A 


LGN 


eps Ease 


eee Se 


i ate 


“Soa 
rr 


ee 


(apce 
Soe Se ee 
Lee 


aoe 


fee 
as 


PA 


or 


ah 


‘ 


ana 


Se 
sean 


Saeko 
aaanasAr 
HSS. 


< 
7) 
2 
2 
Q 
w 
F 
z 
ra 
o 
(a) 
4 
1°) 
| 
- 


UMBC LIBRARY 


L 


WAR OF THE REBELLION: 


A COMPILATION OF THE 


OPFRICITAL RECORDS 


OF THE 


e) 
Py SEA ye KOSS 


« eo 
200%, 


PREPARED, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE SEQRETARY OF WAR,-.°°- 


a 2620: ry °e e061 a 
Lieut. Col. ROBERT N. SOOTT, Third Us Sy Artillery, 3%. 
AND Fact the 


PUBLISHED PURSUANT TO ACT OF CONGRESS APPROVED JUNE 16, 1880. 


SERIES I—VOLUME XVIII. 


WASHINGTON: 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 
1887. 


PREFACE. 


By an act approved June 23, 1874, Congress made an appropriation 

“to enable the Secretary of War to begin the publication of the Official 
Records of the War of the Rebellion, both of the Union and Confed- 
erate Armies,” and directed him “to have copied for the Public Printer 
all reports, letters, telegrams, and general orders not heretofore copied 
or printed, and properly arranged in chronological order.” 
_ Appropriations for continuing such preparation have been made from 
time to time, and the act approved June 16, 1880, has provided “for 
the printing and binding, under direction of the Secretary of War, of 
ten thousand copies of a compilation of the Official Records (Union and 
Confederate) of the War of the Rebellion, so far as the same may be 
ready for publication, during the fiscal year”; and that “of said num- 
ber, seven thousand copies shall be for the use of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, two thousand copies for the use of the Senate, and one 
thousand copies for the use of the Executive Departments.” * 

This compilation will be the first general publication of the military 
records of the war, and will embrace all official documents that can be 
obtained by the compiler, and that appear to be of any bistorical value. 


* Volumes I-Y distributed under act approved June 16, 1880. The act approved 
August 7, 1882, provides that— 

“The volumes of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion shall be distributed 
as follows: One thousand copies to the Executive Departments, as now provided by 
law. One thousand copies for distribution by the Secretary of War among officers of 
the Army and contributors to the work. Eight thousand three hundred copies shall 
be sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organizations, and individuals as 
may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and Delegates of the Forty- 
seventh Congress. Each Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-six, and each 
Representative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one of such addresses, and the 
volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time as they are published, until the pub- 
lication is completed. Senators, Representatives, and Delegates shall inform the 
Secretary of War in each case how many volumes of those heretofore published they 
have forwarded to such addresses. The remaining copies of the eleven thousand to 
be published, and all sets that may not be ordered to be distributed as provided 
herein, shall be sold by the Secretary of War for cost of publication, with ten per 
cent. added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the Treasury. 
If two or more sets of said voiumes are ordered to the same address, the Secretary of 
War shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or Delegates, whe have designated 
the same, who thereupon may designate other libraries, organizations, or individuals. 
The Secretary of War shall report to the first session of the Forty-eighth Congress 
what volumes of the series heretofore published have not been furnished to such 
libraries, organizations, and individuals. He shall also inform distributees at whose 


instance the volumes are sent.” Gti 
I 


IV PREFACE. 


The publication will present the records in the following order of 
arrangement: 

The First Series will embrace the formal reports, both Union and Con- 
federate, of the first seizures of United States property in the Southern 
States, and of all military operations in the field, with the correspond- 
ence, orders, and returns relating specially thereto, and, as proposed, is 
to be accompanied by an Atlas. 

In this series the reports will be arranged according to the campaigns 
and several theaters of operations (in the chronological order of the 
events), and the Union reports of any event will, as a rule, be imme. 
diately followed by the Confederate accounts. The correspondence, &c., 
not embraced in the “reports ” proper will follow (first Union and next 
Confederate) in chronological order. 

The Second Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns, Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war, and (so 
far as the military authorities were concerned) to State or political 
prisoners. 

The Third Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns of the Union authorities (embracing their correspondence with 
the Confederate officials) not relating specially to the subjects of the 
Jirst and second series. It will set forth the annual and special reports 
of the Secretary of War, of the General-in-Chief, and of the chiefs of 
the several staff corps and departments; the calls for troops, and the 
correspondence between the National and the several State authorities. 

The Fourth Series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns of the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated for the 
Union officials, as of the third series, but excluding the correspondence 
between the Union and Confederate authorities given in that series. 

ROBERT N. SCOTT, 
Major Third Art., and Bvt. Lieut. Col. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, August 23, 1880. 


Approved: 
ALEX. RAMSEY, 
Secretary of War. 
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- OPERATION S IN NORTH CAROLINA AND SOUTHEAST: 
ERN VIRGINIA, 


AUGUST 20, 1862-JUNE 3, 1863. 


SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS.* 


Aug. 20-Sept. 10, 1862. Lee of the Potomac embarks for Aquia Creek and Alex- 
andria, Va. t 
~30, 1862.—Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith, C.S. Army, assumes command of 
the defenses of Richmond, etc. 
Skirmish near Plymouth, N.C. 


22 31, 1862.—Skirmish at Franklin, Va. 


Sept. 2- 3, 1862—Expedition from Suffolk, Va. 
6, 1862.—Attack on Washington, N. C. 
9, 1862.—Skirmish at Williamsburg, Va. 
17-20, 1862.—Operations at and about Shiloh, N. C. 
19, 1862.—The Confederate Department of North Carolina and Southern 
Virginia (Department of Virginia and North Carolina) consti- 
tuted, under command of Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith. 
Oct. 3, 1862.—Skirmish on the Blackwater, near Franklin, Va. 
Affair on the Black ee near Zuni, Va. 


15, 1862.—Skirmish rear Carrsville, 
25, 1862.—Skirmish near Zuni, Va. 
29, 1862.—Skirmish on the Blackwater, Va. 
31, 1862.—Skirmish at Franklin, Va. 
Nov. 1-12, 1862.—Expedition from New Berne, N.C.,including skirmishes (2d) at 


Little Creek and Rawle’s Mill. 
8, 1862.—Brig. Gen. W. TH. C. Whiting, C. 8. Army, assigned to, command. 
of the defenses of Cape Fear River, N.C. 
11, 1862.—Demonstration on New Berne, N.C. 
12-14, 1862.—Operations about Suffolk, Va., including skirmishes (12th) at 
Providence ‘Church and (14th) at Blackwater Bridge, and 
Zuni, Va. 
16, 1862.—Skirmish at Gloucester Point, Va. 
17, 1862.—Affair near Carrsville, Va. 
18, 1862.—Skirmish at I’ranklin, Va. 
Skirmish at Core Creek, N.C. 
22, 1862.—Destruction of Salt-Works in Matthews County, Va. 


*Of some of the minor conflicts mentioned in this ‘‘Summary” no circumstantial 


reports are on file. 
+See Series I, Vols. XI and XIX. 
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Nov. 22, 1862.—Reconnaissance from Williamsburg, Va. 
25, 1862.—Capture of the United States steamer Ellis, New River, N. C. 
Dec. 1, 1862.—Skirmish at Beaver Dam Church, Va. 
2, 1862,.—Skirmish on the Blackwater, near Franklin, Va. 
8-12, 1862.—Reconnaissances from Suffolk to the Blackwater and skirmishes at 
and about Zuni,Va. 

10, 1862.—-Attack on Plymouth, N. C. 

11-15, 1862.—Reconnaissance from Yorktown to Gleuessan Matthews, King and 
Queen, and Middlesex Counties, Va. 
11-20, 1862.—Expedition from New Berne to Goldsborough, N. C. 

12, 1862.—Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey, C. 8. Army, assigned to command of the 
Richmond defenses, etc. 

17, 1862.—Reconnaissance to Diascund Bridge and Burnt Ordinary, Va. 

22, 1862.—Skirmishes near Windsor and at Joyner’s Ferry, on the Black- 
water, Va. ; 

24, 1862.—The Eighteenth Army Corps constituted, under command of a 
Gen. John G. Foster, U. 8. Army. 

27, 1862. —Skirmish at Elizabeth City, N. C. 

28, 1862.—Skirmishes near Suffolk and at Providence Church, Va. 

Jan. 7- 9, 1863.—Expedition from Yorktown to West Point and White House, Va. 
8-10, 1863.—Expedition from Suffolk toward the Blackwater, Va. 
“ 9, 1863.—Skirmish near Providence Church, Va. 
13, 1863.—Expedition from Yorktown to West Point, Va. 
17-21, 1863.—Reconnaissance from New Berne to Pollocksville, Trenton, Young’s 
Cross-Roads, and Onslow, N. C., and skirmishes (19th) at White 
Oak Creek and (20th) near Jacksonville, 
19, 1863.—Scout from Williamsburg and skirmish at Burnt Ordinary, Va. 
27-28, 1863.—Reconnaissances on the Neuse, Dover, and Trent Roads, N. C. 
30, 1863.—Engagement at Deserted House, or Kelly’s Store, near Suffolk, Va. 
Feb. 1-10, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne to Plymouth, N. C. 
2, 1863.—Destruction of Salt-Works at Wale’s Head, Currituck Beach, N. C. 
5, 1863.—Skirmish near Olive Branch Church, Va. 
6-21, 1863.—The Ninth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. William F. Smith, U. 8. Army, 
commanding, transferred from Army of the Potomac to Newport 
News, Va. 
7, 1863.—Skirmish at Olive Branch Church, Va. 
Skirmish near Edenton, N. C. 

10, 1863.—Skirmish at Batchelder’s Creek, N.C. 

12-18, 1863.—Expedition from Batchelder’s Creek and skirmish (13th) at Sandy 
Ridge, N. C. 

13, 1863.—Skirmish near Washington, N. C. 

17, 1863.—Maj. Gen, Samuel G. French, C. S. Army, temporarily in com- 
mand of the Department of North Carolina and Southern Vir- 
ginia, 

18, 1863.—T wo divisions of Longstreet’s corps ordered from Army of North- 
ern Virginia to defense of Richmond. 

23, 1863.—Engagement at Fort Caswell, N. C.* 

25, 1863.—Maj. Gen. Daniel H. Hill, C. S. Army, assumes command of troops 
in North Carolina. 

26, 1863.—Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, C. S. Army, assumes command’ of 
the Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 

Mar. 1- 6,1863.—Expedition from New Berne to Swan Quarter, N.C., and skir- 
mishes (3d and 4th) near Fairfield and Swan Quacen 


*The United States steamers Dacotah and Mouticr llo engaged. 
of the Secretary of the Navy, December 7, 1863, 


See Annual Report 
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_ Mar. 6- 8, 1863.—Demonstration on Kinston, N. C., including skirmishes (7th) at — 
Core Creek and near Dover. 
6-10, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne to Trenton, Pollocksville, Young’s 
Cross-Roads, and Swansborough, N. C. 
7 9, 1863.—Reconnaissance from Suffolk and skirmish (9th) near Windsor, Va, 
7-10, 1863.—Expedition from Newport Barracks to Cedar Point, N. C. 
7-14, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne to Mattamuskeet Lake, N. C. 
8-16, 1863.—Expedition against New Berne, N. C., including skirmishes (13th- 
14th) at Deep Gully and attack (14th) on Fort Anderson. 
10-13, 1863.—Demonstration on Plymouth, N.C. 
13-16, 1863.—The Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, transferred from N ewport 
News to Suffolk, Va. : 
17, 1863.—Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside, U. 8. Army, assumes command of 
the Ninth Army Corps. 
_ Skirmish near Franklin, Va. 
19-26, 1863.—The First and Second Divisions, Ninth Army Corps, embark at 
; Newport News for the Department, of the Ohio. 
: 23, 1863.—Skirmish at Winfield, N.C. 
24, 1863.—Skirmish at Rocky Hock Creek, N.C. 
25, 1863.—Affair at Norfolk, Va. 
29, 1863.—Skirmish at Williamsburg, Va. 
30, 1863.—Skirmish near Deep Gully, N. C. 
. 30-April 20, 1863.—Siege of Washington, N. C., and pursuit of the Confed- - 
erate forces. 

April 1, 1863.—Lieutenant-General Longstreet’s command reorganized, to con- 
sist of the Department of North Carolina (Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill 
commanding), Department of Southern. Virginia (Maj. Gen. §, 
G. French commanding), and Department of Richmond (Maj. 
Gen. Arnold Elzey commanding). 

Expedition from Yorktown to Smith’s and Byrd’s Plantations, Ware 
River, Va. 
6, 1863.—Maj. Gen. K. D. Keyes, U. 8. Army, temporarily in command of 
the Department of Virginia. 
Skirmish at Nixonton, N.C. 
7, 1863.—Expedition from Gloucester Point to Gloucester Court-House, Va, 
9-14, 1863.—Operations against Gloucester Point, Va. 
11, 1863.—Skirmish at Williamsburg, Va. 
11-May 4, 1863.—Siege of Suffolk, Va. 
12, 1863.—Reconnaissance from Gloucester Point to the vicinity of Hickory 
Forks, Va, 
16, 1863.—Affair on the Pamunkey River, near West Point, Va. 
27, 1863. Expedition from Yorktown beyond Hickory Forks, Va. 
27-May 1, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne toward Kinston, N. C., and 
skirmish (28th) at Wise’s Cross-Roads. 
May 3, 1863.—Skirmishes at Ashland and Hanover Station, Va.* 
4— 5, 1863.—Skirmishes at Hungary Station, Tunstall’s Station, Hanovertown 
‘Ferry, and Aylett’s, Va.* 
5, 1863.—Skirmish at Peletier’s Mill, N.C. 
7, 1863.—West Point, Va., occupied by the Union forces. 
12-26, 1863,—Operations on the Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad and skirmishes 
(15th-16th) near Carrsville, Va. 
15, 1863.—Capture of the steamers Emily and Arrow. 
Expedition from West Point to Robinson’s Plantation, King and 
Queen County, Va. 


*Incidents, of raid from, Army of the Rotomac. See Series.I, Vol. XXV. 
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May 15-28, 1863.—Operations on the Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad and skir- 
| qishes (17th) near Providence Church and (23d) at Antioch 
Church and Barber’s Cross-Roads, Va. led 
19-22, 1863.—Expedition from Gloucester Point into Matthews County, Va. 
20-23, 1863.—Demonstration on Kinston and skirmishes (22d) at Gum Swamp 
and (23d) at Batchelder’s Creek, N. C. | 
28, 1863.—The Confederate Department of North Carolina extended to em- 
brace Petersburg, Va., and the Appomattox River. 
31-June 1, 1863.—West Point, Va., evacuated by the Union forces. 


SEPTEMBER 2-3, 1862.—Expedition from Suffolk, Va. 


Report of Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. Army, commanding the Depart- 
ment of Virginia. 


Fort MONROE, VA., Sepiember 4, 1862. 
On the evening of the 2d instant General Mansfield sent two com- 
panies of Dodge’s cavalry, under Major Wheelan, to cut off a company 
of rebel recruits on their way to Richmond. The expedition was com- 
pletely successful, the whole force, consisting of 2 officers, 65 soldiers, 
and 44 white men, with 28 wagons and carts and 25 negroes, were 
brought into Suffolk last night. The negroes were tied when the party 


were captured. 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 
Major-General HALLECK, 


General-in- Chief. 


SEPTEMBER 6, 1862.—Attack on Washington, N. C. 
REPOR'TS.* 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of North 
Carolina, 

No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Edward E. Potter, First North Carolina Infantry (Union). 

No. 3.—Lieut. Col. John Mix, Third New York Cavalry. 

No, 4.—Maj. Gen. Samuel G. French, C. §. Army. 


No. 1. 


Keports of Maj. Gen. John G@. Foster, U. 8. Army, commanding the De- 
partment of North Carolina 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT or NoRTH CAROLINA, 


5 ae dist New Berne, N. C., September 7, 1862. 

IR: ave the honor to report that I have just received a communi- 
cation from Colonel Potter, First Regiment North Carolina Union Vol. 
unteers, commanding at Washington, N. ©., that the rebels attacked 
that town yesterday morning with about 1,000 infantry, six companies 


* For reports of Actg. Reav-Admiral §. P, Lee and Acte. Vol. Li “Renshaw, 
U. 8, Navy, see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, Decomber1, ison 
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of cavalry, and one battery of artillery. Colonel Potter was at the time. 
about leaving, in obedience to my orders, for Plymouth, N. C., with 
Colonel Mix, in command of five companies of cavalry and one battery 
of artillery, to co-operate with the Navy in attackin g Hamilton, on 
Roanoke River. The attack of the rebels was made suddenly, and it 
appears they surprised the outer line of pickets, killing and wounding 
them, and, dashing into town, surprised the company of foot artillery 
in the barracks, stationed for garrison at the new field works, capturing 
_— them four old brass 6-pounders, that were captured by us at New 
Berne. : 

_ Colonel Mix and Colonel Potter, hearing the firing, halted, and im- 
mediately returned into town, attacking the rebels vigorously, and after 
two and a half hours’ hard fighting drove them from the town and | 
beyond Tranter’s Creek, 8 miles from town, taking 20 prisoners, many 

| muskets, and about 30 horses. 

The rebels left 12 dead and 12 wounded in the streets, carrying off 
many killed and wounded, some of which they had to leave by the road- 
side. It is reported that 30 dead bodies have been found up to time of 
last dispatch. 

Our loss was 7 killed and 47 wounded, most of them slightly. Lieu- 
tenant Everett, adjutant of the cavalry, was shot in the knee. Colonel 

Potter had his horse shot under him. i 
__ An unfortunate disaster happened to the army gunboat Picket, caus- 
ing her destruction. Just as the men were called to quarters the maga- 
zine blew up, undoubtedly from carelessness or accident, tearing the boat 
to pieces, instantly killing Capt. [Sylvester D.] Nicoll, the commander, 
and 19 men, and wounding 6 others. : 

The gunboat Louisiana, Captain Renshaw, U.S. Navy, rendered most 
efficient aid, throwing her shells with great precision, and clearing the 
streets through which her guns had range. 

Our whole force in the fight at the time of the attack consisted of 
four companies of infantry, two of artillery, and five of cavalry, and 
was considerably outnumbered by the enemy. 
I shail leave for Washington immediately to take such measures as 
_ may be necessary, and will send detailed list of the killed and wounded 
on my return.. 
_ I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Volunteers. 

Major-General HALLECK, 

Commander-in-Ohief, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. 


' FARBADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NoRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., September 12, 1862. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to state, in addition to my brief report 
of the 7th of the attack on Washington, N. C., that, upon careful inves- 
tigation of the circumstances and of the reports, that the affair, although 
undeniably a surprise at the outset, proves to have terminated in a very 
creditable display of gallantry by our troops. I find that all the men, 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery, recovering from their first. surprise, drove 
the enemy from the town and 8 miles beyond. ey 

We have knowledge of the loss of the enemy of 33 killed and about 
three times that number wounded. Our loss was 8 killed, 36 wounded, 
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and 12 missing (as will be seen by list appended *), exclusive of those lost 
by the unfortunate blowing up of the army gunboat Picket. Owing to 
the death of the captain of the Picket, who was the only officer attached 
to the vessel, the list of killed and wounded has not been as yet made out. 

I find that the explosion of the magazine of the Picket will not even- 
tuate in the total loss of the vessel. The guns have already been re- 


covered; the machinery can certainly be saved, and possibly the hull — 


raised and repaired. If this be found impossible the machinery can be 


transferred to a canal-barge, and fit up a second gunboat as effective as 
the Picket. 

The five companies of the Third New York Cavalry, and Battery H, 
Third New York Artillery, were very effective in driving the enemy from 
the streets. The two companies of the Twenty-fourth Massachusetts 
Volunteers and two companies of the First North Carolina Union Vol- 
unteers, under command of Col. E. E. Potter, First North Carolina, fought 
well and held their position. 

I shall have the honor, in my next communication, to solicit the medal 
of honor for three most gallant men of the rank and file. 

I have the honor to remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
: J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 
_ General-in-Chief, U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C. 


No. -2: 


Report of Lieut. Col. Edward E. Att First North Carolina Infantry 
(Union). 


: HEADQUARTERS, 
Washington, September 5 [6], 1862—12 m. 


_ Srp: [have the honor to report that this town was attacked this morn- 
ing at 4 o’clock by a force consisting, according to the reports of pris- 
oners, of from 600 to 1,000 infantry, six companies of cavalry, and one 
battery of artillery. I had just started with Colonel Mix and his com- 
mand for Plymouth, when the attack was made. A halt was ordered 
and we moved back into the town. A heavy firing of musketry was 
going on at the upper end. of the town. As we turned into the main 
Street some of the enemy’s cavalry came charging down, using sabers 
and pistols freely. Some of them were knocked over and others turned 
back. The artillery was placed at the intersection of the streets, with 
the cavalry supporting it. I advanced up the main street with one 
piece of artillery and a squadron of cavalry to the infantry quarters 
where a desultory firing was going on. The enemy had surprised the 
artillerymen at their quarters in the school-house, at the corner of Second 
and Bridge streets, and were there in very strong force. I placed the 
12-pounder at the intersection of Main and Bridge. All the infantry 
North Carolina and Massachusetts, supported the artillery. The firing 
here was very sharp. Nothing but a small lot separated our men from 
theirs, each firing from behind fences. Our piece did good execution 
but the gunners were all shot, and I had to withdraw the gun and the 


* Nominal list omitted. 


ke 
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infantry to give the Louisiana’s guns a chance. The Louisiana opened 
at once, at my request, and did excellent service. 
‘Cavalry skirmishing was going on in the mean time on the outskirts 
| and in different streets. The enemy after a time began to retreat, taking 
» with them, Tam sorry to say, the four brass pieces which were in the 
_ yard of the academy. The cavalry pursued them several miles, but did 
/ not come up with them. 
The most unfortunate event connected with the affair was the loss of 
the gunboat Picket. According to the report of the engineer her mag- 
“azine exploded just as Captain Nicoll had ordered the men to quarters. 
It must have arisen from carelessness in opening the magazine. Cap- . 
| tain Nicoll and 19 men were killed and 6 wounded. Our loss in the 
affair is as follows: 
Company B, First North Carolina, Lieutenant Lyon: Two killed and 7 
wounded. | : 
Company D, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts: Two wounded. 
‘Company B, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts: Four wounded. 
Company G, Third New York Artillery: Two killed, 2 wounded, 4 
missing. : 
Third New York Cavalry: Two killed and 25 wounded, slightly. 
Company H, Third New York Artillery: One killed and 7 wounded. 
The rebels left behind 12 killed and as many wounded, several mor- 
tally. We have also some 20 prisoners, and have taken several horses 
and a good many muskets. 
The conduct of the men was generally good. In this hurried report 
I can make no mention of individual good conduct. Colonel Mix, with 
his cavalry, did excellently. Lieutenant Garrard made a very handsome 
charge. Lieutenant Lyon, of the North Carolina Volunteers, displayed 
great courage. Lieutenants Pendleton and Strong were with Colonel 
Mix during the fight. No casualties occurred among the officers, with 
the exception of Adjutant Everett, of the cavalry, shot in the knee. 
Several horses were shot from under their riders, among them my own. 
Captain Murphy has returned after pursuing the enemy to Tranter’s 
Creek. Hereports that they carried off many dead and wounded. They . 
have left some at a short distance from town. I shall make proper dis- 
‘position for the defense of the town to-night. The Plymouth expedi- 
tion is postponed. 
Your obedient servant, 
EDWARD HE. POTTER, 
Commanding Post. 


Capt. SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 3. 
Report of Lieut. Col. John Mia, Third New York Cavalry. 


Sre: I have the honor to report, for the information of the general 
commanding, the operations of my command on the 4th, 5th, and 6th 
instant: ‘ ; 

In compliance with my instructions I shipped, on the 4th, one com- 
pany (D) of the Third New York Cavalry and one battery (H) of the 
Third New York Artillery. They left this post at 11 p. m. and de- 
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barked at Washington, N. C., at 3 p.m. on the 5th. At 4 a.m. on the 
6th a command, sorsistG g of Companies D, G, I, and L, Third New York 
Cavalry, and Battery H, Third New York Artillery, with an aggregate 
of 263 men, formed for the expedition I had been ordered to make, and 
at 4.15 broke into column. Secarcely were the troops in column, the head 
of it having just reached the outskirts of the town, on the Plymouth 


road, when a rapid and continuous firing was heard to our left and rear. 


The column was counter-marched at the gallop, and the cavalry, in col- 
umn of eights, ordered to charge and clear the different streets, which 
were now apparently full of small parties of the enemy’s cavalry. The 
night was intensely dark, and between the darkness, fog, and dust it 
was impossible in many cases to distinguish friend from foe at half a 
dozen paces. The order to clear the streets was in each case most 
gallantly obeyed. Company L, Captain Garrard, charged Virst street, 
driving back a considerable body of cavalry to Bridge street, where he — 
came upon a large body of infantry, and was compelled to retire; in ~ 
doing this he cleared the cross-streets to his left. Company D, Captain 
Murphy, performed the same operation on Second street. Company G, 
Captain Hall, charged the length of Third street, driving back several 
small parties of cavalry, and, upon reaching the fence around the acad- 
emy, found a large force of the enemy’s infantry in position unfavorable 
to attack. Company H, Captain Willson, which was not to accompany 
the expedition, and consequently not out at the commencement of the 
fight, turned out and was in saddle and ready for action in an incredi- 
bly short space of time. The captain, hearing firing and loud cheers in. 
direction of the academy, promptly proceeded with his company to 
ascertain the cause thereof, and found a large force of the enemy in 
possession of four brass guns, which had been left in park near the hos- 
pital, and over which accidental capture the rebels were giving vent to 
their exuberance of spirits in loud, continuous cheers and demoniac yells 
of “Death to the damned Yankees”; “ No prisoners”; ‘“No quarters,” 
&e. The captain, nothing daunted by these friendly salutations, made a 
most gallant but unsuccessful attempt to recover the guns; dismounted 
a number of his men, under a severe fire, within 60 yards of the enemy, 
and attempted to tear down a fence to enable him to charge them, but 
could not succeed in making a sufficient opening for that purpose. Com- 
pany I, Captain Jocknick, in the mean time had succeeded in drivin ga 
number of detached and very troublesome parties of enemy’s cavalry 
from Third and Fourth streets, and had gone to the support of one of 
the guns of Battery H. 

During the first hour of the mélée the convalescents and sick men 
turned out largely, considering the number in hospitals. These were 
united with small scattering parties, who had become temporarily de- 
tached from their companies, by officers who were without commands, 
and did good service in clearing the cross-streets. Lieutenant Everett, 
acting adjutant, while conveying an order to a distant part of the com- 
mand, encountered alone a party of the enemy’s infantry on a side street; 
dashed past them, emptying, as he did so, the contents of his pistol 
among them. He was, in turn, fired into, receiving a serious wound in 
his right leg. The guns of Battery H, Captain Riggs, were promptly 
placed in position upon several cross-streets, and held in readiness to 
fire the moment that the enemy could be distinguished from among the 
confused mass In every direction. And I would here mention as an ex- 
traordinary fact, and as due entirely to the coolness and intrepidity of 
the officers and men.of this battery, that in no instance did occur the 
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mistake. of firing upon our own people, and that in ot | 

such fatal mistake the enemy seh inne at times gine Gute nreTent 
a few feet of the muzzles of the guns; then, when amid the dust, smoke 
and fog the gray coats could be seen, the death-dealing contents of the 
pieces were hurled among them with such precision and effect as told 
them, plainer than. could words have done, that Yankee guns, when 
manned, asked no quarter, but give unasked a (w)hole. 

_Our situation now began to assume a more tangible appearance. 
| ‘The river street and most of the cross-streets, for a distance of two or 
three blocks, had. been, by means of rapid and successive cavalry 
charges, cleared entirely of the midnight assassins. Their cavalry had 
congregated upon the edge of the town and reformed for the attack. 
Their infantry had concentrated in two colamns, one of which, with the 
assistance of one 6-pounder brass piece and a 3-pounder rifled gun, was 
endeavoring to turn our left flank, with the evident desire of getting 
between our forces and the gunboats. They were met at this point, 
and their object most completely foiled, by our infantry, consisting of 
two companies of the Twenty-fourth Massachusetts, two companies 
of the First North Carolina, one 12-pounder brass piece (Lieutenant 
O'Neil), and 20 cavalry, under Lieutenant Gouraud (which had been 
detailed as a provost guard for the expedition), all commanded in per- 
son by Colonel Potter, First North Carolina. At this point the fight was 
most severe, and continued without cessation for two hours and a half. 
Two sets of gunners having been shot away from the gun, it became nec- 
essary to haul it off, which was done without further loss. Our infantry 
in the mean time did good service with their rifles. -The situation of 
Lieutenant Gouraud and his handful of mounted men at this point was 
aggravating in the extreme. Necessarily within supporting distance 
ot the gun, he was greatly exposed to the raking fire of the enemy, and 
unable, from the inconsiderable numbers of his command and the posi- 
tion and strength of the enemy, to operate upon him. In this trying 
position the men evinced a most commendable degree of fortitude. 
One-fourth of their number having fallen victims to the enemy’s mis- 
__ siles, the remaining few increased their enthusiasm for the charge, and 
made several effective dashes. 

The enemy’s second column of attack had advanced upon our cen- 
ter, and was composed of artillery and infantry, preceded by a squad- 
ron of cavalry. ‘Their approach being observed, Company L, Captain 
Garrard, advanced boldly, and in close column, to the attack. His 
shout of “Come on,” as he placed himself at the head of his men, was 
responded to by his daring followers with a yell and a rapid gallop 
that showed no want of confidence in their leader and themselves, and 
no fear of the solid column opposed to them. He met the enemy with 
a shock that told upon his columns, received the fire from their pistols, 
and vigorously responded with his sabers until finding that he was 
being surrounded by the enemy’s infantry and in danger of being cut 
off he commanded his men to retire, which they did, gallantly cutting 
their way through the infantry—who were now in the rear of them— 
having had a brilliant hand-to-hand conflict with vastly-superior num- 
bers, in which the horses of all the officers of the company had been 
shot and 9 men and 14 horses wounded, promptly retiring behind the 
gun commanded by Lieutenant Mercer, leaving the street clear for the 
operation of the piece, which opened a destructive fire upon the enemy, 
who had brought a 6-pounder to bear upon him. An interesting can- 
non duel now ensued, but soon terminated by the withdrawal of the 
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6-pounder and the disappearance of the enemy from that street. Thus 4 
the enemy had been thrice foiled. First, his attempt to surprise and _ 
massacre us was foiled by the existence of the expedition, and, subse- 
quently, when in position, his attack upon our left and center was obsti- 
nately met, and, though not without difficulty and hard fighting, suc- 
cessfully repulsed. : 

Upon the first intimation of the retreat of the enemy our cavalry, 
which had necessarily been much scattered, was concentrated and sent 
in pursuit, and moving rapidly out upon the Greenville road, soon en- 
countered a flag of truce with a rebel surgeon, who desired the privi- 
lege of attending to his wounded. This flag was a well-calculated sub- 
terfuge, under which the enemy gained considerable in their retreat, 
as the officer commanding the pursuing party felt it his duty to sus- 
pend operations until he could communicate with the commanding offi- 
cer, who was at the rear. After disposing of this flag of truce our cay- 
alry pushed out 9 miles on the Greenville road, encountering only a 
surgeon’s flag over a party of 18 of the enemy’s wounded, and upon 
returning discovered two ambulances in the road, which he captured. 
The dismounted men of the detachment of cavalry were under standing 
orders, in the event of an attack, to report to Lieutenant Chesebrough, 
who was temporarily disabled for mounted duty. These men arrived, 
with the Colt’s revolving rifles, and were stationed in ambush, for the 
purpose of preventing the entrance of the enemy’s cavalry upon the 
upper end of Main street, and were most successful. 

In conclusion, sir, too much cannot be said in praise of the coolness 
of the officers azid men of my command, who fought full three times 
or more their number four hours, under the most trying circumstances. 
_ Battery H, Third New York Artillery, did most creditably, and the 

result of this first meeting with the enemy promises them a brilliant 
future. I would especially commend to the notice of the commanding 
general, in consequence of most gallant conduct, Corpl. James R. Nicoll, 
Company I, Third New York Cavalry, and Corp]. William Smith, Bat- 
tery H, Third New York Artillery (the latter since lost his leg, by am- 
putation, in consequence of wounds), and would respectfully suggest 
that medals of honor, recently ordered by Congress, be presented to 
these two men. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, J. MIX, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Third New York Cavalry. 

Maj. SourHARD HOFFMAN, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Dept. of North Carolina. : 


No. 4. 
Report of Maj. Gen. Samuel G. French, C. 8S. Army. 


PETERSBURG, VA., September 7, 1862. 
General Martin telegraphs me our troops had a shar 
2 I p fight of three 
hours at Washington, N. C., this morning (6th), but could Fo hold the 
town. Our loss heavy. We brought out three brass field guns. 


General S. CooPEr. 8. G. PRENOH. 
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SEPTEMBER 9, 1862.—Skirmish at Williamsburg, Va. 


\| Reports of Maj. Gen. John A. Dia, U. 8. Army, commanding the Depart- 


ment of Virginia, and resulting correspondence and orders. 


YORKTOWN, VA., September 9, 1862. 


Colonel Campbell, of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, was attacked 
this morning at Williamsburg and disgracefully beaten, partly by bad 
management and partly by the cowardly conduct of some of his men. 
I am glad to say that others behaved with proper spirit. The colonel 
and some 6 or 7 other officers are prisoners. I have not yet been able 
to ascertain the extent of the loss. 

! JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
Major-General HAaLLEck. 


- Fort Monrog, VaA., 
September 10, 1862—6.30 p. m. 


The loss yesterday in the attack on the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry . 
was the colonel, 2 majors, and 5 other officers and 29 men captured ; 
1 officer and 55 men missing; 7 killed and 13 wounded. We took 2 
prisoners, from whom I learn that the attacking party consisted of a 
mixed force of Georgians, South Carolinians, and Virginians, certainly 
not exceeding 300 men. One of the majors ran away, and if a court 
cannot be found who have courage enough to shoot him he should be 
dismissed the service. I will report on his case especially. What re- 
mains of the regiment, about 430 men in all, are at Williamsburg, the 
rebels having retired. 

JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Ohief. 


. WAR DEPARTMENT, 
: ‘Washington, September 10, 1862. 
Order immediately a court-martial on the cowards of Williamsburg. 
If no one has courage to have them shot report them here, so that we 
can ask the President to cashier them.* 
H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in- Chief. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 11, 1862. 
Order a court if you have officers suitable. If not, get the facts in 
relation to the bad conduct of the officers and I will ask the President 


to cashier them. nde: ; 
What is the object of holding Williamsburg? Why not withdraw the 


garrison to Yorktown ? 


* See Dix to Halleck, September 12, in “‘ Correspondence, etc.,” post. 


- 
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ili id had 
Colonel Williams’ cavalry was sent to General Burnside when he 
none for reconnoitering the enemy. I have none here to send you at 


oe H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. 


GENERAL ORDERS HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY Corps, 
No. 19. Fort Monroe, Va., September 25, 1862. 


I. Before a general court-martial, of which Maj. Gen. John J. Peck is 
president, convened at Yorktown, Va., pursuant to Paragraph III, 
Special Orders, No. 97, current series, from these headquarters, of Sep- 
tember 11, 1862, was arraigned and tried— ye 

Maj. JAcoB P. WILSON, Fifth Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry, upon 
the following charges and specifications : 

CHARGE I.—Misbehavior before the enemy. .Ne 

Specification —In this: That he, Jacob P. Wilson, a major in the 
Vifth Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry, in the service of the 
United States, while on duty with his regiment at or near Williams- 
burg, Va., did misbehave himself before the enemy, and did shamefully 
abandon his post and command and run away. This at or near said 
Williamsburg, and between said Williamsburg and Yorktown, Va., on 
or about the 9th day of September, 1862. 

CHARGH II.—Speaking words inducing others to misbehave themselves. 
before the enemy and to run away and to shamefully abandon the post which 
he or they were commanded to defend. 

Specification.—In this: That he, said Jacob P. Wilson, major as afore- 
said, being stationed with his regiment at or near said Williamsburg, 
which post he and they were commanded to defend , did speak words 
inducing members of his regiment, or some of them, to misbehave them- 
selves before the enemy, to shamefully abandon said post, and to run 
away. This at or near Williamsburg, on or about September 9, 1862. 

CHARGE IIL—Oowardice. : 

Specification.—In this: That said Jacob P. Wilson, major as afore- 
said, while stationed with his regiment at or near said Williamsburg, 
and before the enemy, did, in a cowardly manner, misbehave, hbandon 
his post and command, and run away. This at or near Williamsburg, 
Va., on or about the 9th day of September, 1862. 


PLEA.—WNot guilty. 


FINDING OF THE CORUT. 


I. Upon careful consideration the court finds the accused, Maj. Jacob 
P. Wilson, Fifth Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry, “Not guilty,” of 
each and all of the charges and specifications, and thereupon acquits 
him. 

II. The proceedings and finding of the court are approved. Major 
Wilson will resume his sword and return to duty. 

The encounter at Williamsburg, on which the charges against Major 
Wilson are founded, was, under all its aspects, most disgraceful to the 
regiment. to which he belonged. The force of the enemy was certainly 
not superior to ours. The commanding officer had full notice of the 
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- intended attack and chose his own ground. The men were misman- 
aged; wrong words of command were given, and, although some of the 
_ officers and men behaved with becoming gallantry, the regiment broke, 
most of them ran away, some of them as far as Yorktown, 13 miles 
from their camp. The colonel, 6 other officers, and nearly 60 enlisted 
men were taken prisoners; the camp was partially destroyed; they 
were not rallied until the enemy had retired; and the whole affair ex- 
hibited a want of organization and discipline utterly discreditable to 
___ the principal officers, who are responsible for the condition of the reg- 
iment. It can never regain its standing until this stain on its character 

is effaced by worthier conduct in the face of the enemy. 

While the commanding general approves the finding of the court in 
acquitting Major Wilson of the charge of cowardice, the testimony 
shows that he might with propriety be brought before another court, | 
on less. serious charges of misconduct, and, if it is not thought advisa- 
ble to do so, it is enly for the reason that so many others are as deeply 
involved as himself in the general delinquency. 

IIT. The general court-martial, of which Maj. Gen. John J. Peck is 
president, is dissolved. ; 

By command of Major-Genera! Dix: 

D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SEPTEMBER 17-20, 1862.—Operations at and about Shiloh, N. C. 
/ REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Capt. Enos C. Sanders, First North Carolina Infantry (Union), of affair at 
Shiloh, N. C., September 17, 1862. ; 

No. 2.-—Capt. William B. Avery, commanding U. 8. gunboat Lancer, of affair near 
Shiloh, N. C., September 20, 1862. 4 


No. 1. 


Report of Capt. Enos C. Sanders, First North Carolina Infantry (Union), 
of affair at Shiloh, N. C., September 17, 1862. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Shiloh, N. C., September 18, 1862. 


Sir: Last night we were attacked, as we had all the force over to 
Pasquotank holding a meeting, and stopped overnight, except the 
gun’s crew, which we sent back, all except 16 men—them we had with 
us. We got word this morning, and with about 30 men have landed 6 
miles below Shiloh. There are 3 men killed, 3 wounded, and 5 or 6 
taken prisoners, and they have taken all the arms and ammunition we 
had and stores and provisions. ‘They were completely surprised. The 
men that got away think their force was about 50 strong. Please send 
us a gunboat and men immediately ; send two howitzers and ammuni- 
tion for the same. We can intercept them at the upper end of the 
county. It is necessary to have a chance to get a re-enforcement at 


—  , 
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tank. They got our guns and all our private property. We 
ees reas of site of the rebels. Joseph Forbes was one of the 


Sheet E. 0. SANDERS, 
Oaptain, First North Carolina Infantry. 
Col. W. A. HOWARD. 


No. 2. 


Report of Capt. William B. Avery, commanding U. S. gunboat Lancer, of 
es fair near Shiloh, N. C., September 20, 1862, 


UNITED STATES GUNBOAT LANCER, 
September 21, 1862. 


Sir: I reached'Shiloh at 4 p. m. Friday, 19th, at dark. I landed 60 
men, taking with me Lieutenants Fowler and Moore, and leaving the 
vessel in charge of Acting Master Allen. Being joined by the two lieu- 
tenants dood Sanders with 20 men, we started at 9.30 p. m. for the place 
where the rebels were last heard of; reached that place to learn they 
were last heard of 4 miles off, in a swamp near the “lake,” as they 
term a sort of pond. The men were two-thirds of them in carts, and so, 
by changing, the 12 miles already passed did not fatigue them much. 

We left for “the lakes” at 4.30 a, m., so our hopes of surprising them 
before light were dispelled. In the swamp we found the men had gone 
one way that morning, half an hour previous, and the things had been 
sent another the night previous, toward the house of one Willis Will- 
iams. We had been told that it was there they had been encamped 3 50 
I decided to push on after the things, expecting to find a portion of. 
_ their force with them. After 3 miles’ more march we reached it to find 
no one there, and to learn that the things had been sent there the night 
before and they would not receive them, and they were taken back. 
The first house from the school-house we learned that the carts had 
some men without arms, and one man lying down apparently hurt. 
We knew they must be the prisoners, and I immediately took Lieut. 
Enos C. Sanders and 20 of the best men and gave chase after them. 
They had two and a half hours the start, and we had been traveling all 
night. By following their tracks we knew the road they took, and by 
inquiring learned that we were gaining on them. We went across the 
battle-field and over the bridges across the river and canal, ‘ 

About 13 miles beyond the river we came on them just as they were 
halting for dinner. The road was Straight for half a mile to them, and 
through a swamp, so we could not avoid being discovered by the guard, 
which numbered some 15 men, I am told. We made a dash for them, 
and without firing a shot they took their guns and fled to the swamp 
across a corn field, leaving the muskets and prisoners in our hands. [ 
immediately returned and reached the main body of the men at 2 p. m. 
having gone 18 miles in four hours. : 

We then started for Shiloh, distant 12 miles, and reached it 6.30 p. m., 
and at 8 p. m. all were on board, having been gone twenty-four hours. 

Besides the 7 prisoners from. Shiloh they had 2 of my men who had 
straggled behind and met the rebels, who had come into the road. I 
went down some twenty minutes after. Had I been half hour later I 
should’-have met them. Had I been one hour earlier I should have sur- 
prised them before they started. Had I been so fortunate I should have 
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_ saved some 40 or 50 miles travel for myself and 20 of the men with Lieu- 
_ tenant Sanders. ; 

As to the howitzer I-have heard of it in two or three places by report. 
The most probable one is that it is up in Currituck County, somewhere 
ima swamp. Until I had started after them I did not know they did 
not have it with them to take it to Richmond. If Lieutenant Sanders fol- 
lows my advice and “takes time by the forelock” he can find that gun 
and the tents. He claims to have 50 or 60 fighting men, and with two- 
thirds of that number he can scour the whole country. 

I am, sir, very.respectfully, 
WM. B. AVERY, 
Captain, Commanding Lancer. 

Col. WILLIAM A. HowARD, 

Commanding Marine Artillery and Post, Roanoke Island. 


\ 


OCTOBER 3, 1862.—Skirmish on the Blackwater, near Franklin, Va. 
REPORTS.* 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. 8. Army, commanding the Department of Virginia. 

No. 2.—Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8S. Army, commanding at Suffolk, including affair 
near Zuni. ; 

No, 3.—Col. J. K. Marshall, Fifty-second North Carolina Infantry. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. John A. Dia, U. 8. Army, commanding the Depart- 
ment of Virginia. 


Fort Mongok, VA., October 3,1862—9.30 p. m. 


_ Last night General Peck, by my order and direction, sent a force of 
nearly 2,000 cavalry, artillery, and infantry from Suffolk to Franklin, 
on the Blackwater, intending to attack the enemy at that point this 
morning early, and if possible cripple the floating bridge he has thrown 
across the river. Between 2 and 3 this morning two scoundrels from 
New York, belonging to Dodge’s Mounted Rifles, one of them an orderly 
at General Peck’s headquarters, deserted to the enemy and were seen | 
riding rapidly through our lines. Couriers were sent out to recall the 

troops and a strong force was dispatched to support them. I have not 
yet heard of their return. We have reconnoitered the enemy closely 
several times with no loss, except one horse killed and one man shot 
through the hand. Suffolk has been put in good condition, and we have 
no concern of attack. Two of the four new regiments you promised have 
arrived. They are very raw, but when I get the other two I shall feel 


entirely at ease at all points. 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in- Chief. 


*For reports of Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, Commander H. K. Davenport, Lieut. 
Commander C. W. Flusser, Acting Vol. Lieut. E. R. Colhoun, and Actg. Master C. A. 
French; U. S. Navy, see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 1, 1862. 
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Fort Monrog, VA., October 5, 1862—12.46 p. m. 

1 planned an expedition, as I advised you, to destroy the floating bridge 
the enemy had thrown over the Blackwater at Franklin. We were to 
have had the co-operation of the gunboats from Albemarle Sound by or- 
der of Admiral Lee, but I think they must have met with obstructions, 
as they did not come. Our troops, less than 2,000 in number, under 
Colonel Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, held the enemy, greatly: — 
superior in force, at bay at the river for several hours waiting for the 
gunboats. They behaved with great coolness, and, as we think, killed 
and wounded from 70 to 100 of the enemy. Our loss was 1 killed and 6 
wounded and missing. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
yeneral HALLECK, Gencral-in- Chief. 


Fort Monron, VA., October 7, 1862. 
Major-General Peck telegraphs me as follows: 


Our affair at Franklin was of more importance than we judged. From an examina- ; 
tion of several persons who were on the other side of the Blackwater I learn that the 


enemy’s loss was over 200. 
) JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLecK, General-in-Chief. 


No. 2. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army, commanding at Suffolk, 
including affair near Zuni. 


SUFFOLK, October 4, 1862. 

The gunboats were about 10 or 15 miles below Franklin yesterday. 
They fired a good many shots, but did not appear during the day. Had 
they not met obstructions they would have come up. “They heard the 
enemy’s guns doubtless, as I did. They have three heavy guns, one a 
32-pounder, commanding the swinging bridge. Colonel Spear reports 
not less than 8,000 up and down the river. Yesterday they were massed ~ 
near Zuni. Knowing the boats were on the way they will expect our ‘ 
concert and may mask Franklin. There is great uncertainty in opera- 
tions with gunboats. Had they waited until the 9th our risk would 
have been much less. Now the move is adventured to Weldon and 
Petersburg it looks risky. The bridge can be rebuilt in a few hours 
and the fords are low. I will carry out your instructions if you will . 
send them. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


; Major-General. 
Major-General Dix. d 


SUFFOLK, October 4, 1862. 
Have been out on the advance nearly all day. Troops allin. Spear 
had a nice fight. Loss, 1 killed and some 6 wounded and missing. 
After full inquiry as to the affair I judge 70 to 100 of the enemy were 
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injured. Within a day or two the enemy has been disposed to hold our - 
_ pickets away from the river. Yesterday he occupied Windsor with 
_ about 300 cavalry and some infantry. At dawn I pushed Dodge’s cav- 
_ alry in there, and to-day we have recovered nearly all the territory. 
JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-G A 
General Drx. aor-General. 


— SUFFOLK, October 4, 1862. 

My troops are in, but they have had service, being out two nights 
and a day, and need rest. ’ 

Colonel Spear left the vicinity of Franklin after midnight. No firing 
has been heard to-day, and I conclude boats did not reach that place. 
My last telegram may give some information not at hand when your 
last was received, and I wait your reply. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 
General Drx. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Suffolk, Va., October 9, 1862. 


COLONEL: On the 2d instant I was advised that the rebel pickets 
had been advanced nearly to Carrsville at points some 4 or 5 miles from 
the Blackwater. This information, in connection with the possibility 
of the appearance of our gunboats, in consequence of certain proposi- 
tions made by Major-General Dix, but not perfected, induced me to dis- 
patch Col. S. P. Spear, of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, with a 
section of Follett’s battery and about 1,700 men, in the night to Carrs- 
ville, with instructions to make a thorough reconnaissance in the direc- 
tion of Franklin and the Blackwater. He moved at 9 p.m. and reached 
Carrsville before daylight. Early on the 3d he commenced his advance 
and soon met the enemy’s pickets. Some skirmishing ensued, the rebels 
falling back upon their support with a view of checking his advance. 
This was of no avail, and pickets and supports were all driven confusedly 
down to the bank and over the river. 

Colonel Spear advanced cautiously, and was soon opened upon by a 
32-pounder and other heavy guns in battery across the stream. After 
looking to the immediate safety of his command the colonel made a 
careful examination of the position, placed Whitney’s section and two 
small howitzers in action at favorable points with proper supports, and 
sent out parties for observation on his flanks. 

A furious cannonade continued for an hour, when the enemy ceased 
his fire and fell back to a new position where he could act in concert 
with newly-arrived and fresh troops. 

At this juncture Graham’s celebrated Petersburg battery and a rocket 
battery arrived, and the action was renewed on his part with great 
vigor. Shot, shell, grape, and rockets were fired in great profusion, 
but with little or ne damage to our well-posted troops. The Thirteenth 
Indiana Regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Dobbs, was moved down 
to the bank on the right, where it opened sosharp and close a fire upon 
the rebels that they terminated the action by falling back out of range. 

On learning that Colonel Spear had proceeded with less than 1,300 
men, instead of 1,700, and that his ammunition was nearly exhausted, 
that the river could not be crossed, and the object of the expedition 


2 BR R—VOL XVII 


18 ; NORTH CAROLINA AND §. E. VIRGINIA ; (Cuap. XXX, 
¢ a 


having been fully attained, I directed him to return, which he did with- — 
out any disturbance from the enemy. 

Particular mention is made of the gallantry and good conduct ot 
Lieutenant-Colonels Stetzel, Dobbs, Maxwell, and Gray, and of Lieu- 
tenant Whitney. Colonel Spear has added to his former high reputa- 
tion by his coolness and good management on this occasion. “=i 

The force consisted of detachments from the Eleventh Pennsylvania — 
Cavalry, Ninety-sixth New York Volunteers, One hundred and third. 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Thirteenth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, 
and a section of Follett’s artillery, and the commander speaks in the 
highest terms of all his officers and men. 

The loss was 2 killed, 5 wounded, and 1 missing, which was extremely 
small, in view of the great superiority of the enemy in numbers. The 
rebel loss has been reported from 75 to 200. 

On the 3d instant several hundred of the enemy crossed the river in 
the vicinity of Zuni and occupied Windsor, having among other de- 
signs that of tearing up the Petersburg Railroad. At dawn of the 4th 
Colonel Dodge, a meritorious officer, was advanced with a portion of 
the New York First Mounted Rifles, who promptly occupied the place, 
and during the day forced the enemy across the Blackwater. 

Characterized by that earnestness which is an essential element of 
success, these affairs are very gratifying, and fortify the confidence 
already reposed in the troops. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Col. D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Seventh Corps. 


No. 3. 
Report of Ool. J. K. Marshall,. Fifty-second North Carolina Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Franklin, Va., October 4, 1862. 

GENERAL: After having rested the night before at New South Quay 
the enemy steamed up the river in their gunboats yesterday morning 
and commenced pouring shot and shell upon us at daybeak. They 
brought with them three boats, two of which were small. carrying two 
guns each; the other large, carrying four, one a 64-pounder. Soon after 
the shelling commenced I dispatched Lieut. [John M.] Alexander (com- 
manding Company A, Fifty-second Regiment North Carolina Troops) 
with orders to commence firing upon them at Crumpler’s Bluff so soon 
as the last boat Should have passed. In obedience to orders he com- 
menced a well-directed and effective fire upon them, and succeeded in 
silencing their guns for a short while, but they quickened their time 
and succeeded in reaching a point of the river edged on both sides by 
an apparently impassable marsh. Here they recommenced their work 
of throwing shot and shell in every direction, and in the mean time moy- 
ing up by degrees in the direction of Franklin. Pendin g this condition 
of things I sent Capts. [John ©.] McCain [and Eric] Erson, and Lieut 
j James M.] Kincaid, of the Fifty-second Regiment, together with Capt. 
[James T.] Mitchell, of the Fifty-ninth Regiment, pickets, holding their 
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_ respective commands, to the neighboring bluffs with instructions to meet 
_ the boats on their return. Col. [D. D.] Ferebee with a large portion of 
his command took position along the road, first, where the old wharf 
_ formerly stood, and Capt. [William] ‘Sharp’s company, of the same com- 
mand, was sent to meet and fire upon the boats from any point they 
could suitable for such work, but they penetrated the marsh, which was 
very deep, and drove in between 60 and 80 sharpshooters which had 
_ been thrown out from the gunboats. Now a general fire commenced 
~—on both sides, in which Colonel Ferebee and his command took [part] 
_ to a very considerable extent, but the boats found the work too hot for 
them and were forced to recede, and continued to move back, though con- 
tinually throwing out an occasional shell. As they passed the bluffs 
every man who showed himself on deck or at the port-holes was cut 
down. <As they passed down the river Captain Norfleet with his men 
pursued them, killing ali who could be seen. Here I will state that the 
pilot was hid from view and sand-bags were placed along the decks of 
the boats. As I stated before, the shelling commenced at daybreak and 
the boats remained in the river until 10.30 a. m. 

‘Our loss is 2 wounded, viz, Private Stroup, of the Fifty-second Regi- 
ment, and Private Parker, of the Fifty-ninth Regiment. 

About 1 p. m. a large force appeared across the river, consisting of 
four full regiments of infantry, one regiment of cavalry, and six pieces of 
artillery, with one or two sections of rocket guns. One of Captain 
Graham’s pieces (rifle) was placed at the depot and the other carried - 
to the bridge. For about two hours Captain Graham with his rifle | 
piece at the depot and Lieutenant Britton at the bridge entertained 
them handsomely. At3.30 or 4o’clock they retired, leaving on the field 
a few overcoats and one horse. , 

The enemy must have lost a large number on their boats and lost 
some on the field, but how many I cannot say. 

One yawl-boat was left in the river near one of the bluffs. The force 
brought in the afternoon was intended to co-operate with the gunboats, 
but came too late. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. K. MARSHALL, 
Colonel, Commanding at Franklin. 
General 8S. G. FRENCH, 
Commanding Department of North Carolina. 


OCTOBER 25, 1862.—Skirmish near Zuni, Va. 


Report of Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. 8. Army, commanding the Depart- 
ment of Virginia. — 


Fort MONROE, VA., October 27, 1862. 


An expedition was sent from Suffolk on Saturday night to the Black- 
water. It took a wrong road and did not arrive till noon, instead of 
daybreak, on Sunday. The cavalry swam the river, and some howitzers 
were sent over in canoes. The enemy were cleared from the bank of 
the river by our infantry. Much valuable information was obtained. 
- Lieut. William Wheelan, of the Mounted Rifles, a very meritorious 
officer, was killed; our only casualty. We captured a sergeant and 4 
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men of a Georgia cavalry regiment. I have directed Major-General ae | 
Peck to keep a part of his force in motion constantly, so as to accustom 
arching instead of rusting in camp. . 
_ them to marching | JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in- Chief. 


OCTOBER 31, 1862.—Skirmish at Franklin, Va. 
Report of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8S. Army. 


: SUFFOLK, VA., November 2, 1862. 

Siz: On Friday night, October 31, we surprised the enemy at Frank- 
lin about 4 a. m., and shelled him with 75 projectiles before he opened. 
As ordered, the command at once moved away and reconnoitered as far 4 
as Zuni, Isle of Wight, &e. 

After withdrawing Follett’s battery the enemy opened and kept up a 
fire on the woods until nearly 11 a. m., supposing we were there. Colonel 
Spear was in command of the advance, and thinks the execution was 
great. He reports five regiments there, one at Ivor, and a force at 
Wakefield, but numbers unknown; others scattered along the river. 
No accident on our side. Ferry was in command. Wessells is ill. 
Longstreet has been at Petersburg and may be at Wakefield, from 
which he can move to any threatened point. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-Generat. 
General Joun A. Drx, Fort Monroe. 


NOVEMBER 1-12, 1862.—Expedition from New Berne, N. C., including 
skirmishes (2d) at Little Creek and Rawle’s Mill. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. 8. Army, commanding the Department of North 
Carolina. 

No. 2.—Col. Thomas G. Stevenson, Twenty-fourth M 
ing brigade, of skirmishes at Little Creek 

No. 3.—Capt. Job Arnold, Fifth Rhode Island Infan 
and Rawle’s Mill. 


assachusetts Infantry, command- 
and Rawle’s Mill. 


try, of skirmishes at Little Creek 


No. 1. 


Report of Maj. Gen. John @. Foster, U. 8. Army, commanding the De- 
partment of North Carolina. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NortH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., November 12, 1862. 
GENERAL : I have the honor to report that, agreeably to my letter of 
the 30th ultimo informing you of my intention to make an expedition 


5 
through the eastern counties of this State and stating the object of the 
and have just arrived here on 


move, I left this post on the 31st ultimo, 
my return. 


i ae 
" 
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a I am happy to inform you that although the original plan for the cap- 

ture of the three regiments foraging in that section was, owing to the 
i condition of the roads, frustrated, the expedition will be of great service 
{ to our cause in this department. 
The First Brigade, under the command of Col. T. J.C. Amory, together 
_ with the artillery, cavalry, and wagon train, was marched from this point 
across the country to Washington. The balance of my forces, including 
_ the Second Brigade, Colonel Stevenson, and the Third Brigade, Colonel 
_ Lee, were embarked on transports and landed at Washington, where they 
Poe Te by Colonel Amory’s command on Saturday evening, the Ist 

Instant. 
_ On Sunday (the 2d) all the forces, amounting to 5,000 men, includ- 
ing twenty-one pieces of artillery, left Washington under my command 
for Williamston. On the evening of the same day we encountered the 
enemy, posted in a strong position at a small creek, called Little Creek. 
I immediately ordered Colonel Stevenson, commanding the Second 
Brigade, who was then in the advance, to make all haste in driving 
them trom the opposite side of the creek, and push on at once. The 
engagement lasted for one hour, when the enemy, being driven from 
their rifle-pits by the effective fire of Belger’s Rhode Island battery, 
retired to Rawle’s Mill, 1 mile farther on, where they made another 
stand in a recently-constructed field work. Belger’s battery and two 
batteries of the Third New York Artillery were immediately ordered 
into position, and, after a spirited engagement of half an hour, sue- 
ceeded in driving the enemy from their works and across a bridge, 
_which they burned. That night, while the pioneers rebuilt the burned 
bridge, the forces bivouacked on the field and proceeded the next 
morning to Williamston, where we arrived about noon. We started 
from there, after a short rest, in pursuit of the enemy, bivouacking 
about 5 miles from that place. , } 

On the following day we reached and occupied the fortifications at 
Rainbow Banks, 3 miles below Hamilton, and then pushed on to Ham- 
ilton. Here we expected to find some iron-clad boats said to be in 
process of construction at Hamilton, but discovered nothing of the kind. 

On the 6th left Hamilton in pursuit of the enemy toward Tarborough, 
and encamped on the same night within 10 miles of that place. It was 
my intention to pursue the enemy to Tarborough, but the exhausted 
condition of my men, most of whom had been sick during the last’ two 
months and had not yet recovered their strength, and the provisions 
being entirely exhausted so that I had to subsist the command by for- 
aging, as well as the fact that the enemy were being largely re-enforced 
by. railroad, changed my plans, and on the following morning (the 7th 
instant) I countermarched the column, reaching Hamilton the same 
night, where we remained until the next morning, when we marched 
for Williamston in the midst of a severe snow-storm. At Williamston 
we remained a day in order to give the men an opportunity to rest. 

At daylight the next day (10th instant) we started for Plymouth, 
where we arrived that night. 

The following day the troops were all re-embarked for New Berne. 

During the engagement at Rawle’s Mill and at Hamilton we captured 
5 prisoners, who were paroled at Williamston. The loss on our side con- 
sisted of 6 killed and 8 wounded. 

The expedition was instrumental in saving the town and forces at 
Plymouth from destruction and capture, as | found upon my arrival at 
the place that the enemy’s forces while lying in the vicinity, besides 
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being engaged in foraging, had reconstructed a bridge over the creek, 
3 miles outside the town, for the transportation of their artillery to the 
opposite bank. I also learned from information gathered on the spot 
that an immediate attack was to have been made on the place, but upon 
hearing of my advance from Washington and seeing the danger of their 
capture they beat a precipitate and hasty retreat. : 

The navy; under command of Commander H. K. Davenport, senior — 
officer, co-operated heartily with me during the whole time by sending _ 
five gunboats to Hamilton, and there placing four boat howitzers with 
their crews at my disposal. 

I desire to mention particularly the efficient conduct of Colonel Ste- 
venson, commanding the Second Brigade, and Colonel Potter, of the 
First North Carolina Union Volunteers. 

I recommend that Colonel Stevenson, for his efficient services on this 
mareh and in the affair of Little Creek and Rawle’s Mill, as well as pre- 
vious services at the battles of Roanoke and New Berne, be promoted to 
the rank of brigadier-general, to date from November 3, 1862. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. 


No. 2. 


Report of Col. Thomas G. Stevenson, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts In- 
ee commanding brigade, of skirmishes at Little Creek and Ravwle’s 
ill. - 


HpDQrs. SECOND BRIGADE, DEPT. OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, November 15, 1862. 


Sir: I have the honor to report the following as the result of the 
skirmishes in which my brigade was engaged on Sunday night, No- 
vember 2, 1862: 

At about dusk, as the advance guard, composed of the Marine Artil- 
lery, a company of the Tenth Connecticut, and a portion of cavalry, 
were crossing Little Creek, on the road from Washington to Williamston 
they were suddenly fired upon by the enemy from the opposite side of 
the creek, concealed in the woods on the right of the road. The cav- 
alry and infantry retired, the Marine Artillery opening fire. Two com- 
panies of the Forty-fourth were then ordered to deploy on the other side 
of the creek. In crossing, the enemy opened a brisk fire on them which 
was immediately returned with good effect, but their ammunition get- 
ting wet they were ordered to retire, which was done in good order 
with a loss of 1 killed and 6 wounded. In the mean time Captain Bel. 
ger’s battery had taken position in a corn field on the left of the road 
and opened fire, the enemy returning with musketry and artillery, which 
the well-directed fire of Captain Belger’s battery soon silenced, Two 
companies of the Forty-fourth Massachusetts were then ordered to the 
front, but the enemy again opened fire, killing 1 and wounding 1. I 
then ordered them to fall back. Captain Belger opened fire once more 
on the enemy and ina short time caused them to retreat, * 


A 
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o The column then moved forward slowly, the road being blocked up 
EE by trees cut by the retreating enemy to retard our advance which for 
1} two hours was very slow. A breastwork was found on our left which 

had the appearance of having been hastily deserted. The advance, 
t composed of the Twenty-fourth Massachusetts, soon came upon a brid ve 
burning over the creek by Rawle’s Mill. The Twenty-fourth, whilst ex- 
tinguishing the flames, were fired upon by the enemy, with both mus- 
ketry and artillery, in position on the opposite side of the creek parallel 
with the main road, the Twenty-fourth losing 1 killed and 2 wounded. 
Captain Belger soon got his battery in position, when he opened fire 
and completely routed the enemy. 
_ Too much praise cannot be awarded Captain Belger and his command 
for the masterly manner in which his guns were maneuvered, and for 
the coolness and discipline displayed by all. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. G. STEVENSON, 
f Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade. 
Maj. SourHARD HoFFrMan, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 3. 


Report of Capt. Job Arnold, Fifth Rhode Island Infantry, of skirmishes 
at Inttle Creek and Rawle’s Mill, N. C. 


Hogrs. Firta Reer. RHODE ISLAND VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp Anthony, New Berne, N. C., November 13, 1862. 


Siz: I beg leave to submit to you the following report of the part 
eee by the Fifth Rhode Island in skirmishes of Sunday, November 2, 

862: 

At the commencement of the action we received orders to support 
Belger’s Rhode Island battery. We formed in line to the right and 
rear of the battery, in the corn field to the right of the road. When 
the battery moved to take its position we filed down the road and 
formed a line about 20 paces in the rear of the battery in the field to 
the left of the road, our right resting toward the road, and there re- 
mained till ordered to follow the battery across the ford. We had 
nearly reached the road when we were ordered to remain to support a 
section of Belger’s battery, left in its former position. 

We then formed in line in rear of a rail fence to the left and rear of 
the pieces, our left resting on the woods. As soon as the battery was 
ordered forward we joined the main column, and, crossing the ford, pro- 
ceeded with it up the road to the rifle-pits this side of Rawle’s Mill, and 
remained within supporting distance of the battery while it was engaged 
in shelling the enemy. At about 1 o’clock we entered the rifle-pits and 
there remained until daylight. At one time the regiment was under 
quite heavy fire, and it gives me much pleasure to state that both offi- 


cers and men, without exception, behaved with the most perfect coolness. 
JOB ARNOLD, 


Captain, Commanding. 


Col. THOMAS G. STEVENSON, ; 
Comag. Second Brig., First Div., Dept. of North Carolina. 


* 
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- NOVEMBER 11, 1862.—Demonstration on New Berne, N. C. 


\ 


REPORTS. 
‘ 


No. 1.—Col. Thomas J. C. Amory, Seventeenth Massachusetts Infantry, commanding 
_ Brigade. . 

No. 2.—Capt. J. Waldo Denny, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 

No. 3.—Lieut. James M. Drennan, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 

No. 4,—Lieut. Henry M. Richter, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 

No. 5.—Capt. John F. Moschell, Third New York Cavalry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Col. Thomas J. C. Amory, Seventeenth Massachusetts Infantry, 
commanding Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, First DIVISION, 
New Berne, N. C., November 12, 1862. 


Magor: I have the honor to state, for the information of the general 
commanding, that on yesterday evening a report reached me that a force 
of the enemy, composed of infantry, artillery, and cavalry, estimated as 
being a brigade of at least four or five regiments, had made its appear- 
ance in front of our pickets on the Trent road, about J ackson’s house, 
and was gradually advancing as our pickets retired in this direction, | 
their supposed intention being an attack on New Berne during the tem- 
porary absence of a portion of our forces. Thad returned from Plymouth 
with a portion of my brigade only a few hours previous, and Colonel 
Kurtz, Twenty-third Massachusetts, supposing himself still in command 
of the post, failed to communicate immediately to me the information 
he had received of the enemy’s advance, but meanwhile, as he afterward 
reported to me, took the precaution tu warn the gunboats and troops 
here to be in readiness. Major Garrard, Third New York Cavalry, with 
the two mountain howitzers, had also been sent out on the Neuse road. 

Toward 9 o’clock p. m. Colonel Kurtz, by my order, reported to me, 
and at the same time Lieutenant-Colonel Mix, commanding Third New 
York Cavalry, gave me an account of the disposition already made of 
our forces, and confirmed the information I had previously received as 
to the force of the enemy. 

At this time the only regiments which had returned. from Plymouth 
were the Seventeenth, Twenty-fourth, part of the Twenty-third, and 
about 150 men of the Forty-fourth Massachusetts. None of the artil- 
lery had yet arrived. 

To make the best possible disposition according to my judgment of 
the small force then at my disposal, I withdrew all the pickets on the 
Trent road, picketing the line of the edge of woods in front of Fort Tot- 
ten, extending the line from the Trent to the Neuse River, keeping 
mounted patrols on the Neuse road as far as the cross-road to railroad 
withdrawing the remainder of cavalry with mounted howitzers. I Was 
unaware at this time that the railroad monitor was with the two com- 
panies of infantry at the bridge, 9 miles from town. As soon as possi- 
ble I sent orders for this force to fall back, but in the mean time the 
enemy had got between them and New Berne, having cut them off by 
the cross-road from Trent road past the red house. At about 2 o'clock 
a. in. these companies were attacked, 1 man killed and 2 wounded of the 


Twenty fourth Massachusetts, and the enemy dispersed by a shell thrown 
from the monitor. 


. 
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4 I recalled the company of the Seventeenth Massachusetts, stationed 
_ at Evans’ Mill, 8 miles from here. They arrived this morning at the 


ia camp of the Seventeenth Massachusetts and have since then returned. 


_ Idispatched a locomotive and train at 1.30 a. m. for Captain Lee’s bat- 
_ tery (Rocket Battalion) and all the available force, consisting of four 
companies infantry and, about 30 cavalry at Newport Barracks. They 
arrived at 8 o’clock this morning. The infantry and cavalry returned 
by the morning train; the battery remains waiting further orders. _ 
__ The Ninth New Jersey, Fifth Rhode Island, and Belger’s battery 
having arrived during the night with the gunboat Hunchback, I posted 
these troops at various points as reserves to the line of pickets with or- 
ders to the infantry in case of an attack to occupy the rifle-pits extend- 
ing across the peninsula. 

At daylight this morning I ordered out forces on the different roads 
to reconnoiter the position of the enemy, still supposing him to be in 
force somewhere in our front. The whole cavalry force under Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Mix was ordered, to scout the Neuse road as far as Batchel- 
der’s Creek. 

The Twenty-third Massachusetts, under command of Major Chambers, 
advanced along the railroad as far as the bridge, and leaving one com- 
pany to re-enforce those in charge of the monitor, returned this evening 
without having seen the enemy. 

From all the information I have been able to obtain I am inclined to 
believe that the force of the enemy which came down upon our pickets 
was much smaller than at first supposed, perhaps not over 300 men, 
infantry and cavalry. Whether or not a larger force remained in their 
rear I have not been able to learn with certainty. 

Our regular pickets have since been re-established, those on the Trent 
road, consisting of four companies Twenty-fifth Massachusetts, extend- 
ing out as far as Jackson’s. The enemy burned the negro houses oppo- 
site Jackson’s house. I think if one or two light howitzers could be 
posted with the reserves of this force it would be well. 

I would also beg leave to call the attention of the general command- 
ing to the fact that none of the block-houses are yet armed with guns. 

The earthwork at the head of county bridge, on Trent River, was 
manned partly by a platoon of the Seventeenth Massachusetts. 

A permanent guard well drilled at the heavy guns would be an ad- 
vantage. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. J. OC. AMORY, 
First Division, New Berne, N. C. 
Maj. SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Division, New Berne, N. C. 


No. 2. 
Report of Capt. J. Waldo Denny, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP HARKNESS, 
November 14, 1862. 


Simm: On the morning of Tuesday, the 11th instant, by your permis- 
sion I ordered a party of 50 men, under command of Lieut. J. M. Dren- 
nan, of Company IF, of my command, to proceed by an indicated route 
to the red house, and thence to the Trent road, at a point near the 
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Grapevine House, so called, near ‘the Deep Gully, and from that point 


to return to this camp. The report of that scout by Lieutenant Drennan 


is inclosed herein and made a part of this report; also report of Lieut. 
Il. M. Richter, officer of the day, who rendered efficient service with a 
small force of pickets in defending our lines from the attack of the enemy. 

Upon learning of the attack upon our lines at about 4 o’clock p.m. I 
immediately caused my command at this camp—Companies I, G, and 
K, of the Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Regiment—to fall in, and followed 
your command of cavalry to the scene of action, dispatching orders to 
Company H, encamped 1 mile below this camp, to follow with all haste. 
Upon reaching the corner of the road going to the rear of French’s 
house I met a private of your command riding his horse back from the 
engagement upon arun. He cried out to me to halt, as the enemy were 
coming down fast and in force. Supposing the order came from you | 
halted my command and proceeded on the road alone, being mounted, 
until I reached Lieutenant Tew with a reserve infantry force, being 
those who in part composed the scouting party. This officer stated 
that his men were exhausted, and that my companies could be of serv- 
ice. I immediately ordered my command forward and approached the 
Rocky Kun under a fire of shell from the enemy, and turned to the 
right from the Trent road to the rear of the position held by you with 
your command. I reported to you at this point, and immediately after 
ordered Captain Wageley, of Company G, to take up position on the 
left of the Trent road: so as to cover the bridge by his fire. 

After remaining in our position for fifteen minutes, upon information 
that the.enemy were attempting to flank us on our right, I withdrew my 
command to the road in rear of French’s house, holding position in the 
narrow belt of timber upon that road and the right of Trent road, when 
we were joined by your command, taking position on the road in our 
rear, I sent a messenger to Captain Wageley informing him of our 
change of position and ordering him to join us in case of any strong 
attack upon him from the front or any appearance of an attack upon 
our flanks. 

At this point Lieutenant Foster, in command of Company H, Twenty- 
fifth Massachusetts Regiment, reported to me with his command. Hold- 
ing this position for some time we finally retired from it, with your ap- 
proval, to gain a stronger position near the wood west of Mr. Eubanks’ 
house. This was a strong position, where I flanked two companies 
upon each side of the road, guarding the position so we could not be 
flanked on either side without our knowledge. Very soon, however, 
Major Garrard, of your regiment, who tad arrived and assumed com. 
mand, ordered me to retire with my command to our camp, where he 
ordered me to place two companies in the clearing at Mr. Whitford’s 
house, on the other side of Blakely’s Branch, to support a howitzer 
placed in the road at that point. He also ordered me to place two com- 
panies in the yard of the Harrison house, both of which orders were 
executed, In about thirty minutes Major Garrard informed me he had 
orders from Colonel Kurtz, m command at New Berne, to retire to that, 
city, and ordered me to retire with my command, taking such valuables 
as we could carry. We withdrew in order and marched as far as the 
belt of woods on the Trent road, next to Fort. Totten, where I was or- 
dered to deploy my detachment, which I did. Ina short time I received 
orders from Major Garrard to withdraw to the city with my command 
which I did, taking quarters for the ni ght at Camp Oliver. 

The next morning, upon orders from Colonel Amory, comman 


brigade, I returned to this camp, finding the tents un molested. 


ding 
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Only two of my command were slig i 
ARSE net on ten e slightly wounded, one in the face and 
I desire to call attention particularly to the coolness and bravery of 
Lieutenant Drennan and the men under his command, who twice drove 
back an overpowering force of the enemy and held them in check for 
nearly or quite an hour and a half. I think the advance of the enemy 
would have been disastrous to us had it not been for the brave conduct 
of Lieutenant Drennan. 
All the officers and nen of my command behaved themselves gallantly 
under fire. 
Respectfully, yours, 
: J. W. DENNY, 
Captain, 25th Massachusetts, Commanding Detachment. 
Captain MoscHELL, 
Third New York Cavalry, Commanding Post. 


[Indorsement.] 


‘Received November 15,-1862, 10 a.m., and approved. Forwarded to 
Colonel Amory, Seventeenth Massachusetts. : 
JNO. F. MOSCHELL, 
Captain, Commanding Outpost. 


No. 3. 
Report of Lieut. James M. Drennan, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 


Camp HARKNESS, Vovember —, 1862. 


Siem: I have the honor to report that on Tuesday morning I caused 
to be detailed by your orders from the three companies in this camp a 
force of 50 men, 3 corporals, and 3 sergeants, with Lieutenant Tew, and 
started on a foraging expedition, traveling as near as possible the route 
indicated by you. 

We met with little success until we arrived near the red house, 
where we came onto cattle and swine. Wesoon shot down and dressed 
what we wanted and started for camp, taking the road nearest to Deep 
Gully. Being in the enemy’s lines we advanced with caution. Soon, 
or about 3 o’clock p. m., my advance guard reported a force of cavalry, 
which I discovered as the enemy’s. I deployed part of my command as 
skirmishers in the woods, on both sides of the road, with the remainder 
under Lieutenant Tew as a reserve, and advanced immediately on the 
place welast saw them. I gave orders not to fire unless fired on. As we 
came out on the Trent road the enemy were leaving the house at the 
grapevine, near the gully, and made all speed for the latter place. I did 
not deem it prudent to follow them, for many reasons, but started for 
camp, throwing out an advance and rear guard. After stopping about 
fifteen or twenty minutes to rest about 1 mile this side, we resumed our 
march for camp, and had barely time to get inside our vedettes when 
they attacked in force, driving in the outpost. : 

I immediately ordered our wagons to camp, and with 6 men went to 
the front to give them check. My men labored under the disadvantage 
of having the bright sun in their eyes and on their pieces, but we drove 
them from the open field into the woods. They rallied. I sent for the 
remainder of the first platoon and deployed them as skirmishers. A 
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brisk fire was kept up for some time by beth parties until the enemy 
gave way and ran for the woods again. We followed them, driving 
them back in the woods out of sight (but not out of hearing, as much 
abusive language passed back and forth). We occupied the ground 
held by them for about ten minutes. I judged their game was to draw 
us on, I had previously heard the rumbling of ‘artillery back of them, 


and I fell back on the rise of ground to my first position in close order. ei 


They charged down the road to the position they had occupied and I 
had just left, and deployed again, I doing the same behind the fence in 
my position. In this relative position the firing was brisk on both sides. 
The enemy opened with two pieces of artillery and a heavy line of 
Skirmishers, throwing out a force on both my flanks. I remained as lon g 
as I deemed it prudent, then fell back in good order on the Jackson 
house, and finally crossed the creek and took up a position just this 
side, removing the planks from the bridge, &e. 

I remained in this last position until Captain Moschell’s cavalry com- 
pany came up and Lieutenant Richter, with the reserve pickets; also 
your own command. 

My force kept the enemy in check about one hour and a half in the 
fight and I think three hours from the time we first saw them. The 
men of my command behaved splendidly under fire and deserved much 
credit. 

You knowing so well the lay of the land I have not appended a dia- 
gram. 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. M. DRENNAN, 
Lieut. Comdg. Co. F, Twenty-fifth Regiment Mass. Vols. 


Capt. J. W. Denny, 
Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 


No. 4. 
Report of Lieut. Henry M. Richter, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 


CAMP NEAR HARRIson’s HovusE, 
November 12, 1862. 

Str: Yesterday afternoon at about 3 o'clock I heard firing in front 
of the outpost while I was visiting the pickets. I Supposed the firing 
came from the foraging party which had left camp in the morning at 8 
o’clock, under command of Lieutenant Drennan, so I rode slowly ‘back 
waiting for an increase or continuation of the firing. Abouta mile this 
side of Jackson’s house I heard heavy masketry, and was informed by 
4 mImessenger that the. outpost was attacked by infantry cavalry ee 
artillery, while Lieutenant Drennan held the Jackson house with his 
fatigue party. I at once dispatched all my pickets double-quiek to the 
bridge about 50 paces this side of Jackson’s house, where J relieved 
Lieutenant Drennan, who took the reserve, deploying my men 16 stron 
as Skirmishers and holding bridge and creek, : . 

The enemy in front of me was infantry, covered by an elevation of 
the ground, so that I had no object to fire on. The fire of the enemy 
had no effect whatever, as my men laid low and were covered by re 
We only fired a few shots at the enemy when he showed himself. with 
what effect I cannot say. . CERO 


Cuar. XXX,] DEMONSTRATION ON NEW BERNE, N. 0. 29 


Lieutenant Ebbs, of the Third New York Cavalry, informed me that 
the rebels were trying to flank me by the way of Taylor’s house in strong 
force. I kept the creek about ten minutes longer, and as I could not 
see any re-enforcements on our side (the cavalry having taken another 
position not known by me) I went slowly in retreat across the field 
toward the roads, the enemy charging in line of battle at my former 
position, their shots having no effect on. my men. At the same time 
the right of the enemy charged the bridge with cavalry, and placing a 
howitzer on a bluff on the right of the road they sent a few shells over 
us without doing any damage. 

At French’s gate I formed my squad in line on one side of the road to 
give you a chance to pass down with your fresh command, which was 
approaching me. As my men were tired out by running up to the place 
ot action J took position in your rear, throwing out pickets to the right 
of the road toward French’s house, which road leads to Taylor’s, Lieu- 
tenant Drennan doing the same on the left of the road leading to the 
mill near Jackson’s house. There L reported to you when the battalion 
fell back, and dismissed my pickets to their respective companies. 

J am, sir, your obedient servant, 
, HENRY M. RICHTER, 
First Lieut. Twenty-jifth Regt. Mass. Vols., Officer of the Day. 


Capt. J. W. DENNY, Commanding Battalion. 


No. 5. 
Reports of Capt. John F. Moschell, Third New York Cavatry. 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOST ON TRENT ROAD, 
Harrisons House, November 13, 1862. 

On the 11th instant I authorized Lieutenant Drennan and Lieutenant 
Tew, of Twenty-fifth Massachusetts, to go out near the red house to 
get some fresh meat, they having failed to supply us any from the sub- 
sistence department at New Berne. On the way back they came across 
a force of rebels,: with three cannon, some cavalry, and infantry. They 
kept them at bay from 2.30 p. m. until 3.30, and fell back to my cavalry 
vedettes; they fired at them, and, the infantry assisting them, kept them 
back until word was sent to me at this place. I immediately went to 
their assistance with the balance of my force. I also sent word down 
to the commanding officer at New Berne, Colonel Kurtz; he sent Major 
Garrard out with three more companies of cavalry and the two mount- 
ain howitzers belonging to the regiment, when I was relieved from com- 
mand by him. He ordered my forces to fall back to camp and after- 
ward to New Berne, leaving all the Government and private property 
belonging to the command. Fortunately the rebels did not come down 
any farther than the Jackson house. / 

As far as I could ascertain the enemy’s force consisted of two com- 
panies of artillery, four of cavalry, and three or four regiments of in- 
fantry. It is reported they are out about 8 miles from New Berne, on 
the Trent road, now. 

Respectfully reported. i : 

7 e honor to be, yours, We. 

as On OF os? JNO. F. MOSCHELL, 
Captain, Third New York Cavalry, Comdg. Outpost. 


Major-General FOSTER. 
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7 ra) 4r) 1 oral ~Houské 
HEADQUARTERS OUTPOST AT HARRISON'S SE, 
On Trent Road, N. O., November 13, 1862. _ 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to make the following report for the in- 
formation of the commanding general : : Pea 8) é 

On Tuesday, the 11th instant, I gave Captain Denny permission to 
send Lieutenants Drennan and Tew, with 50 men, out beyond the lines 
toward the red house to get some fresh meat (the subsistence depart- 
ment having failed to supply them any for some time) for his detach- 
ment. On their way back they came across a force of the enemy which 
they drove back toward the Deep Gully about 3 o’clock p. m. ; 

Lieutenant Drennan then came on toward camp, and when he arrived 
at our outpost, or vedettes, they were followed by the enemy’s cavalry 
and some artillery, which they posted near, and fired a couple of shot 
with a 6-pounder. Lieutenant Drennan made a stand, together with 
our cavalry, and fired’ several rounds, but finally falling back to the 
Jackson Creek Bridge. One of the cavalry vedettes (Henry Rancier) 
was wounded in the calf of his leg (flesh wound). ; 

Information being sent me that we were attacked on the outpost ‘by 
cavalry, artillery, and infantry, I immediately proceeded with my com- 
pany, and, ordering Captain Denny with his infantry detachment to 
follow, L arrived at the creek bridge just as Lieutenant Drennan had 
crossed, and a shot from the cannon striking near did not deem it pru- 
dent to take my whole force across. 

Lieutenant Ebbs and a couple of nty company went across to see what 
position they were in. I had four men tear up the planks of the bridge 
to make it impassable for the artillery to cross. 

1 formed my men on the right of the road and sent Lieutenant Ebbs 
with two or three men behind Mr. French’s house to the road leading 
to the red house, and a couple to the road leading toward Taylor’s to 
prevent a flank movement. 

Lalso ordered Lieutenant Drennan to fall back a little, for his men and 
himself were completely jaded out. When Lieutenant Richter came up 
with a squad I ordered him to deploy on my right as skirmishers. Then 
I withdrew a little more on account of the enemy coming up in full force 
with infantry and forming in front of us, and their cavalry on their left, 
with a piece of artillery. 

A piece of artillery at the Jackson house was worked with shell, which 
exploded over the left flank of my company. At this time (it getting 
quite dark) I ordered Captain Wageley and his company (G) on the left 
of the road to watch the bridge and to prevent their crossing at the 
mill, an@ ordered Captain Denny with the balance of the infantry to 
fall back to the junction of the road leading from Trent road to the red 
house this side Mr. French’s house, and afterward fall back with my com- 
pany to the house known as Ben. Ansley’s, this side French’s, but leav- 
ing nine mounted vedettes at three points (three in each place). At this 
place Sergeant Middaugh, in charge of Major Garrard’s advance guard 
cameup. Lordered Captain Denny and the infantry to fall back and form 
on the right and left of the road at the 5-mile post, and ordered Lieu- 
tenant Ebbs to form my company in rear of them behind a skirt of pine 
timber. At this time Lieutenant Chamberlain came up and delivered a 
message from Major Garrard for me to have the infantry fall back to 
camp, and after the infantry fell back to camp to have my company fall 
back and cover their retreat. I posted at six different places with three 


mounted vedettes in a place, and after visiting them went back and re- 
ported to Major Garrard. 


. 
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, . Major Garrard immediately ordered me to call in all my vedettes, 
"| which I immediately did. : 
| _ One of the vedettes lost his revolving rifle in fallin g back; the strap 
broke and in the dark could not find it. 
The men behaved well in every instance. Lieutenant Ebbs saw three 
regimental colors and three cannons drawn by mules, and four guidons. 
I have the honor, colonel, to be, very respectfully, yours, &e., 


| z JNO. F. MOSCHELL, 
| a > Captain, Third New York Cavalry, Commanding Outpost. 


Col. Joun Mix, 
Commanding Third New York Cavalry. 


NOVEMBER 12-14, 1862.—Operations about Suffolk, Va., including skir- 
mishes (12th) at Providence Church and (14th) at Blackwater Bridge 
and Zuni, Va. 


Report of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8S. Army, commanding at Suffolk. 


SUFFOLK, November 14, 1862. 


About 11 o’clock p. m. on the 12th Colonel Claiborne, with 300 men, 
attacked our picket of New York Mounted Rifles at Providence Church, 
and was repulsed, retiring to the Blackwater. Last evening the same 
picket was fired upon again. Colonel Dodge was sent out to recon- 
noiter, and reached Windsor about midnight. At dawn he moved for 
Blackwater Bridge; had a brisk skirmish; drove their guard over; 
crossed a few men; captured three tents complete, canteens, camp ket- 
tles, two muskets, and all the camp equipage of the guard of 30 men. 
Strong breastworks were discovered a short distance back from the 
ford. He then moved up to Joyner’s Ford, which was barricaded ; 
Next to Zuni, where a strong guard offered much resistance. After 
bringing up his howitzers they fell back. They have strong rifle-pits 
there, from which they-kept up a sharp fire upon our dismounted skir- 
mishers. All their cooking utensils, seven rifles, cartridge-boxes, a 
sword, and many other things, with two of the guard, fell into our 
hands. The loss of the enemy was much greater than ours, which is 
5 wounded. ; 

These affairs are very handsome, and follow close upon the two late 
ones near Zuni and Franklin. 

I trust these operations will meet your approval. 


JOHN J. PECK, 
‘ Major-General. 


Major-General Dix, ee 
Commanding Department of Virginia. 
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NOVEMBER 16, 1862.—Skirmish at Gloucester Point, Va, 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Henry M. Naglee, U. 8S. Army, commanding at Yorktown. 
No. 2.—Col. William W. H. Davis, One hundred and fourth Pennsylvania Infantry. 


No 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Henry M. Naglee, U. S. Army, commanding at York- 
town. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Yorktown, Va, November 16, 1862. 


CoLoNEL: I would respectfully report that at 4 o’clock this morning 
a dash was nade upon the picket line at Gloucester Point, and 1 man 
of the One hundred and fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers was killed, 3 
were wounded, and 3 made prisoners. 

The picket was an advanced one of 12 persons, made by Colonel 
Davis, beyond supporting distance from the main picket line, within 
the last four days, and without my knowledge; and that, although ad- 
vised at 11 p. m., five hours in advance, that the enemy were lurking 
upon the road, no proper order was given to support the advance picket 
or to withdraw it. 

This attack was made after Captain Hall had gone over the same 
road at midnight, as reported to you by this mail, and nothing was 
seen or known by either of the movements of the other. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
HENRY M. NAGLEE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. . 
Col. D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fortress Monroe, Va. 


No. 2. 


Report of Col. William W. H. Davis, One hundred and fourth Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Gloucester Point, Va., November 16, 1862. 

CaApratn: I have the honor to report that last night about 11 o'clock 
I received information througha contraband that a force of rebel cavalry 
said to be 600 strong, was on the road to Gloucester, 2 miles in front of 
my picket lines. 1 immediately sent two companies to strengthen the 
pickets, and wrote a note to Major Hall, who with his force was still 
within the lines, giving the information to him. He had left however 
before my messenger reached his camp, and did not get the information 
which might have proved valuable to him. 

Things remained quiet until about 4 o’clock this morning, when a picket 
stationed on the Gloucester road discovered a party of cavalry approach 
ing them. When challenged they answered, first, ‘Federals ” an d then 
“One hundred and seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry,” and immediate] 
poured two volleys into the pickets drawn up in the road. Our loss isl 
killed, 3 wounded, and 3 missing, It is not known whether any loss was 
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‘Sustained by the enemy, but a colored man who was near by thinks some 
of them were hurt. The man who was killed was first made prisoner 
but was shot because he refused to mount behind a cavalryman. His 
‘body was left lying in the road, but was recovered and brought into 
camp this morning. 
A negro came to the lines this morning and states that the enemy was 
about 75 strong, and was concealed near the Hook store waiting for our 
cavalry to pass out. A corporal who lately deserted from the One hun- 
dredth New York Regiment was with the party of the enemy and direct- 
“ing their movements. The point where the attack was made is about a 
third of a mile outside the picket lines, and the men, 12 in number, were 
thrown out as an advance post. Iam informed that when the enemy 
left the ground they announced that they intended to return to King 
and Queen County. 
If I learn anything additional I will immediately communicate it to 
you. 


I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. We He DAVIS, 
Colonel One hundred and fourth Pennsylvania Vols., Comdg. 
Capt. GEorcE H. JounsTon, pe ee eens 
Assistant Adjutant-General. Shs SEEPS RCO fee 
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NOVEMBER 17, 1862.—Affair near Carrsville, Va. Be 
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Report of Maj. Gen. John J. Péck, oTe8. Army. i ee 


922 9 


SUFFOLK, November 17, 18620 7+° 
GENERAL: At noon Major Wetherill with 150-mer -camig upga-400 
cavalry half-way between Holland’s Corners and: Carrsville. ~ Ee, re- 
ported fighting and retiring slowly. From not hearing from: ]yiar I in- 
fer that he is all right. 
My expedition left at 1 o’clock to-day and I hope for results. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
: Major-General. 
Major-General DIx. 


NOVEMBER 18, 1862.—Skirmish at Franklin, Va. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army, commanding at Su ffoll. 


SUFFOLK, November 18, 1862—1 p. m. 


General Wessells reports that the enemy has been re-enforced at 
Franklin in infantry and artillery, and that he is strong there. The 
fords have been blocked, the approaches closed, and the crossing 1s 
bad. A smart skirmish at the river, with only a horse wounded. It 

- leoks like rain. 

JOHN J. PECK, 

5 Major-General. 

General Dix, Fort Monroe. 
3 RB R—VOL XVII 
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SuFFOLK, VA., November 18, 1862. 


GeneRAL: I advised you this afternoon of the reports from Wessells. 
The boats broke last night en route, and they were not able to make the 
bridge support the artillery. During the morning the enemy were 1n 
order of battle back from where he proposed to cross. He has shelled 
their camps. About noon he moved down in front of Franklin and 
was shelling the place. They are superior in numbers, and he thinks ~ 
have from eight to twelve pieces. Only one wounded. Have advised 

* him to move in near the Deserted House and come in to-morrow. A 
larger infantry force is needed for this position to enable us to cross 
that river in the presence of the force there, and the supports that may 
be sent by two railways. They could easily have re-enforced from 
Weldon during the day or from Wakefield or Ivor. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe. 


MOVEMBER, 22, 1862.—Reconnaissance from Williamsburg, Va. 


© . 


Report of ‘May.: GeteTohn A. Dix, U. 8. Army, commanding the Depart- 
Cyt + fel *. ment of Virginia. 
es . * 2". Fort Monroe, VA., November 23, 1862. 
* A reconnaissance was Made from, Williamsburg yesterday toward the 

Chickahominy. Killéd 2 and captured 6 of the enemy and took 11 
-«:thorses. No loss on otir:Side. 
Rect tiee Gr piten'e JOHN A. DIX, 

: Major-General. 


‘Major-General IfAbLECK, 
cara << General-in- Chief. 


of 
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NOVEMBER 25, 1862.—Capture of the United States steamer Ellis, New 
River, N. C. 


Report of Brig. Gen. W. I. O. Whiting, C. S. Army, commanding Defenses 
of Cape Fear River.* 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., November 28, 1862. 
GENERAL: I have the pleasure of reporting that Captain Newkirk 
of the cavalry, and Captain Adams, with a section of a field battery, 
have destroyed a steam gunboat of the enemy on New River. Her 
crew escaped. Her armament, ammunition, small-arms, and many ar- 
ticles of value will be saved. The enemy attempted to fire her, but 
being of iron but little damage was done. Great credit is due to Cap- 
tains Newkirk and Adams and their officers and men. 
Very respectfully, 
0 Hs 2 C. WHITING, 
regadier-Gei mar 
Maj. Gen. GUSTAVUS W. SMITH, f erable Heisek 
Commanding, &e., Richmond, Va. 


* For reports of Commander H. K. Da venport and Lieut. Willi ushi : 
L REDE ct a : am B. Cush ae 
Navy, see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 1, 1862. Shae 


‘ 
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DECEMBER 2, 1862.—Skirmish on the Blackwater, near Franklin, Va. 
REPORTS. 
No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. 8. Army, commanding the Department of Virginia, 
No. 2.—Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army. 
Nosh)! 


) _ eports of Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. 8. Army, commanding the Depart- 
ment of Virginia. 


Fort MONROE, VA., December 2, 1862. 


__ An expedition sent out from Suffolk yesterday by Major-General 
Peck captured to-day the celebrated Petersburg Rocket Battery, which 


| was taken from our army, and drove the enemy across the Blackwater 


at Franklin. We have thirty odd prisoners, and are picking up more in 
the woods. Many of the enemy killed and wounded; our loss trifling. 
} I will furnish details by mail. 
$s JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Hpqrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Tort Monroe, Va., December 4, 1862. 


GENERAL: I sent you a message the day before yesterday, by tele- 
graph, in regard to an action near the Blackwater between a party of 
the enemy and a portion of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, sent 
out from Suffolk by Major-General Peck the previous day. Colonel 
Spear, of that regiment, Who commanded the expedition, returned last 
night, bringing back his entire force, consisting, in addition to a part of 
his own regiment, of portions of the Thirty-ninth Tlinois, Colonel Os- 
born; Sixty-second Ohio, Colonel Pond; One hundred and thirtieth 
New York, Colonel Gibbs; Sixth Massachusetts, Colonel Follansbee ; 
One hundred and third Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell; two 
sections of Davis’ Massachusetts Light Battery and one section of How- 
ard’s battery, Fourth U.S. Artillery; in all, about 3,100 men. The ex- 
pedition was sent out in pursuance of the object, heretofore explained 
to you, of keeping a part of my force in constant motion, and also to as- 
certain the truth of information reported to Major-General Peck in regard 
to the movement of the enemy in the vicinity of Franklin. While Colonel 
Spear’s force was breakfasting his pickets were driven in, and a charge 
was made by about 500 of the enemy’s cavalry, with a section of a rocket 
battery. It was gallantly met by Colonel Spear, at the head of 300 of 
his regiment, and the enemy, thrown into confusion by his impetuous 
attack, recoiled, and was driven over his floating bridge at Franklin, 
which is protected by a battery of heavy guns. Ten or 12 of the enemy 
were killed and 20 were taken prisoners. We also captured 14 horses, 
a quantity of harness, 7 saddles, 42 rifles, 70 rockets of 12 and 15 pounds, 
and other minor articles. We sustained no loss either in men or horses. 
General Peck speaks.in high terms of the gallantry of Colonel Spear, 
who has distinguished himself on more than one occasion by his prompt 
and spirited movements; and the colonel mentions with commendation 
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Major Stratton and Lieutenants Buttz and Roper, of his regiment. The 
enemy retreated so suddenly that our artillery and infantry were not 
brought into action. The enemy’s floating bridge swings from one bank 
of the Blackwater, which is very narrow, to the other, and is withdrawn 
from our side as soon as his forces cross. : 

Col. J. R. Griffin and Major Boggs commanded the insurgents. Gen- 
eral R. A. Pryor has just taken command at Franklin. ‘ 

With the means of crossing, the enemy’s position at Franklin might 
easily have been attacked, and in all probability carried. " 

T am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


No. 2. 
Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army, 


SuFFOLK, December 2, 1862. 

Our expedition, of which I advised you yesterday, has been a great 
success. Spies were sent in and a trap was sprung, but the rebels were 
caught. They attacked the advance this morning beyond Carrsville. 
We repulsed them, capturing the famous Petersburg Rocket Battery, 
and drove the whole force over the river. Weare now shelling Frank- 
lin, having no means of crossing. 

Jeneral Roger A. Pryor in command at Franklin; Col. Joel R. Griffin 
commanding the cavalry and Major Boggs the artillery; thirty odd 
prisoners now, more being found in the woods; many of the enemy 
killed and wounded. Our loss trifling. 

Colonel Spear led his cavalry most gallantly upon the enemy’s ad- 
vance. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe. 


SUFFOLK, December 2, 1862. 

In view of operations elsewhere, and of the fact that Spear has no 
means of crossing except with much loss and ‘some risk of failure, I 
have directed him to hold on and shell the place, coming in to-night 
mp ate ~T 19 re ‘ . j 7 _ " 
The victory is NOW complete, but a repulse in crossing would take off 
the edge. The rebels have been tearing up the rails, so that we are 
not able to-day to use more than 8 or 10 miles. Parties are out at 
work. Will we get any pontoons? 

JOHN J. PECK, 


‘ee Major-General. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe. 


; SUFFOLK, VA., December 3, 1862. 
On the morning of the 1st, contrabands reported that the rebels were 
throwing up works near the railway, 4 miles this side of Franklin, J 


inn 
1 
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© ordered Colonel Spear to proceed there during the night with portions 
ot the Thirty-ninth Ilinois, Colonel Osborn; Sixty-second Ohio, Colonel 

Pond; One hundred and thirtieth New York, Colonel Gibbs; Sixth 

Massachusetts, Colonel Follansbee ; One hundred and third Pennsyl- 
- vania, Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell; two sections of Davis’, one of 

Howard’s artillery, and a portion of his cavalry—in all 3,100—for infor- 

mation, and to drive off any force that he found there. 

_ No works were found, but while breakfasting his pickets were driven 
_ in ard a furious charge was made by some 500 cavalry, with a section 
— of a rocket battery. 
Colonel Spear took 300 of his cavalry and gallantly led them upon 
the head of the column, which recoiled under this impetuous attack. 
Confusion ensued; many jumped off and fled into the woods, while 
others put about for Franklin. 

The cannoneers and horses being disabled, the gallant Pennsylvanians 
made quick work with the battery, and chased the Georgian squadrons 
to their floating bridge under the guns of Franklin. Besides driving 
the enemy over the river and capturing his section, 10 or 12 were killed 
and 20 made prisoners. Fourteen horses, harness, 7 saddles, 42 rifles, 
70 rockets of 12 and 15 pound, and other minor articles fell into our 
hands. 

No portion of the artillery or infantry was called upon, and I am 
happy to say that no loss of men or horses was sustained. Col. J. R. 
Griffin and Major Boggs commanded. General R. A. Pryor had just 
assumed command and was making his reconnaissance toward Suffolk. 

This brilliant affair entitles Colonel Spear to great credit and adds 
to his already high reputation. He mentions favorably Major Stratton 
and Lieutenants Buttz and Roper. ; 

Very respectfully, ° : 


JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN A. DIx, 
Commanding Department of Virginia, &c. 


DECEMBER 8-12, 1862.—Reconnaissances from Suffolk to the Blackwater 
and skirmishes at and about Zuni, Va. 


REHEPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of Virginia. 
No. 2.—Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U.S. Army, commanding at Suffolk, Va. 
No. 3.—Capt. J. II. Sikes, Company D, Seventh Confederate States Cavalry. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Maj. Gen, John A. Dix, U.S. Army, commanding the Depart- 
ment of Virginia. 


Fort Monroe, VA., December 8, 1862. 
The troops in this department will be ready to move at short notice. 
Banks’ expedition, which came here wanting large amounts of quarter- 
master, commissary, and ordnance stores, has drawn us very LOS, On 
fresh supplies have been ordered. In furtherance of Toster’s move- 


=a 
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ment a eavalry force from Suffolk was thrown down upon the Chowan, 
near the mouth of the Blackwater, to-day. At midnight to-night South 
Quay camp will be shelled. On Thursday a dash will be made on Ivor, 
pear Zuni. All this with a view to keep the enemy busy and to draw 
off his attention, and, if possible, his troops from Weldon, &e. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
CGeneral-in- Chief 


Fort Monro, VA., December 12, 1862. 
Some of our cavalry got across the Blackwater; captured a captain, a 
sergeant, and 11 privates and killed a considerable number of the en- 
emy. Our loss, 1 killed and 11 wounded. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Hpers. Dept. oF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., December 1:5, 1862. 

GENERAL: The demonstrations were made as promised. On Mon- 
day we had a considerable force near the mouth of the Blackwater, or 
its junction with Chowan. On Tuesday we shelled South Quay. On 
Thursday we were to have been at Zrmi, but from the badness of the 
roads General Ferry did not get there till yesterday morning (Friday). 
There was sharp fighting during the day, but we did not succeed in 
crossing, except with a small part of our cavalry. 

We killed a considerable number of the enemy, captured a captain, a 
sergeant, and 11 men, and drew a large force there—part, as we sup- 
pose, from Weldon. We had 1 man killed and 11 wounded. 

I heard from General Peck last night, and he supposed the object of 
the demonstration accomplished. There was an article in the Northern 
papers, which went to Richmond, of course, stating that General Emory 
had sailed from this post to re-enforce you, and I fear this false report 
has induced the enemy to strengthen himself in your front. 

Hoping to hear favorable news from you, I am, respectfully and 
truly, general, yours, : 

JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, 


Commanding Department of North Carolina. 


INO. 2: 


Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8. Army, commanding at Suffolk, Va. 


. SUFFOLK, VA., December 8, 1862. 
_ Besides giving Foster Wessells’ old brigade I proposed making a se- 
ries of demonstrations toward Blackwater for his benefit, if practicable. 
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Accordingly Colonel Dodge will be on the Chowan at noon this day, at 
Manny’s Ferry, and give the impression that he is looking for a cross- 
ing. Only 14 miles from railway but 20 from Suffolk. About midnight 
_ South Quay camp will be shelled. Thursday night dash at Ivor or 
_ Franklin. 
| _ Had Wessells’ old troops remained, proposed making clean thing of 
Franklin; but I am weaker than before. These new men do not know 
| their facings, and their hearts are not in warfare, judging from their 
_desertions. Can you loan me two old regiments for four or five days, 
_ to arrive light on Wednesday? We must not fail if we attempt on 
! Franklin. Nottoway Bridge being done brings Weldon within two 
_ hours’ time. 


JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, Fort Monroe. 


, SUFFOLK, December 8, 1862. 
J alluded to the arrival of two regiments at Franklin this morning. 
This is confirmed; also that a third one was sent down on Friday to 
Wakefield and marched across to Franklin. I have a man who left 
- Petersburg on Friday. He says all the approaches are being fortified ; 
_ that infantry and artillery were sent to Wakefield; that Jackson’s in- 
fantry was falling back to Richmond. He was told that a brigade of 
Stuart’s cavalry was coming to the Blackwater; that the troops of 
General French had been ordered this way. He heard that 5,000 had 
~ gone from here to Carolina. 
JOHN J, PECK, 
Major-General. 
General Dix. 


SUFFOLK, December 9, 1862. 
We shelled the rebei camps about midnight at South Quay. 
Has been very cold; ice thick enough to bear a horse. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. . 
Major-General DIx. 


SUFFOLK, December 9, 1862. 
We threw seventy odd shells into the South Quay camps with effect. 
Found the Chowan strongly picketed and watched. <A brigade and 500 
cavalry on the Lower Blackwater, below Franklin. stohh 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
Major-General Drx. 


SUFFOLK, VA., December 12, 1862. 


Ferry’s command was all night on the route, in consequence of the 
numerous detentions, and had no sleep. The demonstrations since Mon- 
day having been very successful in drawing the very marked attention 
of the enemy, I have directed the return to-morrow of the commands. 
One captain, 1 sergeant, and 11 privates were captured on the other 
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bank in the rifle-pits. Some of our horse got over. The river was 
high, not fordable, and filled with obstructions, so that they could not. 
bridge it under fire. Our loss, 1 killed and 11 wounded. Enemy’s loss 


considerable JOHN J. PECK, 
; Major-General. - 
Major-General Drx. 


SUFFOLK, VA., December 12, 1862. 


General Ferry’s demonstration is having the effect of drawing troops’ 
in that quarter, so that-on the whole line we shall greatly benefit Gen- 
eral Foster. He reports the river all blocked with trees and other ob- 
structions; long lines of rifle-pits heavily lined with sharpshooters. 
Brigade of cavalry has arrived at Ivor. This last was reported to me | 
by a man I have, and is confirmed. Has not crossed. Sharp firing now. 
’ ', JOHN. J, PROCK 

Major-General. 

Major-General Drx. 


SUFFOLK, VA., December 12, 1862. 


Franklin has been heavily re-enforced. Pryor was at Carrsville on 
Tuesday, and remained with 5,000 infantry, with his advance near Hol- 
land’s Corners. Spear is at Carrsville watching the flank of Ferry. 
This corroborates my information sent you from deserters and contra- 
bands. Firing in direction of Zuni. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 
Major-General Drx. 


{Addenda.]} 


Memorandum of understanding between Captain Flusser and General Fos- 
ter, December 6, 1862. 


Ist. Captain Flusser to furnish pilots for the Chowan River to the 
army transports. 

2d. On the 11th to be in the Upper Chowan with one or two gunboats; 
more gunboats if he can furnish them. These are to be re-enforced by ; 
two or more army gunboats, to be under Captain Flusser’s command. 

3d. To communicate with Major-General Peck, commanding at Suffolk 
by means of parties sent from Winfield. The letter to be so written 
that if it falls into the hands of the enemy he will think that the at- 
tack is to be made on the Blackwater in earnest instead of being a 
demonstration. The word “co-operate” will express this idea to Gen- 
eral Peck in speaking of your assistance. This letter must be sent at 
once. - The general impression to be given to those who may communi- 
ae to the enemy is that'a serious attack is to be made on the Black- 
water. 

4th. The coal-schooner to be brought up by Captain Graves is to be 


sent back to Roanoke Island as soon as the immediate wants of the 
gunboats are satisfied. 
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. oth. The demonstration on the Blackwater is to continue for one week 
_ from the 11th, unless Captain Flusser hears from General Foster to the 
contrary, and even then the strong show of force is to continue for a 
few days longer, and even until General Foster sends to inform him 
_ that the main attack is completed. The force then is to make some 
hostile demonstration on the 11th, to keep it up until the 19th, and then 
| to maintain a hostile attitude until he hears from General Foster. 

6th. General Foster will write to General Peck through the canal, 
but this is not to prevent Captain Flusser Sending a letter also. The 
| Tough draught of a suitable letter is inclosed. 
|— C. W. FLUSSER, 
pa Tteutenant-Commander. 

J. G. FOSTER, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


Memorandum of understanding between Major-General Peck and General 
Foster, December 2, 1862. 


1. Wessells’ brigade to be at the landing on the Chowan, near Gates- 
ville, some time during the day or night of the 6th (weather permitting), 
the transports being there to receive them. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


2. It is probable that a movement will commence as follows, viz: 
3. Get down at night to mouth of North River, Albemarle Sound. 
4, Start them—the transports—to the Chowan. — 
5. Arrive at mouth of river (Chowan). 
6. Come up river. 

7. Embark. 

8. Start for W. 

9. Arrive at W. 

10. Prepare for march. 
11. Start out 8 miles. 

12. March to K. 

13. Attack K. 

14. March toward G. 

15. Make preliminary attack. 
16. Forcible attack. 


18. 5 Prost sure of being before G. 


J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SUFFOLK, VA., December 12, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER: 


Yours of the 11th just received.* My troops left yesterday, and are 
fighting now. Ae 
Captain Flusser has misunderstood the tenor of my message. My 


OS $ Vy. Fal = 
intention was to release him from co-operation on IF’, [Franklin], as 


* Not found. 
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that was not the point I had decided to strike. Lest the courier should 
be captured I could not specify the place on the Blackwater. 

A copy of my communication of this date is inclosed, which will more 
fully inform you. 


In haste 
, ‘ JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


SurroLK, December 12, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, ; 
Commanding Department of North Carolina: 

The brigade of Wessells was ahead of time and reached you in good 
order and will do good service. ; 

My pontoons did not arrive. I found the enemy re-enforcing F. after 
we took the Rocket Battery from him, and I resolved to strike else- 
where, and communicated to Captain Flusser my intentions. 

Accordingly, on Monday, I sent parties to the Chowan to look for 
crossings, &c.; on Tuesday morning shelled South Quay, &e. These 
operations, as intended, brought additional force to F. and the lower 
river line. ' 

At noon yesterday all my available force left for the demonstrations 
on the river. The command should have been across Blackwater at 
daylight, but has been delayed by the terrible condition of the roads, 
five hours having been required to move 4 miles. 

At this hour (11 a. m.) firing is heard from the vicinity of Zuni, where 
the Petersburg Railroad crosses the Blackwater. Unless we draw very 
heavily from Weldon and Petersburg by rail some results should attend 
in addition to aiding your operations, the success of which I have much 
at heart. 

Your favors of the 5th and 8th arrived at noon yesterday. 

In haste, very truly, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


P. 8.—Three thousand were reported in F. on the 2d, and now 12,000 
at F’. and vicinity. Heavy additions have been made all along the river 
up to Zuni. 


SUFFOLK, VA., December 12, 1862. 
Major-General FOSTER, 
New Berne, N. C.: 

Have sent communications to you via Norfolk and Winfield, giving 
you some details of my series of demonstrations. When we parted the 
enemy had in Franklin about 3,000, and perhaps as many more in the 
vicinity, and I was inclined to strike there. Finding the river wide and 
deep below and no pontoons to be obtained, and re-enforcements arriv- 
ing there, I was compelled to change my point of attack, and accord- 
ingly released Captain Flusser from his co-operation. Fearing capture 
of the messengers, I did not tell the captain where I should make the 
demonstrations. 

On Monday I sent cavalry and artillery to the Chowan, at Manny’s 
Ferry, with a view to draw the enemy’s attention in that quarter, which 
was entirely successful. About 1 a.m. on Tuesday the camp in the 
vicinity of South Quay was shelled. 
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___ Yesterday I sent a large force, cavalry and artillery, in the vicinity of 

Carrsville and Franklin, and from Colonel Spear, commanding, I learn 
_ that some 12,000 men are in that immediate locality. His force is still 
— In that quarter. 

Besides the movement toward Franklin I sent yesterday noon every 
available man to demonstrate near the crossing of the Petersburg Rail- 
way and the Blackwater River. The command is still in that direction 
and has occupied the attention of the enemy very much, who have been 
re-enforcing by railway, &c., all day. 


ame Truly, yours, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-Generat. 
No. 3. 
_ Report of Capt. J. H. Sikes, Company D, Seventh Confederate States 
Cavalry. 


Sir: According to your order I have the honor to transmit to you a 
report of the engagement my command had with the enemy at Joyner’s 
Ford, Blackwater River, Virginia, on December 12: 

LI was ordered by Col. [W. C.] Claiborne to leave Ivor on the 10th 
and repair to Joyner’s (distant 6 miles) with my company and take com- 
mand at that place. About 1 o’clock on the morning of the 12th I re- 
ceived information that the enemy were moving in the direction of the 

- ford in considerable force and to prepare for an early attack. My camp 
was about 1 mile west of the ford. I ordered my men into line. After 
inspection I marched to Joyner’s house, 200 yards west of the ford. I 
there halted, dispatched to the guard (who were in the rifle-pit) the in- 
formation I had received and that I had arrived at the house. After 
light sufficient had appeared we discovered the enemy had taken posi- 
tion im our front, and for 200 yards above and below the ford, behind 
trees, stumps, and logs, of which there are an abundance, it being a 
cypress swamp. ‘Their artillery were in position on an eminence in a 
field some 400 yards from the river. I divided my company, taking 15 
men with me in the rifle-pit (which was rudely and hastily constructed) 
and ordered Lieut. [P. A. S.] Morris [Company D], with 12 or 15 men, 
to deploy down the river below the ford to watch the enemy and report 
to me if they attempted to cross. I found 9 picket guard in the rifle- 
pit (Capt. [’. E.] Burke, of the same regiment). Immediately on my 
entering the rifle-pit the enemy opened upon us a heavy fire of small- 
arms. We replied with equally as good will, and, am proud to say, with 
a great deal better effect. After receiving their fire for some time and 
discovering superior numbers, I dispatched to Colonel Claiborne my 
condition. After an almost incessant fire for more than an hour from 
their infantry, and failing to dislodge us, they ceased firing for a short 
time for the purpose, as the New York Herald’s correspondent states, 
of a novel cavalry charge. He states General Peck ordered two com- 
panies of infantry to be mounted behind two of cavalry, charge across 
the river, dismount the infantry, drive us from our position or force 
us to surrender. They formed in a field to our left and came down 
the public road (which runs at right angles with the river until within 
200 yards of the ford, when it turns to the left and runs nearly parallel 
with the stream) in columns of fours in beautiful and almost perfect 
order. When they arrived opposite the rifle-pits and were in the act of 
forming platoons (as they could have crossed in columns of platoons, 
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the ford being sufficiently wide) we opened a volley upon them which 

had the effect of emptying a number of saddles and throwing the whole 
into disorder. While attempting to reform we fired so rapidly upon 
them that without orders, so far as we could hear (and we were suffi- 
ciently near to hear every order distinctly, the river not being over 30 
yards wide), they right-about and made the quickest possible time to 
get into the thick woods. ae 

After the retreat of the cavalry the enemy, who were posted behind 
trees and stumps; poured a perfect volley of oaths and imprecations upon 
us, expressive alike of their cowardice and degradation. They soon 
renewed the attack with both infantry and artillery, and proving unsuc- 
cessful from their position, they moved two howitzers down the road 
within 100 yards of the rifle-pit and opened with shell and canister, 
which they kept playing, I suppose, for more than an hour, during which 
time we took chances and fired occasionally. About this time, fearing 
they would make another charge under the protection of their artillery, 

I dispatched 3 men to camps to secure our horses, as I was determined 

to hold the pass to the last extremity. I dispatched 2 also up the 
river to watch their movements. They soon returned with the infor- 
mation that the enemy were crossing above the ford. LIimmediately ~~ 
moved up the river with all my force except 3 men, whom [I left in the 
rifle-pit with orders to fire as rapidly as possible. My object was to 
prevent their crossing until re-enforcements could arrive, which I was 
momentarily expecting. The stream divides just above the ford and 
forms a small island. They had only crossed one branch and had 
halted on the island and discovering our movements returned in their 
boats. 

While I was preparing to meet them above they had effected a cross- 
ing below the ford by means of pontoon boats at a deep bend of the 
river under the cover of dense thicket. As soon as I discovered they 
had landed we started in double-quick for Joyner’s house, as that was 
our only chance to make a stand, they having landed ten to our one. 
They discovered our design and rushed to cut us off, and sueceeded in 
doing so. Our only chance for defense then was a rail fence diagonally 
to our right. The labor and exposure we had been subject to for eight 
or ten hours had very much exhausted us. We were nearly surrounded 
before arriving at the fence. The enemy halted and fired (one company). 
The result was one of my men was instantly killed. I received a severe 
wound in the muscles of the right shoulder. Ialso received a wound in 
the hand while in the rifle-pit, which caused considerable loss of blood. 
I fell on receiving the wound in the shoulder and my men halted around 
me, and in a few moments we were surrounded by three companies of 
the Thirteenth Indiana Regiment. We were immediately taken over 
the river and hurried in the direction of Suffolk. Soon after we had 
crossed the river our artillery came up and opened upon the enemy, 
which had the effect to hasten their move toward Suffolk. 

Our loss was as follows: Killed—Private Thomas Barker; danger- 
ously wounded—Corpl. W.R .Green; taken prisoners—Privates William 
H. Dean, G. W. Gafford, Thomas J. Hasty, Chandler Smith, M. B. Smith, 
Jackson ©. Spinks, George W. Baily, A. M. Brady, Jeff. Whitehead, and 
W. B. Whitehead. ; 


Lieutenant Morris’ men were so posted down the river as only to bring 
3 of his men in the action. : 
My whole force in the rifle-pit did not at any time exceed 24, making 
a total of only 27 actually engaged with the enemy. Before our cap- 


ture my forces were greatly reduced by sending couriers and men to 
secure horses, &c. 


1 
‘ 
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_ I feel it but just to state here that more resolute and determined 
bravery could not have been shown than that which was exhibited by 
our little band in defending the ford for more than four hours against an 
enemy of an overwhelming force. Their forces cannot be accurately 
stated, but from their own published accounts they had at and near the 
ford eight regiments of infantry, two regiments of cavalry, and one bat- 
tery of artillery. They report men killed and wounded ont of five dif- 
ferent regiments. _ 

The enemy’s loss has been variously estimated by citizens living on 
their side of the river. Some say they lost over 100 in. killed and 
wounded. We may safely say from what we saw and heard while we 
were prisoners that their loss was all of 50 men killed and wounded. 

The object of the enemy was very apparent from the fact they had a 
large train of wagons, fifteen or twenty pontoon-boats (a portion of which 
they burned on their retreat), quite a number of ambulances, and every- 
thing necessary for the advance of a well-appointed army. 

Before closing this report I feel it due the officers in whose hands we 
_ fell to mention that we received every kindness we could expect. We 
lacked nothing for our comfort they could reasonably supply. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


= 


J. H. SIKES, 
Captain Company D, Seventh C. 8. Cavalry. 


Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding Department. 


{Indorsement. ] 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 14, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded. This is arecord of a very successful skirmish 
on the Blackwater, in which Captain Sikes and his men greatly distin- 
guished themselves. ; 
8S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


DECEMBER 10, 1862.—Attack on Plymouth, N. C. 
REPORTS.” 
No. 1.—Capt. Barnabas Ewer, jr., Third Massachusetts Infantry. 
No. 2.—First Lieut. Jonathan T. Mizell, Company C, First North Carolina Infantry 


(Union). 
No. 3.—Maj. Gen. Samuel G. French, C. S. Army. 


One: 
Reports of Capt. Barnabas Ewer, jr., Third Massachusetts Infantry. 


PLyMmovutH, N. C., December 10, 1862. 
Sir: At 4.30 o’clock this morning our pickets were driven in by a 
force (as near as we can estimate) of four companies of infantry and one 
of cavalry and four pieces of artillery. They came in immediately, driv- 
ing all before them. Our forces (some 200 men), after making all the 


~* Por reports of Lieut. Commander Flusser and Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Behm, 
U. 8. Navy, see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 7, 1862, 
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resistia ossible, took refuge in the custom-house. The artillery was 
ieuted S a fire upon us Sas by which means considerable damage 
was done. The town was fired in many places, and this morning is pei 
much destroyed, including the building used for headquarters an all 
thing rein. £ 
Bat Aare discharge of the enemy’s artillery the gunboat Southfield 
received a shot through the boiler, which disabled her, but her captain 
kept up as brisk firing as his crippled condition would allow. The gun-- 
boat Commodore Perry hearing the firing came to our assistance, but 

was too late, as the enemy had left. 40 : 

At roll-call this morning some 30 men were missing; several are 
wounded, one dangerously. I am in hopes some of the missing will come ~ 
in, but some are no doubt prisoners. A number of the enemy are known 
to have been shot, as they were seen to fall, but were carried away by 
their comrades. i 

Further particulars will ei Usiaiat ea “a soon as we can obtain them. 

espectfully, your obedient servan 
ae Sell ’ _-'&B, EWER, JR., 
Captain, Commanding Post. 
General FosTER. 


- HEADQUARTERS, 
Plymouth, N. C., December 11, 1862—7 p. m. 

Sir: I send this in addition to my first (yesterday’s) report of the 
attack upon this place. The attack was made by cavalry, infantry, and 
artillery, their combined force being greatly superior to our own. By 
their artillery they were enabled to cripple the only gunboat (Southfield) 
then near the town, and to inflict considerable injury upon the custom- 
house, where the greater part of our forces had taken refuge. 

After the Southfield had drifted a short distance down the river she 
was met by the Commodore Perry, who towed her up, and the two boats 
now lie opposite the town. The rebels had already left after having 
been here over an hour. ; 

The town is more than half burned. All the principal buildings on 
the street where the hotel was situated are gone. Everything in head- 
quarters was burned, including the record of those who had taken the 
oath of allegiance, and some muster and pay rolls which were to be for- 
warded to other garrisons in this part of the State. Company I lost 15 
missing, 1 of whom is doubtless killed, and 2 wounded, 1 dangerously. 

All this day they have been stationed just outside the town, their 
pickets being within a mile of the river. We have not sufficient force 
to warrant an attack upon them, being simply able to perform guard 
and picket duty, and even this comes so often that it is seriously affect- 
ing the health of the men, and in my judgment the necessity of sending 
more men to assist in that duty is quite apparent, and if we are ex- 
pected to do anything more than simply to stand watch over the site of 
the town a much larger force. seems indispensable. The citizens are 
pretty generally fleeing, and not much besides negroes will soon be left. 
The gunboats are ready, however, and by their assistance we will try 
to give the rebels a reception worthy of the cause, should they again 
become the attacking party. \ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. EWER, JR., 


Captain, Commanding Post. 
K 
xeneral FostER. 
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[Indorsement.] 


ee Write to Captain Flusser, asking for a statement of the way thet 
| behaved, &c.* : a y the troops 


I2G. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Plymouth, N. C., December 30, 1862. 


_ Sr: Ihave to report that on the morning of December 10, a little 
before 5 o’clock, our pickets were driven in by a force consisting (as 
_ near as we can learn from apparently reliable sources) of at least 600 
men, composed of infantry, cavalry, and artillery. After making all 
possible resistance our forces, of not more than 150 men in line, mostly 
infantry, retreated to the custom-house. This movement was made in 
_ accordance with the plan of defense which has always contemplated the 
|. firing by the gunboats upon the town if attacked by a large force. The 
| artillery was planted so as to fire upon the gunboat. Only one boat 
(Southfield, Captain Behm) was here (although there are generally two 
 and-frequently more), and she arrived the day before. The captain was 

‘not acquainted with the avenues of approach to the town. ‘The third 
shot from the artillery passed through the boiler of the boat, letting the 
steam out and crippling her. Sheslowly drifted down the stream, firing 
as she went. 

The enemy proceeded to set fire to the town, and after an hour thus 
spent, during which our men annoyed them as they could, they hur- 
_ riedly withdrew. 

Three of Company I were wounded (one of whom has since died) and 
15 are missing, one of whom is supposed to be dead and the others 
prisoners. 

I herewith transmit Lieutenant Fogerty’s report of his loss. I also 

send estimates of the loss sustained by each company.t 
Several of the enemy were seen to fall, and loud calls were made for 
their ambulances. Several deserters have since arrived, who report 
that seven companies of the Seventeenth North Carolina Regiment com- 
posed the infantry. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. EWER, JR., 
Captain, Commanding Post. 
Colonel RICHMOND. 


(Inclosure. } 


PLYMOUTH, December 30, 1862. 


DEAR Sir: In obedience to your order I send you the correct list of 
the men wounded and taken prisoners in my company at the attack on 
Plymouth the night of the 10th. We had 1 man wounded, 3 taken pris- 
oners, and none killed. This is a correct statement of the attack. 

Your obedient servant, 
THOMAS J. FOGERTY, 
First Lieutenant, Comdg. First North Carolina Cavalry. 


Captain Hwmr. 


* See “Addenda,” p- 48, ® tNot found, 
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{Addenda.] , 


UNITED STATES STEAMER COMMODORE PERRY, 
Plymouth, N. C., December 30, 1862. 

_ Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 

: — Comdg. Dept. of North Carolina, New Berne, N. C.: 

DEAR GENERAL: Admiral Lee wishes me to remove the guns from 
Cobb’s Point and further demolish the battery, if you have no objection. 

Concerning the behavior of the troops here the other day, I hear that 
Sergeant Clift and some of the North Carolinians behaved well. I found 
some of the Massachusetts men and some of the North Carolinians at 
the custom-house when I arrived. 

Captain Ewer was on board the Southfield, 14 miles down the river. 
I asked where his men were, and he said he did not know, but hoped 
most of them were in the swamp. The fact is, 80 Soon as the Southfield 
fell back (which she ought maybe not to have done) Ewer got fright- 
ened, left his men, and went on board. The whole affair was disgrace- 
ful, and the more so, as it has since been ascertained that the attacking 
party, those who entered the town, did not exceed 200 men. I shall 
write you again to-morrow. 

Kind regards to your staff. 

Sincerely, yours, 
C. W. FLUSSER, 
Tieutenant-Commander. 


No. 2. 


Report of First Lieut. Jonathan T. Mizell, Company C, First North Car- 
olina Infantry (Union). ; 


PiymoutH, N. ©., December 16, 1862. 

Sir: I resume my seat for the purpose of informing you of the attack 
the rebels made upon our little village, and I should judge from all the 
information I can gather and from what I saw they numbered some 450 
strong—300 infantry, 3 pieces of artillery, and 70 cavalry. About 4.30 
o'clock they drove our pickets in with a volley from their infantry, 
and in fifteen minutes our company was in line, and as the odds were 
too great for our little force I deemed it most prudent to fall back in 
the rear of the custom-house, and before we could all get in the build- 
ing they had planted their pieces of artillery on the wharf and had 
fired some three rounds at the Southfield, and the third fire disabled 
her boiler. After they found she was disabled and dropped down the 
river they moved their field pieces on the corner opposite headquarters 
but not without loss of some men. They commenced to shell the cus. 
tom-house, and as they passed down the street in small groups our men 
would let the lead fly at them to the best advantage, and I do assure 
you our little North Carolina volunteers behaved most nobly. They 
were calm and collected, much more so than I expected. Sergeant 
Clift was informed that the rebels lost 15 killed and 30 wounded, some 
mortally and some slightly, and the information he got yesterday cor- 
roborates the other statements we received. I heard they had four 
wagon loads of killed and wounded. Our men never received a scratch. 
The North Carolina cavalry lost 3 men prisoners and 1 wounded. Com- 
pany I, of Massachusetts, lost 14 prisoners, 1 wounded, and 1 missing. 
One man on the Southfield lost a leg. We sustained considerable loss 
from tire. The best and most of the principal part of the town are 
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burned up. The families of our men were left without a change of — 

_ clothing, and they are in a distressed condition. Besides, we have lost 
_ ali of our books, pay and muster rolls, and a quantity of clothing be- 
_ longing tothe men; some ammunition. They captured nothing from 
the Government, but pillaged private dwellings, &c. I believe I have 
given all of the particulars that I can think of at present. ; 
I must speak of something else in your last communication. You 
wrote to send the names of the twelve men that are to be transferred to 
the cavalry company, and inclosed you will find them on a piece of paper, 
~~ and when you write to me I would be glad if you will send me the orig- 
_ inal muster-roll, so we can get the time of enlistment of them, as all of 
ours were destroyed by fire in Sergeant Clift’s house, with all of his 
property. Also please send me a morning-report book; monthly and 
weekly reports also. I should be glad to have a descriptive and com- 

pany clothing book; and by complying you will greatly oblige. 

Yours, respectfully, &c., 
J. T. MIZELL, 
First Lieut., Comdg. Company O, First N. C. Infantry. 
Col. KE. EK. PoTTEer. 


P.S.—DEAR Str: We have not yet received our equipments that 
were left at Roanoke Island, and as soon as I can make it convenient I 
shall dispatch Sergeant Clift for them. Please answer soon. 


No. 3. 


Keport of Maj. Gen. Samuel G. French, C. 8. Army. 


PETERSBURG, VA., December 12, 1862. 


Plymouth, N. C., was attacked by our forces under Lieut. Col. [John 
C.| Lamb, of the Seventeenth North Carolina Regiment, and captured 
on the 10th instant at 5a.m. The enemy’s loss severe; 25 prisoners 
and 75 négroes taken. Town reduced to ashes. We had 1 captain and 
6 men wounded; none killed. The gunboat protecting the town was 


driven away disabled. 
S. G. FRENCH, 


Major-General. 
General S. COOPER. 


DECEMBER 11-15, 1862.—Reconnaissance from Yorktown to Gloucester, 
Matthews, King and Queen, and Middlesex Counties Va. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Henry M. Naglee, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, 
Yorktown, Va., December 16, 1862. 
CoLONEL: I would respectfully report that, being in command dur- 
ing the absence of General Keyes and believing a little active employ- 
ment would be of service to the men, on the 11th instant, at 6.30 a. mn., 
I ordered the Fifty-second Pennsylvania, Colonel Dodge; Eleventh 
Maine, Colonel Plaisted; the One hundredth New York, Colonel Dandy; 
the Fifty-sixth New York, Major Wheeler; Battery H, First New York, 
4 R R—VOL XVIII . 
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Lieutenant Mink, and two squadrons of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
Major McCandless, to proceed to Gloucester Court-House, where I fol 
lowed and arrived at 6 p. m. 

The Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry were thrown out at 1 a.m. of the — 
12th to the North End Mill, on the Piankatank River road, preparatory — 
to the landing a few hours later of Captain Hall, with 90 of the Sixth 
New York Uavalry, below Matthews Court-House, where he had been 
conveyed and landed in an admirable manner by Capt. Foxhall Parker, 
under the protection of the crew and guns of the Mahaska, assisted by 
one company of the Independent Battalion of New York, Colonel Com- 
fort. 

The only opposition here made was by some 40 rangers, who immedi- 
ately fell back, and continued to do so as Captain Hall approached, re- 
peatedly dispersing into the woods and swamps whenever he charged 
upon them and as often reassembling. 

. After the cavalry arrived and reported to me, on the afternoon of the. 
12th instant, the Fifth was ordered to Wood’s Cross-Roads and found 
the picket of the King and Queen Cavalry advanced to that place. The 
main road to Scuffletown was, on the morning of the 13th, thoroughly 
examined beyond that place, and after finding no enemy in force in that 
direction, with 40 of the Sixth New York and the cavalry of Major Mc- 
Candless I pushed the reconnaissance in the direction of Buena Vista, 
the headquarters of the King and Queen Cavalry. At 2 miles from that 
place the Fifth Pennsylvania were held in reserve, and Captain Hall, 
with 30 men, was sent to feel the position of the King and Queen Cay- 
alry.- He soon came in contact with their pickets, but they gave way ; 
he got within 300 yards of their main force, but they would not stand. 
After repeated attempts he got within 150 yards and dismounted; fired ; 
a volley, which wounding several, they again retreated. Hall mounted . 
and pursued and ran them through their encampment and 2 miles be- — f 
yond it to Centreville. I then directed the barracks, stables, and all 
of their commissary stores to be burned and some arms found on the _ 
premises to be brought away. It being now late in the afternoon, the 
One hundredth New York, Colonel Dandy, was ordered forward to 
monws Cross-Roads and the cavalry to bivouac for the night at that 
place. 

On the following day, at 6 a. m., Major McCandless’ cavalry and those 
of Captain Hall were sent into Middlesex County, some 6 miles beyond 
the Dragon Ordinary, to destroy a large tannery, which was manufact- 
uring a large quantity of leather for the use of the rebel army, the ma- : 
chinery, buildings, and 2,000 tanned hides being destroyed. Several _ 
wagon loads of finished leather were brought away, with the proprietors 
of the establishment, whom, I would recommend, should take the oath 
not to aid the rebel army in future. 

On the night of the 14th the One hundredth New York, followed by 
the Sixth New York Cavalry, retired from Wood’s Cross-Roads, by the 
way of Belle Roy, while the rest of the command marched directly to 
Gloucester Point, followed by Major McCandless, and by 4 p. m. of the 
15th instant, with the exception of the cavalry, all had returned to their 
encampments at Yorktown, without the loss of a man or an animal. 
We found irregular cavalry (rangers) formed in Matthews, Gloucester 
King and Queen, and Middlesex. The most of them were not in uni. 
form, and were engaged in catching runaway negroes and in forward- 
ing supplies to Richmond. As soon as they were attacked they scat- 
tered, and it was Impossible to pursue them. The only means I could 
advise to meet the difficulty was to take horses and arms from the citi. 
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™ effectual. 
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I found several large herds of hogs and sheep on the road to the 


| 
| zens, which, from the effect immediately apparent, I believe the most 
If commissariat at Richmond, and I did not hesitate to turn their direc- 


/ tion toward our lines. With almost equal want of hesitation I directed: 
“| my quartermaster to take horses, cattle, sheep, and cows from those 


who had an abundance, and report to me an accurate account of every- 


!) thing taken, and from whom taken, that a proper record be kept to 
1) meet any demands hereafter. : 

| ~Among some 15 or 20 prisoners taken, one-half of them were of the 
| army. I found Captain Seawell, a prominent citizen of the counties 


named that dragged Virginia into secession, and who I found engaged 
in forming new companies of rangers. 

J take great pleasure in referring to the conduct of Captain Hall, who 
charged and ran five times his number of the King and Queen Uavalry 


1 through their encampment. His command marched over 90 miles, and 


performed their duties to my entire satisfaction. 

Major McCandless deserves special notice, but I regret that I cannot 
include his command, some of whom procured whisky by threatening 
the families of private residences. 

To Colonel Plaisted and his regiment I return unqualified thanks for 
the unexceptionable manner they performed every duty. 

The military conduct of the rest of the command was good, but much 
censure is due to the officers and their men for petty thieving practiced 
upon the people of the country. The conduct of the Fifty-sixth New 
York was disgraceful in this respect, and I have arrested the command- 


ing officer and shall prefer charges against him. 


In conclusion I would report that the four days’ reconnaissance to 
Matthews, Gloucester, King and Queen, and Middlesex was entirely 
successful, and that the objects for which it was made have been fully 
accomplished. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
HENRY M. NAGLEE, 


' Brigadier-General. 
Lieut. Col. D. T. VAN BUREN, ahah 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of Virginia. 
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DECEMBER 11-20, 1862.—Expedition from New Berne to Goldsborough, N.C 
SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS, 


Dec. 11-12, 1862.—Skirmishes on the Kinston Road. 
12-15, 1862.—Naval operations on the Nquse River. 
13-14, 1862.—Skirmishes at Southwest Creek. 
14, 1862.—Engagement at Kinston. 
15, 1862.—Affair at White Hall Bridge. 
16, 1862.—Engagement at White Hall. 
Affairs at Mount Olive Station and Goshen Swamp. 
17, 1862.—Raid on Dudley Station. 
Engagement at Goldsborough Bridge. 
Skirmish at Thompson’s Bridge. 


RHPORTS.* 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. 8. Army, commanding the Department of North 
Carolina. 

No. 2.—Return of Casualties in the Union forces, 

No. 3.—Capt. David A. Taylor, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief Signal Officer. 
No. 4.—Col. James H. Ledlie, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief of Artillery, 
commanding Artillery Brigade, of operations December 11-17. 

No. 5.—Capt. Edwin 8. Jenney, Battery F, Third New York Light Artillery, of en- 
gagements at Kinston and White Hall, December 14 and 16. 

No. 6.—Maj.Chas. Fitz Simmons, Third New York Cavalry, of operations Dec. 15and 17. 

No. 7.—Maj. Jeptha Garrard, Third New York Cavalry, of operations Dec. 15-17. 

No. 8.—Capt. John F. Moschell, Third New York Cavalry, of operations Dec. 11-16. 

No. 9.—Capt. Newton Hall, Third New York Cavalry, of operations December 12-16. 

No. 10.—-Capt. Ferris Jacobs, jr., Third New York Cavalry, of operations Dee. 13-14, 

No. 11.—Capt. George W. Cole, Third New York Cavalry, of operations Dec. 12-16. 

No. 12.—Col. Thomas J. C. Amory, Seventeenth Massachusetts Infantry, commanding 
First Brigade, First Division, of engagements at Kinston, White Hall, and 
Goldsborough Bridge, December 14, 16, and 17, 

No, 18.—Lieut. Col. John F. Fellows, Seventeenth Massachusetts Infantry, of engage- 
ments at Kington, White Hall, and Goldsborough Bridge, Dee. 14, 16, and 17, 

No, 14.—Maj. John G. Chambers, Twenty-third Massachusetts Infantry, of operations 
December 11-16, 

No. 15.—Col. Charles L. Holbrook, Forty-third Massachusetts Infantry. 

No, 16.—Col. Charles R. Codman, Forty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, of engagements 
at Kinston and White Hall, December 14 and 16. 

No. 17.—Col. Augustus B, R. Sprague, Fifty-first Massachusetts Infantry. 

No. 18.—Col. Thomas G. Stevenson, Tw enty-fourth Massachusetts Infantry, com- 
manding Second Brigade, of engagements at Kinston, White Hall, and 
Goldsborough Bridge, December 14, 16, and 17. 

No. 19.—Lieut. Col. Robert Leggett, Tenth Connecticut Infantry, of engagement at 
Kinston, December 14, . 

No. 20.—Col. Horace C. Lee, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry, 
Third Brigade. 

No. 21.—Maj. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. . 

No, 22,—Lieut. Col. William 8. Shurtleff, Forty-sixth Massachusetts Infantry. 

No. 23,—Col, Charles A, Heckman, Ninth New Jersey Infantry, First Brigade, Second 
Division. 


commanding 


MiSs RATNER > a ae eee Roe amy enn oe se eee 
* For report of Commander A, Murray, U. S. Navy, see Annual Report of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, December 7, 1863. 
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Ne aa 0. 24.—Maj. Abram Zabriskie, Ninth New Jersey Infantry. 
No. 25.—Brig. Gen. Henry W. Wessells, U. 8. Army, commanding Third Brigade, Peck’s 
Division, of operations December 5-21. 
No. 26.—Lieut. Col. Abijah J. Wellman, Eighty-fifth New York Infantry, of engage- 
ment at Kinston, December 14. 
_ No. 27.—Col. Lewis C. Hunt, Ninety-second New York Infantry, of engagement at 
Kinston, December 14. 
No. 28.—Capt. George W. Hinds, Ninety-sixth New York Infantry, of engagement at 
Kinston, December 14. 
No. 29.—Col. Joshua B, Howell, Highty-fifth Pennsylvania Infantry, of operations 
. December 13-17. 
| No. 30.—Maj. Alexander W. Taylor, One hundred and first Pennsylvania Infantry, of 
: engagement at Kinston, December 14. : 
No. 31.—Lient. Col. Wilson C. Maxwell, One hundred and third Pennsylvania In- 
fantry, of engagement at Kinston, December 14. 
No. 32.—Lieut. Col. Horace A. Manchester, First New York Marine Artillery, of naval 
operations on the Neuse River, December 12-15. 
No. 33. —Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith, C- S. Army, commanding Department of North 
3 Carolina and Southern Virginia, of operations December 13-18. 
No. 34.—Lieut. Col. Walter H. Stevens, C. S. Engineers, of operations December 16-17. 
No. 35.—Brig. Gen. Nathan G. Evans, C. 8. Army, commanding Brigade, of operations 
December 13-17. 
No. 36.—Col. Peter Mallett, North Carolina Battalion, of engagement at Kinston, De- 
cember 14. 
No. 37.—Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Clingman, C. S. Army, commanding Brigade, of en- 
>. gagement at Goldsborough Bridge, December 17. 
No. 33,—Lieut. Col. Stephen D. Pool, C. S. Artillery, of engagement at Goldsborough 
Bridge, December 17. 
No. 39.—Brig. Gen. Beverly H. Robertson, C. 8. Army, commanding Brigade, of en- 
gagement at White Hall, December 16, 


ING 


Reports of ALE Gen. John G. Loster, U. S. Army, commanding the De- 
partment of North Carolina. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
Kinston, December 14, 1862. 


“ GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that I left New Berne for 
this place on the 11th, but that owing to the bad roads and consequent 
delays to train, &c., { did not reach Southwest Creek (5 miles from 
this town) till the afternoon of the 13th. The enemy were posted there, 
but by a heavy artillery fire in front and vigorous infantry attack on 
either flank I succeeded in forcing a passage and without much loss. 
This morning I advanced on this town and found the enemy strongly 
posted ata defile through a marsh bordering a creek. The position 
was so well chosen’ that very little of our artillery could be brought in 
play. The main attack therefore was made by the infantr V5 assisted by 
a few guns pushed forward on the roads. We succeeded, after five 
hours’ hard fight, in driving the enemy from their position. We itol- 
lowed them rapidly tothe river; the bridge over the Neuse at this point 
was prepared for firing and was fired in six places, but we were so close 
behind them that we saved the bridge. The enemy retreated precipi- 
tately by the Goldsborough and ——— roads. Their force was about 
6,000 men, with twenty pieces of artillery. The result is we have taken 
Kinston, captured eleyen pieces of artillery, taken 400 or 500 prisoners, 
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and found a large amount of quartermaster’s and commissary stores, 
Our loss will not probably exceed 200 killed and wounded. ; 
I march to-morrow at daylight on Goldsborough. T'rom that point I — 
return to New Berne, whence I will make a more detailed report. 
Iam, general, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER. 


Major-General HALLECK. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., December 20, 1862. 


GENERAL: Referring to mine of the 14th instant, from Kinston, I have 
the honor to inform you that I succeeded in reaching Goldsborough and 
‘in burning the railroad bridge of the Weldon and Wilmington Railroad 
at that point. The bridge at Mount Olive I also destroyed, and about 4 
miles of track. J encountered and defeated the enemy at Kinston, White 
Hall, Thompson’s Bridge, and Goldsborough. 

My loss in killed, wounded, and missing will not exceed 400.* The 
enemy’s loss I have not ascertained. I have taken nine pieces of artil- 
lery, about 500 prisoners, and destroyed some quartermaster’s and com- 
missary stores. 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, ; 
J. G. FOSTER. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., December 27, 1862. 

GENERAL: Referring to my letters of December 10, 14, and 20, I have 
the honor to report that I left this town at 8 a. m. of the 11th with the 
following forces: 

General Wessells’ brigade of General Peck’s division (kindly loaned 
to me), Colonel Amory’s brigade, Colonel Stevenson’s brigade, Colonel 
Lee’s brigade—in all, about 10,000 infantry; six batteries Third New 
York Artillery, 30 guns; Belger’s battery First Rhode Island Artillery, 
6 guns; section of Twenty-fourth New York Independent Battery, 2 guns; 
section of Twenty-third New York Independent Battery, 2 guns—total, 
40 guns; the Third New York Cavalry, about 640 men. 

We marched the first day on the main Kinston road about 14 miles, 
when, finding the road obstructed by felled trees for half a mile and over, 
I bivouacked for the night, and had the obstructions removed during the 
night by the pioneers. 

I pushed on the next morning at daylight. My cavalry advance en- 
countered the enemy when about 4 miles from the bivouac of the pre- 
vious night, and after a sharp but brief skirmish the enemy were routed 
with some loss. On arriving at the Vine Swamp road I ordered Captain 
Hall, with three companies of cavalry, to push on up the main Kinston 
road as a demonstration, while the main column proceeded by the Vine 
Swamp road to the left, thereby avoiding the obstructions and the enem y 
on the main road. Captain Hall encountered the enemy in some force 
but after a severe fight whipped them, taking 18 prisoners and killing 
anumber. The march of the main column was somewhat delayed by 
the bridge over Beaver Creek being destroyed. This was rebuilt and 
I pushed on, leaving a regiment (Fifty-first Massachusetts) and a sec- 
tion of artillery (Twenty-third New York) at the bridge to hold it and 
to protect the intersection of the main road and the road I was on, to 


* But see revised statement, p. 60. 
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_ Support Captain Hall, and to prevent any force driving him back and 
_ occupying the cross-roads in the rear. The main column pushed on 
| about 4 miles and bivouacked for the night. There was some cavalry 
| skirmishing during the day. 

_ On Saturday, the 13th, we again started, leaving the second main 
road, the one I was on, to the right, and leaving at this intersection the 
Forty-sixth Massachusetts and one section of artillery (Twenty-fourth 
New York) to hold the position, and feint on the second mainroad. We 
reached Southwest Creek, the bridge over which was destroyed, and 
___the enemy posted on the opposite bank, some 400 strong, with three 
pieces of artillery. The creek was not fordable, and ran at the foot of 
a deep ravine, making a very bad position for us. I ordered a battery 
in as good a position as could be obtained, and under their fire the 
_ Ninth New Jersey, which had the advance, pushed gallantly across the 
creek by swimming, by fragments of the bridge and by a mill-dam, and 
formed on the opposite bank. At the same time the Highty-fifth Penn- 
sylvania, of General Wessells’ brigade, forced a passage by the felling 
of trees and fording about half a mile below the bridge, and engaged 
the enemy’s left, who thereupon retired and deserted his breastworks. 
I had ordered the Twenty-third Massachusetts, of Colonel Amory’s 
brigade, to cross at the mill to support the Ninth New Jersey, and also 
crossed the remainder of General Wessells’ brigade. Colonel Heck- 
man, with the Ninth New Jersey, advanced and was fired upon, when 
about 1 mile from the creek, with canister and musketry. The regi- 
ment charged at double-quick, drove the enemy, took some prisoners, 
and captured a 6-pounder gun, caisson, &c., complete. General Wes- 
sells bivouacked on the farther side of the creek with the Ninth in the 
advance. The balance of the command, with the artillery, remained on 
this side of the creek. The Ninth New Jersey ; Company K, Third New 
York Cavalry, and Morrison’s battery Third New York Artillery, had 
quite a skirmish with the enemy, but drove him and encamped for the 
night. From the south side of the creek I sent a company of cavalry to 
strike and’ proceed up the Kinston road, No. 2 (I was on No. 3). The 
company proceeded up the road toward Kinston, and found the enemy 
posted by a bridge, which was prepared to be destroyed. ‘The company 
charged them, and they retired with some loss, destroying the bridge. | 
The enemy’s force at this place was estimated at one regiment and four 
pieces of artillery. Major Garrard, with three companies of cavalry 
and one gun of Allis’ section of artillery, proceeded on a reconnaissance 
on a road leading to White Hall. After following this road about 10 
miles, and having met with no opposition, they rejoined the main 
column. 

Sunday, the 14th instant, I advanced the column, and when about + 
mile from Kinston encountered the enemy in strong force. They were 
posted in strong position in the wood, taking advantage of the ground, 
which formed a natural breastwork. Their position was secured on their 
right by a deep swamp and their left was partially protected _by the 
river. The Ninth New Jersey was deployed as skirmishers, and General 
Wessells’ brigade, with Morrison’s battery Third New York Artillery, 
was ordered to advance to the right and left of the road, the battery 
being sent to our extreme right supported by one of General Wessells’ 
regiments. Colonel Amory’s brigade was then advanced, the Seven- 
teenth Massachusetts Volunteers being sent to support Colonel Heck- 
man on the right, and two regiments (Twenty-third and Forty-fifth 
Massachusetts) advanced up the road. My artillery (three batteries) I 
posted in a large field on the right of the road and about three-fourths 
of a mile in rear of our line of attack, the only position they could be 
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placed in. I then ordered Colonel Stevenson’s brigade, with Belger’s 
Rhode Island battery. forward. The Twenty-fourth Massachusetts sup- 
ported this battery, and the Fifth Rhode Island, Tenth Connecticut, and 
Forty-fourth Massachusetts were ordered forward, the two former on the 
left of the road and the latter on the right, to support the regiments 
there in pushing the enemy and turning that flank. 

The Tenth Connecticut advanced steadily to the extreme front, re- 
lieving two of Wessells’ brigade, which were short of ammunition, and 
after receiving a terrible fire for some twenty minutes made a most gal- 
lant charge in conjunction with the Ninety-sixth Regiment New York 
Volunteers of General Wessells’ brigade, which, with the advance al- 
ready made (slowly, but surely) of the entire line, forced the enemy to 
retreat precipitately for the bridge over the Neuse, which they crossed, 
firing the bridge, which had been prepared for that purpose. Several 
regiments were so close, however, that about 400 prisoners were taken 
from the enemy. A line was formed to the river and the fire extin- 
guished before great damage was done. : 

The Ninth New Jersey and Seventeenth Massachusetts Regiments 
and General Wessells’ brigade were at, once crossed, pushed into the 
town, and halted. I ordered the bridge to be at once repaired for the 
crossing of cavalry and artillery. 

General Evans retired about 2 miles from town with his command 
and formed line of battle. I sent a flag of truce to inquire whether he 
proposed to surrender. He declined. I immediately prepared to at- 
tack him, but knowing that he had three light batteries and one section 
to start with, was unwilling to sacrifice my men, and waited for my ar- 
tillery to cross. I ordered Batteries K and I, Third New York Artillery, 
to shell the enemy with their 20-pounder Parrotts (four in number) from 
_ the opposite bank, and crossed Colonel Amory’s brigade with all dis- 
patch; but before I could attack the enemy they had retired, and it being 
by this time night I was unable to pursue; moreover, my object was 
accomplished. 

The troops bivouacked in the field beyond the town that night; a 
provost guard was established for the protection of the town and all 
necessary precautions were taken. I sent Captain Cole, Company K, 
Third Regiment New York Cavalry, down the east bank of the Neuse to 
a work commanding the river. He reported it deserted, with six guns 
in position, and the work to be of great strength. I sent the company 
back with teams to bring up the guns and blow up the magazine. 
Captain Cole being unable to remove the two heavy guns, one 8-inch 
columbiad and one 32-pounder, destroyed them, and brought back four 
field pieces complete. These, with two others deserted by the enemy — 
and the one taken by the Ninth New Jersey, I sent to New Berne, un- 
der escort of Captain Cole’s company (K) Third New York Cavalry. 

The next morning, the 15th, I recrossed the river and took the river 
road for Goldsborough. I left a strong guard of cavalry in the town, 
under Major Fitz Simmons, to make a demonstration on the Goldsbor-. 
ough road on that side of the river. Colonel Ledlie, Third New York 
Artillery, remained to destroy commissary and quartermaster’s stores 
and burn the bridge. Major Fitz Simmons advanced some 9 miles in 
the direction of Goldsborough, when, hearing the whistle of a locomo- 
tive, he fired three shots in the direction of the sound, upon which the 
train immediately returned in the direction of Goldsborough. Colonel 
Ledlie, before leaving Kinston, destroyed a locomotive, a railroad mon- 
itor, &e. 

I advanced without opposition to within 34 miles of White Hall, 


a 


where I halted for the night. I sent Major Garrard with three com. 


 Onar, XXX.) NEW BERNE TO GOLDSBoROUGH. aes 


panies of cavalry to make a reconnaissance to White Hall. He found 

_ one regiment and four guns on our side of the bridge over the Neuse, 

3 ad they quickly retreated as he approached, firing the bridge effect- 
ually. 

The next morning (16th) I ordered Major Garrard, with five compa- 
nies Third New York Cavalry and one section of artillery Twenty-third 
New York, to proceed to Mount Olive, a station on the Wilmington and 
Weldon Railroad, 14 miles below Goldsborough. In passing White 
Hall en route for Mount Olive his command was fired upon from the 
opposite side of the river. He placed his guns in position and returned 

the fire until the main column arrived, when he limbered up and pro- 
ceeded toward Mount Olive, which point he reached without opposition. 
Here he destroyed the railroad track for about a mile. He then pro- 
ceeded along the line of the railroad for 4 miles and destroyed the bridge 
over Goshen Swamp. The track between Mount Olive and the Goshen 
Swamp Bridge was torn up and burned in five places. 

The column having arrived at White Hall and finding the bridge 
burned and the enemy in some force, with infantry and artillery on the 
other side, and this being the direct road to Goldsborough, I determined 
to make a strong feint, as if to rebuild and cross. The Ninth New Jersey 
and Colonel Amory’s brigade were sent forward and posted on the 
bank of the river to engage the enemy. I then ordered up several bat- 
teries and posted them on a hill overlooking the enemy’s intrenchments. 
They opened on and silenced, after an hour’s firing, the enemy’s guns. 
The enemy still maintained their admirable position with sharpshooters, 

but deeming my object accomplished I moved my command forward 
toward Goldsborough, leaving sharpshooters in rear to continue the 
fight. - We bivouacked that night 8 miles from Goldsborough, encoun- 
tering no further opposition. : 

Ou the morning of the 17th I advanced on Goldsborough. I ordered 
Major Fitz Simmons, with two companies of cavalry, to make a feint 
in the direction of Dudley Station and Everettsville. They scattered a 
small force of the enemy there in every direction, burned two trestle- 
work culverts, destroyed a train of four railroad cars, water-station, depot, 
&e., as well as some small-arms, which they were not able to carr y off, 
and captured a flag of the enemy. They then returned by a Shor t cut 
to the main column. I also ordered Major Garrard, with four com- 
panies of cavalry and one section of artillery, to make a feint in the 
direction of a bridge over the Neuse, on our right, called Thompson’s 
Bridge. He found the enemy in force, supposed to be ope eee 
infantry and four pieces of artillery, and the bridge already be re 
then directed, inorder to make the feint more complete and to urther 
distract the enemy, one regiment (Forty-third Massachusetts) ae 
gel’s battery Third New York Artillery to the su pport of the on ah y 

and engage the enemy, ye they did, silencing, after an hour’s brisk 
oneag’ nt, the enemy’s fire. 

re pode boone was in advance of the main column and Cale 
upon the enemy in small force on the edge of the wood Honig ton ae 
road track. Riggs’ battery Third New York Artillery was A Gees & 
position and opened on them, when the enemy retired. ines e fee 
Jersey and Seventeenth Massachusetts were ordered! to str . : . ra 
road track and follow it up direct to the bridge, which they w oe 0 burt , 
Three regiments of Colonel Lee’s brigade were ordered to pee pee 
(the Twenty-fifth, Twenty-seventh, and Third anagnuar ee ee f 
maining regiment was thrown on the left to protect Dae ata tee 
quarter. General Wessells’ brigade was advanced and. ee ft, 
hill overlooking the track, &c.; three regiments were thrown to the left, 
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and the remaining regiments in lines, to be available at any point. My - 
artillery was brought forward and placed in position, firing to the front 
and left, principally at the bridge. The enemy replied with artillery 
from the other side of the river. Colonel Heckman advanced steadily 
up the track, fighting the enemy’s infantry posted at the bridge and 
receiving a fire from the artillery in a monitor-car on the track of the 
bridge. After two hours he reached the bridge, and under a heavy fire - 
Lieutenant Graham, Twenty-third New York Battery, acting as aide- 
de-camp to Colonel Heckman, fired the bridge. All who had previously 
attempted it were picked off, as was wounded Lieut. B. N. Mann, Sev- 
enteenth Massachusetts, who accompanied him. 

I brought all my artillery to bear to prevent any effort to save the 
bridge, and, when the fire was doing its work, ordered a countermarch 
for New Berne, leaving Colonel Lee to form the rear guard. Colonel 
Lee was forming his brigade to leave the field, deeming the fight over, 
when three regimental colors were seen across the railroad track, the 
men protected by the embankment on which the track was laid. Colonel 
Lee placed Morrison’s battery in position and recalled his regiments in 
line. The enemy advanced with cheers across the railread, steadily in 
line, upon Colonel Lee’s brigade. Morrison’s battery opened on the ad- 

- yancing line with spherical case and with good effect, but they advanced 
steadily until within 300 yards of the battery, when, unable to stand 
the fearful loss they were sustaining from the battery, they broke and 
retreated. Their retreat was unexpectedly covered by a masked bat- 
tery in the woods on our left. Belger’s Rhode Island battery, which 
had been brought back, opened in reply to the battery and on two regi- 
ments which came in view, supporting their guns. Riggs’ battery 
Third New York Artillery was placed on an eminence on our left and 
in line with the enemy, thus bringing a cross-fire to bear. They were 
thereby forced to retire, as was also a regiment in the woods on our right. 

Colonel Lee, having orders not to attempt any further move, again 
formed his brigade and batteries and proceeded to join the column, 
which I had halted on hearing the firing from Colonel Lee. 

This was a bold attempt of the enemy to entrap and secure Colonel 
Lee’s brigade and Morrison’s battery. Owing to the efficiency of Colonel 
Lee and Morrison’s battery it was a disastrous failure. With a strong 
cavalry rear guard [ then started on my return by the direct road, took 
and transported my sick and wounded men from White Hall and Kin- 
ston, carrying them all safely to this point. 

On the 13th a fleet of small boats left New Berne, under Commander 
Murray, U.S. Navy, to attack the works on the river at Kinston, but 
owing to the lowness of the water in the river only one small boat, the 
Allison, under Colonel Manchester, Marine Artillery, was brought into 
action. The works being too strong she, after a gallant resistance, was 
obliged to retire, having, however, effected a good purpose by mysti- 
fying General Evans as to where the attack was to come from, and in- 
duced him to retain several regiments on the Kinston side of the Neuse, 
thus diminishing the force opposed to us. 

In conclusion I take great pleasure in reporting on the conduct of the 
officers and men under my command. It was most excellent, and main- 
tained fully their high reputation. 

General Wessells’ brigade, of General Peck’s division, behaved like 
veterans, and reflected, by their drill, discipline, and steadiness under 
fire, the qualities of their commanding officer. 

Colonel Heckman, of the Ninth New Jersey, was, with his admirable 
regiment, always in advance, and displayed the greatest courage and 
efficiency. 
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The Tenth Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Leggett (as they always have done), behaved in the most gal- 
lant and dashing manner, making a charge under a fire which in twenty 
minutes killed and wounded 90 men out of 340. 

Colonel Potter, of the First North Carolina Volunteers, acted on my 
staff, and was of the greatest aid and assistance to me by his coolness 
and observation. 

I must particularly mention the conduct of Lieut. George W. Gra- 
ham, Twenty-third New York Battery, acting as aide to Colonel Heck- 

-mman. Throughout the entire march he was conspicuous for his venture- 
some courage, and at Goldsborough, in company with Lieut. B. N. Mann, 
Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers, advanced and fired the bridge 
under the fire of the enemy’s infantry and artillery. He only escaped 
capture by jumping from the bridge down the bank. Lieutenant Mann 
was wounded. 

The artillery force, under Colonel Ledlie, was well placed and well 
served, and the commanding officer and the batteries, without excep- 
tion, did most excellent service. 

The Third New York Cavalry, though not acting as a regiment, were 
in all cases prompt, brave, and efficient, as shown in the body of my 
report. 

Much credit is due to Mr. H. W. Wilson, engineer, who, in charge of 
the pioneers and a force of contrabands, did most excellent service in 
building bridges, repairing roads, &e. 

I inclose to General EH. A. Hitchcock the lists of paroled prisoners, 
numbering 496.* 

I herewith inclose lists of the killed, wounded, and missing, showing 
an aggregate of 90 killed, 478 woundéd, and 9 missing.t 

Among the killed I must mourn Colonel Gray, of the Ninety-sixth New 
York Regiment. He was killed at the head of his regiment at the 
Kinston Bridge. Though but a few days in this department he had 
already won the high esteem of all here. 

In the charge of the Tenth Connecticut they lost Capt. H. A. Wells 
and Lieuts. W. W. Perkins, T. D. Hill, and J. C. Coffing, all good and 
excellent officers, who died doing a gallant duty. 

For many details of distinguished services of individual officers I beg 
to refer to the brigade and regimental reports herewith inclosed. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding Department. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEPT. OF NoRTH CAROLINA, 
No. 81. New Berne, December 26, 1862. 


The commanding general desires to thank the troops under his com- 
mand for the new proof of their courage and steadiness afforded by the 
recent expedition. The veteran brigade of General Wessells and the 
troops of this department aliké did their duty as soldiers well. 

By order of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster: 

SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


* Omitted. + But see revised statement, p. 60. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, Hipers. E1iGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, — 
No. 18. New Berne, January 15, 1863. 

In consideration of and as a reward for their brave deeds at Kinston, 
White Hall, and Goldsborough, the commanding general directs that the — 
regiments and batteries which accompanied the expedition to Golds- 
borough inscribe upon their banners those three victories: 

Kinston, December 14, 1862. 

White Hall, December 16, 1862. 

Goldsborough, December 17, 1862. 

The commanding general hopes that all future fields will be so fought 
that the record of them may be kept by inscription on the banners of 
the regiments engaged. ; 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster: ; 

[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,] . 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 2. 


Return of Casualties in the Union forces.* 


[Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, etc.] 
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“Embraces losses in skirmishes on the Kinston road, December 11 and 12: gskir- 
mishes at Southwest Creek, December 13-14; engagement at Kinston December 14; 
engagement at White Hall, December 16; skirmish at Thompson’s Bridge and en- 
gagement at Goldsborough Bridge, December 17. A : 
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r + is No. 3. 
Report of Capt. David A. Taylor, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief 
; Signal Officer. 


HpaQrs. SIGNAL DETACHMENT, Dept. oF N. C., 
New, Berne, December 22, 1862. 


Sir: Supplementary to the report already made out (but which I was 
unable to forward before this time), I forward the following report of the 
proceedings of the detachment under my command: 

On the 11th day of December, 1862, I accompanied Maj. Gen. J. G. 
Foster on an expedition to Goldsborough, taking with me the following- 
named officers with their men, viz: Joseph Fricker, first lieutenant, 
Kighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and acting signal officer; F. Schlach- 
ter, first lieutenant, Hleventh Connecticut Volunteers, and acting signal 
officer; Henry T. Merrill, second lieutenant, Seventeenth Massachusetts 
Volunteers, and acting signal officer; C. C. F. Keith, second lieutenant, 
Twenty-third New York Volunteer Artillery; Edward S. Moffatt, second 
lieutenant, Ninth New Jersey Volunteers, and acting signal officer; and 
N.S. Barstow, second lieutenant, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Volun- 
teers, and acting signal officer. 

Unfortunately Lieutenants Merrill and Barstow were taken sick soon 

after the expedition marched, and consequently were unable to take an 
active part in any of the battles which were fought on-this march. 
- On Sunday, the 14th instant, the battle of Kinston was fought. As 
the battle was fought in a thick swamp there was no possible oppor- 
tunity for signaling until just at the close of the action, after the en- 
emy was driven into the open ground and across the Neuse River 
Bridge, when I saw a favorable opportunity to charge upon and cap- 
ture two regiments of rebels, and accordingly I signaled back to Gen- 
eral Foster to send forward a light battery and the cavalry which were 
already across the bridge; but the general instead sent up a flag of truce 
and asked them to surrender, which of course they did not do, but sue- 
ceeded in escaping, as before treating they demanded and obtained a 
half hour’s time, during which time the Union forces should remain 
halted at Kinston. I was most of the time occupied in carrying orders 
and placing troops in position and was with my flagmen a fourth of a 
mile in advance of the leading regiment. 

At night I accompanied a company of cavalry to the rebel batteries, 
4 miles below Kinston, and assisted in bringing off four field pieces 
and destroying an 8-inch columbiad and a 32-pounder siege gun, which 
were in position in the batteries, and with which the enemy had in the 
early part of the day driven off our gunboats. 

On the 16th instant General Foster fought the battle of White Hall, 
on the Neuse River. As soon as the battle commenced I placed my 
officers in the most prominent positions on the field, and accompanied 
by Private Jacob A. Reed, Company I, Third New York Artillery, 
went in with the leading regiment and examined the position of the 
enemy. After obtaining a close and accurate survey of their works 
and position, I opened a station under a severe fire of musketry and 
called for some field guns to be sent to me, which General i oster im- 
mediately forwarded. Upon their arrival I placed them in position and 
twice sighted the guns myself. The fire of the guns was very effectual, 
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driving the enemy out of the works they occupied; also completely rid- 
dling a half-finished gunboat which the enemy had on the stocks upon 
the opposite side of the river, and were occupying as a rifle-work atthe 
time. 

While sending the message for the guns I was hit by a musket-shot 
on the index finger of the right hand, but fortunately was not much 
hurt. My flag received three shots through it. Private Reed behaved 
with great coolness all through the engagement. — Toward the close of © 
the action I was ordered by General Foster to withdraw the artillery 
and pick out and post as many sharpshooters as would cover the en- 
emy’s position, which I accordingly did, under one of the severest 
musketry fires I have ever seen. 

On the 17th instant General Foster fought the battle of Goldsborough. 
The object of the action was to gain possession of the railroad bridge 
over the Neuse River. The action was a double one, the first being in 
the morning, the second in the evening. In the morning the rebels, 
after a little skirmishing, retreated across the railroad bridge, but kept 
up a sharp fire of musketry and artillery on our advance. I went im- 
mediately on to the railroad, placing Lieutenant Schlachter with Gen- 
eral Foster and other officers with different brigadiers and artillery. 
After getting on the railroad I went immediately forward of the skir- 
mishers, and at every favorable point made close observations of the 
enemy’s position, and finding it impossible to cross the bridge I called 
for artillery, which immediately came forward, took position, and com- 
menced shelling the enemy with very decided effect. 

After the bridge was carried and burned and our batteries had silenced 
the enemy’s fire, General Foster drew off his forces, supposing the bat- 
tle was over; but after about three hours the enemy came on with two 
brigades of infantry and one battery from some crossing of the river above 
the bridge and commenced an attack upon our rear, of which Lieutenant 
Keith immediately informed me by signal and I informed the general. 
The battle now renewed was soon ended, with very severe loss to the 
enemy and very slight loss to us. 

On account of the exceedingly difficult nature of the country and the 
inexperience of my officers less signaling was done than otherwise 
would have been. Both officers and men behaved as became soldiers 
and gentlemen, and when this detachment shall have had sufficient 
field practice they will compare favorably with any that lam acquainted 
with. I take this occasion to recommend to your favorable considera- 
tion Lieuts. C. C. F. Keith, E. S. Moffatt, F. Schlachter, and Joseph 
Fricker as capable and efficient officers; and Privates Jacob A. Reed, 
Company I, Third New York Artillery; Samuel N. Rogers, Company A, ° 
Twenty-first Massachusetts Volunteers; William N. Baker, Company 
_ D, Highth Pennsylvania Reserve Volunteer Corps; Pulaski Hindes, 

Company G, Ninth New Jersey Volunteers, and William J. Lindsay, 
First Pennsylvania Rifles, as cool, brave, energetic men, always ready 
for any undertaking, however desperate, attentive to their duties, intel- 
ligent and capable, precisely the men needed in this corps, and I take 
pleasure in recommending them to the department, and hope they will 
receive a suitable promotion. 

_ Although somewhat foreign to this report, I cannot refrain from men- 
tioning the conduct of Privates H. P. Baker, Company H, Third New 
York Artillery, and Lucius D. Craft, Company D, Highth Pennsylvania 

tifles Volunteer Corps, who, just at the close of the battle of Kinston, 
rode a mile or so to ihe left of the line of battle and captured and 
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brought in a major, a captain, and some 30 non-commissioned officers 
and privates. An act of rash bravery rarely equaled. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID A. TAYLOR, 
Captain and Chief Acting Signal Officer, Dept. of N. C. 
Maj. ALBERT J. MyEr, 
Signal Officer, U. 8S. Army. 


No. 4. 


Report of Col. James H. Ledlie, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief of 
Artillery, commanding Artiliery Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY BRIGADE, 
New Berne, N. C., December 24, 1862. 

Str: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations 
of this brigade in connection with the recent expedition: 

The artillery under my command consisted of Batteries B, EH, F, H, 
I, and K, Third New York Artillery; Battery F, First Rhode Island 
Artillery, and a section each of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
New York Independent Batteries. 

Leaving New Berne December 11, at 7 a. m., marched 14 miles, 
About 5 p. m., December 12, the Twenty-third New York Independent 
Battery, Captain Ransom, was left, with the Fifty-first Massachusetts 
Volunteers, to guard the bridge over Beaver Creek, 13 miles from Kins- 
ton. Captain Ransom remained there until the 14th, when he moved 
toward Kinston, and, supported by a company of the Fifth Massachu- 
setts Volunteers, was assigned to the defense of a bridge near there. 
On the 15th he rejoined the main column. 

About 9 a.m. December 138 the right section of Battery B, Third New 
York Artillery, under Lieutenant Day, which had been sent in advance 
of the main column with a squadron of cavalry, engaged a force of the 
enemy at Southwest Creek and shelled an earthwork commanding the 
bridge. The remaining two sections of Battery B, under Captain Mor- 
rison, were shortly after brought up and fired about 40 rounds. Bat- 
teries EH, F, H, and K, Third New York Artillery, were brought into 
position on the center and left of our line, but did not open fire. 

December 14, the skirmishers of the Ninth New Jersey Volunteers 
having engaged the enemy, the right section of Battery B, Third New 
York Artillery, under Lieutenant Day, was sent forward and took posi- 
tion in the road leadiug to the river bridge. The remaining sections of 
the battery, under Captain Morrison, were posted in an open field on 
the right of the road and shelled the woods. Battery I’, Third New 
York Artillery, Captain Jenney, came into battery on the left of the 
road, 200 yards in rear, and fired at the bridge at the distance of 1} 
miles, the direction and distance being given by a guide. Batteries E 
and I, Third New York Artillery, were ordered to the support of Cap- 
tain Morrison, and a section of Captain Jenney’s battery, under Lieu- 
tenant Birchmeyer, was then ordered to the support of Colonel Heck- 
man, Ninth New Jersey, on the extreine right, aud opened on the enemy 
with great effect. The remaining two sections of the battery were soon 
after sent to the support of Colonel Heckman, and, moving down within 
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a short distance of the bridge, opened a destructive fire upon the enemy — 3 
attempting to cross, effectually cutting off their retreat. Under cover 
of this fire a part of the cannoneers of Battery F, assisted by a few of the 
Tenth Connecticut, extinguished the fires which the enemy had kindled 
on the bridge. Battery B, Third New York Artillery, which was now 
moved forward and posted on the left, opened with canister on the 
woods, and Batteries E and I, Third New York Artillery, took position 
in a field on the right. At this time 41 privates and 2 commissioned ~ 
officers, belonging to the enemy, surrendered as prisoners to Captain 
Morrison, of Battery B, who sent them to the rear under guard. About 
one hour later Batteries E and I moved forward to the bank of the river 
and shelled the enemy over the town. Action closed about 1 p. m. 

Loss in artillery brigade at Kinston: Battery B, Third New York 
Artillery, 1 man wounded; Battery F, Third New York Artillery, 3 men 
wounded. Loss in horses quite heavy. 

The Twenty-fourth New York Independent Battery, Capt. Lee, which 
had been ordered, December 13, up the main road to a point 7 miles from 
Kinston, encamped there with the Forty-sixth Massachusetts Volun- 
teers. 

On the morning of the 14th one piece, under Lieutenant Cady, was 
sent up the road with a detachment of cavalry, and opened on the 
enemy, who were behind intrenchments, with two pieces of artillery, at 
a point where Southwest Creek crosses the direct road to Kinston. The 


- enemy retired after a brisk engagement of three-quarters of an hour, 


and after the battle of Kinston the Twenty-fourth Battery rejoined our 
main column, December 16. 
The affair at White Hall, Tuesday, December 16, commenced about 


9.30 a.m. by a skirmish between a detachment of the Third New York 


Cavalry, accompanied by the Twenty-third New York Independent Bat- 
tery, Captain Ransom, and the enemy’s sharpshooters. This skirmish 
lasted but a few minutes, after which the cavalry and battery moved 
forward past the enemy’s position. Shortly after, the Seventeenth Mas- 
sachusetts, Lieutenant-Colonel Fellows, having engaged the enemy, 
Battery F', Captain Jenney, Third New York Artillery, was posted on 
the hill-side directly opposite the enemy’s works and opened fire. One 
gun of this battery burst at about the twentieth round. 

At 10.50 a, mn, Battery K, Captain Angel, Third New York Artillery, 
was sent to the support of Captain Jenney and posted on his right. 
The right section of Captain Jenney’s battery, under command of Lieut. 
J. I’. Dennis, was then sent forward and posted on the left of the brid ge, 
across the river. Battery E, Third New York Artillery, Lieutenant 
Ashby commanding, and Battery ¥, First Rhode Island Artillery, Cap- 
tain Belger, were shortly afterward put in position on the hill above 
pine Hand K, Third New York Artillery, and opened fire. The 

uty-fourth New York Battery, Captain Lee, was then posted in the 
swamp on the right of our line. Battery I, Third New York Artillery 
Lieutenant Thomas, was sent forward to the left of the bridge, and a 
section of Battery K, Third New York Artillery, under Lieutenant Mer- 
sereau, Was also brought up to that point. Battery H, Third New York 
Artillery, Japtain Riggs, was now placed at about the center of our 
line, on the bank of the river, and, together with Captain Belger’s bat- 
tery, which had been posted on the right of the bridge, opened upon 
the enemy at a point-blank range. The action terminated a little after 
12 m., the enemy’s batteries having been completely silenced. 

I desire particularly to mention the gallant conduct of Lieut. J. F. 
Dennis, commanding the advanced section of Battery I’, Third New 
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York Artillery, who maintained his position until his ammunition was 
exhausted, under a very severe fire from the enemy’s sharpshooters,. 
and worked at his guns himself after a large number of his men had 
been shot down. 

The Twenty-third New York Independent Battery, Captain Ransom,. 
after passing White Hall on the morning of the 16th, marched with the: 
cavalry command of Major Garrard to Mount Olive, on the Wilmin gton 
and Weldon Railroad, and assisted in tearing up the railroad track, 
burning the trestle-work, and destroying the telegraph at that point. 
_ Thence, on the morning of the 17th, marched to Thompson’s Bridge, 
on the Neuse, 9 miles below Goldsborough. At that point a brisk en- 
gagement ensued, during which two sections of Battery K, Third New 
York Artillery, Captain Angel, came to Captain Ransom’s support. 
After thirty minutes the combined efforts of these batteries completely 
silenced the enemy’s fire, both of musketry and artillery. About mid- 
night they rejoined the main column. 

Loss in artillery brigade at White Hall: Battery E, Third New York 
Artillery, 3 men wounded; Battery F, Third New York Artillery, 5 
men wounded; Battery I, Third New York Artillery, 1 man wounded ; 
Battery K, Third New York Artillery, 2 men killed, 5 men wounded ; 
Battery F, First Rhode Island Artillery, 2 men killed, 2 men wounded; 
Twenty-fourth New York Independent Battery, 1 man killed. Loss in 
horses very heavy. 

About 11 a. m. Wednesday, December 17, the skirmishers of the 
Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers and Ninth New Jersey Volun- 
teers having engaged the enemy, Battery H, Third New York Artillery, 
Captain Riggs, was ordered to the front and posted on an elevation over- 
looking the railroad track. A few rounds of spherical case scattered 
the enemy, who took refuge in the woods. Battery B, Third New York 
Artillery, was then brought into position on the right of and close to 
the railroad track, and opened upon the bridge, which was visible at 
about 200 yards distance. Batteries E and I, Third New York Artil- 
lery, Maj. T. J. Kennedy commanding, now moved forward, opening 
upon the railroad monitor and the enemy’s battery on the other side ot 
the bridge. The effect of this concentrated fire was very destructive. 
The railroad bridge, which had been fired by Lieutenant Graham, aide- 
de-camp to Colonel Heckman, was torn down in about half an hour 
and the enemy’s battery and monitor completely silenced. The bat- 
teries then retired, Captain Morrison taking position on an elevation 
commanding the whole open field. Between 3 and 4 p. m., after our 
forces, with the exception of Colonel Lee’s brigade, had taken up the 
line of march, two regiments of the enemy’s infantry formed across the 
railroad track, cheering and waving their colors, and charged upon 
Captain Morrison’s battery. He opened upon them first with spherical 
case and then with double canister with deadly effect, literally mowing 
them down. Belger’s Rhode Island battery was ordered up and opened 
fire to the left, where the woods were lined with rebel infantry. The 
enemy then opened a well-directed fire upon us from a concealed bat- 
tery. Battery H, Third New York Artillery, Captain Riggs, was or- 
dered to the support of Captain Belger and posted on his left, opposite 
the enemy’s right flank. After an hour’s vigorous cannonading the 
enemy’s fire, both of musketry and artillery, was completely silenced 
by Captains Belger and Riggs, and, as night was closing in, orders were 
received to retire, which was done in the best order. One section of 
Battery H, under Lieutenant Clark, was left with the rear guard. 

Loss in artillery brigade at Goldsborough: Battery B, Third New 
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rk Artillery, 2 men wounded; Battery K, Third New York Artillery, 
aes eoneeiont Battery F, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, 3 men 
wounded. Loss in horses slight. ; } ; 

The officers of the various batteries, without exception, handled their 
commands with coolness and skill, and when all did so well it is diffi- 
eult to particularize. 

I desta to mention Majors Stone and Kennedy, who commanded the 
reserve artillery, for the prompt manner 1n which they brought their - 
batteries into action, and the efficiency with which they were served : 
also the members of my personal staff, Lieut. Alexander H. Davis, 
Lieut. E. P. Peters, and Chaplain William Hart, volunteer aides-de- 
camp, who were constantly under fire during the engagements, for the 
promptness displayed by them in performing the various duties assigned 
them. Lieut. Frederick W. Prince, acting brigade quartermaster, was 
also indefatigable in his exertions. 

JAMES H. LEDLIE, 


Col., Comdg. Arty. Brig. and Chief of Arty., Dept. of N. C. 


Maj. SouTHARD HOFFMAN, ; 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of North Carolina. 


No. 5. 


Report of Capt. Edwin 8S. Jenney, Battery F, Third New York Light Ar- 
tillery, of engagements at Kinston and White Hall, December 14 and 16. 


Hpgrs. BATTERY F, ToHrrD NEw YORK VOL. ARTILLERY, 
New Berne, N. C., December 21, 1862. 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that in accordance with your 
order my battery joined the First Brigade, commanded by Colonel 
Amory, and marched from New Berne Thursday, the 11th instant. On 
the 14th instant we arrived within 2 miles of Kinston, without anything 
occurring except the usual casualties of a march in an enemy’s country. 
By your order my battery then came into battery in an opening on the 
left of the road for the purpose of shelling Kinston. After expending 
about 120 rounds of ammunition I ceased firing, by order of Major-Gen- 
eral Foster, and sent my left section, commanded by Lieutenant Birch- 
meyer, to support Colonel Heckman’s position, on our right flank, and, 
by your order, posted my other two sections about half a mile nearer 
Kinston, in a field on the right-hand side the road. Lieutenant Bireh- 
meyer’s position was about 600 yards in front of the rebel battery, which 
was upon the opposite side of the river, and which was defended by 
breastworks, the river and an open field being between. He held this 
position alone, and did fine execution, until his fuse-shells were ex- 
pended, when the rest of my battery, by your order proceeded into 
the same position. After shelling the rebel battery for a short time 
the enemy retreated from that place, and Colonel Heckman commenced 
a flank movement toward the bridge. 

The infantry marched directly across the field, while my battery, by 
order of Colonel Amory, crossed to the left, nearer the bridge, and 
commenced a vigorous fire of canister and shell upon the retreating 
enemy. About four rounds had been discharged when I observed the 
rebels were firing the bridge. I immediately moved my battery to the 
end of the bridge, arriving there before any other troops—by this move- 
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_ ment cutting off the retreat of some of the enemy, who were yet upon 
this side of theriver. Lieutenant Birchmeyer, commanding left section, 
and First Sergeant Van Heusen, commanding center section, brought 
forward their cannoneers with watering buckets, and, assisted by a 
very few volunteers from the Tenth Connecticut, extinguished the fire 
upon the bridge, Lieutenant Dennis supporting them by a rapid fire of 
canister from his section. My loss at this place was as follows: Three 
men wounded—James H. Dunlap, guidon, in the thigh; Alexander Ful- 
lerton, corporal, in the arm; Charles Baughman, private, in the breast ; 

~and 5 horses killed. 

‘We encamped in Kinston, and the next morning we resumed our 
march. In the afternoon Lieutenant Dennis, with his section, was or- 

dered forward with the cavalry to White Hall, where he opened fire 
upon a rebel gunboat in process of construction and succeeded in par- 
tially destroying it, when he returned to the battery, which was en- 

camped with the division. 

On the 16th instant we resumed the march, my battery being in the 
advance. When near White Hall I was ordered forward and opened 
fire upon a rebel battery, situated on the opposite side of the river, 
about 1,000 yards distant. My right section was posted upon the bank 
of the river, where the bridge had been burned, about 200 yards distant 
from the enemy’s battery. I kept up a continuous fire until my ammu- 
nition was exhausted, when I retired by your order. During the hot- 
test of the fire one of my guns burst, injuring no one. 

My losses at this place are as follows: Six men wounded and 8 horses 
killed.* 

Immediately after the engagement we moved on with the column. 

Our ammunition being exhausted we did not participate in the en- 
gagement near Goldsborough. 

We arrived at our camp on the 20th instant. 

My total casualties are as follows: Nine men wounded; 13 horses 
killed. 

I desire to call your attention to the meritorious conduct of First 
Sergt. Stephen Van Heusen, who commanded my center section, and 
behaved gallantly both at Kinston and White Hall. I beg leave to 
recommend him for promotion to a lieutenancy. My non-commissioned 
officers and privates fought bravely, and it would be difficult to dis- 
criminate between them. 

I am, colonel, your very obedient servant, : 
EDWIN S. JENNEY, | 
Captain, Comdy. Battery F, Third New York Vol. Artillery. 


Col. JAMES H. LEDLIE, 
Commanding Artillery Brigade. 


No. 6. 


Reports of Maj. Charles Fite Simmons, Third New York Cavalry, of 
operations December 15 and 17. 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 15th 
instant I proceeded along the Goldsborough road from Kinston with 


*Nominal loss omitted. Casualties embodied in revised statement, p. 60. 
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Companies B, B, and H, and one of Allis’ mountain howitzers, all of this: 
regiment. My instructions were to simply make a feint toward Golds- 
borough and to capture any of the stragglers that might be found. Iwas 
also cautioned not to delay any longer than it was necessary to allow the: 
main column to recross the bridge at Kinston; then to countermarch and 
act as rear guard. After going 6 miles my advance, commanded by 
Lieutenant Greig, Company H, came up with 12 mounted vedettes of. 
theenemy. After a brisk chase of 3 miles they got away; not, however, 
before one of them was wounded by the lieutenant. About 800 yards. 
distant from the spot where I concluded the farther chase to be fruit- 
less I imagined I heard the noise of an engine; and, as I thought the 
feint would be more effective if cannon shots were fired, I ordered the 
howitzer in position and fired five rounds of spherical case-shot. After 
the third discharge the engine whistled and went toward Goldsborough. 
I sent some men forward, under Captain Willson, of Company H, to re- 
connoiter. They took 2 prisoners, South Carolinians, who refused to: 
give any information further than that the train came down from Golds- 
borough that morning with troops, and had retired upon finding us ad- 
vancing. 

J returned to Kinston without farther casualties and joined the maim 
column. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

CHAS. FITZ SIMMONS, 
Major, Third New York Cavalry. 
Lieut. Col. JoHn MIx, 
Commanding Third New York Cavalry. 


CoLonEL: I have the honor to report that on December 17, instant, 
I was detached from the main column of General Foster’s army, then en 
route to Goldsborough Bridge, with Company B, Captain Moschell, and 
Company ©, Lieutenant Mayes, for the purpose of destroying the rail- 
road at Dudley Station, a point 5 miles distant from Goldsborough 
Bridge, on the Goldsborough and Wilmington Railroad. Upon enter- 
ing the town the enemy’s pickets, some 20 in number, scattered right 
and left in the direction of Mount Olive and Goldsborough. I in pur- 
suance of orders proceeded to tear up the track, destroying the rails: 
by piling up and interspersing them with dry lumber found at the sta- 
tion.’ I also burned two trestle-work culverts, a train of four railroad 
cars, water-station, depot, and storehouse. In the storehouse were some 
50 muskets and 10 sabers, of no great value, and having no means of 
transportation I threw them into the flames. With the arms was a rebel 
flag, ‘the Stars and Bars,” which I took away with me. 

Having remained at Dudley two hours, to be sure that no attempt 
which might be made to save the railroad would be successful, I re- 
turned by a short cut to the main column, which I found engaged with 
the enemy at Goldsborough Bridge. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


CHAS. FITZ SIMMONS, 


Major, Third New York Cavalry.. 
Lieut. Col. Joun Mrx, ee w York Cavalry 


Commanding Third New York Cavatry. 
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| Reports of Maj. Jeptha Garrard, Third New York Cavalry, of operations 
December 15-17. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders from 
} Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster I took three companies of the Third New York 
| Cavalry and one section of Jenney’s battery Third New York Artillery 
} on the evening of December 15 and marched to White Hall, on the 
4 Neuse River. No enemy was found on the south side of the river. 
| ‘The artillery threw eight or ten shells into a skeleton gunboat on the 
| oppositeside. Private Butler, of Company O, Third New York Cavalry, 
| volunteered to swim the river and set fire to the boat. He did swim 
| -over, though shot at three times, and returned safely. The command 
then marched to camp. 
Very respectfully, 

JEPTHA GARRARD, 
; Major, Third New York Cavalry. 
Lieut. Col. JoHn MIx, 

Commanding Third New York Cavalry. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders from 
Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster I marched, on December 16, with two guns of 
Ransom’s battery Twenty-third New York Artillery and five companies 
of Third New York Cavalry, to Mount Olive Station, on the Golds- 
borough and Wilmington Railroad, 14 miles below Goldsborough. The 
railroad was destroyed at this point for about 1 mile. Four miles be- 
yond this point, toward Wilmington, a bridge over the Goshen Swamp 
was destroyed, and between Mount Olive Station and this bridge the 
road was torn up and burned in five places. 

The object of the march being fully accomplished the command re- 

turned to camp. 
Very respectfully, 
JEPTHA GARRARD, 
Major, Third New York Cavalry. 
- Lieut. Col. Joun Mix, 
Commanding Third New York Cavalry. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that on December 17, in obedience 
to orders from Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, I marched, with four companies 
Third New York Cavalry and two guns of Ransom’s battery Twenty- 
third New York Artillery, to Thompson’s Bridge to burn said bridge. 
The bridge was found to be already burned by the enemy. The enemy 
was found to be in force (artillery and infantry) on the opposite side. 
Re-enforcements of four guns of Angel’s battery Third New York Ar- 
tillery and Forty-third Regiment Massachusetts, Colonel Holbrook, were 
sent to hold the place until further orders. 

At 8 o'clock next morning the command rejoined the army. 

I wish to mention Captain Jacobs, Company HE, Third New York 
Cavalry, for good conduct in charging down to the bridge under fire. 


Ve spectfully 
eer” JEPTHA GARRARD, 
Major, Third New York Cavalry. 


Lieut. Col. JouHn Mix. 
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No. 8. 


Reports of Capt. John F. Moschell, Third New York Cavalry, of opera- 
tions December 11-16. 


Hpgrs. Company B, THIRD New YoRK CAVALRY, 
New Berne, N. C., December 20, 1862. 


CoLonEeL: On the morning of the 11th instant I, in command of 
Companies A and B, of the Third New York Cavalry, as the advance 
guard, proceeded on the Trent road as far as the Deep Gully (some 9 
miles) and halted for further orders. Orders coming, I went on some 
5 or 6 miles farther, capturing one of the enemy’s pickets without firing 
a shot, and found the road so blockaded as to impede the farther ad- 
vance of the column until the obstructions were removed. Sending 
Lieutenant Chamberlin and 30 men of Company A, dismounted, in the 
woods as skirmishers they captured a man and horse of the enemy. 

While waiting to have the pioneers remove the obstructions we were 
sent, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Mix, to make a reconnais- 
sance to the left of the main road about a mile. Returning we biv- 
ouacked for the night. 

On the morning of the 12th I proceeded on the main road as far as. 
the junction of the Kinston road, where Companies B and K, Third 
New York Cavalry, and two companies of the Ninth New Jersey formed 
the advance guard. We proceeded on the Kinston road some 3 miles 
and encountered a force of the enemy’s cavalry about 100 strong, as the 
prisoners reported. I charged on them with Company B for about 13 
miles, when, coming upon an ambush of some 150 infantry behind a 
ditch and rail fence in the pine wood, I ordered a retreat, and rallied 
a quarter of a mile this side of the ambush, at the corner of a road 
leading to a house on the right of the road. 

I found 2 men wounded—Private Butler, slightly in the thigh with 
buck-shot (subsequently cut out by Surgeons Palmer and Douglas), 
and Private Kingsley, severely wounded in the thigh with a musket- 
ball—and 4 men missing, viz, Privates Brightman, Coon, Goodspeed 
(wounded), and Hart, said Butler’s horse being killed and 9 horses 
missing. The cause of so many horses missing was a deep ditch filled: 
with water, where the horses fell, throwing their riders, and recovering 
ran away into the enemy’s lines. 

We captured 1 lieutenant, 9 men, and 2 horses. We also killed 1 cap- 
tain and 4 men, wounding 1 colonel (Baker) and several men. 

Great credit is due to both officers and men, who showed personal 
bravery and efficiency in the charge. I canaot close this report with- 
out particular mention of Lieutenant Ebbs; also First Sergt. William 
B. Shearer and Corporal Kent and Farrier Allen. The sword of First 
Sergeant Shearer did not return to its sheath without vengeance on 
the enemy, as their arms and heads plainly show. 

I have the honor, &c., 
JNO. F. MOSCHELL, 
Captain, Commanding. 
Col. JOHN Mix, 
Commanding Third New York Cavalry. 


On the morning of the 13th I was sent with Company B, Third New 
York Cavalry, on a reconnaissance on the Kinston and Trent road, 
where it branches off, some 9 miles from Kinston. I proceeded about 
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2 2 miles and came across 4 mounted pickets at a farm or plantation 


_ house. My vedettes fired upon them and succeeded in capturing a car- 
bine and saddle, but the men and horses escaped across the field to the 
woods. I continued on this road some 3 miles and came in sight of 1 
mounted and 2 foot pickets. The vedettes fired at them, one running 
one way, the other two the other way. Continuing on a mile farther 
we came upon several pickets at a bridge about 3 miles from Kinston. 
They fired upon my vedettes, who returned the fire. 

Owing to limited instructions I returned the same road and joined 


_—the main column at the church, some 6 miles south of Kinston. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. F. MOSCHELL. 


No. 9. 


Report of Capt. Newton Hall, Third New York Cavalry, of operations 
: December 12-16. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that on the afternoon of December 
12 I was ordered by Major-General Foster, in command of the forces 
then marching against Kinston, to take three companies of the Third 
New York Cavalry, viz, Companies A, D, and G, with one piece of 
Lieutenant Allis’ section of artillery, under his (Lieutenant Allis’) com- 
mand, and march forward on the direct road to Kinston, feeling the 
enemy and making as strong a demonstration as possible with my 
command. I was also ordered to retire after having made this demon- 
stration, to build large camp fires for the night, and hold the road until 
commanded toretire. Iimmediately moved forward, throwing a platoon 
of Company A, under command of Lieutenant Chamberlin, armed with 
carbines, in front of the column, with orders to proceed cautiously and 
give immediate notice of the presence of the enemy. Proceeding in 
this manner about 2 miles our advance came upon two cavalry vedettes, 
dismounted, with their horses saddled, but unbridled, and tied near the 
road. We were so close upon them that they were unable to mount, 
and started off across the field for the wood on foot. A shot from a 
carbine caused them to halt and they were taken prisoners. We again 
moved forward, and, having gained the information that part of a com- 
pany of infantry was stationed at a large white house within three- 
quarters of a mile of the rebel forces encamped at Wise’s Cross-Roads, 
I determined if possible to surprise them. Moving with even greater 
caution than before, we had advanced, as I judge, nearly half the dis- 
tance when our advance came unexpectedly upon two mounted pickets, 
and, charging forward upon the instant, captured them without noise 
oralarm. Sending them to the rear we again advanced, and when within 
about a mile of the main guard we came upon an infantry picket, and, 
learning from him the distance to the house, charged in a body. As 
our advance approached the rebel station the rebels rushed in alarm 
and confusion from the house, and as they endeavored to get into line 
fired a few shots at us, when, unable to withstand our onset, they fled. 

The skirmish here lasted but a few minutes, our men using their car- 
bines and revolvers freely, leaving, as was subsequently ascertained, 13 
dead and dying rebels upon the ground and taking 11 prisoners, be- 
sides those previously captured, among whom was 1 commissioned offi- 
cer. Themen killed and 11 of theprisoners taken belong to the Twenty- 
second South Carolina Regiment; the others were a part of Major 
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Nethercutt’s command. After I had secured the prisoners I ordered the 
house to be set on fire, which was done, and, firing a shell from the 
howitzer as a parting salute, I slowly retired 2 or 3 miles, built large 
camp fires, posted a strong guard, and encamped for the night, keeping 
the horses saddled and ready to mount at an instant’s notice. 

There was no alarm during the night, nor at any subsequent time 
while I remained on the road, which I did, having no order to retire, 
until the 15th, when I moved up to Kinston Bridge, and, learning there 
that messengers had been sent for me, proceeded with my command to 
within 4 miles of White Hall, where I encamped for the night. 

The next morning as the command was passing White Hall it was 
fired upon by the rebel sharpshooters from the other side of the river. 
I immediately ordered forward the howitzer, under command of Lieu- 
tenant Allis, who opened upon them with shell and canister. After 
three rounds were received by them they ceased firing and we passed 
without further molestation, joining the main column the evening of the 
same day near Goldsborough, not having lost a man killed, wounded, 
or missing. 

I omitted to mention that the prisoners taken, to the number of 20, 
were turned over to the Fifty-first Massachusetts Regiment, then acting 
as rear guard, previous to our leaving the Kinston road. This number, 
however, did not include 3 who were subsequently taken, among whom 
was a sergeant of Major Nethercutt’s band, and were paroled at Kinston 
on our return, making the whole number of prisoners captured by us 
while absent from your command 23. 

While finding nothing to censure and much to praise in the conduct 
of every officer and soldier of the command, I cannot but think that 
the conduct of Lieutenant Chamberlin and Sergeant Beecher, of Com- 
pany A, who were in charge of the first platoon in the attack upon the 
rebel pickets, deserves especial commendation. Much of the success at- 
tending the attack can be attributed to the soldierly qualities and good 
conduct displayed by them. 

I must not neglect to mention Lieutenant Allis and his howitzer, 
which was always ready when wanted, and did us good service at 
White Hall. 

I might mention others, but when I say that the conduct of all would, 
I think, have fully met your expectations and merited your approval if 
you had been present, I have said enough. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. HALL, 
Captain, Third New York Cavalry. 
Lieut. Col. JOHN MIX. 


No. 10. 


Report of Capt. Ferris Jacobs, jr., Third New York Cavalry, of operations 
December 13 and 14. 


NEw BERNE, N. C., December 21, 1862. 
_ COLONEL: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 13th 
instant, pursuant to an order from Major-General Foster, I proceeded 
with my command, of less than 50 men, on the road to the right of my 
camp until it intersected a road leading into the main highway from 
New Berne to Kinston about 14 miles from the point of intersection. 
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Ascertaining a few minutes after my arrival that a squadron of cav- 


_ alry had passed down the road toward New Berne about one hour be- 


fore, I immediately dismounted my command and posted it, so as to cut 
off the retreat of the enemy, and sent a messenger to General Foster 
with the intelligence. He returned with a piece from Belger’s battery 
and permission to remain as long as I thought necessary. I had also 
been told by a contraband here that the enemy had directed him to 
draw a load of corn into Kinston for them, threatening to kill him on 
their return if he did not do it. He was about to do so when I came on 
the ground. 

After lying perdu for one and a half hours I took a small party and 
reconnoitered in the direction of Kinston, and after proceeding about 
three-quarters of a mile found a bridge in the midst of an almost im- 
penetrable swamp and broken down, the stringers being cut off. Very 
naturally concluding that no cavalry force would attempt to return to 
Kinston on that road I returned to camp and reported as above to the 
general and yourself. 

The next morning (14th instant), upon a written order from General 
Foster to again proceed to the above-mentioned intersection and “hold 
and occupy the place,” with verbal permission to skirmish across the 
broken bridge if I found my force sufficient, I proceeded with my com- 
mand of the day previous, and one piece (3-inch Parrott) from Captain 
Lee’s battery, under Lieutenant Cady, to the intersection, posted the 
piece on a knoll about one-half mile from and overlooking the broken 
bridge and a breastwork and rifle-pits, which I had found lay behind 
the bridge on the opposite side of the run, and went forward with 30 
cavalry to the point where the road enters the wood, and about 40 rods 
from the intrenchment. The skirmishers then went forward, under Lieu- 
tenant Richardson, through the morass to the run and engaged the en- 
emy’s skirmishers on the other side. The range was short, a few yards, 
and Lieutenant Richardson reported it to have been quite effective. I 
then (near noon) opened fire with the piece from the knoll, and continued 
to throw shell into the intrenchment, at short intervals, for about two 
hours; but finding that the enemy was too well sheltered to be materi- 
ally damaged at that distance I moved the piece up to the edge of .the 
wood and opened fire with grape and canister at_a range of less than 40 
rods. About 40 cavalry (mounted) were drawn up in line in advance 
and to the right of the piece, but sheltered by the wood and a slight 
acclivity. To this the enemy (who up to this time had only engaged 
the skirmishers) replied from the intrenchment with grape and canister. 
After exchanging 12 or 15 shots a few of the enemy’s infantry appeared 
about the bridge as though preparing a crossing, and fearing a sudden 
charge of a superior force on my feebly-supported piece, I ceased firing 
and sent the piece back to the eminence it before occupied. Very soon 
the skirmishers reported that they had crossed the run into the intrench- 
ment, found that the enemy had withdrawn, leaving behind a number 
of muskets (Valley Forge pattern), haversacks, knapsacks, “c. 

Previous to this I had sent Lieutenant Richardson to burn a bridge 
half a mile up the run and on our right flank. This he did without op- 
position. Captain Lee, of the artillery, having arrived, together with 
two companies of the Fifth Massachusetts, upon consultation with him 
it was concluded, from the sound of the musketry, that General Foster 
had advanced and was at or near the Kinston Bridge. Captain Lee 
repaired the bridge, with the assistance of the infantry and without 
tools, in an almost incredibly short time. Cautiously advancing about 
one-fourth of a mile and no enemy being seen I gave Sergeant Gibbs, 
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of Company BE, permission to dash on with 5 men until he either en- 
aaa jibe leafy or ran on the Federal pickets. In less than half 
an hour he returned with the intelligence that he met the Federal 
pickets about 1 mile from the bridge we had just crossed and in sight 
of the town. 3 

The citizens estimated the force of the enemy at 1,200 infantry and 
four pieces of artillery, and their loss at 6 or 7 killed and wounded. 
Five prisoners were captured, 4 from the infantry, who said their regi- 
ment was the Twenty-fifth South Carolina, numbering 850 men, and 
that they lost but 1 man. One said he belonged to Rhett’s South 
Carolina Battery, and that they had four pieces at the bridge but could 
only get two in position. The prisoners also stated that their officers 
variously estimated our forces to be from 5,000 to 10,000 at that place. 

‘All of which is respectfully submitted. 

F, JACOBS, JR., 
Captain, Commanding Detachment. 

Lieut. Col. Joun MIx, 

Commanding Third New York Cavalry. 


No. 11. 


Report of Capt. George W. Cole, Third New York Cavalry, of operations 
December 12-16, 


Sir: Having been ordered to take the advance on the morning of 
December 12, nothing of importance occurred tomy command till on the 
morning of the 13th, when I was ordered to make a charge via Sandy 
Foundation and obtain a bridge on Southwest Creek, about 5 miles 
from Kinston, to prevent the destruction of it and hold the position if 
possible. This I proceeded to do, capturing three pickets and thus 
surprising the rebels destroying the bridge, and by dismounting 12 of 
my men and advancing under partial cover obtained the first volley, 
but received in return a shower of canister from a gun placed back of 
the bridge, and musketry, which severely wounded Jack Costello, of 
Philadelphia (canister-shot through the head). Wesucceeded by rapid 
sharpshooting in keeping them from the bridge and gun (which as 
often as they endeavored to load we would pick them off) for over an 
hour, till relieved by the skirmishers of the Ninth New Jersey Regi- 
ment. 

After the bridge was repaired General Wessells ordered me to report 
to Colonel Heckman, who ordered me to feel of the enemy. On ad- 
vaneing we were fired into by concealed enemies in force, and B. F. 
Chapman, of Syracuse, was severely wounded by a rifle-ball in the 
thigh. After sharp skirmishing the rebels fell back and we encamped 
on the field, advancing with the company of skirmishers in the morn- 
ing, and, while the battle was raging, frequently changing position to 
the right and left, as the enemy’s batteries got our range, till ordered by 
General Foster to make a detour to our right, capturing 4 prisoners, 
and, endeavoring to cross the bridge to make a charge in the rear of the 
flying column, I was ordered by you to return and charge up the river. 
I did as far as the ground permitted, and, as there was no appearance 
of any enemy or tracks, returned and crossed the bridge, being then 
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ordered to make a reconnaissance down the river and obtain informa- 


tion of a battery. About 3 miles from town we found a battery wagon 
just deserted, and pushing on deployed as foragers, after examining 
the position, and charged across the rifle-pits and through their works, 
finding in the first works extensive barracks and a secure work con- 
taining four 10-pounder guns loaded, with limbers, and one long 32- 
pounder ship-gun. A few hundred yards down we found a strong 
bomb-proof and earthworks, on which was an 8-inch columbiad, still 
warm, with lots of loaded shell, but no powder in magazine. Throwing 


_out skirmishers I hastened to spike the two heavy guns and to galiop 


to town for teams to draw off the 10-pounders, and, obtaining these, 
drew off in the night the four guns, securely spiking the other two and 
setting on fire the carriages, magazine, barracks, &c., slowly covering 
the retreat to Kinston of the teams and guns, starting in the morning 
of the 15th for New Berne with seven guns, by order of General Foster. 
After proceeding some 6 miles on the Neuse road my advance guard 
observed a party of the enemy on a cross-road, and charging down with 
a platoon I took 7 prisoners from a South Carolina and 1 from a North 
Carolina Regiment, arriving safely in New Berne with guns and pris- 
oners December 16, turning over guns to Lieutenant Prouty and pris- 
oners to Captain Messinger. 
I have the honor to submit the above report. 


Respectfully, &c., 
GEO. W. COLE, 
Captain Company K, Third New York Cavalry. 


Lieut. Col. JoHn MIx. 


No. 12. 


Report of Col. Thomas J. 0. Amory, Seventeenth Massachusetts Infantry, 
commanding First Brigade, First Division, of engagements at Kinston, 
White Hall, and Goldsborough Bridge, December 14, 16, and 17. 


Hpgrs. First Bric., First Div., DEPT. or N. C., 
New Berne, N. C., December 21, 1862. 


Magsor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by the brigade under my command in the several actions of the 
14th, 16th, and 17th instant: . j 

The First Brigade, consisting of the Seventeenth, Twenty-third, Forty- 
third, Forty-fifth, and Fifty-first Massachusetts Regiments (the last three 
being nine months’ volunteers), marched from New Berne, with the army 
under Major-General Foster, on the morning of the 11th instant. The 
brigade numbered at this time nearly 3,500 men. Of these, about 100 
were sent back on our second day out, being mostly convalescents from 
hospital who were found unfit to continue the march. 

On our arrival at Southwest Creek on the 13th I was ordered to form 
my brigade in two lines on the left of the road, detaching one regiment 
to line the bank of the creek, the passage of which was disputed by 
the enemy. I sent forward the Twenty-third Massachusetts, which 
crossed at the mill-dam, the bridge having been destroyed; this regi- 
ment remained on the opposite bank, and rejoined my command on the 
march next morning. The Fifty-first Massachusetts had previously been 
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detached, with orders to remain at Beaver Creek, guarding our rear; 
this regiment rejoined my command on the evening of the 14th. 

On approaching the battle-field of Kinston on the morning of the 14th, 
by order of the commanding general I detached the Twenty-third and 
Forty-third Massachusetts to the right and left of the road, respectively, 
in support of batteries. The Seventeenth was sent to the extreme right 
to support Colonel Heckman, Ninth New Jersey, in advance. While 
superintending this movement on the right the Twenty-third and Forty- 
fifth were ordered forward in the center, and opened fire in the wood, 
gradually advancing, as did the entire line, driving the enemy to the 
bridge. On the right I posted the Forty-third to cut off the forces of 
the enemy on the river road from the bridge, and a portion of these, some 
60 in number, shortly afterward surrendered to Major Chambers, Twenty- 
third Massachusetts. 

In this action the Forty-fifth suffered most severely, as indicated by 
their return of the killed and wounded, hereto annexed,* together with 
the reports of regimental commanders, to which I beg leave to refer for 
particulars. The different regiments of my brigade were, during most 
of the action, scattered through the wood or separated in support of bat- 
teries. All who came under my observation conducted themselves with 
commendable steadiness and gallantry. 

In the action at White Hall on the 16th, my brigade being in advance, 
three of the regiments (the Seventeenth, Twenty-third, and Forty-fifth) 
were immediately engaged, with what effect could not be ascertained, 
as the enemy was posted in intrenchments on the opposite side of the 
river, which was not fordable. These regiments did their whole duty, 
remaining under fire as far in- advance as possible, until I was directed 
to withdraw them in order to allow the artillery to occupy this position, 
which was done, and the guns of the enemy soon afterward silenced. In 
resuming the march from White Hall I was d irected to detach the Seven- ~ 
teenth to re-enforce the advance guard, under Colonel Heckman, Ninth 
New Jersey. The remainder of my brigade took position in the rear of 
the column. 

On the morning of the 17th I was further directed to detach a regi- 
ment with the battery which was to hold Thompson’s Ford, 5 miles 
above, which order I complied with, sending the Forty-third Massachu- 
setts under Colonel Holbrook. 

In the engagement at Goldsborough Bridge the three remaining regi- 
ments of my brigade were not brought into action. Colonel Heckman, 
of the Ninth New Jersey, will doubtless report upon the conduct of the 
Seventeenth in that action. Their list of wounded proves them to have 
been completely engaged, and the successful accomplishment of the 
object of the expedition in the destruction of the railroad bridge is the 
only comment I need make on their efficiency. 

When all did their duty well it seems unnecessary to mention names, 
but I feel compelled in this place to testify to the fidelity with which 
Dr. Galloupe, the senior surgeon of my brigade, discharged his duties. 
His efficiency at all times, and his care of the wounded, merits the 
highest praise. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. J. C. AMORY, 
Col. Seventeenth Massachusetts Vols., Comdg First Brigade. 


Maj. SoUTHARD HoFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, New Berne, N. C. 


*See revised statement, p. 60. 
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No. 13. 


Report of Lieut. Col. John F. Fellows, Seventeenth Massachusetts Infantry, 
of engagements at Kinston, White Hall, and Goldsborough Bridge, De- 
cember 14, 16, and 17. 


HD@QRS. SEVENTEENTH MASSACHUSETTS V. OLUNTEERS, 
New Berne, N. C., December 22, 1862. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to forward the following report of 
the movements of the regiment under my command on the late expedi- 
tion to Goldsborough : 

As nothing of particular interest occurred until Sunday, the 14th 
instant, that is not already known to the commander of the brigade, I 
will commence at the time I was ordered to report to General Wessells. 
Soon after the battle of Kinston commenced General Wessells ordered 
me forward to support Morrison’s battery, which was stationed on the 
right of the road and in great danger of attack from the enemy. In 
about half an hour the battery was withdrawn to another position, and 
I was ordered to the edge of the wood. Soon after I was ordered to 
advance to the right to support another battery at that place. I found 
the Ninth New Jersey, Colonel Heckman, preparing to advance, and as 
I received an order to do the same the two regiments proceeded to- 
gether. Iwas then notified that the Ninth New Jersey and Seventeenth 
Massachusetts were to act together, under command of Colonel Heck- 
man. We pushed on over the open space in front and soon reached the 
bridge, which we crossed together, being the first regiments to go over. 
We took several prisoners and then marched to the town, when I was. 
ordered on provost duty. This order was afterward countermanded and 
the regiment was ordered to rejoin the brigade on the other side of the 
bridge. On the way back I was ordered by General Foster to remain, 
as the brigade was to advance, and after joining the brigade was again 
ordered on provost duty. 

On Monday we were again ordered to march, the Seventeenth being 
in advance with the Ninth New Jersey, and this order of march was. 
continued on Tuesday, the 16th. Upon approaching White Hall the 
Ninth New Jersey was fired upon and deployed upon the banks of the 
river, where we followed, and remained some two or three hours, the 
enemy firing upon us from the oppositebank. Attempts were made to 
find a ford, but the water was found to be from 8 to12 feet deep. Dur- 
ing this time Lieutenant Day and 11 men were wounded. Upon resum- 
ing the march the Seventeenth was in the advance. 

The next morning, being yet in the advance, I sent forward two com- 
panies of skirmishers, Companies F and C, under command of Captain 
Fuller, and upon approaching the battle-ground they were attacked, 
but drove the enemy before them. The enemy appearing to be in force 
in a wood to the left, I received orders from Colonel Heekman to pro- 
ceed by a road through the wood and obtain possession of the railroad. 
This was successfully accomplished, with the loss of but 1 man, Ser- 
geant Hardy, of Company F. 

My next order was to take the regiment upon the railroad and pro- 
ceed toward the bridge and to take advantage of the banks of the road 
for the protection of the men. We advanced, after leaving two com- 
panies to observe the enemy, and were soon fired upon by artillery and 
infantry; and to avoid the raking fire from the artillery the men were 
ordered to the banks of the railroad and thus continue the advance. 
Our march was necessarily by the flank, and upon arriving within 10 
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feet of the bridge a heavy fire from artillery and musketry in front and 
musketry from each side and in the wood was opened upon us, while 
the shells from our own guns fell and burst between us and the bridge. 
Not being willing to lose the men by the fire from our own side I again 
ordered them to the banks of the road and sent a messenger to the 
artillery to change the direction of their fire; but as the shells continued 
to fall in the same place I was compelled to go myself and represent to | 
the officer in command of the guns that his fire was endangering our 
own men. As I returned, Morrison’s battery came up and took position 
near the bridge, and I directed the captain’s attention to the depot be- 
yond, where a train of cars had just arrived with re-enforcements for the 
enemy. Directing his guns with much judgment he sent a shell directly 
into them and continued to keep up a vigorous and effective fire until 
the bridge was destroyed. He then retired and I drew off my men to 
support a battery which continued to play farther to the right. After 
the firing ceased and the battery retired I rejoined the Ninth New Jer- 
sey and marched with them from the field. 

I cannot close this report without adding my testimony to the admi- 
rable conduct of the men of my command. While under fire no sign of 
faltering was observed among any of them. They behaved like vet- 
erans accustomed to such scenes, and deserve all praise for their stead- 
iness and prompt obedience to orders. 

Lieut. B. N. Mann, our former adjutant, deserves especial mention 
for his efforts to destroy the bridge, receiving in the attempt a severe 
wound, 

Adjutant Cheever also behaved with coolness and bravery, being 
always at hand to attend to the execution of orders, and the officers 
and men generally performed their duty to my entire satisfaction. 

Captain Fuller, with the companies left to watch the enemy, did 
great service in preventing a flank movement, and captured two of 
their cavalry who had ventured inside of the line of skirmishers. 

Our loss upon the railroad was 18 wounded, se | in view of our ex- 
posed position and the fire which was kept up upon us the smallness of 
the number seems marvelous. The wounded men are in good spirits, 
and one of them after his wound was dressed desired to go back to the 
scene of action. 

Inclosed I send an official report of the killed and wounded: Kilied, 
1; wounded, 29. Aggregate, 30.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. FELLOWS, 
Tieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Seventeenth Massachusetts Vols. 
Lieut. E. T. PARKINSON, 
A.A. A. G., First Brig., First Div., Dept. of N. C. 


No. 14. 


Report of Maj. John G. Chambers, Twenty-third Massachusetts Infantry, 
of operations December 11-16. 


Hpgrs. TWENTY-THIRD REGT. MASSACHUSETTS VOLS., 
Camp Pendleton, December 23, 1862. 
Sir: In accordance with General Orders, Nos. 29 and 31, I left camp 
with my command on the morning of December 11 and took my posi- 


* But see revised statement, p. 60. 
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tion in the general column. The regiment numbered 641 enlisted men 


and 20 commissioned officers, not including surgeons and quartermas- 


ter. Upon mustering for the march on the second day I found that 
about 100 of the enlisted men who had started had been unable to 
stand the fatigue of the march, and had been sent back to New Berne 
by the surgeons. 

In the forenoon of the second day (12th instant) Private John H. 
Montgomery, of Company I, who had straggled from the ranks into 
the wood, was shot through the foot by one of the enemy’s scouts. 

About noon on the 13th instant, the enemy having been discovered 


‘in force at Southwest Creek, my command was among the various in- 


fantry regiments ordered forward. The position assigned me was one 
on the left of the main road, facing the creek. I then deployed a com- 
pany of skirmishers to ascertain the course of the creek and if there 
was any enemy in the front. Shortly after, by order of Colonel Potter, 
I marched my regiment across the creek at the dam and was then 
ordered to report to General Wessells. 

‘That night the regiment was placed on picket duty in a swamp about 
midway between the creek above mentioned and Kinston. 

During the afternoon of this day Corp]. William K. Worth accident- 
ally shot himself through the hand. 

The next morning I received orders to report to Colonel Heckman for 
skirmish duty, but owing to an unavoidable delay in receiving extra. 
ammunition the order was countermanded and I was again placed in 
your brigade, where I remained until shortly after the commencement 
of the action before Kinston, when I was again ordered to report to’ 
General Wessells. General Wessells next sent me to report to Colonel 
Howell, of the Highty-fifth Pennsylvania Regiment. In accordance 
with his orders I formed my line in the swamp on the left of the road 
and about 70 paces in the rear of the Highty-fifth. 

Although subjected to a heavy fire, being in the second line, my men 
were kept lying down and thus escaped with but 2 wounded, and 
those not severely.. While marching forward I discovered a number 
of the enemy making through the wood, and immediately sent out a 
detachment, to which 2 officers and 58 enlisted men, belonging to the 
Twenty-second South Carolina, surrendered. They had thrown away 
their arms. Had I been permitted I could, undoubtedly, have secured 
a larger number;, but being in the second line and under the orders of 
the commander of the first I could not move forward without his 
sanction. 

We left Kinston early on the morning of the 15th instant. Nothing 
unusual occurred on the road until about noon on the 16th instant, 
when, as we were approaching a place called White Hall, the firing in 
front denoted that we had again come upon the enemy. 

The Seventeenth Massachusetts, having the right of the brigade, was 
the first regiment ordered in, and my regiment was immediately formed 
in line and shortly ordered forward. I marched it through a small 
piece of swamp under a heavy fire and came to the edge of the Neuse 
River, my left resting near where the bridge had been destroyed. The 
enemy were on the opposite bank, secreted behind trees and stumps, 
and opposite my left they had a log fort. I immediately commenced 
firing, which we continued until we had expended about 40 rounds of 
ammunition, when we were ordered out to give place to a battery 
which had been posted in the open space in our rear. 

After the action at White Hall, our brigade being placed in the rear, 
we did not participate in the action near Goldsborough. 


rat 
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In both actions the officers and men of my command behaved admi- 
rably, each seeming to vie with the other as to who should best perform 
his duty. 

Respectfully submitted. 
ld J. G. CHAMBERS, 

Major, Commanding Twenty-third Massachusetts Volunteers. 
Col. T. J. C. AMORY, ! 
Comdg. First Brigade, Department of North Carolina. 


No. 15. 
Report of Col. Charles L. Holbrook, Forty-third Massachusetts Infantry. 


Hpors. FortTy-THIRD REGT. MASSACHUSETTS VOLS., 
Camp Rogers, December 23, 1862. 

Str: At your request I respectfully submit the following statement 
of such matters of importance as occurred in this regiment during the 
campaign from which we have just returned: 

The regiment has taken no active part in any of the engagements, 
but at the battle of White Hall we lost 1 man. 

On the march of the column toward Goldsborough this regiment was 
detached and ordered to Spring Bank Bridge, when four companies 
were detailed as skirmishers and the remaining companies bivouacked 
for the night. Captain Tyler, of Company I, had 1 man killed, and 
Captain Doane, of Company E, had 1 wounded. The regiment marched 
at 12.30 a. m. to join the column on their return from Goldsborough. 

D. A. Jackson, private Company I, reports having been taken pris- 
oner the second day out, and, after being stripped of everything and 
kept for half a day, he was paroled. He then marched beyond Kins- 
ton till he met the hospital wagons returning with the wounded from 
White Hall; he got in and rode back to Kinston. He returned to 
New Berne in one of the gunboats. 

The men are suffering severely from their feet being badly blistered 
and the opinion of the surgeon is that they should have rest for three or 
four days, and, with your approval, I propose to dispense with all drills 
until after Christmas. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. L. HOLBROOK, 
Colonel Forty-third Massachusetts Volunteers. 
Lieut. E. T. PARKINSON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 16. 


Report of Col. Charles R. Codman, Forty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, of 
engagements at Kinston and White Hall, December 14 and 16. 


Hpars. ForTY-FIFTH MASSACHUSETTS MILITIA, 
December 22, 1862. 
LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report that eight companies of 
this regiment (two being on detached service) were engaged in two 
actions during the late expedition into the interior of North Carolina. 
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_ On the 14th instant, the regiment being on the march toward Kin- 
_ Ston, I received orders from Major Hoffman, chief of the staff of the 
- general commanding, to advance into the wood on the south side of the 
- Neuse River to support the troops of Wessells’ brigade, then ‘engaged 

and said to be hard pressed. I was directed to act under General Wes- 

sells’ orders. In compliance with this order the regiment proceeded 

along the road until directed by General Wessells to file to the right, 

when it proceeded to enter a wood, which, as afterward appeared, was 

exposed to a cross-fire from the enemy. Upon entering the wood the 
|—_regiment opened fire upon the enemy, who were found to be in front 
and whose fire for a time was very sharp. The regiment continued to 
advance, occasionally lying down to rest and to avoid the enemy’s fire 
when hottest, and finally, after penetrating the wood, it found that the 
enemy had fled. 

f should add that the Tenth Connecticut Regiment, during one of the 
periods when this regiment was halted, advanced gallantly through the 
wood to its assistance, and both regiments penetrated the wood at nearly 
the same time. 

The conduct of the troops was excellent throughout. The action con- 
tinued for more than an hour, during which time the regiment suffered 
a loss of 1 corporal and 12 men killed, or who have died of their wounds, 
and 1 sergeant, 5 corporals, and 38 privates wounded. 

On the 16th, in the battle near White Hall, this regiment was ordered 
by Colonel Amory, commanding the brigade, to form upon the White 
Hall road, to act as circumstances might require. By further order 
from Colonel Amory the men were directed to lie down. The regiment 
did not move from its place during the action except to take position a 
few feet in the réar of the road, but nevertheless met with some casual- 
ties, sustaining a loss of 1 sergeant and 3 privates killed, and 2 ser- 
geants, 2 corporals, and 12 privates wounded. The conduct of the men 
was in this instance also admirable. 

I beg to add that, from the statements of prisoners and from other 
circumstances, I am satisfied that in the battle of Kinston it was the 
fire of this regiment that first made untenable the position of the enemy 
upon the road on the south side of the Neuse River. 

The present effective state of the eight companies now in camp at New 
Berne is 29 officers and 582 men, and of the companies at Morehead 
City and Fort Macon 4 officers and 181 men; a total of 33 officers and 
763 men. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, 
CHARLES R. CODMAN, 
Colonel, Comdg. Forty-fifth Massachusetts Militia. 


Lieut. Ei. T. PARKINSON, 
A. A. A. G., First Brig., Dept. of North Carolina. 


NoneLG: 
Report of Col. Augustus B. BR. Sprague, Fifty-first Massachusetts Infantry. 
Hpgrs. Firry-FIRST MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEERS, 


Foster Barracks, New Berne, N. C., December 21, 1862. 


In obedience to Department General Orders, No. 77, and Brigade 
General Orders, No. 31, I reported, with my command, 778 rank and 
file, on the Trent road in light marching order at 7 o’clock on. the morn- 


6 R R—VOL XVULI 


82 NORTH CAROLINA AND 8. E, VIRGINIA. ') eae Ra 


ing of Thursday, 11th instant, remaining with the brigade en route till 
the afternoon of Friday, when we were detached, in company with two 
pieces of artillery, under command of Captain Ransom, to guard the 
Beaver Creek Bridge, the main road to Kinston, and the road to 'Tren- 
ton, in rear of the advancing column. 

Receiving orders from Major-General Foster at 1.30 o’clock on Sunday 
morning to join the main force without delay, we marched at sunrise, 
having in charge 21 prisoners (taken by the cavalry on the main road 
to Kinston), which were turned over to the provost-marshal upon our 

arrival at Kinston on Sunday morning. 
‘We advanced with the brigade on Monday morning, arriving at the 
scene of action at White Hall about 11 a. m. on Tuesday morning, and, | 
though not participating in the engagement, were within range of the 
enemy’s guns on the right of the artillery, which was engaged. 

At this point, in obedience to orders of Major-General Foster, Lieu- 
tenant Sanderson, with a detachment, was detailed to examine the river 
below the bridge, to ascertain the practicability of fording it. After a 
careful examination of the river for nearly a mile he reported that it 
was not fordable. ’ 

Tuesday afternoon, passing up with the main column on the left bank 
of the Neuse, we bivouacked at night about 12 miles from Goldsborough. 

On Wednesday we were detailed to guard the baggage train, from 
which duty we were relieved in the afternoon when the baggage train 
and troops were countermarched, after the burning of the railroad 
bridge by the advance, keeping our place on the return on Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday. 

We encamped on Saturday night near Deep Gully and arrived at 
our barracks, on the Trent, at 11 o'clock on Sunday morning, my men 
considerably jaded and foot-sore. 

- The orders in regard to pillaging and foraging were enforced, and the 
men suffered in consequence of an insufiicient supply of meat. 

Taking into consideration the fact that this regiment had been but a 
week in the field and received their arms only two days before they 
received marching orders, I have the honor to report that they behaved 
well during the entire march. 

None were killed, 2 wounded, and none missing. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. B. R. SPRAGUE, 
Colonel Fifty-first Massachusetts Volunteer Regiment. 
Lieut. E. T. Parkinson, A. A. A. G., First Brigade. 
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No. 18. 


Report of Col. Thomas G. Stevenson, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts In- 
Jantry, commanding Second Brigade, of engagements at Kinston, White 
Hall, and Goldsborough Bridge, December 14, 16, and 17. 


Hpgrs. SeconD Bric. First Div., Dep. oF N. C., 
New Berne, N. C., December 21, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to report the following as the result of the 
part taken by the Second Brigade in the late expedition : 

Agreeably to orders from headquarters this brigade joined the column 
the morning of December 11 on the Trent road, being third in position. 
Nothing of importance occurred until the morning of Sunday, Decem- 
ber 14, when within a few miles of Kinston the advance was attacked 
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 sachusetts were ordered into. position on right of road in support of 
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by the enemy in force. The Tenth Connecticut and Forty-fourth Mas- 


battery; the Fifth Rhode Island and Twenty-fourth Massachusetts on 
left of road to support Belger’s battery. The Tenth Connecticut, Fifth 


~ Rhode Island, and Forty-fourth Massachusetts were then ordered for- 


ward to the advance. 

The Tenth Connecticut made a gallant charge, under a very galling © 
fire, on the enemy, who were rapidly retreating over the bridge which — 
had been set on fire. ‘The Tenth Connecticut poured in a very destruc- 
tive fire, capturing a rebel stand of colors and a number of prisoners. 
By the exertions and gallant conduct of this regiment the bridge was 


~ saved, they being the first to cross. As soon as the fire on the bridge 


was put out our forces crossed, the enemy retreating in all directions. 


_ No more resistance being offered, my brigade bivouacked on the out- 


skirts of the town. 

Next morning we recrossed the river, continuing the line of march 
toward Goldsborongh. 

On the morning of December 16 the enemy made another stand at 
White Hall, occupying a strong position on the other side of the river, 
having burned the bridge. The Forty-fourth Massachusetts and Tenth 
Connecticut were ordered into position on the banks of the river, on the 
left of the road leading to the bridge. Belger’s battery was then or- 
dered. to shell the woods, the enemy’s sharpshooters being so com- 
pletely concealed that the fire of our infantry had but little effect. The 
line of march was then taken up toward Goldsborough, the Fifth Rhode 
Island and a few sharpshooters of the Twenty-fourth Massachusetts 
being left behind to engage the rebel sharpshooters till the rear of the 
column had passed. 

At noon on the 17th arrived at railroad bridge over the Neuse River. 
Captain Belger’s battery was ordered to the front, and did signal serv- 
ice in repelling the charges of the enemy. -I formed my brigade in line 
of battle on the hill on the‘left of the road. The enemy having been 
defeated, [ was ordered to take up the line of march toward New Berne; 


- had got but a few miles when I received orders to countermarch and 


support a piece of artillery posted on the Everettsville road, where I _ 
remained about an hour. I[ then received orders to march on once more 
toward New Berne, arriving here last evening (December 20). 

I cannot close this report without referring, as I do with gratitude, 
to the manner in which Col. F. L. Lee, commanding the: Forty-fourth 
Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer. Militia; Lieut. Col. R. Leggett, 
commanding the Tenth Connecticut Volunteers; Maj. R. H. Steven- 
son, commanding the Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers; Captain 
Arnold, commanding the Fifth Rhode Island Volunteers, and Captain 
Belger, commanding the Rhode Island battery (which was attached to 
my brigade for the occasion), have seconded all my efforts through- 
out the whole expedition. Their prompt and efficient action has facili- 
tated every movement which has been undertaken. 

The valuable’ services of the Tenth Connecticut Volunteers at Kin- 
ston, as of Captain Belger’s battery at White Hall and at Everettsville, 
were not rendered, I regret to say, without heavy loss, as indicated by 
the list of killed and wounded, which I transmit.* 

THOS. G. STEVENSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade, First Division. 


Maj. SourHarD Horrman, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Embodied in revised statement, p. 60, 


a 


84 NORTH CAROLINA AND 8. KE, VIRGINIA. [Cuar. XXX. 


No. 19. } 
Report of Lieut. Col. Robert Leggett, Tenth Connecticut Infantry, of en- 


. gagement at Kinston, December 14. 


I have the honor to report the part taken by this regiment in the 
action of December 14 and the losses sustained by it. According to an 
order received from General Foster [ advanced my regiment over three 
regiments already formed in line in the woods. On reaching the second 
line the regiment came under a severe fire from the enemy, but went 
steadily forward to the first line, which was engaged with the enemy 
and somewhat in disorder. The regiment formed in line with the ad- 
vance and opened fire upon the enemy. After being under fire about 
thirty minutes the fire of the regiment was directed to the bridge, across 
which the enemy were retreating and which they were endeavoring to 
burn. In some five minutes the enemy broke and my regiment moved 
at a double-quick down the road. A portion of the enemy formed in 
line of battle in a corn field on the opposite side of the bridge and 
opened fire on us as we came on. Immediately on taking the bridge, 
where we captured about 50 of the enemy, we extinguished the flames. 
As soon as the enemy found we had taken the bridge they broke up 
their line in disorder and opened on us from the ditches on each side of 
the road, ‘The regiment remained at the bridge about thirty minutes, 
keeping up acontinual fire upon the enemy, when we crossed the bridge, 
taking a number of prisoners behind the intrenchments and, pushing 
forward, formed in line of battle opposite the city and awaited orders. 
While in the woods the regiment sustained a loss of 90 killed and 
wounded, including a captain and lieutenant killed and 2 lieuten- 
ants wounded. At the bridge 1 lieutenant was killed, 1 severely 
wounded, and 6 or 8 rank and file wounded. In the action at White 
Hall we formed line of battle and advanced to the river on the left of 
the bridge, opening fire according to orderreceived. The enemy made 


no response, and one company was detailed to go down the bank of 


the river in search of a ford, Finding none, volunteers were called for 
to swim the river and cut down two tall trees on that side, while two 
were being felled on this side, and at the same time a company was 
sent to find lumber to build a bridge. The regiment was at work form- 
ing a bridge when it received orders to fall back. No loss was suffered 
by the regiment at this place. 
‘ R. LEGGETT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Tenth Regiment Connecticut Vols. 


No. 20. 


Report of Col. Horace C. Lee, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry, 
commanding Third Brigade. 


Hpers. THrmp BricgaApE, Dept. oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., December 21, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to report the movements of the Third Brigade, 
consisting of the Third, Fifth, Twenty-fifth, Twenty-seventh, and Forty- 
sixth Regiments, under my command, on the late expedition to Golds- 
borough : 

We were in line, as ordered, on Thursday, December 11, at 7 o’clock, 
our position being with the baggage train in the rear. It was nearly 


—————- 
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10 before we were in column. The nature of the roads for a few miles out 


_ from New Berne was such that our progress was quite slow. We ar- 


rived, however, at the camp assigned us, on the Trent road, at about 


3 p.m. 

Friday (12th) we marched through the day, the roads through the 
Swamps gradually growing worse, the train being constantly delayed, 
until 10 p.m. I had before leaving camp in the morning ordered Colonel 
Richmond, of the Third Regiment, to detail five companies from his 
regiment to march beside the wagons and assist the teamsters. Just 


~~ betore dark I ordered the remaining five to fall back and assist in the 


Same manner, as the roads in many places were almost impassable. 

Saturday (13th) were in column and moving by 8 o’clock, having, by 
order from General Foster, detailed the Third Regiment, with a corps 
of pioneers, to march as the day before and assist the train. Arriving 
about 10 o’clock at a cross-road, up which the main body had passed, 
the Forty-sixth regiment, with a section of Lee’s battery, was left so 
posted as to command the approach from the main road to Kinston. 
We arrived soon after noon at a field near a creek within a few miles 
of Kinston, where the advance had met and driven back a body of the 
enemy. We encamped here for the night, and dealt out to the men two 
days’ rations and 20 rounds extra of ammunition. 

Sunday (14th) leaving the Fifth Regiment to guard the baggage 
train, we moved up the Kinston road, the Forty-sixth falling into their 
position in iine as we came, they having been, by order of General Fos- 
ter, moved up from the post where they had been left and occupied one 
near us through the night. We soon heard firing from the front and 
learned that the advance had met the enemy near Kinston. When we 
arrived we found General Wessells’ and Colonel Amory’s brigades en- 
gaged and Colonel Stevenson’s drawn up in two lines, supporting Bel- 


- ger’s battery and one of the Third New York Artillery. We were soon 


ordered to relieve Colonel Stevenson’s command, which moved forward, 
we occupying their position. While here the enemy retreated and we 
went forward into Kinston, encamping for the night. 

Monday (15th) we were the third in column, General Wessells having 
charge:of the train, following the First and Second Brigades. We re- 
crossed the river, marched through the day, and encamped about 8 
o'clock. 

Tuesday (16th) we were not fairly out of camp when firing was heard 
in advance of us. We moved on as rapidly as possible and found the 
First Brigade engaged with the enemy at White Hall. The Second 
Brigade was soon ordered to the front, and we, under orders from Gen- 
eral Foster, moved immediately on toward Goldsborough, having, as we 
passed, 3 men wounded, leaving a small detachment of the Twenty- 
fifth and Forty-sixth Regiments as sharpshooters. We encamped at 
sundown about 8 miles below Goldsborough. 

Wednesday (17th) we were early in line. Colonel Heckman, with 
the Seventeenth Massachusetts and Ninth New Jersey acting as skir- 
mishers, we moved forward and came within sight of the Wilmington 
Railroad. 

About 11 o’clock a small body of the enemy could be seen upon a 
hill-side near by. Riggs’ battery was put in position and a few shells 
thrown among them, when they disappeared. We immediately ad- 
vanced. The Twenty-fifth and T'wenty-seventh Regiments were moved 
forward in line on the left, the battery supported by the Third and 
Forty-sixth upon the right, the Fifth, which had now come up with us, 
remaining in column. Hmerging from the wood I found Colonel Heck- 
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man advancing up the railroad, and sent forward to support him the 
Twenty-fifth and Twenty-seventh Regiments, and subsequently the 
Third. The Fifth I formed on the left in the wood, commanding a 
road running down from a mill on the other side of the railroad. Dis- 
covering the appearance of troops near there, I sent forward a com- 
pany of skirmishers from the Fifth Regiment, who reported that cav- 
alry and infantry were in sight within the wood but retired as they 
advanced. The bridge across the Neuse was soon seen to be on fire, 
and orders came to destroy as much of the road as possible. This being 
accomplished and the firing having ceased we received orders to form 
column and follow the main column en route to New Berne. Four regi- 
ments had already formed and passed, most of them across the creek, 
in their usual and regular order of march, leaving the Fifth to support 
the battery. ) 

At this time a detachment of the Third New York Cavalry coming 
up moved down toward the burning bridge, a few approaching its im- 
mediate vicinity. The latter were fired upon apparently by a regiment 
of the enemy from the edge of the wood near the bridge. The cavalry 
then moved quickly to the brow of the hill, followed by Captain Mor- 
rison’s battery, which had been stationed midway between the crest of 
the hill and the bridge. Two or three regiments (three colors were 
seen) then emerged from the wood and quickly formed a line of battle 
just behind the railroad track. Ca ptain Morrison’s battery then opened 
a rapid fire upon them with shell, grape, and canister. A portion of 
the enemy instantly, with loud cheers, charged up the hill toward the 
battery, and bore up steadily in the face of a well-directed and most 
destructive fire. 

I immediately ordered the Fifth Massachusetts Regiment to support 
Morrison’s battery, and recalled the regiments that had retired across 
the creek, and ordered up Belger’s battery, which had been assigned 
to me on account of its having more ammunition left than Riggs’. 
Warned by the rapid fire of the battery and by the cheers of the enemy 
they came up rapidly, whereupon I posted the Twenty-seventh Massa- 
chusetts Regiment on the left to prevent a flank attack in that direction, 
and placed the Twenty-fifth Massachusetts in support, believing the 
main attack of the enemy was in this direction, where he was supported 
by artillery. On the right I disposed the Third Massachusetts Regi- 


ment to resist a flank movement in that direction, and the Forty-sixth 


Massachusetts was held in reserve so as to be readily available to sup- 
port the weakest portion of the line. 

The enemy meanwhile had been staggered by the crushing fire of the 
batteries, and at sight of my supporting regiments broke and fled in 
disorder to the wood, His retreat was covered by a heavy fire from the 
battery on his right, which inflicted on my command a loss of 3 killed 
and 19 wounded. 

Hereupon I ordered the Twenty-seventh Regiment to file into the 
wood and to approach the enemy’s left and open fire, which they did ac- 
cordingly. At this time a section of Riggs’ battery opened fire from the 
eminence near the building used as a hospital, and I received orders from 
General Foster to retire under cover of this fire unless closely pressed 
by the enemy. ‘The advance of the Twenty-seventh was checked by the 
fire from Riggs’ battery, but the regiment reached a point at which it 
could put in a few effective volleys. Simultaneously Captain Belger’s 
Rhode Island battery took position near my center and replied to the 


enem y’s battery with good effect, and algo shelled the wood that covered 
his infantry. 
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__ The last effort of the enemy was made on my right. He extended his 

lines along the wood and threatened my flank, when I ordered the Third 

Massachusetts to open fire. They did so, but soon discontinued as the 

enemy retired. 

_ The battery on my left being silenced and the enemy making no 
further demonstration, and having received information that the creek 
in our rear was rapidly rising, I ordered my command to withdraw. In 
crossing the creek the water was up to the waists of the men. ~ 

Before retiring the field was carefully searched and the bodies of our 

“dead were brought off. Our position was such, being just at the crest 
of the hill, that our loss was quite small. 

My column slowly and in proper order now rejoined the main body. 

- We arrived at New Berne on Sunday. 

__It is perhaps unnecessary for me to say that the old regiments 
(Twenty-fifth and Twenty-seventh) sustained their previous well-earned 
reputation, officers and men doing their utmost not only to hold but to 

_ add to their laurels acquired in the old First Brigade. The new regi- 
ments did nobly, marching up steadily and firmly and maintaining their 

‘line and position without flinching even in the most exposed situations. 

I received great assistance from my acting assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral, Bartlett, and my aides, Lieutenant Myrick, of the Fifth Regiment, 
| and Lieutenant Marsh, of the Forty-sixth. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. C. LEE, 
Col. Twenty-seventh Mass. Regt., Comdg. Third Brig. 

Maj. SouUTHARD HOFFMAN, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 21. 
Report of Maj. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 


HpqQres. TWENTY-FIFTH REGT. MASSACHUSETTS VOLS., 
Camp Oliver, New Berne, N. C., December 29, 1862. 


S1ir: I have the honor to forward you the following report of the part 
taken by the Twenty-fifth Regiment in the late expedition to Kinston 
and Goldsborough : 

Arriving from Plymouth late on the afternoon of the 10th with six 
companies of my regiment, I found orders awaiting me to be ready to 
march at 7 o’clock on the morning of the 11th and assigning my regi- 
ment to the Third Brigade, under command of Colonel Lee. I left New 
Berne on the morning of the 11th with six companies of the regiment. 
Captain Moulton joined me at the Harrison place (our outpost on the 
Trent road) with the other four companies, making an effective force, 
exclusive of field, staft, and line officers, of 672 men. Nothing occurred 
in which the regiment or any of it took part worthy of note till Sunday, 
the 14th instant, when our forces arrived in front of and commenced 
the battle of Kinston. Receiving orders to support Battery H, Third 
New York Artillery, I formed my regiment in line of battle and took 
position upon the left of the battery. Receiving orders shortly after- 
ward to support Belger’s Rhode Island battery [ moved forward and 
took position upon the left. In this latter position [remained until the 
battle was decided. I then moved forward, crossed the bridge, and 
bivouacked my regiment that night in Kinston. 
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On Monday, the 15th, the march was resumed. 


On the 16th our forces were engaged at White Hall. My regiment, | 


though within range of the enemy’s guns, was not engaged, but march- 
ing by the flank through the fields in the rear of our batteries we took 
up the line of march. for Goldsborough. At this time I was called upon 
to furnish sharpshooters for duty on the banks of the river in clearing 
the woods on the other side of the enemy’s riflemen. About 100 of my 
men volunteered for this dangerous duty. After being posted they 
rendered effective service. One man was here shot through the head 
and severely wounded. 

On the 17th the line of march was resumed, the Third Brigade hav- 
ing the advance. Late in the morning skirmishing with the enemy’s 
pickets commenced, which continued until we came upon their main 
force posted this side of the railroad bridge crossing the Neuse River. 
I was ordered forward to be in readiness to support the Seventeenth 
Massachusetts and the Ninth New Jersey, who were sharply engaged 
with the enemy. I moved forward in line of battle, taking position on 
the right of the railroad in the rear of the Twenty-seventh Massachu- 
setts and quite near our batteries. I remained in this position till the 
bridge was burnt and the railroad torn up, when my regiment was with- 
drawn from the field. In a short timne the enemy again made his ap- 
pearance, advancing in two lines of battle with evident design of charg- 
ing upon and taking one of our batteries. Receiving orders to again 
move into the field I advanced by the flank at double-quick and was 
assigned position in the rear of the Tventy-seventh Massachusetts and 
on the left and supporting Belger’s battery. I ordered my men to lie 
down, and though exposed to a severe fire from the enemy which we had 
no chance to return yet the men behaved with perfect coolness. While 
in this position we sustained a loss of 1 killed and 3°-wounded. Night 
brought an end to the contest, and we were withdrawn, and took up the 
line of march for New Berne, which we reached on Sunday, the 21st, 
and went into camp on our old ground. 

L cannot end without mentioning in terms of the highest praise the 
conduct of both officers and men during the whole expedition. On the 
march, in the bivouac, under fire, in everything that they were called 
upon to perform they showed all the qualities of the true seldier, and 
their conduct merits and receives my heartiest commendations. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
JOSIAH PICKETT, 
j Major, Commanding. 

Lieut. Grorar W. BARTLETT, g 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Brigade. 


No. 22. 


Report of Lieut. Col. William S. Shurtleff, Forty-siath Massachusetts Tn- 
Santry. 


THpgrs. Forry-sixti MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEERS, 
New Berne, N. C., December —, 1862. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that in pursuance of your Orders, No. 
18, dated Deeember 10, 1862, the Forty-sixth Regiment of Massachusetts 
Volunteer Militia left its camping ground and entered upon its place in 
line of march at 7 o’clock on the morning of Thursday, December 11, 1862, 
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_ and, in company with the other regiments and being third in line of your 
brigade, were en route toward Kinston at about 9 o’clock a. m., continu- 
_ing the march until about 10 o’clock p. m., when it went into camp about 

| 13 miles from New Berne, on the Trent road. It recommenced its march 

| in the same order at 9 o’clock on the morning of December 12, and noth- 

_ ing of note having transpired again encamped with the other regiments 
of yours and the preceding brigades about 28 miles from New Berne. 

Our march was again resumed on the morning of Saturday, the 13th, 

}) at about 9 a. m., and continued for about an hour, when our regiment 
| was detached from your brigade and left, with two pieces of Riggs’ 
battery, Captain Lee, to guard and hold certain cross-roads and the 

approaches from the rear and front of the center road of the three roads 

_ leading to Kinston. 

The artillery having been placed with excellent judgment and skill 
by Captain Lee in position to completely command the approach in front 
from Kinston, the Forty-sixth was drawn up in line of battle behind 
and in support. Pickets were thrown forward on the Kinston road and 
one company (1*), under Captain Conwell, was detached and posted at 
two angles of a triangle, some 200 yards in our rear, formed by a cross 
by-road connecting the road on which our main body was posted and 
the road taken by the main body of the army, so that no approach upon 
either road could be made by the enemy without our receiving timely 
warning. We held this position until sundown, when I received orders 
from Major Hoffman to advance my command 4 miles nearer to Kinston 
up the road on which we were then posted, and to hold and oceupy cer- 
tain cross-roads indicated until furtber orders. This order we executed, 
making the march after nightfall. I detached Company D (Captain 

Grimes), to march some 50 yards in advance, and then threw forward 10 

men, under Lieutenant Knapp, as an advance guard against surprise. 

Having arrived at the position indicated, the artillery was placed in 

position by Captain Lee, the infantry drawn up in line in support in the 

edge of the woods skirting the cross-road; the several roads thoroughly 
picketed; the main road in front and a cross-road leading to the right 
by Captain Grimes’ company, divided so as to make three posts, in 
charge, respectively, of Captain Grimes, Lieutenant Knapp, and Lieu- 
tenant Bronson; the road in our rear picketed with two posts from 
Captain Kingsbury’s company (B), and the road leading to the left 
and toward the position of the advance of the army, and the road in 
our immediate right and left front by detachments from Captain Lin- 
coln’s company (G). Our baggage train I brought forward and placed 
on our left, on the cross-road leading to the rear of the advance, and 
of course between our left and our pickets. The men were then ordered 
to lie upon their arms, and of course no camp fires were allowed. This 
position we occupied undisturbed until morning, our pickets bringing in 
one prisoner, whom I delivered to the care of the rear guard; and then, 
in pursuance of an order from Major Hoffman, received about midnight, 
we proceeded at 7 a. m. of the next day to rejoin the main body, arriv- 
ing just in time to take our proper place in line, where we continued 
until, the advance becoming engaged near Kinston, we were sent by 
your orders forward to support a battery, not then, however, engaged. 

‘After the engagement at Kinston was over we under your orders re- 

sumed our former position in line, and entering Kinston encamped there 

with the rest of your brigade. : . 

Resuming our march on the following morning (Monday) we preserved 
our place in line until, the advance being engaged at White Hall with 
the artillery, under your orders we passed forward following the Twenty- 
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fifth Massachusetts and formed in line on its left, but were immediately 
after by you ordered into line of march again. ; 

At this time some 50 men were detached, under orders purporting and 
believed to come from Major-General Foster, to remain at White Hall 
as sharpshooters. We then proceeded in our proper place and en- 
camped about 6 p.m. Our detachment of sharpshooters all reported 
to the regiment before morning, with the exception of one, Chapin, of - 
Company I, who was wounded by a rifle-ball from the enemy’s sharp- 
shooters in the arm, not dangerously. Our mareh was resumed in place 
on the following morning about half past 7 o’clock, and, upon arriving 
near the line of the Wilmington Railroad, your brigade engaging the 
enemy, we were ordered up and formed line in support of Belger’s bat- 
tery, in a position taken at first but at once changed before it engaged 
the enemy, we following it and supporting it in its new position on the 
brow of a hill commanding the railroad and woods around the railroad 
bridge. This position we occupied until, the bridge having been burned 
and the track torn up, the battery retired and we were ordered to fol- 
low it en route for New Berne. 

Pending, however, forming the line for the march, the enemy reap- 
pearing to the right and front of our late position and threatening the 
battery left to cover our retiring force as well as our flank, we were 
ordered back and at once formed in rear of the Third Massachusetts. 
In this position we remained, the men lying down, being subjected to 
a somewhat annoying fire of the enemy’s battery on our left, but with- 
out having any opportunity to engage any portion of his force, until 
under your orders (the enemy’s batteries having been either silenced 
or withdrawn and his infantry retired) we resumed our place in line en 
route again for New Berne, having at the outset to ford a mill-stream 
rendered swift and deep by the raising of the flood-gates by the enemy, 
as we supposed. In this action, and while occupying our position after 1 
the renewal of the engagement, I regret to state that we had 1 man 
(one Wall, of Holyoke, Mass., a member of Company B) mortally wounded 
and 3 others wounded by the shell of the enemy, the details of which 
I give in paper marked A, appended hereto.* Continuing our march, we 
encamped with the rest of your brigade about 10 o’clock p. m. at our 
camping ground of the previous night, and, resuming our march on the 
following morning at 8 o’clock, reached camp at about 11 o’clock p. m. 
after a march toilsome and harassing to the men to the last degree. 

Resuming our march at 8 o’clock a. m. on the following day, after a 
comparatively easy march of some 12 miles we encamped about 6 miles 
below Kinston, passing down the river road. Resuming our march in our 1 
place in line on the day following, at 8 o’clock a. m., we again encamped 
at 6 o’clock some 13 miles from New Berne, on the Trent road, and from 
this place our ambulances without halting were sent forward under 
charge of Maj. James H. Waterman, surgeon of our regiment, then in 
charge of the ambulance train, to New Berne, our wagons following at 
early morning in advance of the brigade. Resuming our march at 7 
o’clock a. m. we arrived at New Berne and our camping ground about 
2 o'clock p. m., the men very foot-sore and weary, otherwise in good con- 
dition and spirits. I am happy to be able to state that from my care- 
ful observation of the men under my command, both under the trials of 
toilsome marches and the excitement of anticipated engagement with 
the enemy, I believe you have in them a body upon whom you may 
with confidence rely should occasion require you to use them in any 
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of the ways that the exigencies of the service may require. I am 
happy also to bear witness to the energetic and conscientiously careful 
discharge of duty on the part of Captain Lee, with whom I was asso- 
ciated, as I have stated, and to whom I am greatly indebted for valua- 
ble assistance and counsel on our solitary night march and bivouac, 
and who, I am glad to learn, on subsequent detached duty added to his 
reputation and performed valuable service. 
_ I should deprive myself also of a pleasure if I omitted to call to your 
| notice the fact that the adjutant of our regiment, James G. Smith, com- 
_mencing the expedition suffering from a painful accidental shot wound 
in the leg, still insisted upon accompanying the regiment, and though 
having double duty to perform, in the absence of one of the field officers, 
still manfully endured all the toils of the march and the field and ren- 
| dered me invaluable service in the management and control of the regi- 
' ment. I should also state that Colonel Bowler accompanied the expe- 
dition until after the affair at Kinston, but was unable by reason of 
 indisposition to assume command, and felt constrained by increasing 
_ illness to return to New Berne on the morning of the third of the ex- 
' pedition. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM 8S. SHURTLEFF, 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Forty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteers. | 


Col. HoRACE C. LEE, ) 
Commanding Third Brigade, First Division. 


a 
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Report of Col. Charles A. Heckman, Ninth New Jersey Infantry, First 
Brigade, Second Division. 


Hpers. NINTH REGIMENT NEW JERSEY VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp Keno, December 21, 1862. 


/ 

Sir: I have the honor to report that in accordance with your order 
Ion the morning of the 11th with my regiment took my position on 
the right of the column, which position it retained during the whole 
march. 

On the second day, December 12, we came up with the advance guard 
of the enemy. I immediately deployed two companies as skirmishers, 
and drove the enemy back without loss on our side. 

On the morning of December 13, at 11 a.m., we came up with the 
enemy, who had two guns in position on the west bank of Southwest 
Creek, supported by infantry. I here found Captain Cole, Third New 
York Cavalry, with his men dismounted, warmly engaged with the 
enemy. Lieutenant-Colonel Mix had placed Lieutenant Day’s section 
of Morrison’s battery in a good position and was sending shell into them 
rapidly. I immediately ordered Companies C, H, and G to cross the 
stream on the right, while with the remainder of the regiment I crossed 
at a mill-dam about a mile above on the left. On arriving at their 
works from their rear I found it deserted and the guns withdrawn. My 

‘whole command having joined me I stationed one company at the bridge 
and with the balance, having sent you word of my intention, proceeded 
up. the road, and when about a mile from the ereek was saluted, by a 
round of canister from a 6-pounder and musketry. I charged on the 
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double-quick and Yankee yell and secured one 6-pounder and caisson, 
killed 3, wounded several, and took 8 of the enemy prisoners. Skir- 
mishing continued through the whole day, my loss being 1 wounded 
and 1 taken prisoner. 

About 3 p.m. Captain Cole, Third New York Cavalry, reported to 

me, by order of General Wessells, to reconnoiter forward. We had pro- 
ceeded about three-fourths of a mile when our advance guard was fired _ 
upon by volleys of musketry from both sides of the road, wounding 1 
cavalryman. I ordered the cavalry to the rear and deployed as skir- 
mishers three companies on cach side of the road. The men advanced 
steadily and firmly under a heavy but wild firing of two regiments of 
infantry and two 6-pounders. Morrison’s battery came to my assist- 
ance and drove the enemy into their stronghold. We bivouacked for 
the night. 

On Sunday, December 14, the enemy was found posted about 1 mile 
this side of the village of Kinston in strong force. Four companies (C, 
D, B, and I) were sent forward as skirmishers. They were opened on 
by artillery and infantry, but stood their ground admirably, and doing 
ereat injury to the enemy by their well-directed fire. Again Morrison 
came forward with a section of his battery and opened briskly, a regi- 
ment having arrived to support the battery. With the remaining six 
companies I moved to the right to prevent being flanked from that 
direction. We came up with a regiment of them on our right front, 
engaged them, and in a few minutes forced them to retreat precipitately. 

I next discovered a regiment on my right flank, Captain 5 
with a section of his battery (New York artillery), opened upon them 
with splendid effect, and prevented them from forming a junction with 
their main column. Being re-enforced by four regiments of Wessells’ 
brigade (Highty-fifth and Ninety-sixth New York, One hundred and first 
Pennsylvania, and the Seventeenth Massachusetts) I formed the Highty- 
fifth, Lieutenant-Colonel Wellman, and the Ninety-sixth, Colonel Gray, 
in line of battle to the right, the Ninth New Jersey and Seventeenth 
Massachusetts facing to our original fronts. The Highty-fifth and 
Ninety-sixth advanced rapidly about 400 yards, discovered the enemy 
behind a fence in the edge of the wood, and poured a volley into them, at 
which they fled in confusion, exposed to our fire. I then ordered the . 
Ninety-sixth, supported by the Highty-fifth, to advance, under cover of 
the wood, upon the bridge, and the Ninth New Jersey, supported by 
the Seventeenth Massachusetts, to advance in a direct line across the 
open ground to the same point. The One hundred and first remained 
to support the battery. 

On arriving near the bridge, shell, canister, and musketry were opened 
upon us from the opposite bank of the river. Firing continued from 
both sides about twenty minutes. 

[ regret, sir, the necessity. to report that at this point we lost the 
gallant Colonel Gray. 

After the enemy’s guns had been silenced and their forces dispersed 
the Ninth New Jersey, aided by the Seventeenth Massachusetts and 
Highty-tifth New York, extinguished the flames of the burning bridge 
ae crossed in the following order: Ninth, Seventeenth, and Highty- 
ifth. - 

My regiment secured three 6-pounder brass guns, one stand of colors, 
and a number of prisoners and small-arms. 

Loss, 2 killed, 82 wounded, and 1 missing. 

I take pleasure in adding that the lamented Colonel Gray, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fellows, Lieutenant-Colonel Wellman, and Major Zabriskie, 
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with their commands, without exception, displayed marked bravery 
and coolness, and proved effectually their efficiency and gallantry. 
_ As soon as the bridge was sufficiently repaired to permit the crossing 
of the artillery I received the order forward. We marched through 
the town, the Ninth having the advance and the Seventeenth Massa- 
_chusetts following. We marched along the bank of the river, crossed 
the railroad, and bivouacked for the night about 2 miles from Kinston, 
on the Goldsborough road. ’ ‘ 
At 6a. m., the 15th instant, received orders to return to the bridge.., 
On arriving at the bridge we crossed and continued our march in the 
direction of White Hall. Nothing of interest occurred throughout the 
‘day, and at night bivouacked 3 miles from White Hall. 
At 7 a. m., 16th instant, we were again in motion, the Ninth New 
Jersey in advance. Upon our arrival at White Hall my advance guard 
drew the fire of the enemy, who were strongly intrenched and fortified 
on the opposite side of the river, having previously burned the bridge 
' to prevent our crossing. I immediately ordered the fences thrown 
down on each side of the road for the artillery to take their position. 
In the mean time I had ordered four companies to deploy as skirmish- 
ers, which they did, the entire length of our front, and the engage- 
ment soon became general. ‘The remaining six companies of the Ninth 
were immediately ordered forward to support the skirmishers and, when 
an opportunity offered, to engage the enemy. The Ninth warmly en- 
gaged the enemy until their ammunition (60 rounds) was expended. 
The regiment was then ordered to retire and send for ammunition. The 
Seventeenth Massachusetts relieved us on the left and the Twenty-third 
Massachusetts on the right. While waiting for ammunition the column 
was ordered forward. We received orders to wait for our supply and 
bring up the rear. es 

Our loss was 3 killed, 42 wounded, and 3 missing. 

I then received orders to take the Seventeenth Massachusetts and 
proceed in advance toward Goldsborough Bridge. Bivouacked the 
night of the 16th about 5 miles from the bridge. ; 

Morning of the 17th column again moving, Seventeenth Massachu- 

_ setts in advance, Ninth New Jersey following. About 2 miles from the 
bridge commenced driving in the enemy’s pickets. On coming in sight 
of the bridge saw a regiment of the enemy passing along the railroad. a! 
immediately ordered the Seventeenth Massachusetts to send out skir- 
mishers and advance on the left of the road and the Ninth New Jersey 
to deploy and advance on the right as far as the railroad, Found the 
enemy here in force on both sides of the river. The Seventeenth, on 
reaching the railroad, by my order left one company where the country 
road crosses the railroad and then marched down the railroad in the di- 
rection of the bridge. The com pany left in position on the country road 
were charged upon by a squadron of cavalry whom they repulsed, and 
captured 2 prisoners, without loss on our side, The Ninth advanced 
on the right of the Seventeenth to within 30 feet of the river and 
bridge. As soon as the artillery arrived on the ground I withdrew the 
Ninth New Jersey and Seventeenth Massachusetts to give the artillery 
position. Torches were sent us and orders to burn the bridge. I rode 
up to the Ninth New Jersey and called for volunteers to burn the bridge. 
Numbers volunteered instantly, but as I wanted but three, Lieutenant 
Graham, acting aide to me, and two privates, one of Company Ki, William 
Lemons, and ———,, took the port-fires and started on their dangerous 
mission. The enemy were thickly posted on both sides of the river and 
all about the bridge, but the volunteers were successful, and we soon 
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had the gratification of seeing flames and smoke ascending in columns, 
and the bridge was effectually destroyed. Our loss was 12 wounded. 

The object of the expedition having been accomplished I received 
orders to countermarch and return. Had proceeded about 1 mile when 
firing was heard in our rear, and word came forward that our rear had 
been attacked. I immediately ordered the Ninth New Jersey into line 
of battle on the left of the road and the Seventeenth Massachusetts ou — 
the right. Soon after forming there I received orders to return to the 
scene of action, which I did, and posted my regiments on the right and 
left of the country road and left of Belger’s battery, which was warmly 
engaged with the enemy. Remained in that position about thirty min- 
utes, when we were relieved by a regiment of Wessells’ brigade, and 
we started on our return and arrived at New Berne Saturday evening, 
20th instant, having marched the last day 30 miles. 

Officers and men displayed great coolness and bravery. The color- 
sergeant and color-guard behaved nobly. . 

IT deem it my duty, however, to mention particularly Lieut. George 
Graham, of Rocket Battery, W. W. McChesney (citizen), volunteer 
aides, for valuable services rendered throughout the expedition. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

Cc. A. HECKMAN, 
' Colonel. 
General J. G. FOSTER, 
Commanding Department of North Carolina. 


No. 24. 
Report of Maj. Abram Zabriskie, Ninth New Jersey Infantry. 


Hpers. NiIntH REGIMENT NEW JERSEY VOLS., 
: December 21, 1862. 

Sim ae respectfully forward to you the report of the part taken by 
the regiment under my command in the expedition, under Major-Gen- 
eral Foster, against Goldsborough : 

We started from New Berne on the morning of December 11, this 
regiment holding the advance of the column, which position it retained 
during the whole march. | : 
a ayeond 8), December 12, we came up with the advance guard 

at nee y a order two companies were sent forward as skir- 
mishers, and continued steadily to drive the enemy back wi 

5 ack : 
loss on our side. ; ETOH 

On the morning ot December 15, at 11 a. m., we came up with the 
enemy in a strong position on the west bank of Southwest Creek 
Two of the companies were ordered to cross the stream on the right, 
while the remainder of the regiment crossed at a mill-dam about a mile 
above on the left. When we arrived at the breastwork thrown up by 
He enemy I found it deserted both by their artillery and infantry 

owever, discovering the enemy half a mile farther up the road the 
regiment charged on them at a run, and succeeded in capturing a gun 
and caisson, 6-pounder, besides wounding 3 of the enemy and taking 6 
or q a Skirmishing with the enemy continued through the 
whole day, our loss being 1 man wounded and 1 taken prisoner. 
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' On Sunday, December 14, the enemy were found posted about1 mile 
|) this side of the village of Kinston in strong force. Four companies (C, 
| D, 8, and 1) were sent forward as skirmishers. They were soon opened 
| on by artillery and infantry, but stood their ground admirably, holding 
_ the position they had taken and doing great injury to the enemy by 
_ their well-directed fire. The remaining six companies were sent on the 
right to flank the enemy’s position. We came up with a regiment of 
them stationed in the wood on the right, and after a half hour’s fight 
succeeded in forcing them to retreat precipitately. Then advancing 
by your order across the field to the road I opened fire with the head 
_ ot column upon the enemy, who were retreating across the bridge, and 
succeeded in preventing their escape. After crossing the bridge we 
| took three guns, one stand of colors, and numerous prisoners. 

Our loss in this battle amounted to 2 killed, 32 wounded, and 1 miss- 
ing. 

Resuming our march, on the 16th we came up with the enemy on 
| the other side of the Neuse River, at White Hall, posted behind breast- 
| works and buildings. The whole regiment was deployed along the banks 
| of the river, kept up a brisk fire for about two hours, and were at last 
_relieved, our ammunition being expended and our loss being very 

heavy—s killed, 42 wounded, and 3 missing. 

We again came up with the enemy December 17, posted on the north 
side of the Neuse, at the railroad bridge near Goldsborough. The right 
wing of the regiment was deployed along the bank of the river on the 
right of the railroad, while the left companies were held in reserve. 
The whole regiment was at last drawn off, after the firing of the bridge, 
to make way for the artillery. December 17 we commenced our return 
march, and arrived in New Berne on Saturday, December 20. 

There were so many instances of individual courage shown in the 
different battles that it is difficult to mention particular names. How- 
ever, I cannot forbear mentioning with praise Captain Stewart, Lieu- 
tenant Brown, Captain McChesney, and Lieutenant Townley, not only 
for personal bravery but for their ability as commanders of their re- 
spective companies; and also the names of Privates William Lemons, 
Company I, and , who, with Lieutenant Graham, set fire to 
the railroad bridge near Goldsborough. 

I inclose a list of the killed, wounded, and missing.* 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ABRAM ZABRISKIN, 
Major, Commanding. 


j 


Col. ©. A. HECKMAN. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Henry W. Wessells, U. S. Army, commanding Third 
Brigade, Peck’s Division, of operations December 5-21. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE, PECK’S DIVISION, 
New Berne, N. C., December 22, 1862. 
Magor: I have the honor to report that pursuant to in structions from 
Major-General Peck I left Camp Suffolk, Va., on the 5th instant with my 
brigade, composed of the Highty-fifth, N inety-second, Ninety-sixth New 
York, and Eighty-fifth, One hundred and first, and One hundred and 
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third Pennsylvania Volunteers, under orders to proceed to New eee 
on the Chowan, near Gatesville, there to report to the commanding offi- 
cer of the Department of North Carolina. ; { 

My command arrived at the point desi gnated on the 6th instant, where 
it was met by Major-General Foster with transports for the brigade. 
The troops embarked on the following day, arriving at this station on 
the 9th. An expedition having been planned and organized to move in 
the direction of Goldsborough, the column was put in motion on the 
morning of the 11th, the advance taken by Heckman’s N inth New Jer- 
sey Volunteers, followed by my own brigade, to which was attached 
Morrison’s battery Third New York Artillery. ' 

No serious obstacles were interposed by the enemy until arriving 
at Southwest Branch, 6 miles from the town of Kinston, where it was 
found the main road crossing the creek was well watched and strongly 
guarded both by artillery and infantry. A skillful feint having been 
inade toward this point, the main body moved by an upper road, cross- 
ine the creek about half a mile below on a mill-dam. The bridge was _ 
found to be partially destroyed and the enemy covering it with two guns 
and a force of infantry. 

This position was at once reconnoitered by the Ninth New Jersey Vol- 
unteers with their usual intrepidity, and a crossing was effected by the 
mill, threatening the enemy’s right. At the same time, by direction of 
the commanding general, I detached the Highty-fitth Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers, Colonel! Howell, with orders to force a passage below the bridge, 
by felling trees or fording, and engage him on the right. This difficult 
duty was handsomely performed. Howell’s skirmishers, led by Captains 
Hooker and Phillips, pushed boldly through the swamp, engaged the 
enemy’s battery under a shower of grape, and by a well-directed fire of 
musketry drove the cannoneers from the ground, and Heckman’s ad- 
vanee appearing simultaneously from the left the enemy fled, leaving 
one of his guns in our possession. The brigade in the mean time crossed 
at the mill, and being joined by the Twenty-third Massachusetts Volun- 
teers moved forward about 3 miles and bivouacked for the night, the 
Ninth New Jersey Volunteers with Morrison’s battery taking up a posi- 
tion about 1 mile in advance. x 

On the following day (December 14) the line of march was resumed 
at an early hour and in the usual order. Heckman’s skirmishers were 
soon engaged with the enemy’s outposts, and to support him I directed 
the Kighty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers to move through the wood on 
the left of the road with a view to act against the enemy’s: right. <A sec- 
ton of Mervison's battery was also ordered forward, supported. by the 

J : sylvania Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Maxwell, with directions to take a suitable position and open fire. 

The Highty-fitth New York, Lieutenant-Colonel Wellman, was then 
thrown forward and to the right of the road, with instructions to en: 
gage the enemy on the flank and press him vigorously toward tl 
left. This regiment was soon followed by the One hundred and first 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, Major Taylor, and the Ninety-sixth New York 
Volunteers, Colonel Gray, with similar orders. In the mean ti ae 
informed that a portion of the Nint MAN a Wie PONE, 
infor a portion of the Ninth New Jersey Volunteers were fail 
ing in ammunition I directed the Ninety-second New York Violuh iene 
eernel Hunt, to move down the road to relieve or support Colonel Heek- 
man as circumstances might require, All these movements were executed 
by the several regiments with alacrity and precision, deserving thehieh v 
praise. My whole brigade was now in position before. the orn tee : 
the firing was heavy and almost incessant; the wounded were bein g rap- 
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idly brought to the rear, and the enemy, concealed by the wood and posted 
behind an almost impassable swamp, maintained his position with stub- 
born obstinacy. At this time, and on my application to the major-gen- 
eral commanding, I was re-enforced in succession by the Seventeenth, 
Twenty-third, and Forty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteers. These fine 
regiments took their positions with the coolness and precision of vet- 
erans, and the whole line was then directed to advance and push the 
enemy at every point. The major-general commanding having arrived 
on the ground made further disposition of the troops and conducted the 
_ affair to a rapid and successful termination. 

Under my orders to advance, the whole brigade, supported on the left 


_ by other regiments, moved gradually forward, converging toward the 


enemy’s line of retreat, driving him from the church and throwing him 
back toward the bridge, over which the main body escaped, leaving 
several hundred prisoners in our hands. 

The retreat of the enemy was closely followed by the Eighty-fifth and 
One bunéred and third Pennsylvania Volunteers on the '#ft (the latter 
suffering severely in crossing the open field), while the Ninety-sixth and 
Highty-fifth New York and One hundred and first Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers charged from the right ; the Ninety-second moved along the road 
in support of the battery. The bridge was fired in several places by 
the enemy and exposed to a destructive fire of artillery and musketry 
from the opposite bank, but every regiment, including those from other 
brigades, seemed to vie with each other in emulation, and pressed for- 
ward with unflinching determination. 

That gallant officer, Colonel Gray. Ninety-sixth New York Volun- 
teers, with his face to the foe and the colors of his regiment first on the 
bridge, fell mortally wounded in the hour of victory. 

The flames were extinguished without serious injury to the bridge, 
and my brigade being reformed on the opposite bank of the river con- 
tinued its march through the village of Kinston and bivouacked for the 
bight on the Goldsborough road. 

The steadiness of the troops during this short conflict gave me full 
confidence of success, and the conduct both of officers and men, with 
rare exceptions, merits the highest praise. For special acts of gal- 
lantry and good conduct I have the honor to refer you to the reports of 
regimental commanders herewith inclosed. Captain Stewart, assistant 
adjutant-general ; Captains Webster and Hall, brigade quartermaster 
and commissary, and my aides, Lieutenants Beegle and Foot, rendered 
most important service. My orders were conveyed by these officers to 
every part of the field in the thickest of the fight with the most grati- 
fying coolness and intelligence. Acting Brigade Surgeon Rush also 
deserves the highest commendation for the prompt and efficient man- 
ner in which the onerous duties of his department were conducted. 

A list of casualties accompanies this report.* ti 

My brigade, having recrossed the Neuse, accompanied the expedition 
toward Goldsborough, and its object having been fully accomplished by 
the destruction of the railway and bridge, the whole command returned 
to this station, arriving at New Berne on the 21st instant. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: H. W. WESSELLS, 


Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Maj. SouTHARD HOFFMAN, i : 
~~ Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of North Carolina. 
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No. 26. 


~ Report of Lieut. Col. Abijah J. Wellman, Bighty-jifth New York Infantry, 


of engagement at Kinston, December 14. 


Hors. ErGHTY-FIFTH REGIMENT New Yor«kK VOLS., 
New Berne, N. C., December 22, 1862. 


Caprain: I have the honor to report that at the engagement before 
Kinston, which occurred on the 14th instant, the Highty-fifth New York 
Volunteers participated in the following manner: 

Pursuant to an order received from General Wessells the aforesaid 
regiment was led to the right of the position which was occupied by 
the Union forces during the earlier stages of the battle, and reported to 
Colonel Heckman, of the Ninth New Jersey Volunteers, as his support, 
at 11 a.m. In accordance with instructions from Colonel Heckman my 
regiment was then moved to the extreme right, for the purpose of a 
flank demonstration. After proceeding 500 yards, preceded by two com- 
panies of my command deployed as skirmishers, a regiment of the enemy 
was discovered 200 yards in advance, drawn up behind a fence at the 
edge of tlie wood in which we were. My skirmishers moved quietly to 
the right of the regiment and opened a brisk fire upon the enemy, which 
was returned without effect. While the attention of the latter was thus 
engaged my own line advanced quickly and poured in a volley, at which 
the enemy fled in confusion, some of them across an open field exposed 
to our fire. , 

Subsequently my regiment was directed to support the Ninety- 
sixth New York Volunteers in an advance upon the bridge, where the 
lamented Colonel Gray received a mortal wound. My line was formed, 
immediately on our arrival at the bridge, along the bank of the river 
with the left resting at the bridge, which was being swept by grape and 
canister together with musketry from the opposite bank. A> hot fire 
from both sides continued for twenty minutes. After the enemy’s guns 
had been silenced and their forces dispersed, men from Captain Jemney’s 
battery, the Ninth New Jersey Volunteers, and my own regiment extin- 
guished the flames of the burning bridge. The Ninth New Jersey Vol- 
unteers then crossed over closely followed by the Seventeenth Massa- 
chusetts, which latter regiment had just at that moment arrived and 
had not participated in the capture of the bridge. Immediately after 
the Pen eecors followed my own, which th us had the honor of be- 
Me aa first of General Wessells’ brigade which, gained the opposite 
Slike captured between 20 and 30 prisoners, besides a quantity of small- 

J take pleasure in adding that both officers < a : 
ception, displayed much bravery and sees se tages Sa eo 

Iam, very respectfully and truly, your obedient servant, 
; A. J. WELLMAN 
: Lieut. Col., Comdg. Highty-fifth New York Vols. 
Capt. ANDREW STEWART, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Wessels’ Brigade. 
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No: 2% 


Report of Col. Lewis 0. Hunt, Ninety-second New York Infantry, of en- 
gagement at Kinston, December 14. : 
HpqQRs. NINETY-SECOND NEw York VOLUNTEERS, 
December 21, 1862. 


Caprain: I have the honor to report that my regiment took part in 
the battle of Kinston, on the 14th instant, as follows: 
I was ordered by General Wessells to relieve the Ninth New J ersey, 


which had for some time been engaged and their ammunition reported 


as running low. I found them in a heavily-wooded swamp, passed 
their line of battle, and deployed the regiment as skirmishers. This 
was done under a heavy fire from the enemy, which, fortunately, passed 
overhead for the most part on account of the peculiar conformation of 
the ground and the usual tendency to overfire, but rained down the 
leaves and branches upon us. The swamp with its thick undergrowth 
was next to impassable, but the men floundered through the bog-holes, 
sometimes up to their middle, delivering their fire as they advanced. 
The point upon which we were operating seemed to be occupied by the 
enemy in large force, and I moved three companies from the right flank 
toward the right and front, hoping to find higher ground from which 
J might make a diversion in support of the main body. - I accompanied 
them, wishing to ascertain the nature of the ground toward the right 
and whether other troops were assisting in the attack. I found higher 
and more open ground but no assisting forces. I then sent my adju- 
tant, Lieutenant Ward, to General Wessells asking for re-enforcements. 
Returning to the main body I found it had moved off toward the left 
flank and had charged upon a body of the enemy near the junction of 
the roads, but was received with such a volley as compelled it to fall 
back. I then formed my men for another charge upon the enemy di- 
rectly in front, hoping to gain a ditch near the fence which we might 
hold until re-enforced. I directed my men to run up in line without 
firing, which the enemy no sooner perceived than they poured in a 
volley which indicated a force of five times our number, but which, as 
before, passed mainly overhead. ; 

My men were now completely exhausted with their two hours’ work 
in theswamp. We had tried to get a foothold to the front and on both 
flanks but had failed for want of numbers. The enemy were reported 
to me by several as passing our right flank, and I judged it best to draw 
back to the higher ground in our rear where I knew the One hundred 
and third Pennsylvania to have been posted. sere I received through 
yourself authority from General Wessells to direct the movements of the 
several regiments in the neighborhood. Having had the opportunity of 
getting a good knowledge of the position and its requirements, I directed 
Lieutenant: Colonel Maxwell, whose regiment (the One hundred and third 
Pennsylvania) was nearly twice as strong as mine, to advance through 
the swamp directly to the front, occupy the ditch, and, if possible, pass 
on beyond the fence. The men were fresh and went forward gallantly 
to the task before them, which I lightened as much as possible by send- 
ing forward the Highty-fifth Pennsylvania, Colonel Howell, lying in the 
wood near by, and pointed out the direction of attack. I presumed that 
my adjutant had returned to the right flank with the re-enforcements I 

‘had sent him for, and so, while my men were resting in support of a sec- 
+ion of Morrison’s battery and on the ground previously oceupied by the 
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One hundred and third, I sent forward four of my officers in different 
directions toward the front with General Wessells’ orders that every 
regiment should press forward. They fulfilled their mission to my en- 
tire satisfaction, contributing, I have every reason to believe, to the 
flight of the enemy which soon after took place. ; 

My officers behaved most creditably, with one exception, of which a 
special report will be made, and the regiment, as @ whole, sustained 
the reputation which it earned at the Seven Pines as a part of Casey’s 
division. This is paying as high a compliment as the regiment could » 
desire. 

Of the officers whom I happened to notice I would mention Lieuten- 

ant-Colonel Anderson, Adjutant Ward, Captain Cleary, and Lieutenant 
Cole for their coolness and gallantry. Captains Bice, Miller, and Merri- 
man, and Lieutenant Babcock are highly spoken of. Sergeant Ball, of 
Company —, was especially active and zealous, and deserves promo- 
tion. Sergeant O’Neil and Private Pierce, of Company HB; Private 
Sheridan, of D, and Color-bearer Sergeant Thompson are especially 
mentioned by their company commanders. Surgeon Edmeston fol- 
lowed the regiment into the swamp and attended the wounded under 
fire, and, for his zeal, energy, and consideration during the whole expe- 
dition, deserves the highest praise. 

A special report of the casualties, amounting to 3 killed, 16 wounded, 
and none missing, is herewith forwarded.* 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

i. OC. FUSS, 
Colonel, Ninety-second New York Volunteers. 


Capt. ANDREW STEWART, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Wessells’ Brigade. 


No. 28. 


Report of Capt. George W. Hinds, Ninety-siath New York Infantry, of en- 
gagement at Kinston, December 14. 


Hpqrs. NINETY-SIxXtH NEW YORK STATE VOLUNTEERS, 

Camp near New Berne, N. 0., December 21, 1862. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 14th instant, when the 
brigade engaged the enemy in front of Kinston, N. C., in compliance 
with the orders of General Wessells, this regiment, under command of 
Col. Charles O. Gray, moved down the road leading to the bridge in 
front and filed into the wood and moved by the right flank several 
hundred yards to the right of the road, where it was formed into line of 
battle and rested lying down, while a company of skirmishers was sent 
forward to feel the enemy’s position. Finding him in the corner of the 
wood to the right in some force we advanced in line of battle under 
fire, the Highty-fifth New York Volunteers being on our left and One 
hundred and first Pennsylvania Volunteers as support, charging and 
vapid tie ue enemy Eee arsi As we advanced we commenced a 

rapid fire, which was discontinue ¢ : ; 
See aa eo d after a few moments, the enemy get- 
Soon receiving an order to advance we moved toward the river, feel- 


*Embodied in revised statement, p. 60, 
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_ ing our way through the strip of wood leading to the road. Arriv- 
ing at the road and seeing the enemy crossing the bridge in retreat 
we charged rapidly toward it, delivering a rapid fire and receiving a 
raking fire from artillery and musketry. Arriving near the bridge our 
regiment was cut in two by the Tenth Connecticut crossing our line of 
march. Col. Charles O. Gray, with two companies, charged up to the 
bridge, arriving, with the regimental colors, first upon the end of the 
_ bridge, where a portion of a rebel regiment was cut off, they throwing 
their guns upon the burning timbers and retreating to the left. At 
this moment our noble colonel was shot through the breast by a mus- 
ket-ball, from which wound he soon died. Had it not been for this sad 
blow our regiment must have been the first to have crossed after the 
fleeing enemy. 

Respéctfully, 

GEORGE W. HINDS, 
Captain, Comdg. Ninety-sixth Regiment New York Volunteers. 
Capt. ANDREW STEWART, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Brigade, Peck’s Division. 


No. 29. 


Report of Col. Joshua B. Howell, Eighty-fifth Pennsylwania Infantry, of 
operations December 13-17. 


Hpors. EIGHTY-FIFTH PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp near New Berne, N. C., December 22, 1862. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that on December 13 instant, 
while on the march on the recent expedition to Kinston, &c., at the 
Southwest Creek, when the firing at that place began I was ordered 
by the general to take my regiment to the right of the road leading to 
the bridge, and on the right of the battery attached to our brigade, to 
support the battery. 

Seon after I had placed my regiment in the position ordered I was 
ordered by the general to send forward two companies as skirmishers, 
to examine the wood and sjvamps as far as the creek, to see if a cross- 
ing were practicable and to feel for the enemy. In obedience to the 
order I sent forward Companies B and D, under command of Captain 
Hooker (Company B), senior captain. Shortly afterward I was ordered 
to move the regiment forward and cross the creek if at all practicable, 
and attack and drive the enemy if we found them on that side of the 
road. By felling trees across the creek and with much difficulty and 
labor we effected a crossing. We had not only the creek to pass over 
but swamps on both sides of it. While crossing the creek we heard 
sharp and rapid firing in the advance of us, and on coming out on the 
road ascertained that the two companies (B and D), under Captain 
Hooker, on their approach to the road from the wood, had come in 
contact with a party of the enemy (First Mississippi Light Artillery), 
who had a piece planted on theroad. They were promptly attacked by 
Captain Hooker and driven from their gun—repulsed with a loss of 4 
men killed. 

In the conflict our men received two discharges of grape and canister 
from the enemy before they were driven from their gun. The enemy 
were driven up the road, and in the earnestness of pursuit if was omit- 
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fortunately, to leave any one in charge of the piece capture 

oe ‘Ninth New J ersey, coming up immediately thereafter, oe me 
piece into their possession, and from this circumstance might have the 
entire credit of having captured it awarded to them ; whereas ie po 
of the capture belongs to the two companies of my regiment exclusively. 

iev ver. that that gallant regiment wowd claim the 
I do not believe, however, g 2 
credit to the prejudice of my companies. I wish to state here that the 
timely arrival of Captain Hooker with the companies and the raster 
achievement in capturing the gun and driving the enemy manifest y 
saved that brave regiment (the Ninth New Jersey) from being seriously 

cut up. 4 : 

Pat ane. captain, to communicate to the general, in the very highest 
terms of commendation and praise, the promptness and gallantry man- 
ifested by the brave officers and enlisted men engaged in that affair ; 
and I also desire to do the same justice to the other gallant officers and 
enlisted men of my regiment for their untiring zeal and indefatigable 
industry and energetic efforts made and exhibited in effecting the cross- 
ing of the creek, overcoming difficulties that seemed almost insurmount- 
able, and also for the rapid movement forward (exhausted as they were) 
after the crossing was effected. 

On December 14 instant, at the battle of Kinston, I was directed by 
the general, at the very commencement of the fight, to deploy my regi- 
ment in line and move it forward through the woods and swamps which 
lay on the left of the road leading to Kinston. That order was promptly 
obeyed—as promptly as the almost impassable character of the ground 
admitted of. After getting through we came to the open field on the 
left of the road, on the line with the fire of the enemy and in advance of 
the fire from our side. We met with some of the enemy in our passage. 
I sent my adjutant back to inform the general of our position (having 
received an order to halt), and to ask for further orders. The adjutant 
returned with orders to return to the road and there support the bat- 
tery which was under the command of Captain Morrison, which order 
was obeyed. I found, however, a part of the left wing of the One hun- 
dred and third Pennsylvania Volunteers directly in front of us. Our 
position was on the left of the battery and left of the road. 

Shortly afterward, in obedience to an order of Lieutenant Beegle, 
aide to the general, I moved my regiment, deployed in line of battle, 
forward, preceded by a part of the left wing of the One hundred and 
third Pennsylvania Volunteers. On coming out of the wood and swamp 
we came to an open field in front of us, and there we received sharp 
rapid, and continuous fire from the enemy. I should think we were 
under fire there for an hour. We returned their fire as rapidly. The 
firing on our part was splendidly done. We then moved rapidly for- 
ward across the field, driving the enemy from the wood in front of us 
and from the church. We passed through the wood to a large open 
field lying between the wood and the river. 7 

The fire of the enemy during this time was very heavy, but the gal- 
lant officers and enlisted men of my regiment and of that part of ‘the 
One hundred and third Pennsylvania Volunteers which was with us 
dashed forward, with a shout and with cheers, through the fire without 
flinching. When about midway over the field I discovered, by ascend- 
ing a slight elevation which we were approaching, that my own regi- 
ment and the One hundred and third would be cut to pieces by pursu- 
ing that line, and that I could accomplish as much by moving to the 
right, which I did. We succeeded, as I have before stated, in driving 
the enemy from our front and from their position in the church, m 


| 
\ 
: 
7 


% 


Cran XXX) NEW BERNE TO GOLDSBOROUGH. 103 


It gives me the greatest pleasure to refer the general to the gallant 
conduct of my officers and enlisted men in this engagement and to be 
able to speak in the very highest terms of their coolness, firmness, and 
courage during the whole time of the fight. 

In the engagement at White Hall and at the railroad bridge my 
regiment was under the eye of the general, and, although not actually 
engaged in the firing, it was in line of battlé and within reach of the 
enemy’s fire, and behaved with coolness and firmness, and ready and 
desirous to be led into the fights. 

For the good conduct and soldierly bearing of my regiment on the 
march, going and returning, we have already received the commenda- 
~ tion of our general; that, with the consciousness that we deserve it, is 

our highest reward. There was no straggling from my regiment of any 
account, and from all disgraceful acts and scenes done and perpetrated 
on that march their skirts are free. 

A list of the casualties has already been furnished you.* 

_ I have the honor to be, captain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| JOSHUA B. HOWELL, 
Colonel Highty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers. 


Capt. ANDREW STEWART, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Wessells’ Brigade. 


No. 30. 


Report of Maj. Alexander W. Taylor, One hundred and first Pennsylvania 
Infantry, of engagement at Kinston, December 14. 


Hpgrs. 101ST PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEERS, 
New Berne, N. C., December 24, 1862. 


CAPTAIN: As commander of the One hundred and first Regiment 
Pennsylvania Volunteers during the engagement near Kinston, on Sun-. 
day, the 14th instant, I have the honor to submit the following as my 
report: 

When the firing commenced in the morning, by order of the general 
the One hundred and first Regiment was drawn up in line of battle on 
the right of the road near the wood. We remained in this position 
until ordered by the general forward and to the right of the road in rear 
of the Ninety-sixth New York. 

Soon after, by order of Colonel Heckman, we were moved forward 
and to the left to the support of a battery of the Third New York Artil- 
lery. We remained with this battery until the close of the engage- 
ment. 

During the entire engagement the conduct of the regiment was all 
that could have been desired. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. W. TAYLOR, 
Major One hundred and first Pennsylvania Volunteers. 


Capt. ANDREW STEWART, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Embodied in revised statement, p. 60, 


104 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. B. VIRGINIA. [Cnar. KXX. 
. No. Sl. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Wilson O. Maawell One hundred ana third Penn 
Ja hae Infantry, of engagement at Kinston, December 14. 


Hpgrs. 103p REGIMENT PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp near New Berne, N. C., December 25, 1862. 


Srr: I have thé honor to report the action of the One hundred and 
third Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers in the engagement at Kinston: 

Sunday, December 14, at 9.40 a. m., I was ordered to move my regi- 
ment forward as a support to one section of Morrison’s battery, having 
the right wing rest on the right and the left wing on the left of said 
section, with orders to direct our movement with the battery. After 
advancing gradually for over 50 rods with said battery we halted, when 
the Ninety-second New York Volunteers moved past us and filed off in 
front of the right wing of the One hundred and third. After remaining 
not more than one hour in advance they fell back across the right wing 
and reformed their line in our rear. 

At this time Captain Stewart, assistant adjutant-general, came up and 
ordered me to move my regiment forward in advance of the battery. 
We moved forward through a swamp of thick undergrowth and water 
from 1 to 2 feet deep and about 20 rods wide. Immediately after cross- 
ing said swamp we received a volley of musketry from the enemy’s line, 
which we then learned was but a few rods in our advance. We de- 
livered a volley, lay down under cover of a small knoll, reloaded and 
fixed bayonets, rose, delivered another volley, and charged up over the 
bank. At this time an order from the Kighty-fifth Pennsylvania, which 
was moving up in rear of the left wing, demanded us to cease firing, as 
we were firing into our own men. 

_ The enemy’s fire in front of our left was immediately directed on our 
right, making, in connection with the fire from the strong line in front, 
a heavy cross-fire; also we were in danger of a fire in the rear from 
the Forty-fifth Massachusetts, whose line was immediately in rear of 
our right wing. Under this combined fire I gave the order to lie down 
and from this position we again rose, charged after the enemy some 20 
rods, when their fire was completely silenced. We were then ordered 
to halt and await the arrival of the battery. During this time the 
Ninety-sixth New York moved by the flank from our right and reached 
the bridge. From the time we first formed our line as a support to the 
battery until we reached the bridge was from 9.40 a. m. to 2 p.m. Our 
loss during this time out of 430 actually engaged was 14 killed and 58 
wounded, some of the latter mortally. During the whole of this time 
all of the officers and men of the regiment behaved in an exemplar 
manner, showing entire coolness. I will mention that when we mde 
Se first charge od Tenth Connecticut overlapped our extreme right 
hae irom the second charge we moved past their line, pass- 


. Accompanying this you will find a compl i J 
wounded, made from the surgeon’s reponkael Vaan 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: W. 0. MAXWELL 
Iheutenant-Colonel, Comdg. One hundred a hi 
5 nd third Pa. 
Capt. ANDREW STEWART, ia 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Brigade, Peck’s Division. 


and 


*See revised statement, p. 60. 
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No. 32. 


_ Report of Lieut. Col. Horace A. Manchester, First New York Marine Ar- 
tillery, of naval operations on the Neuse River, December 12-15. 


HEADQUARTERS MARINE ARTILLERY, 
New Berne, N. 0., December 16, 1862. 

Sir: In accordance with your instructions on the 12th instant, after 
waiting until 4 p. m. at Willis’ Landing and learning that your boats 
could not reach me for want of water, I proceeded on board the steamer 
Allison, accompanied by the steamers Ocean Wave, Port Royal, Wil- 

__ son, and North State, to ascend the Neuse River on a reconnaissance 
toward Kinston. At dusk I anchored in the neighborhood of Lee’s- 

_ Landing, about 20 miles from New Berne by the river, making all dis- 
positions for defense in case of attack. 

At daylight on the 13th got under way, and, with much difficulty 
and labor, worked our way up to within 2 miles of Kinston, meeting 
with but slight opposition from the guerrillas on shore, by whose fire 
1 man of the Allison crew was seriously wounded. About 2 miles 
from Kinston, upon a turn in theriver, we suddenly found our boats in 
face of a 10-gun battery, and penned up within the banks of the river, 
about 100 feet wide. I immediately ordered the Port Royal, Ocean 
Wave, and Wilson to retire, the North State not having arrived, and 
interposed the Allison between the battery, which had opened fire, and 
the boats. The boats had to be backed down, as the river would not 
admit their turning, and it occupied twenty, or thirty minutes. We 
replied to. the enemy’s fire with one Parrott gun, the first fire being 
within canister range. These shells were exploded within the batteries 
with apparent effect, as the enemy ceased their fire for some time after. 

It was sunset when the firing commenced, and it became dark so soon 
that I was scarcely able to get the boats under the protection of the 
trees before we were left to grope in total darkness. The enemy’s shell 
exploded over and around us with but little damage. The Allison re- 
ceived three shots, one taking off the tip of the pilot-house; the next 

_ passing through the roof and through the smoke-stack, and the third 
cutting away some fender and light work. Our boats were moved in 
double line, hay, beef, bread, &c., being packed along the sides. ‘The 
guns were put into battery on the decks and bags of oats spread over 
the decks. In this position we awaited until morning in expectation 
of the enemy’s appearance. Several attempts were made to reconnoiter 
our position in the early evening, which were promptly defeated by the 
sentinel’s fire. A reconnaissance was made on theirs by Lieutenant 
Doane, but little information gained. 

Soon after taking up our position for the night we heard heavy firing 
a few miles to the westward of us, which eontinued about an hour. 
~ At daylight in the morning, upon examination, I found the largest 
boat on the bottom, and that the water had fallen during the night over 
19 inches. LIimmediately ordered a lighter boat to hitch on to the Ocean 
Wave and drag her off and then drop down the river to deeper water. 
This was a slow operation, as we had to go stern foremost, and our 
boats often grounded. The forenoon was consumed in getting 5-miles. 
Here we found the North State, and learned that a force of the enemy 
was about 3 miles below to dispute our passage down. We winded all 
our boats but the Ocean Wave and dropped down 2 miles farther when 
we succeeded in turning her. The North State was sent forward to find 
the enemy’s position, the others following to shell them out. About a 
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‘Te from an old dam, on a turn where the water was swift, we found 
ee party, who fled after one of their number had been tumbled into 
the river by a shot. Occasional firing was kept up by the enemy for 5 
miles, when we came upon a party lodged behind a log house. They 
stood but one fire from our Parrotts and ran, leaving, as we learned, 
several of their number killed and wounded. Here we learned from a 
contraband that a party of 70 had crossed early that morning to obstruct 
- the river at Oldfield Bank Landing, and that, by the addition of others, 
we might expect to meet 140 men there. We proceeded at once to the 
place, the enemy keeping up an occasional shot at us. Here we found 
them in possession -of both sides of the river, and occupying the turn so 
as to fire into the stern of our boats. They opened on the Ocean Wave 
with a volléy which was returned with interest, and the other boats, | 
seeing their position for the fire, opened with grape and canister with © 
suck effect that the last boat coming up could find no one to fire at. The 
boats, after a brief delay, passed on to Street’s Ferry, where, meeting 
the boats of the navy, reported to you. 

In the last fight Edwin J. Perkins, of Marine Artillery, was killed, and 
another of that regiment and a member of the Signal Corps were seri- 
ously wounded. 

Our loss was 1 killed and 3 severely and several slightly wounded. 
Of the enemy, 1 was shot from the bridge and fell into the water, and 2 
were blown to pieces on the bank. At the log house 30 men are said to 

_ have been in it when two 30-pounder Parrotts, loaded with canister, were’ 
fired through 16 at a distance of 200 feet, and at the Oldfield Bank the 
fire of the Ocean Wave, North State, and Port Royal was direct and 
within 400 feet of the enemy. : 

The Ocean Wave and Allison are somewhat disabled, both by shot and 
contact with trees; the North State has lost her rudder. The other 
boats are in good order for use. 

Respectfully, 
; H. A. MANCHESTER, 
Tteutenant-Colonel, Commanding Marine Artillery. 
Commander A. Murray, U. S. Navy. 


No. 33. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith, 0. 8S. Army, commanding Depart- 


nent ts North Carolina and Southern Virginia, of operations December 


ae rien PETERSBURG, VA., December 13, 1862. 
e force at Suffolk is believed to be still strong and threatening 
never has been fighting all day in advance of Kinston, principally a 
tillery. We were retiring slowly, and at night the enemy were near 
the bridge at Kinston. Evans calls for re-enforcements. One reei- 
ment started from here at 8 o’clock and one more will start at 6 o'clock 
ie not aoe ee place and one from the Blackwater. I will 
bly not leave this place before to-mor Is 

anything from Fredericksburg ? Se a ae 

G.W. SMITH: 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Major-General, 


Secretary of War. 
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ih | GoLDsBoRouGH, N. C., December 15, 1862. ° 

. ! T arrived here at 3 p.m. The telegraph with General Evans is cut 
‘off. By latest information he was at Falling Creek, 6 miles this side of 

Kinston. Enemy now estimated at 30,000, and scouts report re-enforce- 

Inents constantly arriving from New Berne. Governor Vance is here. 
| He tells me that all accounts agree in stating that our troops behaved 

/ admirably in the engagement of yesterday. 

ie G. W. SMITH, 

Major-General. 


1 Hon. James A. SEDDON, 
- Secretary of War. 


— 


j WELDON, N. C., December 15, 1862. 
‘Your telegram is received.* I have ordered three regiments of 
| Daniel’s brigade, the three Mississippi regiments and two batteries from 
Richmond, one regiment from Petersburg, and one from the Blackwater 
and batteries to be sent as soon as possible to Goldsborough. Please 
ask the Quartermaster-General to do everything in his power to expe- 
| dite their transportation. Evans retired this side the river about dark 
| and burned the bridge. General Beauregard will send 5,000 infantry 
and three batteries. 

G. W. SMITH, 


Major-General. 


. Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON. 
(Indorsement.] 


Preparation has been made to send forward all the troops referred to 
' in this dispatch as soon as they can be ready to-day. The three regi- 
ments of Daniel’s brigade will march to Petersburg with the batteries 
| and take rail from there. The Mississippi regiments will go by rail all 
the way; start at 12 m. 
Respectfully, 
A. ©. MYERS, 
Quartermaster- General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., December 16, 1862. 


My Dear Sir: Your letter of Sunday reached me at this place last 
night. I received your telegram of Sunday night at Weldon, and from 
that place by telegraph ordered troops forward to this point—one regi- 
ment of infantry from the Blackwater, one from Petersburg, and six from 
Richmond, with three batteries of artillery, leaving on the Blackwater 
two regiments of infantry, two of cavalry, and several batteries; one 
regiment at Petersburg, a small guard at Weldon, and a guard at the 
battery at the obstructions in the Roanoke near Hamilton. I arrived 
here after 3 p. m. yesterday, and sent you by telegraph a statement of 
the condition of affairs. At12 o’clock midnight it was reported that 
the enemy were passing up the river on the south side toward Dudley 
Station or this place. General Evans appealed strongly for cavalry, 
reporting that he had but one company. I had none, nor troops of any 
kind. I improvised, with the assistance of the Governor, who is here, 


* See Confederate correspondence. Communication from Seddon to Smith, dated 
December 14, 1862, post. 
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st means we could for obtaining information from the south side 
hee ivan: There were no troops there whatever, the battalion pick- 
eting on that side below Kinston having been enveloped by the enemy. 
General French arrived about 7 o’clock this morning with one regiment 
from Petersburg, and has gone down to Bear Creek, about 12 miles, to 
join General Evans. During the night, not knowing when the troops 
from Petersburg might be expected to get here, I had ordered General 
Evans to send one regiment to a bridge 6 miles below here and one to — 
this place to guard the railroad bridge and common-road_ bridge near - 
the city. We can get nothing through the telegraph from Wilmington. 
Heavy firing is now heard distinctly upon the river below, supposed to 
be at White Hall Bridge, 15 miles below, or perhaps near the Six Mile 
Bridge. ‘There is, as usual, great delay and difficulty in the railroad — 
transportation. J hope soon to obtain information of the enemy’s move- 
ments, and on the arrival of the troops from Richmond will endeavor to 
strike an effective blow. Banks’ fleet is reported by General Whiting 
as certainly at Beaufort, but it is not known whether or not they have 
landed. They are within ten or twelve hours’ sail of him. Troops from 
General Beauregard were to have arrived in Wilmington this morning 
early, but I have heard nothing from there to-day. We have no cav- 
alry, no transportation, and are laboring under some other difficulties. 
My staff is not here. Iam much pressed for time, and write in great 
haste. The troops are in good heart. I shall do my best to give a good 
account of the enemy. 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 

G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


P. S.—A good many of Evans’ troops were cut off and are now coming 
straggling in across the river. The heavy guns in the battery at the 
obstructions below Kinston had to be abandoned when General Evans 
fell back. They had previously beaten back the gunboats. The 200 
men composing the garrison, with the field battery, retired toward the 
north and arrived here with their pieces last night. General Evans has 
not furnished me with an estimate of his losses. 


GOLDSBOoROUGH, N. C., December 16, 1862. 

The enemy made this morning a serious attack at White Hall Bridge 
on the right and rear of our position, this side of Kinston. At 2 p. m. 
a cavalry force, estimated at 500 or more, burned a turpentine stem at 
Mount Olive, at the railroad, 14 miles from here; injured the track and 
cut the telegraph poles. Extent of injury not known. 

_Later.—The enemy have been driven back from White Hall Bridge; 
his loss very severe, ours not so. They have abandoned Kinston. The 


brid ges below here are burned. We are sadly in want of cavalry. None 
of the troops from Richmond have arrived. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDon. G. W. SMITH. 


GoLDsBoRovGH, N. ©., December 18, 1862. 
The enemy yesterday made a sudden movement 


in large for 
the two bridges near this place, drove aes oe A 


back our pickets, and succeeded 
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in burning the railroad bridge. Several brigades were afterward passed 
over the county bridge. They attacked and drove the enemy back and 
saved the county bridge. The enemy were in very large numbers; 
their second position was a very strong one; night was at hand; only 
a portion of the troops from Richmond had arrived ; none of the artil- 
Jery and none of the cavalry from either Richmond or Petersburg. I 
did not consider it advisable to attack them again. The enemy retired 
‘during the night. The few mounted we have (about 60) have been sent 
out to ascertain their position and probable intentions. It was sup- 
posed that the whole force of the enemy was present. The force was cer- 
tainly over 15,000. Without cavalry it is almost impossible to obtain 
-accurate or prompt information of the enemy’s movements or num- 
bers. They are burning mills and houses and devastating the country 
in every direction. We have not transportation sufficient even for 
ammunition. I shall move as soon as possible. 

G. W. SMITH, 

Major-General. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Goldsborough, N. C., December 29, 1862. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose copies of the reports of Briga- 
dier-Generals Evans, Robertson, and Clingman, giving an account of 
the various affairs with the enemy in this vicinity in their recent bridge- 
burning and pillaging expedition from New Berne. 

Brigadier-General Evans, with 2,000 men, held them in check at South- 
west Creek, beyond Kinston, on the 13th, and on the 14th delayed their 
advance for some time and succeeded in withdrawing his force with 
small loss to the left- bank of the Neuse River at Kinston. He held 
them at bay until the 16th, when they advanced on the opposite side of 
the river and made an attack at White Hall Bridge, about 18 miles be- 
low Goldsborough, in which they were driven back by General Robert- 
son with severe loss. Small re-enforcements arrived from Petersburg 
and Wilmington on the 15th, one regiment of which was placed in posi- 
tion to cover the railroad bridge over the Neuse, near this place. A bat- 
talion of artillery, which had made a successful retreat from the works 
at the obstructions below Kinston after the enemy occupied the latter 
point in force, was stationed on this side of the river at the railroad 
bridge, and about half a mile above at the county bridge. On the 16th 
a regiment arrived from Wilmington and one from Petersburg, both of 
which were sent to the right bank of the river and placed under Gen- 
eral Clingman’s command to protect the two bridges. 

On the morning of the 17th, having no cavalry and being unable to 
obtain information by other means, I directed Lieutenant-Colonel Ste- 
vens, of the Engineers, with two brigades and five pieces of artillery, to 
make a reconnaissance for the purpose of ascertaining the position and 
numbers of the enemy. General Evang’ brigade had then reached Golds- 
borough by rail, and, remaining on board, only awaited the clearing of 
the track and watering of the engines to move by rail to the position 
already occupied by General Clingman with his three regiments, about 
14 miles beyond the railroad bridge. The capacity of the water-tanks 
being inadequate for the amount of transportation accumulated here at 
that time, the cars were delayed until after 12 o’clock for want of water, 
pending which the enemy appeared in force before General Clingman’s 
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three regiments and he withdrew across the county bridge to this side 
of the river. The artillery of the enemy was playing upon the railroad 
bridge, and Evans’ brigade had at last to move forward by the county 
road and cross, if at all, the bridge half a mile above the railroad. 

About 2 o’clock in the afternoon one bold and daring incendiary suc- 
ceeded in reaching the bridge, and covered by the wire wall of the abut- 
ment, lighted a flame which soon destroyed the superstructure, leaving 
the masonry abutments and pier intact. At that time re-enforcements 
which I had ordered from Richmond were hourly expected. It was very 
important for us now to save the county bridge, the only means remain- 
ing of crossing the river in this vicinity. Evans’ and Clingman’s bri- 
gades were ordered to cross, supported by Pettigrew’s brigade, and the 
Mississippi brigade, just coming in, was ordered to move forward at 
once. 

The enemy were driven back from their position on the line of the rail- 
road, but on account of the lateness of the hour, the nature of the ground, 
and the fact that our artillery, cavalry, and a large portion of the re- 
enforcements had not yet arrived, it was not advisable to attack their 
strong second position that evening. During the night the enemy made 
a hurried retreat to their fortifications and gunboats, moving with such 
celerity that it was useless to attempt pursuit with any other arm than 
cavalry, of which at that time, unfortunately, we had none. I passed 
over the railroad from the Neuse Bridge to Wilmington on the 24th and 
returned last night. The bridge is fast being repaired. At present we 
are subjected to the temporary inconvenience of transshipment across 
the county bridge, but in a very few days this will be remedied and 
everything restored to the former condition. 

Lregret that this grand army.of invasion did not remain in the in- 
terior long enough for us to get at them. As it is, they burned the 
superstructure of two bridges, which cost originally less than $10,000 
and can be replaced at once, and have utterly failed to attempt to take 
advantage of the temporary and partial interruption of our railroad line 
for the purpose of striking a decisive blow at any important point before 
we could thoroughly re-establish our communications with it. 

I beg leave to call your attention to the reports of Lieut. Col. [W. H.| 
Stevens, ©. 8. Engineers, and of Lieutenant-OColonel Pool, as well as to 
those of the three brigadier-generals previously named. 

Our loss is reported at 71 killed and 268 wounded, and about 400 miss- 
ing. Most of the latter were taken prisoners at Kinston Bridge, and 
have since been returned paroled. md 

[ am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
tieas sa W. SMITH, 

ajor- Gene y j 
Ge ral-8\-Coormn: y) neral, Commanding. 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. 


No. 34. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Walter H. Stevens, O. S. Engineer 
December 16-17. g 8, of operations 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Goldsborough, N. C., December 19, 1862. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report: 
On the morning of Tuesday, the 16th instant, by your direction, I 
posted Lientenant-Colonel Pools battalion of North Carolina Tro ops 
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p (armed as infantry) at the railroad and county bridges over the Neuse 


_ near this place. Two pieces of artillery were placed commandin g 

the railroad bridge, one at the county bridge, and two a short dis- 
| tance in the rear, enfilading a portion of the right bank of the river 
__which flanked the position immediately at the bridge. These disposi- 
tions were completed at 7 a.m. About 10a. m.I started with Colonel 
Cunningham without an escort to reconnoiter the right bank of the 
river from Dudley toward White Hall, having been led to believe that 
the enemy were or might be marching in that direction with a view of 
eutting the railroad. On arriving at Dudley, hearing nothing of the 
enemy, in company with Colonel Collier, of the county militia, I pro- 
ceeded 4 or 5 miles on the road to White Hall, seeing nothing of the 
enemy. I soon saw a large smoke in the direction of Mount Olive. I 
rode immediately to Dudley and found a train of cars that started for 
Wilmington had turned back, finding the road was burned at Mount 
Olive. J took the train to this place to report to you the cutting of the 
road. On the way to Goldsborough I passed General Clingman’s com- 
mand on the roadside, near where the county road crosses the railroad. 

Early the next morning I was directed to make an armed reconnais- 
sance of the enemy with Generals Evans’ and Clingman’s commands. 
My instructions were to find the enemy, to sweep the county, guarding 
the flanks well, and if engaging the enemy the command should be so 
pressed as to fall back before being re-enforced, to fall back fighting 
and cross at the county bridge; or if pressed too closely to try that, to 
continue up the river, crossing higher up. A first-rate guide was fur- 
nished me. 

General Clingman’s command being on the road to Dudley, I informed 
General Evans that his command ought to go to Dudley by rail as soon 
as they could be embarked. As soon as the troops were fairly aboard 
I started with Captain Reinhart and a part of his cavalry company for 
Dudley. On reaching the county bridge I heard a few cannon-shot east 
of the railroad. On crossing the bridge I found a portion of General 
Clingman’s command, Colonel Shaw ‘commanding. I was informed by 
Colonel Shaw that the enemy were advancing in two columns, one by 
- tlie railroad, the other by the White Hall road, and that one regiment 
(Colonel Marshalls) was posted at the railroad bridge on the right bank. 
General Clingman then came upon the ground and I recommended him 
to form his command with two pieces of artillery obliquely across the 
county road, covering the head of the bridge. I then proceeded to the 
front and right on the county road to a point where the road turns to 
cross the railroad on the way to Dudley. A steady fire of artillery was 
kept up by the enemy at the railroad bridge. I soon saw one regiment 
of the enemy get on the railroad track, soon another, and finally four in 
all; these, with four or six pieces of artillery, were all the troops I could 
see. They marched deliberately toward the railroad bridge, then dou- 
ble-quicked for a few instants, and finally disappeared from my view 
either in the woods or behind the railroad embankment. Immediately 
a sharp fire of musketry ensued. This very quickly ceased. I rode back 
to the county bridge and found General Clingman’s command falling 
back, one regiment double-quicking on the road from the railroad brid ge 
to the county bridge. I then met General Clingman, who said his men 
would not stay at the railroad bridge, and asked me if I thought he had 
better cross the bridge. I thought if the men would not stand they had 
better cross, and told him so. i 

Lieutenant Fuller, of Starr’s battery, placed his guns in position with 
coolness and judgment, and worked them some moments with ability, 
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only ceasing his fire when all of his command, save his support, were 
over the bridge. Captain Reinhart’s cavalry were cool and staid by me 
until ordered over the bridge. : 

The command with the artillery were posted then upon the left bank. 
I then joined General Evans, who was near the bridge, and in a few sec- 
onds discovered the railroad bridge on fire. At his request I immedi- 
ately reported the fact to you. A short time after seeing you I accom- 
panied you to the field. Glingman had recrossed and was on the right 
near the railroad. As I crossed in your company, Evans’ command were 
crossing. He was starting a regiment in toward the railroad bridge 
when we crossed. I then accompanied you to the extreme right to 
Clingman’s position, from whence I had informed you you could see the 
whole field. While with General Clingman a portion of his command 
had charged the enemy and rejoined his line while we were in company 
with him. Clingman’s whole line then advanced, upon which we crossed 
to the left (General Evans’ position). Upon reaching General Evans 
we found our whole line up to the railroad embankment. It was then 
dark and the firing had ceased. The large pumber of the enemy, 
strongly posted, with numerous artillery, the darkness and extreme 
coldness of the night, induced me to give my opinion in the council in 
favor of withdrawing to the right bank of the river, which was effected 
deliberately before midnight. 

I have the honor to inclose the report of Colonel Pool. 

Respectfully submitted. 

W. H. STEVENS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel of Engineers. 
Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. SMITH. 


1 


No. 35. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Nathan G@. Evans, C. 8S. Army, commanding Brigade, 
_ of operations December 13-17. 


Kinston, N. C., December 14, 1862. 
General Foster attacked Kinston yesterday with 15,000 men and nine 
gunboats. I fought him ten hours. Have driven back his gunboats 
His army is stillin my front. I have only four regiments and will await 
his attack this morning. I think I can hold my position. 
N. G. EVANS, 


Pe. Gane Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS EVANS’ BRIGADE, 
i a Near Goldsborough, N. C., December 20, 1862 
AJOR: ave the honor to submit the following report ; 

X omit g of the actic 
of the troops under my command in the recent ean coments eet ‘Kins 
we Si Lay Bae the railroad bridge near this place: bales 

n Saturday, the 13th instant, the enemy approached Kin i 
a aes I ny 2 Q ston con- 
siderable force and attacked the line of our forces under the imuiediate 
command of Col. James D. Radcliffe, North Carolina Troops, who had 
taken position on the west side of Southwest Creek. At 10 elclowk T 
arrived on the ground and assumed command, and ordered Colonel Rad 
cliffe to take command of the left wing at the crossing of the upper Trent 
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road. The enemy then was attacked at Hines’ Mill while he attem pted . 
to cross the creek. After a sharp engagement ot an hour I fell back to- 
ward the Neuse River, keeping line of battle and arresting his approach 
about 2 miles from Kinston Bridge. He then attacked in considerable 
force, but retired after an engagement of ten hours. I rested on my arms 
that night in this position, the enemy ceasing fire after nightfall. 

_ On the morning of the 14th (Sunday), being informed by Colonel Rad- 
cliffe that the enemy was approaching his position, I directed him to open 
fire while I would attack his left. 1 ordered an immediate advance, and 
soon became engaged with my whole line with the enemy in heavy foree— 

_ supposed to be about 20,000. The action lasted three hours, when, as- 

certaining his greatly-superior force, I retired with my command across 

the Neuse Bridge, when the enemy pursued with heavy fire, stormed the 

bridge, and drove me back to the town of Kinston, capturing about 400, 

including no [number of? ] sick prisoners. Reforming my line, with the 

additional re-entorcements of Col. [S. H.] Rogers’ Forty-seventh Regi- 
ment North Carolina Troops,in a commanding position in rear of the 
town, Lagain awaited the attack. About 3 p.m. Major-General Foster 

sent his staff officer (Colonel Potter) to summon me to surrender, which I 

promptly declined. In an hour he commenced shelling the town, but 

hesitated to renew his direct attack. Taking advantage of my position, I 

retired in column to Falling Creek, where the major-general commanding 

had forwarded me additional re-enforcements. At this point (a very 
strong position) I encamped forthe night. Hearing early next morning 
that the enemy had recrossed the river and was advancing on White Hall 
inmy rear, Limmediately dispatched one regiment (the Eleventh North 

Carolina Troops, Col. [C.] Leventhorpe) and 600 dismounted cavalry, the 

whole under the command of Brig. Gen. B. H. Robertson, to proceed in 

haste and dispute his crossing at White Hall, while I would attack his 
rear toward Kinston. The report of Brigadier-General Robertson is 
herewith inclosed, marked A.* I here sent Colonel Rogers to march on 

Kinston, and held my other forces in readiness to move in either direc- 

tion. Finding the enemy had retired across the river and burnéd the 

bridge, I ordered my whole command to Mosely Hall, a position where 

I couid support General Robertson. At this point I met Major-General 

French, commanding department, who immediately assumed command 

and timely re-enforced Brigadier-General Robertson. My force engaged 

at Kinston consisted of the Seventeenth, Twenty-second, Twenty-third, 
and Holcombe Legion South Carolina Volunteers ; Colonel Radcliffe’s 

Sixty-first Regiment North Carolina Troops; Major Mallett’s battalion ; 

Capt. [R.] Boyce’s light battery South Carolina Volunteers ; Captains 

Bunting’s and Starr’s batteries North Carolina troops. Lieutenant- 

Colonel Pool, commanding North Carolina heavy artillery, commanded 

the intrenchments at the obstructions below Kinston and attacked the 

gunboats and held them in check while I regained my position in rear 

of the town. My whole force amounted to 2,014. 

From Mosely Hall (after the repulse of the enemy at White Hall) I 
was directed by the major-general commanding the department to report 
to Goldsborough. On my arrival with my command was ordered by Maj. 
Gen. G. W. Smith to assume command of Brig. Gen. T. L. Clingman’s 
brigade and make an armed reconnaissance of the enemy approaching 
the railroad bridge. I immediately ordered General Clingman to ad- 
vance his brigade over the river by the county bridge and engage him, 
that I would support his left. On arriving beyond the bridge about a 


* See report No. 39, 
8 RB R—VOL XVIII 
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ile General Clingman became engaged with the enemy In heavy force. 
Tdineoted Evans’ teas to advance to his support. On reaching the 
railroad I found: the enemy drawn up in line of battle marching up to. 
the railroad. I then directed my brigade to cross the railroad and en- 
gage the enemy, which was done in a spirited manner. | Lalso herewith 
inclose General Clingman’s report, together with a list of killed and 
wounded. : ; 

In conclusion I would call the attention of the major-general com- 
-manding to the gallant conduct and admirable judgment of Colonel 
Radcliffe, who had disposed his troops to dispute every advance of the 
enemy, and regret to add that, holding his position to the last of the 
fight, he was taken prisoner, but readily paroled. The followin g officers 
were observed by myself as conspicuous In the battles of Saturday and 
Sunday: Col. P. Mallett, North Carolina Troops; Capt. [M. G.] Zeigler, 
Holcombe Legion; Adjt. W. P. Du Bose, wounded while leading his 
regiment; Capt. [S. A.] Durham, [Company H], Twenty-third South 
Carolina Volunteers, wounded severely leading his regiment In action 
at the railroad. 

To the promptness of General Clingman in obeying my orders I am 
particularly indebted for the repulse at the railroad near Goldsborough. 

To my personal staff (Capt. A. L. Evans and First Lieut. Samuel J. 
Corrie, aide-de-camp) I am much indebted, both for the intrepidity 
and alacrity with which they obeyed my orders, both often leading 
troops in action. I recommend both to the especial attention of the 
major-general commanding. Col. John A. Baker, Forty-fourth [Forty- 
first] North Carolina Troops, deserves especial notice; though suffering 
with a slight wound, was very energetic as my assistant through the 
engagements of the two days. ; 

Colonels Radcliffe and Mallett being paroled prisoners, the reports 
of their respective commands will be forwarded as soon as exchanged. 

Herewith please find list * of killed and wounded in my brigade. The 
lists from the other commands have not been furnished me. 

Very respectfully submitted. 

N. G. EVANS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. S. W. MELTON, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Goldsborough, N. C. 


% 


No. 36. 


Report of Col. Peter Mallett, North Carolina Battalion, of engagement at 
Kinston, December 14. 


HEADQUARTERS EVANS’ BRIGADE, 
Wilmington, N. C., March 26, 1863. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward the report of Col. P. Mallett 
commanding battalion, of the action of his command at the battle of 


Kinston, N.C. I forward this report direct, as my report had been sent 
in some time since. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


N. G. EVANS, 


Brigadier-General, Commandi 
General S. CooPEr, d ’ ding. 


Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. 
* Not found. 


a 
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[Inclosure. ] 


FAYETTEVILLE, N. C., February 20, 1863. 

GENERAL: Confinement to my bed for the last two months will, I 
trust, be apology sufficient for the delay in reporting to you the part 
taken by my command in the battle near Kinston, on Sunday, Decem- 
ber 14, [1862]. 

I arrived at Kinston by railroad Sunday morning at 7 o’clock and 
immediately reported to and was ordered by you to take position with 
my battalion (consisting of 19 officers and 460 men) in the rifle-pits on 
the east bank of Neuse River to support a South Carolina battery com- 
manding the county bridge. 

At 8.30 we were in position, and in a few moments musketry firing 
commenced on the left of the line of battle, which was formed on the 
west side of the river, and at 9 o’clock the first gun was fired by the 
artillery. 

At 9.15 I received an order through one of your aides to march at 
double-quick across the bridge. Having crossed, I met you on the west 
side directing men pouring spirits of turpentine on cotton placed upon 
the bridge. You ordered me to take my command through the field on 
the right of the White Hall road and engage the enemy. We passed 
through the field under a fire of shell from the enemy (losing 1 man) to 
the distance of a quarter of a mile to a fence on the edge of a swamp, 
on the other side of which the enemy appeared to be in force. Here 
we engaged the enemy for some time, but the principal point of attack 
appeared to be the church known as Harriet’s Chapel, on my left, 
where was stationed a section of Starr’s battery, supported by the Sixty- 
first Regiment North Carolina Troops, under Colonel Radcliffe. At 
length the firing upon my part of the line ceased almost entirely. 
Being anxious to charge the enemy and drive him back, I sent Lieu- 
tenant Little to the section of artillery on my left to ascertain the real 
position of the enemy and of our forces, it being impossible to charge 


_ through the swamp in my front. About the time of Lieutenant Little’s 


return (without any accurate information) I received by courier a writ- 
ten order from you, as follows: 

COLONEL: Let me know if the enemy are in your front. If not, join me at the 
bridge. 

At this time, there being no indication of the enemy in front, us drew 
off in good order and returned to the bridge, but to my surprise you 
were absent, leaving no order or instructions for me. Observing that 
the South Carolina battery commanding the bridge had been removed 
and the bridge apparently deserted, I concluded you were waiting for 
me on the east side, and retreating toward Kinston I proceeded across 


- the bridge. In a few moments after crossing [was met by an officer of 


your staff with orders to go back. This order I promptly obeyed, 
marching again at a double-quick through the same field to my former 


‘position under a heavy fire of the enemy’s artillery, and was almost 


immediately hotly engaged with his infantry. In about an hour I was 
re-enforced with 90 to 100 men from the Sixty-first North Carolina, com- 
manded by Lieut. Col. [W. 8.] Devane, who took position on my right. 
The enemy made a vigorous charge at this time on my left, and was as 
vigorously repulsed. Old veterans could not have met the foe with more 
coolness and determination than these newly-tried men. He appeared 
determined to force his way through my lines. At the church I ordered 
Lieutenant-Colonel Devane to re-enforce my left. He took his position 
promptly and did good service, and I here take pleasure in testifying to 
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his coolness and undoubted bravery. With his assistance and the com- 
pany of my right flank, commanded by Lieutenant McRae, also ordered 
to the left, we held the enemy in check some time. My ammunition 
now began to fail, and after sending repeatedly to the rear could not 
be replenished. Apprehending an attempt to turn my right also Cap- 
tain McRae, acting as my lieutenant-colonel, was directed to observe 
closely and give me immediate notice of any advance in that direction. 
He reported the enemy in force, but no attempt was made to flank me 
owing, I suppose, to the impenetrable swamp between us. 

At this time, having held the enemy in check for about three hours, 
looking in vain for re-enforcements, the section of artillery near the 
chureh retired, I since learn, for want of ammunition. Immediately 
after, Lieutenant-Colonel Devane sent me word that the enemy were 
flanking us on the left, and withdrew his men toward the bridge. TF ind- 
ing myself alone and the enemy pressing upon us I ordered a retreat, 
which was made in good order, the men continuing their fire with effect. 
- At the bridge I intended to make another stand, but on approaching it 
found it on fire and crowded with men endeavoring to cross. A panic 
ensued. The enemy pressed upon us from two directions at double- 
quick in large force and the bridge the only means of escape. The 
greater portion of my command succeeded in crossing, while the other 
was driven back by the flames. 

While endeavoring to keep the men back, fearing the bridge would fall 
every moment, I was wounded in the leg by a Minie ball and obliged to 
relinquish the command to Captain McRae, whose self-possession and 
bravery should not be left unnoticed. Being under a heavy.cross-fire 
from an overwhelming force, my men and ammunition exhausted, and 
the bridge impassable, I advised Captain McRae to surrender. The 
enemy now directed his fire upon the retreating troops on the Kinston 
side, who spiritedly returned the fire with good effect, killing a colonel 
(Gray) and others near the bridge. i 


The enemy’s force was between 20,000 and 25,000 men, with seventy- ‘ 


ure a of ore General Foster admitted to me that we had re- 
pulsed three of his veteran regiments with a loss of 100-men; since as- 
certained to be about 250. F ba i 
I regret to report the loss of two of my best officers, who fell at the 
close of the engagement: Lieut. J. J. Reid, commanding Company A 
fell by my side near the bridge, and Lieut. J. H. Hill, commanding 
Company C, while retreating on the Kinston side. Both led their com- 
panies gallantly through the entire engagement. Braver or more gal- 
ae young men never drew a sword. in 
ur loss was 7 killed, 22 wounded, 8 missing, and 175 tak is 
$1 ( led, é 5 taken prisoners. 
After diligent search and inquiry for Adit. BE. N. Mann aes Toth: r 
K. Williams I am reluctantly forced to include them in the list of killed. 


Officers and men, nearly all of whom were under fire for the first 


time, behaved with the coolness, determination, and bravery of veterans 
It would be almost invidious to discriminate, but I cannot refrain 
from mentioning the conspicuous gallantry and bravery of Li 
fs 1 g " ry of Lieut. J. RB 
IcLean, commanding Company F. : 
Sea elec nae a list of killed and wounded.* 
Hoping I may be allowed to engage tl y 
i gage the enemy under more fayvora 
circumstances, I am, general, your obedient servant, ere 
PETER MALLETT, 


aN. G. Evans, Colonel, Commanding Battalion. 


~ 


* Nominal list shows 12 killed and 34 wounded, 


——s 
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Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Olingman, C. 8S. Army, commanding Bri- 
gade, of engagement at Goldsborough Bridge, December 17. 


HEADQUARTERS CLINGMAN’S BRIGADE, 
December 21, 1862. 

CAPTAIN: Before detailing the particulars of the affair of the 17th 
(Wednesday) I ought perhaps to state that I arrived at Goldsborough 
early on Tuesday morning, the 16th, accompanied by only the Eighth 
North Carolina’ Regiment, commanded by Col. [H. M.] Shaw. From 
Major-General Smith orders were received to pass to the south side of 
the Neuse River and take a position intermediate between Goldsborough 
and Dudley’s Depot, on the line of the railroad. I selected a point 
where the railroad is crossed by the road from White Hall, along which 
the enemy were expected to approach, and which is about 14 miles 
south of the railroad bridge. During the day I was re-enforced by the 
Fifty-first North Carolina Regiment, of my brigade, commanded by 
Lieut. Col. [William A.] Allen, just up from Wilmington. In the course 
of the night following the Fifty-second North Carolina Regiment, of 
Pettigrew’s brigade, commanded by Col. [J. K.] Marshall, arrived with 
orders to report to me, but to be held in reserve in the rear of the other 
two regiments. 

On the morning of the 17th, being informed by one of General Smith’s 
staff that he desired particularly to hear from me, I returned with him 
on the locomotive to Goldsborough, and was instructed by General Smith 
to report to Brigadier-General Evans and with my brigade to accompany 
him in making a reconnaissance in force to ascertain the position and 
strength of theenemy. Within afew moments after receiving this-order 
a dispatch was placed in my hands from my adjutant-general stating 
that the enemy were reported by our scouts as being in 3 miles of my 
position. This was read to General Evans while he was in the presence 
of General Smith, and he at once ordered me to go on and fight the en- 
emy, saying that he would follow with his brigade to support me. On 
returning to my command I found that the enemy in heavy force, both 
of infantry and artillery, were advancing from the southeast across the 
open fields and also from the south along the line of the railroad, while 
their cavalry were seen approaching along the county road which passed 
in my rear. It ought to be stated that the county bridge is about half 
a mile above that of the railroad, and that the road crossing it was 
nearly parallel with the railroad. Between the two is a swamp, but 
infantry can pass along the bank of the river without much difficulty, 
and 14 miles from the river the two roads are connected by a cross-road 
through a plantation. It being impossible with only three regiments 
to hold both the bridges and at the same time fight a large army, 
Colonel Marshall with the Fifty-second Regiment was stationed in front 
of the railroad bridge and Colonel Shaw with the Eighth, supported 
by a section of Starr’s battery, was placed in the field in front of the 
county bridge; Colonel Allen with the Fifty-first was between the two 
to support either in case of need. The enemy soon opened heavily, 
both with artillery and musketry, against Colonel Marshall, evidently 
with a view of reaching the railroad bridge. I therefore carried the 
Fitty-first Regiment to his support and placed it on hisright flank. So 
heavy, however, was the fire from the large force of the enemy that 
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these regiments were broken and fell back. They were soon rallied and 
taken back to their positions. The increasing volleys of musketry and 
the rapid falling of shells from the numerous batteries of the enemy, in 
spite of all my efforts to keep them longer in position, caused them to 
give way a second time. It being obvious, indeed, that so small a force 
could not long maintain a contest against such heavy odds, they were 
formed inthe rear and carried back in good order to the county bridge, and 
with the force stationed there recrossed the river. To defend the bridge 
thetwo guns of [J.B.] Starr’s battery, [Company B, Thirteenth Battalion 
North Carolina Artillery], under the command of Lieut. [T. C.] Fuller, 
were placed near it, and Colonel Marshall’s regiment lined the river bank 
below and Colonel Allen’s occupied it above, while Colonel Shaw’s was 
placed in the rear as a reserve. For the defense of the railroad there 
was placed in position on the north side of the river Colonel Pool’s 
battalion with several pieces of artillery. After the above-stated dis- 
position had been made, possibly an hour later, one of General Evans’ 
staff informed me at the county bridge that he desired to see me. On 
my going back to the field where he was posted he told me that it was 
all important to hold the county bridge and that I must do it. I re- 
plied that I was satisfied the dispositions made were sufficient, and on 
my asking as to the defenses of the railroad bridge he declared that 
all was secure there, but renewed his order to me to hold the county 
bridge. Not long after my return to it I was informed that the railroad 
page was ,on fire. After it was burned the cannonade of the enemy 
ceased. 

At a later period General Evans again sent for me, and on my going 
back to his station he ordered me to advance across the bridge with 
my entire command and attack the enemy and feel his strength. The 
Sixty-first North Carolina Regiment, of my brigade, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Devane, having by this time arrived, it with three 
already under my command and the two field pieces above mentioned 
were moved across the river. Skirmishers were thrown forward in all 
directions and the enemy was found to be posted from the river for 13 
miles along the railroad in line of battle, well protected by the high 
embankment of the road in front of them. The regiments of Shaw and 
Devane and the two guns were moved along the county road while I 
carried as rapidly as possible the regiments of Marshall and Allen down 
the river bank and placed them in line within less than 300 yards of 
the enemy’s right, but in a position where they were pretty well pro- 
tected from the artillery. They were instructed to lie down. to make 
no reply to the enemy, and no attempt to pass thé open field between 
them and the enemy until they should hear our attack on the right 
As soon, however, as that occurred they were ordered to rise and with 
a shout to move forward at arun and carry, if possible, the embanl 
ae ne which the enemy were posted. a ; Laie 

ejoining the other two regiments I led th g ‘an 
and from it by the cross-road through the seep veya S aoe ae 
left wing. I formed them in line of battle, the rieht of Colon 1'Sha : 
alee an se Nas ia wane his left and Colonel Devane’s tad 
ioward tl my’s center. ne of the field pieces, unfort t 1 , 
the giving way of the bridge, fell into a ditch and 2 parewtie 
time to take part in the action. The other : he ee eT ee a aean 
on the right of our line and was’ itself rotiotetan a ye arnt 
mishers who covered the ground for sovars anne se A Say SEIN 

6 i ed yards. Befor 

we reached the railroad, however, the enemy abandoned it and we Mite 


° 
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pied it without a struggle. The two regiments stationed near the river 
likewise advanced to it without loss, and, as I subsequently learned, Gen- 
eral Evans’ brigade soon filied up the center. After retreating from this 
position the enemy occupied a higher field in our front with a large 
number of cannon and heavy bodies of infantry drawn up in two lines 
with an interval of 100 or 200 yards between them. As soon as Lieu- 
tenant Fuller opened on them with his gun their artillery, which had 

previously directed its fire against our left where the regiments of 
Marshall and Allen were stationed, was shifted and its concentrated 


_ volleys were poured upon our right. Their position approached within 


~ 400 yards there, while from our left it was more than a half mile distant. 
With the large number of pieces they had in play it is a wonder they 
did not succeed in disabling a single gun. Notwithstanding the dis- 
parity of force and the loss of several of his men, Lieutenant Fuller, 
with the greatest gallantry, continued to reply until darkness put an 
end to the contest. During the evening the regiments of Colonels Mar- 
_ shall and Allen, by General Evans’ order as I have since learned, made 
a charge against the enemy’s position on the hill. They advanced most 
courageously, but were repulsed by heavy showers of grape and mus- 
ketry. As they had to move across an open space of 1,000 yards, swept 
by heavy batteries supported by large masses of infantry, it was barely 
possible that they could carry such a position. Their prompt and daring 
attempt furnished the highest evidence of their courage and readiness 
to obey orders. Immediately after dark the enemy retreated with his 
entire army, and soon after we recrossed the river, the troops under my 
command following General Evans’ brigade and bringing up the rear. 
‘The entire force at my disposition that day was rather below 2,000 men. 
The loss was: — 


Command. : Killed. | Wounded. | Missing. 

RES ro eO CII CMibe Ns meats veer arsinet yee amiaiefe sie sm iala'n nln a= eeeincia mice l= oe 11 58 10 
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Spe SLO MON Weta te ele tetas ope ioe yee swale Sasa wg noun sl am emind | occas sa =pe eterno cn seee sem 
ED et eae te ee tare hn ta hae eas Aeiae mies ale «aio bielaip epie sais so 20 107 18 


I cannot give the casualties of Fuller’s section precisely. IJ learn that 
the loss in the two first-named regiments occurred mainly in the charge 
above referred to; but.for this we should have had the satisfaction of 
knowing that we had, with vastly inferior force, driven the enemy from 
a strong position and obliged his whole army to retreat almost without 
loss on our part. _ 

In conclusion J take pleasure in saying that the officers and men in 
all the regiments behaved in a manner creditable to veteran troops. 

Capt. Edward White, my assistant adjutant-general, and Capt. A. M. 
Erwin, my aide-de-camp, were energetic and prompt in carrying orders 
to all parts of the field. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c., 
T. L. CLINGMAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


. Capt. A. L. EVANS, é 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Evans’ Brigade. 
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Report of Lieut, Col. Stephen D. Pool, 0. S. Artillery, of engagement at 
Goldsborough Bridge, December 17. 


GoLpsBorouGH, N. C., December 19, 1862. 


CoLONEL: Soon after daybreak the morning of the 16th instant 
my command, consisting of Companies B, G, and H, Tenth x orth Caro- 
- lina Troops, Company F, Fortieth North Carolina, and Starr’s battery of 

artillery, took the positions assigned them on the north side of Neuse 
River commanding the immediate approaches to the railroad and county 
bridges. 

i ensthitig remained quiet until about noon of the 17th, when the 
enemy, occupying the south side of the river and east of the railroad, 
opened fire with evident design of destroying the bridge. To effect this 
their batteries employed for about two hours shell and solid shot, occa- 

- sionally discharging shrapnel along the north bank of the river to dis- 
lodge any force there.. The south bank of the river west of the railroad 
was occupied by a portion of Brigadier-General Clingman’s brigade, 
the left of the Fifty-second North Carolina Troops, Colonel Marshall, 
resting against the bridge. Orders were sent me by Colonel Marshall 
not to open fire with the section of Starr’s battery, commanding the 
bridge, until his troops retired. About 2 p. m. the Fifty-second broke 
and in confusion retired from the bridge, leaving the south of that im- 
portant structure entirely undefended except by the forces on the north 
bank of the Neuse. Orders were immediately sent by me to Captain 
Starr to open fire with shrapnel on the mouth of the bridge to prevent 
the enemy if possible from entering and destroying it. The order was 
immediately obeyed. While the left of the Fifty-second was retiring I 
saw a sinall force of the enemy running down the railroad bank, shout- 

ing and yelling asifin pursuit. Suspecting their design to be to enter 
and destroy the bridge, I cautioned my men to be on the alert and as 
soon as they came within range to pour their fire into them. This was ' 
done so effectually that two were instantly killed; the others fled pre- 
cipitately. Our fire having disclosed our exact position, the enemy 
opened upon us with a most severe fire of canister, shell, and shrapnel 
for about half an hour, our guns replying with rapidity and effect. 
During this fire my men on the banks of the river remained perfectly 
quiet, receiving the enemy’s fire unflinchingly. Thinking they had dis- 
lodged us, the enemy sent forward 2 men to effect the destruction of 
the bridge by fire. I cautioned my men of the approach of the men 
and as soon as they broke cover for the bridge fire was opened upon 
them. One fell back wounded, the other succeeded in reaching the 
projecting brick-work, where he was enabled to complete his work in 
perfect security from any fire from the north bank of the river. No 
effort was spared by my men to reach him with their fire. Different 
points of the bridge were selected, and shot after shot poured in in the 
vain hope of killing him. His work proved successful, and in less than 
ten minutes the entire southern and eastern faces of the bridge were in 
flames. Seeing the destruction completed, I gave orders to retire to 

the rear of the section of Starr’s battery posted on the railroad. Sub- 
sequently my entire command was ordered to the county bridge; two 

pieces of the battery were placed in position. Companies B and F 
were posted on the west side of the bridge, while Companies G and Ag 

took position on the east—all on the north bank of the river, Here we 

remained during the night and until ordered to this point next day. 
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Late in the afternoon of the 17th one section of Starr’s battery, in 
charge of Virst Lieut. T. C. Fuller, engaged the enemy south of the 
river, near the point where the county road crosses the railroad. All 
speak in terms of praise of the gallantry displayed here, and of the effi- 
ciency of Lieutenant Fuller’s fire. The details of this engagement do 
not come within the scope of this report. Justice will be done by the 


 prigadier-general commanding at that point. 


1 cannot close this report without expressing my admiration of the 


coolness with which my officers and men stood fire for more than two 


hours without an opportunity of returning it, and of the gallantry dis- 


“played by all of Captain Starr’s officers and men engaged. Killed, 3; 


_ wounded, 6. Captain Starr received a slight wound on.arm from frag- 
ment of spent shell. 


I have the honor to be, colonel, yours, very respectfully, 
STEPHEN D. POOL, 
Tieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Battalion Artillery. . 


No. 39. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Beverly H. Robertson, OC. S. Army, commanding Bri- 
gade, of engagement at White Hall, December 16. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Goldsborough, N C., December 19, 1862. 

JAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that in accordance with your 
order I left Mosely Hall, on the Goldsborough and Kinston Railroad, 
at 11.30 a. m., Loth instant, and, with Leventhorpe’s regiment, portions 
of Ferebee’s and Evans’ regiments, and a section of artillery from [J. 
W.| Moore’s [Third North Carolina] battalion, commanded by Lieut. 
[N.| McClees, proceeded to White Hall, onthe Neuse River, to burn the 
bridge at that point and dispute the enemy’s crossing should he attempt 
to turn our right. Having no cavalry I impressed a citizen guide and 
pushed forward to reconnoiter in advance of my command. Upon 
reaching White Hall I learned that the enemy had not made his ap- 
pearance there. I then ordered my guide to scout toward Kinston to 
prevent surprise. One hour later my force arrived and I made rapid 
preparations for burning the bridge. Making a personal examination 
some miles to the front without finding the enemy, I returned to White 
Hall. Shortly afterward citizens, with jaded horses and apparently 
much excited, announced the enemy was advancing. I ordered Major 
Jackson and Lieut. [W. N.] Worthington to watch his movements, but 
they could not find him. 1 waited his approach until nearly dark and 
determined to recross and burn the bridge, according to my orders. 
The torch had scarcely been applied when the enemy’s cavalry appeared 
with artillery. They shelled the woods until late at night, destroying 
the gunboat in process of construction on this side. Several men, tak- 
ing off their clothes, attempted to cross the river by swimming, but 
were driven back by our sharpshooters. From the force displayed it 
was evidently his intention to cross the White Hall Bridge. 2 

About 9a. m.on the 16th a brisk picket skirmish commenced. I visited 
the bridge, and after giving the necessary instructions went back to 
order up the Thirty-first North Carolina Regiment, Col. [John V.] Jor- 
dan, which had arrived during the night, and which I placed in posi- 
tioh as much sheltered as circumstances would permit. I then posted 
the artillery as well as the nature of the ground would admit and or- 
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dered both shell and solid shot to be fired. For some time previous the ; 
enemy had been firing from 12 to 18 pounders, some of immense cali- : 
ber. Owing to a range of hills on the White Hall side the enemy had : 
the advantage of position. The point occupied by his troops being | 
narrow, not more than one regiment at a time could advantageously : 
engage him. I therefore held Leventhorpe, Ferebee, and Evans in 
reserve, leaving the artillery, Thirty-first Regiment, and two picket 
companies in front. The cannonading from the enemy’s batteries be- 
came so terrific that the Thirty-first Regiment withdrew from their 
position without nstructions but in good order. I immediately or- 
dered Colonel Leventhorpe forward. The alacrity with which the order 
was obeyed by his men gave ample proof of their gallant bearing, 
which they so nobly sustained during the entire fight, which raged with 
intensity for several hours after they became engaged. No veteran 
soldiers ever fought better or inflicted more terrible loss upon an enemy 
considering the numbers engaged. . It was with difficulty they could be 
withdrawn from the field. Three times did they drive the Yankee 
cannoneers from their guns and as often prevent their infantry regi- 
ments from forming line in their front. In spite of the four hostile 
regiments whose standards waved from the opposite bank did these 
brave men continue to hold their ground, and finally drove the enemy 
in confusion from the field. More than 100 of their dead and wounded 
were left upon the river bank. The conduct of this regiment reflects 
the greatest credit upon its accomplished and dauntless commander. 

Colonel Ferebee, of the Fifty-ninth Regiment, displayed the most sig- 
nal coolness and courage. For several hours, with 15 men of the picket 
guard belonging to the Eleventh Regiment, he fought the enemy at close 
quarters, notwithstanding his own command was not in action. 

The Fifty-ninth and Sixty-third Regiments, although in reserve, were 
nevertheless exposed toa galling fire from the enemy’s artillery. A 
few were killed and a number wounded. Both officers and men behaved 
admirably. 

The section of artillery was remarkably well served, Lieutenant Me- 
Clees and his men remaining cool and collected. 
_. My thanks are especially due to Maj. George Jackson, Capt. Charles 
H. Gordon, and Lieutenant Worthington, members of my staff, for their 
cc services and their prompt delivery of orders under the heaviest 

The soldierly qualities displayed by Colonel Leventhorpe on the march 
ae during the action, to which I can bear witness, seit gly recommend 

“WA ~ the favor able consideration of the authorities. 
ie ek Mak ae arms and a quantity of clothing were collected 

I regret having to report the death of Lieut. [W. N. M.] Means, C 
pany i, Eleventh Regiment North Carolina Tues, and digg Bight age 
geant Bristol, Company B, of the same regiment. They both fell lik 3 
ae ae a4 ae faithful performance of their duty. : 
eh Be Ge though not accurately ascertained, is known to 

I herewith inclose a list* of killed and wounded on our si 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, ia 


B. H. ROBERTSON, 


Oapt. A. L. Evans, Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Hvans’ Brigade, in the Field. 


*Nominal list shows 10 killed and 42 wounded. 
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DECEMBER 22, 1862.—Skirmishes near Windsor and at Joyner's Ferry, on 
the Blackwater, Va. 


_ Report of Brig. Gen, Orris 8. Ferry, U. 8. Army. 
SUFFOLK, December 23, 1862. 


GENERAL: Lieutenant-Colonel Onderdonk, with 200 of Dodge’s cay- 
alry, had a skirmish with a force of the enemy, consisting of artillery, 


cavalry, and infantry, 4 miles beyond Windsor yesterday. Colonel On- 


derdonk was conveying the ballot-boxes to Smithfield, and this force 
was sent across from Zuni to intercept him. He succeeded in extricat- 
ing himself with the loss of 4 horses, but no men. He captured 2 of the 
enemy, and believes that he killed a number with his rifles. 

Iieutenant-Colonel Stetzel, of Spear’s cavalry, yesterday made a re- 
connaissance to Joyner’s Ford with four companies. He found theenemy 
there in considerable force, and had a sharp skirmish across the river. 
He captured 4 of their pickets and 1 horse, without loss to himself. 


O. S. FERRY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe. 


DECEMBER 28, 1862.—Skirmishes near Suffolk and at Providence Church, Va. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Orris S. Ferry, U. 8S. Army. 


[DECEMBER 29, 1862.] 
Colonel Gibbs, sent out by me at 3 o’clock p. m. yesterday toward 


- Carrsville to occupy the enemy while Spinola’s column was moving 


out, came in contact with the enemy’s scouting parties a short distance 
beyond our pickets. He drove them back, capturing 9 of them, and 
bivouacked about 10 miles from here. The prisoners say that Pryor 
was at Carrsville with two brigades of infantry, two regiments of cav- 
alry, and nine pieces of artillery. Colonel Gibbs returned at daylight 
this morning. I send the prisoners to the Fortress to-day. 

On the Windsor road an attack was made on our vedettes at Provi- 
dence Church at 4 o’clock p. m. yesterday. The vedettes were driven 
in, but the reserves attacked and repulsed the enemy, driving them 
back several miles to a main body of about 300 cavalry. 


’ O. S. FERRY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe. 
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JANUARY 7-9, 1863.—Expedition from Yorktown to West Point and White 
ee House, Va. 


Report of Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, U. S. Army, commanding Fourth 
, Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTH ARMY CORPS, 
Yorktown, Va., January 10, 1863. 


Sir: [have the honor to submit the following report of a successful 
raid up the country between the Pamunkey and Mattapony Rivers and 
hite House. : 

e ab iactenéat of cavalry of the Fifth Pennsylvania and Sixth New 
York Regiments, under Maj. W. P. Hall, and another of the One hun- 
dred and fifteenth New York Infantry, under Captain McKittrick, 300 
in all, left Yorktown on the evening of the 7th instant in steamers co- 
operating with the strong naval forces on this station. — 

It was concerted with Capt. I’. A. Parker,* comm anding the gunboats 
on the York River, that he would clear out the Pamunkey and destroy 
the railroad station, &c., at the White House, while the infantry shovld 
hold West Point with the aid of a gunboat and the cavalry should sweep 
the roads and country on the left bank. U nfortunately, however, the 
water was too low to enable the vessel to reach the White House. Ma- 
jor Hall therefore crossed the river at that point in a skiff with a small 
party, burnt the ferry-boat, also a small steamer calied the Little Ma- 
gruder, two sloops loaded with grain, two barges, four pontoon boats, 
a storehouse containing a thousand bushels of wheat, &c., a quantity 
of whisky, soap, salt, We. . 

The torch was then applied to the railroad depot, which contained 
freight for Richmond; the tank, the rolling stock, signal station, sutler’s 
buildings, &c. When the destruction was complete the party recrossed 
the river. 

On the left bank of the Pamunkey the cavalry captured and brought 
in 6 wagons and 2 carts, with 26 mules and 8 horses. The wagons were 
laden with “blockade goods,” such as salt, black-lead, gum-shelae, 
buckles and rings, gutta-percha belting, bars of tin and iron, brass wire, 
60 ounces of quinine, and a lot of gold lace, stripes, and stars for rebel 
uniforms. 

The expedition got off without its destination being known or sus- 
pected by any person except Captain Parker and myself. The conduct 
of Maj. W. P. Hall, Sixth New York Cavalry, entitles him to special 
notice and praise. His success was complete, and he lost neither man . 
nor horse. ~ 

It will not, I trust, be deemed out of place to say that the success of 
the land part of the expedition was largely indebted to Captain Parker’s 
adinirable management, of his vessels. On this and many other occa- 
sions I have noticed the zealand good judgment of that naval officer. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HK. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding Fourth Army Corps. 
Major-General Drx, 
Commanding Department of Virginia. 


*Por Commander Parker’s report see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Nay 
December 7, 1863, : Be eS Noe 
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| Cuar. XXX.) EXPEDITION FROM SUFFOLK. co aes 


JANUARY 8-10, 1863.—Expedition from Suffolk toward the Blackwater, Va. 
Report of Col. Samuel P. Spear, Eleventh Pennsylwania Cavalry.* 
Hers. ELEVENTH PENNSYLVANIA VOL. CAVALRY, 


Camp Suffolk, Va., January 12, 1863. 


Str: I have the honor to transmit the following report of the recon- 
Naissance made by me, in obedience to instructions dated Headquar- 
ters, Suffolk, Va., January 7, 1863: 


__ I left Suffolk on the morning of the 8th instant in command of the 


following force, viz: Howard’s battery, six pieces; the One hundred and 


| fifty-fifth, One hundred and twelfth, and One hundred and thirtieth New 


York Volunteers; the One hundred and sixty-fifth Pennsylvania Mili- 
tia, and 600 of my own regiment (Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry), am- 
bulances, &c., for the purpose of protecting General Ferry’s embarka- 
tion on the river Chowan, some 37 miles from Suffolk. I encamped on 


- the night of the 8th near Holland’s Corners. 


Next morning I started toward Carrsville, as the spirit of my instrue- 


tions was such as to “leave much to my discretion,” relative to the 


_ approach of the enemy from any quarter. At Carrsville I received val- 


uable information from Mr. Whitehead, which afterwards proved to be 
correct, that Pryor was down in the vicinity of Barber’s Cross-Roads 
with a large force. I at once got into position, supposing that my 
presence toward Somerton would no longer be necessary. After re- 
maining here for about an hour a dispatch was received ordering me at 
once to Somerton (as per original instructions). I obeyed the order, 
countermarched, and had proceeded to the Quaker Church, on the Som- 
erton road, whep another dispatch was received directing re-enforce- 
ments to report to me, and Maj. Samuel Wetherill, with three companies 
of cavalry and the One hundred and sixty-fourth New York Volunteers, 
reported. 

J encamped at the Quaker Church, and the next morning the Thir- 
teenth Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Dobbs, reported, when, according 
to the dispatch, I proceeded with the entire force to Blanchard’s Cor- 
ners; thence to McClenna’s Station; thence, via Deserted House, West- 
ern Branch Church, &c., to Windsor. At Windsor my. advance, com- 
manded by Lieut. John L. Roper, captured a dispatch, directed to 
General R. A. Pryor, in the hands of two Confederate cavalry. These 
prisoners, with their horses, were immediately sent to headquarters, and 
J will here remark that great credit is due to Lieutenant Roper for his 
prompt, energetic, and faithful performance of the important duty of 
leading the advance of such a large body of troops. 

At this point (Windsor) I sent out detachments of cavalry in every 
direction to ascertain the direction of the enemy, and in about one hour 
discovered that he had retired on the road direct to Carrsville, passing 
over the same ground I occupied the previous day, and crossed the 
river at Franklin with his wagons, stores, troops, &c. I found Mr. 
Whitehead’s information, relative to the strength and location of the 
enemy, to be correct, and was of the following strength, viz: Fourteen 
pieces of artillery, 1,500 to 2,000 cavalry, and about 6,000 infantry. I 
have put this at the lowest estimate; some have estimated his strength 
at 12,000 men, consisting of all arms. 

At Windsor I encamped on the same ground occupied by Pryor the 
day previous, and sent a‘dispatch to headquarters for rations, forage, 


* Seo also Peck to Dix, January 10, in ‘‘ Correspondence, ete.” 
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; i ded 
a ssaries, which call was quickly and correctly respon 
i ehiah gave grent comfort to both men and horses in a most tremen- 
in-storm. 

Sate 6 bivouac of about eae pa raihiee 2 
ments § in every direction, I haa a consu 1 the . 
De ar the different arms which resulted in the Liseibaat se i a ; 
return to Suffolk; and it being in accordance with instructions a 
at 5.50 p.m. on the Petersburg road via Providence Church, a 
bridge, &c., on my return, and reported in person to the commanding 
general at 8 p- m. on the night of the 10th instant. I found that the 
new regiments of infantry lately arrived (One hundred and fifty-fifth and 
One hundred and sixty-fourth) used their entire three days’ rations in 
two, and did not take with them their shelter-tents. I find these shel- 
ter-tents to be of indispensable use on reconnaissances, marches, &¢., as 
they do for both blanket, bed, or tent, as the weather might demand. 

It gives me great pleasure to report the fact of the valuable assist- - 
ance rendered by Colonel Gibbs, commanding the infantry. Nearly the 
entire three days and nights he was constantly in the saddle, first at 
one point and then at another, encouraging his men, supplying their ; 
wants, and exhibiting sound judgment in all his orders, positions, and 
maneuvers, ever ready at a moment’s warning to place the infantry, 
without noise or confusion, at any place required. Captain Howard, 
chief of artillery, was prompt and untiring in his duty and always ready 
to cheerfully execute all directions and orders ina true, spirited manner. 
He and his officers are all worthy of my best thanks. The cavalry, under 
command of Major Wetherill, were all that could be desired, caring well 
for their horses. They performed their arduous duty in such a manner 
as to prove beyond a doubt that in case of greater emergency their 
pride will always be “to horse,” and their results a faithful execution of - 
existing orders. Major Stratton, who first led the cavalry before the 
arrival of Major Wetherill, performed his duty in his usual thorouga 
manner, and is to my command a very useful and valuable officer. 

Colonel Dodge reported at the Deserted House with 200 cavalry, and 
very kindly offered his services in any manner I might suggest. His 
urbanity and politeness is worthy of emulation. The entire command, 
through rain, mud, and water, are deserving of my warmest commenda- 
tion in expressing their readiness at any, moment to execute any orders 
and under any circumstances. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c., 
S. P. SPEAR, 
Col. Bleventh Pennsylvania Vol. Cav., Comdg. Expedition. 
Maj. B. B. Foster, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JANUARY 9, 1863.—Skirmish near Providence Church, Va. 
Report of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8S. Army. 


Fort MONROE, VA., January 15, 1863. 
The Richmond papers are boasting that General Pryor repulsed our 
troops near Providence Church on the 9th instant. The following dis- 
patch of the 10th from General Peck gives the true version of the affair. 
The attack was repulsed by our Mounted Rifles, under Maj, [James N. 
Wheelan. Itis due to the latter and to our troops that the truth should 


a 


ea 
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a 


Bis known, and if you see no objection I would be glad to hayc is- 
patch published : : . . 2 igs ein 


‘ 


___ The enemy crossed the Blackwater in considerable force and attempted ye 
_ todrive inour right at Providence Church. Infantry, cavalry, and Sheol eee 
ployed by the rebels, but they were repulsed by Major Wheelan’s New York Mounted 
Rifles. At dusk the enemy’s advance was charged and driven back upon his sup- 
port. At intervals through the night shells were thrown from rebel batteries, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


~~ Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatxucx, 
qt General-in- Chief. 


JANUARY 17-21, 1863.—Reconnaissance from New Berne to Pollocksville, 
Trenton, Young’s Cross-Roads, and Onslow, N. C., and skirmishes (19th) at 
- White Oak Creek and (20th) near Jacksonville. 


REPORTS. 


No, 1.—Col. Simon H. Mix, Third New York Cavalry. 
No. 2.—Col. Augustus B. R. Sprague, Fifty-first Massachusetts Infantry. 


: 


No. 1. 
~ Report of Col. Simon H. Mix, Third New York Cavalry. 


NEW BERNE, N. C., January 22, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders I marched 
from New Berne on the morning of the 17th instant with eight com- 
panies of my regiment and proceeded a distance of about 12 miles up 
the south bank of the Trent River to Mill Creek, near Pollocksville, 
where a halt became necessary in consequence of the destruction of a 
bridge across that stream. The bridge was expeditiously rebuilt and 
my line of march resumed through Pollocksville a short distance on the 
road toward Trenton, where, at an angle of a thickly-wooded road, three 
shots in rapid succession were fired from an ambush on the advance 
guard of my column. A halt was immediately ordered, when it was 
discovered that the road was blockaded by trees felled across it for some 
distance in front. I communicated the fact to Colonel Amory, acting 
brigadier-general, in command of the expedition, who ordered me to 
encamp my regiment for the night. 

The obstruction being removed at this point, I moved my regiment 
at 7 a.m. on the morning of the 18th, reaching Trenton, 13 miles dis- 
tant from Pollocksville, about 11 o’clock a.m. Several points on the 
route, about midway between Pollocksville and ‘Trenton, were block- 
aded by felled trees, and a large mill-dam, the flow from which crosses 
the road within a half mile of Trenton, was found to be cut, with the 
evident intention of flooding the road to prevent my passage into the 
town. The cut in the dam was repaired in season to prevent great de- 
lay in my march. 

At Trenton I discovered some rebel cavalry, who retreated up the 
White Hall road toward Kinston. A strong blockade of felled trees 
across the road, densely wooded, and swamps on both sides prevented 
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my pursuit. Immediate preparations were made for ee i oe 
blockade, and the bridge across the river at Trenton was burned an 
destroyed to the water’s edge. The blockade of the road in the mean 
time having been removed I marched up the White Hall road about 6 
miles and destroyed a bridge which crossed the Trent River at that 
oint. : 

i This accomplished and night arriving I countermarched my regiment 
to Trenton and encamped for the night. I countermarched to Trenton 
as a matter of necessity, inasmuch as the road leading to Comfort, as I 
ascertained, was blockaded to such an extent as to defy all farther 
progress in that direction. 

On the morning of the 19th, at 7 o’clock, I marched from Trenton 
without obstruction to Young’s Cross-Roads, taking a road southward, 
which intersects the main: road from Trenton to Pollocksville, 4 miles 
from the latter place. 

The distance from Trenton to Young’s Cross-Roads by this route is 
17 miles. I reached Young’s Cross-Roads about noon and found the 
bridge across White Oak River, 1 mile below Young’s Cross-Roads, on 
the road leading toward Jacksonville, destroyed, and a strong barri- 
cade erected on the opposite bank to oppose its reconstruction. ,; 

From this barricade my advance was fired upon without effect as it 
neared the stream. A howitzer was brought forward and the barricade 
stormed with canister, which had the effect to silence the enemy’s fire 
and cause him to retreat from the position. In so great haste did the 
eae ay retire that he left behind five sabers and a quantity of ammu- 
nition. 

Preparations were made to rebuild the bridge across White Oak 
River, and my regiment, after carefully reconnoitering the adjacent 
roads, encamped at Young’s Cross-Roads for the night. During the 
evening two contrabands came within our lines, who stated that they 
were with the enemy at the time of my firing into the stockade at 
White Oak River, and that the rebel officer in command received three 
severe wounds at the first fire of the howitzer. I retained these con- 
trabands as guides, and procured from them reliable information. 

The bridge across White Oak River was completed and crossed on 
the morning of the 20th instant at 10 o’clock. Leaving all my trans- 
portation behind at Young’s Cross-Roads with the infantry, I pressed my 
regiment forward in the direction of Jacksonville with great rapidity. 

Vive miles from Young’s Cross-Roads my advance guard met and 
surprised a company of rebel cavalry, about 50 in number, which was 
pursued at a gallop for nearly 12 miles by a portion of Major Cole’s 
battalion, my regiment being kept up at supporting distance. 

_ When within about 5 miles of Jacksonville, and about 20 distant 
from Young's Cross-Roads, our pursuit was checked by the destruction 
of a bridge across Big Northeast Run, a stream about 20 feet in width 
which bridge had been previously arranged for speedy removal; oh 
stockade had been erected about 100 yards on the opposite side of this 
stream, at the end of a deep, wooded gorge, from which a heavy volle 
of oc. was poured back upon our advance. f 
e howitzer was again brought to bear, the ke sared, ai 
the bridge repaired. At this point Thad 1 man xilled ae 
but not fatally wounded by the enemy’s fire. My regiment again moved 
forward and reached the intersection of the road leadin g from Comfort 
to Jacksonville, 3 miles from the latter place, where I halted, after as- 
nena that the bridge across New River at J acksonville ‘would ‘pe 
estroyed by fire on our approach and.all communication with the en- 
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emy in that direction would be cut off; he having safely arrived on the 


_ opposite side. 


After a short halt at this last-mentioned place, night approaching 
and a terrible storm of rain and wind setting in, I countermarched my 

regiment to Young’s Cross-Roads, which point was reached at 10 p. m., 
where I again encamped for the night. My entire return march was 
through a heavy storm of wind and rain, which caused the road to be- 
come very heavy and difficult to travel. 

I captured 3 prisoners between Young’s Cross-Roads and Jackson- 
ville, and also took of the enemy’s transportation three wagons with 
three pairs of mules attached, and one mule-saddle, with holsters, pis- 
_ tols, &c. With one of the prisoners a horse was captured. 

Believing my orders had been obeyed and carried out to the full ex- 
_ tent of my ability to perform the same, on the morning of the 21st in- 

- stant I returned with my command to New Berne, N.., reaching that 

place at 3 o’clock p. m. 
I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
[SIMON H. MIX, 
Colonel, &e. | 

Lieut. Col. SourHARD HOFFMAN, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Eighteenth Army Corps. 


No. 2. 


Report of Col. Augustus B. Rk. Sprague, Fifty-jirst Massachusetts Infantry. 


FOSTER BARRACKS, January 21, 1863. 

On the 17th instant, in conformity to Special Orders, No. 14, joining 
a portion of the First Brigade and a detachment of artillery and the 
Third New York Cavalry, I marched with seven companies of my com- 
mand (Companies F’, EK, and G being on detached service) by Brice’s 
Creek and the south side of the Trent River to Pollocksville, about 13 
miles distant; arrived at 5 p. m. and went into bivouac for the night. 
On the morning of the 18th two companies, under the command of Major 
Harkness, marched with the main column toward Trenton, while I was 
ordered, with the five remaining companies and a detachment of cav- 
alry, to guard the approaches and hold Pollocksville till the return of 
the main force. This was successfully accomplished, and upon the re- 
turn of the main body at noon of 19th instant, I received instructions 
to move five companies to Young’s Cross-Roads and hold that point till 
the arrival of the main column. 

Without a guide we passed the spot known as Young’s Cross-Roads 
(about 7 miles from Pollocksville), and coming suddenly upon White 
Oak Creek my advance guard received the fire of the enemy’s outposts 
on the other side of the river, the bridge having been destroyed and a 
breastwork of logs formed for their protection. The advance, under the 
direct command of Lieutenant-Colonel Studley, returned the fire and 
the enemy retired. 

In obedience to instructions we bivouacked at the cross-roads, and at 
evening were joined by the Third New York Cavalry. Soon after day- 
light, 20th instant, crossed White Oak River with a detachment and 
established an outpost on the Jacksonville road to guard the approaches 
while the bridge over the creek was being rebuilt, The main force, 
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] Amory, arrived and a portion of the cavalry pressed. for- 
Bee natn as Jacksonville and reported the enemy 1n force at 
that place. The object of the expedition accomplished, we left Smith’s 
Mill on the morning of the 21st, passing through Pollocksville, and ar- 
rived at New Berne in the evening. A heavy rain during the preceding 
night made muddy roads and overflowing streams. William P. Kent, 
of Company I, who marched in apparent good health, was taken sud- 
deuly ill and died in an ambulance oF Be route. ace en 
r to be, very respectiu our obedient servant, 
I have the honor t 5 J p pe So RAGUE, 
Colonel Fifty-first Massachusetts Regiment. 
Lieut. EK. T. PARKINSON, ; 
A. A. A. G., First Brigade, Dept. of North Carolina. 


° 


3 JANUARY 19, 1863.—Scout from Williamsburg and skirmish at Burnt 
. Ordinary, Va. 


Report of Maj. William G. McCandless, Fifth Pennsylwania Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTH ARMY CORPS, 
Yorktown, Va., January 21, 1863. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward the followin g report of a scout 
made on the 10th instant by Major McCandless, of the Fifth Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry, sent out by Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, commanding that 
regiment, under orders from myself: 


I left camp with a scouting party, consisting of 120 men, at 9o0’clock a.m. When, 
beyond the picket, at the point where the roads diverge, I divided my command, 
sending one party by the York River with orders to join the main column at the Six 
Mile Ordinary and another party up the Jamestown road to the Chickahominy River 
with instructions to go by way of Centreville and join me at the Burnt Ordinary, 
while I proceeded with the remainder of my force directly up the Richmond road. 

At the Six Mile Ordinary the party reported having seen nothing of the enemy. My 
strength was now about 80 men. With this number I went on up the Richmond road, 
and when arrived at Mrs. Pickett’s gate, 9 miles from Williamsburg, I came upon the 
enemy’s first post of 3 mounted men and at the brick church half a mile farther on dis- 
covered their reserve of 16men, who were at once chased by my advance guard, under 
Lieutenant Vezin, as far as the Burnt Ordinary, at which point they were met by a foree 
of the enemy’s cavalry coming alongside the Centreville road, and who, dashing upon 
the head of the advance guard with a sudden swoop, succeeded in cutting off and 
capturing 4 of our men, who, in the excitement, had gotten 300 or 400 yards in advance 
and then began instantly to draw up in line of battle. Lieutenant Vezin, seeing the 
fate of his men and perceiving that an instant’s delay would give the enemy time to 
form, and notwithstanding the fact that he had but 13 men with him, ordered the 
rest of the advance guard to ‘‘ draw saber and charge,” which was done in the most 
gallant manner and in the face of a volley from the enemy’s guns. 

_ The flashing of our sabers in air and the shouts of the men as they charged upon the 
foe was more than\the enemy could stand, and breaking at once in every direction 
they fled precipitately, about 20 returning up the Centreville road and the balance 
taking the Diascund road, which party being the larger we pursued and succeeded in 
retaking 3 of our captured men, with their horses and arms, and in capturing 4 of 
the enemy, besides wounding one other, who, however, escaped through the Bie 
leaving his horse in our hands. I regret to have to report the loss by capture of Pri- 
vate McNeill and the injury of Private John Brown, who was shot in the side. We 
co Ne nee 3 miles beyond the Burnt Ordinary, but their horses being fresh 
good o escay es they all, with the exception of those above mentioned, made 

aving learned the force of the enemy to consist of one regi j 
500 cavalry stationed at Diascund Bridge I returned to cant be the Cannan i Besce 
and was joined on the road by the party who went to the Chickahominy River, Th , 
reported no enemy in sight on either side of that river, 6 He 
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~ The activity and energy of the officers and men of the Fifth Pennsylva- 
nia Cavalry and the uniform success which has attended their numerous 


scouts during the last three months are worthy of notice. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E..D. KEYES, 
aoe Major-General, Commanding Corps. 
Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps and Dept. of Virginia. 


JANUARY 27-28, 1863.—Reconnaissances on the Neuse, Dover, and Trent 


Roads, N. C. 
Report of Col. John Richter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry. 


HpDqQrs. OuTPOSTS, CAMP FIFTY-EIGHTH REGT. PA. VOLS., 
January 28, 1863. 


Srr: I have the honor to report that in order to close our lines effect- 
ually and at the same time to obtain information of the position of the 
enemy on my front, I yesterday dispatched strong parties on the Neuse 
‘and Dover roads; also on the railroad and on the Trent road. My di- 
rections were to feel the enemy, capturing his small parties and out- 
posts but avoiding those which showed strength, and to obtain as much 
intelligence as possible. My several parties returned this evening. 

On the Neuse and Dover roads the bridges over Core Creek were 
found broken down, and no posts on this side, and no parties met ex- 
cept one of a few men near the creek on the Neuse road, who retired 
hastily and escaped into the woods. There were no pickets on the 
Dover road crossing or the railroad, but a very small one at the Neuse, 
beyond the creek. 

The railroad bridge at Core Creek was found standing, but the up- 
rights are chopped nearly off close to the water, so as to fall readily. 
From the information obtained the enemy seem to have retired to Sandy 
Ridge, some 24 miles beyond Core Creek, where they are fortifying them- 
selves. They also have blocked up the cross-roads, between the railroad 
and the Dover road. The force at Sandy Ridge is reported by residents 
of the vicinity to be two companies, and they also report that General 
Evans is in command at Kinston, but with what force they do not know 
or choose to say. 

On the Trent road while a working party which I sent to finish block- 
ing the roads on the flank of Deep Gully was thus engaged, the escort, 
Company K, of the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, under Capt. 
Cecil Clay, moved in advance. On the Trent road, near the 14-mile 
post, a blockade was found obstructing effectually the passage of artil- 
lery and cavalry, and continuing more or less complete to beyond the 
eighteenth post. At the forks of the Trent road Captain Clay dis- 
covered a post of the enemy, which, by judicious arrangements, he sur- 
rounded and surprised, capturing the whole party—8 infantry and 2 
cavalry. In this little affair, Captain Clay reports that good service was 
rendered by Lieutenant Wells (Company F), who, being with him for 
topographical purposes, had command of the squad which made the 
actual capture; also that his men behaved admirably. 
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e¢ depart- 
d horses taken will be turned over to the proper 
coe ‘The eater, 10 in number, I send to headquarters under charge 
of Captain Clay. 


a9 if i t 
Very respectfully, your obedient servanss  emgR JONES, 


Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


Lieut. Col. SouTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Highteenth Army Corps. 


JANUARY 30, 1863.—Engagement at Deserted House, or Kelly's Store, 
near Suffolk, Va. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.--Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army. 

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Michael Corcoran, U. 8. Army. 

No. 3.—Col. Samuel P. Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

No. 4.—Col. William McEvily, One hundred and fifty-fifth New York Infantry. 
No. 5.—Brig. Gen. Roger A. Pryor, C. 8. Army. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8S. Army. 


= HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES FORCES, 
Suffolk, Va., February 4, 1863. 


On January 29 information reached me that General Pryor had been 
encamped at Holland’s Corners, 14 miles distant, with a force of all 
arms, the preceding night. Captain Ward, of the Eleventh Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry, was promptly dispatched to procure reliable data and 
watch his movements. Late in the afternoon this most valuable and 
daring oflicer reported that General Pryor had gone in the direction of 
the Deserted House, with some 2,000 infantry, 500 cavalry, and a num- 
ber of pieces of artillery. Parties were sent to the indicated point and 
returned about 8 p. m. with information of his arrival there. I at once 
organized a special force, consisting of the following: Eleventh Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry, Colonel Spear; Follett’s (Fourth U. 8S. Artillery) bat- 
tery; Davis’ (Seventh Massachusetts) battery; two mountain howitzers; 
the Thirteenth Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Dobbs; the Sixth Massa- 
chusetts, Colonel Follansbee; the One hundred and thirtieth New York, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Thorp; the One hundred and sixty-seventh Penn- 
sylvania, Colonel Knoderer; the Sixty-ninth New York, Colonel Mur- 
phy, and the One hundred and fifty-fiftth New York, Colonel MeEvily ; 
Colonel Gibbs commanding the infantry (amounting, by the morning 
reports of that day, to some 4,800 total), and placed it under the com- 
mand of Brig. Gen. M. Corcoran. 

He left about 1 a. m., with instructions to proceed cautiously, ascer- 
tain the locality of the enemy and force him from his position, inflicting 
all the loss possible. About 3.20 a. m. the cavalry came upon the rebel 
picket, driving it in and back upon the enemy’s main line of battle, 
Follett’s battery, supported by the Thirteenth Indiana Regiment, and 


\ 
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two sections of Davis’ battery, supported by the One hundred and thir- 
tieth New York Regiment, were pushed forward to an open space in 
front of the enemy by the light of the camp-fires. At 3.40 a. m. Follett 
opened his fire and was immediately replied to by all the Confederate 
artillery. Davis’ battery joined in and the cannonade was continued 
without cessation until 6 a.m. General Corcoran ordered the infan- 
try fo advance at 5.15 a. m., but the order was not promptly executed, 
although given more than once. He says the One hundred and sixty- 
seventh Pennsylvania became a confused mass, mixed up with other 
regiments, and filled up the entire road, leaving it impassable and ere- 
ating a temporary contusion among some other regiments in the rear. 
At the request of the lieutenant-colonel it was sent to the rear to restore 
confidence and reform. 

About 6 a. m. one section of artillery was placed in the road, with the 
Thirteenth Indiana on the right and the One hundred and thirtieth New 
York on the left, supported by the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
and the whole, under Colonel Spear, advanced upon the enemy. Other 
regiments were formed in successive lines, supporting the movement. 
Upon the approach of this determined mass the enemy faltered and 
commenced his retreat. He was pursued vigorously until the troops 
reached a thick wood and marsh. The One hundred and thirtieth New 
York and cavalry were sent forward to reconneiter and: found, the en- 
emy well posted at the distance of 2 miles. A: section of Davis’ battery 
and the Sixty-ninth New York took position’on. the voad “and.opened 
upon the enemy. Bey ‘DISC ARDE cates 

As it was now 10.15 a. m. a halt was ordered to give the men break- 
fast, while awaiting fresh supplies of ammunition and re-enforcements 
called for after the opening of the engageireat. : : 

Soon after 11 o’clock Colonel Foster joined, with the One hundred and 
twelfth New York and three pieces of ths Second Wisconsin Battery, 
and the ammunition, and was placed in conimand of the infantz'y,:-At 
12 @’clock the plan of flanking by the I'raxkbu road was given +p. and 
an attack in front ordered. The One hundred aid twelfth New York, 
a section of Wisconsin guns, and two compunies ef cavalry were de- 
tailed to-hold the Deserted House, and the command moved ‘on again. 

The enemy had commenced his retreat, but all. possible haste was 
made to overtake his fleeing battalions. At Pecosin Creek a sharp 
skirmish occurred between the Thirteenth Indiana and the rear guard. 
The cavalry followed 2 miles beyond Carrsville, when pursuit was dis- 
continued. It being evident that no further stand would be made a 
return to Deserted House was ordered. 

At Carrsville Major Wheelan reported with six companies of Dodge’s 
Rifles and one howitzer and was assigned to duty. Later in the day a 
section of the Second Wisconsin guns also joined. The whole com- 
mand reached the Deserted House about 6 p. m. and Suffolk after mid- 
night, having made a march of 32 miles in twenty-four hours and beaten 


the enemy soundly. 
Our loss was as follows: * 


Killed. | Woundea. Missing. 


GOOLE Tae ee nd bake cee oe Eee ehine Seldon eapine do -iee ee see Sees 
LDR SoS Cee eR AE Ee SUP cRer err! ree eon cnet Crore 23 93 9 
PALO POUL e sre aie ers chats balone ale eine ia, SEIS ol A iclciotdleieteleiaiele/slete a nly ney Sniw?a\ 25 102 9 


* But see revised statement, p. 135. 
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he rebel loss must have been more than ours, judging from the in- 
Pc a of the field and roads and from the fact that 1,140 rounds of 
shot and shell were thrown from our batteries. Thirteen prisoners fell 
into our hands. ; . 

The Thirteenth Indiana is spoken of in very flattering terms; also — 
the Sixty-ninth, One hundred and fifty-fifth, and One hundred and thir- 
tieth New York. : : 

The demoralization of the One hundred and sixty-seventh Penn- 
sylvania, already spoken of, undoubtedly arose from a complication of 
unfavorable circumstances rather than from any determination to dis- 
obey orders. It had never been under fire, its position at the head of 
the column near the artillery (exposed to the enemy’s fire for near two 
hours in the darkness without being engaged), and the fact that the 
colonel was desperately wounded and the lieutenant-colonel and major 
unhorsed were considerations well calculated to create temporary con- 
fusion. From this it recovered, and no complaint was made during the 
subsequent operations. This regiment should avail itself of the earliest 
opportunity to wipe out any suspicion that may have attached to its 
conduct at the Deserted House. 

General Corcoran speaks in high commendation of Colonel Foster, of 
the Thirteenth Indiana, in command of the infantry; of Colonel Spear, 
commanding: tié cavalry; of Captain Follett, senior officer of artillery, 
and of Surgéort Hand, medical director. These are all officers of rare 
merit, who have wer high reputation by their bravery, prudence, and 


POLL eee = wh Fa er eee 

Lieutenant-Colonels Dobbs-and Thorp; Captain Davis, Lieutenants 
Hartwell, Devoll, and MeOaxas (Seventh Massachusetts Battery); Lieu- 
tenatits Whitney and Wilkeson¢Fourth Artillery); Surgeons Dwyer and 
Nolan; Assistant Surgeons.Spencer and Fawcett, Quartermaster Cooke, 
Captain Blodgett (assistant adjutant-general), and Aides-de-Camp Tra- 
cey, Hughes, and Winterbotham are particularly noticed for zeal, gal- 
lanti'y, and good conduct. .*+. ‘> + 

Thetroops that joined during the day are deserving of credit for the 
alacrity:with. Which they résponded to the call of duty. 

The wounded, in kind:and skillful hands, are doing well. Especial 

praise is due‘them for unflinching courage on the field and patient en- 
durance of suffering. 
_ The dead fell in the performance of high and stern duties assumed 
in behalf of a country menaced by the most cruel and wicked rebellion 
recorded in history. Nobly have they discharged all obligations, leav- 
ing bright examples of valor and fidelity for their fellow-soldiers and 
countrymen. Their families and friends have the deepest sympathies 
of the American people, and the precious and enduring recollections that 
their blood was poured out in the defense of constitutional liberty. 

_ The artillery of the enemy equaled ours, while he had a chosen posi- 
tion and choice of ground in his retrograde movement. A flank move 
early in the day would probably have been decisive, and the victory 
full and complete. The action was prematurely brought on by the ad- 
vance some two hours before daylight, during which time the usual sup- 
ply of battery ammunition was nearly exhausted and the temper of the 
troops severely tried. Delays ensued and the enemy commenced his 
retreat. 

Under all the circumstances it was a handsome affair, and the enemy 
yal one remember his losses, disappointment, and narrow escape from 
capture. 
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General Corcoran and the troops are entitled to my w: ti '0- 
_ bation for the brilliant sihidvenielit contributed by ere Tahoe 
of the Government. i 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Col. D. T. VAN BuREN, a ee 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Seventh Army Corps. . 


[Addenda.] 


Return of Casualties in the Union forces engaged at the Deserted House, or Kelly’s Store, Va., 
January 30, 1863. 


{Compiled from nominal list of casualties, returns, ttc.] 


: Captured 
Killed. Wounded, or missing. 
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Officers killed.—Lieut. Edward D. Sawtell, Sixth Massachusetts; Capt. Rowley P. Taylor, One hun- 


dred and thirtieth New York. 
Mortally wounded.—Col. Charles A. Knoderer, One hundred and sixty-seventh Pennsylvania. 


SUFFOLK, January 30, 1863. 


Three of Follett’s guns have arrived; two of them disabled by ina- 
bility to get shells down; one of his limbersexploded. Our loss about 
100. My extra force had arrived at the latest; also Colonel Toster. 
The enemy had fallen back from 3 to 4 miles since daylight, contesting 
different positions. I have repeatedly guarded against being led too 
far away in case of success. It has been a hard night and day, but I 
feel sure that we have a victory. One of the churches has been pre- 
pared for the wounded. : 

Prisoners say that battery horses were nearly exhausted and the 
guns were moved by hand at intervals. Some guns will probably be 


- secured. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Major-General Dix, Yort Monroe. 
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No. 2. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Michael Corcoran, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS CORCORAN’S IRISH LEGION, 
Suffolk, Va., February 1, 1863. 


Magsor: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with orders 
received from Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, at 9.30 p.m. on Thursday the 
29th ultimo I proceeded to take command of the troops designated for 
the expedition to attack the rebel force under General Roger A. Pryor. 

Arriving at the point previously arranged for the rendezvous of our 
troops at 12 o’clock I found most of the regiments already on the ground 
or had passed them on their march thereto. 

At 1a. m. on Friday, the 30th, everything being in readiness I com- 
menced the march in the order according to the annexed supplement. 
I continued the march until, arriving near the Nansemond County Poor 
House, I ordered a halt for about ten minutes, after which we proceeded 
on toward the Deserted House. © 

About 1 mile from the latter place our advance guard, at 3.20 a. m., 
met the enemy’s pickets posted in strong force on the road and in the 

_woods. They were promptly charged, some being killed and others 
taken prisoners. The charge was continued by two companies of Colonel 
Spear’s cavalry up to the enemy’s front, who were drawn up in line 
of battle. I pushed forward Captain Follett’s battery of the Fourth 
U.S. Artillery, supported by the Thirteenth Regiment Indiana Volun- 
teers, and two sections of Captain Davis’ (Seventh Massachusetts) bat- 
tery, supported by the One hundred and thirtieth New York Volunteers. 
They gained an open space in front of the enemy, whose camp-fires were 
burning. The other regiments of the command, which were in line of 
battle along the south side of the road, were ordered to lie down when 
the artillery firing commenced. 

Captain Follett’s battery first opened at 3.40 a. m. on the north side 
of the road, and the enemy immediately replied with twelve pieces, soute 
of which were of a larger caliber than our own. Captain Davis took 
position on the south side of the road, and our own guns and the en- 
emy’s kept up an incessant and very rapid fire until 6 a. m. 

At about 5.15 a.m. I gave orders for the infantry to adyance. This 
order, twice repeated, was not promptly executed, through cause which 
I reported verbally to the major-general yesterday. On learning this 
I immediately ordered an advance a third time and went in person to 
the One hundred and sixty-seventh Regiment Pennsylvania Militia and 
sent orders to the regiments in the rear to advance in succession in the 
order of battle | previously assigned. I found the One hundred and 
sixty-seventh without a single field officer. The colonel, I afterward 
learned with regret, was Seriously, if not mortally wounded andsthe 
lieutenant-colonel and major had their horses killed under them and 
were temporarily hurt. I asked if there was any officer present who 
would take command of the regiment. The adjutant promptly re- 
sponded and used all exertions to get the men forward, but did not 
aa & confused mass, mixed up with other regi- 

, and !p the entire road, leaving it impassable and creating 
a temporary confusion among some other regiments in the rear. The 
lieutenant-colonel came up to me about this time and requested per- 
mission to take lis regiment to the rear in order to restore confidence 
and have them reformed. I became convinced this must be done, and 
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consequently ordered the Sixty-ninth Regiment New York National 
Guards (who behaved throughout with admirable steadiness, although 
suffering severely from the enemy’s shell) and the One hundred and 
fifty-fifth New York Volunteers to take position in line of battle about 
800 paces in the rear and stop any of the command from retiring be-- 
yond that point. One company of Spear’s, cavalry was placed on the 
road for a similar purpose. I rode down to see this order executed, and 
on returning to the front in company with Colonel Spear, at 5.40 a. m., 
determined to charge the enemy with the bayonet, and ordered two 
pieces of artillery to be placed on the road and formed the Thirteeuth 
~ Indiana and One hundred and thirtieth New York on the right and left, 
strongly supported by Spear’s cavalry. These orders were promptly 
attended to, and at 6 a. m. they all moved forward under command of 
Colonel Spear. I ordered. up the other regiments and formed them in 
successive lines of battle. 

The enemy rapidly retreated at our apparent approach, and were 
vigorously pursued until our infantry advance was stopped by thick 
woods and marsh. On the concentration of our forces at this point I 
ordered the One hundred and thirtieth New York Volunteers to be 
thrown forward as skirmishers on each side of the road and a portion 
of Spear’s cavalry to reconnoiter on the road, who soon reported the 
enemy’s artillery strongly posted about 2 miles in front. Our skir- 
mishers here were under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Thorp, 
and continued to advance steadily. The enemy on perceiving them 
came forward with their peculiar yell to dislodge them, but were quickly 
driven back with much loss. They tried this three times with the 
same result. Lieutenant-Colonel Thorp acted bravely and exhibited 
much coolness and good judgment. ‘Two pieces of Captain Davis’ bat- 
tery, supported by the Sixty-ninth New York National Guards, mean- 
while took position on the road and opened on the enemy. 

It may be necessary for me to state that from 5.30 a. m. the re- 
mnainder of our artillery were almost entirely without ammunition. 
The men of the comniand had eaten nothing up to this time, 10.15 a. m., 
and had made a rapid march. I therefore ordered a halt for the pur- 
pose of giving them time for breakfast and awaiting fresh supplies of 
ammunition. I consulted the colonels and chiefs of commands and 
decided to endeavor to take the enemy in flank by moving along the 
old Franklin road. 

At about 11 a. m. Colonel Foster reported to me, and I immediately 
placed him in command of the entire infantry. Soon after, the One 
hundred and twelfth Regiment New York Volunteers and three pieces 
of the Second Wisconsin Battery, with a fresh supply of artillery am- 
munition, reported. My thanks are due to these commands for the 
prompt manner in which they marched to the scene of action and the 
desire they manifested to join in the pursuit of the enemy. The two 
howitzers attached to the Kleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry were present 
and were brought to bear on the enemy while on their retreat in the 
morning. 

At 12 m. everything was in readiness and I altered the former de- 
termination and decided to attack the enemy in front, and again moved 
forward for that purpose, leaving the One hundred and twelfth New 
York Volunteers, two pieces of the Second Wisconsin Battery, and two 
companies of Spear’s cavalry to hold the Deserted House. The enemy 
had commenced his retreat. We pursued with all possible haste toward 
Carrsville. At Pecosin Creek the Thirteenth Indiana Volunteers, as 
skirmishers, came up with their rear guard, strongly posted on the 


‘, 
188 NORTH-CAROLINA AND 8. E. VIRGINIA. — [Car. XXX. 
opposite bank, and a sharp skirmish ensued. Our artillery was quickly — 
placed in position and opened, receiving no reply. After a few min- 
utes I ordered the artillery to cease fire and Colonel Spear to charge 
the enemy across the bridge, which he did in his usual gallant and fear- 
less manner. He continued on nearly 2 miles beyond Carrsville and 
returned, reporting the enemy entirely out of sight. 

T then concluded that all attempts to get them to engage were useless, 
and therefore farther pursuit unnecessary. Major Wheelan, with six 
companies of Dodge’s New York Mounted Rifles, reported at this time 
and was immediately assigned to duty. We returned toward Suffolk, 
halting at the Deserted House at 6 p. m. to give the men time for rest 
and food. 

Details were ordered to bury those of the enemy’s dead who, in their 
flight, were left on the field, and among whom was a lieutenant, as in- 
dicated by his uniform. 

We fired, according to Captain Follett’s official report, 1,140 rounds | 
of shot and shell, and the ground occupied by the enemy was strewn 
with dead soldiers, horses, broken rammers, sponges, knapsacks, and 
cartridge-boxes; and innumerable pools of blood on the roadside and in 
the woods gave full proof of the immense havoc our artillery created 
during the night engagement. - I ascertained, from information received 
on the way to Carrsville, that 25 wagons were believed to have been 
impressed for the purpose, and were driven off filled with their killed 
and wounded. I visited a large farm house occupied by Mrs. Mulhol- 
land, which they had used as one of their hospitals. Both floors of the 
building were covered with blood and pieces of bone and flesh. My in- 
formant told me that 40 wounded had been there, among whom were 4 offi- 
cers. <A prisoner asserts that our first shell killed one of their colonels. 

The Thirteenth Indiana Volunteers, with its accomplished lieutenant- 

. colonel, I found ever ready to obey all orders promptly and cheerfully 
and did signal service. Of the Sixty-ninth New York National Guards 
and the One hundred and fifty-fifth New York Volunteers, as they be- 
long to my own command, I do not desire to speak as flatteringly as 
they deserve. What I have a right to say of Colonel Spear, command- 
ing the cavalry, would scarcely add to his already high reputation as 
one of the most accomplished officers in the service “a thorough disciplin- 
arian, and one who does not know what fear is. He led every ‘charge 
in person, and I found him, his lieutenant-colonel, majors, adjutant and 
ae wears eae command ever ready to perform ‘every duty 
g m with the greatest alacrity. Hi c 
aniey ae of ealeaienl: service to Lt BS Dereon a ee 
olonel Foster is also too well known to th jor-g B 
endeavor to elevate his military character beyond tate 
is ep eay ne and attained. I must, however, state that 
ally ined this ¢ , : 
ice from Bo a. oie and rendered me most efficient serv- 
Captain Follett, as chief of artillery, < ith great j 
himself and officers, as also Captain Tavie and offtenee oe es, 
both batteries, cannot be spoken of too highly for thei Fs fox id 
indomitable courage during such a severe snaagnunt eo 

I see most ably assisted by Captain Blodgett, my assistant adjutant- 
eee i ee my aide-de-camp, and Lieutenants Hughes 

, detailed on my staff. wri , 
messages everywhere under the cee pe tes PPA sets ‘ 
serving of the highest praise and commendation. Captain Bl oy tt 
es pebutly wounded in the left knee by a piece of shell. ti 

also desire to mention the excellent soldierly qualities of Private James 
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Collins, Company E, of Colonel Spear’s regiment, who was detailed to 
me as orderly. ; 

For specific accounts of meritorious conduct of subordinate officers 
who did not come under my own observation I beg leave to refer you to 
accompanying reports. 

Dr. Hand, the-medical director at this post, was present and directed 
the transportation of our wounded and relieved and prevented much suf. 
fering. Dr. Dwyer, surgeon of the Sixty-ninth, took charge of the build- 
ing occupied as our hospital, and, with the assistance of Dr. Nolan, sur- 
geon. of the One hundred and fifty-fifth, and Assistant Surgeons Ewen, 
Spencer, Fawcett and others, rendered good service in that departinent. 

Quartermaster Cooke, of the One hundred and fifty-fifth New York 
Volunteers, was placed in command of the transportation and gave 
most perfect satisfaction. 

The number of prisoners taken by us has not been generally men- 
tioned in the official reports to me, but I believe them to be about 30. 

Onur total loss is as follows :* 


Killed. | Wounded.}| Missing. 


Re OUNIE CEL) fa - Sane | yen ets ethers eee can ovals cals aicicanes os 2 9,358 coup pees 
Bva-commissioned OfffiCers\. 2.62.0 secicenccsaseheeescteccapesteces 3 21 1 
BPPEVOUOS. ooo ose fi csasvoceecesatecccessce gate e een ee ee ee ener ewe enee 18 65 14 

Total ...-.. Ak anid aes Aa gi Melt biaheeed apa di ete 23 95 "5 
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The whole command arrived at headquarters in most excellent spirits 
at 1 a.m.on the 31st ultimo, making a march of 32 miles in about 
twenty-four hours. 

I cannot close without returning my sincere thanks to Maj. Gen. John 
J. Peck, commanding this post, for the high honor he conferred on me 
in intrusting the command of this important expedition to me and leay- 
ing in his special orders and dispatches so very much to my own dis- 
cretion. I endeavored to execute everything to the best of my ability, 
and hope that all I have done meets his approbation. 

1 am, major, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
MICHAEL CORCORAN, 
Brigadier-General, Comdg. at Battle of Deserted House, Va. 


Maj. B. B. Foster, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
(Supplement. ] 


Order of march of force under command of Brig. Gen. M. Corcoran, 
United States Volunteers, from signal station near Suffolk, Va., from 1 
to 3.20 a. m. Friday, January 30,1863 : 

Six companies Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, under command of 
Col. Samuel P. Spear; Thirteenth Regiment Indiana Volunteers, under 
command of Lieut. Col. C. J. Dobbs; Battery D, Fourth U. S. Artil- 
lery, under command of Captain Follett, acting as chief of artillery; 
two sections Seventh Massachusetts Battery, under command of Cap- 


-tain Davis; One hundred and thirtieth Regiment New York Volun- 


teers, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Thorp; Ambulance Corps; 
Sixth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, under command of Colonel 
Follansbee ; One hundred and sixty-seventh Regiment Pennsylvania 
Militia, under command of Colonel: Knoderer; Une hundred and fifty- 
fifth Regiment New York Volunteers, under command of Colonel Mce- 


-*Bat see revised statement, p. 135. 
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Evily ; train; one section Seventh Massachusetts Battery, under com- 
a ‘of Lieutenant ; Sixty-ninth Regiment New York National 
Guards, under command of Colonel Murphy, and two companies Elev- 
enth Pennsylvania Cavalry, under Major Cornog. 


No. 3. ; 
Report of Ool. Samuel P. Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


Hp@rs. ELEVENTH PENNSYLVANIA VOL. CAVALRY, 
Camp Suffolk, Va., February 1, 1863. 


Str: Inclosed herewith I have the honor to transmit a list of the 


killed and wounded in an engagement in which my regiment was en- 


gaged for thirteen hours, being three hours and eleven minutes under 
a'most tremendous fire of shot and shell from the enemy’s heavy guns. 

This is the fifth heavy engagement that the regiment has taken an 
active part in since October 1, 1862, in the vicinity of Blackwater. 

The recent battle took place on the morning of the 30th of January, 
1863, at the Deserted House, 9 miles west of Suffolk, Va. The enemy 
consisted of 16 pieces of heavy artillery, 1,200 cavalry, and 6 regi- 
ments of infantry. Our force was 12 pieces of artillery, 5 regments 
of infantry, and my regiment, the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry. The 
cavalry opened the engagement by a charge on the enemy’s pickets, 
and was from that moment till the end, as before stated, constantly in 
the hottest of the battle. Lieut. Col. George Stetzel and Majs. Samuel 
Wetherill and George T. Cornog were present with the regiment and 
rendered prompt and valuable services during the entire en gagement. 
The non-commissioned officers and men performed their duty in excel- 
lent style, and during a crashing fire they proved an ornament to the 
service and an honor to their State. It will be seen by the inclosed list 
that Capt. Albert J. Ackerly had his horse killed by a piete of a shell, 
and that Capt. John B. Loomis and my adj utant, A. A. Menzies, had 
their horses instantly killed by a heavy shot. My own horse was Seri- 
ously and perhaps mortally wounded by a shot in the breast. 

Both officers and men are worthy of the highest commendation for 
their coolness, courage, and undaunted bravery. 

I most respectfully request that permission may: be granted to have 
inscribed upon the regimental colors the words, “Blackwater” and “De- 
serted House.” 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient Servant, 
é S. P.. SPEAR, 
Colonel, Eleventh Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry. 
Hon. ELI SLIFER, Secretary of State. 


No. 4. 


Report of Col. William McBvily, One hundred and fifty fifth New York 
Infantry. 7 7 


SUFFOLK, Wiss January 31, 1863. 
Str: In compliance with Special Orders, No. 31, from general head- 
quarters, | herewith furnish for the information of the bri gadier-gener l 
commanding a detailed account of the expedition in whieh the regi at 
under my command was engaged on the 30th instant : bs Raku: 


a 
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In accordance with orders received the regiment fell in at 12 o'clock 
midnight and marched for the signal station on the South Quay road, 
a short distance from which, farther on, it came up with the rear of the 
rest of the forces composing the expedition, under command of Brigadier- 
General Corcoran, and proceeded with them to within about half a mile 
of the place known as the Deserted House, where the regiment was 
drawn up in line of battle, heavy firing in the front having announced 
that we had got up with the enemy and that an engagement had com- 
menced. In this spot we remained within range of the rebel artillery, 
exposed to occasional danger from the discharge of shot and shell, the 


men of my command behaving with a coolness and self-possession sel- 


dom evinced by volunteers under a first fire. 

Here a temporary confusion was created among the soldiers of my 
command by the One hundred and sixty-seventh Pennsylvania and the 
Sixth Massachusetts Regiments falling back in disorder upon them, but 
from this they soon recovered and remained steady in line until 6 a. m., 
when an order was received to advance, which was complied with, and 
the regiment was again formed in line of battle on the other side and 
within half a mile south of the Deserted House. At this time the com- 
panies were mustered to ascertain if any casualties had occurred, when 
it was found that there was 1 man of the One hundred and sixty-fourth 
Regiment (two companies of which were attached to my regiment in 
lieu of Companies D and K on duty at the time the regiment was or- 
dered out, Company K being on picket duty and D detailed to garrison 
Fort Halleck) killed; 2 men of Company B, of my regiment, wounded, 
and 5 reported missing. : 

Irom this position we then followed the enemy, who was retreating, 
some 5 or 6 miles, when, in consequence of renewed firing in our front, 
the regiment was once more formed in line of battle, soon after which, 
the firing having ceased, I was ordered to return with my command 
to the Deserted House, where I arrived about 6 p.m. and remained 
till 9 o’clock, the men resting and refreshing themselves after the fatigue 
they had undergone. From here I was ordered to Suffolk, for which 
place I marched with my regiment and arrived at 1 a. m. on 31st instant. 

I must particularly mention the valuable assistance rendered, me 
throughout the whole time the engagement lasted by Major Flood, 
whose services principally conduced to the restoration of order and 
confidence when the regiment had been thrown into confusion by the 
One hundred and sixty-seventh Pennsylvania and Sixth Massachusetts 
Regiments. ; 

I would also make favorable mention of Captain Byrne and the sol- 
diers under him, whose anxiety to get into action was such that it was 
with difficulty they were restrained from charging on the rebel batteries. 
I should do an injustice to the gallant men composing the two companies 
of the One hundred and sixty-fourth Regiment attached to the One 
hundred and fifty-fifth if I omitted to mention the brave and steady 
manner in which they behaved. 

From the bearing of all the officers and men engaged in the affair 
and the coolness and intrepidity displayed by them during the time it 
lasted, I feel confident that they possess all those qualities necessary to 
make good and efficient soldiers, and of their willingness to display the 
same whenever occasion one : BHU 

honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
a HEY Ee ibis WM. McEVILY, 
Col., Comdg. One hundred and jifty-fifth Regt..New York Vols. 


Capt, J, J. BLODGETT, A, A. G. 
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No. 5. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Roger A. Pryor, C. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS FORCES ON THE BLACKWATER, 
m February 4, 1863. 


Caprain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
fight at Kelly’s Store on the 30th ultimo: , 

With the design of subsisting my command as largely as possible 
within the enemy’s lines, on the 25th ultimo I crossed the Blackwater 
on a foraging expedition. The detachment consisted of the regiments 
of Cols. [Robert C.] Trigg, [J. J.| McMahon, and [Thomas] Poage; 150 
men of Col. [W. of Claiborne’s [Seventh Confederate] Cavalry ; [Capt. 
J. C.] Coit’s, and a section, respectively, of [Capt. 8. T.] Wright’s and 
[Capt. Louis H.] Webb’s batteries. Subsequently I directed Maj. 
[S. P.] McConnell to join me with a part of [H. A.] Edmundson’s bat- 
talion and a section of S. Taylor Martin’s battery. The entire force 
did not exceed 1,800 of all arms. 

The evening of the 25th I bivouacked at Somerton. Informed of the 
presence of the enemy’s cavalry at Gatesville, some 12 miles distant, I 
dispatched Lieut. Col. [V. H.] Taliaferro that night with 100 mounted 
men to beat up their quarters; but they were appraised of his ap- 
proach, and despite the celerity of his march they continued to escape 
by a circuitous route to Suffolk. 

The 26th I moved from Somerton to Holland’s Store, where I was 
detained three days by inclement weather. 

On the 29th I resumed my march, and that evening about 5 o’clock 1 
reached Kelly’s Store, on the direct road from Franklin to Suffolk, dis- 
tant from the former 12 miles, from the latter scarcely 9. Apprehend- 
ing a probable attack, I disposed my force in such manner as to be pre- 
pared for any contingency. I preferred to approach Kelly’s by the road 
from Kinsale Swamp, because it conducted toward the enemy by a direct 
instead of an oblique march, and because, being covered on either side by 
an extensive and impenetrable pognosia, it protected me against the pos- 
sibility ofa flank attack, except through certain obscure pathways, which 
a small force would suffice to block up. At Kelly’s the road divides— 
one fork leading directly to Suffolk, the other turning almost perpendic- 
ularly to the left and sweeping around by Ely’s and Providence Church. 
A hundred or two paces from the store both roads are intersected by a 
swamp, but it opposes scarcely any obstruction to the passage of troops. 
The store stands in an open field of considerable extent, inclosed on either 
side by a thick pine growth reachin g to both roads at the point where 
they traverse the swamp. The wood in rear of the field , about 1 mile 
from the swamp, I occupied with the regiments of MeMahon and Poage, 
deployed on both sides of the road. One battalion of Trigg’s regiment 
was in the pines on the left, a little in advance of Poage’s, the other on 
the right, a little in advance of McMahon. The batteries I destined to 
sweep the field in case the enemy should cross the Swamp. A section 
of 6-pounders I advanced to within 300 yards of the store, one gun being 
on either side of the road. Some 400 yards to the rear and on either side 
of the road I placed a rifled piece and howitzer. This was Coit’s battery. 
Wright's section, consisting of a rifled gun and howitzer, was in position 
on the left of the road and in line with Coit?s rearmost pieces. Edmund- 
son’s battalion, with a section of Martin’s and a section of Webb’s bat- 
teries, were held in reserve some three-quarters of a mile in rear of the 
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main body, and were so posted as to observe the two by-paths which there 
intersect the Kelly road, the one communicating with the railway and 
the other with the Carrsville road on the left. The cavalry were em- 
ployed in outpost duty, a strong picket being stationed on both roads 
some distance beyond the swamp. A company of infantry was also 
placed on each road immediately at theswamp. Hardly were these dis- 
_ positions completed when the vedettes in advance of the cavalry outposts 
_ encountered and drove back a small scouting party from Suffolk. An- 
ticipating an attack during the night by a large force of cavalry, I pre- 
pared an ambuscade by posting 100 sharpshooters on the direct road a 
- mile beyond the swamp. As was expected, about 3 o’clock the enemy’s 
cavalry approached the men in ambush and received a volley which 
emptied many a saddle and threw the column into confusion. They 
rallied, however, and were saluted with another destructive fire. The 
infantry behind then engaged my skirmishers, who, being overpowered 
by numbers, were obliged to recross the swamp. Here they were again 
placed in ambush, and again they poured a deadly volley into the enemy’s 
cavalry at a distance of 10 paces. Meanwhile the enemy’s whole force 
pressed on across the swamp. 

At this moment I reached the spot and immediately directed Captain 
Coit to open with his advance section. He was anticipated by the enemy, 
who had already gotten a couple of mountain howitzers in position.. The 
ground being favorable to the action of the enemy’s cavalry, I appre- 
hended some peril to the pieces in advance, and accordingly after a few 
rounds I retired them on a line with the other sections. All my artillery, 
except the reserve under Captain Martin, was nowengaged. Theenemy, 
too, had brought up his batteries, and there ensued and was maintained 
for two hours as furious a cannonade as I have ever witnessed. It was 
now 4 o’clock precisely; by 6 o’clock the enemy’s advance was decisively 
checked and all his guns silenced, except a single piece which discharged 
an occasional shot with feeble effect. 

At this moment word was brought me from various sources that the 
cars were running and were accumulating troops in rear of my right flank. 
This information obliged me to move my main force to the point occu- 
pied by the reserve in order to prevent the enemy debouching on my flank 
and rear. Accordingly I directed the infantry to retire by successive bat- 
talions and the artillery by alternate sections. The movement was exe- 
cuted with perfect deliberation and without the least annoyance. The 
reserve, now become the advance, was re-enforced and arranged in a skirt 
of woods behind the field, about 400 paces in width, which the enemy in 
his approach would be obliged totraverse. Skirmishers were thrown for- 
ward to the right and left. The artillery was disposed on the edge of a 
field in such order as to rake the road and sweep every foot of the field. 
The position was sufficiently strong, and we awaited the approach of the 
enemy if he should prove in a mood to renew the fight. After the lapse 
of nearly an hour their cavalry appeared in the woods on the opposite 
side of the field. A single discharge of spherical case sent them scamper- 
ing away. Next they brought up a howitzer, but after three rounds that 
also was disabled and withdrawn. Their infantry then issued from the 
woods across the field with the evident design of charging our batteries, 
but being confronted by our skirmishers and assailed. by storm of case 
and canister they broke and ran in the utmost confusion, nor did they 
rally again. My line of skirmishers was advanced and scouts were sent 
forward to ascertain the enemy’s presence, but they were not to be 
found. They were beaten and had fled toward Suffolk. Despite our 
inferior force and deficiency in cavalry I resolved on pursuit, and had 
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issued orders accordingly, when I received the oe eal pe praand 
tion that the artillery ammunition was exhausted. é ON 
stance no alternative was left me but to return toward our base 9 
supply. Afterremaining on the field from 8 until 1 o’clock (five hours) 
thon seeing or hearing of the enemy we retired leisurely, pie: g 
3 miles in so many hours, and exempt from all interruption unti we 
reached Kinsale Swamp, when the enemy’s cavalry attempted a dash 
on our rear guard. He was promptly repulsed and severely chastised. 
We proceeded to Carrsville and bivouacked 6 miles from the field of 
battle. Grn f 
fortunate issue of this engagement, maintained against such su- 
pea als (the enemy’s force being fully 8,000), I attribute to the 
favor of Providence and the superb valor of the troops of my command. 
For four hours the infantry lay under a terrific storm of shell, case, and 
canister, and yet hardly a man abandoned his place in the ranks. But 
the chief glory of the fight must be accorded to the artillery. To the 
rapidity and effect of their fire, the firmness with which they held their 
position and maintained the fight against more numerons and heavier 
batteries and under the menace of a charge by cavalry and infantry, 
. is due the decisive repulse sustained by the enemy. _ Die 
When all discharged their duty so admirably it is difficult to distin- 
guish particular merit in individuals ;. but I could not acquit myself of 
injustice if I omitted to recall the services of Captains Coit, Martin, and 
Wright. By their gallantry and judicious conduct these officers im- 
parted the’noblest spirit and the greatest efficiency to their respective 
commands and contributed chiefly to the successful event of the day. 
The casualties in the command were few, but among them I have to 
lament the death of Colonel Poage, of the Fiftieth, and Capt. [Thomas 
P.] Dobyns and Lieut. [John S.] Lacy, of the Fitty-fourth Virginia Vol- 
unteers, all courageous and capable officers. Persons with the best 
opportunities of information report the enemy’s loss to exceed 300 in 
killed and wounded. My own dead and wounded were brought from 
the field, except the few who fell in the fight across the swamp and who 
were lost in the thickness of the woods and the darkness of the night. 
In conclusion I have to commend the conduct of my staff: Of Capt. 
[W. H.] Whitner, assistant adjutant-general, whose zeal, gallantry, and 
intelligence are worthy of: all praise; of my aide, Lieut. [C.] McCann, 
who exhibited his usual activity and reckless audacity of courage, and 
of Messrs. McMullen and Barnes, who were equally fearless and ener- 
getic in communicating my orders and directing their execution. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
ROGER A. PRYOR, 


Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
Capt. GEORGE G. Garrison, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
{Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMEN?T OF Norte CaRrouina, 
Goldsborough, N. 0., February 10, 1863. 

I have the honor to forward the report of General R. A. Pryor, in- 
closing with it the list of killed and wounded, [¢ is with pleasure Leall 
the attention of the War Department to the successful defense of the 
lines of the Blackwater. Although I have never been able to place an 
adequate force on the line, yet by defensive works and constant yigi- 
lance it has been held since J uly last against a force often five or six 
times our‘numbers. - Three times in heavy columns they have tried to 
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_ force a passage and have in each instance been repulsed. a) force 
_ have constantly traversed the counties on the left DAaE aan iene 
from most of their own supplies. Col. C. Leventhorpe, the former com- 
mander of the lines, and General Pryor both deserve commendation 
for their successful defense of that frontier with their small commands. 
S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Addenda. ] 
__ Return of Casualties in the Brigade commanded by Brig. Gen. Roger A. Pryor, in engagement 
at Kelly’s Store, Va. 
[Compiled from nominal lists on filo. } 
Killed. Wounded. 
| A 

Command. FI F Cy 

. a 4 | 38 Z ais Sp 

A a 

° A a 3 a a 4 

Ee = 

50th Virginia Regiment, Col. Thomas Poage..........--. A esses 1 1 6 7 8 
63d Virginia Regiment, Col. J. J. McMahon ..........-.|.----- 4 4 1 9 10 14 
54th Virginia Regiment, Col. Robert C. Trigg.........--. Bolleseises Ped pester 4 4 6 
Coit’s battery, Capt. J.C. Coit ...-.... 200.202 ence cee ee [eee ees 1 1 1 5 6 7 
Wright's battery, Capt. S. T. Wright ...-...-.-..-+...+-|.-----|------|------ 1 2 3 3 
Beart a pattery, Capt. 9.0) Martin .22..-- cb<-..c-seeslesecsclevecinr|scceeel|sccthe 1 1 1 
(OPE IEU LEED lee 2 SSSR So ae OI Pea (eer | a FE 1 ei i ae 39 


FEBRUARY i-10, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne to Plymouth, N. C. 
Report of Col. Francis L. Lee, Forty-fourth Massachusetis Infantry. 


Hpgrs. 44TH REGIMENT MAss. Vou. MiILiTtTA, 
Oamp Stevenson, New Berne, February 14, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that in obedience to order of 
January 31, 1863, I embarked my command on steamer Northerner 
and arrived at Plymouth, N. C., at 4 p. m. on February 2. 

Upon landing I consulted with Major Bartholomew, Twenty-seventh 
Massachusetts Regiment, commander of the post, in regard to closing 
the lines; but learning from him that information of our arrival and 
probable force had undoubtedly been sent forward to the enemy even 
before our arrival, I deemed it unwise to interfere with existing ar- 
rangements in regard to passing the lines. 

Learning that Commodore Flusser was absent, I proceeded in com- 
pany with Major Bartholomew to inspect the location of his pickets 
and his preparations for defense, and found the pickets well placed, his 
precautions against surprise sufficient, and every advantage taken of 
the natural defenses of the town, the major having almost completed 
a ditch connecting the two swamps lying south of the town. Inside of 
this ditch, which is about 6 feet in depth and about 15 feet wide, the 
earth is thrown up sufficiently high to afford shelter for sharpshooters. 
Major Bartholomew proposes to erect a small block-house where the 
Long Acre road crosses this ditch, and also one upon the Jamesville 
road at the crossing of the ditch. My carpenters built draw-bridges for 
each of these roads, and I would respectfully suggest that two field 

_bowitzers would render the defense of these roads easy against any force 
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likely to be brought against them, and that they are most earnestly de- 
sired by Major Bartholomew. I would also recommend a further supply 
of axes and shovels, as the want of these tools prevents Major Barthol- 
omew from availing himself fully of the services of the contrabands in 
his command. 

Upon the Long Acre road the picket is stationed at the ditch, about 
three-quarters of a mile from the custom-house, with an outer picket of 
5 men half a mile in advance at the junction of the road with the Lee’s 
Mill road. At this point there is a blockade of trees fallen across the 
road. 

Upon the Columbia road the picket is established just west of the 
bridge, crossing Coneby Creek, about two miles from the custom house. — 
This bridge is taken up each night and affords an easy and sure de- 
fense, as the creek is very deep. 

Upon the Jamesville road the picket is at the ditch, about 1 mile from 
the oe. and a cavalry vedette is stationed about half a mile 
in advance. 

Upon inquiring as to the probable force and location of the enemy, 
I learned from Major Bartholomew that he, in company with Commo- 
dore Flusser, had, on January 30, made a reconnaissance as far as 
Jamesville on the gunboat Commodore Perry, shelling the woods at 
various points but finding no signs of the presence of the enemy. It was 
the opinion of Major Bartholomew that the position and strength of the 
enemy was as follows: Two companies of the Seventeenth North Caro- 
lina Regiment at Rainbow Bluff with two field pieces; the remainder 
of that regiment, with four field pieces, in the vicinity of the bluff, any- 
where between Hamilton and Williamston ; four companies of infantry 
some 7 miles northwest of Washington, and the remainder of their regi- 
ment at or near Greenville; three companies of cavalry scouting any - 
poe ib the Tar and Roanoke Rivers. : Sree 

A cavalry scout to Ward’s Bridge, some 4 mil } ‘al 
discover any signs of rebel scouts, though they eee pane of 
two or three cavalrymen had bean seen in that vicinity within a week 

Commodore Flusser arrived on the evening of the 2d of Februar ' 
and after consultation I arranged to go with my regiment on his th +4 
gunboats to Williamston, starting the next morning at 7 o’el 1k ne 
landing at Williamston or Jamesville as might be the ! ht ne ‘he 
landing party to be ‘tod bey tone, Cee Ee ee 

g party e Supported by three boat howitzers and their crews 
under command of Lieutenant Furness, of the Valley Cit r oO. the fol 
ee ening oO duitting snow-storm rendered a2 advanos be Ine 

ater impossible; the impassable sta kn aaa ate «ee oe 
an expedition to Windsor io nontieaats beien bie es gieiga: 

On Friday, February 6, finding that no coal could be f a bade, 
transport by the Navy and that my pioneers rane ution n the 
requisite quanti = ras eres eae Pree ar 
i = eae oF pod, I was obliged to send out some 3 miles to 
uy dry wood belonging to Mr. Ha n, a loys 
living on the Long Acre road. Before startine the Watts Wane 
tholomew told me that he had good re: ao Hence ae ee ma 
inhabitants upon that road had BES A AN panne. 
sling ont salt in larger quantities he ; we protection papers by smug- 
tion; that they had packed large het ie Sat oy se suai ae 
of the rebel troops; that he thought a e a ey apse paso 
rs of their Lacon. if: sit an examination and confiscation of 

: c , if found in such large i 
sirable. I therefore took four of my co eg ee Ce a ae ae 
ont, taking on the way the Bote. pe cake and went some 13 miles 
pork if found. I examined the iat of eee . eae a 
ar atier Ph 9ersons suspected, and 

g trom two to three tons of bacon took from four of aks 3,385- 
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_ pounds, leaving much, for want of transportation, which I think would 
_ properly have been brought away. This bacon, with 22 horses and 
_ mnules and 16 carts, I handed over to Major Bartholomew, leaving it to 
his judgment to return any of the horses and carts to persons in whose 
loyalty he had confidence, and directing him to see that quartermaster’s 
» receipts for the property taken should be given to the parties, in order 
that if they could rebut the testimony with regard to their sympathy 
and aid for the rebel cause they might receive payment from the Gov- 
ernment. SNS 
On Sunday morning, being informed by the captain of our transport 
| that unless we started then he would be obliged to lay at Plymouth until 
| coal was found him, and my rations not being sufficient for over two days 
| longer, I left Plymouth that afternoon; and after anchoring at Roanoke 
for coal, arrived here on the evening of Tuesday, February 10. 
Yours, with respect, 


FRANCIS L. LEE, 
Colonel, Comdg. Forty-fourth Regt. Mass. Vol. Militia. 


~ Capt. ANDREW STEWART, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


P. S.—Inclosed please find instructions received from headquarters 
relative to the movement above stated. 


[TIndorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
New Berne, N. C., February 15, 1863. 
Approved and respectfully forwarded. i 
H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding. 


[{Inclosure.] 


Hpog@rs. DEPT. OF NORTH CAROLINA, 181H A. C., 
New Berne, January 31, 1863. 
Col. Francis L. LEE, 
Comdg. Forty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia : 

CoLONEL: You will embark your command to-morrow morning at 
7 o’clock on the steamer Northerner and proceed directly to Plymouth, 
N.C. 

The Massasoit will be at the wharf at the foot of Middle street for 
the purpose of transferring your regiment to the Northerner. 

Upon your arrival at that place you will assume command of the 
post, and immediately after consultation with- Captain Flusser, U. 8. 
Navy, and Major Bartholomew, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volun- 
teers, take the necessary steps to drive in the enemy’s pickets. 

It is reported here that the enemy is in force (about 1,000) at James- 
ville. Should you find this report corroborated by the information you 
may receive at Plymouth, you will advance on that place and whip the 
enemy; and if upon consultation with the above officers it should be 
deemed advisable you. are authorized to advance as far as Williamston. 

It is necessary that the advance should be made very shortly after 
your arrival, so that the enemy may not receive information of your 
arrival at the place, and you are therefore advised to close the lines. 

Captain Flusser, U. 8. Navy, will furnish you with some boat howit- 
zers and crews, and he, as well as Major Bartholomew, are strongly rec- 
ommended. to you from their long experience at the post. 
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? 
Much of course must be left to your own discretion, and the greatest 
confidence is placed in your judgment and abilities. The general’s de- 
sire is to drive the enemy back and prevent their annoying our forces 
at Plymouth. 


Yours, very respectfully, : 
; SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


FEBRUARY 2, 1863.—Destruction of Salt-Works at Wale’s Head, Currituck 
Beach, N. C. 


Report of Capt. Francis E. Porter, Highth Massachusetts Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Roanoke Island, February 5, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: Pursuant to information received from you in your com- 
munication of December 29, 1862, of there being salt-works in operation 
on Currituck Beach, I on the 2d instant went with a force of 90 men 
on the United States steamer Halifax and succeeded in destroying the 
same, together with about 100 bushels of salt, without opposition. These 
same works are located at a place called Wale’s Head and have before 
been destroyed by our forces, but were rebuilt and in full operation and, 
I should say, were manufacturing salt at the rate of about 50 bushels 
per day. My expedition was a perfect success. 

Trusting my actions may meet your approbation, I am, captain, re- 
spectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. E. PORTER, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 
Capt. JOHN F. ANDERSON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, New Berne, N. O. 


FEBRUARY 5, 1863.—Skirmish near Olive Branch Church, Va. 
Report of Maj. Christopher Kleinz, Fifth Pennsylvania Ca valry. 


CAMP MAGRUDER, 
Near Williamsburg, February 5, 1863. 
CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that in obedience to instrue- 
tions I proceeded this morning in command of the second and third 
squadrons, numbering in all 156 men, to make a reconnaissance of the 
country as far as Tweive Mile Ordinary. Arriving at Fort Magruder I 
was joined by 26 men, under Lieutenant Williamson, and from thence 
_to William and Mary College; here I detached the third Squadron, under 
Captain Stetson, with orders to take the Jamestown road and scout that 
portion of the country around by Green Spring farm; to come in by 
Jentreville, and send me word as to his arrival down to the junction of 
the Centreville and Richmond roads, where I, with the remaining part 
of my force, was waiting. fe 
During the interval I sent Lieutenant Williamson on wi i 
mand toward York River, some 5 miles, who on KHER Ine eeu 
sign of an enemy. On recelving word of Captain Stetson’s arrival at 
Centreville I marched to Six Mile Ordinary, where I was joined by Cap- - 
tain Stetson, who reported no traces of the enemy in the direction fron 


Sr ape dling 


* * 


va "in accord and pursued them 2 miles ond Twelve Mile Ordinary. 
with instructions I halted my main force at the Ordi- 
y, and finding no force near, and from information received believ- 
ing none to be nearer than Diascund Bridge, I returned with my com- 
Imand and prisoners to camp. 
Lam, colonel, your obedient servant, 
C. KLEINZ, 


es Major. 
_ Lientenant-Colonel Lewis, Comdg. Fifth Pa. Cav. 


; FEBRUARY 6-21, 1863.—Transfer of Ninth Army Corps from the Army of 
the Potomac to Newport News, Va. 


: Itinerary of the Ninth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. William F. Smith, U. 8. 
; Army, commanding, February 6-23.* 


February 6.—tn accordance with orders from corps headquarters the 
Third Division struck tents on the Rappahannock River, near Falmouth, 
aud proceeded by cars to Aquia Creek and thence by transports to Fort 
> ag where it arrived on the 10th; thence it proceeded to Newport 
- News. 


——_ 


_ ears for Aquia Creek, and transports from thence to Newport News, 
_ where it arrived on the 11th. The artillery of this division, having been 
landed at Hampton on the 15th, joined at Newport News on the 21st. 

, February 10.—The First Division left camp on the Rappahannock and 

_ vwroceeded by cars and transports to Newport News. 


FEBRUARY 7, 1863.—Skirmish at Olive Branch Church, Va. 
REPORTS. 


_ No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, U. S. Army, commanding Fourth Army Corps. 
_ No. 2.—Maj. Christopher Kleinz, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

| No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, C. 8. Army. 
No. 4.—Col. William B. Tabb, Fifty-ninth Virginia Infantry. 


No. 1. 


Reports of sate Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, U. 8. Army, commanding Fourth 
Army Corps. 


' 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTH CORPS, 
Yorktown, February 8, 1863. 


GENERAL: A squadron of the Fifth Pennsylvania Tecate which 
left on a reconnaissance yesterday afternoon, encountered a force of 


* From Corps Return for February, 1263. 


1 prisoner 
blankets, and a 


February 9.—The Second Division struck tents near Falmouth; took | 
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rebel cavalry and infantry at Burnt Ordinary, about 25 miles above 
here. After a short conflict our squadron retired, having lost several 


i ill ort in detail as soon as I learn the facts. 
officers and ves I will repor , nD KEYES, 


Major-General. . 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dtx, Vort Monroe. 


YORKTOWN, Lebruary 9, 1863. 


The report of particulars has not come in. I would rather delay a 
little than report an exaggerated loss before the stragglers return. 
Rumor now places it about 23. ‘The officer in command exceeded his 
instructions by going to Burnt Ordinary when he was directed to go 
only to Six Mile Ordinary. I am going up to examine in person before 


I give the facts. tre 
1), = H 4 
Major-General. 
Major-General Drx. 


HEADQUARTERS FourRTH Corps, 
Yorktown, February 10, 1863. 
Lieut. George Smith and 5 privates reported missing in the recon- 
“naissance of the 7th instant have comein.. Lieutenant Williamson was 
killed and Captain Hagemeister and Lieutenants Reinmuller and Little 
were taken prisoners. Five rebel deserters have just come in. 
Lee’s brigade of cavalry is reported, on pretty good authority, to be 
in King William County, opposite the White House. ) 
K. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe. 


No. 2. 


Report of Maj. Christopher Kleinz, Hifth Pennsylvania Cavatry. 


Camp or FirtH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY, 
Near Williamsburg, Lebruary 8, 1863. 


_ COLONEL: I have the honor to makethe following report: That dur- 
ing your absence yesterday from the regiment—the command having 
been turned over tome by you before leaving—three deserters from 
enemy came into our lines and delivered themselves to our pickets. 
They stated that several more were outside who desired to come in, but 
im consequence of the enemy having sent out patrols for the purpose of 
discovering and arresting them they were afraid to venture. 

Shortly afterward two other deserters came in and delivered 'them- 
selves up, and who corroborated the statement of the others, saying 
furthermore that 16 of their men likewise disposed were at Walker's 
Mill, 8 miles beyond and to the right of our pickets, on the Richmond 
road; also that they had heard of 20 of their own men patroling in 
front of our lines and in the immediate neighborhood in search of de- 
serters, and of whom the men at Walker’s Mill were in fear. 
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I deemed it necessary to send out a scout to ascertain if there was 
any truth in these statements. Accordingly a squadron, composed of 
Companies Land M, numbering 84 men, and commanded by Captain 
Faith, was sent out with instructions to take the road leading to Walker's 
Mill to the right at the Richmond road picket post, and from Walker’s 
Mill to proceed to Six Mile Ordinary, and then return to-camp via the 
Richmond road; in the event of meeting with the enemy’s patrol, as 
previously mentioned, to capture them if possible. | 

I have been informed that Captain Faith proceeded as far as Six 
Mile Ordinary without discovering any trace of the enemy. He then 
ordered his advance guard to proceed 300 or 400 yards beyond, on the 
Richmond road, and halt. This the advance guard proceeded to do, 
when they discovered a small patrol in their front. The lieutenant 
commanding advance guard sent back to Captain Faith for orders. 
Captain Faith, in violation of orders received from me, ordered the 
lieutenant to charge and capture them if possible, and that he would 
support him. 

The enemy fled on the approach of our men, and after being pursued 
for 2 miles they took a road leading to the right, our advance guard in hot 
pursuit. At this point Captain Faith threw out another advance guard, 
upon the direct road, endeavoring to cut off the enemy’s retreat. An- 
other body of rebels, being either infantry or dismounted cavalry, and 
secluded by aravine along this part of the road, allowed our advance guard 
to pass them, and as the column was passing poured into them two or 
three volleys, emptying about twenty saddles. At the same time a small 
body came out of the woods and charged the rear of the column, throw- 
ing our main body into confusion, and owing to the unexpectedness of 
this fierce attack they could not be rallied until they had retreated to 
Six Mile Ordinary, a distance of from 2 to 3 miles. Here they rallied, 
charged, and dispersed the pursuing enemy; but in consequence of 
their horses being completely worn-out they were unable to take ad- 
vantage of the change in our favor. 

The number missing at present is 5 officers and 33 men; some of the 
latter are supposed to be in the woods, their horses having been shot 
and disabled. The enemy’s loss, so far as I can ascertain, appears to be 
5 killed and 15 wounded. 

Immediately on hearing the firing I ordered out one battalion under 
Major McCandfess to support Captain Faith. On reaching Williams- 
burg they met the retiring party and there halted for further orders. 
In the mean time you had arrived in camp and resumed eommand. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
©. KLEINZ, 
Major. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Liwis, 
Commanding Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


{Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY, 
Yorktown, February 9, 1863. 

Respectfully forwarded to Major-General Dix, commanding depart- 
ment. ’ 

Captain Faith, who commanded the scouting party, is wounded in 
the face and speaks with difficulty. Pari) , 

The reconnaissance was not conducted properly, and was in violation 
of my general instructions. Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, commanding 
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Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, had left for Yorktown on business but a 
short time before the party was sent out by Major Kleinz in consequence 
of the representations of the deserters. Ihave heretofore regarded Cap- 
tain Faith as an enterprising officer, but he and Major Kleinz have in 
this instance both allowed themselves to be deceived. : j 

Captain Faith was led into an ambush at a point near Nine Mile Or- 
diaary, which is about 21 miles from Yorktown. 

E. D. KEYES, 


Major-General. 


——— 


No. 3. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, C. 8. Army. 


BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Chafin’s Farm, Va., February 10, 1863—12 m. 


GENERAL: The report of Col. [William B.] Tabb, [Fifty-ninth Vir- 
ginia Infantry,] is fully confirmed. On Saturday, the 7th instant, at 
about 5 p. m., the enemy advanced in force (about 85 cavalry) up the 
Telegraph road and approached near the Olive Branch Church, below 
the Burnt Ordinary. Colonel Tabb had about 100 infantry and about 
150 cavalry. When the enemy came within short range he fired one 
volley of infantry and charged with his cavalry, killing some 7 or 8 and 
wounding some 2 or 3, which were captured, and capturing 35 prisoners, 
with their horses, arms, accouterments, &c., and pursuing the enemy 
down to the Six Mile Ordinary, and there firing severely into them and 
putting them to rout. Probably their wounded who escaped amounted 
to some 10 or 20 more. Thus the colonel, without the loss or injury of 
a man or horse, succeeded in killing, wounding, and capturing some 50 
or 60 of the enemy’s cavalry—from a fifth to a fourth of his whole num- 
ber. I send to you 85 prisoners, among whom are 1 captain and 2 
lieutenants. One lieutenant was killed. These men are chiefly Ger- 
mans, of the rascally Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, who destroyed the 
records of Charles City County and who burned the buildings, library, 
&e., of the venerable William and Mary College. I trust they will be 
dealt with accordingly. 

Accompanying this is a note from Colonel Tabb. I have approved 
of his request to retain the horses, arms, &c., for his cavalry. They 
need them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY A. WISE, 


Brigadier- General. 
Major-General ELZEY, Commanding, ce. 


No. 4. 
Report of Col. William B. Tabb, Fifty-ninth Virginia Infantry. 


F HEADQUARTERS, 
- Diascund Bridge, Va., February 7, 1863. _ 
GENERAL: I left my encampment here at 10 a. m. to-day and with a 
detachment of six companies of cavalry and four of infantry (an aggre- 
gate force of 235) moved down the Telegraph road in the direction of 


.. 
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Williamsburg. At Olive Branch Church, 1 mile below the Burnt Or- 


_ dinary, my advance guard came upon a detachment of the enemy’s cav- 


alry. The position being favorable I immediately disposed my force in 
ambush and awaited their approach. When they had come within 
close range I ordered a volley of musketry, and taking advantage of 


_ their confusion charged them with my cavalry. They were easily 


routed. The pursuit was continued as far as the Six Mile Ordinary. 

_ The enemy lost 7 killed, 2 wounded, and 36 captured, with their 
horses, arms, and equipments. In my command there are no losses or 
casualties to report. 

My original object was to penetrate the enemy’s’ lines and gain the 
rear of the guard force in Williamsburg. My intention having been 
discovered, I decided to abandon it for the present and returned to my 
intrenchments. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. B. TABB, 
Colonel, Commanding: 
- Brig. Gen. H. A. WISE, Commanding, Ge. 


{Indorsement.] 


FEBRUARY 8,*[1863]—7.30 p. m. 


I respectfully forward this excellent: report of a successful skirmish 
with the enemy without the least loss. Colonel Tabb deserves more 
than a word of approval.* May I not send another battalion to re- 
enforce him ? 

HENRY A. WISE. 


FEBRUARY 12-13, 1863.—Expedition from Batchelder’s Creek and skirmish 
(13th) at Sandy Ridge, N. C. 


Reports of Col. John Richter Jones, Fifty.eighth Pennsylvania Infantry. 


Hpgrs. OuTPosTs, CAMP FIFTY-EIGHTH PA. VOLS., 
Batchelder’s Creek, February 14, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to report the result of an expedition made yes- 
terday and the night before in order to ascertain the force of the enemy 
on my front and also to abate their audacity. 

At 8 p. m. Thursday evening I moved my effective men, leaving this 
post in charge of those not capable of severe duty assisted by a com- 
pany which I ordered up temporarily from the-railroad crossing. 

At Tuscarora I dispatched Captain Brown, of the Fifty-eighth, with 
two companies, to move on the Neuse and Dover roads and scour the 
country near the Neuse River, and also to co-operate generally with my 
movement. 

At “Jones’ Clearing,” 1 mile short of Core Creek, I dispatched one 
company to seize the railroad bridge at the creek and to remain there in 
order to co-operate with me when necessary; and at the same point I 
moved by a road crossing the railroad southward, with seven companies. 
Under guidance of an intelligent negro, on route partly over wood-paths 
and through swamps, I reached the enemy’s position on Sandy Ridge 
at daybreak. Unfortunately, from the difficulty of the route, which was 
almost impracticable even to infantry, it was later than I contemplated, 
and before the camp was completely surrounded the enemy was alarmed, 


*Sce report No. 3, p. 152. 


(154 NORTH CAROLINA AND S$. E. VIRGINIA, — (Cmar. XXX. 


rushed from their quarters and opened an irregular fire.' I had ordered 


my men to capture the enemy with the bayonet, but my flank companies 
and some of the others fired also and a short action ensued. When 
the enemy ran, which was very soon, the proximity of the woods and 
the incompleteness of my arrangements saved most of them, but we cap- 
tured 43, of whom 4 were wounded, and in addition one of them also was 


killed and left on the ground. Providentially none of my men were 


hurt, though for a time the enemy’s fire was sharp. _ 

After burning the tents, quarters, &c., and destroying the stores, &c., 
I returned by the Dover road. Their pickets behind Core Greek on the 
railroad and other roads being alarmed made their escape. Bridging 
Core Creek at the Dover road I reached my camp in the afternoon. 

Meanwhile Captain Brown, with his two companies and a detachment 
of Company E, Third New York Cavalry, under Captain Jacobs, whom 
i had previously ordered to co-operate, had scoured the country along 
the Neuse, discovering a body of the enemy, 40 or 50 strong, whom they 
. followed briskly but were unable to catch. 

The enemy at Sandy Ridge were Companies C, Captain Davis, and D, 
Captain Robinson, Kighth North Carolina, and are reported as 180 or 
200 strong. The party pursued by Captains Brown and Jacobs was 
_ Captain Avirett’s company. 

AS soon as an inventory of the arms and property captured can be 
made I will order a return of them to the proper department. 


As a general result, this expedition has swept away the enemy’s posts 


on our front and enables us to occupy without opposition the line of 
Core Creek, if judged expedient, as in my opinion it is. In the march 
over an almost impracticable route, the distance made in twenty hours 
being at least 32 miles, and in the short action which ensued the con- 
duct of my men was all that could be expected from soldiership of the 
highest grade. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ’ 
J. RICHTER JONES, 
: Colonel Hifty-eighth, Commanding Outpests. 
_ Lieut. Col. Sournarp Horrman, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


If not already ordered, please send me some ears to transport the 
prisoners to New Berne. 


pars. Ourrosts; Camp Firry-r1GHTH Pa. VOLS. 
Batchelder’s Creek, February 19, 1863. 
Str: I have the honor to report that I have ordered to be turned in 
‘to the proper department captured ordnance and ordnance stores as per 
the annexed inventory. Also that I have on hand fourteen captured 
shot-guns, in more or less serviceable condition, or injured, which not 


falling under the classification of ordnance as known to the service, I 
ae 


propose distributing among the captors as a reward and an incite 
with the assent of headquarters, of course. vn i 
Also that I have turned into the proper department and taken a re- 


ceipt therefor, as in my hands for the public service, captured horses 
mules, and wagons, as per inventory. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. RICHTER J ONES, 


Colonel Lifty-eighth, Commanding Out osts 
Lieut. Col. Sournarp Horrman, ; g Outposts. 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Highteenth Army Corps. 
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[Inclosure.] 
Inventory of ordnance and ordnance stores captured from the Confederates at Sandy Hill, - 
N.C., February 13, 1863, by Col. J. R. Jones, commanding Fifty-eighth Riginoht Pas. 
sylvania Volunteers. 


No. Description. Condition. Caliber of 
gun. 

35 | United States muskets, Harper’s Ferry and Springfield..| Serviceable. ......-- 
2 | United States muskets, Harper’s Perry and Springfield. -| Unserviceable -..--. BAe “69 
EOC UAT NiO eee mcmet. Soteenn ae Jct dreck hance sete es oti Serviceable ....-....-. “54 
is) North: Carolina title 21s. 0.6.000 lp epaceeee ane Coe are dO Meese ae S| eran ae 

PUN OCOMAS NES pace oc cue atiec te sche ak ea ESA N ease Aee Wnservieeable sa. 23% .22-2|.622.2n6eee 
Bala a MONG OS teers ome Carat 04 Se Sa ss a ERE. REE Ue Rete Semviceablos 255k bss. isa|iectee 2 eee 
3 | Bayonet-scabbards. --- te ad 

4 | Cartridge-boxes .. 09 

32 | Cartridge-belts -....- ae 
IST ABEN CE CCRT 00) 9 eS eee ah : 
PANN BASES MOLDS epters-p cos wc tse oleae et ont cee et Bhan calc te ue do 

Waist-belt plates... ...<)..issse.cedcs 2 Bassin see ates | ae et bates yeaa aacoe ese 


The above is a correct inventory of ordnance and ordnance stores 
captured as above stated. 
M. J. HADLEY, 
Acting Ordnance Sergeant Fifty-eighth Regt. Pa, Vols. 


FEBRUARY 13, 1863.—Skirmish near Washington, N. C. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Lient. Col. Luke Lyman, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry. 
No. 2.—Capt. George F. Jocknick, Third New York Cavalry. 


No. 1. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Luke Lyman, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Washington, N. C., February 16, 1863. 


DEAR Str: I have the honor to report that on Friday last, 13th, the 
cavalry company stationed at this post crossed the bridge, drove in the 
enemy’s vedettes, surprised their picket headquarters (where some 40 
cavalry were stationed), and captured 7 men and 12 horses; one of the 
men was dangerously wounded and is now in our hospital. The horses 
I turned over to the post quartermaster (a poor lot); the saddles were 
retained by the cavalry company. The prisoners I will send to New 
Berne by the first opportunity, unless ordered to parole, and send them 
out the lines from this point. They belong to the Sixty-second Georgia 
State Troops, but are North Carolinians. If you wish me to parole them 

here please inform me. 
’ Have I the authority—if not, will you give it to me—to appoint a 
board of appraisers? ‘The surgeons would like to purchase of the Gov- 
ernment one or two of the captured horses. 

‘All quiet along the lines.” 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LUKE LYMAN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post. 
Lieutenant-Colonel HorrMAN, A. A. G. 


: 
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No. 2. 
Report of Capt. George F'. Jocknick, Third New York Cavalry. 


WASHINGTON, N. C., February 14, 1863. 


CoLONEL: The monotony of the daily routine of military duties here 
' for the last few weeks has at last been interrupted by a little affair 
which reflects much credit on all concerned. _ f . 
Having ascertained that the enemy kept a picket station on the other 
side of the river, some 3 or 4 miles from this post, and were in the habit 
of pushing their vedettes close up to our lines, I sent yesterday First ; 
Lieutenant O’Brien with a detachment of 20 men of my company to in- 
tercept them and thus check their boldness for the future. ‘ 
The command left here at 1 o’clock p. m. yesterday, and returned in 
less than two hours with 7 prisoners and the following amount of cap- 
tured property: Twelve horses, 12 saddles, 5 bridles, 8 Enfield muskets, 
1 Harper’s Ferry musket, and 1 saber. , 
Lieutenant O’Brien reports that after proceeding about a mile the | 
enemy’s vedettes were discovered some distance in advance, when he | 
_ Immediately charged, determined to overtake them. The enemy after : 
' firing their pieces put spurs to their horses and retreated up the Green- | 
ville road at their utmost speed. A 3-mile race was the result, at the 
termination of which our lieutenant found himself with only a small 
part of his command in the very nest of their main guard—a troop of 
_ Some 30 or 40 mounted and dismounted cavalry. Our men in the rear, 
retarded by gullies in the road, were pressing up rapidly. But so com- 
plete was the surprise that the enemy at once broke for the swamps, 
where they fired volley after volley, but without any effect whatever. 
One of the prisoners captured is mortally wounded, and how many more 
were left on the field cannot be ascertained. 
We had no casualties on our side except the wounding of a horse 
rode by First Sergeant Richards. 
Among the prisoners is a color-sergeant and an orderly-sergeant, both 
very intelligent men. The latter states that the troops engaged be- 
longed to the Sixty-seventh Georgia Regiment, being a detachment 
of Captain Thompson’s company, * under command of Lieutenant Holt. 
Our men, I am told, all behaved well and are much pleased that we at 
last have been able to retaliate in the open field for the many outrages 
committed on our pickets by skulkers in the Swamps. 
The horses captured are of pretty good breed, but in a miserable, : 
worn-out condition; their backs covered with sores and ulcers. I shall 
pis them over with the rest of the property to the quartermaster at 
this post. 


Respectfully submitting the above report, J kave the honor to be, 
your obedient servant, 


G. F. JOCKNICK, 
Captain, Comdg. Company I, Third New York Cavalry. 


Col. S. H. Mrx, 
Comdg. Third New York Cavalry, New Berne, N. C. 


“Company E, Sixty-second Georgia. 


2 
W 


Cnar.XXX.] - EXPEDITION TO SWAN ‘QUARTER, N. C. 157 


MARCH 1-6, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne to Swan Quarter, N. C., 


and skirmishes (3d and 4th) near Fairfield and Swan Quarter. 
Report of Capt. Cotin Richardson, Third New York Cavalry. 


Nrew BERNE, N.C., March 6, 1863. 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that I left this place Sunday, 
March 1, at 5 p. m., on board the steamer Escort with my company (F, 
Third New York Cavalry) and the first howitzer of the battery attached 
to the same regiment, also Company G, First North Carolina Volun- 
teers, and proceeded to Rose Bay Bridge, not, however, without a great 
deal of delay for the want of a pilot, as there was no one on either of 
the two boats who was sufficiently acquainted with the place. I then 
ordered Captain Brinkerhoff to make a reconnaissance with his boat 
North State, who after a delay of four hours reported that he had found 
the bridge. I ordered the scow alongside and disembarked the infantry 
and howitzer and a portion of the cavalry, placing Lieutenant Joy in 
command until my arrival. 

On arriving with the balance and having resumed the command I 
ordered a small guard on board the North State, with orders to the 
captain of the same to destroy the bridge; I in the mean time pro- 
ceeded along the north side of the lake for a distance of about 5 miles. 
With much difficulty and delay we marched, the crossings of the road 
having been torn up by the negroes, under the orders of one Henry 
Cradle (whom I have brought back a prisoner), and having a protection. 
from Governer Stanly. J encamped for the night at the cross-roads. 

Next morning at daybreak I resumed my march, encountering and 
driving in the enemy’s pickets. About 3 miles from Fairfield we drove 
more of the enemy, and on arriving at the place I found it nearly de- 
serted. I passed on about 2 miles farther, when I discovered a boat on 
the lake; hailed it, but no attention was paid to the hail. I ordered 
Lieutenant Burke to throw a shell across the bow of the boat, which 
brought it to shore. I’found in the boat two men without protections, 
whom I ordered out of the boat, and placed in it a squad of infantry 
under charge of a non-commissioned officer, to sail around to Lake Land- 
ing, with orders to save the bridge if possible. I then moved on and 
encamped for the night 9 miles from Lake Landing. 

The next morning (Wednesday) Iresumed the march. After moving 
about 5 miles I was fired upon by guerrillas from some houses on the 
right 6f the road. Our men drove them from the houses into the woods. 
I then deployed the infantry to the right and threw out cavalry skir- 
mishers in -front and rear and covered the infantry with the howitzer, 
shelling the woods and dispersing the enemy in all directions. Having 
rallied my command, I moved on toward Lake Landing, leaving Lieu- 
tenant Morse, with a party of cavalry, to burn their headquarters. I 
proceeded without further interruption until arriving at the bridge, ° 
which I found destroyed. I ordered the fences to be torn down and 
used to rebuild the bridge. I then moved on and drove in mounted 
pickets during the whole march from Lake Landing to within about 14 
miles of Swan Quarter, when I was attacked from the swamp on the 
right of the road in front and rear by about 80 guerrillas and ordered 
to surrender. A deep canal about 8 feet wide ran between me and the 
attacking party. As my vedettes were passing, the guerrillas fired one 
shot. Lieutenant Benson immediately charged with the first platoon 
of cavalry and received a volley, killing 3 of my men and wounding 
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the lieutenant and several others. Six horses were killed and many 
wounded. I ordered the infantry to deploy into the woods as skir- 
mishers, not, however, without some difficulty, and ordered Lieutenant 
Burke to unlimber his piece and give the enemy a few rounds of can-. 
ister, supported by the second platoon of cavalry. Here Lieutenant } 
Burke was wounded in the face, breast, and hand. The remainder of : 
the enemy were dispersed and fled, having sustained a loss of many of — 
their number, among whom was their captain killed and a lieutenant 
taken prisoner. After having my killed and wounded taken care of and 
placed in wagons and carts which I had captured, I moved on to Swan 
Quarter, and having learned that a force of 250 or 300 guerrillas was 
lying in ambush about 3 miles from Swan Quarter, on the road to Rose 
Bay, and deeming it inexpedient to encounter it with my weakened 
force, I dispatched Corporal Kent, Company F, Third New York Cav- 
alry, and 3 men to sail in a small boat to the gunboat North State, or- 
dering Captain Brinkerhoff to steam around to Swan Quarter Landing. 
The next morning, he having arrived, I embarked on board the steamer 
Escort, which had accompanied the gunboat. I arrived here at 4 p. m. . 
to-day. . 

I bog leave to make honorable mention of Luther H. Farnsworth, Com- 2 

pany I, Fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, who accompanied the infantry. 
He was cool and courageous, jumping through the canal and taking the 
extreme right, leading the platoon of infantry into the fight; also Lieu- 
tenant Morse, of the Third New York Cavalry, who was of great service 
in the rear, returning the fire of the enemy with effect and holding them 
in cheek. 

My loss is as follows: Killed, 3; wounded, 2 lieutenants (Benson and 
Burke) and 12 men of my company and 1 of the First North Carolina 
Volunteers. One sergeant of my company has since died of his wounds. 

I am, sir, respectfully, yours, 
COLIN RICHARDSON, 
Capt. Company I’, Third New York Cav., Comdg. Expedition. 
Lieut. Col. SourHARD Horrman, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARCH 6-8, 1863.—Demonstration on Kinston, N. C., including skirmishes 
(7th) at Core Creek and near Dover. 


REHEPORTS.* 


No. 1.—Col. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 

No, 2.—Col. J. Richter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry. 

No, 3.—Capt. Ferris Jacobs, jr., Third New York Cavalry. 

No. 4.—Capt. James R. Chamberlin, Third New York Cavalry. 

No. 5.—Brig. Gen. Junius Daniel, C. 8. Army, commanding at Kinston. 


No. 1. 


Report of Col. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 


HpQrs. TWENTY-FIFTH REET. MASSACHUSETTS VOLS. 
Camp Oliver, New Berne, N. C., March 12, 1863. 
CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that in compliance with orders 
issued by you on the 5th instant I proceeded with my command on the 


*See also Capt. David A. Taylor’s report, p. 170. 
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- 6th to the forks of the Trenton and Kinston roads, 17 miles distant from 
this place. 


We reached our destination about 4 p.m. I immediately secreted 
iny foree from the observation of the enemy, between Jumping Run 
and Nethereutt’s, my purpose being to make a demonstration on their 
outposts during the night. The expedition, consisting of three com. | 
panies of infantry, under command of Captain Denny, with Captains 
Jacobs’ and Chamberlin’s companies of the Third New York Cavalry, 
left our bivouac at midnight, proceeding rapidly up the Kinston road 
a distance of 4 miles. The cavalry, leading the advance, encountered 


_ and were fired upon by the rebel pickets. They immediately made a 


most gallant charge of over a mile, the infantry following at double- 
quick, reaching Jones’ house (their reserve picket post). Captain 
Jacobs succeeded in capturing two of the enemy’s scouts, and in so 
doing was fired upon from an ambush, seriously wounding a sergeant 
and private of his company. 

Ascertaining that their camp was alarmed, Captain Denny ordered 
the infantry in the advance and pushed on, receiving and returning 
their fire from various points. When within a short distance of their 
camp the infantry were deployed as skirmishers on each side of the 
road. The line moved up speedily, passing the barricade of trees, and 
when within a few rods of the rebels (intrenched by another barricade) 
received @ heavy volley of musketry; this. was returned, and after a 
sharp skirmish the rebels were routed and pursued for some distance, 
but escaped into the woods. . 

Pursuit being useless, and perhaps under the circumstances impru- 
dent, Captain Denny ordered his men to return—burned their camp, 
destroying twelve tents, several log barracks, a large number of new 
knapsacks, arms, equipments, blankets, several boxes of new clothing, 
and in fact everything left by the rebels in their hasty departure. 

Owing to their. superior speed only 5 prisoners were taken, whom I 
forwarded under guard to headquarters. The force reported back to 
our bivonac with no loss, and only 2 wounded, at 6a. m., having marched 
a distance of 16 miles and within 12 miles of Kinston. From muster- 
rolls found in the enemy’s camp their force was estimated at 190 effect- 
ive men. Ours numbered 130 infantry (which was the only force en- 
gaged after leaving Jones’ house) and 80 cavalry. 

I desire to acknowledge the gallantry, bravery, and endurance of . 
both officers and men engaged in the affair. Considering their fatiguing 
march of the previous day, to march 8 miles after midnight, whip the 
rebels handsomely, and return by daybreak, very much credit is due 
them. Captain Denny is entitled to great praise for the able manner 
in Which he conducted the expedition. The Third New York Cavalry 
sustained its brilliant reputation. To Captains Jacobs and Chamber- 
lin I am under great obligation for their valuable co-operation and 
assistance. They left us on the morning of the 7th. During our stay 
at Nethercutt’s scouting parties were sent out occasionally to observe 
the movements of the enemy. _ pee 

On the morning of the 8th, Captain O'N eil discovered them in Tren- 
ton and exchanged shots across the river. Captain Harrington, from 
a reconnaissance on the Kinston road, returned with the intelligence 
that a large body of rebel cavalry had approached to within 1 mile of 
our pickets during the night. Receiving orders from you at 10 a. m. 
on the 8th to fall back to a more defensible position, I retired to the 
torks of the Trenton and Pollocksville roads, remaining there until the 
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10th at 2 p. m., when, by your orders, I returned to New Berne, leaving 
the four companies, under Captain Denny, 1n their former position, near — 
Deep Gully. 


h the h tobe, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
Sap A amainturatam mn Ei 


Colonel Twenty-fifth Regt. Massachusetts. Volunteers. 


Col. Horacr C. LEE, ; : 
~ Comdg. Second Brig., First Div., Eighteenth Army Corps, 


No. 2. 
Reports of Col. J..Richter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry. 


Hpagrs. OuTPOSTS, CAMP FIFTY-EIGHTH PA. VOLS., 
March 8, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that conformably to instructions I 
made a movement in connection with the general reconnaissance, but 
as the orders were not received in time, not in fact until the 7th, I was 
unable to operate in exact connection. 

I left my camp at 8 o’clock the evening of the 6th (Friday) with the 
efficient men of the Fifty-eighth (about 500) and reached the neigh- 
borhood of Core Creek about 2 a. m. of the 7th, having also ordered 
a small detachment of Company H, Third New York Cavalry, to fol- 
low. Ascertaining that the line of the creek—relinquished after my 
expedition to Sandy Ridge—was again occupied by the enemy, I en- 
deavored to cross at some unobserved point, but owing to the darkness 
of the woods and the depth of water in the swamps was unable. Be- 
ing obliged to force a passage, I did so at the Dover road, just before 
daylight, by opening a heavy fire on the crest of the breastwork 
which defended the crossing, while a party rushed over the single 
string-piece, a round log, which remained on the bridge. The enemy 


_ fired sharply at first, but their fire was soon silenced, when they cried 


out that they surrendered, but on the consequent cessation of our fire 
they took the opportunity to retire under cover of the darkness before 
my men could reach their works. 

I then rebuilt the bridge, which detained me until full daylight, and 
leaving a company in charge of it I moved forward. but the various 
4 a enemy oes a on the alert by the firing, and the 
alarm had been propagated, perhaps, to Ki i : : 
up immediately Pawan : Ce 

About a mile beyond the creek my advance was fir 
swampy thicket and woods flanking the road on both ee Rarer 
enemy stuck closely to cover it cost my skirmishers time and labor to 
dislodge them. In my subsequent advance at the forks of the Dover 
and.the railroad depot roads I captured a camp recently and suddenl 
abandoned, apparently by two companies, containing rough aieias 
blankets, knapsacks, spare clothing, &e., the blankets, &e., being good 
and new; but I could find no enemy in force, and being informedl by th 
negroes that they knew of none nearer than Rouse farm 12 miles tr : 
the creek, and the driving of fugitives from thickets and swamps Are 
oe cenit ect Ewe useless labor, I concluded to return pee 

‘rom the marks on the captured property the enem 
tered belong to the Forty-third North Onrelinn and the Sinte ee 
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Carolina Cavalry, but what numbers of either regiment were in front 
did not appear, the enemy keeping closely under cover and the country 
being thickly wooded. They are a different class of troops from those 
I have hitherto met, contesting successively every strong position and 
giving way only to my superior numbers. Their arms are also different, 
being, from the whistle of the bullets, the Minie or others of similar tone. 

From the information of negroes it would seem that some general offi- 
cer (General French, some of them say) visited their posts on Wedunes- 
' day last, ordered the line of Core Creek to be reoccupied, and brought 
re-enforcements. Also yesterday, while I was on my return, the whistle 
of a locomotive was heard some distance up the railroad toward Kinston, 
and on the supposition that fresh troops might be brought up I took a. 
strong position and awaited a couple of hours, but no show of increase 
of force being made I resumed my march. : 

On the whole, my movement effected nothing beyond driving back 
some of the enemy’s posts and accustoming our men to la petite guerre. 
As to capturing their men, that will be difficult while they hold the line 
of Core Creek and impose on us the necessity of forcing a passage every 
time we cross. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. RICHTER JONES, 
Colonel Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Vols., Comdg. Outposts. 


Lieut. Col. SouTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Highteenth Army Corps. 


HDQRS. OUTPOSTS, CAMP F'IFTY-EIGHTH PA. VOLS., 
March 10, 1863. 

Srr: In reference to the surrender of the enemy’s picket in the breast- 
work on the Dover road beyond Core Creek I have the honor to report 
the following facts: 

Ag soon as the sentinel at the enemy’s works fired I opened a rapid 
fire from the two companies which had been previously placed under 
cover along the near bank of the creek. Our fire was answered .imme- 
diately by about twenty pieces, and for a few minutes there was a brisk 
exchange of shots. Then the enemy’s fire suddenly ceased. Standing 
a few yards from the bridge, which my storming party was endeavoring 
to cross, I heard my officers on the right and left give the command, 
“Cease firing; they’ve surrendered,” and our fire almost immediately 
ceased. On inquiry afterward I was informed by officers and non-com- 
missioned officers that they distinctly heard from the enemy’s side of 
the creek the words, ‘‘ We surrender; don’t fire,” several times repeated. 
It was very dark at the time and the passage of the bridge on the single 
remaining string-piece difficult, so that it cost my men some time to 
cross and form beyond the creek, and when they entered the enemy’s 
works they were empty. As the ground rises rapidly to the rear of the 
breastwork it would have been hazardous to leave them if our fire had 
not ceased, and I attribute the escape of the picket to the cessation of 
our fire, consequent on the supposition of the surrender. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. RICHTER JONES, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts, 
Lieut. Col. SouTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Highteenth Army Corps, 


11 RB R—VOL xXyit 


162 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Cuar. XXX. 


No. 3. 
Report of Capt. Ferris Jacobs, jr., Third New York Cavalry. 


Rep House, March 7, 1863. 
Col. J. RICHTER JONES, 
Commanding Outposts : 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that pursuant to your per- 
mission I proceeded yesterday with my own and Captain Chamberlin’s 
company up the Trent road, joined Colonel Pickett, Twenty-fifth Mas- 
chusetts, encamped at a concealed point near Nethercutt’s, and at 12. 
o’clock at night marched with the two companies cavalry, and three 
companies infantry furnished by Colonel Pickett, to the Kinston forks 
(4 miles beyond Nethercutt’s), the cavalry keeping pace with the in- 
tantry. : 

On the knoll immediately beyond the Kinston forks my advance ve- 
dettes were fired upon, whereupon I set the whole cavalry column in 
motion, charging at full speed up the Kinston road with the intention 
of capturing the reserve picket station of about 30 men. Not finding 
them at the place specified I continued the charge, without halting to 
the house of one Jones, being about 3 miles from the place where we 
met the first picket. The infantry followed at double-quick and in a 
few minutes joined me. 

At this place it was ascertained that we were within 1 mile of the 

enemy’s camp, which was near the house of one Green. After a mo- 
ment’s consultation the line of march was again taken up, with cavalry 
in advance. At this moment, and while I was giving instructions to 
the vedettes, two mounted men approached, and upon being appre- 
hended purported to have been sent out to ascertain the cause of the 
disturbance. About a quarter of a mile farther, on encountered a party 
of six infantry, who surrendered, and while the sergeant (Mosier) in 
charge of the advance was receiving their arms, four of them fired upon 
him, wounding him severely in the hip and 1 man in the arm. Four of 
Six escaped. At this point I drew in the cavalry, threw out lines of 
skirmishers upon, the flanks, and advancing quickly upon their camp 
received a severe fire from their barricaded camp in the direction of 
the skirmishers. 
The skirmishers escaped by falling to the ground and covering them- 
selves in a ditch a few rods in front of the enemy’s breastwork of trees 
Captain Denny, in command of the infantry, then pushed forward in 
fine style and after a few minutes’ sharp firing entered. the camp, the 
enemy escaping in a sort of chaparral so dense that a footman unop- 
posed could barely have passed through. ; 

The infantry companies under Captain Denny behaved exceedingly 
well, The enemy in their haste had left everything, even their kna : 
sacks (which were new, having been issued to them three days ab 
vious), and 15 or 20 Enfield rifles which they had just received : 

There were two streets of tents, about ten in each, and two officers’ 
tents, and a commissary tent in addition. In short, they abandoned 
every thing. After an examination of a few minutes I ordered the eh 
and its contents burned, which was done, producing quite a smart Z 
plosion of fire-arms, which had been concealed or overlooked. me 

Only one prisoner was captured here. The camp was exceeding] 
strong by natural position and. artificial defenses, and could have Bea: 
held by the same number of resolute men for hours against an army 
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_ without artillery. There were two companies of the Forty-fifth North 
Carolina, commanded by Captains Rankin and Scales, and both were 
said by the prisoners to have been in charge of a major. 

After the destruction of the camp I moved back to the house pre- 
viously occupied as a reserve picket station, but since the late desertion 
the station had been removed to the woods near by, where a large picket- 
fire was burning when we advanced. The enemy had between theircamp 
and the outpost from which we were fired upon 40 men on duty each 
day, all of whom, with the exception of the outpost vedette, were driven - 
in, and escaped us without firing a shot or in any way alarming the 
main body. ‘The reserve picket-station house was burned. 

Reached the camp of the Twenty-fifth Massachusetts, at Nethercutt’s, 
at daybreak. It is sufficient to say that the cavalry detachment be- 
haved with more than the usual spirit and promptitude. 

The affair is of but little importance except for the information gained 
or confirmed. It is also worthy of mention, perhaps, that the movement 
penetrated farther into the enemy’s country in that direction than any 
other reconnaissance with exception of General Foster’s advance on 
Goldsborough. 

Trusting that you will pardon the particularity and diffusiveness of 
this report, I remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

F. JACOBS, JR., 
Captain, Commanding Detachment. 


[Appendix.] 


CoLONEL: I should have mentioned in the body of my report that 
the success of the movement mainly depended upon the accuracy of the 
information derived by Captain Chamberlin from the late deserters and 
other sources, and that it was upon Captain Chamberlin’s suggestion 
that the attempt was made. 

Yours, respectfully, 
F. JACOBS, JR. 


{Indorsement. } 


I have the honor to forward Captain Jacobs’ report of his spirited 
movement, made under my authorization in connection with the gen- 
eral movement. 

Very respectfully, 
J. RICHTER JONES, 
Commanding Outposts. 


No. 4. 
Report of Capt. James R. Chamberlin, Third New York Cavalry. 


Upers. Company A, THIRD New York CAVALRY, . 
Trent Road, N. C., March 10, 1863. 


COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report: 

From information which I deem reliable I ascertained there were two 
companies of infantry (picked men), belonging to the Forty-fifth North 
Carolina Regiment, encamped on the Kinston road some 12 miles this 
side of Kinston, and I determined to surprise them. 

After making a map of the country, with which I was somewhat 
familiar, I opened my plan to Capt. I’. Jacobs, jr., Company H, Third. 


164 NORTH CAROLINA AND §S. E. VIRGINIA. [Cuar. XXX. 


New York Cavalry, and proposed that we unite our two companies (A 
and B) and make an attempt on the rebel camp, to which he acceded. 
We accordingly provided our command with two days’ rations, and left 
camp at noon on March 7, our whole command numbering 102 men, all 
told, Company A furnishing 48 and Company HE 54 men. 

At Major Nethercutt’s (secesh) house we came across the Twenty-fifth 
Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, commanded by Col. J. Pickett, 
which was acting asa corps of observation at that point. We biv- 
ouacked with them for a few hours. From a contraband whom I picked 
up I learned that the enemy had changed their camp and had received 
additional re-enforcements. Upon consultation with Captain Jacobs we 
determined to ask of Colonel Pickett two companies of infantry, and he 
very kindly assigned us three companies (A, OC, and K), commanded by 
Captain Denny, Company K, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Regiment, 
numbering about 130 men. 

With this additional force we left Nethercutt’s house at 12 o’clock 
that night. Upon reaching the Trenton Cross-Roads, a distance of 4 
miles, we halted for the infantry to close up and then made our prepa- 
rations for the attack, for it was only some one-fourth of a mile beyond 
this point that we expected to meet their first picket, and our plan was, 
after drawing his fire, the cavalry was to commence a charge at once 
and endeavor to capture their reserve picket station of 25 men, said to 
be some half a mile beyond. We placed some of our fleetest horses 
with the advance guard, which was commanded by Lieutenant Gibbs, 
of Company E, Third New York Cavalry, and after allowing a few mo- 
ments of rest the column was again put in motion. Slowly and silently 
we moved along, every man intent on doing his duty, and determined 
not to be outdone by another. Presently we saw a flash, and then the 
sharp, shrill report of the rebel picket’s rifle, with his ball whistling 
over the heads, unharmed, of our entire column. Hardly had the flash 
died away when the command “charge” was given, and instantane- 
ously the whole column started like one man. On we flew, like the 
wind, the ground fairly quaking beneath our feet. The picket station 
reached, but not a rebel was found—they had heard the alarm and fled 
like thieves in the night. On we dashed to Hoble’s house, a mile be- 
yond, and again to Jones’ house, still another mile, but found nothing. 
So impetuous had been our charge that we had completely cut through 
and eut off their advance guard, which I afterward learned was com- 
posed of 40 men. 

While waiting here for the infantry to come up, which were to follow 
us at double-quick, and while Captain Jacobs was giving some instrue- 
tions to the advance guard, up rode two rebel cavalrymen evidently mis- 
taking us for friends, and inquired, ‘“What’s the matter below?” Before 
these words had hardly left their lips several of Colt’s “Love me quicks” 
were presented to their heads and they were “gobbled.” One of them 
in utter astonishment, remarked, “That?s another damned Yankee 
trick.” We learned from our prisoners that the rebel camp was about 
14 miles beyond, but nothing definite as to its situation. After the in- 
fantry had arrived we determined to attack them with our combined 
force. Accordingly, Companies A and ©, of the infantry, were placed 
in rear of our advanced guard, followed by the cavalry, while Captain 
Denny’s company (K) was held in reserve, and in this order all again 

pressed forward. We had gone but a short distance when our advance 
guard met six rebel infantrymen, who had been sent out to ascertain what 
had become of their two mounted men. They all immediately surren- 
dered, and while the two first were in the act of giving up their arms their 
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comrades jumped into the woods and fired, wounding Sergeant Mosier 
and Private Morenus, of Company HE, Third New York Cavalry. The 
infantry were then thrown out on the flanks as skirmishers, while the 
cavalry keptin the road. Ina very few minutes we met the enemy’s line 
of skirmishers and a brisk fire commenced. We adopted the “drop 
game” on them—that is, we fell down immediately after firing, loading 
our pieces on the ground; and after drawing their fire, which invariably 
passed over our heads, we would up and charge them again. In this 


- manner we kept gradually pressing forward and soon reached their — 


camp, which we found strongly barricaded on three sides. The rebels 
here attempted to make a final stand, but it was of short duration, for 
we carried their works by storm, they retreating in hot haste toward 
Kinston. In their camp we found several fine tents and any quantity of 
clothing, camp and garrison stores, arms and accouterments, and sev- 
eral packages (sent by express), containing coffee, tea, sugar, ham, and 
other delicacies of camp life, evidently showing that some of our claim- 
ing-to-be Union friends within our lines not only sympathized with but 
contributed to our enemies. We hastily gathered everything together 
and burned all, together with their camp, to the ground. 

Not deeming it safe to remain long in such close proximity to Kistonn 
with such a small force we commenced our homeward march, reaching 
camp at daylight, having marched 16 miles and done our fighting in 
six hours, our entire casualties being the sergeant and private of Com- 
pany E, as before mentioned. 

I must not omit to say that both officers and men behaved themselves 
with great credit to their country, and never have I seen men fight with 
more determination or bravery. 

We took 5 prisoners. Of the loss of the enemy I had no means of 
ascertaining, as the night was quite dark and we had no time to look 
after bereaved friends. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, your very obedient servant, 
JAS. R. CHAMBERLIN, 


Captain, Comdg. Company A, Third New York Cavalry. 


Lieut. Col. GEORGE W. LEWIS, 
Commanding Third New York Cavalry. 


No. 5. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Junius Daniel, C. 8. Army, commanding at Kinston. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, N. C., March 10, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 
yesterday. 

Inthe different skirmishes with the enemy on Saturday there were two 
infantry lost, supposed to be captured. I have since learned that there 
are two couriers missing, supposed to be captured. Major Winston lost 
a few tent-flies and a few blankets. I have learned from citizens that 
the enemy buried men on their retreat on the lower Trent road 
and that they had others wounded. On the Dover road citizens say 
there were several killed and some wounded. These reports come from 
citizens below and I think are reliable. 

T would have made these statements sooner but my pickets are so far 
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apart and on so many roads that I could not have done so sooner. I 
forgot to mention that one of my men deserted and made known to the 
enemy my signals, and it was in this way that they got upon the two 
infantrymen. Nothing of the enemy this morning. Generals Robert: 
son and Pettigrew are here. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
JUNIUS DANIEL, 

Brigadier-General. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, 

Commanding, Goldsborough, N. C. 


MARCH 6-10, 1863.— Expedition from New Berne to Trenton, Pollocksville, 
Young’s Cross-Roads, and Swansborough, N. C. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, U. S. Army, commanding Expedition. 
No. 2.—Capt. David A. Taylor, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief Signal Officer, = 
of operations March 5-15. : 
No. 3.—Lieut. Joseph Fricker, Eighth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry, Acting Signal 
Officer, of operations March 5-15. 
No. 4.—Surg. Pitkin B. Rice, One hundred and thirty-second New York Infantry, 
Chief Medical Officer. 
No. 5.—Lieut. Francis U. Farquhar, U. S. Corps of Engineers, Chief Engineer Hight- 
eenth Army Corps. 
No. 6.—Col. Silas P. Richmond, Third Massachusetts Infantry. 
No. 7.—Col. Augustus B. R. Sprague, Fifty-first Massachusetts Infantry. 
No. 8.—Lieut. Col. George W. Lewis, Third New York Cavalry. 
No. 9.—Maj. Jeptha Garrard, Third New York Cavalry. 


On nes 
Report of Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, U. S. Army, commanding Expedition. 


Hpgrs. Firra DIvision, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS 
New Berne, N. C., March 11, 1863. 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that the reconnaissance in 
foree, which I was directed to make by your letter of the 5th instant : 
was completed last evening by the return to New Berne and distribution 
to former quarters and commands of all the parts of my column. The 
instructions I received have been entirely carried out and the objects 
of the expedition fully accomplished. : 

It gives me pleasure to say that the most admirabie spirit was mani- 
fested by every portion of the command. The desire to carry out ie 
views of the Government, as made known through orders from time to 
time, was made strikingly apparent in all ranks, as was also the desire 
to have their determination to do so tested in the face of opposition 
even to the death. At the same time their feeling toward the cnom ; 
was self-possessed and magnanimous, as was illustrated by fiseyaee 
of personal conduct. I will give a narrative of the expedition a th 
records of the department. A copy of my orders is subjoined (A) e 

The column formed as it passed over the bridge at Brice’s Creek ti 
8.30 a, m. on the 6th. We crossed the bridge, which we had to a 
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struct over Mill Oreck, at 2.15 p. m., and bivouacked on ———— Creek, 
at MeDaniel’s plantation, at 4 p. m., at which place the train did not get 
fully up till near 12 o’clock at night. Leaving the train parked here, 

_ guarded by the Third Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers and a sec- — 
tion of Riggs’ battery, the column marched at 6.30 o’clock next morning 
in the same order. The cavalry arrived at Trenton at 8.45 a. m., fol- 
Jowed by the voltigeurs, where I joined them immediately, sending back 
to halt the main body 2 miles in rear. 

At 10 a. m. I sent from Trenton to General Spinola and Colonel 
Jourdan, commanding brigades, the message that “the bridges we were 
ordered to destroy have not been rebuilt since their former destruction; 
the enemy’s cavalry have been scattered by a charge of ours; there is 
no body of the enemy on this side the Trent, and consequently the 
column will face-about and return to the wagons.” The column marched 
in returning at 10.15 a. m. y i 

At 11.45 a. n., having obtained all the information I could at Tren-. 
ton and created the indefinite impression that I was going to Kinston 
‘or toward Richlands to look up their cavalry, I withdrew the cavalry 
to feed, without the limits of the town, and then continued the return 
march. 

LT arrived with the main column at MeDaniel’s at 1.30 p. m., and hav- 
ing previously sent orders to the train to hitch up, marched at 3.15 
p-m. by a direct route to Young’s Cross-Roads. The cavalry pushed on 
rapidly with its howitzer, followed more. moderately by the voltigeurs. 
When nearing Young’s Cross-Roads Colonel Lewis, being with the ad- 
vance of the cavalry, discovered, as he supposed, the enemy’s picket 
of two mounted men, and he charged to capture them. They proved to 
be one Lieutenant Sharp, aide-de-camp to General Whiting, and an- 
other lieutenant. Their start being a long one, they got off by plung- 
ing into and swimming the White Oak River, to the bank of which 
they were followed, where they fired upon their pursuers from the op- 
posite side. t 

A party of cavalry, being sent up the Pollocksville road, drove some 
foot pickets Mto.the swamp. Darkness came on before the infantry 
came up. We had withdrawn all but a small guard from the river to 
lay out the camp, which was to be on ground about a mile distant from 
the river, and a sentinel at the river being approached in the darkness 
from the direction of camp by six men, hailed them, at which they 
halted and cocked their guns. He called, “Turn out the guard,” and 
instantly the persons scattered in the cover. This party was Captain 
Harris and five of his men, as we afterward learned. As soon as the 
infantry came up I sent two companies to deploy, under the guidance 
of Captain Farquhar, United States Engineers, who was directed by me 
to reconnoiter the river thoroughly in the neighborhood. He ascer- 
tained that a log below the bridge was the means that footmen had of 
crossing. The river was carefully watched for the rest of the night, 
that no more of the rebels should get back to their quarters. On the 
opposite side of the river there was a steady light of a small camp 
bearing southwest by the compass. I could not tell whether it was a 
bright camp light 5 miles off or a lesser one a mile. The train did not 
come up till 2.30 o’clock in the night, owing to holes wearing in the 
road over which the howitzer and caisson charged with the cavalry. 
One of my permanent orderlies, who happened to be stationed to show 
the way that the wagons should turn out, reports seeing, during the 
hour of intensest darkness (perhaps 7 o’clock), previous to the coming 
up of the infantry, bearing southwest, a light, probably a fire balloon, 
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which rose and stood awhile, dipped several times, moved horizontally 
back and forth several times, then descended. Presuming from all 
these indications that a picket guard of the enemy intended to annoy 
the constructors of the bridge which I had to make here, I did not com- 
mence it till I had crossed a regiment, which I did soon after daylight 
in the morning. : ‘ 

Having deployed a company of skirmishers on the immediate bank 
of this side, [ placed two Napoleon guns in position to command the 
opposite bank, and sent a regiment across in single file on the log. The 
regiment which performed this duty and formed its line beyond the 
swamp was the One hundred and thirty-second New York, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hitchcock. The commander was ordered not to cross till three 
companies were over, and quite an emulation was excited among the 
captains as to who should go over first. Colonel Hitchcock ordered the 
Jeft flank company forward, and its commander, Capt. George Micha, 
Company A, One hundred and thirty-second Regiment New York Vol- 
unteers, was first on the log and on the opposite bank. No opposition 
was made till the verge of the swamp was reached, when half a dozen 
shots of small-arms were exchanged. 

At 10,30 a. m. the bridge was ready, and the column, with three days’ 
rations, moved over it, leaving behind to guard the bridge and train 
the Third Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, a battalion of the One . 
hundred and sixty-eighth Pennsylvania Militia, two sections of Parrott 
guns, one section of Napoleon guns, and a company of cavalry, Colonel 
Richmond, Third Massachusetts, in command. 

It being open country for the 4 miles to the next defile, Colonel Lewis 
was permitted to go on rapidly to it with the cavalry, followed within 
supporting distance by the voliigeurs of Major Garrard. The cavalry of 

the enemy were seen upon all flanks and in rear by these forces, cut off 
and scattered by our movements, and they were either left behind us or 
found some course other than the road we traveled to get away by. 

We marched a mile or so beyond where the road forks off to Snead’s 
Ferry, which the guide-post there says is 20 miles distant, and, finding 
a good position, bivouacked at 6.15 p.m. . 

In the morning I detached the cavalry to go back to the forks, take the 
Snead’s Ferry road, and proceed on that route and toward Swansbor- 
ough, taking into consideration the imminent prospect there of unfavor- 
able weather, as far as he thought he could, and join or communicate 
with me in the evening. At 12 m., presuming that the cavalry were at 
or near Swansborough, I marched back to and halted at the forks of the 
road to Swansborough till 4 p. m., at which time the cavalry joined me. 
Lieu tenant-Colonel Lewis’ report of this scout is appended. it was now 
evident from our reconnaissance that all the forces of the enemy in this 
region were withdrawn behind the New River; that the bridge at Jack. 
sonville had been destroyed and not yet rebuilt, and that there could be 
no point whatever in marching my column any farther away. 

No enemy could be met with without going farther than the organi- 
zation and supply of the command contemplated. There was nothin g 
left undone which the expedition set out to do; nothing more whatever 
which my imagination could suggest as within our reach to be done I 
therefore returned from this point at once to Youn 2s Cross-Roads 
reaching there at 6 p. m., and on the following day, the 10th pursned 
the route to New Berne. Ofcourse there were many incidents oceurriz: o 
having an interesting bearing on the personnel of our troops. Ata time 
when I was in the front with the advance guard of the cavalry I saw a 
corporal and two vedettes, who were 100 yards out beyond me on the 


. 
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road, hail and receive the surrender of three mounted rebels, uniformed 
3 and armed. <A bend in the road concealed from the rebels the danger 


they were approaching, and the corporal and vedettes, though ready, 


& made no attempt to fire. It could not have been performed quieter on 
the stage, and the balanced self-possession which it indicates I regard 


as a quality of the command. Beyond this I am satisfied by this march 


that there is neither corruption of politics nor infamy-of-peace notions 


to taint the pure patriotism of the command. It is glowing with a de- 
sire to enforce, as the country’s true soldiers, a decided policy of the 
Government for suppressing the rebellion. 

Tnclosed herewith please find (marked A, B, C, D, E, and F)* a copy 
of my instructions; report of Lieut. Col. G. W. Lewis, Third New York 
Cavalry, of scout toward the sea-board; receipt of department provost- 
marshal for seven prisoners, including a commissioned officer, sergeant, 
corporal, and four privates; report of property captured by the cavalry ; 
report of property captured by the voltigeurs; copy of my orders} relat- 
ing to the expedition. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY PRINCH, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commancéng. 

Lieut. Col. SourHarp Horrman, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Highteenth Army Corps, New Berne, N. C. 


{Inclosure A.] 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. C., March 5, 1863. 


GENERAL: By direction of the major-general commanding I have the 
honor to submit, for your guidance, the following points: 

You will proceed with your command to Trenton by the road on 
the south side of Trent River. On,arriving there you are to destroy 
the Trenton Bridge and the White Hall Bridge. The enemy in this 
direction will be carefully observed. You will then countermarch your 
command to Pollocksville and Young’s Cross-Roads. From this latter 
point, after leaving a strong rear guard for the protection of the wagon 
train and such force of artillery and infantry as you may deem need- 


ful to hold that point, you will push on toward Onslow. Observing 


the enemy in this direction you will take a strong position with the 
infantry and batteries of your command, and send all the mounted 
force at your command to scour thoroughly the country between the 
White Oak and New Rivers. From the information you may be able 
to obtain you will be able to determine as to the expediency of pushing 
the reconnaissance as far as Snead’s Ferry, near the mouth of the New 
River. 

The object of this expedition is to make a strong reconnaissance in 
the direction of Wilmington, to ascertain the roads, the crossings of 
the rivers and creeks, the position of the enemy, &c., and if possible to 
capture or break up two companies of cavalry supposed to be between 
the White Oak and New Rivers. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generai. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY PRINCE, 
Oomdg. Fifth Division, Dighteenth Army Corps. 

*Tnclosures B, D, and E are Reports Nos. 8 and 9. 

+ They relate solely to the routine duties of troops on the march and are therefore 
omitted. 
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PRoVOST-MARSHAL’S OFFICE, 
. New Berne, N. C., March 10, 1863. 
Received from Volonel Lewis, Third New York Cavalry, 7 prisoners, 
viz: William B. Pringle, Tenth North Carolina Volunteers; T. B. 
Snipes, Lieut. L. B. Williams, Josiah Tyson, and Wesley B. Mews, 
Sixty-third North Garolina Volunteers; Joseph Grey, deserter, and Z. 


M. Caston, citizen.* 
GEORGE F. WOODMAN, 
Department Provost. 


No. 2. 


Report of Capt. David A. Taylor, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief 
Signal Officer, of operations Mareh 5-15. 


Hpgrs. SIGNAL DETACHMENT, EIGHTEENTH A. C., 
New Berne, N. C., March 16, 1863. 


Sir: In pursuance to your orders, on the 5th instant I detailed two 
officers (Lieuts. Joseph Fricker and E. R. Blagden) to accompany the 
foree commanded by Brigadier-General Prince on the late reconnais- : 
sance to Swansborough. At the same time I detailed First Lieut. N.— 
S. Barstow to accompany the force under Colonel Sprague, at Newport 
Barracks, which was to advance on Swansborough by southern route 
and Second Lieut. Henry T. Merrill to accompany the command of 
one Pickett, who covered the right flank of General Prince’s move- 
ment. 

That the different forces might have aready and certain mode of com- 
munication I drew up a rocket code of signals for the use of the officers 
on this expedition. The command of General Prince bivouacked near 
Pollocksville on the night of the first day’s march; the command of 

Jolonel Pickett bivouacked at the Trenton Cross-Roads, with a heavy 
picket force of the enemy in front, for the reason that Golonel Pickett 
was going to attempt a surprise of the enemy. Lieutenant Merrill did 
not answer the rockets sent up by General Prince, as the rockets would 
reveal the position of Colonel Pickett’s foree which it was necessary to 
keep concealed. At3 a.m. of the 6th instant Colonel Pickett surprised 
a rebel picket, taking 5 prisoners and destroying their camp. a 

On the 7th instant Colonel Pickett fell back to the Pollocksville Cross- 
Roads to await the return of General Prince. General Prince march d 
directly to Swansborough, Colonel Sprague at the same time advange 
to the same point and reaching there nearly the same time oe com. 
munication between the two commands was immediatel : opened b : 
Lieutenants Fricker and Barstow. 7 en ee 

_On the return of the different forces there was no occasion for any 
‘Sl gnal communication between them. All parties arrived at New B a 
in time to take part in the skirmish at Fort Anderson on the 14th “On 
the morning of March 14, immediately after the attack on Fort And : 
son, Lieutenant Merrill and party was placed on board gunboat Sh: be 
sheen, Lieut. H. R. Blagden and party on the Hunchback, and Ticae 
Joseph Fricker, on the evening of that day, on board the gunboat 


* Discharged soldier from Thirty- : ' F ; 
aes ¢ m Thirty-fifth North Carolina Volunteers; has his discharge 


G. F, W, 
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Hetzel.. As soon as the attack commenced’ Lieutenant Barstow/signaled 
_ to Lieutenant Fricker that the enemy were in front of the fort}in large: 
force, with artillery, and asked for re-enforcements, to} which was re- 
plied, “Hold out as long as you can; re-enforcements will come’as: 
quickly as possible.” When the gunboats got into position their fire 
_ was directed*by means of signals by Lieutenant Barstow, stationed at — 
Fort Anderson, and Lieutenant Merrill, on board the Shawsheen. Lieu- 


| tenant Merrill, from the paddle-box of the boat, was able to obtain a 


better view of the movements of the enemy than any one else. He so 
skillfully directed their fire that one of the enemy’s pieces was for a time 
abandoned and their infantry driven back some distance. Had the 
garrison of Fort Anderson been strong enough to have made it safe a 
well-conducted sortie would have easily captured one or more of the 
enemy’s guns. 

On the morning of the 15th three boats went up the Neuse, accom- - 
panied by Lieutenants Fricker, Merrill, and Knox, who, by their signals, 
kept up a constant communication between the different boats to the 
entire satisfaction of the officers in command, who expressed themselves 
in terms of admiration at the ease, rapidity, and certainty with which 
every message was transmitted. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID A. TAYLOR, 
Captain and Acting Signal Officer in Charge. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTErR, 
Commanding Lighteenth Army Corps. 


No. 3. 


Report of Ineut. Joseph Fricker, Highth Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry, 
Acting Signal Officer, of operations March 5-15. 


Fipars. SIGNAL DETACHMENT EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, March 18, 1863.. 


Simm: I have the honor to submit to you the following report of tiie 
expedition under the command of General Prince: 

In obedience to your orders of March 5, 1863, I reported to General 
Prince for signal duty. Left New Berne at 8 o’clock, March 6, and pro- 
ceeded 3 miles beyond Pollocksville; bivouacked for the night. <Ac- 
cording to arrangements made previous to starting I sent up two red 
rockets, the first at 9 o’clock p. m., the second at ten minutes past 9. 
The rockets were to indicate that “the advance of our column is here, 
and all quiet,” but I received no reply from the other parties. 

On the morning of the 7th we started and advanced on Trenton. 
We remained in Trenton a few hours, then started and bivouacked 
about 6 miles from Trenton that night. There was nothing of any ac- 
count took place, with the exception of taking a few of the enemy’s 
pickets along the march. 

On the 9th I received an order from General Prince to accompany 
the advance cavalry to Swansborough, a distance of 16 miles, which I 
did, accompanied by Flagmen W. J. Lindsay and H. P. Baker. When 
within 1 mile of Swansborough the cavalry charged into the town, my- 
self and flagmen in the advance carrying a red signal flag. Iimmedi- 
ately went down to the water’s edge and called attention from the party 
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on the opposite side of Bogue Inlet. It was replied to by Lieutenant 
Barstow, signal officer, who accompanied a party under command of 
Colonel Sprague, of the Fifty-first Massachusetts Volunteers. We sent 
several official messages; Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, who was in com- 
mand of the cavalry and to whom I was ordered to report by General 
Prince, sending messages across the inlet and receiving reply in return. 
There was nothing worthy of note on our return to New Berne. 

Immediately on returning to New Berne I went to my station on the 
south side of the Neuse River, a short distance from General I oster’s 
headquarters. I remained there, communicating with Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Anderson on the opposite side. ; ; 

On Saturday, March 14, at 5.45 a. m. I received the following official 
message from the fort: 


To General FostER: 
The enemy have attacked our pickets with artillery and infantry. They are.in 
large force. The colonel wants more men. ; 
BARSTOW. 


I immediately sent the message to General Foster. In a few minutes 
the general came and told me to send to Lieutenant-Coionel Anderson, 
who was then in command of the Ninety-second New York, to hold out 
as long as he could and not surrender unless he was compelled to. 

J also received and sent a large number of messages from the fort 
asking. for more troops and re-enforeements, which I replied to, by 
order from General Foster, that re-enforcements would be there in a 
short time and that the gunboats were getting in position. I also re- 
ceived messages directing the fire of the gunboats and stating the loca- 
tion of the enemy. I also received messages from the gunboats-Hunch- 
back, Lockwood, and Shawsheen. 

On the evening of the 14th I was ordered on board the commodore’s 
boat Hetzel; remained there until 9 a.m., March 15, when I was or- 
dered on gunboat Allison to proceed up the Neuse River on a recon- 
naissance. 

We went up the river to Street’s Ferry, a distance of 12 miles. The 
enemy had retreated beyond this point. We found four of the enemy’s 
pickets; they skedaddled. We then shelled the woods for an hour, 
and returned to New Berne the same day. 

With great respect, I remain, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH FRICKER, 
Hirst Lieut., 8th Pa. R. V. C., and Actg. Sig. Officer 18th A. O. 
Capt. D. A. Taytor, 
Chief Acting Signal Officer, Highteenth Army Corps. 


No. 4. 


Report of Surg. Pitkin B. Rice, One hundred and thirty-second New York 
Infantry, Chief Medical Officer. 


Hpgrs. First Bria., Frern Div., KichrrEentH A, C., 
New Berne, March 12, 1863. 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to make the following report of the ex- 
pedition just returned : 
The division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, comprised of 
the two brigades commanded, respectively, by Brig. Gen. F. B, Spinola 
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us 


and Col. James Jourdan, together with two batteries of artillery, under 
the command of Major Stone, and four companies of cavalry, under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, left New Berne on the morn- 
ing of the 6th instant, and after marching over good roads with no 
difficult streams to cross, making 18 miles, bivouacked for the night in 
_ «large open field on high dry ground contiguous to an abundance of 
~ wood and excellent water. 
The men of the several infantry regiments, viz, the One hundred and 
_ seventy-first, One hundred and fifty-eighth, One hundred and sixty- 
~ eighth, and One hundred and seventy-fifth Pennsylvania Militia, com- 
_ prising Brigadier-General Spinola’s command, and the One hundred 
and fifty-eighth and One hundred and thirty-second New York Volun- 
teers, together with the Third Massachusetts Militia, commanded by 
Colonel Jourdan, bore the march exceedingly well; none sick; a few 
complaining of sore feet, occasioned by ill-fitting boots. 

_The second day the regiment left camp in light marching order, 
traveled 6 miles and returned to the camp of the previous night, the 
route being over a dry sandy road with no formidable streams to pass. 
After a halt of two hours, to enable the men to rest and prepare their 

rations, the march was resumed over a road about 3 miles of which was 
through low swampy ground. At 8 o’clock p. m., after accomplishing 
22 miles, encamped on high dry ground adjacent to wood and running 
water. On this day’s march the men suffered considerably from blis- 
tered feet; none, however, reported sick. 
& The next morning, March 8, at daybreak broke camp, and leaving 
the One hundred and sixty-eighth Pennsylvania and Third Massachu- 
setts Militia as a guard to the wagon train, crossed White Oak River 
and traveled 14 miles; bivouacked in a pine grove 5 miles from the junc- 
tion of the Swansborough and New Berne Cross-Roads, near to a full 
‘supply of good water. Next day at 1p. m. resumed the line of march 
and returned to our former camping ground at White Oak River. 

At 7 o’clock on the morning of the 10th the column took up its direc- 
tion homeward. During the early part of the day the roads were ex- 
cellent, but heavy rain setting in about noon rendered them heavy and 
the march very fatiguing; nevertheless the various regiments reached 
their camps about 8.30 p. m., and no stragglers reported. 

The entire march was performed in good order and unattended with 
any casualty; very few men were sufficiently sick to be conveyed in 
ambulances; the principal complaint was sore feet, the result of chaf- 
ing, confined almost entirely to those who wore heavy boots. ‘The con- 
trast in this respect between the boot and Government shoe was very 
marked and exhibited the superiority of the latter and absolute neces- 
sity of every infantry soldier substituting it for the boot on the march. 
Frequent bathing with cold water afforded great relief, and on the last 
day’s march of 22 miles but little complaint was heard. The rations 
provided for the regiments were abundant and of excellent quality. 
Fresh beef was furnished three days out of five. 

This report is written on the second day after the return of the troops, 
and the effects of the march on the physical condition and health of the 
men appear to be more beneficial than otherwise. The sick reports 
from the various regiments this morning are even less than usual. 

* Respectfully submitted. 
P. By RICH, 


Surgeon, 


Capt. S. W. WALDRON, 
Yai Assistant Adjutant. General, 
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No. 5. 


Report of Lieut. Francis U. Farquhar, U.S. Corps of Engineers, Chief 
; Engineer Eighteenth Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS D’ARMEE, 
New Berne, March 12, 1863. - 


Srr: I have the honor to report that in accordance with your orders 
I joined the command of Brigadier-General Prince on the 6th instant. 

The command moved along the Pollocksville road on the south side 
of the Trent. After passing Brice’s Creek the general direction of the 
road was a very little north of west. As far as Mill Creek the road was 
only tolerable, but after the rain it was very bad. We found it neces- 
sary to build the bridge across Mill Creek, which occasioned a halt of 
the advance guard of two hours. After passing the creek the road was 
firm and good., From Pollocksville the road bore nearly west. Our first . 
day’s march ended at the Mill Creek, near MecDaniel’s plantation. On 
the 7th the march was resumed toward Trenton. With the exception of 
the crossing of the creek near McDaniel’s the road was good. The creek 
near Trenton could not well be forded by field artillery when the creek 
is high. The Trenton Bridge was destroyed, as was also the White Hall 
Bridge. From reliable information we learned that there was a bridge 
known as the Quaker Bridge, and another bridge above White Hall and 
below Tuckahoe Creek. There is also a small neighborhood bridge 
known as Wilcox’s Bridge, about 6 miles from Trenton. However, these 
bridges are not absolutely necessary, as at the ordinary height of water 
the stream is fordable in many places above Trenton. 

The road from New Berne to Trenton affords many good places for 
camping, especially after passing Mill Creek, water and wood being abun- 
dant. At Trenton the command countermarched and returned to McDan- 
iel’s plantation, where we had camped the previous night. Irom thence 
we took a road bearing south by east for 5 miles and southeast for 3, 
which brought us to Young’s Cross-Roads. This road passed for the 
greater part through an extensive pocoson. The road was bad in some 
places. About Young’s Cross-Roads the ground was good for camping. 
Here our day’s march ended. The bridge across White Oak River was 
destroyed, and would have been rebuilt during the night, but the troops 
and negroes were very tired, having marched nearly 22 miles, and the 
enemy’s pickets were on the other side of the stream. On the morning 
of the 8th instant the troops crossed at 6.45. By 9.30 the bridge was 
finished. The general direction of the road toward Jacksonville south 
by one-half east. The country is slightly undulating. On the west side 
of the road for 8 or 9 miles is an extensive pocoson, from which flow 
many small tributaries of the White Oak River. Through this semi- 
swamp run many roads, at most times impracticable for wagons, but 
through which with great toil infantry might march. About 44 mniles 
from White Oak River there is a church known as “The Tabernacle,” 
near which the road forks, the left fork leading direct to Swansborough 
the distance to latter place being 13 miles; the right-hand road leads. to 
Jacksonville, the distance being 16 miles. About 4 miles from this fork 
the road again forks, the right-hand fork leading to Jacksonville, the left 
direct to Snead’s Ferry, passing through Piney Green. Near this latter 
fork the command bivonacked for the night. 

The next morning, with the cavalry for an escort, I made a recon- 
naissance to Swansborough. We took the Snead’s Ferry road as far 
as Piney Green; then we turned to the left toward Swansborouch 
From Pmey Green to Swanshorough the distance is 12 miles, and to 


| Cyar.XXX.] EXPEDITION FROM NEW BERNE, N. C. 175 


' Snead’s Ferry 15 miles. The roads are quite good, being of sand, but 
_ the country is flat, and in wet seasons would not afford good camping 
/ grounds. Swansborough is a small place, easily defended, and can be 
| approached by vessels drawing 8 feet of water. After spending two hours 
at Swansborough, during which time communicated with General Potter, 
we countermarched for 2? miles, when we took the right-hand road and 
| joined the infantry at Morton’s, near “The Tabernacle.” We then 
| marched on to Young’s Cross-Roads, where we bivouacked for the night. 
The next morning we marched for New Berne via Pollocksville. 
Accompanying this report is a sketch of the roads passed over.* 
Hoping that the information gained may be useful, I have the honor 
to be, general, your obedient servant, 
FRANCIS U. FARQUHAR, 
Second Lieut. U. S. Engrs., and Chief Engr. 18th Corps @ Armée. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster. 


No. 6. 
Report of Col. Silas P. Richmond, Third Massachusetts Infantry. 


Hpgrs. Tard REGT. MASSACHUSETTS VOL. MILITIA, 
Camp Jourdan, New Berne, N. C., March 12, 1863. 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to make the following report of the part 
taken by myself and command in the recent expedition under the com- 
mand of General Prince: 

On the evening of the 5th instant I received orders to march at 6 
o'clock on the following morning with three days’ cooked rations. 

March 6.—Formed regimental line at 6 a. m., and almost immediately 
after joined a column consisting of Prince’s division and took up the line 
of march toward Pollocksville. I marched 24 officers and 529 men. After 
crossing the Trent River I received an order detailing myself and tom- 
mand to the responsible and laborious position of escort to the subsist- 
ence train, which consisted of nearly 100 wagons heavily laden. I made 
the following distribution of my regiment: Two companies in advance, 
four companies in the center, and three companies in the rear of the train. 
We made good progress for about 6 miles, after which we encountered 
bad places in the road, which caused much delay and hard labor, but 
we finally succeeded in bringing the whole train to the place of bivouac 
at about 10 p.m. This was on the McDaniel’s plantation, 4 miles beyond 
Pollocksville. The distance marched this day was said to be 18 miles. 

March 7.—Harly this morning I received orders to park the train in 
the best possible position, and with my regiment, a section of Morrison’s 
battery, and a platoon of cavalry remain and defend it. I sent out the 
cavalry as patrols and five of my companies as pickets in different direc- 
tions, holding the remainder of my command in a position near the train, 
which I had parked near the center of a broad field. During the morn- 
ing the main column marched to Trenton and returned without meeting 
any opposing force. Nothing of importance happened at the place of 
bivouac during the absence of the commanding general. At 3p. m. the 
whole force took up the line of march toward Young’s OCross-Roads. 
My regiment was detailed to march in the rear of the train and a com- 
pany of cavalry in my rear. The roads were exceedingly bad, and I 
had to detail a large number of my men to go forward and assist in get- 
ting the wagons over the bad places. The train moved very slowly, 


' 
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the teams being frequently stuck. We arrived at the place of bivouac 


(Young’s Cross-Roads) with the whole train at 3 a. m. on the morning 
of the 8th, having marched about 10 miles. : : ; 

March 8,—My regiment with the One hundred and sixty-eighth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers, Belger’s battery, and a small company of cavalry, 
the whole being under my command, were detached from the column 
and ordered to hold this place while the main column moved on toward 


- Swansborough. The larger portion of the subsistence train was left with 


us. My whole force amounted to1,120 men. I immediately parked the - 


train in a large field near White Oak River, threw out strong infantry 
pickets with cavalry patrols beyond on the different roads, disposed of 
the remainder of my force to the best of my judgment for defense, and 
awaited the result. The remainder ,of the day passed very quietly. 
Mareh 9.—The night passed without any occurrence of importance, as 
also did the day until 6 p. m., when the main column returned, the ad- 
vance reporting to have been to Swansborough without meeting: the 
enemy in force. During the absence of the general my cavalry patroled 
the roads as far as Pollocksville in the rear and some 9 miles to the right 
on the opposite side of White Oak River, and also about 15 miles on the 


road to Peletier’s Mill, meeting no opposing force or signs of the enemy. 


The whole column again bivouacked here for the night. 

March 10.—Had the train straightened out and my regiments in line 
before 7 a. m., but had to wait some time for the First Brigade, they 
having the advance, my regiment coming next in column, the train fol- 
lowing, and the remainder of the Second Brigade in the rear. The col- 
umn moved at about 8 a. m., taking the direct road to Pollocksville. On 
arriving at the last-named place, in accordance with orders I halted my 
regiment and the train until all the force in the rear had passed on; we 
then moved on. Colonel Jourdan destroyed the bridge after we crossed. 
It now commenced to rain very heavily and continued to do so about 
two hours. This rendered the roads very bad indeed. My regiment 
was distributed through the train in the same manner as on the first 
day out. We moved very slowly and with much hard labor in assistin g 
the train. The head of the train reached New Berne about 9 o'clock, 
but the rear did not get in until after 11 p.m. The distance marched 
this day was 22 miles. 

Both my officers and men were very much exhausted with their con- 
stant exertions to assist the train along. There were no severe casual- 
ties in my command during the expedition. [am pleased to say that 
although my command occupied the hardest and most responsible posi- 
tion during the entire expedition, yet there was but very little com- 
plaint, the men, with but few exceptions, doing their duty nobly. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

S. P. RICHMOND, 
Colonel, Commanding Third Massachusetts. 
Col. J. JOURDAN, Oomdg. 2d Brig., 5th Div., 18th A. C. 


NOUS 
Report of Col. Augustus B. R. Sprague, Fifty. Jirst Massachusetts Infantry. 


Hpgrs. FIrry-FIRst MASSACHUSETTS REGIMENT, 
Beaufort, N. O., March 11, 1863. 
CoLonuL: In obedience to instructions from department headquar- 
ters I left Newport Barracks on the morning of the 7th instant with 


, 
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Companies B, ©, D, H, and I, of my regiment, a section of Lee’s battery, 
eae Cady, and Captain Moschell’s company of Third New York 
avalry. 

Passing through the pocoson around the head of Big Broad Creek 
we arrived at Cedar Point, opposite Swansborough, some 18 miles from 
Newport, about 4 o’clock on the afternoon of the 7th. : 

The steamer Wilson did not make her appearance at the mouth of 
the White Oak River as arranged, and as no other transportation could - 
be procured to cross the river (about 14 miles wide at this place) the 
troops went into bivouac in the woods at Cedar Point. On the morn- 
ing of the 8th, the Wilson not having arrived, I accompanied Captain 
Moschell’s company of New York cavalry on a reconnaissance up the 
east side of White Oak Creek to a point called Dorton’s Ferry (about 
16 iniles distant from the Point by road), about 6 miles from Smith’s 
Mill, or Young’s. Hn route we passed over Pettiford’s, Hadnot’s, and 
Hunter’s Creeks; examined Dorton’s Ferry, long since abandoned_as a 
thoroughfare and entirely impracticable as such in consequence of the 
extended marsh over which a road must necessarily be built to. the river 
bank. The marsh which borders the river at this point is nearly a mile 
in width and the river in the vicinity about 200 feet broad. 

There is no ferry or ford between the Point and the mouth of the 
White Oak River. We returned to Cedar Point, arriving at the camp 
soon after dark. , 

On the morning of the 9th communicated with Lieutenant-Colonei 
Lewis, who had reached Swansborough, coming down on the other side 
of the river with a detachment of Third New York Cavalry. 

At 6 o’clock a. m., 10th instant, left Cedar Point and returned to 
Newport Barracks. 

Saw nothing of the enemy during our advance and absence, and am 
convinced that they do not cross White Oak River in force, and that 
Swansborough has only been occupied by some 15 or 20 of the enemy 
as. an outpost. 

Brigadier-General Potter, chief of staff, joined me in the expedition, 
and I respectfully refer to him in the matter of details, relative to ferry, 
fords, depth and width of rivers, &c., in conformity to original instruc- 
tions. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. B. R. SPRAGUE, 
Colonel Fifty-jfirst Massachusetts Regiment. 


Lieut. Col. SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Highteenth Army Corps. 


No. 8. 
Reports of Lieut. Col. George W. Lewis, Third New York Cavairy. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD NEw York CAVALRY, 
New Berne, N. O., March 11, 1863. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that in obedience to the follow- 
ing order, viz— 


HEADQUARTERS FirTH DIvIsIoN, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Bivouac in Field, March 9, 1863—6 a. m. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, with the cavalry and voltigeurs, will reconnoiter upon 
the road leading from this point to Snead’s Ferry, and will pass from it toward 
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Swansborough, going as far on both routes as he may consider prudent, taking into 
Gopnderaiion ihe (imetniag state of the weather, so as to join the main body by 


night or communicate with it. f 
By command of Brigadier-General Prince: S. W. WALDRON, Jr., 


Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General— 


I started with four companies of my regiment and one mounted howit- 
zer and 150 mounted men, under Major Garrard, in the direction of 
Swansborough, which road intersects the road to Jacksonville via 
Snead’s Ferry at Piney Green, 11 miles from Jacksonville and 13 from 
Swansborough. Halting at Piney Green I sent a detachment up the 
road to Snead’s Ferry, 2 miles or more; they reporting nothing in that 
direction, I moved on to Swansborough, arriving there at 11 a. m., com- 
municating with General Potter, at Hill’s plantation, directly opposite 
Swansborough, through Lieutenant Fricker, the signal officer accom- 
panying my command. General Potter immediately crossed to Swans- 
borough in a small boat. 

After remaining at Swansborough nearly three hours I took up the 
line of march and joined the left of the column, under your command, 
at_ the forks of the road, 5 miles from Young’s Cross-Roads, at 5 p. m. 

During the march we captured three Confederate soldiers, one a pa- 
roled prisoner named Caston, who was not yet exchanged; one by the 
same name who claims to have been recently discharged, and Private 
William B. Pringle, Tenth North Carolina Volunteers, who was visiting 
Swansborough on a furlough. 

On my advance I captured several citizens, taking them to Swans- 
borough, but returning them to their homes on my return. I ascer- 
tained by inquiries all along the route that the rebel pickets had left 
the day before for Jacksonville. 

Tam, general, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

G. W. LEWIS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Third New York Cavalry. 


Brigadier-General PRINCE, 
Commanding Fifth Division, Eighteenth Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD New York CAVALRY, 
New Berne, N. C., March 12, 1863. 


GENERAL: J have the honor to report the following list of property 
taken by my command during the recent march, viz: 
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Very respectfully, your obedient Servant, 
G. W. LEWIS, 
Commanding Third New York Cavalry. 
Brigadier-General PRINCE, 
Commanding Fifth Division, Bighteenth Army Corps. 
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No. 9. 
Report of Maj. Jeptha Garrard, Third New York Cavalry. 
HEADQUARTERS VOLTIGEURS, ‘ 
; » —, 1863. 
List cf property taken on march made by General Prince’s division 
by Maj. Jeptha Garrard, commanding voltigeurs : 
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JEPTHA GARRARD, 
Major, Third New York Cavalry, Comdg. Voltigeurs. 


Captain WALDRON, JR., 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Prince’s Division. 


MARCH 7-9, 1863.—Reconnaissance from Suffolk and skirmish (9th) near 
Windsor, Va. 


Report of Col. Charles C. Dodge, First Battalion New York Mounted 
Rifles. 


HEADQUARTERS MOUNTED RIFLEs, 
Suffolk, Va., March 9, 1863. 

Srr: I have the honor to submit the following report of a late recon- 
naissance at Smithfield, Blackwater, &c.: 

In accordance with instructions from general headquarters I started 
with about 450 of my command and one field howitzer on the evening 
of the 7th instant for the Isle of Wight Court-House, and thence to 
Smithfield, where I remained till about 9 a. m. on Sunday, the 8th in- 
stant. No enemy were discovered, although the day before Lieutenant- 
Colonel Taliaferro was reported there with a small party. He had un- 
doubtedly returned across the river by Broadwater or Proctor’s Bridge. 
Making the cross-roads my headquarters, strong scouting parties care- 
fully reconnoitered the vicinity for a circle of 10 miles, but met no en- 
emy. The inhabitants of this district assured us that since Pryor’s raid 
there some two months ago no large force has visited thetown. A few 
mounted rebels occasionally appear, but do not remainany time. Iam 
confident all that district, including Surry Court-House, may be safely 
considered free from them. From Smithfield we proceeded via Benn’s 
Church to Chuckatuck, where we spent the night. Every effort was 
made to gain information as regards the enemy and their visits to this 
place, and our exertion satisfied me that, excepting on one or two occa- 
sions, never more than two or three Confederate soldiers had dared to 
enter the peninsula. These persons came to see their relations, &., and 
seldom have done any oneaninjury. I believe, however, forage, bacon, 
&¢., have been sent from there to Zuni and Petersburg in times past, 
but none whatever can be found now, and the disadvantage of this 
therefore exists no longer. The guerrillas have burned down the only 
bridges leading direct from Chuckatuck toward Suffolk or Windsor. 

On the a. m. of the 9th instant we were obliged to make a detour of 
some miles, improvise a bridge, and proceed toward Barber’s Cross- 
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‘Roads and Windsor, arriving about 10a.m. Parties were at once sent 
“out toward Blackwater Bridge and Zuni. The former had not pro- 
ceeded far when its advance guard, in turning asharp bend in the road, 
suddenly came upon the advance of a small force of the enemy en route 
‘for Windsor. Shots were exchanged, and my advance at once ordered 
“to charge. This they did well, the main column supporting them atas 
“close a distance as possible. At our first fire, however, the. enemy, 
“whom we learned to be some 50 of Claiborne’s Confederate cavalry 
(Seventh Regiment), turned and fled precipitately. Lieut. Thomas 
Freeborn, with Squadron D, pursued them at his utmost speed, driv- 
‘ing them vigorously, the entire column following at the gallop; but as 
they had some half a mile the start of us and fresh horses it was im- 
possible to come up with them, although we followed to within half a 
mile of Blackwater Bridge at the most rapid gait in our power. They 
crossed the river at once upon the pontoon bridge there. Lieutenant 
Freeborn and Major Wheelan succeeded, however, in capturing four 
men and horses, with several rifles, shot-guns, &c., which the enemy 
had thrown away in their flight. The prisoners are in the hands of the 
- provost-marshal, awaiting such examination and disposition as you may 
decide. Believing it imprudent to attempt to force the bridge, consid- 
ering the force we knew to be there and the wearied condition of our 
men and horses, we returned with our captures to Windsor. The party 
going toward Zuni went to within sight of the river banks, but met no 
force on this side, although pickets, as usual, were discovered on the 
other. 

Thus the entire section of country which I guard has been most care- 
fully reconnoitered, and, I trust, to the general’s satisfaction. The con- 
duct of my men has been everything that could be desired, and all of 
the regimental officers and men are but the more eager from the experi- 
ence of to-day to meet the enemy in a fair fight, that they may then 
prove, as they have often before, the injustice of late reports cireulated 
by malicious parties concerning the demoralization, &c., of the Mounted 
Rifles. Not aman has been lost, nor, I can safely Say, a pennyworth 
of property destroyed. 4 

I aly the honor to remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES C. DODGE, 


Colonel, Cor dina. 
Maj. B. B. Fostrr, ; nmanding 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARCH 7-14, 1863.—Expedition seh New Berne to Mattamuskeet Lake 
6, 


Report of Col. David B. Morris, One hundred and Jirst Pennsylvania In- 
Santry. 


HDQRS. ONE HUNDRED AND FIRST RuEGT. PA. VOLS., 
New Berne, N. C., March 17, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit the followin g as my report of the ex- 


pedition under my command around Lake Matt ) p 
North Carolina. attamuskeet, Hyde County, 


In obedience to instructions from 


corps head March 7 
embarked the troops under my com ; tide Godt ais. 


mand, viz, One hundred and first 
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and One hundred and third Regiments Pennsylvania Volunteers, Com- 
pany F, Third New York Cavalry, and one piece and caisson Third New 
York Artillery, on the afternoon of 7th instant, on board the North- 
erner and Escort. Accompanied by the North State and two scows, we 
proceeded to Swan Quarter, Hyde County, arriving at 7 o’clock a. m., 
Sth instant, and the gunboat Allison at once proceeded to Rose Bay 
Bridge to prevent its reconstruction. 

After eight or ten hours delay, caused by the captain of the steamer 
Northerner failing to go nearer than about 13 miles to the landing, wecom- 
menced debarking the troops in the afternoon of the 8th instant. Seven 
companies of infantry and one platoon of cavalry, with howitzer, under 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Armor, One hundred and first Pennsy]- 
vania Volunteers, were debarked and marched to Swan Quarter, 1$ miles 
from the landing, arriving about 5 o’clock p.m. The remainder of the 
troops debarked at 11 o’clock on the morning of the 9th and proceeded 
to Swan Quarter. Acting on the advice of Captain Richardson, Third 
New York Cavalry, we then advanced in two columns, one in a south- 
west direction, under command of Colonel Morris, the other in a north- 
west direction, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Armor, forming a 
junction at Mason’s house at the earthwork, distant about 8 miles from 
Swan Quarter, where we bivouacked for the night, after posting our 
picket. During the night our picket captured 1 man (Thomas Voliva), 
attempting to fire upon the picket. 

- We resamed the line of march at 6.30 0’clock a. m., 10th instant, pro- 
ceeding around the lake from north to east, marching 25 miles, and 
bivouacked for the night on Spencer’s farm. At 6 o’clock a. m., 11th 
instant, resumed the march; arrived at Swan Quarter about 6 o’clock 
p. m., having marched 30 miles. During the 10th and 11th it rained 
almost incessantly, consequently the roads were very bad. No armed 
force at any point was to be seen. 

A few stragglers, whose names were on the guerrilla muster-roll, were 
captured and brought to New Berne. A few others, supposed to belong 
to the company, were also brought with us—l11 in all. They are now 
in the hands of the provost-marshal at New Berne. 

About 60 citizens were made prisoners, but released at Swan Quar- 
ter upon taking the oath of allegiance. From the best information 
that could be obtained the band of guerrillas in this county were scat- 
tered about in small parties of from 6 to 8, through the almost impass- 
able swamps. 

Quite a number of horses, oxen, and carts were captured, but the 
ereater part were abandoned, not deeming them of sufficient value to 
warrant the delay of transportation and expense of subsistence. On 
the morning of the 12th instant Captain Richardson, with 300 men and 
all available transportation, was sent out 7 miles, to the farm of Judge 
Donald, for the purpose of bringing in a quantity of cotton, corn, and 
bacon. . 

The following is an approximate list of all the property turned over 
to the proper authorities: Seventeen horses; 13 buggies; 1 yoke oxen; 
1 schooner, Snow Squall, of Washington, of about 35 tons burden; 8 
cart-loads cotton (small portion unginned), not baled; about 1,500 
pounds bacon; about 400 bushels corn; about 40 slaves, who followed 
us to the landing. We embarked on the 13th instant and arrived at 
New Berne on 14th instant. The only buildings burned by my order 
were the outbuildings of a farm-house near Fairfield, in which we 
found a rebel officer’s coat, ammunition, &c. I regret to state that a 
small mill at Swan Quarter was fired and burned, and alsoa barn filled 
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with corn adjoining Spencer’s farm was burned by an unknown party; 
also a sd bey of i Ae of fodder on the farm of Judge Donald was 
burned without my order. 5 

I would also call attention to a lack of proper discipline among the 
line officers of the One hundred and third Regiment Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteers. They seem to have little or no control over their commands, 
and lack energy to enforce proper discipline. To this there are some 
exceptions. 

The One hundred and First Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers also 
lacks discipline, which I attribute to my long absence from it, but which 
in the course of time I will bring about again. As an instance of in- 
subordination in the One hundred and third Regiment Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, while embarking on board the Northerner from the steamer 
Escort the officers and men, contrary to repeated orders, rushed forward 
_ before the boat could be made fast to such an extent as to endanger 

life and to render it impossible for the officers of the boat to manage 
her. Having repeated the order for the men to remain in their places 
and await orders, and all to no effect, I seized a gun and fired down the 
side of the boat for the purpose of deterring the men, but with no in- 
tention of injuring any one. At the moment of firing a man rushed 
forward and was slightly injured. 

My thanks are due the officers of the Escort, North State, Lockwood, 
and Allison for their valuable assistance. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. B. MORRIS, 
Colonel, Commanding Expedition. 
Lieut. Col. SoUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


(Addenda. ] 


NEw BERNE, March 28, 1863. 
Major-General FostER, Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: I deeply regret to be compelled, in the last hours of my 
stay here, to distress you by complaints of the outrages of our forces in 
the last expedition to Hyde County. In numerous instances, well au- 
thenticated, they entered and robbed the houses of loyal men, destroyed 
furniture, insulted women, and treated with scorn the protections which 
by your advice I had given them. Can I give to people whose loyalty 
is not and has never been questioned any assurance that you can see 
them protected ? 

_As matters now stand the loyal men and women, aged and infirm, out- 
side of our lines are the most unfortunate and oppressed in our country 4 
both sides pillage and rob them. I know you have uniformly rebuked 
these atrocities, but your words have been treated like my protections. 

I invoke for the people referred to such interposition as your sense of 
duty and humanity will suggest. 

With high respect and regard, yours, &e., 
ED. STANLY. 


({Indorsement.] 


MARcH 29, 1863. 


J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General. 


Referred to Colonel Morris for report. 
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MARCH 8-16, 1863.—Expedition against New Berne, N. C., including skir- 
mishes (13th-14th) at Deep Gully, and attack (14th) on Fort Anderson. 


REPORTS.* 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. 8. Army, commanding the Department of 
North Carolina. 

No. 2.—Capt. David A. Taylor, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief Signal Officer. 

No. 3.—Lieut. Nathaniel 8. Barstow, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Infantry, Acting 
Signal Officer, of attack on Fort Anderson. 

No 4.—Itinerary of the First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, Brig. Gen. Innis 
N. Palmer, U. 8. Army, commanding, March 7-15. 

No. 5.—Col. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, Second Brigade, 
of skirmishes at Deep Gully. 

No. 6.—Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, U.S. Army, commanding Fifth Division, of opera- 
tions March 15-16. 

No. 7.—Maj. Gen. Daniel H. Hill, C. S. Army, commanding Expedition. 

No. 8.—Maj. John C. Haskell, C. S. Army, commanding Artillery. 

No. 9.—Brig. Gen. John J. Pettigrew, C.S. Army. 

No. 10.—Brig. Gen. Richard B. Garnett, C. S. Army. 

No. 11.—Brig. Gen. Junius Daniel, C. S. Army. 

No. 12.—Brig. Gen. Beverly H. Robertson, C. S. Army, commanding Cavalry. 


INO 


Reports of Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. 8S. Army, commanding the De- 
partment of North Carolina. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
New Berne, N. C., March 15, 1863. 


GENERAL: The enemy are retiring from an attack on this town, which 
was intended to have been strong, but was feeble, very feeble, in all 
places except on a work on north side of Neuse River, directly opposite 
the town. At that point the enemy opened a brisk artillery fire from 
seventeen pieces, which continued about three hours. They retired a 
short distance and remained threatening the work till this morning, 
when they retired. The whole force of the enemy, from deserters, was 
13,000 infantry and cavalry and thirty-nine pieces of artillery. I am 
sending parties out in all directions to harass the enemy’s retreat. The 
attack was on the 14th, the anniversary of the taking of the town, and 
the supposition is that they intended to recapture the town on that day. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
New Berne, N. C., March 15, 1863. 
GENERAL: Referring to my telegram of this date I have the honor to 
report that on the evening of the 13th the enemy appeared in force on 
the Trent road, driving in our picket posts on that road; the force on 


*¥or reports of Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. Lee and Commander A. Murray, U. S. 
Navy, see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 7, 1863. 
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the road was heavily re-enforced and ordered to retire slowly, and fight 
if t. were pressed. - 
2 ener of the 14th General Pettigrew, with a force of 7 ,000 men 
and seventeen pieces artillery, attacked a small work on north side of 
the Neuse River, occupied by the Ninety-second New York Volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson.* They opened a fire from adl their pieces 
on the work and held their infantry in reserve for assault. . Colonel 
Anderson was summoned to surrender several times, which he declined 
doing. Referring to me for orders, I instructed him to defend and hold 
the work. The Navy gunboats were in an unfortunate position to be of 
much assistance at first, owing to one being aground and the other two 
damaged. They were, however, towed to position by tugs, and, assisted 
by a battery of rifled guns on this side of the Neuse, compelled General 
Pettigrew to withdraw his artillery and infantry, merely remaining in a 
threatening position till this a. m., when he finally retired. On south 
side of Trent River the enemy advanced to within 6 miles of New Berne, 
but have withdrawn, The attack was to have been made with vigor 
enough by General Pettigrew to have taken Camp Anderson. which 
would have enabled him to have planted rifled batteries at that point, 
whence he might have driven the gunboats from the river and shelled 
the town, during which a strong attack was to have been made on Trent 
and Neuse roads. Our pickets held them on Trent road, although they 
were ordered to fall back to my defenses where I proposed making the 
fight. 

“The whole affair, meant to be effective and stron g, was ineffective and 
weak, inflicting no damage and accomplishing no object. 

The force of the enemy was about 13,000 to 14,000 infantry and cav- 
alry and thirty-nine pieces of artillery. Our loss was only 2 killed and 
4 wounded. 

Referring to my letter of Mareh 2, I beg to say that recent informa. 
tion shows General Longstreet with his corps to be on the Blackwater, 
and not southwest, as reported. 

Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C. 


ENOcEee 


Report of Capt. David A. Taylor, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief 
Signal Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS SIGNAL DETACHMENT, 
New Berne, March 18, 1863. 
Sir: Inclosed I forward you copies of the reports of Lieutenants Mer- 
rill t and Barstow, containing an account of their signal operations at 
and in the vicinity of New Berne during the late movements and of 
the action which took place here on the 14th instant. 
I can truly say that both Lieutenants Merrill and Barstow are by far 
too modest in describing their own Share of the work. 


SuDhe casualties in the Ninety-second New York Infantr 
3 men missing; 1 man reported as killed, March 13. 
t Not found, ’ 


y were 3 men wounded and 
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The position occupied by Lieutenant Barstow was one of extreme 
danger; every tent and house within the works at Fort Anderson was 
_ riddled by shot and sheil, and the parade literally blown up by the ene- 
my’s artillery. Both Lieutenant Barstow and his flagman (Marsh) were 
struck by spent pieces of shell, but fortunately received no injury of any 
account. I1tis but justice to Lieutenant Merrill to state that but for him 
the gunboat on which he was placed would have done more damage to 
our troops than the enemy, as either through the stupidity, excitement, 
or drunkenness of its commanding officer they were going to open fire 


on the only place where the garrison of the fort were covered from the 


fireof theenemy. Lieutenant Merrill having taken position on the pad- 
dle-box had a fine view of the field and the roads by which the enemy 
must come to assault the place, aud the moment the head of their columns 
showed themselves gave directions, distances, and elevations to the gun- 
ners, and that so accurately that some of the rebel guns were for a time 
abandoned and their infantry driven back. He and Lieutenant Barstow 
together directed the fire of the gunboat Hunchback and the batteries 
on shore on the south side of the Neuse. ; 

With a corps of such officers as Lieutenant Merrill I would be willing 
to undertake anything. 

It was impossible for these officers to get their reports ready in time, 
or these copies would have accompanied my own report of the same 
transaction, lately mailed to you. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID A. TAYLOR, 
Captain and Acting Signal Officer. 


Maj. A. J. MYER, Signal Officer, U. 8S. Army. 


No. 3. 


Report of Lieut. Nathaniel S. Barstow, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts In- 
Santry, Acting Signal Officer, of attack on Fort Anderson. 


HEADQUARTERS SIGNAL DETACHMENT’, 
New Berne, March 16, 1863. 
Sir: On the 13th instant, in pursuance to orders of Captain Taylor, 
I reported for signal duty to Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson, at Fort An- 
derson, on the north side of the Neuse River, New Berne, N. C. 
On the morning of the 14th instant, just before daylight, the fort was 
attacked by General Pettigrew with two brigades of infantry and sev- 


enteen pieces of artillery. } 
By order of Colonel Anderson I sent the following message to Major- 


General Foster: 
The enemy are in front of us in large force, with artillery; we want men. 


Answer: 
Re-enforcements shall be sent as soon as possible, 


After sending this message, by the severity of the enemy’s fire I was 
compelled to change my position, and took a more sheltered place. 


From Colonel Anderson to General Foster: 
Send more men; send them quickly. 


Answer: 
Hold out as long as you can; lie close; men are coming. 
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This message was several times repeated, each time by order of 
Colonel Anderson in his extreme anxiety for re-enforcements. I sent 
several messages to the gunboats, directing their fire, such as, ‘“ Fire 
higher,” ‘‘ Fire to the left,” ‘‘Fire to the right,” &c., but having no blank 
book with me at the time could not record them. 

I wish to recommend to your notice my flagman, Timothy S. Marsh, 
Company D, Twenty-first Massachusetts Volunteers, who throughout the 


whole affair behaved with admirable coolness under.-a fire the severest ~ 


I ever saw. 
I have the honor to remain, yours, very respectfully, 
N. 8S. BARSTOW, 
Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer. 


Capt. D. A. TAYLorR, 
Chief Acting Signal Officer. 


No. 4. 


Itinerary of the First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, Brig. Gen. Innis 
NV. Palmer, U. 8. Army, commanding, March 7-15.* 


March 7.—In accordance with orders from Headquarters Eighteenth 
Army Corps, five companies of the Fifty-first Massachusetts Volunteer 
Militia, of the First Brigade, marched from Newport Barracks to Cedar 
Point, opposite Swansborough, on White Oak River, where they biv- 
ouacked. Here the infantry remained while a reconnaissance, under 
General Potter, chief of staff Eighteenth Army Corps, was made some 
16 miles farther on into the enemy’s country. On the return of the re- 
connoitering party the infantry returned to N ewport Barracks, arriving 
on the 10th instant. 

March 13.—In anticipation of an attack upon New Berne three regi- 
ments of the Second Brigade, viz, the Fifth Massachusetts Volunteer 
Militia, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, and the Forty-sixth 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, were sent to Deep Gully, on the Trent 
road. On arriving at the Gully it was found that the enemy had crossed 
and were strongly posted. Bivouacking for the ni ght, preparations 
were made for a morning attack. At daylight the movement com- 
menced and the fire of the skirmishers had just opened, when orders 
were received to retire to New Berne, leaving one regi ment, the Twenty- 
ae Massachusetts Volunteers, to hold the enemy in check. This was 

one. ; 

March 14.—The regiment at Deep Gully was re-enforced this a. m. by 
the Forty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, of the Second Brigade. 
An attack on New Berne being apprehended, the Forty-third Massa- 
chusetts Volunteer Militia and other forces, under command of Col. T. 
J.O. Amory, marched 18 miles on the Kinston road on a reconnaissance, 
but, the enemy having retired, returned on the 16th to camp. 

March 15.—The enemy commenced falling back, closely followed some 
15 miles by the Forty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia; but the 
road being rendered impassable at this point by the retreating force the 
Forty-sixth retraced their steps toward New Berne. 


“From Returns of the Division and First and Second Brigades for March, 1863. 
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Report of Col. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, Second 
Brigade, of skirmishes at Deep Gully. 


Hpgrs. TWENTY-FIFTH REGT. MASSACHUSETTS VOLS., 
Camp Oliver, New Berne, N. O., March 15, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 13th instant, at 5.30 
p. m., [ started with six companies of my regiment for the outpost near 
Deep Gully, that place being attacked by the enemy and being held by 
the other four companies of my regiment with a part of the Third - New 
York Cavalry. I arrived at the disputed ground soon after dark and 
learned that the enemy were in strong force in our front, with infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery, a distance of half a mile. By order of Colonel 
Lee, commanding the brigade, I divided my regiment, placing a wing 
on either side of the Trent ruad, throwing out a strong picket to guard 
against surprise, and remained on our arms until morning. 

At daybreak I moved forward a company as skirmishers and they 
immediately engaged the enemy’s line. General Palmer taking com- 
mand, I was ordered forward with my regiment, supported by the 
Fifth and Forty-sixth Regiments Massachusetts Volunteers, with a 
section of Riggs’ and one piece of Belger’s batteries. Musketry firing 
was kept up for nearly three hours. The city being attacked in our 
rear, the regiments supporting me were withdrawn for its defense, and 
i was left, with my regiment and two pieces of artillery, to take care of 
the enemy as best I could. Having special orders from General Pal- 
mer not to expose the pieces, I blockaded the road and fell back to a 
better position at the Jackson House and awaited their advance. They 
soon began to shell the woods around and keptit up at intervals during 
the day, but did not advance. At4 p.m. I sent out one company, under 
command of Captain Harrington, to observe the movements and posi- 
tion of the enemy if possible. He went as far as Deep Gully and found 
them falling back and exchanged shots with them atthat place. I was 
relieved by the Forty-third Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Militia 
at 6 p. m. on the 14th, and returned to camp at New Berne with a loss 
of 1 man wounded and 1 missing. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JOSIAH PICKETT, 
Colonel Twenty-fifth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers. 


GEORGE W. BARTLETT, 
A.A. A. G. Second Brig., First Div., Eighteenth Army Corps. 


No. 6. 


‘Report of Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, U. S. Army, commanding Fifth Di- 
vision, of operations March 15-16. 


Hpagrs. FirtH DIVISION, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. U., March 16, 1863. 
CoLONEL: Pursuant to orders, verbally communicated to me by the 
commanding general, my division moved out yesterday on the road 
south of the Trent River to feel the enemy, who had just then been 
reported from the front to have probably crossed in large force to that 
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ide. half past 1 o’clock the regiments left their camps, and at 
=| Speman 6 the command bivouacked 3} miles this side of Mill 
Creek. The ground and road being very bad and wet for 3 miles for- 
ward and the moon being absent made it impracticable to go farther. 
We found a picket of the enemy 2 miles in front, and our own picket, 
a mile in front, reports three shots fired into it in the night. 


We advanced at daylight to-day. We approached Mill Creek as if — 


to find it occupied. Meeting no opposition we took possession of the 
opposite bank at 8 a.m. 1 pushed on at once with the infantry to Pol- 
locksville and there learned that Robertson with his cavalry left that 
place yesterday at 1 o’clock p. m., going to Kinston. 

Having a picket on the Trent, this side of Mill Creek, I communicated 
by it with the gunboat North Star, the captain of which placed himself 
under my orders. This was prior to the advance from Mill Creek. I 
directed the boat to proceed to Pollocksville, where she arrived soon 
after the troops, when I ordered her to return to New Berne. 

Satisfied that the enemy were beyond reach and that no troops were 
left in that vicinity, I marched my command back to their quarters at 
New Berne. 

The One hundred and fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Militia was detailed 
last evening for the advance guard in the morning, and Colonel Me- 
Kibbin commanded it, although after being detailed his horse had fallen 
upon him and fractured the fibula of one of his legs. He returned in 
the gunboat from Pollocksville. He expressed himself as ably seconded 
in the duties of the morning by Lieutenant-Colonel Troxel and Major 
Hale, of his regiment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY PRINCE, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding. 


Lieut. Col. Sournarp HorrMan, 
A. A. G., Hdgrs. Eighteenth Army Corps, New Berne. 


No. 7. 
Report of Maj. Gen. Daniel H. Hill, CO. 8. Army, commanding Expedition. 


GoLDsBoROoUGH, N. ©., March 16, 1863—10 p. m. 

Have just this moment arrived from below. Our expedition was 
partly successful. I went with Daniel’s brigade on the lower Trent 
road to New Berne, and sent Robertson around on the upper Trent 
road to cut the railroad. Pettigrew was to bombard the Shipping and 
barracks from the other side. The result was highly satisfactory on 
our road. 

On Friday we drove them to their first line of works at Deep Gully, 
8 miles from New Berne. This was a very strong position naturally 
and strengthened by earthworks. It was defended by five companies 
and two pieces of artillery. General Daniel in person charged it and 
captured it with four companies. We held it that night and I sent an 
order to Robertson to cut the railroad the next day. 

At daylight Saturday morning the Yankees made a feeble attempt 
at a recapture of Deep Gully. General Pettigrew opened at the same 
time, but I soon discovered that he had been repulsed, as the firing 
was plainly that of the heavy guns of a gunboat. After repulsing the 
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Yankees at Deep Gully I would have pursued them to their next strong- 
hold, at Rocky Run, 3 miles nearer New Berne, but as Pettigrew had 
been silenced, and there were three shorter roads to Kinston than the 
one I was on, I fell back to a point opposite Trenton. Remained there 
Sunday and until noon to-day. No pursuit by the Yankees. Our loss 
has been slight. 

General Pettigrew reports: 


The absence of the Whitworth ruined us. The 20-pounder Parrotts are worse than 
useless. One burst, killing 4 men and wounding 4; another broke its axle. The 
shells of all of them burst just at the mouth of the gun. I hope never to see them 
again. 


Robertson sent me out a lieutenant, who partly cut the railroad. He 
sent out a colonel, who saw some Yankees and came back. Robertson 
did not go himself. We must have a better man. Garnett did not 
start until Sunday. I have sent Pettigrew to Greenville to protect 
him if necessary. I propose to go over there myself in a few days. I 
fear Garnett has seriously compromised himself by his long delay. If 
it be true, as your scout reports, that the Yankees have been so heavily 
re-enforced at New Berne they may attempt to cut Garnett off. Had 
the Whitworth been sent the gunboat would have been beaten and 
New Berne would have been at Pettigrew’s mercy. Then if my origi- 
nal plan had been carried out of moving Ransom on the Sound road to 
the rear of New Berne I think we would have gained the town, or at 
least have caused a very salutary alarm. The spirit manifested by 
Whiting has spoiled everything. My order of assignment says: ‘Gen- 
eral D. H. Hill is assigued to the command of all the troops in North 
Carolina.” If J-am to be cut down to two brigades I will not submit to 
the swindle. 

So far as I can judge there will be no movement at Charleston until 
Hooker gets out of the mud. Then there will be a general movement 
on Fredericksburg, Petersburg, the North Carolina Railroad, and Wil- 
mington. We ought to have been clearing out North Carolina while 
Hooker was mud-bound. This I urged three months ago, but I was 
unheeded. It is not yet too late to do something and I am anxious to 
go to work. I started out with my throat in a terrible fix and thought 
it might cost me my life. Thank God, I am no worse. 

Foster ought to be ashamed of letting one brigade run him into his 
rat-hole. 

I have received nothing but contemptuous treatment from Richmond 
from the very beginning of the war, but I hope they will not carry mat- 
ters so far as to perpetuate a swindle. 

You were greatly mistaken in supposing that I was indifferent about 
the Whitworth. I told you that it was too late to get it, but that it was 
worth all the gunsI had. I had tried the Parrotts, and their shells all 
burst prematurely. 

If the Yankee re-enforcements are as large as your scout represents 
them they will establish an inland communication between New Berne, 
Washington, and Plymouth, and thus have their cordon of forts com- 
plete from Suffolk down. A glance at the map will show how seriously 
this would embarrass us. For my part I could get no information from 
New Berne. 

With great respect, 
D. H. HILL, 
Major-General. 
{General LONGSLREET.] 
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No. 8. 
Report of Maj. John O. Haskell, OC. S. Army, commanding Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY, 
March 16, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor most may to submit the following 
rt of the artillery under my command: . 
a Having on March 8, in dhediones to orders from Maj. Gen. D. H. 
Hill, marched from Goldsborough with a portion of the reserve artillery, 
I bivouacked at Falling Creek, 26 miles from Goldsborough, 8 from 
Kinston. ; ‘ 

2d. On the night of the 8th at this place I received orders to report to 
Brig. Gen. J. J. Pettigrew, and from him orders to move on to Kinston 
with the rifle guns of my command, which consisted of four 20-pounder 
Parrott guns of the Macon Light Artillery, under command of Lieut. 
[C. W.] Slaten, and one 3-inch rifle of the Montgomery Light Artillery, 
under command of Lieutenant Davis. Having reported there with the 
above-mentioned guns, I was joined by the following batteries: Captain 
Wyatt’s, with two 12-pounder Napoleons (bronze), one heavy 12-pounder 
(bronze), and one 10-pounder Parrott; Capt. [J.] Graham’s, of one 3- 
inch rifle, one 12-pounder howitzer, and two 6-pounders ( bronze), and a 
section of Captain Graham’s battery (attached to Daniel’s brigade), of 
two 3-inch rifles. With this artillery I marched in rear of the brigade 
and trains about 21 miles from Kinston and halted for the night. About 
a mile from the camping ground I was delayed for over three hours by 
a portion of the brigade wagon train, and when they moved out, one 
of my guns, a 38-inch rifle, broke through a corduroy bridge, letting the 
piece down into the water; all the other guns of the command escaped. 
Two being behind this were delayed until this gun could be pried out 
and the bridge repaired. All the guns then crossed except the last two. 
The horses of the first of these took fright and pulled one side of the 
gun-carriage over the edge of the bridge. The water underneath being 
some 4 feet deep, with great difficulty the wheels were taken off the car. 
riage and the gun dismounted. To do this, however, it was found 
necessary to cut away part of the bridge, and before it could be repaired 
and the guns gotten to camp it was near daylight and the men and 
horses were much jaded. 

At 7 a.m. on the 10th the artillery resumed the march in the same 
position as the day before and marched as far as Palmetto Creek, which 
was crossed by all the artillery except the 20-pounder battery, the first 
gun of which crushed in the bridge and was drawn out by hand with 
great difficulty. The bridge was then repaired in about three hours 
and the rest of the train passed over and moved on, allowing the brigade 
commissary wagons to pass in front. In this order the march was con- 
tinued until within about 3 miles of the camping place for the night, when 
the artillery was stopped by the brigade wagon train, which had stalled 
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of Barrington’s Ferry and halted with all the guns except the 10.- 


| pounder Parrott of Captain Wyatt’s battery, which I had placed in 


position under Lieutenant Rives at Pettiford’s Ferry to enfilade the work 


_ at Barrington’s Ferry and fire at the gunboats when expedient. This 
gun fired a number of rounds at the encampment and redoubt, the effect 


of which could not be seen, and eight at a gunboat, four of which Lieut. 
[Charles M.] Rives thinks took effect, when she hauled off out of range. 

The artillery, with the exception of this piece, was moved forward just 
about daybreak, and I was directed by General Pettigrew to place them 
in position so as to play upon the earthwork at the ferry and the gun- 
boats upon the river. In obedience to this order I placed the guns of 
Captains Wyatt’s and Graham’s batteries in position about 400 yards 
from the work, and directed them to open fire with shell and case-shot, 
which they did, throwing the shell and case-shot with great precision in 
the work. After some rounds Captain Wyatt commenced firing solid shot 
from some of his guns to batter down the breastwork. It was soon found 
unavailing and stopped. As soon as the batteries of Captains Wyatt and 
Graham commenced firing I ordered up the rifle guns and placed them 
in position on the right and left of these batteries, giving them orders 
to direct their fire against the gunboats, except a section of 3-inch rifles 
under Lieut. Aldon Alexander, which was placed upon the extreme 
right, with orders to fire upon the earthwork at a point where it seemed 
weakest. Though the guns were worked well and fired accurately the 
effect was small. The rest of the rifle guns fired at the gunboat, which 
was distant 13 miles, with but little effect. Although they struck her 
several times it was impossible, with the very inferior ammunition with 
which they were supplied, to shoot accurately enough to strike any vital 
part unless by chance. After the firing had continued about an hour 
the first piece of the 20-pounders burst, mortally wounding 1 man and 
severely wounding 2 others. About half an hour after this, by the di- 
rection of General Pettigrew, the guns were gradually withdrawn and 
taken back about 1 mile, with the exception of the smooth guns of 
Captains Wyatt’s and Graham’s batteries, which were kept close to be 
inoved up if necessary. About 3 p. m. they were withdrawn and moved 
back to the halting place of the night before and halted there until 
about 12 o’clock at night of the 14th, when the artillery moved again 
until it arrived at the ground where I had encamped the night of the 
12th, and halted there until about 12 m. on the 15th; then again moved 
to Swift Creek and took position to repel an attack which was antici- 

ated. 

E During the march it was found necessary to dismount and leave one 
of the 20-pounder Parrotts, as the axle, which had an old crack in it, was 
found on examination to have broken in two during the fire of the 14th 
and could not be replaced. It was hidden, so that it might be sent for 
hereafter. I would most respectfully recommend that the 20-pounders 
be taken from the Macon Light Artillery, as it is a good company and 
deserves better than to have its members wounded and killed by defect- 
ive guns. 

ieyould beg leave, most respectfully, to call to the favorable con- 
sideration of the general, Lieut. Aldon Alexander, who on the march 
down gave invaluable aid by his skill as an engineer and untiring energy 
in commanding, which would without him have been the cause of much 
greater delay than was experienced. All the men and officers behaved 
coolly and well. ) 

The following were the casualties: Macon Light Artillery had 1 man 
mortally wounded, 2 severely; Lieutenant Alexander’s section had 1 man 
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wounded by a shell from the enemy, not dangerously. The remaining * 
batteries Tes none killed and none wounded. From Captain Graham’s 
battery there is 1 missing. Hh BE Gh a 
al respectfu our 
J am, captain, very resp A Percy Sten LL, 
: Major, Commanding Artilery. 
Capt. [N. C.] HuGuEs, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No.9. 
Report of Brig. Gen. John J. Pettigrew, C. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS PETTIGREW’S BRIGADE, 
Greenville, N. C., March 17, 1863. 

GENERAL: The expedition intrusted to me having failed in accom. 
plishing the hoped-for result, I submit the following statement of the 
causes : 

J left Goldsborough on the 9th instant (Monday) with the portion of 
my brigade there stationed and arrived at Kinston on Tuesday after- 
noon. That night I received your instructions to take the two rifled 
guns of General Daniel, the four 20-pounder Parrotts of the reserve 
artillery, and the Whitworth gun in case it arrived, and to proceed 
to Barrington’s Ferry; to get my guns in position without observa- 
tion if possible ; to open a concentrated fire upon the enemy’s work, 
which it was thought would so demoralize the enemy as to induce an 
almost bloodless surrender. I was then to open on the Yankee ship- 
ping and barracks. It was important that the bombardment should 
begin on Thursday. The distance was 57 miles, and the heavy rain of 
Tuesday and Wednesday had swollen the swamps and put the roads in 
very bad condition. Many of the bridges broke down under the 20- 


at dark, and I intended to start at midnight for the ferry, but aswamp 
some 3 miles in rear of the halt changed under the train into a quick- 
sand. The men vainly worked all night in the freezing water to repair 
it. It was necessary to bridge the whole Swap in a new place, which 


the ferry early in the night, but the 20-pounders having mired, the ar- 
tillery was detained until late in the morning. 


In a reconnaissance made by me and Major Haskell and my aides 


rifled gun, under Lieutenant Rives, was placed there before daylight 
The Twenty-sixth Regiment (Col. (H. K.] Burgwyn), assisted by ratte 
enemy’s pickets. 


d ent, if necessar 
were to carry the work. [| hoped then to intrench the 20-pounders an 


drive away the gunboats and the enemy from his intrenchments in front 


Binet 
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of New Berne. The first part of this programme was excellently well 


carried out; 3 of the enemy’s pickets were captured; the bridges within 
the enemy’s lines were repaired. At 400 yards we came for the first 
time in view of the work. The result of what I had heard of the char- 


_ acter of the work and learned from my reconnaissance of the previous 


day, and from what I now saw before me, was as follows: 
It was a simple pan coupé, situated on a slight elevation, the height of 
the interior crest being 8 or 9 feet and the ditch in front 6 by 8 feet. 


It was flanked by a swamp of 3 or 4 miles on the right and a swampy 
_ereek on the left, so that it could only be approached in front. The 


road ran down to its center and then along the ditch of the left half. 
The garrison was composed of a two-years’ regiment, about 250 or 300 
strong. 

It was now broad daylight. The presumption was the garrison would 
fire one round, costing us 50 or 100 men. I therefore decided to display 
my force, demoralize them by a heavy fire, and demand a surrender, thus 
saving my own men and not unnecessarily killing theirs. The light bat- 
teries deployed finely into battery at 400 yards from the work and opened 
upon ita rapid and well-directed fire. After a few minutes I demanded 
a surrender by Lieut. [Louis G.] Young, my aide-de-camp. This was 
a mistake on my part and I regret it very much, but it had no effect upon 
the principal object of the movement. They declined surrendering with- 
out consulting General Foster, &c. The firing was then recommenced. 
I now devoted my attention to the 20-pounders. I regret to say that 


_ their performance was execrable—fully as bad as the experiments at 


Goldsborough led us to fear. A gunboat lay opposite us at the wharf 
in New Berne, about 14 miles distant, getting up steam and firing upon 
us, in which she was aided by field guns, probably Whitworths from 
the sound of the missiles. Half of the shells from the 20-pounders 
burst just outside of the guns. They turned over in the air and were 
perfectly harmless to the enemy. At length the axle of one of these 
guns broke and it became unserviceable. Then another burst, wound- 
ing 3 men, 1 of them mortally. These four 20-pounders were our sole 
agents for accomplishing the object of the expedition. It was now 
painfully evident that they were worse than useless. Of the six guns 
composing the battery two had burst at Fredericksburg, one here, a 
fourth was disabled by the breaking of an axle-tree. The ammunition 
was fully as bad as the guns. The light guns would have been effective 
against gunboats in an ordinary-sized river, but the Neuse at New 
Berne is so wide as to enable them to remove a mile or two distant. 
Other boats with heavy guns were coming round from the Trent. The 
principal object of the expedition having then utterly failed it seemed 
to me folly longer to expose the men and matériel of the artillery. The 
only question was whether I should carry the work before withdrawing. 
The Twenty-sixth had been in waiting ever since daylight and would 
have done it in five minutes. The advantage of so doing would have 
been the capture of some 300 two-years’ men, with their arms. ‘The 
work we could not hold. The disadvantage was the probable loss of 
a certain number of men 60 miles from our hospitals. I decided against 
it. It cost me a struggle, after so much labor and endurance, to give 
up the éclat, but I felt that my duty to the country required me to save 
my men for some operation in which sacrifices would be followed by 
consequences, not in capturing two-years’ men and holding temporary 
possession of breastworks, however brilliant the operation might be. I 
therefore withdrew the whole command except the Twenty-sixth Regi- 
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ment, which remained within about 500 yards of the place in order to 
cover the withdrawal of Captain Whitford’s men. I cannot too highly 
express my admiration of the manner in which they stood the furious 
shelling of the enemy without flinching. The rest of the command was 
about a mile distant. ; 

In the afternoon, the enemy having received re-enforcements, I 
thought he might sally out, so I drew up in line parallel to the fire of 
the gunboats, the right resting some three-quarters of a mile from the 
work. While in this position the enemy’s scouts were perceived ad- 
vancing, doubtless to discover our position, but they disappeared as 
soon as our skirmishers showed themselves. The shelling of the gun- 
boats continued all day. The two rifled guns at Pettiford’s Ferry re- 
plied, and, I have every reason to think, disabled one. 

Later in the afternoon I withdrew tomy camp. During the night 
the sounds of drums, bugles, and bands in New Berne announced that 
their forces had retreated from General Daniel’s front; but as we heard 
nothing from his guns after 12 m. I concluded that he had not pursued. 
The whole force in New Berne could thus be thrown upon my rear at 
very short notice, so the next day (Sunday) I fell back 8 miles, within 
striking distance of Swift Creek. I then received your order to proceed 
to Greenville. 

It will thus be seen, general, that the not capturing of the fort was 
owing to myself, for which I have given my reasons, good or bad. The 
failure of the effort to drive the gunboats out of New Berne and the 
troops from their intrenchments was owing Solely to the utter worth- 
lessness of the 20 pounder Parrotts, which had hung around our necks 
like a millstone during the march and failed us in the vital moment. 
My attack was partly effective in withdrawing the troops from General 
Daniel’s front, and had I been Supplied with four Whitworth guns I 
firmly believe you might have slept in New Berne that night. 

For details of the artillery I refer to the report of Major Haskell, who 
discharged his whole duty. 

I was greatly indebted throughout to that gallant and efficient officer 
Captain Whitford. 

I cannot refrain from bearing testimony to the unsurpassed military 
good conduct of those under me. In seven days they marched 127 miles, 
waded swamps, worked in them by night and day, bivouacked in the 
rain, sometimes without fire, never enjoyed a full night’s rest after the 
first, besides undergoing a furious shelling, and discharging other 
duties. All this without murmuring or even getting sick. 

The loss of the enemy I have no means of ascertaining. Several 
“ eabal of apparently dead or wounded men were sent over to New 

erne. 

Our casualties were caused by the bursting of the 20-pounder and by 
the shells from the gunboats. © The fort did not return our fire at all. 


Tneluding Coneussions and other trivial injuries they amount to 23, dis- 
tributed as follows: 


Seriously wounded (2 mortally, since died)...... 2... AD sealing Gale Tie oe ; 
Dlpbbyewounded.................. Gry aren’ os eS Nabe hee Be eae ess 14 
SR oS ae tno ee Se 23 


Among the wounded is the adjutant-general of the brig 
2 adjutant-g @ gade, Capt, [N. 
C.] Hughes, whose face was injured by sand thrown into it by ine sone 
ing ofa shell upon the ground nearly in front of him. 
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We left the fragments of the 20-pounder that burst on the field in 
front of the work at Barrington’s Ferry. They could not have her taken 
off without a wagon. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. J. PETTIGREW, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, Confederate States. 


Maj. Gen. D. H. HiIx1, 
Commanding Department of North Carolina. 


[{Inclosure. } 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., March 10, 1863. 
[Brig. Gen. J. J. PETTIGREW :] 

I wish you to take all the rifled guns in your own brigade, Daniel's, 
and the reserve artillery, and the Whitworth gun from Wiimington (if 
arrived) and move with your brigade to the neighborhood of Barring- 
ton’s Ferry. Get all your guns in position, if possible, without observa- 
tion and open a concentrated fire upon the enemy’s work at the ferry. 
It is thought that this can be reduced; if so, push up your guns to it 
after its fall and open upon the Yankee shipping and barracks. It is 
important that this bombardment shall begin on Thursday, and your 
brigade must move part of the way to-morrow. It is proper for you to 


know that there is to be a combined movement from the James to the 


Cape Fear, and you are to begin it. Upon your success depends very 
much the success of the scheme. The condition of Contentnea Creek 
or the roads below may prevent your march, or there may be other ob- 
jections which I-do not understand. If so, wait until you see me; 
hope to be down to-morrow. I most earnestly hope, however, there 
will be no obstacle in the way. I have written to General Garnett, at 
Greenville, that you would begin on Thursday. Everything is in- 
trusted to your skill, prudence, and good management. 


With great respect 
ee DS HID, 


Major-General. 


No. 10. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Richard B. Garnett, C. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS GARNETT’S BRIGADE, 
Tarborough, N. C., March 11, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have, the bonor to make the following report, which I 
deem important you should be in possession of : 

My last regiment bas just arrived. My troops have been very much 
delayed on the route, owing to want of concert among the railroad 
agents. I did not receive your letter of instructions until about 1 o'clock 
to-day, which was the first reliable information Thad of my destination. 
Being entirely ignorant of the country in which I was ordered to oper- 
ate, I consulted with the post quartermaster, Captain Brown, who in- 
formed me that he had done business in Hyde County for many years. 
He was of the opinion that it had been very much stripped by the 
Yankees, and introduced to me a Mr. Blount, of the Forty-first North 
Jarolina Regiment, whom he represented as a very trustworthy man 
and a native of Beaufort, the adjoining county to Hyde. Mr. Blount 
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gives me the following information, which he obtained in Hyde County 
while endeavoring to get out a horse belonging to hime: _ 

The Yankee troops have destroyed the following bridges: Pungo 
Bridge, 100 yards long; Wilkerson Oreek Bridge, 40 yards long; Broad 
Creek Bridge, 60 yards long, and Rose Bay Bridge, 20 yards long. (All 
of these except the first are in Hyde County, and must be rebuilt before 
wagons can pass over the only accessible road through the county. 


This last fact is confirmed by Captain Brown.) Mr. Blount was told by 


Dr. Milton Selby and Mr. Davis (gentlemen of high standing in Hyde) 
that the Federal troops had lately made several raids into the county 
(one about a week since), destroying and carrying off large quantities 
of bacon (about 15,000 pounds from a Mr. Bell), besides wantonly killing 
beef-cattle and other stock. The number of the enemy in their last 
expedition was about 1,500, Mr. Blount reports ten gunboats on the 
Sound, two of which he saw in Pungo River. : 

I have but few mechanics in my command and no building-tools ex- 
cept axes. It would be almost impossible to build a bridge over the 
Pungo River if attacked by the gunboats, which would probably be the 
case, as the water is some 20 feet deep and the work would necessarily 
occupy several days. With regard to the other bridges I can form no 
idea, being ignorant of the facility for getting timber, &c., in their neigh- 
borhood. You can judge, seeing the distance [ would have to march and 
the detention I would meet with from the causes above stated, whether 
the concert you mentioned with other troops could be carried out. 

I shall leave for Greenville to-morrow morning, which place I cannot 
reach until the next day. As the information may modify your views, 
I am desirous of hearing from you as soon as possible. You will there- 
fore oblige me very much by replying by the bearer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Maj. Gen. D. H. HILu, Commanding. 


Wo. ei. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Junius Daniel, C. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, N. C., March 11, 1863. 

GENERAL: Your letters of instructions have been received and de- 
livered. General Robertson left yesterday; General Pettigrew this 
morning ; Major Haskell is about leaving. I am very anxious that you 
should come down to-day. You are aware that there are four roads 
from this place to New Berne besides the railroad. Ido not think I can 
advance in any force or with wagons over any other than the lower 
Trent. The bridges are destroyed on Neuse and Dover roads and it 
will require a day or two to build them. You are also aware that un- 
less General Kobertson operates between the Trent and White Oak that 
the upper Trent road will be left open to the enemy. I think I under- 
stood from General Robertson that his orders were to operate on 
south side of Trent, allowing him to go beyond the White Oak I pre- 
sume. 


" 
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The only news from the enemy is that of the 8th. The enemy’s cav- 
alry went to Swansborough from Smith’s Mill, where they met some 
of their men in boats. The cavalry returned to Smith’s Mill on the 9th. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
JUNIUS DANIEL, 
Brigadier- General. 

Mays Gent): H..: HI, 
=. Commanding at Goldsborough, N. C. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Beverly H. Robertson, C. 8S. Army, commanding 
Cavalry. d 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
March 21, 1863. 

MAJor: J have the honor to report, for the information of the major- 
general commanding, that on Monday, the 9th instant, in obedience to 
his written instructions, and immediately after their receipt, I moved 
with six squadrons of my command—three from the Fifty-ninth and the 
remainder from the Sixty-third Regiment North Carolina Troops, in all 
about 500 men—to the south side of Trent River; thence toward Jack- 
sonville, the enemy having been reported advancing in that direction. 

Upon my arrival at Huggins’ farm I was informed by Capt. [T. W.] 
Harris, [Company E, Sixty-third North Carolina Troops, or Fifth Cav- 
alry], on picket duty in that vicinity, that the Yankees had recrossed the 
White Oak River and probably returned to New Berne. Learning next 
morning (Thursday) that they were reported in force at Trenton, I at 
ouce started for that point via Comfort, in the vicinity of which I en- 
camped the same night. 

Early on the following day, in order to protect Daniel’s right and re- 
connoiter the country, I proceeded to Pollocksville, where it was stated. 
the enemy had their pickets stationed and were strongly fortified. Upon 
my arrival there I asvertained the Yankees had crossed Mill Creek 
several days previous and destroyed the bridge over that stream, which, 
on account of the recent rains, I found impassable for cavalry, at least 
in that vicinity. I therefore returned to McDaniel’s Mill and encamped, 
leaving McIntire’s squadron on picket at Pollocksville and Mill Creek, 
with orders to hold those places at all hazards. With a view to carry- 
ing out the instructions of the major-general commanding, I detached 
a party under command of Lieut. W. J. Wiley, Company F, Sixty-third 
Regiment, with directions to move rapidly and cut the railroad between 
Sheppardsville and New Berne. I provided the party with a few axes 
and sent with it the only good guide I had—Private Dennis, Forty-first 
Kegiment North Carolina Troops. With the bulk of my force I deter- 
mined either to head Mill Creek and operate in the enemy’s rear nearer 
New Berne or.move upon Sheppardsville. Upon reaching Richard Old- 
field’s I was informed by a most respectable, intelligent, and loyal citi- 
zen (well known to many of my officers), and perfectly familiar with 
that section of country, that but few cavalry could be advantageously 
used there. Itherefore decided to detach a good squadron, with instruc- 
tions to strike a blow at or near Hyans’ farm, about 7 miles from New 
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Berne. With his usual alacrity Col. [P. G.] Evans, [Sixty-third North 
Carolina Troops, or Fifth Cavalry], who is perfectly acquainted with 
that neighborhood, volunteered to command it and selected Capt. [E. F.] 

Shaw’s squadron. With the remainder of my command I moved on to- 
ward Sheppardsville, reaching Peletier’s Mill, 20 odd miles distant, before 
sunset. After gaining from reliable sources all the information I could - 
relative to the enemy’s strength, position, &c., 1 made arrangements to 
attack Sheppardsville early next day (Sunday), or at least to occupy 
the enemy’s attention at that point while Colonel Ferebee, who promptly 
offered his services for the purpose, would destroy the railroad above 
Newport Creek, taking the left-hand road beyond Kennedy’s Mill. 
During the night official dispatches were received, both from the major- 
general commanding and from Colonel Evans, whose contents induced 
me to abandon my plan. By reference to the map you will perceive 
that I had reached a point 25 or 30 miles in front of Smith’s Mill, on White 
Oak, following the only road by which it was possible for me to return. 

Colonel Evans having been compelled to fall back over Mill Creek my 
position was by no means desirable, since in the event of the enemy’s 
advance to the fork of the road at Smith’s Mill I should have been forced 
to cut my way through or swim the White Oak at Swansborough. Some 
time before day Lieutenant Wiley’s party returned and reported they 
had torn up the railroad track at a point 3 miles above Sheppardsville. 
From the proximity of the enemy’s forces they were compelled to wait 
until after night to commence operations. I was highly gratified with 
the promptness and efficiency displayed by Lieutenant Wiley and party. 

Colonel Evans had not advanced more than 6 or 7 miles beyond Mill 
Creek before he encountered a large force of the enemy’s cavalry, with 
which he skirmished awhile, resulting in the loss of one horse killed on 
our side and disabling one of the enemy’s. The colonel then ordered a 
charge, but the road was in such condition that the horses mired down 
and two men were dismounted. The shoutin g, however, had the effect of 
routing the Yankees, but the colonel did not deem it, prudent to pursue, 
as his rear was much exposed. A prisoner whom we captured reported 
a large force in that vicinity, as did also a loyal citizen. 

Colonel Evans speaks in the highest terms of the coolness and gal- 
lantry of Captain Shaw and Lieut. John ©. Hines, of Company C. He 
also mentions the good conduet of Sergt. Lewis H. Darden, whose horse 
was killed under him; Privates Thomas O. Bunting, Richard H. Lee, 
Charles Butler, Thomas M. Ferrill, Walter J. M oore, George M. Tatum, 
George Vaun, Cornelius Timothy, Isaac W. Grist, and Corpl. W. F. 
Culbreth, all of whom volunteered to go to the front and watch the 
enemy. 

_Iam pleased to state that my whole command during the march con- 
tinued in excellent spirits despite the weather, and seemed anxious to 
engage the foe. My movements were seriously interrupted and impeded 
by the scarcity of forage, of which there is not sufficient to supply the 
wants of the few citizens remaining in those counties. 

Iam greatly in need of a good battery, and respectfully ask that one 
be ordered to me without delay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier- General. 
Maj. ARCHER ANDERSON, . 
Asst. Adjt. Gen, Hdgqrs. Dept. of N. C., Goldsborough. 
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MARCH 10-13, 1863.—Demonstration on Plymouth, N. C. 


Keport of Maj. Walter G. Bartholomew, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts 


Infantry, commanding Post. 


PLyMmouTH, N. C., March 13, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that on the LOth instant, at 
about 3 o’clock p. m., the enemy made their appearance, about 50 strong, 
within rifle-shot of our outpost. I immediately ordered the garrison to 
take position in line of the inside pickets and sent a company outas skir- 
mishers, who proceeded about 2 miles and found they were in force one- 
half mile farther on. I reported to Captain Flusser, of the gunboat 
Perry, but the enemy not making any further demonstrations at that time 
did not open upon them. After standing an hour in a drenching rain 


another alarm was given. As the enemy advanced and fired upon our 


pickets the gunboats commenced to shell them, and they retired. They 
made their appearance again about 10 in the evening so close to our 
lines that we could hear them speak distinctly. Ata signal from the 
boats the pickets were drawn in, and they were again shelled, as I learn, 
with good effect, as several were reported killed and wounded. We 
were under arms the remainder of the night but were not molested. In 
the morning I sent a party to reconnoiter, who went as far as Corpeur’s 
blacksmith’s shop, which had been used as a picket post, and burned it 
in sight of the enemy, and ascertained their strength to be about 800 
men of the Seventeenth North Carolina Regiment. 

This morning (the 13th), about 2 o’clock, three rockets were sent up 
by the enemy and were answered by two blue ones several miles up the 
river. Thus we are still in doubt as to what they intend to do, but ex- 
pect to meet them with determination whatever way they come. Both 
officers and men behaved with their usual gallantry, and expressed much 
disappointment that the affair should end so quietly. 

I am, general, your very obedient servant, 
; W. G. BARTHOLOMEW, 
Major, Commanding Post. 


MARCH 17, 1863.—Skirmish near Franklin, Va. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army. 
No. 2.—Col. Samuel P. Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


No. 2: 
Report of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8S. Army. 


SUFFOLK, VA., March 17, 1863. 


DEAR Str: Colonel Spear was delayed from four to five hours, and 
reached the vicinity of Franklin about 9 o’clock. He charged with 
cavalry, capturing one lieutenant, but his men failed to get over the 
earthworks, ditches, &e. He made a second charge with like results, 
He shelled them with effect. He went down toward South Quay and is 
now returning. Major Stratton led a cLarge and was twice wounded, 
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t only slightly. Lieut. [G. B.] Knight and one man missing. Lieut. 
iS 1] Monday a badly ended, It was a bold dash for aor and 
res els with the idea that our men were in earnest. 
impressed the rebels wi yOHN oe eCe 
Major-General. 
‘General Dix. 


No. 2. 
Report of Col. Samuel P. Spear, Bleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


Hpgrs. ELEVENTH PENNSYLVANIA VOL. CAVALRY, 
Camp Suffolk, Va., March 18, 1863. 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of a reconnais- 
sance made by me in the direction of Franklin, &ce.: ; 

On the evening of the 16th I received orders from the commanding 
general, through his assistant adjucant-general, to make a thorough in- 
vestigation of the ground occupied by a supposed force on the Black- 
water, and opposite to, on this side of the river from Franklin. I ac- 
cordingly left Suffolk in command of 350 cavalry and four pieces of 
Davis’ battery, and, proceeding very cautiously, arrived at and found 
the enemy’s outer pickets at Hebron Church, half a mile from Carrsville 
and 43 miles this side of Franklin. They at once fled to the woods, 
and undoubtedly, by a pathway, gave information of my approach. I 
advanced, and at a point 1. mile this side of Franklin found a small 
picket; captured a first lieutenant in charge and sent him at once to 
your headquarters. Here I ordered a charge of three companies, under 
Maj. . A. Stratton, and be gallantly made the same, in which, imme- 
diately under the breastworks of the enemy, he lost his horse and full 
equipments. Some of his men were wounded and Lieut. Samuel L. 
Monday was badly wounded in the abdomen. The party under command 
of Major Stratton, after examining the enemy’s defenses, &c., and in 
accordance to orders, returned and joined my main body. Captain Davis 
was then directed and threw about eighteen shells directly into the en- 
emy’s lines, which must have done great destruction. 

I then ordered cease firing and made a second eh arge of three com- 
panies, under Maj. George T. Cornog, which was done in such a man- 
ner as to merit my thanks. The enemy’s intrenchments, masked bat- 
tery, and rifle-pits were so constructed as to be impassable for cavalry, 
and while no results could be gained by me, enabled him to a very 4 
great advantage. 

The fortifications, rifle-pits, &c., are about 200 yards from Blackwater 
River and running nearly parallel with it, and it is estimated, by a. 
minute examination, that one regiment of infantry, about 250 cavalry, 
two 10-pounder rifled guns, and one section of rocket battery is the 
strength of the enemy on this side of the river at that point. 

Inclosed please find a list of wounded and missing,* and see note of: 
some since returned. Lieutenant Knight must, I think, have been 
thrown from his horse, and is probably now a prisoner unhurt. 

_ It gives me pleasure to commend highly the conduct of Majs. Frank- 
lin A. Stratton and George T. Cornog for their prompt, energetic 
and spirited manner in conducting their respective charges, and unless 
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“Not found. Regimental returns report 1 officer and 2 men wounded, and 1 officer 


and 11 men missing, 
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these movements had been made it would have been impossible to have 
given a correct or even a slight account of the enemy’s defenses, 

strength, &c. 

_ Lieut. Samuel L. Monday was seriously wounded* while in the per- 
formance of his duty, and I regret exceedingly this serious injury toan 
excellent and promising ofiicer. 

__ Capt. Phineas A. Davis is deserving of great credit for his portion of 
duty in the reconnaissance, and officers and men all behaved well. 

Having performed the duty assigned me, I returned to camp at 7 last 


evening. 


While I regret exceedingly the loss in missing I am positive that I 
could not have carried out my instructions with less casualties. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. SPEAR, 
Colonel Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
Maj. B. B. FostEr, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


MARCH 23, 1863.—Skirmish at Winfield, N. C. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U.S. Army, commanding the Department of Virginia. 

No. 2.—Maj. Gen. John G,. Foster, U. 8. Army, commanding the Department of North 
Carolina. 

No. 3.—Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army. 


Nols 


Report of Maj. Gen. John A. Diz, U. S. Army, commanding the Depart- 
ment of Virginia. 


Fort MoNnROog, VA., March 29, 1863. 
On the 23d the enemy, with three companies Forty-second North Car- 
- olina and a guerrilla force, under command of Colonel Brown, Forty- 
second North Carolina, attacked the post at Winfield, on the Chowan, 
below Gatesville. Lieutenant McLane, with part of a company of the 
First North Carolina Volunteers, took refuge in a block-house, and after 
an hour and a half’s fighting repulsed the enemy. The next day Gen- 
eral Foster came up from Plymouth with three companies, which were 
landed and sent in pursuit. Four companies of the Eleventh Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry were sent from Suffolk the same day by General Peck. 
Some of Colonel Brown’s command succeeded. in crossing the Chowan. 
The residue were overtaken by General Foster’s companies, and after a 
skirmish were dispersed and scattered in the swamps. Our troops were 
trying to hunt them up at last accounts. This morniug the enemy 
attacked Williamsburg with infantry and cavalry, and were repulsed 
by the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, under Colonel Lewis. They had 
retreated an hour ago. All was quiet at Williamsburg, and Colonel 
vi -established his pickets. 
Lewis had re-es p JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Chief. 


*Died of his wounds March 18, 1863. 
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No. 2. 


Report of Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding the Depart- 
ment of North Carolina. 


CHOWAN RIVER, STEAMER JOHN FARON, 
March 25, 1863. 


GENERAL: The rebels attacked the post at Winfield on the morning 
of the 23d at daybreak. Lieutenant McLane, with the portion of his 
company (of the First North Carolina Volunteers) that had not left him, 
took refuge in the block-house, and after one and a half hours’ fighting 
repulsed the enemy, whose force consisted of three companies of the 
Forty-second North Carolina and a guerrilla force, all under the com- 
mand of Colonel Brown, of the Forty-second North Carolina. I was at 
Plymouth at the time and ran up with three companies, landed them, 
and started them in pursuit, at the same time patroling the river with 
my boat to prevent their recrossing and also sending for some cavalry 
to General Peck, at Suffolk, to scour the country and pick up stragglers. 
Some of Colonel Brown’s command succeeded in recrossing, but the re- 
mainder were overtaken by our companies at Rocky Hock Creek yes- 
terday morning and attacked, and after a short skirmish scattered into 
the swamps. 

Four companies of your fine regiment, the Eleventh Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, arrived at night, too late to do much scouting, but will to-day 
try to force out these fugitive rebels. You can, if you choose, send a 
brief epitome of this small affair to General Halleck. 

If you still entertain the- idea of holding the country north of the 
Albemarle, now garrisoned by very small parties, I shail be happy to 
vacate whenever you find it convenient to replace my small garrisons 
or to establish others more convenient for you. I think the post at 
Winfield should be maintained to intercept smuggling across the 
Chowan River. 

With great respect, very truly, yours, 


J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Volunteers. 
General Joun A. Drx, 


Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va. 


No. 3. 
Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8. Army. 


SUFFOLK, VA., March 23, 1863. 
The post at Winfield, N. C., was attacked this morning by a consid- 
erable force of guerrillas in the absence of the gunboat. One of the 
pickets came in. I at once ordered Major Stratton to go down with a 
party of cavalry and render any assistance in his power. 
JOHN J. PECK, 


General Dix Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., March 24, 1863, 
A communication from General Foster's headquarters reached me 
this morning. The gunboats bad arrived at Winfield from Plymouth 
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and relieved the garrison after all their barracks were burned. They 
crossed 8 miles below. Yesterday I sent a strong party, under Major 
Stratton, and hope we may be able to cut off and capture some of them. 
Shall tollow them up. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
_ Major-General. 


ow 


General Dix. 


. SUFFOLK, VA., March 25, 1863. 
_ Major Stratton reached Winfield at 8 a. m., in excellent time. The 
gunboat had been back with four companies of infantry and left again 
prior to his arrival. The infantry were in pursuit. The rebels moved 
off toward Edenton. Some heavy guns were heard in that direction. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Major-General D1x. 


MARCH 29, 1863.—Skirmish at Williamsburg, Va. 


REPORTS, HTC.* 


_ No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Richard Busteed, U. S. Army, commanding at Yorktown, and 
3 orders. 

No. 2.—Lieut. Col. William Lewis, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, C.S. Army. 

No. 4.—Col. William B. Tabb, C. S. Army. 

No. 5.—Capt. G. A. Wallace, C.S. Army. 


IN Ose: 


Report of Brig. Gen. Richard Busteed, U. S. Army, convmanding at York- 
town, and orders. 


YORKTOWN, March 30, 1863. 

I sent you this morning the report of Colonel Lewis, who is now here. 
Our casualties were 5 wounded, 6 missing, aud 2 murdered. The boots 
were stolen from off our dead. 

The enemy’s loss in killed and wounded, according to the most reli- 
able accounts, is at least 18. He came with a train of wagons and four. 
field pieces, and was guided into the town by citizens of Williamsburg 
at three different points. 

I will send you to-morrow three of the enemy’s force, who deserted to 
us. I have the pleasure to report everything quiet now. 

RICHARD BUSTEED, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
General DIx. 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTH ARMY CORPS, 
; Yorktown, Va., March 29, 1863. 
Colonel LEWIS: 
I received on Thursday from General Dix a telegram that Williams- 
burg must not be destroyed unless actually taken possession of by the 


* See also Dix to Keyes, May 26, 1863, in ‘‘ Correspondence, etc.,” post. 
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enemy, and then not unless absolutely necessary ae our own Safety. 
ey st be guided by these rules in all that you do. 

pees ‘ ‘ RICHARD BUSTEED, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding the Forces at Yorktown. 


ORDERS. | FourTtTH ARMY CORPS, 
Yorktown, Va., March 29, 1863. 
COMMANDING OFFICER, 
Williamsburg, Va.: ; 

The attack of the enemy on our lines at Williamsburg this (Sabbath) 
morning was accompanied by circumstances of so aggravated a char- 
acter as to call for prompt and severe punishment to those most impli- 
cated. Conclusive evidence has been furnished to the commanding 
general that the attack was aided, if not planned, by citizens of Will- 
iamsburg and carried to a successful end by them and their abettors 
outside the lines; that the enemy were led into the city by one or more 
citizens, and that when once in they were enabled by the aid of the 
citizens and their own overwhelming force to occupy the most advan- 
tageous points for attack and defense; that upon their occupation of 
the city they were assisted by the citizens in their attack upon our 
forces, who were fired upon from the houses lining the streets, the 
dead bodies of the murdered being despoiled and stripped, their boots 
pulled off their feet; that the stores of their sympathizers within the 
city were thrown open to their advantage and their horses loaded with 
packs prepared for their arrival. To provide against a repetition of 
the outrage, the commanding general directs : 

Ist. That all the privileges to all store-keepers in the city of Williams- 
burg to purchase and sell goods are revoked. 

2d. That all citizens in the city of Williamsburg and vicinity who are 
willing to take the oath of allegiance to the Government of the United 
States will present themselves to the provost-marshal of Williamsburg 
ee purpose of taking such oath on or before the Ist day of April, 

5d. That all citizens in the city of Williamsburg and vicinity who are 
not willing to take the oath of allegiance to the Government of the 
United States, excepting the servants and employés of the Eastern 
Lunatic Asylum of the State of Virginia, will prepare themselves and 
their families to be placed beyond the lines now occupied by the armed 
forces of the said Government by the 2d day of April, 1863. 

4th. The greatest publicity possible will be given to this order and 
the cause leading to its issue, and the end to be accomplished by its 
enforcement will be communicated to all concerned. 

By order of Brigadier-General Busteed, commanding post: 

C. C. SUYDAM, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


YORK1owN, VA., March 30, 1863. 
Col. WILLIAM LEwIs, es ’ , 1863 


Commanding Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry : 

General Dix directs that the order 1 issued to you to-day shall not 
be enforced. You will therefore consider it as revoked. Notity the 
provost-marshal at Williamsburg. 

RICHARD BUSTEED, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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HpQrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CorRPs, 
easy Lort Monroe, March 31, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. E. D. KEYEs, 


Commanding, Yorktown, Va. : 


GENERAL: In view of the raid on Williamsburg on Sunday last, and 
rumors of complicity on the part of the inhabitants with the assailants, 
you will give orders as follows: 

ist. No persons will be allowed to go to Williamsburg from any point 
_ south of Fort Magruder without taking the oath of allegiance. 

2d. No citizen of Williamsburg will be permitted to go to Yorktown 
or to any place south of Fort Magruder without taking the oath of alle- 
giance. 

3d. No person will be allowed to trade in Williamsburg without first 
taking the oath of allegiance. 

4th. No further supplies will be allowed to be taken to Williamsburg 
for the use of the inhabitants, except the produce of the neighboring 
farms, until further orders. 

An investigation will be made into the circumstances alleged to have 
occurred at the time of the attack, and if the parties accused of aiding 
and abetting it are detected and reasonable presumption of their guilt 
is shown they will be brought before a military tribunal and punished 
according to the laws of war. 

The. objections to the order issued by General Busteed are: 
. 1st. If the enemy should come in overwhelming force and dispossess 
us of Williamsburg the order would be an idle threat. 

2d. It assumes without investigation that the reports of complicity 
with the enemy are true and that all the inhabitants are implicated, 
whereas we must ascertain who is guilty and leave the innocent undis- 
turbed. 

3d. It has not been the policy of the Government in towns which are 
occupied as outposts, and which may only be temporarily held as such, 
to apply the tests imposed by General Busteed’s order; but on the con- 
trary to leave the people unmolested if they continue in the quiet pur- 
suit of their customary occupations and give no aid or comfort to the 
enemy. 

4th. An order of such extensive scope as that of General Busteed, who 
was only temporarily in command in your absence, should not have 
been issued without authoricy of the commanding general of the de- 
partment. 

Should it be found that any house in Williamsburg was occupied by 
the enemy with the consent of the owner for the purpose of firing upon 
our troops it will be razed to the ground. 

JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


No. 2. 
Report of Lieut. Col. William Lewis, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS FIFTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY, 
Near Williamsburg, Va., March 29, 1863. 
COLONEL: I have the honor to report that at about 5 a. m. this day a 
body of infantry, 100 strong, drove in our pickets near Lipscomb’s farm 
and advanced into Williamsburg while a large force of cavalry, esti- 
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mated at 1,000 in number, advanced on the Richmond road, having with 
them four pieces of artillery and a number of wagons. The cavalry en- 
gaging the attention of Lieutenant Wenzel, of Company ©, who with 26 
of his men were stationed on the Richmond road, the infantry succeeded 
in getting in hisrear. Lieutenant Wenzel, finding himself cut off, drew 
saber and charged through their infantry to join Captain Stetson, in 
command of reserve pickets, but in so doing had 2 men killed and 
himself and 3 others wounded; 9 men additional were dismounted and 
are missing. Lieutenant Wenzel behaved with great gallantry. He 
gives a very clear account of the whole affair, and is positive as to the 
strength of enemy, as he allowed them to approach within 500 yards 
before retreating. Their battery was planted at the college ready for 
action. On ascertaining their strength Captain Stetson, with picket 
reserve, fell back and joined the regiment in line of battle near Fort 
Magruder under my command. Before receiving contrary orders from 
your headquarters I ordered Captain Bayley, in command of Fort Ma- . 
gruder, to shell the enemy out of the town, which was accomplished after 
firing about 12 rounds from a 6-pounder. Our picket line was then re- : 
established, the enemy still holding a position in the woods about one- 
half mile beyond Williamsburg. One 24-pounder was then run from 
Fort Magruder and preparations made for an advance, with the idea of 
clearing our picket line, whereupon the enemy retired. In this affair 
we lost 7 horses besides the men previously named. The enemy lost in 
killed and wounded 12 men, whom they carried away in their wagons, 
and 4 deserters. 

After quiet was restored I returned to camp with my command, and 
arrived here at 11 a. m. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WM. LEWIS, ° 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Lieut. Col. C. C. Suypam, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Fourth Army Corps, Yorktown, Va. 


{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS FourtH ARMY Corps, 
; Yorktown, Va., March 29, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded. 

The within report is furnished to the major-general commanding the 
department for his information. I am, however, not satisfied with its 
completeness, and have directed Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis to report to 
me in the morning that I may obtain a more full and detailed account of 
the occurrences of this morning. 

RICHARD BUSTEED, 
Brigadier-General. 


No, 3. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, CO. 8. Army. 


MARCH 31, 1863, 


* * * * * * * 


Colonel Tabb, on March 29 instant, made a descent u 
on é pon the Federal 
at Williamsburg. The result of the expedition was the capture of ‘the 
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town and the killing and capturing of about 15 of the enemy without 
loss on the part of Colonel Tabb. Some time since, as has been reported 
already, Colonel Tabb captured some 36 Federal cavalry. The cavalry 
_ on the Peninsula are doing good duty and are actively employed. They 
| are doing all that can be done with them. 

Very respectfully, 


HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier- General. 


No. 4. 
Report of Col. William B. Tabb, C. 8. Army. 


: HEADQUARTERS, 
Diascund Bridge, Va., March 30, 1863. 


Caprain: I have to report the failure of my attempt to capture Fort 
Magruder. My plan of operations was as follows: 
The whole command moved together to Petitt’s farm, between 3 and 
4 miles from Williamsburg, on the Telegraph road. Here 100 infantry, 
under Capt. G. A. Wallace, were detached. Captain Wallace was di- 
_ rected to gain the rear of Fort Magruder by a detour to the left through 
_ Petitt’s and Lipscomb’s farms, passing between the pickets at Capitol 
Landing Bridge and Williamsburg, and to surprise the fort before day- 
- break. The main body moved to within 14 miles of Williamsburg. 
The report of Captain Wallace’s guns was to be the signal for a general 
advance. Signals were concerted by which I could be apprised of the 
success or failure of the assault. Had the fort been carried Captain 
Wallace would have been re-enforced there and a detachment sent to 
King’s Mill; if he failed the main body was to form in line of battle at 
the east end of the town, and Captain Wallace, falling back over ground 
protected from the guns at the fort and inaccessible to cavalry, would 
come up by the Capitol Landing road, enter Williamsburg in my rear, 
and so rejoin the main body. Partly through the blunders of guides, 
in whose efficiency I have every reason to rely, and partly through 
straggling among the men by which the command was divided and 
time lost in getting it together, Captain Wallace’s detachment was two 
hours going not quite 4 miles. They reached Capitol Landing road 
after daybreak and came in full view of the enemy’s pickets. All 
thought of capturing the post by surprise had now to be abandoned, 
and an open assault would have involved a sacrifice altogether dispro- 
portionate to the advantage to be gained. Captain Wallace prudently 
torbore to make the attack, and, signaling me to that effect, moved up 
toward Williamsburg on the Capitol Landing road. The main body 
moving rapidly forward drove the picket and provost guard back on 
Captain Wallace, who, without loss, killed and wounded 4 and made 11 
prisoners. I will forward Captain Wallace’s report. 

The failure to capture Fort Magruder involves the failure of the expe- 
dition to King’s Mill. The most direct road looking from Williamsburg 
to King’s Mill passes over two mill-dams, both of which have been cut, 
making the road impassable for cavalry. The only other road passes 
within close range of Fort Magruder. The citizens of Williamsburg 
inform me, however, that nothing could be gained by going there; the 
negroes have all been removed. 


hee 
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Large smokes were observed at Fort Magruder and Whittaker’s Mill. 
Mr Douglas, the superintendent of the lunatic asylum, who was watch- 
ing from the tower, reported that the enemy were burning their stores. 

T am still confident that the enterprise is easily practicable, but in this 
connection I will write again. ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, W. B. TABB, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. J. H. PEARCE, ; 
Assistant Adjutant: General. 


No. 5. 
Report of Capt. G. A. Wallace, 0. S. Army. 


DIASCUND BRIDGE, VA., March 30, 1863. 


Sir: I beg to hand you here my report of the expedition intrusted 
to me: 

The object being the capture of Fort Magruder by surprise, I left you 
at a point on the Telegraph road about 3 miles from Williamsburg at 2 
a.m. yesterday. I took with me two guides, Companies F and A, Fifty- 
ninth Virginia Regiment, and Capt. [J. C.] Hill’s company, of Forty- 
sixth Virginia Regiment, numbering 102 muskets. It was thought by 
your guides that we could reach the point from which I was to make 
the assault on the fort before daylight, but the guides whom you gave 
me, though they knew the direction, seemed to know nothing of any 
path. We were led over a very rough country—through ploughed 
fields, over fences, deep and wide ditches, through a swamp that took 
the men over knee-deep, and through some timber with very thick un- 
dergrowth. Owing to all this our progress was very slow; as it was, 
the darkness caused Company A, Tifty-ninth Regiment, and Captain 
Hill’s company to be separated from my command, and at daylight I 
reached the open country about 1 mile from the fort with Company F, 
Fifty-ninth Regiment, only. Isent back one of the guides to find the 
two lost companies and when he returned with them it was so light 
that we could be seen, and were undoubtedly seen from Williamsburg. 
I determined therefore to push on. On reaching a point near the Cap- 
itol Landing road we discovered three of the enemy, mounted, coming 
from Williamsburg. They having discovered who we were turned their 
horses, and I ordered a volley to be fired on them. I then determined, 
being discovered, to make my way through Williamsburg to form a 
junction with you on the Telegraph road, if not at Williamsburg itself. 
A few minutes after the first I fired the second volley, as the signal 
agreed on, and was proceeding over the old field toward the town when 
we were threatened by a body of cavalry on our left. I immediately 
formed line of battle and advanced at double-quick and in good order. 
They seeming to advance, I halted and fired several rounds. Having 
dispersed them I marched by the flank to the town. Another large 
body of cavalry in the mean time was discovered in a field on our left, 
who followed us to the town. WhenlI struck the main street, up which 
I filed my force, this last body followed. In the mean time we captured 
4 prisoners, horses, arms, “c., and fired on several who would not sur- 
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_ render. I then discovered about 30 or 40 cavalry forming ahead of us 
_ at College Place. Having thus the enemy to contend with at each end 
_ of the street 1 formed my men on the right side of Main street, when 
_ the body at College Place advanced in a charge. We held our fire until 

they were close to us. Our fire broke and confused them. We killed 3 
_ men at this fire and wounded several and took 7 prisoners who were 
not wounded, besides killing and capturing the like number of horses, 


arms, &c. I continued to move, but made another stand immediately 
at College Place upon discovering that the enemy in my rear moved 


after us. While in this position the enemy in the rear retired and your 


force then appeared. 

This ends my report except to say I feel sorry your main object 
failed. f 

The enemy’s loss in killed and wounded will be at least 13 and pris- 
oners ll. We didnot lose aman. Our men acted very bravely. 

lam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. A. WALLACE, 

Captain, Commanding. 

Col, W..B. Tass, | 
Commanding Lorces near Diascund, Va. 


MARCH 30, 1863.—Skirmish near Deep Gully, N. C. 


Extract from “Record of Events” of Second Brigade, Fifth Division, 
Highteenth Army Corps.* 


Five companies of this brigade picketed that portion of our lines 
running from red house to Trent River, in the vicinity of Deep Gully, 
at which place, on March 30, a slight skirmish with the enemy’s pickets 
occurred, on which occasion Private Fosdick, Company C, One hun- 
dred and fifty-eighth New York Volunteers, was wounded and captured 


by the enemy. 


* From Return for month of April, 1863. 
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MARCH 30-APRIL 20, 1863.—Siege of Washington, N. C., and pursuit of 
the Confederate forces. 


SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS. 


Mar. 30, 1863.—Skirmish at Rodman’s Point, Pamlico River. — 
Washington invested by the Confederate forces under Maj. Gen. 
Daniel H. Hill. , 
April 1, 1863.—Engagement at Rodman’s Point.*” 
2, 1863.—Engagement at Hill’s Point, Pamlico River.* 
4— 5, 1863.—Engagement at Rodman’s Point.* 
9, 1863.—Action at Blount’s Creek. 
13-21, 1863.—Expeditions from New Berne to Swift Creek Village. 
15, 1863.—Siege raised. 
16, 1863.—Affairs at Hill’s and Rodman’s Points. 
16-21, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne toward Kinston. 
17-18, 1863.—Skirmishes at Core Creek. 
17-19, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne to Washington. 
19, 1863.—Skirmish at Big Swift Creek, 
20, 1863.—Skirmish at Sandy Ridge. 


REPORTS, HTC.t 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. 8. Army, commanding the Department of North 
Carolina. 

No. 2.—Capt. David A. Taylor, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief Signal Officer. ) 

No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Edward E. Potter, U.S. Army, commanding at Washington, of : 
operations April 16-17. 

No. 4.—Itinerary of the First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, Brig. Gen. Innis N. 
Palmer, U. 8, Army, commanding, April 7-25. 

No. 5.—Brig. Gen. Henry M. Naglee, U. 8. Army, commanding Second Division, of 
Expedition from New Berne to Washington, April 17-19. 

No. 6.—Brig. Gen. Charles A. Heckman, U.S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of : 
Expedition from New Berne to Washington, April 17-19. 

No. 7,—Itinerary of the Fourth Division, Brig. Gen. Henry W. Wessells, U. S. Army, 
commanding, March 15-April 13. 

No. 8.—Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, U. 8. Army, commanding Fifth Division, of opera- 
tions on the Pamlico, April 4-6, and Expedition from New Berne toward 
Kinston, April 16-21, with resulting correspondence. : 

No. 9.—Col. Silas P. Richmond, Third Massachusetts Infantry, of operations April 7- 

10 and April 16-21. 

No. 10.—Capt. John M. Willson, Third New York Cavalry, of skirmish at Sandy : 
‘Ridge, April 20. ng 

No. 11.~-Col. J. Richter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, of skirmish at 
Sandy Ridge, April 20. 

No. 12.—Brig. Gen, Francis B. Spinola, U. S. Army, commanding Provisional Division 
and First Brigade, Fifth Division, of operations on the Pamlico April 1-4; 
action at Blount’s Creek, April 9, and Expeditions from New Beine to Swift 
Creek Village, April 13-21. 

No. 13.—Itinerary of the Second Brigade, Fifth Division, Col. James Jourdan One 
hundred and fiftieth New York Infantry, commanding, April 7-22, 


No. 14.—Brig. Gen. Robert Ransom, jr., C. S. Army, of skirmish at i 
April 20. ol sh at Sandy Ridge, 


Say - 5 ; 5 
Between Union gunboats and Confederate batteries. 
t+ For reports of Actg. Rear-Admiral Lee, Commanders Davenport and Renshaw 
ee eco: McConn, Acting Volunteer Lieutenants MacDearmid and 
raves, and Acting Masters Saltonstall ; : S. Ns ; : 
. 2g Saltonstall and Boomer, U. 8, Navy, see Annual Report 


of the Secretary of the Navy, December 7, 1863. See a : j 
April 20, 1863, in “Correspondence, etc” Ba: ee also D. H. Hill to Beauregard, 
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No. 1. 


Lieports of Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. 8. Army, commanding the Depart- 


ment of North Carolina. 


Fort WASHINGTON, 
Washington, N. C., April 5, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that hearing of an approach- 
ing attack on this place by D. H. Hill’s corps @armée, I started from 
New Berne at 2 o’clock on Sunday, March 29, ordering re-enforcements 
to follow at once. 

_In consequence of the transport getting aground at the mouth of the 
river the troops did not arrive before the enemy succeeded in investing 
the place by placing batteries on the river banks and on the roads lead- 
ing from the town. 

I found here a garrison of only sixteen companies of infantry, one 
company of artillery, and 25 cavalry—1,200 men in all. The enemy 
opened fire on our advance posts on Monday night and on Wednesday 
morning at daybreak opened from batteries of rifled guns on the oppo- 
site side of the river. 

One gunboat, the Commodore Hull, received ninety-eight shots from 
a battery of Whitworth guns. I put up batteries on this side of the river 
to reply to and draw the fire of three guns from the gunboat; at the 
same time I sent word to General Palmer to send troops to take the 
batteries on the river by landing and attacking the batteries, while the © 
gunboats (also to be sent) attacked them in front. 

Owing to the lack of transports—the most of our vessels being absent 
at Hilton Head—the force brought and which arrived under General 
Prince on Tuesday and Iriday, below the Hill’s Point Battery, was not 
sufficient to cope with the enemy’s force supporting the battery. _ I there- 
fore directed him to send a regiment or two through the blockade in 
boats and then return to New Berne and march across to this place, at- 
tacking the enemy in the rear and raising the siege. I am, however, 
anxious lest the disposable force now left in New Berne may not be sufti- 
cient to effect this object, and therefore ask, respectfully but earnestly, 
that re-enforcements be sent immediately to New Berne in force not less 
than 5,000 men. It will also aid me very much to have General Dix and 
a force from Suffolk to join two regiments at Plymouth and make a 
demonstration from that place. This should not, however, interfere with 
the rapid sending of troops to New Berne, as their want is very urgent. 
J am quite confident that I can hold out here till the place is relieved. 
J shall not leave until that time, as I consider my presence absolutely 
necessary. The firing on both sides has been continued at intervals 
since Wednesday, but without material injury or effect. 

T would most respectfully but earnestly renew my application to have 
the detachment of the Eighteenth Army Corps now at Hilton Head re- 
turned to this department to replace the troops that now may be sent 
from General Dix’s department to meet the present emergency. I 
can effect more with those men than with superior numbers of other 
troops, and their discipline and efficiency are fast being impaired by 
the inactivity and unfortunate circumstances surrounding them at Port 
Royal. ; ; 

I am confident that heavy operations will be necessary in this State, 
and that the most desperate efforts are and will continue to be made 
to drive us from the towns now occupied. I trust therefore that you 
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_ will regard my application for the immediate return of this detachment 
as tending to meet a necessity of the war. 

Referring to the pressing necessity for immediate re-enforcements to 
relieve me at this place, I would respectfully suggest that the 5,000 men 
be sent temporarily from General Dix’s command and with the utmost 
expedition. 

I understand, from an officer who came through the blockade, that 
General Palmer has already made the above request in substance of 
General Dix. 

I have honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECE, 

Commander-in- Chief U. S. Army, Washington, D. 0. 


Nrw Berne, N.C., viA Fort Monron, VA., 
April 23, 1863—3 p. m. 


I left New Berne on the morning of the 18th with a force to raise the 
siegeat Washington. Our advance of cavalry, with Brigadier-General 
_ Naglee, came upon the enemy’s rear-guard of cavalry near Washington, 
and, after driving it several miles, routed it, capturing their battle-flag 
and taking a surgeon and 5 men prisoners, killing and wounding sev- 
eral. The cavalry were still following their retreat yesterday. I found 
that the main body withdrewfrom before Washin gton with the artillery 
on the night of the 15th. General Potter immediately leveled their 
batteries in front of the town, and after occupying Hill’s and Rodman’s 
Points made a dash after the retiring force, capturing 2 officers and a 
drum-major. Everything is now secure. 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatunck, 
General-in- Chief. 


Hpars. Dept. or Norru CAROLINA, 18TH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. 0., April 30, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to make the following report in relation 
to the siege of Washington, N. C.: ; 

Learning an attack was to be made upon Washington I left here 
with several members of my Staff, for that place, arriving there at 7.30 
a.m. on March 30. The garrison of the place was eight companies of 
the Forty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, eight companies of 
the Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, two companies of the 
First North Carolina (Union) Volunteers, one company of the Third 
New York Cavalry, and one company of the Third New York Artillery. 
After making an examination of the works and giving necessary orders 
as to strengthening them I at once sent out a reconnaissance of one 
company of the Forty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, one 
piece of artillery, and a few cavalrymen to ascertain if the enemy held 
the cross-roads 3 miles from Washington. When about 14 miles from 
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the town the party was fired upon by the enemy in some force. They 
returned and reported. 

I also sent one company of the First North Carolina (Union) Volun- 
teers, Captain Lyon, and one 12-pounder Wiard to occupy Rodman’s 
Point, on the south side of Pamlico River and 14 miles below the town. 
This company landed at the Point, and, having thrown out pickets, 
erected an earthwork in which they placed the field piece. That night 
their pickets were driven in and the company driven to their boats. At 
daylight the next a. m. the enemy advanced to the beach and forced 
the boats off, wounding Captain Lyon and 9 men. At sundown our 
pickets on the Jamesville road were driven in by the enemy’s cavalry. 

Tuesday, March 31, a cutter of the United States gunboat Commo- 
dore Hull was sent down the river after a scow upon which were some 
men of the First North Carolina who had been driven from Rodman’s 
Point the previous night. When opposite Hill’s Point it was opened 
| upon by a battery of four rifled guns. It was also fired upon by a bat- 
tery at Swan’s Point. At 12 o’clock midnight a schooner, in charge of 
Mr. Gilbert, was dispatched to New Berne with orders for re-enforce- 
ments. The enemy sent in a flag of truce to open communication with 
the commanding officer. I refused to receive any flag of truce. 

April 1.—At daylight this morning the gunboat Commodore Hull 
was opened upon by a battery at Rodman’s Point (opposite which she 
was lying in order to prevent the erection of a battery) and from one a 
little above which had been thrown up during the night. The Hull got 
aground opposite the battery, but maintained a gallant fight during 
the day, though with no result. At night she floated off and returned 
to town. 

April 2.—_The gunboats below the barricade were seen engaging the 
Hill’s Point Battery. The movements of the enemy indicating the erec- 
tion of his siege batteries, I caused traverses to be erected along the line 
of our intrenchments, merlons to be placed on the fort, the door of the 
magazine to be casemated, the ditches to be enlarged and flooded by 
means of dams, and the whole garrison generally was steadily kept at 
work strengthening the defenses; 10,000 rations were put in the fort, 
with the intention of holding it to the last extremity even were other 
portions of the line forced by the enemy’s column. A redoubt was built 
on the right flank of our works, near Block-house No. 4, bearing on Rod- 
man’s Point, upon which were mounted three guns. Another redoubt * 
was erected, covering the marsh on the right of the fortifications. At 
night a schooner loaded with ammunition and commissary stores ran 
the batteries, as small boats had previously done. 

April 3.—At daylight the enemy opened fire upon the gunboats from 
a battery abreast the town and near the New Berne road, which they had 
erected during the night. This battery was silenced by the gunboats. 
A redoubt was erected at the end of the bridge crossing the Tar River 
and in the town, for the purpose of sweeping the bridge and also the 
streets of the town in case the enemy should succeed in forcing an en- 
trance, and in it was placed one 6-pounder gun. The work was erected 
and to be marined by Captain Jocknick with his company of cavalry, 
dismounted. I ordered a party of this company of cavalry, under Lieu- 
tenant O’Brien, to cross the river in boats and endeavor to capture the 
gun on the marsh opposite the steamer Louisiana, which had been si- 
lenced by the gunboats. It was found impracticable to reach its posi- 
tion, owing to the intervening swamps. 

April 4.—This morning the gunboat Ceres, Lieutenant MacDearmid, 
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ran the blockade with a good supply of ammunition. At noon General 
Potter embarked on the gunboat Ceres, with two companies of the 
Twenty-seventh Massachusetts and one company of the Third New York 
Cavalry (dismounted) for the purpose of driving the enemy from Rod- 
man’s Point and occupying the position oursclves. The Ceres got 
aground nearly opposite the battery, and it being impossible to accom- 
plish the desired object the men were landed in small boats on the Wash- 
ington side of the river, below Block-house No. 4, and thence returned 
to the town. 

- April 5.—The Ceres, after being exposed to the fire of the battery for 
twelve hours, to which she gallantly replied until her ammunition was 
exhausted, floated off at night and came up to the town. 

April 6.—An abatis was placed in front of our battery on the’ Ply- 
mouth road and on the borders of the creek bounding our right flank. 

April 7.—A battery of two guns opened from the woods beyond the 
creek upon Fort Hamilton. <A battery (Fort Ceres) was built on the left 
of Block-house No. 1 and one 30-pounder Parrott mounted upon it and 
manned by officers and men from the Ceres for the purpose of com- 
manding the approach to the town by way of the river from above, it 
having been heard that the enemy intended coming down in scows 
protected by cotton bales. 

April 8.—The enemy fired all day at the gunboats and Fort Hamil- 
ton, to which the fort did not reply for want of ammunition. One gun 
was placed in battery on the south side of the river opposite the gun- 
boats, but was silenced by them. At dark I commenced works on Castle 
Island, situated in the middle of the river opposite the town. 

April 9.—This morning I discovered the enemy had built four bat- 
teries, Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, in front and to the right of the fort, and were 
mounting guns. We opened fire on them to disturb the working par- 
ties. I was obliged to abandon the attempt to continue the work on 
Castle Island by daylight, owing to the fire of the enemy’s batteries 
across the river, Two small schooners, with Lieutenant-Colonel Me- 
Chesney, First North Carolina (Union) V. olunteers, and Master Me- 
Keever on board, arrived from below, bringing ammunition. 

April 10.—At 8.30 a. m, the enemy opened fire upon the fort from 
Batteries Nos. 1, 2,3, and 4, one gun in each. The fire was returned by 
three 32-pounders from the fort and by a 32-pounder in the battery on 
the Jamesville road. After firing for somewhat over an hour the enemy 
withdrew their guns from sight and ceased firing. 

April 11.—The enemy opened fire upon the fort and the lines at 7.30 
a, m. from all their batteries. The fort and the gun on the Jamesville : 
road replied. 

April 12.—At 9 a. m. the enemy opened fire from Batteries Nos. 1 2 
3, 4, and from a new one (No. 5) at the right of their former batteries. 
We replied, and the enemy withdrew their guns from sight after an 
hour’s firing. The gunboats Hull and Hagle, discovering the enemy 
repairing the battery opposite them with cotton bales, opened upon it 
set the cotton on fire, and drove the gunners from their, posts. 

April 13.—The enemy endeavored to replace a gun in the work on 
the cotton battery, but were forced by the gunboats to abandon the 
undertaking. Learning the enemy had small armed boats and scows 
in the river for the purpose of capturing our dispatch boats and in- 
terrupting communication between the town and the eunboats below 
Captain MacDearmid, of the Ceres, and Captain Gouraud aide-de-camp, 
started upon a schooner with a boat howitzer to clear the river, The 
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~ schooner was fired into by the enemy’s boats; she replied, and drove 


the boats ashore. The batteries at Rodman’s and Hill’s Points opened 
upon her also, striking her, but without damage. 

That night the steam-transport Escort, with hay bales placed on her 
guards and decks as a protection, ran the batteries. There also arrived 
two small schooners with ammunition and commissary stores. The 


Escort had on board the Fifth Rhode Island Volunteers, Col. H. T. 


Sisson, and a plentiful supply of ammunition and eommissary stores. 
She had 60 shots fired at her from the batteries but was not struek. 

April 14.—The Fifth Rhode Island Volunteers were properly placed 
on the line of works. At12m. the enemy opened fire with all their 
batteries and were replied to by all of ours. After an hour's firing 
they withdrew their guns from sight. Regarding everything as safe in 
the town, and the re-enforcements and men, with the supplies of am- 
munition and provisions, as ample until I could raise the siege, I deter- 
mined to run the blockade and place myself at the head of the reliev- 
ing force in order to insure more efficiency in its conduct. I therefore 
embarked on board the Escort for the purpose of running the batteries 
at night, but the pilot could not distinguish the necessary marks to pro- 
ceed by and therefore waited for daylight. J left Brig. Gen. E. E. Pot- 
ter, chief of staff, in command of the place in my absence. if KS 

April 15.—At daylight the Escort started and ran the batteries. She 
was fired at one hundred times by the Rodman’s and Hill’s Point bat- 
teries and struck forty times, but with no material injury. The pilot, 
Padrick, a brave and skillful man, was killed by a rifle-shot. At 6 a.m. 
all the enemy’s batteries (Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, the last opening for 
the first time) opened and continued a heavy firing for an hour. 

April 16.—At daylight 5 deserters from the enemy (conscripts of the 
Eighth Virginia) arrived in Washington and reported that the enemy 
had retired from our front and were retreating on Greenville. General 
Potter immediately sent out the entire force of cavalry (one company) 
to harass their rear and at the same time a force of contrabands was 
employed to level the enemy’s batteries in front. Fort Hamilton fired 
a number of shots into the Rodman’s Point Battery. There being no 
reply it was surmised that the battery had been abandoned. The gun- 
boats Eagle, Ceres, and Hull thereupon steamed down and opened upon 
the battery, which eliciting no response, the Ceres, without orders, sent 
a boat on shore to take possession. As the boat neared the land three 
volleys of musketry were fired into her by the enemy concealed in the 
intrenchments. The engineer of the Ceres was killed and 2 men were 
wounded. The gunboats then renewed the attack, rapidly shelling the 
battery. The gunboats below were now seen shelling the Hill’s Point 
Battery, which they soon passed, and reported it to be evacuated. _ 

At this time the enemy having also retired from the Rodman’s Point 
Battery, it was taken possession of by a party from the gunboat Nagle. 
Five companies of the Fifth Rhode Island Volunteers, under Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Tew, with one 12-pounder and one 6-pounder, were sent 
down in the Ceres to occupy the battery. ‘They immediately com- 
menced the construction of intrenchments to hold the position. There 
was found in one of the batteries at Rodman’s Point the carriage of a 
32-pounder barbette gun in perfect order; also fragments of several 
exploded guns. Toward evening three companies of the Forty-fourth 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, with one 12-pounder Wiard and one 
6-pounder, were sent to occupy the Hill’s Point Battery in connection 
with three companies of the Forty-third Massachusetts Volunteer Mili- 
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tia from below. They intrenched themselves there. The pickets of 


the enemy occasionally appeared through the night, but in the morning _ 


they had entirely disappeared from the vicinity. 

In the mean time I returned to New Berne and proceeded to organize 
operations so as to effectually raise the siege. To distract the enemy 
I directed General Prince to march up the railroad as far as he could 
toward Kinston and make a vigorous attack, continuing it for several 
days. At the same time I crossed the Neuse with all my available 
force and marched directly toward Blount’s Creek, the point where 
General Spinola was repulsed in the first attempt to relieve the siege, 
sending at the same time General Spinola, with his brigade, to make 
an attack on the enemy at Swift Creek, which is on the direct road be- 
tween New Berne and Washington. The movement toward Kinston 
with this latter movement, together with the enemy’s information of 
the accession of strength of Heckman’s brigade and the fact that after 
fourteen days of close siege of Washington General Hill had failed to 
obtain a single advantage or to advance one step nearer his object, in 
all probability caused him to retreat. 

On arriving at Blount’s Creek I found it abandoned. General Naglee, 
with detachments of’ two companies of cavalry, pushed on in advance 
toward Washington. He succeeded in capturing 5 of the enemy’s rear 
guard by a brilliant dash on them made by himself, Captain, Johnston, 
assistant adjutant-general; Captain Cochen, and Captain Gouraud 
aide-de-camp. 

The next morning, April 19, he pushed on, with the cavalry, and 
fought the enemy’s rear guard, driving them from breastwork to breast- 
work and finally forcing them to retire, taking some prisoners, killing 
and wounding some, and capturing the battle-flag of the Seventh Con. 
federate Cavalry (Georgia). 

The column pushed on, arriving at Washington Sunday evening, 
April 19. After making necessary dispositions at Washineton I re- 
turned to New Berne to make general dispositions for the defense of 
the department, which I will report. General Hill has returned up 
the country with his forces and all our posts are now relieved from 
pressure. 

_ I take advantage of this opportunity to say that the earris 7ash- 
ington—the T'wenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers Sema 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, two companies of the North Caro- 
lina (Union) Volunteers, one company of the Third New York Cavalry 
and one company of the Third New York Artillery—behaved nobly : 
and regarding the intrenchments which by their cheerful and wesgdaral 
labor I had been enabled to throw up, together with the courage-shown 
in all cases, I believe they could have successfully resisted an assault 
all <i -caselopen General Hill at the Point. T must also acknowl- 
cdge the timely assistance of the Fifth BR Isl ‘ 
brought up on the Escort by Colonel sae Cus it airinen” 
ae the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
ore J. G. FOSTER, 

/ _f2 - Y, ° 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatinox, ajor-General, Commanding. 
General-in- Chief, U.S. Army, Washington, D.C. 
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‘ Return of Casualties in the Union forces during the siege of Washington, N. C., March 30- 
_ April 16, 1863. 


_ [Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, etc.] 
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Report of Capt. David A. Taylor, Third New York Light Artillery, Chief 
Signal Officer. 


: HEADQUARTERS SIGNAL DETACHMENT, 

| New Berne, N. C., April 21, 1863. 
-Srer: I have the honor to forward you a report of the late operations 

of this detachment connected with the siege of Washington, N. C.: 

n the 9th instant, at my solicitation, Lieutenant-Colonel Hoffman, 
assistant adjutant-general of this department, ordered me to open com- 
munication between Washington and the gunboats in the Pamlico River, 
below Washington. On the morning of the 10th instant, in company 
with Lieut. J. B. Knox, acting signal officer, I started from New Berne, 
and that evening met the gunboats 12 miles below Washington. I di- 
rected Lieutenant Knox and men to report to Captain McCann, com- 
manding gunboat fleet in Pamlico River, and always to be on the boat 
at the blockade near Hill’s Point. : 

That night, in company with Lieutenant-Colonel McChesney, First 
North Carolina Infantry, and Lieutenant Josselyn, of the Navy, and ac- 
companied by my flagmen, Jacob A. Reed, Company I, Third New York 
Artillery, and Horace P. Baker, Company EH, Third New York Artillery, 
I went up to Washington in a row-boat and reported to Maj. Gen. J. G. 
Foster. 

In making arrangements for the opening of communication, Captain 
McCann agreed to always have a boat on the river within sight of 
Washington, and Lieutenant Knox had to entirely depend upon the 
boats to place him in a position from which he could communicate with 
me. Notwithstanding his agreement, Captain McCann did not have a 
boat at the point designated until the second day, and then only for a 
couple of hours, during which time Lieutenant Knox was unable to find 
my flag, and it was not until the third day that he saw it; after which 
communication was kept up at all times when the gunboats were at the 
proper stations. ; 

Whenever my flag was raised at Washington a cross-fire from the 
southwest and the north was opened upon it by the enemy. 

On the 16th, while signaling to Lieutenant Knox from No, 4 block- 
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house at Washington, Private Reed, standing on the parapet of the 
battery, flagged three messages of some length under a very severe fire 
of shell and shrapnel from the enemy’s batteries at Rodman’s Point and 
Blount’s house. Many of the shell and shrapnel burst very close, drop- 
ping pieces immediately around him, but Reed never once left his post- 
tion until I had done signaling. Reed has several times before this 
behaved in an equally admirable manner, and I take pleasure in again — 
recommending him to your favorable notice, and hope he may receive a 
suitable promotion. He is sober, intelligent, disereet, and brave, and 
has been kept in the ranks solely for the reason that he has been de- 
tached from his company and serving in a separate eommand. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID A. TAYLOR, 
Captain and Acting Signal Officer. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTErR, 

Commanding Highteenth Army Corps. 


No. 3, : 
Reports of Brig. Gen. Edward HE. Potter, U. 8S. Army, commanding at 
Washington, of operations April 16-17. 


WASHINGTON, N. C., April 16, 1863. 

GENERAL: The enemy evacuated the batteries in our front last night 
and retreated toward Greenville by the Jamesville road. Five deserters 
came in this morning at 5 o’clock, who brought the information. They 
stated the force under General Garnett on this side of the river to be 
about 4,000 men and that they received orders last night to withdraw 
in order to re-enforce the army in Virginia. 

I sent Captain Jocknick out on a reconnaissance to learn the where- 
abouts of the enemy. He followed them 4 or 5 miles, but they had 
crossed Tranter’s Creek at Gainer’s Bridge. Suspecting that there was 
a general movement I requested Captain Renshaw this mornin g to send 
a gunboat to Rodman’s to discover whether any of the guns had been 
left there. The Ceres and the Eagle went down and shelled the Point 
but received no reply. A sergeant of the Forty-third Massachusetts 
volunteered to go down and ascertain the condition of affairs. He went 
with 10 or 15 men of thatregimentonaschooner. When they had reached 
the Point a small boat put off from her to land as did also one from the 
Ceres. This was contrary to my wish and instructions. When they had 
got quite close to the shore the rebels opened a sharp fire of musketry 
killing the third engineer of the Ceres and wounding 2 men of the Forty- 
third. The boats were all got off. Being convinced that the force at 
the Point was very small I determined to send five companies of Fifth 


‘ 


‘Rhode Island to oceupy it this afternoon. 


In the mean time the gunboats had come up from below and threw a 
large quantity of 9-inch shells into Rodman’s. I sent the five companies 
on the Ceres and in a flat protected by hay bales. On the flat was a 6- 
pounder. Master McKeever went down on a schooner armed with a boat 
howitzer. He was the first to land. The whole force landed without 
opposition. Hills Point is also evacuated. I shall send three com- 
panies to occupy it along with the two companies of the Vorty-third 
Massachusetts now below. 

T have had all the hatiteries on the ridge in our front leveled to-day, 


% 
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~ Maj. Gen. J. G. FostEr, 
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Ihave just received intelligence that the rebel cavalry h ave appeared 


on the Jamesville road. 


Please send me word what other disposition you wish made of the force 
under my command, and what will be your plans under the altered cir- 
cumstances. 

Very respectfully, 

EDWARD E. POTTER, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps. 


OFF HILL’s Pornt, April 18, 1863—2 p. m. 

GENERAL: We occupied Rodman’s Point last evening with five com- 
panies of the Fifth Rhode Island, a 6-pounder smooth-bore, and a navy 
howitzer. There was some skirmishing between the rebel pickets and 
our own; one of them (the rebels) was killed and 3 prisoners taken—a 
captain, drum-major, and a private. Later I sent three companies of the 
Forty-fourth with a field piece to Hill’s Point. Here they were to be 
joined by the detachment of the Forty-third lying in the river. I have 
visited both places to-day. They have commenced throwing up works 
at both places and will soon be in an excellent condition for defense. 
A gunboat lies off each Point. At Rodihan’s the rebels left behind them 
a 32-pounder carriage. Their cavalry came down on the Jamesville road 
yesterday evening only with a view of picking up stragglers, as I was 
told by 5 deserters who came in this morning. The enemy are in full re- 
treat, and their show of resistance yesterday was to enable them to get 
off their guns which were probably troublesome in the muddy roads. Our 
pickets have been out to-day nearly to the cross-roads, as I am told by 
the lieutenant-colonel of the Fifth Rhode Island, and have seen nothing 
of them. If we had had sufficient force to pursue them I think some 
of their guns might have been taken. I shall continue the work on the 
castle, and also those laid out between Block-houses Nos. 3 and4. A 
large supply of ammunition came up this morning. 

Very respectfuliy, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD E. POTTER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Major-General FOSTER, 
Commanding Highteenth Army Corps. 


A dispatch from General Naglee addressed to you arrived yesterday, 
which I opened. 


No. 4. 


Itinerary of the First Division, Highteenth Army Corps, Brig. Gen. Innis 
N. Palmer, U. 8S. Army, commanding, April 7-25.* 


April 7.—The Forty-third and Seventeenth Massachusetts Regiments, 
of the First Brigade, and Fifth Massachusetts, of the Second Brigade, 
together with other troops of the Highteenth Army Corps, crossed the 
Neuse River, and under General Spinola marched to the relief of the. 
besieged garrison at Washington, N. C. 


* From Division Return for April, 1863. 
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April 9.—Arrived at Blount’s Creek, found the enemy strongly in-_ 
trenched; engaged them, but finally withdrew, and returned to New 
Berne. Immediately after the return of the column the Forty-third 
Massachusetts, of the First Brigade, went on board of transports and 
proceeded toward Washington, N.C. After lying off the rebel bat- 
teries in the Pamlico River for seven days returned to New Berne. 

April 17.—The Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers, of the First 
Brigade, and the Fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia and two com- 
panies of the Forty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, of the Second 
Brigade, forming a part of the force under the immediate command of 
General Foster, crossed the Neuse River and marched on Washington, 
N. C., arriving there on the 20th instant, without meeting the enemy ; 
distance 35 miles. 

April 22.—Returned to New Berne by transports. : 

April 25.—The Forty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia (First Bri- 

gade) relieved from duty as provost guard of the city of New Berne, 
complimented by Major-General Foster for the efficient and soldierly 
manner in which the duty had been performed. 


No. 5. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Henry M. m Naglee, U. 8. Army, commanding Second 
Division, of Rxpedition from New Berne to Washington, April 17-19. 


HEADQUARTERS NAGLER’S DIVISION, 
New Berne, N. 0., April 21, 1863. 

COLONEL: I would respectfally report that the advance, consisting 
of Heckman’s brigade, a detachment of the Third New York Cavalry, 
and one light howitzer, crossed Blount’s Creek on the afternoon of the 
18th of April, after a march of 22 miles. 

Here I learned that the forces of the enem y under General Hill had 
retired in the direction of Greenville; that a rear guard still held the 
crossing of this road with that leading from New Berne direct to Wash- 
ington, and that the road was picketed and held by the Second Geor- 
gia Cavalry. We proceeded without opposition until we were about 
crossing the Chocowinity Creek, where, by a bold cavalry dash, we cap- 
tured 5 of the enemy, and it being night withdrew to the right bank 
and held the bridges at the mills, that at the main road having been 
destroyed. Our pickets at both bridges were fired upon repeatedly 
during the night ; returning the fire, killed several of the enemy at the 
main-road crossing. 

On the morning of the 19th we were under arms by 4 a.m., and at 
6 found the enemy occupying the field works commanding the bridges 
and mill-dam. A force was sent across the dam while a mounted one 
was pushed across the bridges, and both attacked in a spirited manner 
and drove the enemy from the breastworks. 

Again they formed and occupied another line of works about 1 mile 
from the last, and again were dispossessed of them. 

At the long line of works crossing the New Berne and Washington 
roads, 3 miles from the latter place, they again showed a determination 
to resist our progress. We approached cautiously and determinately 
and without hesitation attacked them, The horse of an officer was shot 
and threw his rider, and a charge was ordered, which resulted in the 
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capture of the captain of the Second Georgia Cavalry and the speedy 
retreat of his men and soon after of all the force. It now became a 
Spirited race until near the crossing, where the enemy turned into the 
road toward Greenville, and where the howitzer was ordered into bat- 
tery and opened with such effect that all organization was abandoned 
jand the Second Georgia Cavalry threw down its colors and scattered 
‘in confusion. General Foster having ordered that I should not pursue 
beyond this point I ordered the cavalry to bivouac, that Heckman’s 
brigade should do the same as soon as he should come up. and that all 
should await further orders. ' ; 

Tam happy to notice the services and gallant conduct of my assist- 
ant adjutant-general, Capt. George H. Johnston, and that of Capts. 
George E. Gouraud and Cochen, who assisted in a charge which cap- 
tured more of the enemy than the number of those that engaged them 
on our side. 

The efficient conduct of Lieutenant Beecher, of the Third New York 
Cavalry, attracted my attention. 

We killed several of the enemy and made a number of prisoners. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
HENRY M. NAGLEE, 
Brigadier- General. 
Lieut. Col. SourHARD HoFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Highteenth Army Corps. 


No. 6. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Charles A. Heckman, U. S. Army, commanding First 
Brigade, of Kxpedition from New Berne to Washington, April 17-19. 


HEADQUARTERS HECKMAN’S BRIGADE, 
New Berne, N. C., April 21, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken 
by two regiments of my brigade during the recent expedition to Wash- 
ington, N. C.: 

Friday (17th instant) having received orders to cross the Neuse 

River with my command and take the advance, I proceeded on the road 
toward Washington as far as Penify’s plantation, distance from New 
Berne 7 miles, the road for a great part of the way being of the most 
horrid character. 

The column not having closed up, I placed Belger’s battery, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Simpson, in position, and my two regiments of 
infantry and a squadron of cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant Beecher, 
in line to support them. I then ordered the troops to bivouac for the 
night. 

‘At daylight on the morning of the 18th formed line and commenced 
the march without interruption until we arrived at Swift Creek road at 
10 a.m. Learning that the road to Swift Creek was blockaged for a 
number of miles I continued on the direct road to Blount’s Creek Mill. 
At 12m., the main column being some distance in the rear, I halted to 
rest and allow the column tocloseup. After a halt of about two hours 
I was joined by General Naglee and staff, when we immediately pushed 
forward and reached Blount’s Creek about 3.30 p.m. Jound the bridge 
over the creek destroyed, but with very little labor the pioneers con- 
structed a passage through the mill. Received orders from General 
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Naglee to halt the column when it arrived, bivouac, and move forward 
early in the morning, the general proceeding in the direction of Wash- 
ington, accompanied by his staff. As soon as the cavalry arrived and 
had ted their horses I ordered them to follow, which they did, coming 
up with the general about 8 miles from our encampment. 

At 5.30 a. m., column again in motion, received orders that upon ar- 
riving at the road leading to Hill’s Point to take one regiment of in- 
fantry and ascertain if the fort was occupied, and, if so, by whom. Ac- 
companied by my staff and followed by the Ninth New Jersey Volunteers 
L rode into the fort and found it occupied by detachments of the lorty- 
third and Forty-fourth Regiments Massachusetts Volunteers. 

At 12 m. received orders to continue the march toward Washington, 
leaving the Ninth New Jersey and Twenty-third Massachusetts at Hill’s 
Point. Placed the Seventeenth Massachusetts in advance, and arrived 
at Washington at3p.m. The Ninth New Jersey Volunteers arrived by 
boat from Hill’s Point at 5 p.m. Left on steamer Escort for New Berne, 
N. C., on the 20th and reached here at 6 a. m. 21st. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. A. HECKMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Brigade. 


Lieut. Col. SourHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Highteenth Army Corps. 


No: 7: 


Itinerary of the Fourth Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, Brig. Gen. 
Henry W. Wessells, U. 8S. Army, commanding, March 15—April 13.* 


March 15.—The Yorty-fourth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Mili- 
tia received marching orders and proceeded to Washington, N. C., by 
transport, where they remained until April 22, when they returned to 
New Berne. 

March 30.—Companies A and G went on a scout, and, falling into an 
ambuscade, returned to Washington, with a loss of 3 men wounded and 
prisoners and Captain Richardson wounded. The rebels the next day 
blockaded the Pamlico River and laid siege to the town, keeping up a 
continuous firing until the 16th, when they withdrew their forces and 
abandoned the siege. 

April 13.—Colonel Sisson, with the Fifth Rhode Island Regiment 
succeeded in running the enemy’s batteries, re-enforcing the garrison at 
Washington without loss. 


No. 8. 


Reports of Brig. Gen, Henry Prince, U.S. Army, commanding Fifth Divis- 
ion, of operations on the Pamlico, April 4-6, and Expedition from New 
Berne toward Kinston, April 16-21, with resulting correspondence. 


Hogrs. Firra DIviston, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPS 
New Berne, N. C., April 13, 1863. 
CoLONEL: My last formal dispatch was dated April 3, at which time 
I was present at department headquarters here. I left next morning 


* From Division Return for April, 1863. 
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a (4th inst.) for the Pamlico River and arrived at Blount?s Bay at 8 p. m. 


In addition to the gunboats which I left there—the Lockwood, Allison 
and sloop Granite—I found the Southfield, Whitehead, and Seymour. 


_ The Ceres, which arrived on Thursday evening, had during that night 


buoyed out the passage through the barricade, and, while engaging the 


: battery about 3 o’clock the same night, passed through. The enemy 


probably withheid their fire supposing that the Ceres would be impaled 
and must have been surprised to see her steam off up the river. On the 
following night they removed the buoys placed by Captain MacDearmid. 
The evening of the 4th Dr. Rice left in a row-boat with dispatches for 
General Foster. By him I informed the general of my views of the 
state of things at the barricade, and the impossibility of taking the 
battery by landing. 

On the morning of the 5th I had Colonel Dyer’s regiment (One hun- 


dred and seventy-fifth Pennsylvania) on board the schooner Annie L. 


- 


Edwards (with part of Ransom’s battery), to be towed to Washington 
by the gunboat Lockwood, Captain Graves, who volunteered for the 
purpose. They were under way, approaching the barricade in gallant 
style, when Dr. Rice’s boat and another belonging to the Southfield 
arrived from Washington, and the officers of the Navy on board of them 
said that there was not water enough above for the Lockwood, so I 
d 
stopped them and turned them back. 

The Northerner arrived with the following troops on board: The One 
hundred and first Pennsylvania, Colonel Morris, 350 strong; the Fifth 
Massachusetts, Colonel Peirson, 500 strong; making the whole number 
here, artillery and infantry, 2,500 men. In the afternoon the Hunch- 
back, Captain McCann, arrived, having been detained by boisterous 
weather. The Hunchback, Southfield, and Whitehead made a com- 
bined attack on the battery at 6 p.m. The battery replied with but 

three shots, which passed near the Hunchback. 

As soon as dark came on (in order that the enemy might not observe) 
I began preparing the Emilie steamer, by disposing bales and boxes of 
clothing and three bales of cotton to protect the boiler, for the reception 
of a regiment, intending to place her in charge of Captain Wells, of the 
Seymour, who said he would make the effort to run her up to Washing- 
ton. Later, toward 10 p. m., a dispatch arrived from General Foster. 
The dispatch in the morning directed as follows: 

If you find it to be teo risky to land and take the batteries, content yotrself with 
sending me through two regiments, with a plentiful supply of ammunition for the 
guns (32-pounders, 6-pounder Wiards, 6-pounder smooth-bores, and 3-inch guns); then, 
leaving the gunboats to take care of Hill’s Point battery, return at once to New 
Berne and, taking every man that can possibly be spared (five regiments are enough 
for the safety of New Berne), march across the country from Fort Anderson to Wash- 
ington. I am quite sure that you will only meet ten regiments on the way, and 
them you can overcome. The road from Fort Anderson to Swift’s Creek is bad but 
the rest is good. You can also go by the way of Strect’s Ferry, but it involves the 
bridging of Batchelder’s Creek and the crossing of the Neuse River and Swift’s Creek. 
It is better to corduroy 5 miles of the road from Fort Anderson. 


And the dispatch of this evening says: 


If you cannot send the two regiments through without delaying the main demon- 
stration and attack from New Berne send only one, or leave it to be sent, and push 
the other matter. It is my belief that the battery at Hill’s Point will be abandoned 
when our force approaches the cross-roads 3} miles from here on the road to New 


Berne. 

The project of sending a steamer crowded with men was proposed for 
discussion between the higher navy officers and some of my staff, and 
as my ideas of its impropriety were not shaken I countermanded the 
orders given to the Emilie and ordered the One hundred and. fifty- 
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eighth Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Troxel, to embark at once in 
the schooners Annie L. Edwards and Flambeau, these vessels to be 
towed to Washington by the Allison and Phoenix, commanded, re- 


spectively, or guided, by McKeever and De Camarra, of the Louisiana 


and Hunchback, both of whom volunteered for the pnrpose. 
The following is a copy of the orders to the troops: 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS, 
NOD 1 Blount’s Bay, April 5, 1863—12 p. m. 


The One hundred and fifty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers will embark 


to-night in the two transports, in which it is torun the batteries of the enemy, to 
join the commander of the Eighteenth Army Corps in the defense of Fort Washing- 
ton. The steamers Allison and Phoenix will tow the transports through. 

By order of Brig. Gen, Henry Prince: 

ALBERT ORDWAY, 
Dirst Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 

The plan was as follows: When the vessels were ready they were to 
run up to the Hunchback and there receive the orders to start from 
Captain McCann, who was to have the passage through the barricade 
marked and was to engage the battery with all the gunboats. 

Myself and staff were up all night attending to this, and at 4 o’clock, 
having called General Spinola for the purpose, we stood on the upper 
deck of the Escort to see them pass. 

At this hour they had reached the Hunchback, near the barricade, 
and were stopped by Captain McCann, because, as he afterward reported 
to me, he thought it would be daylight when they would be passing the 
upper (Rodman’s Point) battery. 

At 6 o’clock on the morning of the 6th I left for New Berne, having 
given orders to each transport that was to accompany me and each one 
that was to remain. At evening I arrived at New Berne. 

On the 7th I appointed Major Frankle chief of staff for an expedition 
which I expected to conduct, and I passed the day with my staff exam- 
ining persons who knew the country between the Neuse and Washine- 
ton and endeavoring to form a plan of operations conformable thereto 
and to General Foster’s wishes. 

During the day I was quite ill and constantly retching, to the inter- 
ruption of the investigation. This was increased about 9 p- m. on 
learning that the Allison and Phoenix had arrived here and brought 
the schooners with the regiment I hoped had reached General Foster 

I received from department headquarters a list of the troops that 

would be over the Neuse in the course of the night and available for a 
i and I organized them into brigades and constructed an order of 
march. 
Early on the 8th I awoke with a blinding headache and sickness, and 
sent an officer of my staff with the organization and order of march at 
once to General Palmer, with the message that I was too ill to attend 
to any duty. 

Indisposition has prevented my making this report before. 

I have the honor to be colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

Rie hit: HENRY PRINCH, 
: rigadier- Gener 
Lieut. Col. Sournarp Horrman, & pacar tae 
A. A. G., Hdgrs. Highteenth A. C., New Berne, N. C0. 
N. B.—I have inadvertently omitted to say that in the night of the 5th 


instant I sent through the barricade in an open boat all the 6-pounder 
and 3-inch guns’ ammunition which arrived in the Northerner. 


————oe 
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aN APRIL 16, 1863—7.30 p. m. | 
Iam 4 miles from Core Creek, having stopped at dark, working till - 
that time bringing along rails and laying them down. I shall drive in 


the pickets on this road to-night with a company, reconnoitering to the 
m. bridge. 


Colonel Jones, with his own. and the Highth Massachusetts, will go 
to the crossings on the Dover road and beat up the enemy’s quarters. 
on the other side of the creek, if possible, in course of the night. 

Jn the morning early I shall go ahead. It is thought the enemy’s 
pickets are watching us. ; 

Yours, 
HENRY PRINCE, 

Lieut. Col. SoUTHARD HOFFMAN, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpqgrs. Firtu Division, EIGHTEENTH ARMY Corps, 
New ‘Berne, N. C., April 22, 1863. 


CoLONEL: Pursuant to instructions, dated Headquarters Highteénth 
Army Corps, New Berne, April 16, 1863, I advanced on that day in the 
direction of Kinston with Col. J. Jourdan’s command, consisting of five 
companies of the One hundred and fifty-eighth Regiment New York 
Volunteers, nine companies of the One hundred and thirty-second Reg- 
iment New York Volunteers, nine companies of the Third Regiment 
Massachusetts. Volunteers, and four companies of the Highth Regiment 
Massachusetts Volunteers, with four pieces of Riggs’ battery, and with 
Col. J. Richter Jones’ command, consisting of the Fifty-eighth Regiment 
Pennsylvania Volunteers and 21 enlisted men of Company H, Third 
New York Cavalry. bs 

In the evening I re-enforced Colonel Jones with a battalion of the 
_ Highth Massachusetts Volunteers and directed him to follow the Dover 
- road and take possession of its crossing of Core Creek. The main col- 
umn followed the railroad, which required some repairing as we went 
along, and encamped about 4 miles from Core Creek. Camping places 
being very sparse, the route does not admit of much choice in this re- 
spect. I sent forward immediately Captain O’Connor, of Company G, 
One hundred and fifty-eighth Regiment New York Volunteers, with his 
_ company, to reconnoiter to the railroad crossing of Core Creek. He 
found a picket there of about 25 men; exchanged a volley with them 
and drove them to the other side. Colonel Jones marched his command 
in the night to Core Creek and endeavored to cross at a blind ford, but 
failed on account of the depth of water from recent rains. He then 
bivouacked near Dover Crossing. 

The next morning Colonel Jourdan advanced over Core Creek, at the 
railroad crossing, with all the force not already stated to be with Colonel 
Jones, excepting the Third Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers. and the 
battery held in reserve and some companies on,pickets He extended 
to the right, after crossing, to the Dover road. Colonel Jones, finding 
Nethercutt’s men opposed to his crossing, forced the passage, and in a 
smart skirmish, in which he followed them 3 miles, ‘drove them beyond 
reach. jim 

In this skirmish we lost 1 man killed and 4 wounded, all of the Fifty- 
eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. Three ofthe enemy left 
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on the ground were buried by the victors. <A large party worked all — 
this day upon the railroad bridge and laying down sleepers and rails 
beyond to a considerable distance. ; y ; 

Tn the course of the day I received the further instructions to “assume 
an offensive and strongly defensive position on the line of Core Creek 
and hold the same until further orders.” At night the troops were 
withdrawn to the right bank, on the railroad and on the Dover road, 
with pickets out on the left, bank. 

On the 18th Colonel Jourdan with the same forces crossed the rail- 
road bridge and advanced something over a mile to the Core Creek 
Switch, whence a road leads to the Dover road, intersecting it at three- 

‘quarters of a mile from the Dover Crossing and about 14 miles from the 
switch. He extended his command to the Dover road and held the ~ 
point of junction with it in force. At the same time Colonel Jones 
passed down Core Creek on the west side to take in rear any party at 
the Neuse road crossing of Core Creek. This operation occupied the 
whole day, the troops not getting back into their camps till some time 
after dark. Four rebel cavalry only were found at the Neuse Cross- 
ing, who were captured, with their arms and horses. The party then 
crossed the creek, having to construct means of crossing for their 
ambulance, and returned, by the road on the east side, to the Dover 
“Crossing. The next day, Sunday, the troops were not disturbed in 
their bivouac. 2 
On Monday morning, having fally concerted the operation with 
_ Colonel Jones and Colonel Jourdan, I directed these zealous and ener- 
getic officers to advance, maintaining a constant communication with 
each other until the long sand ridge should be fully explored. The 
troops of the two camps moved at the same time. he left wing ex- 
tended to the Dovér road and scoured to the right and left of the rail- 
road: through most difficult ground; the right advanced by the open 
country bordering the Dover road and dashed first into the Sandy Ridge 
region, when they were opposed by skirmishers. The noise of this con- 
flict was the first communication the left was able to obtain with the 
right, although nearly abreast with it. The enemy’s pickets on the 
railroad retired along the track, firing, thus giving distant notice of our 
progress there. Arriving at the Biddle road, an avenue 1 mile long 
from the long sand ridge to the railroad, while the skirmish was going 
on, Jolonel Jourdan moved rapidly to the right upon it, with a bat- 
talion, and in support. The affair concluded on the Dover road about 
au mile in advance of the avenue. At that place the Sandy Ridge de- 
aoe into a swamp, and the last end of it was roughly intrenched. < 
The rapid movement and severe fire of the excellent skirmishers of the 
I ifty-eighth Pennsylvania and gallant charge of 17 cavalry of company 
H, Third New York Javalry, under Sergeant Dow, leaping the intrench- 
ments, drove the main body of the rebels into the swamp, and detained 
a commissioned officer and 27 enlisted mén of the Forty-ninth North 
Carolina Regiment in our hands as prisoners. 
- ae Joss ain this skirmish was 7 enlisted men of the Fifty-eighth 
ennsylvania Volunteers and 1 of Company H, Third Regiment New 
ee ys wounded. Three horses of the same cavalry party were 
F On Tuesday, pursuant to orders from Headquarters Eighteenth Army 
Corps, my column returned to the New Berne lines and resumed their 
former positions. 
i have to acknowledge myself under obligations to Colonel Jones 
of the Vifty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Colonel 
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Jourdan, commanding the Second Brigade of my division, for their 


untiring energy and intelligence; also to Major Fitz Simmons and Lieu- 
tenant Greig, Third Regiment New York Cavalry, who joined my staff 
for the expedition, the former as chief of staff and the latter as aide-de- 


camp. 


No opportunity offered for the use of artillery; but init, and, I may 


add, throughout the entire command, the very best kind of spirit was 


made evident to me. : 
_Inclosed please find a report of Colonel Jones. 
Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
¥ HENRY PRINCE, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


\ 


Lieut. Col. SourHARD HorrMay, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Highteenth Army Oorps, New Berne, N. C. 


Hpe@rs,. First DIvVIsion, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. C., April 24, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 
Comdg. 18th Army Corps, Dept. of N. C., New Berne, N. C.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your. 
communication of yesterday, in which you inquire whether, during your 
recent absence at Washington, N. C., the question as to your power to 
give commands from that place was raised by any one, and, if so, by 
whom and under what circumstances. ay: 

It is natural for one to infer from this interrogatory that you have 
heard that the question was raised, and I think-it but justice to my- 
self and others to state that in no official manner was this done. But 
as you inquire if this matter was spoken of in “such consultations and 
conversations between commanding officers as would naturally under 
such circumstances take place and influence actions,” I think it proper 
to add that the only remark that came under my own observation, and 
that could be considered by any one as at all calculated to raise the 
question of your power, was a remark uttered in private conversation 
by General Prince on the morning of the 10th instant (I think), and this 
occurred in this way: Several officers, including myself, were standing 
on the pavement near your quarters. General Prince said: 


Here is a question. General Foster is shut up in Washington with a small com- 
mand. He is unable or unwilling to leave there. Is he then in command of the 
department, or who is then in command? 


The above is the substance of the remark, as l understood it. I paid 
no attention to it at the time, as I was very much occupied in getting 
ready to leave for the blockade. JI left the place where the conversa- 
tion was going on while General Prince was conversing, and I do not 
even now recollect the persons who were there but I think General 
Wessells was. This was not calculated to ‘influence (my) actions.” 
Genera] Prince certainly never advised with me, officially or privately, 
as to the power of the commanding general while in Washington, and 
the remark was simply an idle one, which I thought it better not to 
make at that time, and I regret the necessity for ever speaking of it. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, yours, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding First Division. 


‘ ; Peas Od ES ae ae 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE PAMLICO, — 

. Washington, N. C., April 26, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Fostrr 
Oomdg. Highteenth “Army Corps, Dept. of N. C.: P 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 21st instant* was received by me on the 
22d. You say: ? 


The siege of Washington being raised, my duty to our country, to yourself, and to 
myself requires some explanation of past events. 


I will endeavor to answer seriatim the queries which follow this pas- 
sage satisfactorily to our country, to yourself, and to myself. 
The passage which I will first consider is as follows: 


Learning that an attack was to be made on Washington, I left on March 29 for that 
place and arrived there on the 30th. April 1, I wrote to General Palmer suggesting 
three ways of raising the siege and expressing my preference for the first, which was 
to land a strong force at a point below Hill’s Point Battery, take that battery in 
reverse, march up in rear of Rodman’s Point, and join me at Washington Bridge. 
What effort, if any, was made to carry out my orders as above quoted? Was any re- 
connaissance made by your order for the purpose of learning the strength and position 
of the enemy, on the result of which you reported to me that it was impracticable to 
land and take the batteries? 


On the 1st day of April the following letter from General Palmer, com- — 
manding the department in your absence, was received by me: 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
New Berne, April 1. 1863. 
Brigadier-General PRINCE, New Berne, N. C.: 

GENERAL: Information is just received from General Foster from Washington, N.C., 
that that place is about to be attacked by the enemy in force, The re-enforce- 
ments under General Spinola have not been able to get to Washington, as the rebels 
have established a battery at Hill’s Point, near the blockade below that city. Gen- 
eral Foster has directed that you proceed immediately to that vicinity to take such 
measures for the reducing of this battery as your good judgment may dictate, and you 
will get the re-enforcements to their destination if possible, 

The gunboats from here are ordered to proceed immediately to that point and they 
will be under way in an hour or two. Tho steamer North Shore will be placed at 
your disposition. She takes a supply of ammunition for 32-pounder and Wiard guns 
withher, The gunboats from Plymouth have also been sent for, and they will be down 
as soon as possible. Z : 

I send you the letter of General Foster for your information. 

General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


With the above came a letter from General Potter, of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy: 

WASHINGTON, N. C., March 31, 1863—12 m. 
Brigadier-General PALMER, Commanding : 

GENERAL: The rebels are about to attack us in strong force. They sent in a flag of 
truce this morning for the purpose of having the women and children removed. The 
flag was not received. The regiments and battery that were to follow us have not 
arrived; cause supposed to be the fire from a battery which the-rebels have planted 
at Hill’s Point where they formerly had one, We can hold out for two or three days. 
General oster wishes you to send up at once all the gunboats that can be spared, and 
if possible, 400 rounds of 32-pounder shot and shell, and 200 rounds of 12-pounder 
Wiards. He also wishes either yourself or General Prince to come up and to act 
according to your own discretion in attacking the battery at Hill’s Point. 

aoe Petes gra princess a silencing the battery in question it will rest 
with you or General Prince to decide as the advisability of landi your infantr 
a Pane arian eas to the advisability of landing your infantry 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD FE. POTTER, 
: : Chief of Staff. 
*The only copy of this letter found is in letterpress-book, and is illegible, 


- 


@ 


Omar. XXX.) SIEGE OF WASHINGTON, N. C. | 229 


I remember reading also a letter from you stating that there were 
three means of relieving Washington. 

I left New Berne, on the North Shore, at 2.45 in the afternoon of 
that day and arrived at the fleet, off Bath in Pamlico River, at 2.45 the 
following morning. (The 2d, not the 4th.) General Spinola was in 


command there. I sought him immediately and talked with him of the 


situation of matters. He instantly showed me an order he had issued 


_ for landing some troops at daybreak for the purpose of storming the 
~Hill’s Point Battery. No reconnaissance had been made, and I did 


not see that his plan contemplated one, and asked him if he proposed to 


make it without any. He replied that he had no intention to attempt 


lis plan without one and should make a reconnaissance first in the 
morning. I then approved this course and directed the reconnaissance 
to be made. This was done according to my detailed instructions. The 
officer in command of the party that made it reported verbally to my 
satisfaction. There were present about 1,600 men, artillery and infantry, 
and the two little armed steamers, Lockwood and Allison, and a sailing 
sloop with a heavy gun on board, which vessels vainly endeavored to 
interest the Hill’s Point Battery. 4 

T informed myself, by the examination of many different persons and , 
by personal observation, of the precise nature of the situation of Hill’s 
Point Battery and of all the ways by which it could be approached 
and all the places where landing was not naturally obstructed and 
where it was obstructed by nature. And, as enjoined so forcibly in my 
instructions, | permitted myself to be governed solely by my judgment 
in deciding that a landing could not be effected with any means at my 
command. Nothing has. occurred to shake this opinion or modify it. 
Time and light all confirm it. When I had formed it fully I did all I 
could to make it immediately known to you and to General Palmer. 
At evening on the. 3d of April I left the river for New Berne, to go and 
return as quickly as possible, for the purpose of conferring with General 
Palmer. I carried the following dispatch with me to General Palmer, 
having written it to send: 

PaMLIco .RIVER, N. C., April 2, 1863. 
Col. SourHaRrD HOFFMAN, ; 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., ‘Highteenth Army Corps, New Berne, N. C.: 

COLONEL: The battery on Hill’s Point is very strong. ‘The gunboats we have (the 
Allison and Lockwood) make no impression on it. Its geometrical position, consid- 
ered with the relative situation of the enemy’s forces, make it unassailable except 
by gunboats. 

Whether 5,000 troops landed on this river or marched from New Berne would be 
immaterial; no less would be able to reach the battery and get away again if unsuc- 
cessful, 

Landing therefore with me is out of the question as things stand. Blount’s Creek 
is impassdble, and at the bridge is a camp of 1,000 men. There is no way of my com- 
mand getting out of the triangle formed around the battery by the water and the 
road. I shall lie here and threaten, and if a strong force of gunboats comes the bat- 
tery can be fully tested. ; 

Large vessels (gunboats) cannot find their way through the blockade, the buoys 
being up and the piles being cut off 2 feet under water, and while they are beleaguered 
the well-served cight guns (some Whitworths) could destroy them. Ishallattempt to 
send seme ammunition to Washington to-night in asmall boat, hugging the northern 
shore; but it will be atrifle, I know. ‘The officers of the gunboats will consider well 
while near the battery the feasibility of one running through, but I feel confident 
they will decide adversely to the attempt. If General Dix sends 5,000 men we may 
relieve Washington, If the large gunboats come they may succeed. 

In order to remain here, coal is necessary. I send a tug to bring us a schooner 
containing it. As every steamer will be out of coal in thirty-two hours, whatever 
else fails let the tugs bring some coal-vessel. 

Yours, respectfully, 
HENRY PRINCE, 
Brigadier-General, Volunteers. 


: : a 7 7 ay, lee Oe 
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And on the same day I endeavored to express myself better and 
more clearly in a communication to your headquarters, a copy of which 
I sent through the barricade to you, which is as follows: 


New Berne, April 3, 1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel HorrmMan: 

Coronet: The above sketch (for correction of which I refer to the map of North 
Carolina by 'Topographical Bureau) is to indicate the relative situation of points re- 
ferred to in the following statement: General Foster, with two regiments, a company 
of cavalry, and a company of artillery (1,200 men), and three gunboats is at Washing-. 
ton. He is invested on the north side of the river by the brigades of Pettigrew and - 
Garnett, as he states in his letter to General Prince of April 2, 1863, On the south 
side is D. H. Hill with two brigades, according to General Foster’s information, same 
letter; but other information, to which he probably has not access, indicates a stronger 
force. 

The enemy have at Rodman’s Point a battery with which they are destroying the 
gunboats. At Hill’s Point the enemy have a fine battery of six or eight guns. A 
barricade formerly constructed by the enemy extends from Hill’s Point to Swan Point; 
the barricade consists of a double row of piles cut off 2 feet under water. Instead of 
destroying the barricade our vessels made a passage through it 60 feet wide, and 
marked the passage with buoys. The enemy having removed the buoys, it is not 
possible in the expanse of the river to know where the passage is running. The bat- 
tery therefore perfects the. blockade and also the investment of the small force of 

_ ours at Washington. 

Having been up myself to the front of the Hill’s Point Battery and felt it with some 
small gunboats, and having reconnoitered the shore there and obtained carefully 
sifted information, I can add something to the above statement. 

Blount’s Creek has a long bridge where the road crosses, and is impassable below. 
The bridge is partly removable, and at it is a ferce 1,000 strong of the enemy ever 
since these operations commenced. Above the bridge the swamp is impassable. In 
reconnoitering the shores of Blount’s Bay I found the enemy’s pickets of infantry on 
its west shore, all along, and infantry and cavalry on its east shore. This shows the 
enemy to be on the alert there; and having seen lying there transports filled with 
troops two nights and a day before I arrived there they are in anticipation of a 
landing. The enemy therefore on the south side of the river are in force to defend 
the Hill’s Point Battery. 

It is believed ‘by me from my reconnaissance that the nature of the position west 
of Blount’s Creek does not admit of the gunboats rendering any assistance to troops 
that have landed save while they are on the immediate shore; the entire bank is high, 
rugged, and wooded. Any force landed there places itself at onde in a state of siege 
from which there is no retiring excepting under most adverse circumstances. A 
march upon the shore itself would expose the troops to a fire from the bluff which they 
could not fairly return, 2 

As Tam about to return to the position I shall use all the means I ean to obtain 
further knowledge of the enemy, and if an opportunity to land occurs I shall do it. 
Up to this time since the first arrival of the troops near Blount’s Bay the high wind 
and low water would have prevented any descent before as well as after my arrival. 
If anything can be done by the combined forces of army and navy assembled at the 
barricade you may be assured that no pains will be spared to do it. 

1t is understood at the headquarters of the Eighteenth Army Corps that the en- 
emy’s regiments in this region wre full, and it is not unlikely that two brigades of 
D. H. Hill’s command number ten regiments. : ate 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY PRINCE, 
Brigadier-General, Volunteers. 


[ returned to Blount’s Bay the next day. In the trip I had seen the 
Southfield and two other gunboats from Plymouth on their way to 
Blount’s Bay, where they arrived before me, and I left the Hunchback 
from New Berne, detained by the weather in the mouth of the Neuse. 
The passage of the Sound was rendered very difficult, and was con- 
stantly being interrupted during the most of the time I was up in the 
Pamlico River by the high wind. The first re-enforcements arrived on 
the 5th. There were then in all 2,500 men there; clearly not enough 
to attempt the operation of forcing the crossing of Blount’s Creek, which 
cannot be more correctly described now that our troops have it in pos- 
session than it was by me then. 
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The instructions contemplate a fair trial of the large class of gun- 
boats. The Hunchback did not succeed in reaching Biount’s Bay until 
the afternoon of the 5th. On that day I received your instructions to 
leave the river to the’care of the gunboats, and left early the next morn- 
ing. Ido not think a full test of what the gunboats could do with the 
battery had then been made, but supposed it would be. There were no 
means of landing troops at Blount’s Bay under fire, and it was of no 
use to collect them unless the troops could get there. Jt seems not to 
have been possible up to the time I quit there to get a sufficient force 
- from New Berne to fight the brigade of 4,500 men, which was the least 
force that could be reasonably deemed to be supporting the Hill’s Point 
Battery. : : 

To! recapitulate: I arrived at the forces on the Pamlico River at 3 
o’clock on the morning of the 2d of April.’ An order had been issued 
for troops to land at daylight and storm the Hill’s Point Battery. I 
countermanded this order—my greatest service yet rendered to the 
country in any one act. I ordered an armed reconnaissance, in which 
I explained every detail of the mode in which it should be conducted 
in the events that I imagined might occur. It was completed to my 
satisfaction. I reconnoitered the region carefully myself. I ascere 
tained the nature of it with the most irrefragable accuracy, as well as 
the position of the enemy, whose force I correctly estimated. I sifted 
justly the mass of information I obtained on all these subjects, and thus 
saw the situation clearly and positively. The stormy night of the 3d of ' 
April and the day of the 4th I traversed the waters of Pamlico Sound to 
New Berne and back. On the 5th of April I received your orders to 
quit the river with the 2,500 men that were there in my command, ex- 
cepting one regiment to be sent by the naval foree to you, and I ac- 
cordingly left early on the morning of the 6th of April for New Berne. 

And now as to the question of landing. The notes written by you 
from Washington, such as I saw, cannot be regarded technically as 
orders. Their style suggested the idea to me that you did not so re- 
gard them yourself, as they are not sufficiently coherent with each other 
- or sufficiently definite in themselves, it seems to me, to be considered 
such. In the paragraph of your letter which I am now considering you 
said: ‘I wrote to General Palmer suggesting three ways,” &c., and “ ex- 
pressing my preference for the first,” &c. You then said: ‘“‘ What effort, 
if any, was made to carry out my orders as above quoted?” I think 
from this that you do not always regard them as orders. They are in 
fact, as you style them yourself, your suggestions and preferences: from 
your point of view at the moment of writing. Undoubtedly you would 
not consider them orders in the case of failure of anything done in pur- 
suance of them. 

In one addressed to General Palmer you say that the first plan was 
described to be “to land a strong force below (no place being par- 
ticularized) Hill’s Point Battery, take that battery in reverse, march up 
in rear of Rodman’s Point, and join me at the bridge.” 

In one addressed to me, dated April 2, you say: 

The batteries must be taken in succession, to do which it is necessary to land un- 
der cover of the gunboats and to assail the battery in its flank or rear at the same 
time that the gunboats assail it in front. The battery will probably be supported 
by a brigade, which you must whip. If you have not troops enough send at once to 
Palmer with orders from me to load any steamer or sail-vessel with troops enough to 
do the business surely— P 

At this stage I visited General Palmer, who said .that he was using 
all the transportation— 

If the gunboats arrive before more troops arrive you can make the attempt to land 
under their cover. 
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But the class of gunboats that were expected to affect the battery 
did not arrive till the 5th April. 

In another addressed to me you said that after the Hill’s Point Bat- 
tery was taken the troops ought to re-embark in ofder to proceed to the 
Rodman’s Point Battery on transports. 

The letter of General Potter, chief of your staff, says: 

- He (General Foster) also wishes either yourself or General Prince to come up and _ 
to act according to your own discretion in attacking the battery at Hill’s Point. If 
the gunboats cannot succeed in silencing the battery in question it will rest with 
you or General Prince to decide as to the advisability of landing your infantry and 
flanking the battery. 

Thus I have shown most clearly that it rested solely on my judgment 
and responsibility to decide whether the landing of troops near the Hill’s 
Point Battery should be made, and I shall proceed to show that I 
decided correctly. 

D. H. Hill was known to be on the south side of the Pamlico River 

with at least two brigades of rebels. I derived this knowledge not only 
from you but from other sources of information. From your headquar- 
ters I learned that the rebel regiments about here were all full, each 
brigade consisting of five regiments, numbering, say, 4,500 men. 
* But as the Hill’s Point Battery was the key of the whole investment 
it would be taking a short-sighted view of the generalship of the rebels 
to suppose that they could not concentrate all their force that was south 
of the river in its defense; and when we were nearest to being able to 
land, when we had in_all 2,500 men at Blount’s Bay, I knew, by ocular 
observation, that they were, concentrated for the defense of that bat- 
tery against a landing. The indications were conclusive. This is now 
rendered a demonstrated certainty by our troops having marched over 
the ground and witnessed their freshly-vacated camps there since the 
raising of the siege of Washington, ' 

To land west of Blount’s Creek would have been to place one’s self 
where the formation of the shore line refused to permit the gunboats to 
render any assistance to the infantry landed. No point juts out upon 
which the gunboats might fire without firing over (that is, into) our 
troops. No place whatever can be named west of Blount’s Creek below 
the battery where the gunboats could assist the retreat. The troops 
therefore would have to depend upon themselves and the intrenchments 
they might make after landing. From the mouth of Blount’s Creek to 
Hill’s Point Battery is 24 miles of shore line, forming a uniform and gentle 
curve of which Hill’s Point is the culmination merely. The general 
level of the land along there is 40 feet above the river, the bank of which 
is bluff, A’ landing west of Blount’s Creek would be on this curve of 
23 miles in length. Inside of it lies encamped the supporting brigade 
of rebels—their pickets everywhere on the curve ; their main body not 
over 2 miles distant from any part of it. 

I will suppose that the other brigade south of the river is distributed 
at Blount’s Creek Bridge, Swift Creek Village, Rodman’s Point, the 
cross-roads, and a point between the eross-road and Swift Creek. 

I will suppose that we could land 500 men in row-boats, stern-wheelers, 
&c., at a time. Let us see how the landing would proceed: 

The transport full of troops draws as near to the shore as she can. 
She is then half a mile off (or she remains beyond the range of mus- 
ketry, which would make the time longer), Each trip:to land 500 takes 
twenty minutes, and, if no contingency prolongs it, the transfer of the 
whole to land takes one hour and two-thirds. _Meantime the rebels 
have been called to arms by the fire of thei? pickets, and being not over 
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2 miles distant they are at the landing place in an hour after the land- 


_ ing begins and besiege it before the landing is complete. The two 


principles, without the observance of which the operations should not be 
attempted, are, first,*°a secure retreat, and, second, some prospect of 


_ taking the battery. Any one can decide the question. 


I should have heen willing with 5,000 troops, having assured myself 
of your clearly expressed approbation of doing so, as my letters already 
quoted show, to have attempted what I have described, because I think 


our soldiers, with a superior morale arising from the holiness of their 


canse, are superior in battle to the rebel rank and file, more steady and 
_ persevering, more coolly determined on retaining a reserve of energy 
a ee afew unwasted cartridges for final exhibition, and to sweep the 
= field. 

| To Jand east of Blount’s Creek would have been safe and under the 
cover of the gunbeats; but then there would have been between the 
column and the battery the obstacle of an unfordable creek, watchfully 
guarded, with a single bridge partly removable and occupied in force. 
It is evident that 2,500 men would not have forced the crossing of 
Blount’s Creek if they had landed on the east side of it and remained 
in a condition to go farther. In fact the entire available force of this 
department, all the infantry, cavalry, and artillery that could be marched 
from New Berne, in precise total 6,400 men, went there on the 9th of 
April, and after experimenting on it marched back to New Berne again 
with their killed and wounded, because they could not force it without 
a too great cost of-men. As landing or marching there would have 
brought the forces to the same identical place, it is therefore demon- 
strated that my judgment was correct in pronouncing it to be out of 
the question to get on the flank or rear of Hill’s Point Battery by land- 
ing east of Blount’s Creek, for there is no way of turning Blount’s Creek, 
as a swamp at the head of it, beginning at the bridge, covers an area 
10 miles long and 6 miles wide, and the only pocoson road taorough it 
is impassable. 

Landing east or west was, as I wrote to you, out of the question, then, 
with my forces. I sincerely hope I have rendered it as plain to the coun- 
try and to yourself as it has long been to me. 

The next paragraph of your letter is as follows: 

Nothing being done on the Pamlico River in accordance with my plan No, 1, [wrote 
on the 5th of April ordering you to take command of all the available forces and 
march across the country to Washington. Why did you not go in command? 

This question is answered, I think, fully in my reports to your head- 
quarters of April 13, 1863, rendered for the purpose of answering it. if 
you will suggest any deficiency in the explanation as there given T will 
supply it with pleasure. I believe, in preparing myself for the march, I 
foresaw every difficulty likely to occur in the march and all the places 
where it was possible there would be any opposition, and made up my 
mind how I could persistently endeavor to meet the one and overcome 
the other. 


“Was any counsel of war held as to the expediency of marching across the country? 


None that I have heard of. But this extraordinary question is enti- 
tled to more consideration than is supplied by afull answer. I did not 
ask the opinion of any officer or officers whatever in respect to march- 
ing to’ Washington!’ At one time General Palmer, Colonel Hoffman 
(the assistant adjutant-general of the department) at another, and Gen- 
eral Spinola at another time were in my quarters, afew moments each, 
at the time when myself and my confidential personal staff were gath- 
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ering and collating information fiom persons of all colors respecting 
‘the country between New Berne and Washington and were discussing 
in the most perfect privacy whatever subjects in conhection therewith 
it pleased us to mention, it having been stated by me to them that 
nothing which was uttered that day by them or by me should be con- 
sidered an opinion, but as a mere suggestion to thought and. memory. 
No reserve was observed when the persons named were in, and no other 
person was treated with any part of such confidence. I am forced to 
“suppose that this working with my staff is the foundation of the ques- 
tion, if it has any, strange as it may seem, because I cannot imagine 
any other. 

Did you, publicly or privately, in consultation with the commanding officer, give 
your opinion, similar to that expressed to me in a letter, that the garrison at Wash- _ 
ington were in an eel-pot and the mouth closed, and so convey the impression that it 
was inexpedient to incur much risk in endeavoring to raise the siege, accepting the 
surrender as a foregone conelusion, and that the troops that should march to my res- 
cue would in all probability be cut.off ? 

I have never held such opinions, and have never expressed any such 
to you or to any one. I never had impressions resembling such as you 
mention above and never conveyed any such to any one, publicly or 
privately. If I had done so publicly, as I have no right to do, the in- 
formation would be at your service; if privately, as I have the most per- 
fect right to do to a commanding officer, it would be sacred with him. 

There were two commanding officers whom I consulted with, General 
Palmer, commanding the department in your absence at Washington, 
with whom I was bound to consult as the commanding officer; the 
other was General Spinola, whom I relieved in command on the Pamlico 
River, which fact placed me on similar terms with him to a certain de- 
gree. I was habitually frank with them, and if my frankness is partly 
exposed I submit to you that it is not my fault. They are proper per- 
sons for my freest intercourse on public matters. The ideas I may have 
expressed on those matters to the commanding officer of the department 
in the form of advice, crude surmises, or partly conceived thoughts for 
the purpose of eliciting an exchange of impressions, or for persuasion, or 
conversation merely in that intercourse, the freedom of which is equally 
sanctioned by discretion and honor and the good of the service, are not 
subject to interrogatories, in which they are liable to misconstruction, tor 
the publiceye. It is my freedom to express myself according to the ineli- 
nation of the moment or the final decision of my judgment to the officer 
in command, with whom I am in customary association, on the current 
affairs which engage us, untrammeled by the supposition that either 
he or his confidential staff officer will expose my remarks anywhere. I 
shall only hold myself responsible to the publie for what I so say when 
itis properly imparted to the public, and then I will substantiate the 
correctness of the motives actuating my words in the broadest, highest, 
and purest meaning of a motive; for I will never speak by any other, 
however agreeable it might be for me to do so. I shall not, therefore, 
here review my and their ideas exchanged in private conversations. 
Doing so imperfectly would be as unjust to them as it would be to me. 
I may say in general, however, that in discussing a proposed military 
operation I habitually make every supposition of success or failure 
and more especially of failure, that my ingenuity can devise, as the 
only means of preparing myself or assisting any one else to prepare 
properly and fully. to conduct it. ers 

_The eel-pot simile I used only in the sense in which I used it to you, 
viz, a8 suggesting the manner in which I presumed the rebels regarded 
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Washington. I never so regarded it myself, but on the contrary always 
expressed as my firm opinion, in the most public manner and with the 
intention to diffuse it, that you could come out whenever you pleased 
_ and also bring your command, with perhaps some loss, and that I fully 
Shared your confidence of success. I used this simile discreetly with 
some of those persons interested in running the barricade for you, in 
connection with such remarks as that the enemy let the Ceres go by 
without firing at her and probably would let anything else go in, to en- 
courage these persons in making the passage of the blockade. 


Was the question raised regarding my authority to give orders? If so, when, by 
whom, and under what circumstances? 


The question was not raised that I know of regarding your authority 
to command the troops in North Carolina. If I had any talk on the 
topic it was in private with General Palmer or General Spinola, and 
was either for my own or their amusement and not for any other pur- 
pose. If in your meaning of the words of the inquiry you are of the 
opinion that the circumstances in which you were at Washington. of 
themselves raised the question, you must admit that I would have been 
absent-minded not to think of it. 

Trusting that I have fulfilled the promise with which | began, I am, 
general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: HENRY PRINCE, 
Brigadier-General, Volunteers. 


. 
’ 


HEADQUARTERS HIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, May 8, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY PRINCE, 
Comdg. District of the Pamlico, Washington, N. C.: 


GENERAL: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of April 26 in reply to mine of the 21st. 

It is of course desirable in all military operations that the pros and 
cons should be fully weighed and the operation contemplated be made 
as certain as possible; thatasarule. But exigencies do occur when it is 
a duty to act even though the risk of failure is greater than the chance 
of success; this as an exception; and under this latter hypothesis I con- 
sider the attempt to relieve Washington to have been. I can therefore 
only regret that the attempt to storm Hill’s Point was not made, the 
more so, aS a reconnaissance made by Captain Douglas, of the Fifth 
Rhode Island Volunteers, showed that Hill’s Point might have been 
carried. Information shows that only one brigade was within near 
reaching distance of that Point. 

I fear that your judgment against the feasibility of attacking the place 
was too generally disseminated, and that the effect on subordinate offi- 
cers and men was to discourage and seriously impair the morale so essen- 
tial to success. — 

This is written, general, to acknowledge your report, and to express 
my regrets that your views were not mine; or, rather, that you did not 
recognize the emergency as one justifying and calling for some risks 
and greater efforts than were made. 


I remain, general, respectfully, yours, 
J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRIO? OF THE PAMLICO, 
Washington, N. C., May 10, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FosEr, 
Commanding Department of North Carolina : 


GENERAL: Perfectly coinciding with you in the generalities of your 
letter of May 8, 1863, respecting the subject of landing at Hill’s Point, 
the reasons I have assigned in my letter to you of the 26th of April, 
1863, forbid my drawing the same special inference from them, and the 
hypothesis which you there state that you consider applicable to the 
case needs no other commentary than is furnished by the result of the 
siege. 

There is no manner in which my judgment could have affected the 
morale of the troops. I am confident that it was never otherwise than 
well affected by me. After the fleet returned from the Pamlico, when 
the troops were crossing the Neuse for the purpose of marching to 
Washington, in which expedition they expected me to lead them, no 
regiment passed my house that did not rend the air with unanimous 
cheers. No cause whatever has existence for the fear you express, and 
I do most solemnly avow before my Maker that no valid reason can be 
assigned for it. 

As I believe that an examination of the reconnaissance referred to by 
you as made by Captain Douglas, Fitth Rhode Island Volunteers, will 
deprive the remark you predicate upon it of all force, I beg that you 
will cause me to be furnished with an account of it. 

Respecting the “one brigade” immediately in support of the battery it 
is but just to say that it was Pettigrew’s, containing six full regiments, 
nominally 5,400 men, and that it was re-enforced by Claiborne’s cavalry 
and by artillery. But D. H. Hill had two brigades on the south side 
of the river besides three unattached North Carolina regiments. Hill’s 
Point Battery was the key of the investment, All military men will 
agree that he could therefore concentrate his main body in its defense. 

“No doubt can exist of it. But this is of no moment in the argument. 
Pettigrew’s brigade is sufficient for my purposes. 

I have in vain endeavored to reach with my perceptive faculties the 
object of this correspondence. Hasthe interest of the country suffered ? 
Or, on the other hand, has everything terminated according to the ut- 
most blessing of the Almighty ?° The siege of Washington is raised in 
the best possible manner. The enemy acquired no advantage whatever 
over us in the course of it. Everything has resulted in the utter defeat 
and overthrow of his plans. Nothing could be better. Your name is 
the theme of every newspaper correspondent. And yet this correspond- 
ence 18 entered upon, with me, in which there seems to be an elaborate 
effort to give currency to facts which have no. existence by asserting 
them Interrogatively, and in which, notwithstanding the favorable re- 
sult of the siege, you now even go so far as to say “I can therefore only 
regret that the attempt to storm Hill’s Point was: not made,” plainly 
regretting that an unnecess¢ ty and imminent risk of another Ball's 
Bluff was not run by landing 2,500 men in the face of Pettigrew’s. bri- 
gade, ‘although such landing would have been in opposition to your 
own instructions given in writing to me. In this regret, which is ut- 
tered with such poetical Sincerity, neither our country, nor myself can 
possibly participate. 

General, it is clear to the most common apprehension that the “ hy- 


pothesis,” the “fear,” and the “regret” expressed in this letter have no 


oo. 
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_ existence in your mind; and J am sure that the reconnaissance which 


shows that Hill’s Point Battery could have been taken by my 2,500 men 
‘will prove equally fictitious. 
Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
, HENRY PRINCE, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding District. 


No. 9 

¥ 

Reports of Col. Silas P. Richmond, Third Massachusetts Infantry, of op- 
erations April 7-10 and 16-21. 


Camp JOURDAN, 
_ New Berne, N. C., April 11, 1863. 
_Sre: The following is a correct report of the part taken by myself 
and command in the recent reconnaissance in force under. Brigadier- 
General Spinola. 

April 7, 6.30 p. m.—Received orders to march immediately with three 
days’ cooked rations, and seven in bulk to follow. My command left 
camp at 7 p. m., marched to Foster’s Wharf, and there embarked on the 
steamer Allison, which took us across the Neuse River. We landed 
near Fort Anderson and bivouacked for the night. I had with me 24 
officers and 517 men. 

April 8.—Waited during the morning for the remainder of the troops 
to cross over. ‘The troops were temporarily brigaded anew, my regiment 
being put in the First Brigade, under commandof Acting Brigadier 
Amory. The whole column was under General Spinola, and consisted - 
of three brigades of five regiments each with a small force of cavalry 
and artillery. The column moved at 1.30 p. m., my regimeut having 
the left of the First Brigade. We marched in a northerly direction. 
The roads for the most part were very good and the column moved fast. 
We made no halts for rest. We passed New Hope School-House about 
sunset, taking the road to the left. We marched until 9 p. m., then 
bivouacked by the road side. Distance marched, 15 miles. 

April 9.—Our brigade moved at 6.30 a. m., in the same order as yes- 
terday. Marched back on the same road about 4 miles; then took a 
cross-road; which led into the main road to Core Point, and continued 
on in the latter; halted a short time for dinner and then marched on 
until 3 p. m., when we got in close proximity to Swift Creek, and the 
enemy’s pickets were met—2 of them captured and the rest driven in. 
The enemy almost immediately opened on us with batteries on the 
other side of the creek. Our batteries moved to the front and engaged 
.the enemy for about two hours, without any apparent effect. The en- 
emy’s shell, though few in number, were excellently aimed, every one 
causing some loss on our side. Ammunition being nearly all expended 
the order was given to retire, which we did in good order, marching 
‘back to the cross-roads near New Hope School-House and then biv- 
ouacked for the night, it being then about 9 p. m., and having marched 
during the day about 30 miles. 

April 10.—The column was put in motion at about 7 a. m., Colonel 
Amory’s brigade ‘having the lead and marching left in front, which 
brought my regiment in advance. Reached the ferry near Fort Ander- 
son at 10.30 a. m., and after a little delay we.were transported across the 
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iver, reaching New Berne at 12 m., having marched in all about 55 
rates in less Wen forty-eight hours from the time-of leaving Fort An- 
derson. I brought my men all safely into. camp although they were 
more completely tired out than at any previous time during the cam- 
ate a ec te 7 | 

R tfully submitted. 
cuss S. P. RICHMOND, 
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
S. A. ILSLEY, : 
A. A. A. G., Second Brigage, Highteenth Army Corps. 


Hpars. THIRD REGT. MASSACHUSETTS VOL. MILITIA, 
Camp Jourdan, New Berne, N. C., April 23, 1863. 


COLONEL: On the morning of the 16th instant I received orders to 
have my command formed ready to march, with three days’ cooked ra- 
tions, seven in bulk, and 100 rounds of ammunition per man. The nec- 
essary preparations were immediately made and line formed. : 

A large number of both officers and men were on the sick list, con- 
sequently the column marched was less in number than at any previ- 
ous time. I was too unwell to leave camp, and the regiment went 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Barton. 

The following is a copy of report to me: 

Camp JOURDAN, 
. New Berne, N. C., April 22, 1863. 
Col. S. P. Rricumonp: ; 

COLONEL: I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken by the 
Third Regiment in the late expedition under General Prince toward Kinston, N. C.* 

Formed regiment line at 10.30 on the morning of April 16 and marched with 448 men 
and 23 officers to the depot at New Berne; embarked on the cars at 2.45 p.m.3 pro- 
ceeded to a point 4 miles beyond Batchelder’s Creek and bivouacked for the night. 

On the morning of the 17th formed line at 7.30 and embarked on the cars and pro- 
ceeded up the railroad and halted at the Jones plantation, a point near Core Creek ; 
disembarked and formed line of battle. Three companies were ordered to report to 
Colonel Jourdan. Sent forward Companies C, B, and H. Regiment rested on their 
arms during the day and bivouacked here for the night. 

1sth.—AII quiet through the night. Three companies were ordered to report to 
Colonel Jourdan. Sent forward Companies D, F, and A. Orders received to hold 
the regiment in readiness to act as a reserve. Sent out Company E on picket. Reg- 
iment halted here for the night. 

. 19th.—All quiet through the night. Company G ordered on the cars to guard the 
train and ammunition. Regiment remained inactive through the day and bivou- 
acked here for the night. 

20th.—All quiet through the night. Three companies were ordered to report to 


Colonel Jourdan. Sent forward Companies K, KE, and G. About 9 o’clock firing was — 


heard at the front. Received orders to go on board the cars as a support to the bat- 
tery. Moved forward to Core Creek.and halted. At 2 o’clock returned to our former 
position and bivouacked here for the night. . 


21st.—All quiet through the night. Regiment remained inactive until 3 o'clock - 


when orders were received to prepare to march. Embarked on the cars at 6 o'clock 


and returned to New Berne, reaching. camp at 7 p.m. Whole distance traveled, 34 
miles, No casualties. 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 


JAMES BARTON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Third Regiment Mass. Vol. Militia. 


During the absence of the main portion of the regiment those re- 
maining in camp improved in health considerably, but. I am sorry to 
say that our sick list is still very large. Company I returned from de- 
tached service on the 20th instant, and last evening we-had a dress- 


parade in which all the companies belonging to the regiment partici- ° 
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pated. It was a very pleasing reunion to us, it being the first time at 
which all the companies have had an opportunity to form on the same 
line since the first day of our arrival in this department. . 
T remain, colonel, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; Nee S..P. RICHMOND, 
“one olonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Comdg. Second Brig., Fifth Div., Bighteenth Army Corps. 


No. 10. mat , 


| Keport.of Capt. John M. Willson, Third New York Cavalry, of skirmish 
| 7 at Sandy Ridge, April 20. 


PICKET STATION, NEUSE Roap, 
April 22, 1863. 
Sir: I have to report to you that in the skirmish with the enemy 
April 20, 1 man was wounded and 8 horses killed and 1 revolver lost. 
Seventeen of my command were engaged, under the command of Sergt. 
Henry Dow. I was sick and could not take command. 


I am, respectfully, yours, 
JOHN M. WILLSON, 
Captain, Third New York Cavalry, Commanding Station. 


Col. S. H. Mrx, 
Commanding Third New York Cavalry. 


No. 11. 


Report of Col. J. Richter Jones, Pifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry; of 
skirmish at Sandy kidge, April 20. 


HpgRS. FIFTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT PENNSYLVANIA VOLS., 
; Camp at Core Oreek, April 20, 1863. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I advanced on the Dover road 
this morning according to arrangements. No enemy were found this 
side of Sandy Ridge, but at the junction, or just beyond the causeway 
running from the railroad, fire was opened on my skirmishers. I had 
three companies deployed, which drove the enemy gradually back, they 
making a stand at every strong position. Near the upper end of the 
ridge, where it is not more than 100 yards wide, they had a breastwork 
of logs and earth reaching across to the swamps on both flanks, which. ! 
they endeavored to hold and defended with great resolution. Finding 
the front likely to cost me many men, I deployed two more companies 
on the right and left flanks, with directions to force their way through 
the swamps. ‘Those swamps were barely passable by woodmen, but my 
men succeeded in advancing on the flank of the breastwork, when they . 
raised a shout, at which the enemy abandoned it, and fled into the 
swamp to the rear of the ridge. 

I cannot speak too highly of the conduct of my officers and men, of 
their coolness and steadiness under fire, and of their perseverance 10 
pushing the enemy... The enemy opposed to us were one company of 


240 NORTH CAROLINA AND 8. E. VIRGINIA, —_— (Car. Xxx, 


Nethercutt’s battalion and three companies of the Forty-ninth North 
Carolina, Lieutenant-Colonel Flemming, and they numbered, one of the 
prisoners says, 225. We found one of the enemy dead on the field (whom 

we buried decently), 2 wounded and took 27 prisoners. : rai 
Our loss is 8 wounded, one of whom belongs to Company H, Third 
New York Cavalry, which company behaved gallantly and lost 3 horses. 
The breastwork where the enemy made their final stand is at the upper 
end of the ridge, about 6 miles by the Dover road from Core Creek; 
beyond, that road runs principally through swamps to its junction with 
the railroad. . 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. RICHTER JONES, 
Colonel Fifty-eighth Regiment. 


Captain WALDRON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 12. Z 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Francis B. Spinola, U. S. Army, commanding Pro- 
wtsional Division and First Brigade, Fifth Division, of operations on 
the Pamlico, April 1-4; action at Blount’s Creek, April 9, and of Ex- 
peditions from New Berne to Swift Creek Village, April 13-21, 


HEADQUARTERS SPINOLA’s BRIGADE, 
Washington, N. C., May 12, 1863. 
COLONEL: In obedience to verbal orders, received at 40’clock on the 
morning of March 31, for me to have two regiments of my brigade ready 
to embark from the wharf at Fort Spinola at daybreak and for myself 
and staff to accompany them to Washington, N. C., where I would re- 
port to General Foster, I have the honor to report, viz: 
I immediately proceeded to execute the order. The One hundred and 
seventy-first and One hundred and seventy-fitth- Regiments Pennsyl- 
vania Militia, the first commanded by Colonel Bierer and the second 
commanded by Colonel Dyer, were at the wharf at the appointed time. 
At 6a, m. the steamer Emilie, witha schooner in tow, started with the 
One hundred and seventy-fitth Regiment and the right wing ‘of the 
One hundred and seventy-first Regiment, and at 10 o’clock the same 
morning the steamer John Farron started, with schooner in tow, the 
left wing of the One hundred and seventy-tirst Regiment being on the 
Farron and three pieces of Ransom’s battery, with caissons, limbers, 
and 200 rounds of ammunition for each gun, together with Captam 
Ransom and his company, being on the schooner; myself and staff on 
the Faron. 
_- I proceeded down the Neuse River and at 2 p. I. came up with the 
steamer Sylvan Shore, lying at anchor inside of the light-house at: the 
mouth of Neuse River. 1 gave the captain orders to proceed at once 
to the steamer Thomas Colyer, then aground on a shoal about 8 miles 
from the light-house, and take the One hundred and fifty-eighth Regi- 
ment Pennsylvania Militia from on board of her and proceed with it to 

Washington, N. C., with all dispatch. 

The One hundred and fifty-eighth Regiment had started for Washing- 
ton on March 29 under orders from Headquarters Highteenth Army 
Corps. I subsequently ascertained that the steamer Sylvan Shore could 
not accommodate all of the regiment, and at 3 o’clock of the same day 
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T overtook the steam-tug Alert and sent her, together with the stern- 
wheel steamer Wilson, after the remainder of the One hundred and 
fifty-eighth Regiment. After the regiments had all been taken from 
the Colyer I put part of them on the John Farron and a portion of them 


on the schooner with the artillery, and directed the tug to take the 


schooner in tow and reach Washington with her as soon as possible. 

At 4.30 p. m. passed Brant Island Shoals Light-House, and at 7 o’clock 
passed the light-house at the entrance to Pamlico River. At7.20 o’clock 
met the steamer North Shore. The officer aboard informed me that he 
was bound to New Berne with dispatches from General Foster to Gen- 
eral Palmer, and that the rebels had erected batteries ow Mull’s and 
Hill’s Points, on the Pamlico River, and that it was General Foster’s 
orders not to proceed any farther up the river until gunboats should 
arrive to convoy the transports by the batteries. I proceeded to within 
about 5 or 6 miles of Mull’s Point, and at 9.30 o’clock came to anchor. 
Our approach was signaled by the enemy from a point about 10 miles 
below Mull’s Point. The signals were very distinct and continued at 
intervals throughout the night. 

On Wednesday morning, April 1, the gunboat Lockwood passed by 
a little before daylight, and proceeded to within 1 mile of Hill’s Point 
aud came to anchor. 

At 6 o’clock on the morning of April 1 I got the steamer Farron and 
other transports under way and proceeded up the river, and at 9 o’clock 
again anchored within 25 miles of the Hill’s Point Battery. 

At 10 o’clock I visited the gunboat Lockwood and learned from Mr. 
Hicks, who commanded her, that there were five guns mounted on the 
battery on Hill’s Point; that he had been directly under the battery 
and had seen aud counted the guns. Mr. Hicks expressed his willing- 
ness to do anything in his power to assist the transports in running by 
the batteries, whereupon I requested him to proceed within range and 
open fire upon it, which he did, taking his vessel directly under it and 
continuing to fire for an hour and a half without any reply from the 
enemy. 

At 2.30 p. m. Captain Gouraud, of General Foster’s staff, and Lieu- 
tenant Cole, of my staff, volunteered to run by the blockade in a small 
boat and proceed to Washington with dispatches for General Foster. 
They got safely by the Hill’s Point Battery, and after proceeding a few 
miles up the river met Master’s Mate McKeever, of the gunboat Louis- 
iana, who was on his way down with dispatches from General Foster. 
Captain Gouraud and Lieutenant Cole returned again to the steamer. 

Master’s Mate-McKeever said that no boat drawing.6 feet of water 
could reach Washington, as the tide was lower than it had been for a 
year. This statement was also confirmed by the pilot of the gunboat 
Lockwood, who asserted to his knowledge that it had never before been 
so low; all:the transports required more than 6 feet of water; while 
Mr. Hicks, commanding the gunboat, gave it as his opinion that he be- 
lieved it impossible for any of the transports to pass the batteries, as 
the channel was only about 80 feet in width and all the buoys had been 
removed by the enemy. 

At 7.30 p. m. I sent the steamer Sylvan Shore to New Berne for ad- 
ditional gunboats and ammunition of the kind required for the guns 
at Washington, that aboard of the transports not being of the character 
required for the gunboats and artillery at that place. The stern-wheel 
steamer Wilson arrived and reported at 9.30 p. m. 

Lieutenant Cole, of my staff, and Master’s Mate McKeever started in 
a small boat to run the blockade, with dispatches for General Ioster, 
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and got safely through, and returned at 7 15 o’clock on the morning of 


April 2 with dispatches from General Foster. ee 
After arriving in front of the rebel batteries and remaining there all 
day, and finding it quite impossible to run the transports by the batteries 
at that time or until additional gunboats should arrive so as to hold 
the enemy’s guns in check while the vessels were passing, and after 
having carefully examined in person the shore from the mouth of Blount’s 
Creek to within a short distance of Hills Point, having likewise made 
the necessary soundings along the shore to ascertain the depth of water 
between the above-named points with a view to select the most suit- 
able place to land, I decided to have the troops put ashore and storm 
the works on Hill’s Point, and to that end issued the following orders 

on the afternoon of April 1, 1863: 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS ABOARD JOHN FARON, 
No. 1. Pamlico River, N. C., April 1, 1863. 

I. Colonel Dyer, commanding the One hundred and sevyenty-fifth Regiment Penn- 
sylvania Militia, will disembark his regiment on the steamer Wilson and land them 
near the mouth of Blount’s Creek and storm the battery on Hill’s Point at daylight 
to-inorrow morning. 

Il. Colonel Bierer, commanding the One hundred and seventy-first Regiment Penn- 
sylvania Militia, will hold that portion of his command that is now aboard the steamer 
Enmilié in readiness to disembark at daylight to-morrow morning to support Colonel 
Dyer, who is to storm the battery on Hill’s Point. 

IIL. Lieutenant-Colonel Troxel, commanding the One hundred and fifty-eighth 
Regiment Pennsylvania Militia, will hold that portion of his command that is now 
aboard the steamer Emilie, and a sufficient number in addition from aboard the 
schooner to make his command 300 men in all, in readiness to disembark at daylight 
to-morrow to act in conjunction with Colonel Bierer’s command as support to Colonel 
Dyer, who is to storm the battery on Hill’s Point. 

1V. Lieut. Thomas Low, in command of three guns of the battery, now aboard the 
schooner Annie L. Edwards, will be ready to go into action with his guns at daylight 
to-morrow morning. He will act in concert with the captain of the gunboat Lock- 
wood. The schooner will be towed into action by a propeller. 

By command of Brigadier-General Spinola: , 

L. HANLEY, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


I also made a thorough and careful examination on the evening of 
April 1 of the approaches by water. to Bath, on the north side of the 
river, with a view of landing there and marching to Washington in 
case I failed in taking the battery on Hill’s Point. 

At 2 o’clock on the morning of April 2 the steamer North Shore ar- 
rived with Brig. Gen, Henry Prince and staff aboard. The foregoing 
orders were not executed, as General Prince took command of the 
forces, and all movements from that time until he left again for New 
Berne were under His direction and will, I presume, be embodied in his 
report. 

At 6 p. m. on the 2d instant the steam-tug Alida left for New Berne 
and at 8 o’clock the same evening General Prince and staff started for 
New Berne on the steamer North Shore, which again left me in com- 
mand. 

April 3 I loaded eight small boats with ammunition, and although 
it was blowing almost a gale of wind, which rendered the undertaking 
of running the blockade extremely hazardous in addition to passing the 
enemy’s batteries, yet I experienced no difficulty in finding a sufficient 
number of volunteers from aboard the gunboats to man all the small 
boats, and at 9 p. m. this little fleet started, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Williams, of my staff, and reached the gatrison in safety. Upon 
consultation with Captain MacDearmid, of the gunboat Ceres, he volun- 
teered to buoy out the channel and run his boat past the batteries, 


Omar. XXX.) SIEGE OF WASHINGTON, N. Cc. - 243 


Accordingly at 10 o’clock on the night of April 3 he started to place 
the buoys, and at 12 o’clock reported that he had succeeded and was then 
ready to run his boat through if I desired it. I accordingly had the 
Ceres brought alongside of the Farron and put on board of her all the 
ammunition her magazine could hold. 

At 2.45 o’clock on the morning of April 4 Captain MacDearmid started 
with his gunboat and passed all the batteries in safety, the Hill’s and 

‘Swan’s Point Batteries firing at him as long as he was within range of 
their guns. 

At 4 o’clock on the morning of April 4 I received a dispatch from 
General Foster for General Prince. It was of an important character, 
and I concluded to forward it at once to General Prince at New Berne. 
Accordingly I had the 600 troops on the Farron transferred to the two 
schooners that had Ransom’s battery aboard, and started the steamer at 
6 o’clock in the morning for New Berne with a letter to General Palmer, 
asking that all the small boats, together with the surf: boats and launches 
that could be procured at New Berne, might be sent down by the steamer 

on her return, as I had become satisfied that the garrison could be re- 
| enforced by passing the blockade with these boats in the night, in case 
all other plans failed. The steamer returned but the boats did not 
come. 
At 2 o’clock three additional gunboats arrived, the Southfield, White- 
— head, and Seymour. Their several commanders expressed a desire to 
render all the assistance in their power toward relieving the garrison, 
and wished to know my desires in the matter; whereupon I requested 
that they would at once engage the battery on Hill’s Point, which they 
did at a distance of about 1,000 yards, and nothing could have been 
more accurate than the firing of the Southfield and one or two others of 
the boats, from the effect of which I became entirely satisfied that the 
battery could be passed in safety. : 

After ascertaining that the buoys put down by Captain MacDearmid 
had not been disturbed, and as soon as dark set in, I had the whole of 
Ramson’s battery, including officers and men, transferred to the schooner 
Nellie D., and the six guns placed in position on the schooner’s deck. I 
likewise transferred the whole of the One hundred and seventy-fifth 
Regiment Pennsylvania Militia, under command of Colonel Dyer, num- 
bering 600 men, on the same schooner, and had made arrangements for 
the gunboat Lockwood to take aboard the ammunition that had reached 
me for the gunboats and batteries at Washington, and also to take the 
schooner in tow and run the blockade with her before daylight on the 
following morning. The above arrangements were made by the regi- 
mental and battery commanders in pursuance of the following orders: 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS ABOARD THE THOMAS COLYER, 
No, 2. : Pamlico River, near Hill’s Point, N. C., April 4, 1868. 

I. Col. Samuel A. Dyer, commanding One hundred and seventy-fifth Regiment 
Pennsylvania Militia, will immediately transfer his command from the schooner 
to the schooner Nellie D. that has Ransom’s battery aboard, for the purpose 
of running the blockade by the rebel batteries on Hill’s and Swan’s Points and Rod- 
man’s Quarters and re-enforcing General Foster at Washington. 

Il. The utmost caution must be exercised in keeping the men between decks while 
passing the batteries. : ; Gina 

II. Captain Ransom, commanding battery, will transfer the guns of his battery, 
together with caissons, ammunition, and men, from the schooner — to the schooner 
Nellie D., and have all his guns placed in position and ready for action on the deck of 
the schooner Nellie D., so as to assist in fighting his way past the batteries. 

IV. The captain of the schooner Nellie D. will receive aboard his vessel Colonel 
Dyer’s regiment of infantry and the balance of Ransom’s battery. ‘ 

V. Captain Graves, of the gunboat Lockwood, is requested to receive aboard his 
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boat the ammunition sent from New Berne for General Poster, and lay bis vessel 
alongside the schooner Nellie D. for the purpose of towing her past the batteries and 
through the blockade to Washington between now and daylight. 
By command of Brigadier-General Spinola, commanding: 
L. HANLEY, | 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Everything was in readiness to make the move under the above 
orders when General Prince and staff arrived in the steamer Escort at 
about 11 p. m., April 4, and assumed command, after which the execu- 
tion of the foregoing orders devolved upon him. The arrangements for 
running the blockade with the gunboat and schooner were not carried 
out, although the schooner had weighed anchor and the gunboat had 
made fast to her and both were under way when General Prince coun- 
termanded the orders and the schooner again came to anchor. I had 
made all the above arrangements under the belief that the favorable 
moment to re-enforce the garrison had arrived, as there were 2 or 3 feet 
more water in the river than there had been at any time since my arri- 
val. I ascertained this fact by soundings made under my own per- 
sonal supervision. The reason for countermanding the orders ander 
which the arrangements had been made for the schooner Nellie D. and 
gunboat Lockwood to run the blockade I have no doubt will be fully 
explained in General Prince’s report. 

All the officers and men of my brigade were both willing and anxious 
to incur any risk or to encounter any danger necessary to relieve the 
beleaguered city, and no troops in the army could have manifested a 
greater willingness to make any necessary sacrifice to re-enforce the 
garrison and to relieve it from the perils that surrounded it. 

I cannot close this report without bearing testimony to the gallant 
conduct of the Navy while acting in conjunction with my command, 
particularly Captain MacDearmid, of the gunboat Ceres. The conduct 
of the several commanders of the gunboats engaged was all that could 
have been expected of them. They manifested great bravery, coupled 
with a willingness to do all in their power to relieve the garrison. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I. B. SPINOLA, 
Brigadier- General. 

Lieut. Col. SourmarpD HorrMman, 

‘Assistant Adjutant-General, Eighteenth A rmy Corps. 


Hpars. on Fratp ar Lirrtn Swirt CREEK, 
April 8, 1863—W ednesday night, 11 o’clock. 

GENERAL: In pursuance to your instructions of to-day the column 
under my command started at 3 o’clock p. m. and arrived at this place 
at 8 o’clock p.m., The advance guard met the enemy’s pickets about 7 
miles from Fort Anderson. They retreated without returning. fire, and 
about half an hour later we heard their alarm guns. From information 
entirely reliable I learn that the enemy, 6,000 infantry and 1,000 cay- 
alry, are in a strong fortified position at Walter Rutt’s farm, on the road 
leading to Blount’s Creek. I also learn from the same source that the 
enemy occupy both sides of Swift Creek Bridge. There are other forces 
on the road leading to Kinston, but I could not learn their position or 
strength. It is to be presumed that the enemy is in strong positioly and 
force at the cross-roads near Washington. Should I proceed to Wash- 
ington on the Swift Creek road I feel assured that I will be attacked 
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‘ in the rear by the forces above named on Ruff’s farm, and would also 
be harassed on my left flank by the forces stationed on the Kinston 


roads. In case I fail to drive the enemy from the cross-roads near Wash- 


- ington and am compelled to retreat it can only be done with a large 


sacrifice, if at all. From all the information I have received it estab- 
lishes the strength of the enemy not less than 20,000, under Hill, Petti- 
grew, and Garnett. The majority of the information fixes the enemy’s 
Strength at 22,000, and it is therefore supposable that we will have to en- 
counter at least 10,000 under Hill at the cross-roads néar Washington. 
that being the main position of the enemy. It appears to me now that 


_ the only possible successful way to relieve the garrison is to take the 


> 


battery at Hill’s Point, and in that way raise the blockade. 
We are constructing the bridge over Little Swift Creek to-night. 

_I shall havea consultation to-night with the brigade commanders, ar- 
tillery, and cavalry. It is my intention tostart from here in the morning 
for Blount’s Creek, and engage the enemy there, and drive them, if 
possible, beyond the battery on Hills Point with a view of taking it. 
Should I not be successful I shall retreat to Fort Anderson, as Iam 
satisfied it is utterly impossible to march on Washington by the Swift 
Creek route without endangering my entire command. In the event of 
having to retreat it will be necessary that transportation be ready to 
convey the command across the Neuse River. Send forward immediately 
the forage wagons and wagons with officers’ baggage; the other wagons 
leave till you hear further from me. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. B. SPINOLA, 
Brigadier-General. 
Brig. Gen. I. N. PALMER. 


HEADQUARTERS GENERAL SPINOLA’S COMMAND, 
NEAR NEW HopPE ScHOOL-HOUSE, 
Thursday Evening, April 9, 1863—11.30 o’clock. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to communicate that I started at 7 
o’clock this morning from Little Swift Creek with my command and 
marched to Ruft’s Mill, at the head of Blount’s Creek, a distance of 15 
miles. Two miles from this place we met and exchanged fire with the 
enemy’s picket, which was continued till we reached the cross-roads, 1 
mile from Ruff’s Mill. I followed the enemy with the intention of 
crossing Blount’s Creek, in order to make my way to Washington, as [ 
have already indicated in my last letter to you. I found, however, the 
enemy’s position almost impregnable, owing to the thickness of swamp 
woods on the north side of Blount’s Creek, and also to the strong earth- 
works on the south side of the creek, behind which the enemy were 
2,000 strong. I will also mention that these earthworks are thrown up 
close to the bridge, which was destroyed by the enemy previous to my 
arrival there. The earthworks were partly dug in the ground and partly 
thrown up, so that they could only be reached by depressing our pieces. 
In the enemy’s works were six pieces mounted, which I judge to be 12- 
pounder howitzers, [which] were served with great skill. Behind these 
fortifications, at a distance of about a half mile, were also 3,000 of the 
enemy, the whole 5,000 being under the command of General Pettigrew. 
I also learn from reliable sources that the roads from Blount’s Creek to 
Washington and Hill’s Point are entirely occupied by the enemy, and 
I learn by positive evidence that there are two brigades encamped at 
and near the cross-roads in front of Washington, under the immediate 
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4 
command of General Hill. The engagement was commenced by acom-— 
pany of the Third New York Cavalry with a mountain howitzer. The 
howitzer, under command of Lieutenant Burke, and the company of 
cavalry, under the command of Captain , were under the direc- 
tion of Major Garrard, Third New York Cavalry, temporarily detailed 
on my staff. The cavalry detachment constituted part of Colonel 
Amory’s brigade, who engaged the enemy at the bridge for nearly . 
two hours. Owing to the condition of the ground it was impossible to 
develop a large force against the enemy, and therefore only two regi- 
ments of infantry, the Seventeenth and Forty-third Massachusetts 
Volunteers, two sections of Captain Belger’s battery, and one section 
of 32-pounder howitzers, under command of Lieutenant , together 
with the cavalry above named, were actually engaged. Though we suc- 
ceeded in silencing the enemy’s battery, yet we were nnable to drive 
them from their position, as our infantry and artillery fire were without 
much effect upon them, owing to the nature of their earthworks and the 
position of our guns. It was equally impossible to enfilade their works 
or to cross or ford the creek at any other point, and, as stated above, 
the bridge being destroyed we were unable to charge the enemy or 
build the bridge under their heavy musketry fire. Seeing that it was 
impossible to cross the creek, I was obliged to return, and did so at 5 
o'clock this afternoon, in regular order, without being molested in any 
way by the enemy. 

I take pleasnre in stating that Colonel Amory’s conduct during the 
march and engagement was of the most creditable character, as was also 
Major Frankle’s, Major Garrard’s, and Major Stone’s, temporarily de- 
tailed on my staff. The Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers, under 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Fellows, is especially deserving of 
notice; while all the officers and men of the command manifested an 
anxious determination to reach Washington at all hazards and relieve 
the garrison there, but failed to do it for the reason that they could not 
perform impossibilities. 

I deplore the necessity of stating the casualties of officers and men 
during the engagement, which was very slight considering the nature 
of our engagement. Captain Belger was wounded in the hip, the ball 
passing through his thigh and killing his horse; Lieutenant Roberts, 
Seventeenth Massachusetts, left arm broken by a Minie ball; 2 men of 
Battery I, First Rhode Island Artillery, 1 sli ghtly, the other severely; 5 
men of Seventeenth Massachusetts, 1 severely. 

[ shall leave this place for New Berne to-morrow morning, feeling 
conscious that I have done all that was in my power to comply with the 
requests of General Foster as well as to carry out your instructions. 

Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; FP. B. SPINOLA, 
Brigadier-General. 


Brig. Gen. I. N. Paumer. 


— 


Camp av New Horr Scuoox-House, 

; Tuesday, April 14, 1863.—5 p. m. 

GENERAL: Pursuant toinstruections received last night I left Fort 
Anderson with my command at 10.30 a.m. and arrived at this place at 
4p.m. At the forks of the road, about 8 miles from Fort Anderson 
Tsent the whole detachment of cavalry (but 10) and the cavalry howitzer 
on the road leading to the right, which terminates at the road leading 
to Blount’s Creek and about 1 mile from,the school-house. I expected 
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the enemy’s pickets to be posted at this place in strength, and therefore 
_ instructed the commandant of the cavalry to march quickly over the 
road in order, if possible, to cut them off from their main force; in the 
mean time our main column marched on the direct road here. I am 
happy to inform you that Captain Chamberlin, commanding the cav- 
alry, has faithfully performed the duty assigned him by succeeding in 
cutting off and capturing two cavalry pickets stationed here. From our 
prisoners we have received information that the enemy occupied Blount’s 
Creek with 6,000 infantry and one regiment of cavalry, and from that to 
the cross-roads leading to Washington they have 15,000 infantry and 
three regiments of cavalry stationed. They are fortified in every avail- 
able position with about one hundred and fifty pieces of artillery. 

I also learn that the stringers of the bridge across Blount’s Creek are 
cut, which, if so, will prevent our crossing there. 

The prisoners belong to Colonel Claiborne’s regiment, Seventh Con- 
federate Cavalry, newly arrived from the Blackwater. They state that 
there are 50,000 rebel soldiers stationed around Washington. I have 
sent the cavalry in two parts to scour the roads leading to Blount’s 
Creek and Swift Creek. The latter road I have our pioneers employed 
in clearing what we blockaded in our last march here, as I intend leav- 
ing here at daylight in the morning and march toward Swift Creek, 
leaving a portion of my command to occupy our present position until 
we return. 

- Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. B. SPINOLA, 

: Brigadier- General. 
Brigadier-General WESSELLS, 

Commanding Highteenth Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS SPINOLA’S BRIGADE, 
Washington, N. C., May 15, 1863. 


CoLONEL : In obedience to orders received from Headquarters Hight- 
eenth Army Corps, directing that my brigade should be at Foster’s 
Wharf at 2 a.m. on April 8 for the purpose of crossing the Neuse River, 
I have the honor to submit the following report: 

The brigade reached the place designated a quarter of an hour before 
the time specified, and in two hours were all over the river. They 
bivouacked near the old rebel fort on the road leading to the New 

School-House. 

ake cepa 1 and 2 o’clock on the morning of April 8 I called upon 
Brig. Gen. Henry Prince at his headquarters to ascertain if there were 
any specific instructions to be issued in regard to the expedition and to 
learn what time he had fixed on for the column to commence moving. 
I believe that General Prince was to command the expedition, as he 
had been ordered by General Foster to proceed with it to the relief 
of the garrison at Washington, N. C., which was then invested by the 
Oo ergand General Prince in a state of mind denoting that he was very 
much exercised in regard to the propriety of making the contemplated 
march, and he freely expressed his opinion. to me that the expedition 
could not sueceed, that it must bea very great failure, for he did not be- 
lieve that any of those who accompanied it would return, as We would 
all be captured, and that it was like making the rebels a present of all 
the artillery. 
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General Prince at this interview also invited me to volunteer to take 
the command of the expedition, which I declined in the most positive 
and unmistakable language. I was entirely willing to take my chance 
with others of either falling upon the field or being taken prisoner, but 
my own good sense promptly told me that the size of the expedition 
and the importance of its trust forbade one of my limited Inilitary ex- 
perience from assuming its command, except under positive orders 
from my superior officers, and then, in ‘obedience to a willing heart, I 
could only promise to do the best I could to accomplish the object of 
the expedition. 

At about 10 a,m.on April 8 a messenger called at my room and 
told me that General Palmer desired to see meat once. I immediately 
proceeded to his headquarters, when he informed me that the command 
of the expedition would fall upon me. This was the first intimation I 
had received that this important trust would be placed under my 
charge. I expressed my astonishment at it, and told General Palmer 
that I could not assume the command unless I received a written order 
to that effect, which he assured me I should have before starting. 

I have deemed it due totruth and the interest of the service that 
these facts should be stated in this report, as they form a link in the 
history of the efforts made to relieve the invested garrison. 

[ then crossed the river, and shortly after reachin g the other side was 
handed the following order : 

Fort ANDERSON, NEusE RIVER, 
April 8, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. F. B. Sprnota,  * 
U. S. Volunteers, New Berne,-N. C.: 

GENERAL: The forces for the relief of Washington are hereby placed under your 
command, and a list of them is furnished to you. General Foster, commanding this 
department, has given positive instructions that all the available force at New Berne 
shall march to Washington to his relief. You will perceive that this order has been 
implicitly obeyed as far as placing the troops at your disposition is concerned. 

You have informed me that you have read the orders sent to General Prince by 
General Voster. As these are the only instructions I have seen I can only direct you 
to bear in mind the letter of General Foster and exercise your best judgment in carry- 
Ing out his views. The sole object of the expedition is to get the troops into Wash- 


ington, now invested by the enemy, and I feel confident that everything that can be 
done will be effected, 


Please to keep moe informed of the state of affairs as you proceed. Look well to the 
roads leading ito your route from the direction of Kinston. Should you be obliged 
to build a bridge at Swift Creek it should be protected, for the supplies for your com- 
mand may not be able to start until to-morrow, ; 


I will not anticipate a failure to get through, but should you be obliged to return 
(for I shall send for youif this place is attacked by any force that I think will be able 


to Eons the foree left here) let the return movement be conducted with order and 
great care, 


Fam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


on the receipt of which I. directed the column to be ready to move at 3 
clock that afternoon. I organized the several regiments comprising 
the command into three brigades, of five regiments each and assigned 
to each brigade its proper portion of artillery, and also eave the cavalry 
the necessary instructions to govern them on the march. 

The Kirst Brigade was put under the command of Colonel Amory, of 
the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers, and comprised the follow- 
ing infantry and artillery: The Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers 
two 82-pounder howitzers, Forty-third Massachusetts Volunteers, One 
hundred and first Pennsylvania Volunteers, Ninety-sixth New York 
Volunteers, Third Massachusetts Volunteers, and Belger’s battery, 
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The Second Brigade was commanded by Colonel Lee, and consisted 


of the following-named infantry and artillery: The Highty-fifth New 


York Volunteers, One hundred and third Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
Riggs’ battery, Fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, Eighth Massachusetts 
Volunteers, and One hundred and thirty-second New York Volunteers. 

The Third Brigade was under the command of Colonel Bierer, and 


included the following regiments of infantry and pieces of artillery: 


Two pieces of artillery, One hundred and seventy-fifth Pennsylvania 
Militia, One hundred and fifty-eighth New York Volunteers, One hun- 
dred and seventy-first Pennsylvania Militia, One hundred and fifty- 
eighth Pennsylvania Militia, and Fifth Rhode Island Volunteers. 

The following official statement, purporting to show the true strength 
of: the command, was also furnished me by General Palmer on the day 
the expedition was to leave, and it is the one referred to in General 
Palmer’s order: 


Oficial statement of troops that can be furnished Brig. Gen. H. Prince, U. 8. Volunteers, 
commanding Expedition, April 8, 1863. 


Men 

Pee TEb ONG Way Of ical NtaHolys oe pee sers a nace = Son nae wen mcae «1B temalsm ewe ce: 445 
One hundred and third Pennsylvania Infantry ...-...----..--...--..--------- 471 
Pape Vassachusents lnfantryts:s sasuke. cetsccace sot SUS. beecesc be eccu.Su-ce 593 
ie hihi Massachusetts Infantry: Ives - 252 2= spa exes See ot Se esse ob Se dogs eweece 271 
One hundred and fifty-eighth New York Infantry....--.-.....---..----..----- 245 
One hundred and thirty-second New York Infantry.----.-...--.....---.------ 555 
pene ASSACMUACHUS MEA UL toca estate eos aa s Sean Secon et ac abe. aeldan 674 
Pevelteenth:Massachusebts; Infantry. isis. =< ac ida sae viesioe'd oe SeSeuisc ae oseccee 591 
Barhy phir ds Wassachuseuis IMfan tiny. 2.5 o74- get so oa id otras te Sos mas pye= ane lecie 701 
One hundred and first’ Pennsylvania Infantry....-..---.-.--.-----+------,---- 395 
RENCLY-SUbib NO Win ONE REAM GEV connec. <ai> Sejeiat='s iste cons emis mage ne secsoene sees 278 
One hundred and seventy-first Pennsylvania Infantry.--....-.----.---------- 600 
One hundred and fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry...---...---..------------ 600 
One hundred and seventy-fifth Pennsylvania Infantry.-.--...-----.------.-+-- 600 
PeiiunMeuede; Island MmtamGey. foe fee aid oso eo Sele Hie eee e Sapte Soe oes dn cinm ae 388 
BELG UERIUEL ALUN ae Setee ts tsk Sols cin onitae one belsclce amlcech com rinas a sieceeme 7,407 


Artillery, 16 guns. 
Cavalry, two squadrons, 400 men. 


By command of Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer, commanding: 
: J. A. JUDSON, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


It is evident that this statement was prepared with the understand- 
ing that General Prince was to command. It represents the strength 
of the expedition to be 7,807, exclusive of the artillery, which was 316, 
as shown by a field report made at the time of starting, which would 
make the whole force 8,123; while the field report received from each 
brigade, together with the artillery and cavalry, half an hour before 
starting, showed the whole force to be but 6,465, instead of 8,123, a 
difference of 1,658 less than that shown by the official statement. 

The column moved promptly at 3 o’clock, and reached Little Swift 
Creek at 8 o’clock the same evening, having marched between 14 and 
15 miles. The advance guard met the enemy’s picket about 7 miles 
from Fort Anderson. They retreated without returning fire. Half an 
hour later three heavy guns were heard in the direction of Swift Creek 
Village, which I took for alarm guns of the enemy. From information 
of a character that seemed entirely reliable I learned that six regiments 
of infantry (about 6,000) men), under command of General Pettigrew, 
and one regiment of cavalry, under command of Colonel Claiborne, 
numbering about 1,000 men, were encamped at Walter Rufi’s farm, on 
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the road leading to Washington and Hill’s Point, where it crosses 
Blount’s Creek. From various sources I learned that the enemy were 
also in large force at Swift Creek Village and occupied both sides of 
the bridge, as well as the roads leading to Kinston and Greenville ; 
but I could not learn their exact strength, except that they occupied 
five or six different camps. The fact that the enemy were in force at 
the cross-roads in front of Washington was also confirmed by both _ 
contrabands and prisoners in a manner that left no doubt in my mind 
that the strength of the enemy on the south side of Pamlico River and 
vicinity, and all of which were within supporting distance of each other, 
could not have been less than 12,000 or 15,000 men, although it was 
fixed by all the information received at a much greater number. With 
these facts before me, and after a consultation with the brigade com- 
manders together with the chief officer of artillery, who were unanimous 
in their expressions of opinion that the column had better return to New 
Berne, as in their judgment an absolute failure would be the result of 


the expedition if we proceeded by this route, I therefore concluded not 


to go by the way of Swift Creek Village. 

The infantry of the enemy at this place was strongly intrenched and 
had thrown up earthworks for their artillery which commanded all the 
direct approaches to the village, although from the evidence received 
their strength in the village proper was not as great as mine, and if I 
had attacked them there and driven them out of the place they could 
have retreated toward the cross-roads in front of Washington and joined 
the forces located at that point. Still, to have pursued this course and 
pushed on toward Washington by this route would have exposed my left 
flank to the assault of the enemy, who were encamped in considerable 
force on the roads leading toward Kinston and Greenville, while Petti- 
grew would certainly have crossed Blount’s Creek and attacked my rear, 
for I had no way of protecting it except by dividing my force and it 
was not large enough to admit of that being done, particularly so as I 
would have been compelled to have met at the cross-roads and in my 
front a force very much larger than my own and well intrenched. 

Thus hemmed in on three sides by an active foe, with an impenetrable 
Swamp on my right, it would have left me but a small chance of success 
and no opportunity whatever of falling back in the event of a repulse 
at the cross-roads, the consequence of which would have been either the 
annihilation of my command or its capture, to avoid which I decided to 
try and reach Washington by the way of Blount’s Creek road, and if 
possible drive the enemy back, so as to reach Hill’s Point and capture 
that battery and thus raise the blockade. In making this march I could 
completely cover my rear and flanks by removing the bridges across 
Little Swift Creek and blockading the roads over which I was to pass 
before reaching the main road leading to Blount’s Creek, all of which 
I did, although I could not have protected my rear and flanks by the 
same means if I had taken the Swift Creek road, as it would have cut 
off my only means of retreat in the event of a repulse, as well as to have 
completely destroyed all communication with New Berne, which I was 
directed to protect and keep open for the accommodation of the wagon 
and ammunition train, which could not start until one day after the 
main body of the troops. 

I farther deem it of interest that the following communication, re- . 
ceived from General Palmer while on the march, should be introduced 
in this report, as it is confirmatory of my own information in regard to 
the strength and position of the enemy: 
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, New Bernn, N. C., April 9, 1863—8 a. 
Brig. Gen. F. B. Sprnowa,- @ eae tiene abaire 
United States Volunteers : 


GENERAL: Yours, written at 11 p. m. yesterday, I have received. An hour before I 
received your letter I heard from Captain McCann, commanding the gunboats on the 
river near the blockade, the same information concerning the force and position of the 
enemy. Your suggestions as to the mode of relief for Washington, taking all things 
into consideration, appear to be good. I cannot trammel you with orders.. Yourown 
good judgment must dictate your course. Your suggestion concerning the transporta- 
tion and the wagons to be forwarded shall be adopted. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


On the morning of April 9 I moved back from Little Swift Creek to- 
ward the New Hope School-House, which I reached at 9 o’clock, halted 
the column, fed the artillery horses (the forage having just reached me 
at this point), and at 10 o’clock started for Blount’s Creek, a distance of 
11 miles, which place I reached at about 3 o’clock in the afternoon. 
After marching 2 miles we met and exchanged fire with the enemy’s 
pickets, which was continued until we reached the cross-roads 1 mile 
from Ruft’s Mill, which is located near the head of the creek. I here 
halted the column for about fifteen minutes while I made a reconnais- 
sance of the approaches to the bridge which led over the creek. I here 
found the enemy in force and strongly intrenched. I moved forward 
Colonel Amory’s brigade, with two 32-pounder howitzers under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Folk, and the 12-pounder Napoleon battery under 
command of Captain Belger. The approaches to the creek by the main 
road were through a dense wood with marsh on the left, the ground to 
the right being a little higher but heavily timbered, while the edge of 
the stream could not be reached owing to its swampy nature, together 
with the growth of heavy timber and underbrush which rendered it im- 
passable, so that it was impossible to reach the creek below the bridge 
except toward its mouth, a distance of 5 or 6 miles, and there it could 
not be crossed without the aid of pontoon bridges or flats decked over, 
neither of which I had been provided with. 

As we approached, the enemy opened fire on the column from the op- 
posite bank of the creek and the engagement was immediately com- 
menced by Company —, Third New York Cavalry, Captain Pond, which 
was dismounted and deployed as skirmishers, with a mountain howitzer 
under command of Lieutenant Burke, the howitzer and cavalry being 
under the direction of Major Garrard, Third New York Cavalry. The 
advance line of skirmishers was also engaged at the same time with the 
cavalry and howitzer companies. 

The enemy on the opposite bank of the creek, which is not fordable 
and crossed only by a bridge which they had rendered impassable by 
tearing off the planking, were concealed on the higher ground occupied 
by them. I accordingly had the skirmishers, the howitzer, and cavalry 
companies withdrawn, and opened fire with canister from the two 32- 
pounder howitzers, to which I soon added four pieces of Belger’s bat- 
tery, the enemy replying in the same manner with grape, canister, and 
shell. The engagement continued for an hour and three-quarters m 
this way. . 

Having silenced the enemy’s guns and dismounted one of them, and 
finding it utterly impossible under the circumstances to cross the creek, 
I ordered the infantry to fall back and the artillery gradually with- 
drawn, with a squadron of cavalry in their rear. 

No property of any description was left behind. The return march 
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was made without the least confusion or interruption of any kind and 
without any molestation from the enemy. The column proceeded as 
far as the New Hope School-House and bivouacked for the night, and 
returned to New Berne the next day. 

The casualties of officers and men were 11 wounded, none killed, which 
was very slight considering the nature of the engagement. Captain 
Belger was wounded in the leg, the ball passing through his thigh and 
killing his horse under him; in the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volun- 
teers, Lieutenant Roberts and 7 men; in the artillery, 2 men besides 
Captain Belger. 

it is impossible to ascertain the loss of theenemy. Several prisoners 
were taken. As our fire was well sustained, it doubtless did good exe- 
cution. 

The Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers and the Forty-third Mas- 
sachusetts Militia were the only part of my infantry engaged, and the 
conduct of both officers and men was all that could be desired, as was 
also that of the artillery and cavalry engaged. 

| take great pleasure in stating that the conduct of Colonel Amory, 
commanding brigade; Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, of the cavalry; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fellows, commanding Seventeenth Massachusetts, to- 
gether with Captain Belger, of the artillery, during the march and en- 
gagement, was not only cool and brave but of the most creditable 
character, particularly while under fire; as was also that of Major Gar- 
rard, of the Third New York Cavalry; Major Frankle, of the Seven- 
teenth Massachusetts Volunteers, and Major Stone, of the Third New 
York Artillery, the last-named officers having been temporarily detailed 
on iny staff. 

I am, colonel, with respect, your obedient servant, 
F. B. SPINOLA, 
: Brigadier-General. 

Lieut. Col. SouUTHARD HOFFMAN, 

Assistant Adjutant General, Lighteenth Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS SPINOLA’S BRIGADE, 
Washington, N. C., May 18, 1863. 


COLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report: 
At 5 p.m. on April 13 I received the following order : 


Lae New Berne, N. C., April 13, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Sprnowa, ; PRE BEN Tiliee 


Commanding Brigade : 


GENERAL: You will cross the Neuse with your brigade with as much expedition as 
practicable, and make from Fort Anderson a, careful reconnaissance in the direction 
of Washington, for the purpose of ascertaining the condition of the country and to 
divert the attention of the enemy from their attempt on our position at Washington 
A squadron of cavalry and a section each from Beleer’s, Riees’. and Ransom’s batteries 
are ordered to accompany you, Ushi Os 2 

Major Garrard, an officer of intelligence and familiar with the country, will report 
to you in person for such duty as you may require. a 

The road to the New Hope School-House and that toward Swift Creek Village 
should be carefully examined, and in all movements care should be taken to secure 
your flanks and rear by occupying strong and unassailable positions. Much is left to 
your discretion, it being understood that General Foster’s desire is for us to occupy or 
divert the attention of the enemy from his front. am 

The quartermaster’s department is ordered to furnish the necessary transportation. 


Three days’ rations will be taken in the haversacks, and additional supplies sent to 
you at Fort Anderson on your requisition, 
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It is desirable that you move with all your effective force and issue strict orders 


de against straggling, marauding, destruction of property, and the wanton practice of 


firing the woods along the line of march. 
Communicate frequently with these headquarters. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


I immediately ordered the necessary rations prepared for the march, 
and at 8 o’clock on the evening of April 13 reached Foster’s Wharf, and 
the brigade crossed over the Neuse River. At 11 o’clock we reached 
pees rebel fort 1 mile beyond Fort Anderson and bivouacked for the 
night. 

At daybreak on the morning of April 14 the brigade took up its line 
of marca toward the New Hope School-House, which place we reached 
early in the forenoon. Having marched 10 miles I halted the column 
to allow the men to rest and prepare their dinner, after which I care- 
fully examined by strong detachments all the roads leading to this place 
for a distance of 7 or 8 miles, except the one leading to Swift Creek. 

After the return of the various detachments, it being late in the day 
and the men considerably fatigued, I ordered the brigade to bivouac for 
the night. 

There was no enemy in any force on any of the roads examined ex- 
cept pickets, 5 of whom I captured, 3 of them belonging to Claiborne’s 
cavalry and 2 of them to Whitford’s battalion. It was my intention to 
have moved on toward Swift Creek Village and attack the enemy at 
that place, but before reaching Little Swift Creek I received the follow- 
ing explanatory instructions from the general commanding: 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. C., April 14, 1863. 
Brigadier-General SPINOLA: 

Sir: I am directed by the general commanding to inform you that it will be im- 
possible to send you more cavalry. The general is afraid that you may have misun- 
derstood his orders. His desire is that you should simply make a thorough recon- 
naissance, not an attack, and that you should be particular to keep your rear strongly 
protected so in case you want additional supplies it will not be necessary to send a 
guard with the train. Each road in yourrear should be left strongly guarded. The 
general desires you to communicate with him in writing as often as possible. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN F. ANDERSON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


At daylight on the morning of April 15 the brigade moved toward 
Swift Creek by the old road across Little Swift Creek. I found the 
road blockaded and the bridge over the creek destroyed. I commenced 
a reconstruction of the bridge, but before I had completed it I received 
an order from General Wessells to return to New Berne, which I did that 
night. - e ; 

I gained on this reconnaissance no additional information in regard 
to the position and force of the enemy, all the proofs establishing their 
strength, as heretofore reported, from 13,000 to 25,000, and chieily en- 
camped at and near Swift Creek Village, the cross-roads in front of 
Washington, at Blount’s Creek, and on the north side of Washington. 
The brigade on reaching Fort Anderson bivouacked for the night and 
remained there until April 18. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
F.,. Be SPINODA, 
Brigadier-General. 


Col. SourHARD HoFrrMan, A. A. G., Eighteenth Army Corps. 


a 
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_ Itinerary of the First Brigade, Fifth Division, Highteenth Army Corps, 
. March 31-April 21, 1863.* 


March 31.—The One hundred and seventy-first, One hundred and fifty- 
eighth, and One hundred and seventy-fifth Regiments Pennsylvania 
Militia, of this brigade, left New Berne on steamboats and transports, to 
re-enforce General Foster at Washington, N.C. Found the river block- 
aded by rebel batteries on both sides, which were attacked by our gun- 
boats, but failed to raise the blockade, and we had to return to New 
Berne, where we arrived April 6. 

April 8.—The same three regiments left New Berne on another expe- 
dition by land to Washington, and went as far as Blount’s Creek, where 
we had an artillery engagement. The bridge over the creek being torn 
up and the creek not fordable, we returned to New Berne, where we 
arrived on the night of the 10th instant. 

April 13.—The whole brigade crossed the Neuse River and went on a 
reconnaissance. } ' 

April 14.—Marched toward Swift Creek and Washington, N.C. At 
New Hope School-House we captured 2 rebel cavalry pickets. Wethen 
marched toward Little Swift Creek, but by orders of General Wessells 
we returned to Fort Anderson on the night of the 15th and bivouacked 
there until the 18th, when the brigade again left for Swift Creek Village, 
clearing the blockade on the roads and buildin g three bridges on our 
march. 

April 19.—In the afternoon we met the enemy’s pickets and drove 
them across Big Swift Creek that night. 

April 20.—We crossed into the village. Finding no rebels there we 
returned to New Berne, where we arrived on the night of April 21. 


No. 13. 


Itinerary of the Second Brigade, Fifth Division, Col. James Jourdan, One 
hundred and fiftieth New York Infantry, commanding, April 7-22.* 


The principal incidents of the history of this brigade during the month 
ending April 30 are as follows: 

April 7.—The regiments of this brigade, under the immediate com- 
mand of Col. I. J. Coffin, of the Eighth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia 
(I being absent from the department by authority of the major-general 
commanding), formed a part of the force which marched under command 
ot Brig. Gen. I’. B. Spinola for the purpose of relieving the garrison at 
Washington, N. ©.; said force failing to accomplish the object for which 
it marched, returned to New Berne April10. Nothing worthy of Special 
mention occurred on the occasion referred to. 

, _ April 17.—This brigade again moved in the direction of Kinston, un- 
der my immediate command, together with other forces under the ‘gen- 

eral direction of Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, commanding Fifth Division 
Kighteenth Army Corps, and after passing Core Creek scoured the 
country to within about 10 miles of Kinston, skirmishing continually 
and, by proper co-operation with other forces, succeeded in compelling 
the enemy to retire precipitately from an intrenched camp on a place 
known as Sandy Ridge, leaving in our hands between 30 and 40 pris- 


oners, and after accomplishing the object for which it marched returned 
to New Berne on April 22, ‘ 


_ * From Brigade Return for April, 1863. 
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No. 14. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Robert. Ransom, jr., O. S. Army, of skirmish at 
Sandy Ridge, April 20. 


- HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, N. 0., April 21, 1863. 


GENERAL: Your noté of to-day is received. I ae started Bee differ- 
ent parties to vicinity of Morehead City and New Berne. Whitford 
reports the Yankees retiring from Swift Creek; says Foster declares he 
will give you a hard fight, “which will do to write in the history of the 
war. In an hour after. your telegram came I started a regiment and 
four pieces of artillery to Coward’s Bridge. I have now here sixteen 
field pieces. I kept [A. D.] Moore, [Company E, Tenth North Carolina 
Volunteers, or First Artillery], as I deemed his battery of importance. 
Yesterday there was another skirmish on Sandy Ridge; three compa- 
nies of the Forty-ninth and about 70 of [Maj. J. H.] Nethereutt’s men, 
[Eighth North Carolina Battalion]. The enemy was first driven back, 
but got a strong re-enforcement and in turn we had to retire. We had 
1 killed, 6 wounded, and 12 or 14 missing. Three horses were killed by 
our men belonging to the field officers. We went forward to in sight of 
Core Creek after the fight. To hold Core Creek would require at least 
two regiments. I cannot afford to fritter away strength. We shall 
soon know if the enemy is going to come this way. I should have to 
fight him on Southwest [Creek] or not at all until he gets to the river. | 
- We are working on Southwest. If I have time will destroy the works 
over the bridge. For three days I have been getting sick, and am now 
hardly able to write this. If morning finds me no better this place will 
need your presence or some one else. I have no horses. Where are the 
Wheeler horses? I heard that the men were permitted to sell them or 
send them home. If an attack be made here we cannot well have too 
many guns. Jam almost ill. 
Yours, respectfully and truly, 
R. RANSOM, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 
General D. H. HILu. 


P. S.—I have just heard (9 p mn. ) that the enemy is rebuilding the 
railroad; finished to Core Oreak? and were working this side with \ very 
large force. 
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APRIL 1, 1863.—Expedition from Yorktown to Smith’s and Byrd’s Planta- 
tions, Ware River, Va. 


‘ REPORTS. 


No, 1.—Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, U. 8. Army. 


No, 2.—Second Lieut. William S. Andrews, Ninth New York Infantry, Acting Signal — 


Officer. 
No. 1. 


eeport of Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, U. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS FourTH ARMY CorRPs, 
Fort Yorktown, Va., April 7, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to forward the following extract from the 
report of Lieut. Com. J. H. Gillis, commanding United States steamer 
Commedore Morris, to Admiral Lee, of an expedition into Gloucester 
County by the Jand and naval forces on this station. Commander 
Gillis kad on the 31st ultimo made an examination of the country bor- 
dering on Ware River and found stored there large quantities of grain 
for the Southern Army. I extract from his report as follows: 


I therefore embarked my men, and with Mr. Smith as prisoner returned to York- 
town; immediately communicated with General Keyes, informed him of the circum- 
stances, and, his views coinciding with mine as to the necessity of either bringing off 
or destroying the grain, I determined to return to Ware River on the following morn- 
ing, the ist instant, and on informing General Keyes that a rebel cavalry force was 
stationed at Gloucester Court-House, and that our operations, if we went without a 
considerable force, would not be likely to remain undisturbed, he immediately placed 
at my disposal as many men, cavalry or infantry, whichever Ithought would be best, 
as I thought would be necessary. I took 100 infantry, and with these and the Delaware, 
which I fortunately met on my way down York River and directed to accompany me, 
I yesterday morning returned to the plantation of Mr. Smith and commenced remoy- 
ing a quantity of wheat, of which there was about 1,000 bushels, but had not gotten 
off more than 250 bushels before the alarm was given that the cavalry were approach- 
ing. The men were immediately formed and we prepared to give them a warm recep- 
tion as they charged down upon us, and a few well-directed shots caused a wavering 


in their ranks, and a cheer and a charge on the part of both sailors and soldiers turned ° 


an attack into a retreat, and they fled until out of range of our muskets, when they 
halted and appeared to be holding a consultation, but just at this time a shot was 
fired from the 100-pounder rifle on board this ship, which struck right in their midst, 
and they again took to flight and disappeared around a bend of the road, On going 
down the road some distance I discovered indications of the effect of our firing, there 
being quite a quantity of blood in the road, showing that some of the party had paid 
pretty dearly for their temerity. 

I would state that when we were seen approaching, the overseer’s son was sent off, 
and I had not the least doubt, when I learned that such was the case, that he had been 
sent to bring a force sufficient to cut us off, not expecting to meet any more than had 
landed the day before, and they were doubtless very much surprised on Seeing so large 
aforece. They succeeded in capturing 2 of our pickets: in their charge, but had not 
time to take them off, when they in their turn were charged upon, and the consequence 
was that we did not lose a man. Knowing that it wouid take me a long time to re- 
move the grain, and that the enemy would have ample time to bring down a strong 
force upon us, I determined to destroy it, and therefore set fire to all but one of the 
buildings, in which there were at least 1,500 bushels of corn; that I left for the use of 
the family and the hands on the plantation. 

After seeing the fires well under way I embarked my force without further molesta- 
tion and started to return, Arriving opposite to the house of a man by the name of 
Byrd, who is an officer in the rebel army, and who had left his property in charee of 
an old negro servant, I landed a party, who found that there was large quantity of 
corn stored in his barns, and these were also set fire to; and, although the party were 
on shore but a few moments, they came very near being captured, the cavalry making 
a dash down upon them under cover of the smoke of the burning buildings; but I diac 
covered them jn time t» throw a shell from one of the howitzers, which exploded in 
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| their midst and they fled without accomplishing their object. I destroyed at this 


latter place, as near as could be estimated, 1,000 bushels of wheat and 3,000 bushels 
of corn, making altogether some 22,000 to 23,000 bushels of grain that the rebels have 
_ thus been deprived of. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding Fourth Army Corps. 


Brig. Gen. LORENZO THomas, 
Adjutant-General, U. 8. Army. 


No. 2. 


Report of Second Lieut. William 8. Andrews, Ninth New York Infantry, 
: Acting Signal Officer. 


On BoarpD U. S. STEAMER COMMODORE MorRIS, 
Off Yorktown, Va., April 3, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report to the Signal Officer of the 
Army, having directed the fire of this vessel (from the shore) by sig- 
nals on a small body of the enemy at head of Ware River, near Glou- 
cester Court-House, Va., on the 1st instant. 

On the 31st of March, Captain Gillis, of the Commodore Morris, dis- 
covered a large quantity of grain stored in barns at the head of Ware 
River. It was determined either to remove it or destroy it, and on the 
next day, the 1st, we returned to Ware River with two companies of 
infantry on board the Morris, and the gunboat Delaware in company. 

Gaptain Gillis expected interruption from the rebel cavalry that infests 
Gloucester and Matthews Counties to the number of about 200. ° I 
accompanied him ashore for the purpose of communicating with the 
Morris in case of necessity, relying on one of my flagmen, Private George 
H. Walker, whom I left on board, to read the signals. 

The party landed; soldiers and sailors numbered about 200. The 
men all landed between 11 and 12 a. m. and set to work carrying the 
grain to the boats and loaded a schooner brought for that purpose. ‘The 

- infantry posted pickets and made the usual preparations for defense in 
case of attack. A number of messages were sent to gunboat between 
that time and1 p.m. At about that time a cavalry force of the enemy 
were seen approaching our pickets. I immediately signaled the Mor- 
ris that the enemy approached, and by Captain Gillis’ order directed 
them how to fire. The first shot fired from the boat fell in the midst of 
the rebels, emptying one saddle. They retired precipitately several 
hundred yards, leaving two of our pickets, whom they had already cap- 
tured, and whom in their flight they attempted to kill. The gunboats 
continued to fire; constantly directed by signals as the enemy changed 
positions, the Delaware firing in the same direction as the Morris. Our 
men now advanced up the road at a double-quick, firing one or two 
volleys. The enemy retired into the edge of a piece of woods, about 
1,000 yards distant from our position, which the gunboats continued to 
shell, still directed by signals. In consequence of the interruption by 
the enemy the plan of removing the grain was abandoned and the barns 
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were fired. When they were burned we returned to the vessels, all the 
force being embarked by 3.30 p. m. 

The following is an extract from the report of Lieutenant-Commander 
Gillis, commanding United States steamer Morris, to Acting Rear-Ad- 
miral Lee, commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, which I 
am permitted to make: 


I would state that I received most important aid from Lieutenant Andrews, of the 
Signal Corps, as by his assistance I was enabled to direct the aiming of the guns on 
board this vessel. All my messages were transmitted with the greatest celerity, al- 
most as rapidly as they could have been given had they been delivered orally, and 
with entire accuracy, and this, too, during the excitement of a sudden attack. 


I desire to call especial attention to the coolness and efficiency of 
Private George H. Walker, signal flagman. For some months I have 
known of Walker’s capacity to read. He obtained the code over a year 
ago through the negligence and carelessness of an officer instructed at 
Annapolis. For a long time I promised the severest punishment to my 
men if caught attempting to read or to obtain any portion of the code, 
but finding that officers senior to myself not only tolerated but encour- 
aged their men to do so, I spoke to them of it, and was informed that 
the matter was well known to Major Myer. Since being at Yorktown, 
therefore, I have allowed Walker to read, and have been astonished at 
his intelligence, superior to that of some officers I have worked with. 
Lieutenant Benson and myself abbreviated all ordinary messages to at 
least one-fourth their length if sent in full; but Walker seldom has 
trouble to read them. In directing the fire of the Morris on the 1st in- 
stant I at first partially spelled out the messages, using only the more 
suggestive abbreviations, such as eny, enemy; apch, approach, &e. 
But desiring to work more quickly I used the abbreviations fil, ef, of, 
fo, ect, and was somewhat astonished at Walker’s receiving them all 
instantly and correctly without once calling for a “repeat.” He has 
never heretofore received the official abbreviations from me, but I have 
now given them to him, as I deem myself justified in doing, as I am 
liable at any time to have occasion to use them with him. 

I desire to recommend Private Walker for promotion. I intended to 
have recommended bim for appointment as sergeant under the new 
organization of the Signal Corps, and now I consider that he has doubly 
earned his chevrons. Walker has been with me since June 25, 1862, 
and I have had ample opportunity of knowing his capacity. 

The accompanying plan* will explain the relative positions of the 
forces engaged in the affair of the 1st instant. The outline of the sketch 
was enlarged from a chart. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. ANDREWS, 
Second Lieut. Ninth N. Y. Vols. and Acting Signal Officer. 


Capt. LnonaRD F, Hmppurn, 
Acting Signal Officer, Washington, D. C. 


P. S.—Since this report was written information has been received 
at Major-General Keyes’ headquarters that during the firing from the 
gunboats, directed by signals, on the 1st, the enemy lost 4 killed and 3 
wounded. 

Our forces sustained no loss whatever. 


* Not found. 
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_ APRIL 6, 1863.—Skirmish at Nixonton, N. C. 
Report of Capt. Enos C. Sanders, First North Carolina (Union) Infantry. 


WASHINGTON, N. C., May 1, 1863. 

I started on the steamer Massasoit for New Berne and arrived at 
midnight. Took the same boat on the 2d instant for Plymouth. I 
made application for transportation at New Berne, and the quartermas- 
ter, Lieutenant-Colonel Biggs, ordered the Massasoit to go the whole 
trip with me; but as his orders did not reach the captain of the steamer 
I went to Plymouth, where I arrived on Sunday, the 3d instant. Saw 
Commander Charles Flusser that evening; he was to send a gunboat 
as convoy to the steamer Massasoit, which I had already procured the 
use of, to go as far as Roanoke with me. 

After getting the men that I was after (but afterwards the general 
decided to send a gunboat and a company of infantry), on the morning 
of the 4th I started at 5 a. m. on the United States gunboat Southfield, 
Captain Behm commanding, with a company of the Eighty-fifth New 
York Infantry, Lieutenant Whitney commanding. Arrived at Halley’s 
Landing at 9 a. m.; the wharf had been burned by the Confederates. 
I landed with the company, and, on making inquiries, found that the 
men of Company E were encamped in the woods 10 miles from that 
place, and as it was uncertain about the force of the enemy in that 
vicinity I did not think it prudent to go into the country. We then 
started for the Pasquotank River, where we arrived at 5 p.m. We 
landed at the mouth of the river and marched to Shiloh, a distance of 
10 miles, where we went aboard of the gunboat at 10 p.m. I sent word 
to the men to be ready the next day to go with me. 

On the morning of the 5th we went to Elizabeth City; landed and got 
the family of William Wright; went to Shiloh; the schooner Patty 
Martin had arrived; went to Jones’ Mill; landed; marched to Old 
Trap; found some of the men collected there, but the others, not know- 
ing of our presence, could not be found. We stayed till morning, and 
then went on board with 7 of my men, as follows: Peter, Stephen, Cor- 
nelius, and Nicholas Burgess, Ithean and Wilson Duncan, and Demp- 
sey Wright. We crossed over to the Pasquotank side; landed and got 
the family of Joseph Morgan. There were four men in that county be- 
longing tomy company; one, John Cartwright, came with us; one could 
not be found, and the other two were, one sick and one wounded. We 
went aboard at dark. 

On the morning of the 6th the Southfield started for Roanoke at 2 
a.m. I started for Nixonton, on Little River, at daylight with the 
schooner Patty Martin and my men, numbering 17. We arrived at the 
landing of Thomas Moss’ place at 5 p. ma.; came to anchor; sent a boat 
ashore with 6 men, with orders not to land till they found all right; a 
large flat at the landing looked suspicious. As the boat approached 
the land they saw a handkerchief waived in the window of Mrs. Moss’ 
house. They put about and pulled for the schooner, when they were 
fired upon by the guerrillas. They returned the fire from the boat, and 
we commenced a brisk fire from the schooner, which was kept up till 
the boat came alongside, when we got under way and headed down the 
river. 

We had used nearly all the ammunition we had. There was no one 
hurt on our side, although the boat was within 40 yards of the shore 
when fired upon. The vessel was struck several times. We got to the 
mouth of the river at sunset, where we found the United States steamer 
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Whitehead, Captain French commanding. We went back to Nixonton 
in the morning; got the family of Mr. Moss, and started for Roanoke 
Island. I landed at Croatan for the family of J. W. Harrison, but the 
weather was so heavy he could not get on board. Stopped at Roanoke 
til 10 p. m.; got under way and sailed for Washington, where we 
arrived at 6.30 a. m., on Sunday, May 10. 

I labored under the difficulties of having a gunboat of too much 
draught of water, whose commander was very anxious to get to Roa- 
noke, and therefore would not give me time to do my business as I could 
if I had had the command of the expedition myself. 

I left 11 men in Camden, 3 in Pasquotank, and 2 in Elizabeth City. 
It was impossible to get word to them in so short a time, as they have 
to keep hid in the woods most of the time. 

Yours, respectfully, 
E. C. SANDERS, 
Captain, Company D, First North Carolina (Union) Vols. 


APRIL 7, 1863.—Expedition from Gloucester Point to Gloucester Court- 
House, Va. 


Report of Col. A. H. Grimshaw, Fourth Delaware Infantry. 


CAMP GILPIN, 
Gloucester Point, April 9, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your 
order of — instant I left this post at 7 a.m. on Tuesday, the 7th in- 
stant, with a detail from the Fourth Delaware Volunteers and three 
companies of the One hundred and sixty-ninth Pennsylvania Drafted 
Militia, the squadron of the Second Massachusetts Cavalry attached to 
this command, and a detachment of cavalry under Major Hall, of the 
Sixth New York. The party proceeded up the main.road to Gloucester 
Court-House. At Abingdon Meeting-House I left one company of One 
hundred and sixty-ninth Pennsylvania Drafted Militia to prevent any 
communication with the enemy’s pickets. 

Beyond Hickory Fork Major Hall was ordered to proceed to the 
right, and after destroying any grain he might find, to join the column 
at or near Gloucester Court-House. With regard to the particulars of 
the destruction of grain I refer to Major Hall’s report, which I have 
directed him to send directly to your headquarters. 

No mai! was found at Gloucester Court-House ready to be sent south. 
A tew letters, which I have handed to General Keyes, were found. 
eee confirm the account of the late fight with and defeat of Lee’s 
cavalry. 

In accordance with the instructions of the general commanding the 
Fourth Army Corps I made preparations to return to Gloucester Point 
on the 7th, since the re-enforcements from the gunboat had not landed, 
and the signal—one rocket—was not received by the boat. The dis. 
tance to the station of the boat being evidently greater than we had 
supposed, Major Hall proceeded by the Bell Roy road, making a detour 
toward the York River, so as to destroy a quantity of grain in a barn 
beyond Gloucester Court-House, of which we obtained information at 
Gloucester Court-House. The major rejoined the column at Hickory 
Fork. The force marched during thirteen hours 32 miles. The men 
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and horses returned in good spirit-and condition. The roads were 
muddy and obstructed by numerous collections of water. 

I inclose a report of Lieutenant Toner, quartermaster of Fourth Del- 
aware Volunteers, of the amount of material seized and placed in his 
charge; also a note from Major Crowninshield.* 

Allow me to speak of the good conduct of the men and the prompt-: 
ness of the officers accompanying the expedition. Major Hall was act- 
ive and efficient and rendered me especial service by his advice and 
experience. Lieutenant-Colonel Tevis, Fourth Delaware, and Major 
Crowninshield, with Captain Paul, all contributed, each in his position, 
to the success of the movements. 

I did not destroy the grain at Tabb’s farm, because it is within such 
a short distance that a very small force can transport it to this post. 

_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. H. GRIMSHAW, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 
Major-General KEYES, Yorktown, Va. 


APRIL 9-14, 1863.—Operations against Gloucester Point, Va. 
Report of Col. D. J. Godwin, C. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
King and Queen Court-House, Va., April 15, 1863. 


GENERAL: In obedience to your order of the 7th instant I proceeded 
on Thursday, the 9th, with all the force undermy command then armed 
and equipped, to the enemy’s fortifications at Gloucester Point. I ar- 
rived in the neighborhood of the Point Thursday evening. By daybreak 
on Friday morning [ appeared in front of his works and remained there 
during the day, making demonstrations at several different points. I 
appeared .alternately as infantry and cavalry, and so maneuvered my 
troops as to represent a heavy force. I drove in his pickets early on 
Friday morning, killing 1, wounding another, and captured 2 unhurt. 
I had 2 men wounded, 1*badly, the other only slightly. I kept up 
these demonstrations Saturday, Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday until 
12 m., at which time I returned to my camp, leaving behind, however, 
two full companies to watch the enemy’s movements. The enemy’s 
force at the Point consisted of two infantry regiments, one battalion of 
cavalry, and two field batteries. I am satisfied that my demonstrations 
had the effect of diverting his force from the Peninsula. I found it ut- 
terly impossible to attack him behind his works with success, and there- 
fore decided not todoso. His fortifications at the Point are strong and 
thorough. 

My officers behaved with great gallantry and my men with marked 
firmness. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant 
: D. J. GODWIN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Maj. Gen. ARNOLD ELZEY, 
Commanding Department of Richmond, Va. 


P. S.—Capt. Robert Tomlin, a volunteer aide, who behaved with dis- 
tinguished gallantry, I regret to say, was severely wounded in the leg. 


*Not found. 


= 
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APRIL 11, 1863.—Skirmish at Williamsburg, Va. 


REPORTS, HTC. 


4 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, U. 8. Army. ' 
‘No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Rufus King, U. 8. Army, commanding at Yorktown, with result- 
ing correspondence. 


No. 1. 
Reports of Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, U. S. Army. 


Fort MONROE, VA., April 11, 1863. 


Our communication with Fort Magruder is re-established. The en- 
emy have retired beyond. They destroyed some camp and garrison. 
equipage of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry and a small amount of 
hospital stores. No other loss reported. Wise and his whole force are 
near Williamsburg. I have ordered Colonel West to hold the strong 
line of defense below the city atallhazards. It would be very injurious 


' to give’it up. 
K. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 
General-in- Chief. 


~ 


NorFouk, VA., April 11, 1863—8 p. m 
The enemy was fairly repulsed at Williamsburg to-day. Our pickets 
are in the edge of the city, and the line of Fort Magruder, strengthened 
by another regiment, is now guarded from York River to James River. 
We lost no men. Found two dead rebels, but they had time, when our 
shots fell, to carry off dead and wounded. While the affair at Williams- 
burg was closing the rebels attacked Peck’s'pickets at Suffolk, and a 
deserter just in from there reports that 50,000 men are close upon our 
lines. I have ordered all our troops to hold their ground without re- 
gard to the number of the enemy. 
. BK. D. KEYES, 

Major-General. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALuxoK, 

General-in- Chief. 


3 No. 2. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Rufus King, U. 8. Army, commanding at Yorktown, 
with resulting correspondence. 


YORKTOWN, April 11, 1863—7.45 a. m. 
The enemy appeared in front of Williamsburg this morning about 6 
oelock. Our pickets fell back in good order to Fort Magruder. Colonel 
West has opened fire on the town and is now firing. Force of the enemy 
not yet known. 
RUFUS KING, 


Brigadier-General. 
Major-General Krys, Fort Monroe. 
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YORKTOWN, April 11, 1863—8.20 a. m. 
The enemy in large force, cavalry, artillery, and infantry, have passed 
through Williamsburg and are moving on Fort Magruder. Another 
force of infantry, reported 500 strong, have got on this side of the fort.. 
They have captured and destroyed the camp of the Fifth Pennsylvania, 
burned the hospital, and paroled the patients. I have ordered the Sixth 
New York to fall back toward Yorktown. All communication with 
Colonel West is cyt off. The troops here are underarms. If it be pos- 
sible I shall send re-enforcements to Colonel West; not, however, so as 
to endanger this post. Can a ‘boat be sent up at once? 
RUFUS KING, 
: Brigadier- General. 
Major-General Kryus, Suffolk. 


; YORKTOWN, April 11, 1863—12.30 p. m. 

I have just received a letter from Colonel West. He is all right and 
safe in Fort Magruder. He reports Wise in front with his entire com- 
mand. ~The road is open between this point and Fort Magruder. Ihave 
sent cavalry up to patrol the road and keep me advised of all move- 
ments. Except the camp and property of the Fifth Pennsylvania and 
some hospital stores we have lost nothing. 

RUFUS KING, 


Brigadier- General. 


Major-General KEYES, Fort Monroe. 


YORKTOWN, April 11, 1863—2.30 p. m. 
We have reopened communications with Fort Magruder. Colonel . 

West has just telegraphed that everything is safe there; that the enemy 
are retreating; but still occupy Williamsburg, and that we have lost noth- 
ing but what was captured in the cavalry camp. He asks for a fresh 
regiment of infantry. ,I shall send him Colonel Johnson’s regiment, 
and will bring over'the Fourth Delaware to replace them, if need be. 

RUFUS KING, 
Brigadier-General. 
Major-General KEYES, Fort Monroe. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Fort Monroe, April 11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General KING, 
Commanding, Yorktown : 

If the enemy are in rear of Williamsburg he can only be there in 
very small force, so I wish you to send up Colonel Johnson’s regiment 
to clear them out and communicate with West. If there be two gun- 
boats on the station you can bring over the Fourth Delaware, who 
are plucky. If West has provisions and ammunition he can hold 
against 10,000 men, and the enemy can’t spare that number; so he must 
hold on. I have asked Admiral Lee to send a gunboat up James River. 
During the day the gunboat should move up and down between York- 
town and West’s Landing. 

E. D. KEYES, 


Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Fort Monroe, April 11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Kina, Yorktown : 
I have directed a stern-wheel steamer for West to be sent up if one 
can be had. 


If West does not waste his ammunition he ought to do five times as - 


much damage to the enemy as he receives. I cannot understand how 
the 500 got below Fort Magruder. Did they cross the James River? 
Do all you can to supply West and to encourage him and his men to 


fight. 
iE. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Fort Monroe, April 11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General Kine, Yorktown : 

Order Colonel West to cease firing on Williamsburg unléss he knows 
the enemy are present there in arms. He will waste his ammunition. 
That town must be held as a Shield, and it must not be destroyed ex- 
cept in accordance with my orders. 

E. D. KEYES, 


Major-General. 


[APRIL 12, 1863.] 
Brigadier-General Kine: 

The line of defense at Fort Magruder ought not to be given up lightly. 
You ought not bring away anything from Gloucester Point. You may, 
however, use your discretion about sendin g another regiment of infantry 
toward Williamsburg. 

* KE. D. KEYES, 

Major-General. 


— 


YORKTowN, April 12, 1863—9 a. m. 

Colonel West telegraphs that all is quiet as yet at the front ; that the 
enemy are in large force on the other side of the town. He recommends 
abandoning the town and establishing his pickets on this side, as his 
force is not strong enough to guard the Peninsula. We have taken 10 
prisoners, one of them an officer, who corroborates the rumor of yester- 
terday that Wise has issued orders to take the forts at all hazards. 

RUFUS KING, 


Brigadier-General. 
Major-General Knyus, Fort Monroe. 


— 


command of the enemy’s force, has 4,000 infantry, 500 or 600 cavalry, 
and 6 or 8 pieces of artillery ; that his orders from Richmond are to 
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take and hold Williamsburg and Fort Magruder, and that he expresses 
~ his determination to do so. The prisoners say that their attack yester- 
day would have succeeded if the infantry that came around in rear of our 
_ cavalry camp had not been too late. They also report that Longstreet 
was to have attacked Suffolk and Fitzhugh Lee Gloucester at the same 
time that Wise assailed our front. Colonel West thinks that it will be 
difficult to hold his position without more infantry. He would also like 
_ two more 12-pounders. Unless he can be thus re-enforced he advises 
an abandonment of the present line and the establishment of a new and 
shorter one, say in the neighborhood of the brick hospital. A tug-boat 
came down James River as far as King’s Mill Landing yesterday and 
went up again. Wise, with his troops, is still at Williamsburg await- 
ing re-enforcements, as is said, though the attack may be renewed at 
any moment. All quiet thus far to-day. 
RUFUS KING, 


; Brigadier- General. 
Major-General Kryz&s. 


YORKTOWN, April 12, 1863—4 p. m. 
Colonel West telegraphed an hour ago that the enemy were reported 
_ to be advancing, and that his troops were under arms; but as we have 
heard no firing, the report was probably unfounded. 
Fourteen rebel prisoners, two of them lieutenants, have arrived here 
- from Fort Magruder. They will be sent to Fort Monroe in the morning. 
Are we to continue to supply the patients in the insane asylum at 


Williamsburg? 
RUFUS KING, 
Brigadier- General. 


i a 


Major-General KryEs, Norfolk. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
April 12, 1863—4 p. m. 
Brigadier-General Kine, Yorktown, Va.: 
Until you receive further dispatches from me, do as circumstances re- 
quire; but I do not advise sending up any artillery to Williamsburg. I 
think it will be far more dangerous to withdraw from that line than to 


hold it. 
EK. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


P. S.—Keep me advised by telegraph. 


YORKTOWN, VA., April 12, 1863. 

I do not think the line of defense now established will be given up. 
Colonel West is confident that he can hold his ground. No change will 
be made at Gloucester Point unless unforeseen circumstances require 
it. I shall keep a gunboat lying off Queen’s Creek, which will communi- 
cate with Colonel West. ° . 

Three more prisoners were brought in to-night and others on the way. 

Everything quiet. , 

RUFUS KING, 
Brigadier- General. 


Major-General KEYES. 


it Fags YORKTOW 
just received a dispatch from Fort Magruder. Al qui 

t an attack on the redoubts is expected in the morning. 0! 
Vest suggests that a gunboat stationed off College Creek, in Ja 
ver, would prevent the enemy from turning his left and thus proba- 

enable him to keep his line unbroken. 

: RUFUS KING, = 
_ Brigadier-General. 


Major-General KeyeEs, Norfolk. 


oval YorxkKTOWN, April 12, 1863—9 a.m. 
olonel WEsT, Fort Magruder: Bs 
-_-Do as you think best about drawing your pickets in closer to the forts. 
Keep me advised of any change in the situation of affairs and of your 
wants. General Keyes telegraphs from Norfolk that the line between 
‘Williamsburg and Yorktown must be held at all hazards. 
Spx ae RUFUS KING, 

Brigadier-General. 


. Fort MAGRUDER, April 12, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. C. C. SuypAm: 
' [did not understand by your last dispatch whether Colonel John- 
son’s regiment is to remain here or return. He wants to know so as 
to provide himself and fix camp where they are. There are no bridges 
‘on King’s and College Creeks. The enemy did not cross the creek; 
they stole down along College Creek and so around by the Brick 
Church road. -They cannot doit again without my knowledge. 
ROB’T M. WEST, 
Commanding Advance Brigade. 


5 


| APRIL 1 
‘Colonel WEST: IL 12, 1863. 


Colonel Johnson’s regiment will remain with you for th 
He had better get five days’ supplies. y r the present. 


_. ©. 0. SUYDAM, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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APRIL 11-MAY 4, 1863.—Siege of Suffolk, Va. 


SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EHVENTS. 


April 11, 1863.—Confederate forces, under command of Lieut. Gen. James Long- 
street, advance upon Suffolk. 
Skirmish on the South Quay Road, near the Blackwater. 
12-13, 1863.—Skirmishes on the Edenton, Providence Church, and Somerton 
Roads. 
14, 1863.—Engagement at the mouth of West Branch and near the Norfleet 
House, Nansemond River. 
15, 1863.—Engagement near the Norfleet House. 
Skirmish on the Edenton Road. 
4 17, 1863.—Skirmishing generally along the lines, 
; 19, 1863.—Capture of Battery Huger, Hill’s Point. 
_ 23, 1863.—Affair at Chuckatuck. 
24, 1863.—Skirmish on the Edenton Road. 
May 1, 1863.—Skirmish at South Quay Bridge. 
2- 4, 1863.—Confederate forces retire from Suffolk. 
3, 1863.—Skirmishes near Hill’s Point and Reed’s Ferry, Nansemond River. 
Skirmish at Chuckatuck. 
f Reconnaissance on the Providence Church Road. 
4, 1863.—Skirmish at Leesville. 


REPORTS, EHTC* 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U.S. Army, commanding the Department of Vir- 
ginia, with congratulatory orders.t 
No. 2.—Abstract from ‘“‘ Record of Events” in the Department of Virginia, April 
11-May 4. 
No. 3.—Capt. Charles L. Davis, Eighty-second Pennsylvania Infantry, Chief Signal 
Officer. 
No. 4.—Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8. Army, commanding at Suffolk.t 
No. 5.—Return of Casualties in the Union forces. 
No. 6.—Brig. Gen. Michael Corcoran, U. S. Army, commanding First Division, Sev- 
enth Army Corps. 
No. 7.—Maj. Alexander G. Patton, First New York Mounted Rifles, of skirmish on 
the Edenton Road, April 15. . 
No.’ 8.—Itinerary of the First Brigade, Brig. Gen. Henry D. Terry, U. S. Army, com- 
manding, April 11-30. 
No. 9.—Col. Robert S. Foster, Thirteenth Indiana Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 
No. 10.—Lieut. Col. John McConihe, One hundred and sixty-ninth New York Infantry. 
No. 11.—Itinerary of the Third Brigade, Col. Mathew Murphy, One hundred and 
eighty-second New York Infantry, commanding, April 9-May 3. 
No. 12.—Col. William McEvily, One hundred and fifty-fifth New York Infantry. 
No. 13.—Itinerary of the Reserve Brigade, Col. David W. Wardrop, Ninety-ninth New 
York Infantry, commanding, April 24—May 1. 
No. 14.—Brig. Gen. Charles C. Dodge, U. 8. Army, commanding Southeast Front. 


* For reports of Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, Lieuts. W. B. Cushing and R. H. 
Lamson, and Actg. Master C. H. Brown, U. S. Navy, see Annual Report of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, December 7, 1863. 

+ See also dispatches between Keyes, Dix, Hooker, and Peck, April 11-May 4, and 
Dix’s and Peck’s telegrams to Halleck, in ‘‘ Correspondence, etc.,” post. 
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No. 15.—Brig. Gen. George W. Getty, U. S. Army, commanding = Division, Ninth 
- Army Corps. , 

No. 16.—Col. Harrison §. Fairchild, Eighty-ninth New York Infantry, commanding ~ 
First Brigade. ; 

No. 17.—Col. William R. Pease, One hundred and seventeenth New York Infantry. 

No. 18.—Brig. Gen. Edward Harland, U.S. Army, commanding Second Brigade. 

No. 19.—Col. John E, Ward, Eighth Connecticut Infantry, of the capture of Battery 
Huger, April 19. 

No. 20.—Col. Griffin A. Stedman, jr., Eleventh Connecticut Infantry. 

No, 21.—Col. Arthur H. Dutton, Twenty-first Connecticut Infantry, commanding 
Third Brigade. 

No. 22.—Maj. Hiram B. Crosby, Twenty-first Connecticut Infantry. 

No. 23.—Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon, U. S. Army, commanding Reserve Division, of 
operations May 1-4, 

No, 24.—Maj. Gen. Samuel G. French, C. 8. Army, commanding the Department of 

‘ Southern Virginia. 

No. 25.—Maj. L. M. Shumaker, C. 8. Artillery, Chief of Artillery, of the capture of 
Battery Huger, April 19. 

No. 26.—Maj. F. J. Boggs, C. 8. Artillery, of the capture of Battery Huger, April 19. 

No. 27.—Maj. James Dearing, C. S. Artillery, of the capture of Battery Huger, April 19, 

No. 28.—Capt. Robert M. Stribling, Fauquier Artillery, of the capture of Battery 
Huger, April 19. 

No. 29.—Lieut. Col. John A. J ones, Forty-fourth Alabama Infantry, of the capture of 
Battery Huger, April 19. 

No. 30.—Col. John K. Connally, Fifty-fifth North Carolina Infantry, of the capture of 
Battery Huger, April 19. 

No, 31.—Maj. Gen. George E. Pickett, C. S. Army, commanding Division, of skirmish 
on the Edenton Road, April 24. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. John A. Diz, U. 8. Army, commanding the Depart- 
ment of Virginia, with congratulatory orders. 


Fort Monrog, VA., April 19, 1863. 


I deem it due to the forces at Suffolk to notice briefl their ¢ 
conduct during the last six days. On Tuesday General Baokis nice 
attacked and the enemy’s advance was gallantly met by Colo 
light troops, driving him back to the line of his pic 
division was engaged at the Same time on the 


an armed quartermaster’s boat, was 
attempts have been made on our lines but ave 


attery near the West 


Lieutenant Lamson of the Navy, and the ca ture of si 
prisoners closes the operations of the six ae caeninee oe 
large force very Satisfactory, 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, Major-General, 
General-in- Chief. 
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Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CorRPs, 

e} Fort Monroe, Va., May 23, 1863. . 
| GENERAL: In the latter part of September last the town of Suffolk 
was threatened by the enemy, who had concentrated a large force on 
the Blackwater. Brigadier-General Ferry, who commanded at Suffolk, 
made the best practicable arrangement of his troops to meet the enemy’s 
advance, but the place was entirely without intrenchments. It had 
‘been occupied from the time the enemy evacuated Norfolk, but without 
any definite purpose, except as an advanced position from which the 
country east of the Blackwater and Chowan and between the James 
River and Albemarle Sound might be watched and the land communi- 
vation be kept up between Norfolk and North Carolina east of the 
Dismal Swamp. 

I suggested last autumn the relinquishment of this position on account 
of some inherent objections to it, since explained in my letter of May 
10th instant, and the occupation of a more defensible line nearer Nor- 
folk. It was decided at that time to hold it, and Major-General Peck, 
whom I ordered to take command at Suffolk on September 22, and in 
whose experience, discretion, and military skill 1 had entire confidence, 
immediately commenced the execution of a system of intrenchments 
planned by himself, which the physical conformation of the place and 
the contiguous country necessarily rendered very extensive. For six 
months a-portion of the troops under his command were diligently en- 
gaged in the construction of these works. 

With a view to have them fully occupied and to inure them to more 
active service I directed him to keep about one-third of his force con- 
stantly in motion and to harass the enemy on the Blackwater by all 
practical means. My directions were carried out with good judgment: 
and with very satisfactory results. Frequent expeditions were made; 
the enemy was repeatedly attacked. In nearly every renconter the 
advantage was on our side; prisoners were taken, munitions of, war 
were captured, and a rocket battery fell into our hands. While engaged 
in these labors and active movements General Peck, by constant atten- 
tion, brought his command to an excellent state of discipline. 

On April 11 the enemy suddenly advanced with a large force, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-General Longstreet, which had been quietly as- 
sembled on the Blackwater, intending to take Suffolk by assault; but 
finding the place well prepared for defense, after repeated unsuccessful 
attempts on our lines in all of which he was signally repulsed, he sat 
down before it and commenced an investment according to the most 
approved principles of military science. The details of all the opera- 
tions of the siege, which terminated at the end of twenty-two days by 
his retreat in the night, are fully given in the report of Major-General 
Peck, which I have the honor to transmit herewith. 

When the enemy appeared before Suffolk I was in the city of New 
York with leave of absence for a few days on a surgeon’s certificate of 
disability. : 

On the following day (Sunday, April 12) I received a dispatch in- 
forming me of the enemy’s presence and I left the same evening, reach- 
ing Suffolk on Tuesday morning, the 14th. From this time I was every 
alternate day at Suffolk and on the Nansemond River, where the gun- 
boats belonging to the blockading squadron of Admiral Lee were en- 
gaged with the enemy’s batteries, being thus enabled to bear testimony 
from personal observation to the good conduct of all concerned in 
resisting the enemy’s advance. The large force of the enemy, amount- 
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ing to some 35,000 men, and the character of the Upper Nansemond— 
running back to the rear 7 miles with a very narrow channel and afford- 
ing very extraordinary facilities for cutting off our communications with 
Norfolk—rendered incessant vigilance necessary to defeat his purpose, 


and unremitting labor to cover weak points with additional works. The 


successful termination of the investment is due in a great degree to 


the industry of Major-General Peck in putting his position in a state. 
of defense, the judicious arrangements made to repel attacks upon his — 


works, and his unslumbering vigilance from the advance of the enemy’s 
forces to their final retreat; and I desire to acknowledge kis great prompt- 
itude in carrying out all my suggestions and orders and his good judg- 


ment in the far more numerous exigencies in which he acted on his own 


discretion. 

To his officers and men the highest praise is due for their gallantry 
in the face of the enemy and their zealous devotion to all their duties, 
including the construction of extended and heavy intrenchments—the 
least attractive but often the most essential service of an army in the 


field. Particular reference is due to Brigadier-General Getty, who was | 


placed in charge of the Nansemond, the most vulnerable part of our line, 


and under whose direction a portion of our force was thrown across the - 


river and a battery of five guns carried by storm. 


My thanks are due to Admiral Lee, who co-operated by means of his | 


gunboats in preventing the enemy frem crossing the Nansemond, and 
to Lieutenants Cushing, Lamson, and Harris, who displayed great cool- 
ness, gallantry, and good judgment in the management of their vessels. 
Lieutenant Lamson deserves particular mention as having suggested 
the capture of the battery on the river and havin g aided General Getty 
in carrying the plan into execution. I desire to refer to the report of 
Major-General Peck for a more particular mention of the services of his 
officers and men. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 


General-in- Chief. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HpQrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH A.C., 
No. 32. Fort Monroe, Va., May 6, 1863. 

The major-general commanding congratulates Major-General Peck 
and the troops under his command at Suffolk on the sudden retreat of 
the enemy to the Blackwater, after a close investment of the place for 
more than three weeks by a superior force led by some of the most dis- 
tinguished generals in the service of the insurgents. The enemy has 
sustained a loss of five guns, and not less than 1,500 men in prisoners 
killed, wounded, and deserters, while ours is limited to a comparatively 
small number of killed and wounded. For this result the highest praise 
is due to Major-General Peck, through whose untiring industry and 
good judgment during the last six months the place has been stron gly 
fortified, and through whose watchfulness it has been held during the 
investment. The Same high praise is due to the troops under his com- 
mand and to their officers. Their courage and vigilance, their firmness 
in resisting the enemy’s attacks, their gallantry in assaultine him in his 
works on repeated occasions deserve the heartfelt thanks which the 
major-general commanding hereby tenders to them. 

The major-general commanding avails himself of the occasion to ac- 
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knowledge the gallant and efficient co-operation of the gunboats sent 
by Admiral Lee into the Nansemond, under Lieutenants Cushing and 
_ Lamson, in silencing the enemy’s batteries, in resisting the enemy’s 
attempts to cross the river, and especially the assistance lent by the 
latter to General Getty in capturing fivé of the enemy’s guns. 
By command of Major-General Dix: 
D. T. VAN BUREN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 2. 


Abstract from “ Record of Events” in Department of Virginia, April 11- 
May 4.* 


April 11.—The enemy advanced upon Suffolk, Va., from Blackwater, 
drove in our pickets, capturing the outpost of cavalry on South Quay 
road, and was not checked until within artillery range, when he was 
driven back. é 

April 12.—He advanced on the Somerton road, but was repulsed, 

tig hastily, and our infantry pickets were posted on the original 
ines. 
April 13.—The enemy concentrated along the Nansemond, erected 
heavy batteries, and succeeded in blockading the river; he failed in all 
his attempts to effect a crossing. The gunboats and our batteries were 
almost incessantly engaged and several times silenced the enemy’s 
batteries. 

April 19.—The enemy opened on the gunboats from Fort Huger. ‘A 
plan was immediately agreed upon by General Getty and Lieutenant 
Lamson, U.S. Navy, to cross the river and attack the fort. The gun- 
boats and batteries opened upon it impetuously. In the mean time a 
detachment from the Kighty-ninth New York Volunteers and from the 
Kighth Connecticut crossed on the gunboat Stepping Stones and stormed 
the fort, and were highly successful, capturing five pieces of artillery, — 
two 20-pounder Parrotts and three 12-pounder howitzers; also 129 pris- 
oners, including 9 officers. 

April 20.—Major Stratton, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, visited 
Elizabeth City, N. C., and found it abandoned by our forces. 

April 27.—A reconnaissance in force was made upon the enemy’s right 
flank on the Edenton road, aiso on the Somerton, and after some skir- 
mishing the enemy was driven from his rifle-pits back upon his main 
line. Two transports ran the blockade under the volunteer pilotage of 
Lieutenants Rowe and Horton, Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers. 
Many shots were fired by the enemy, but little damage was done to the 
steamers. 

April 28, 29, and 30.—Skirmishing on the river between our gunboats 
and the enemy. 

The following re-enforcements arrived during the month: 

April 12.—Ninth New York Volunteers, assigned to Getty’s division. 

April 14.—Nineteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, assigned to Getty’s di- 
vision (transferred April 28). 

April 16 and 17.—Two brigades assigned to Abercrombie’s division, 
consisting of eight regiments; one regiment transferred to General Cor- 


coran’s division. 
April 18.—One hundred and seventeenth New York Volunteers, as- 


* From Returns of Seventh Army Corps for April and May, 1863. 
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signed to General Sees and sree aia and sixty-ninth New York — 

assigned to General Corcoran. 
erent HOE Detneninone of the Third New York Volunteers and the 
First Delaware, Sixteenth and Nineteenth New York Batteries. 

April 17.—The Ninth Vermont was assigned to General Getty and 
transferred, April 24, to the Reserve Brigade. The Twenty-sixth Michi- 
gan and One hundred and fifty-second New York assigned to General 
Corcoran. ; = 

April 22.—The Tenth New Jersey was assigned to General Corcoran 
and the One-hundred and eighteenth New York assigned to Reserve 
Brigade. 

The following officers were killed and wounded during the month: 

April 8.—Captain Bowdish, commissary of subsistence; killed by ac- 
cident on the railroad. 

April 12.—Lieut. Col. Edgar A. Kimball, Ninth New York Volun- 
teers; killed by Brig. Gen. M. Corcoran while on duty. 

April 23.—Capt. John EH. White, Ninety-ninth New York Volun- 
teers; wounded by rebel sharpshooters. 

April 24.—Surg. James Wilson, Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers; 
wounded by rebel sharpshooters. Second Lieut. B. Conron, Thirteenth 
Indiana Volunteers; killed in skirmish on Somerton road. Col. C. Buell, 
One hun¢red and sixty-ninth New York Volunteers; wounded in skir- 
mish on Somerton road. Maj. Alonzo Alden, One hundred and sixty- 
ninth New York Volunteers; wounded in skirmish on Somerton road, 

April 15.—Capt. J. McAnally, One hundred and fifty-fifth New York 
Volunteers; wounded in the skirmish on Edenton road. 

April 24.—Second Lieut. T. J. Cantwell, One hundred and sixty-fourth 
New York Volunteers; wounded in the skirmish on Edenton road. 

May 1.—The Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers had a skirmish with 
the enemy on South Quay road, near Suffolk. Loss: killed, 4; wounded, 42. 

May 2.—Two companies of the Third Pennsylvania Artillery reported. 

May 3.—Reconnaissance on the Petersburg road by General Getty; 
enemy driven from their rifle-pits on their main line. Loss, killed and 
wounded, 60. After dark the enemy abandoned the siege of Suffolk, re- 
tiring in haste toward the Blackwater. 

May 4.—Colonel Foster commenced pursuit after the enemy, coming on 
the rear guard at Leesville, which were dispersed and most of them cap- 
tured. General Corcoran pursued them on the Edenton road, General 
Terry on the South Quay road, and a cavalry detachment on the Peters- 
burg road, but all were unable to come across any force. Many prisoners 
were captured, mostly stragglers (about 250), including 4 officers. One 
hundred and thirty signified their willingness to take the oath of alle- 
giance and were sent North. 


No. 3. 


Report of Capt. Charles L. Davis Highty-second Pennsylwania Infantry 
Chief Signal Oficer. é a 


OFFICE OF CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, DEPT. oF VA., 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 9, 1863. 
Oe ove the to submit the following report of the 
operations o © Signal Corps in the siege of Suffolk. lasti 
ities g » lasting from 


For some months past I have had a signal station on a tree near the 
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| crossing of the Seaboard and Roanoke and Norfolk and Petersburg Rail- 


roads, to which the pickets on the South Quay and Carrsville roads were 
instructed to report for orders in case of attack. Through this station 
the commanding general at Suffolk was kept informed of movements on 
the front toward the Blackwater. 

This station stood at the junction of two roads, on each of which a 
company of cavalry was stationed 1,200 yards in advance. 

_ At 3.30 p.m. April 11 a contraband reported to the officer (Lieuten- 

ant Thayer) on duty at this station that the enemy was advancing in 
_ force on both roads and only a few miles distant. Through the extraor- 
dinary promptness of this officer this information was immediately 
transmitted to General Peck by Lieutenant Strong, who received it by 
signals at Suffolk. A few minutes afterward Lieutenant Thayer (notic- 
ing the cavalry soldiers coming in at a furious rate, riding barebacked) 
sent to General Peck by signals the message, ‘Pickets driven in. 
Re-enforcements needed.” 

In the absence of a commissioned officer to command the infantry 
pickets Lieutenant Thayer took command and made such disposition 
of them as he thought necessary to check the advance of the enemy’s 
vanguard and prevent the cutting off of the cavalry pickets on the 
South Quay road. 

This action he immediately reported by signals to General Peck, and 
while so doing the enemy opened fire with their sharpshooters on Lieu- 
tenant Thayer and his flagmen (Privates A. H. Eames and W. J. Mott), 
who were located in the top of a high tree performing their duty, and 
so remained until the arrival of a regiment of cavalry, when Lieutenant 
Thayer was.ordered to abandon his post and come in. 

On the 12th I was notified by telegraph that signal supplies and offi- 
cers were needed at Suffolk. The supplies were promptly sent, and I 
received orders from the commanding general of the department to 
proceed there at once, taking with me such officers as could be spared 
from elsewhere. 

Communication was immediately opened by Captain Tamblyn between 

the signal tower (which had been previously erected in the town of Suf- 
folk for this very emergency) and the fronts, commanded by Generals 
Terry, Corcoran, and Dodge. These lines of communication were con- 
stantly employed in transmitting intelligence as to the movements of 
the enemy. ‘ 
_ On the morning of the 13th a message was received from Lieutenant 
Strong, on General Terry’s front, that the enemy had established a sig- 
nal station at the junction of the Seaboard and Roanoke and Norfolk 
and Petersburg Railroads and were signaling. This information I im- 
mediately gave to General Peck, and was directed by him to ascer- 
tain from Captain Lee whether he could shell the enemy from their 
position, and if so, direct him to doit. Captain Lee, from his gunboat 
in the Nansemond River, immediately opened his fire, and being en- 
tirely unable to see where his shot struck on account of the intervening 
woods he was directed in his firing by signals. The point where each 
shot struck, with directions as to change of range, was given him through 
signals by Lieutenant Thayer, who noted the effect of each shot from 
the tower in Suffolk and transmitted the same to Captain Lee by sig- 
nals. After firing a number of. shots, most of which struck well, Lieu- 
tenant Thayer signaled to Captain Lee that the enemy’s signal station 
was abandoned. 

On the 14th Lieutenant Young, stationed at headquarters of General 
Corcoran, at Fort Union, together with numerous other messages, trans. 
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mitted the information from General Corcoran to General Peck that the 
enemy had attacked on the Somerton road. Promptly orders were 
returned to General Corcoran to open fire. These messages were trans- 
mitted while the shells of the enemy were falling around them and evi- 
dently directed at the signal flag of Lieutenant Young, who, with his flag- 
man (Private J. W. Brown), exhibited great coolness during the attack. 

These lines of communication were kept open and transmitting much 
yaluable information until the 16th, when, the enemy threatening to 
cross the Nansemond River and attack our right and rear, General Peck 
directed communication to be opened with General Getty’s front and 
the forces on the Nansemond. Captain Tamblyn was therefore directed 
to break up communication with the other fronts, as of less importance, 
and open a line down the Nansemond River. This was accomplished 
in avery short time, and the line was constantly used in transmitting 
important, and, in some cases, confidential messages between the dif- 
ferent stations. This line was composed of four stations, and the offi- 
cers and men operating them were all so constantly on duty, night and 
day, sleeping and eating only when a short leisure would permit, that 
without relief some of them must have succumbed had not matters 
taken a change. 

This line of communication was kept open and (until the raising of 
the siege and departure of the enemy) was continually useful. 

A field telegraph train would have been of eminent utility in this 
locality, and I shall have one or more of these trains at my disposal in 
a few days. 

In closing this report I wish to state that officers and men all stood 
up to their duty nobly and when nearly worn-out with fatigue by 
watching and working night and day and under fire of the enemy. To 
Capt. W. Tamblyn, acting signal officer, the senior officer of that part 
of my detachment at Suffolk, great credit is due for his faithful super- 
vision of affairs. 

Lieuts. A. M. Thayer, R. P. Strong, George F. Young, and H. RB. 
Murray, acting signal officers, deserve special mention for having stood 
faithfully to their duties under the fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters. 

_ Flagmen A. H. Eames, W. J. Mott, CO. H. Treadwell, and J. W 
Brown performed their duties faithfully, even when the flag they held 
in their hands was the special mark of the enemy. 

_Tinclose herewith a map, showing the different lines of communica- 
tion had by signals. The small red flags indicate the stations and the 
dotted lines the lines of communication had at different times - 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
as the ‘honor to be, colonel, very: respectfully, your obedient 

; PS Rage CHARLES L. DAVIS 
a Captain and Ohief Signal Officer, Department of Virginia. 
Lieut. Col. Louis H. PuLoun; Assistants Adjutant-General. 


No. 4. 
Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8. Army, commanding at Suffolk 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED SraTEs ForRcEs, 
Suffolk, Va., May 5, 186 
COLONEL: On September 22, 1862, I was ordered " Suffolk xs 
about 9,000 men, to repel the advance of Generals’ Pettigrew and Trish 
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from the Blackwater, with 15,000 men. No artificial defenses were 
found nor had any plan been prepared. Situated at the head of the 
Nansemond River, with the railways to Petersburg and Weldon, Suffolk 
is the key to all the approaches to the mouth of the James River on the 
north of the Dismal Swamp. Regarding the James as second only in 
importance to the Mississippi for the Confederates and believing that 
sooner or later they would withdraw their armies from the barren wastes 
of Northern Virginia to the line of the James and attempt the recovery 
of Portsmouth and Norfolk as ports for their iron-clads and contraband 
trade, I prepared a system, and on the 25th commenced Fort Dix. From 
that time until the present I spared no pains for placing the line of the 
river and swamp in a state of defense. My labors alarmed the authori- 
ties at Richmond, who believed I was preparing a base for a grand 
movement upon the rebel capital, and the whole of the Blackwater was 
fortified, as well as Cypress Swamp and Birchen and Chipoak Rivers. 
This line rests upon the James near Fort Powhatan. 

About February 26 Lieutenant-General Longstreet was detached from 
Lee’s army and placed in command of the Department of Virginia, with 
headquarters at Petersburg. Of his corps, 15,000 were on the Black- 
water and 15,000 between Petersburg and the river, near the railway. 
This distribution enabled him to concentrate in twenty-four hours within 
a few miles of Suffolk and looked threatening. Reports were circulated 
and letters written to the effect that Longstreet was in South Carolina 
and Tennessee with all his forces with the view of throwing me off my 
guard. 

My information was reliable, and I fully advised the department of the 
presence of this force, and on March 14 Getty’s division (Ninth Corps) 
reported for duty. Early in April deserters reported troops moving to 
the Blackwater, that many bridges were being constructed, and that a 
- pontoon train had arrived from Petersburg. 

On the 6th I was advised that General Foster was in great need ot 
troops and asked to send him 3,000. I replied that no soldiers ought 
to leave the department, but I would spare that number provided they 
could be supplied at short notice. 

On the 10th, at 4.30 p. m., as the troop train was leaving, I was in- 
formed of the contents of a captured mail by General Viele to the effect 
that General Longstreet would attack me at once with from 40,000 to 
60,000; that he had maps, plans, and a statement of my force, and that 
General Hill would co-operate. 

On the 11th Hood’s division followed up my cavalry, returning from 
Blackwater on the South Quay road, and about 4 p. m. captured, with- 
out a shot, the cavalry outposts. Others followed on other roads and a 
surprise in open day was attempted. The signal officers, under Cap- 
tain Tamblyn, rendered most signal service. Lieutenant Thayer held 
his station for a long time in spite of the riflemen about him. 

On the 12th, about noon, Pickett’s division advanced on the Somerton 
and Jenkins’ on the Edenton road, and a large column on the river by 
the Providence Church road. Much fine skirmishing took place on all 
these roads, but the pickets were pressed back and the enemy was not 
checked until he came within artillery range. He sustained some loss 
and fell back a few miles to his line of battle. 

On the 13th the enemy skirmished with our light troops on all the ap- 
proaches. On the Somerton, Colonel Foster handled him very roughly, 
driving him back and restoring his picket line at sundown. On the 
river the contest was sharp and long, but the batteries and gunboats 
held the enemy at bay. 
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On the 14th Lieutenant Cushing, U. S. Navy, was hotly engaged for _ 


several hours with a large force at the mouth of the West Branch. His 
loss was severe, but the enemy suffered much and had some artillery dis- 
mounted. The enemy opened a ten-gun battery near the Norfleet house 
for the purpose of destroying the gunboats and of covering @ crossing. 
Lieutenant Lamson, with the Mount Washington, West End, and Step- 
ping Stones, engaged the: battery for some hours in the most gallant 
manner, but was compelled to drop down to the West Branch. The 
Mount Washington, completely riddled and disabled, grounded, as did 
the West End, and both were towed off by the Stepping Stones. The 
rudder of the Alert was broken. Several batteries on the river were 
opened with fine effect and others were pushed with all dispatch toward 
completion. More or less skirmishing and artillery fire on all portions 
of the lines. In the night the Smith Briggs, lying near my headquar- 
ters, was attacked, but Captain Lee and the guns of the draw-bridge 
repulsed the enemy. 

On the 15th the force between Suffolk and West Branch was reported 
by the best authorities at 10,000, with a pontoon train under the imme. 
diate command of General French. About noon our batteries, under 
' the direction of General Getty, below the mouth of Jericho Creek, were 
warmly engaged with the Norfleet battery. Four of the rebel 20-pounder 
rifles were dismounted and the battery was silenced. A party sent out 
on the Edenton road captured the camp equipage of one regiment. Fear 
of an ambuscade prevented taking of many prisoners. 

On the 17th Major Stratton, with a force of cavalry, held South Mills, 
which is the key to nearly all the approaches from North Carolina on 
the south side of the Dismal Swamp. There was much skirmishing on 
all the avenues of approach with some field artillery. Generai Terry’s 
front was much annoyed from the first day by the near approach of 
riflemen. Under his orders the enemy was signally punished.* Gen- 
eral French’s engineer was taken prisoner by Lieutenant Cushing’s 
pickets. He was laying out works and had a map of Suffolk, which he 
tore to pieces. 

On the 18th the enemy was very active in throwing up new batteries 
and rifle-pits along the river. A heavy one was in progress near the 
mouth of West Branch on Hill’s Point. Admiral Lee, U. 8. Navy, or- 
dered all the boats out of the Upper N ansemond, lest they should be 
destroyed, leaving the whole defense of the river to the land forces 
The admiral was urged to reconsider his orders. Upon my representa. 
tion the order was temporarily suspended. : 

On the 19th, about dusk, General Getty and Lieutenant Lamson ex- 
ecuted most successfully a plan which had been agreed upon for Cross- 
ing the river and capturing Battery Huger at the mouth of the West 
Branch. The Highty-ninth New York and Kighth Connecticut were 
taken over on the Stepping Stones. Five pieces of artillery, 9 affiders 
and 120 soldiers were captured. It was well conceived and ably von. 
ducted, and reflects great honor on the combined arms. Lieutenant 
Lamson suggested the enterprise, landed with four of his howitzers 
wd played a brilliant part. Captain Stevens was conspicuous for his 
gallant conduct in this affair and deserves mention: also Lieuten: ie 
McKechnie and Faxon, aides of General Getty. i: 


On the 20th Major Stratton visited Blizabeth City, N. C., and found 


* Return of Terry’s brigade, First Division, Seventh Army C : 
gives the following casualties in this affair of + : 'Y Corps, for April, 1863, 
wounded. 3 8 affair of the 17th: Three privates killed and 10 
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it abandoned by our troops. He found General Longstreet’s pickets in 
the vicinity of Sandy Cross. 

On the 21st the command was highly honored by a visit from Major- 
el Halleck, Commander-in-Chief, accompanied by Major-General 

x, 

On the 22d a heavy rain-storm commenced, suspending all fatigue 
tee but adding materially to the strength of the swamp on the left 

ank. 

On the 24th a demonstration was made upon the enemy’s right flank, 
on the Edenton road, under General Corcoran and Colonels Foster and 
Spear, while a feint was made on the Somerton by Colonel Buehler. The 
enemy was driven in confusion from all his advance points and rifle- 
pits back upon his main line of defense behind the dam and swamp at 
Darden’s Mill. <A force estimated at about 1,500 was believed to be 
massed on that front. The object of the move was attained and the com- 
mand withdrawn. Colonels Beach, Drake, and Murphy had provisional 
brigades, and handled them extremely well; Captain Simpson com- 
manded the artillery. 

On the 25th information was received of the arrival of heavy artillery 
from Petersburg. Troops were reported on this side of the Chowan, on 
the way from General Hill, under General Garnett. 

On the 27th Major Stratton occupied Camden Court-House and 
burned a ferry-boat of the enemy’s. Rebels were very active at night, 
_ chopping, moving troops, and signaling. A new battery of three guns 
was opened by them below the Norfleet Battery. Chopping parties 
were broken up by the Redan and Mansfield Battery. They reoccupied 
the Hill’s Point Battery in the night. The steamers Commerce and 
Swan, under the volunteer pilotage of Lieutenants Rowe and Horton, 
of the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers, ran down past the batteries 
in the night, but not without many shots. These officers are entitled to 
much credit for this service. 

On the 28th Suffolk was visited by a heavy storm. <A rebel work for 
several guns was discovered on the river. 

On the 29th the Hon. Secretary of State, W. H. Seward, paid a visit, 
in company with Major-General Dix, to this command. 

On the 30th, early in the morning, the enemy opened with one Whit- 
worth, one 30 and one 35 pounder Parrott. Toward night they opened 
fire upon the Commodore Barney, and the battery was silenced by the 
Barney (Lieutenant Cushing, U. 5. Navy) and Captain Morris, battery 
in Fort Stevens. 

May 1.—There was a sharp skirmish on General Terry’s front about 
5p.m.* The enemy, re-enforced largely, was held in check from the guns 
of Nansemond, South Quay, and Rosecrans with considerable loss. 
Another brigade from North Carolina was reported to have joined Long- 
street. 

May 3.—A reconnaissance in force was made by Generals Getty and 
Harland on the enemy’s left flank. The troops crossed at 9 a. m., at 
the draw-bridge, under the fire of Battery Mansfield, the Onondaga, 
and the Smith Briggs, and seized the plateau near Pruden’s house in 
spite of sharpshooters in the rifle-pits, orchards, and woods. The ad- 
vance was slow, every inch being hotly contested. The movement re- 
sulted in bringing heavy re-enforcements for the enemy. His numbers 
and artillery failed to check the troops. Bynight the enemy was massed 
~ * Return of the Seventh Army Corps, Department of Virginia, for the month of 
May, 1863, gives the loss in this affair as follows: Four killed and 42 wounded, all of 
the Ninety-ninth New York Infantry. 
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on his strong line of intrenchments and under the fire of a numerous 
artillery. The purpose of the movement having been attained, the 
troops were directed to remain on the ground awaiting events. 

In conjunction with the above, Major Crosby crossed the Nansemond 
near Sleepy Hole with the Twenty-first Connecticut, a section of the 
Fourth Wisconsin Battery, and eleven mounted rifles. At4a.m. pushed 
on and occupied Chuckatuck, driving out 300 rebel cavalry. He skir- 
mished all the way to Reed’s Ferry, capturing 16 prisoners, and then 
returned to the river under cover of the gunboats. At the same time 
Colonel Dutton. crossed in boats and occupied Hill’s Point with the 
Fourth Rhode Island, a portion of the One hundred and seventeenth 
New York, and a detachment from the Commodore Barney. He ad- 
vanced some distance, but was met by a superior force posted strongly 
in the woods, and after much skirmishing returned upon Hill’s Point, 
from which the enemy could not dislodge him. 

I again take pleasure in acknowledging the valuable services of Lieu- 
tenants Cushing, Lamson, and Harris, U.S. Navy. These officers ren- 
dered every assistance in their power in crossing the river. Lieutenant 
Cushing sent a boat howitzer and detachment with the Fourth Rhode 
Island, under Colonel Dutton. 

[ regret to state that Colonel Ringold, of the One hundred and third 
New York, lost his life from two wounds while leading on his men in 
the most gallant manner. He was a meritorious officer. 

May 4.—About 9 p. m. on the 3d the enemy commenced retiring 
upon the Blackwater. His strong line of pickets prevented deserters 


_ and contrabands from getting through with the information until he had 


several hours the start. Generals Corcoran and Dodge were promptly 
in pursuit on the Edenton road while Colonel Foster followed upon the 


_ Somerton. By6 a.m. Colonel Foster was pressing the rear of a formida- 


ble column on the old road near Leesville. He was compelled, from the 
smallness of his force, to wait for the command under General Corcoran 
and could not again strike the column before it reached the river. 
pe oralty ma ees bealeud Onderdonk were pushed on numer- 
vas, and rendered valuable services in pr ing inf i 

ae eae in procuring information and 

Thus ends the present investment or sie ‘ i 
eer ans.. en ge of Suffolk, which had for 
its objects the recovery of the whole country south of the James ex- 
een g to the Albemarle Sound in North Carolina, the ports of Nor- 
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ines. » and telegraphed arrangements throughout his 
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RESULTS. 


We have taken five pieces of the famous Fauquier Artillery, about 
400 prisoners, some rifles, and camp equipage. Probably 500 or 600 
have been killed and wounded and 500 have deserted, making ‘@ total 
loss of at least 1,500. 

Our own killed is 44; wounded, 202, and missing, 14. Total, 260.* _ 
All the morale, prestige, and glory belong to the patient and brave 
officers and men of the Federal Army. 

Besides these brilliant results, this command has held the masses of 
the enemy around Suffolk in order that General Hooker might secure 
the crowning victory of the war, and it is entitled to a share of the glory 
that may accrue to his arms. My thanks are due all officers and sol- 
diers who have worked cheerfully and patriotically on these fortifica- 
tions. They now see that their labors are not in vain. 

The truth of history requires that I should state that a small portion 
of the One hundred and twelfth New York became homesick and dis- 
contented, and said that they came to fight and not to dig. This feel- 
ing was seized upon by politicians, and since the adjournment of the 
Senate I have been advised that efforts were made to defeat my con- 
firmation in consequence thereof. Soldiers who love their country will 
- cheerfully perform any duty assigned them; men who know how to 

build fortifications will know how to defend or assault them. It should 

not be forgotten that the principal rebel successes have been behind 

intrenchments, as at Manassas, Fredericksburg, Richmond, Vicksburg, 
Charleston, &c. 

It is an unpleasant duty to state that most of the Ninth New York, 
Colonel Hawkins, left this command on the 3d, by expiration of their 
term of service, while their comrades were actively engaged with the 
enemy. It can be regarded only as an unfortunate termination of a 
hitherto brilliant career of service. 

To Generals Corcoran, Terry, Dodge, and Harland, and Colonels 
Dutton and Gibbs, commanding fronts or lines; Colonels Spear and 
Onderdonk, of the cavalry ; Colonels Gurney and Wardrop, command- 
ing reserves, and Captain Follett, chief of artillery, I am under very 
great obligations for the able, faithful, judicious, and cheerful discharge 
of every duty incident to their important positions. 

General Getty was intrusted with the river line below the Onondaga 
Battery, the key of the position and about 8 miles in length—a very, diffi- 
cult line to defend against an enterprising enemy acquainted with every 
by-path and guided by owners of the soil. His responsibilities were of 
the highest order, and the labors of his troops were incessant. Under his 
vigilant supervision everything was done that could be for the security 
of the right flank, and the enemy was foiled in all plans for crossing. 

Col. R. S. Foster, of Indiana, commanding brigade and a portion*of 
the front, added fresh laurels to the high reputation which he estab- 
lished in West Virginia and on the Peninsula. He was at home in grand 
skirmishes, and the enemy always recoiled before him. _ ; 

General Gordon reported three days before the conclusion of the siege 
and was assigned to the command of the Reserve Division. His long 
and varied experience rendered his judgment of great value, and I re- 
gret that he has been called to another field. 

My thanks are due General Viele, of Norfolk, for the prompt trans- 
mission of important intelligence and for the alacrity with which my 
calls were responded. 


* But see revised statement, p. 288. 
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Captain Ludlow, quartermaster at Norfolk, deserves mention for his 
untiring efforts in forwarding the main bulk of supplies for the army. 
The medical department, under the able management of Dr. Hand, 
_. was in excellent working order and equal to every emergency. The 
wounded were promptly cared for and spared all unnecessary suffering. 
_ The commissary department was admirably managed by the late Cap 
tain Bowdish, and since his death by Captain Felt. : 

Colonel Murphy commanded brigade; Colonel Drake, Fort Union; 
Colonel Hawkins, Fort Nansemond; Captain Sullivan, Fort Halleck ; 
Colonel Davis, the Draw-Bridge Battery ; Colonel Worth, Battery Mans- 
field; Colonel Thorp, the Redan and Rosecrans; Captain Johnson, Bat- 
tery Monday; Colonel England, Battery Montgomery; Colonel Pease, 
Battery Stevens, and Colonel McEvily, Fort Dix, with ability, and their 
troops were always ready for the enemy. 

Major Stratton, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, was at South Mills 
watching the operations of the troops from Carolina. By his discretion 
os energy the rebels were prevented from penetrating the Dismal 

wamp. 

Captain Tamblyn, Lieutengnts Seabury, Young, Thayer, Strong, and 
Murray, of the Signal Corps, have been indefatigable day and night and 
of the greatest service in their department. Captain Davis shares the 
above commendation for the few days he was here. 

The conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Nixon, Ninety-ninth New York; 
of Captain Morris, Lieutenants Hasbrouck, Hunt, Whitney, and Beecher, 
of the artillery; Lieutenants J ames, Grant, Macardle, Soederquist, and 
Burleson, on engineer duty;-of Lieutenant Buttz, assistant provost- 
marshal, and of Major Wetherill, was conspicuous. Major Stewart, of 
the Engineer Corps, joined for a few days, evincing the same lively 
interest which characterized his valuable services on’ the Peninsula. ~ 

The command is mainly indebted to the provost-marshal, Major Smith 
of the One hundred and twelfth New York, for the good order and 
cleanliness which has prevailed in town and camp. 

The co-operation of the gunboats, under Lieutenants Cushing, Lam- 
son, and Harris, U. 8, Navy, sent by Admiral Lee, has been very 
effective, and I take great pleasure in acknowledging the gallant sery- 
ices of their officers and crews. The army gunboats Smith Briggs and 
West End, commanded by Captain Lee and Lieutenant Rowe proved 
invaluable. The Smith Briggs was for many days the only boat above 
the West Branch, 1n consequence of the order of Admiral Lee. 

_ My personal Staff have all earned a place in this record by their zeal 
fidelity, and unremitting labors day and nieht increased by injuries 
which I Sustained from the fall of my horse. “Their claims to pROMOnGh 
were established long before the Siege of Suffolk. Maj. B. B. Foster, as- 
sistant adj utant-general; Capt. George S. Dodge, quartermaster: Lieuts 
Charles R. Stirling and James D. Outwater aides-de-camp; Lieut A B. 
Johnson, ordnance officer, and Lieut. James D. Mahon judge advocate. 

Doubtless many names have been omitted, but discrimination is im- 
eee all have done so well. ‘ ioe 

‘or the conclusion is reserved the agreeable dut ifyi 
Peas en Ppa have ever received ‘trom Mate eee 

; ‘equest or suggestion has ever escaped his attenti t 
most of my re aon HEE rach LOD, UL 
eae an ets have been anticipated by his liberal and com- 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 


Col. D. T. Van BUREN, A. A. G., Dept. of Va. Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
New Berne, N. C., December 18, 1863. 

GENERAL: My excuse for this trespass upon your most valuable time 
is that I have been unofficially advised that Admiral Lee has endeav- © 
ored to depreciate the importance of Longstreet’s campaign against me. 

This is very singular, for he did not visit Suffolk during the nine 
months I was in command, and saw nothing of my system of fortifica- 
tions or of Longstreet’s, the development of which was from 9 to 10 
miles. His headquarters were at Newport News, some 30 miles from 
mine. His views were based entirely upon the impressions of young 
and inexperienced subordinates, whose vision was limited to short dis- 
tances beyond the gunboat decks. 

On April 20, thirteen days before the conclusion of the siege, he 
ordered all the boats to Hill’s Point for safety, 7 miles from Suffolk, 
_ against which I protested, and some sharp correspondence ensued. 
_ Besides the distance the densely-wooded banks of the Nansemond were 
_ unfavorable for forming a judgment of the numbers and labors of the 
_ enemy, everywhere screened in timber. The whole country was one vast 
forest, out of which I had to cut a field of fire for my artillery. Admiral 
Lee thinks that Longstreet brought a force of negroes for building his 
extensive line of works. On his arrival the negroes ceased to come into 
my lines, and parties were sent out to bring them in for information, 
but without success. 

After his repulse on May 3 and night retreat some blacks escaped 
from Franklin and informed me that all the contrabands, except servants 
and drivers, were left at Franklin, across the Blackwater, to prevent 
their escape. They also stated that they prayed very loud that “‘ Massa 
Longstreet might be whipped by you folks.” 

Captain Lamson, one of the most gallant officers in the U. 8S. Navy, 
commanded the flotilla in the Upper Nansemond, and was on the staff 
of the acting admiral. He says he made a complete examination, during 
two days, of Longstreet’s lines after his retreat, and changed his opinion 
and so told the admiral; he estimated the rebel force from 35,000 to 
50,000. Major-General Dix was over my lines, including the Nanse- 
mond, every alternate day, and had favorable opportunities for judg- 
ing; he says some 35,000. General Gordon states that the works he 
examined could not have been made by less than 50,000. 

Major-General Keyes concluded my situation was so critical that f 
ought to evacuate the lines to save the troops from capture. On my 
positive refusal he called for two corps. He estimated 40,000 prior to 
Hill’s arrival. 

A mail, with several hundred letters, was taken, showing that Hill 
was to co-operate, and that they had a statement of my force, artillery, 
and a map of the works. 

General Hooker telegraphed that his reliable spy in Richmond ad- 
vised that Jeff. Davis had ordered Hill to leave North Carolina and 
join Longstreet at Suffolk. All prisoners, deserters, and Union people 
agreed as to this co-operation. 

About April 26 a division arrived from Little Washington, having 
crossed the Chowan near Gatesville. General Hill joined with his en- 
tire command on May 1, by way of Weldon, Franklin, and Holland’s 
Corners. Hill’s letter to Longstreet, asking orders, is in my possession. 

General Dix employed a spy to visit the armies of Longstreet and 
Lee in February and March. He was two weeks in Longstreet’s lines 
and longer in Lee’s. Through a friend in the War Office in Richmond 
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was allowed entire freedom in the camps and sold his goods to officers 
a men on credit. He reported 28,000 to 30,000 in March in my gen- 
eral front and one hundred and nine regiments, of some 84,000, in the 
army of Lee. Then 28,000, with the forces of Hill from North Carolina, 
represent generally the mass opposed to me. My effective force for 
some days was 14,928. I asked for one division only. For a few days — 
Thad about 29,000 effectives on a line from below Hill’s Point, on the © 
river, extending across to the Dismal Swamp of at least 15 miles in | 
length, with a detachment of the same at South Mills, 30 miles distant, — 
the key to the southern approaches of the swamp. " 

The campaign will be clear when it is stated that Hill was to make ~ 
noisy and furious demonstrations in Carolina, for the purpose of induc- 
ing General Foster to call for troops from Virginia. Accordingly, 
Pettigrew appeared in the vicinity of New Berne and Hill attacked or 
cannonaded Washington. 

Our casualties were 6 at New Berne, but I have failed to learn that 
any occurred at Washington. Ten thousand were asked for General 
Foster, and I was called upon to contribute from my 15,000 on the 
10th April. Against my judgment I consented to send 3,000, and they 
were on the troop train. Longstreet was advised of this detachment 
in a few hours and advanced that very night. With your approval I 
brought back the 3,000 at dusk, and very luckily for our affairs in that 
quarter. 

The operations about Suffolk, ending May 4, were suddenly eclipsed in 
the night of general gloom and painful anxiety which attended Hooker’s 
great disaster at Chancellorsville. Attention was not again awakened 
upon that field, and the campaign has been imperfectly understood by 
the public. 

I desire to thank you for the liberal support sent me at Suffolk. 

With sentiments of respect, your obedient servant, 
: JOHN J. PECK. 

Major-General HALLECK, 

Commander-in-Chief, Washington, D. C. 


{Inclosure. ] 


From the Philadelphia Enquirer, April 24, 1863. 
THE GALLANT CAMPAIGN AT SUFFOLK. 


Having in our recent articles traced the progress of the war in the 
Southwest, in Tennessee, and in North Carolina, we follow them up 
this morning by a review of the short and exciting campaign about 
Suffolk. This campaign, in presence of some of the vast events of the 
war, appears to be nothing more than an episode, but in our judgment 
it is entitled to considerable prominence. It must be remembered that 
the military authorities charged with the occupation of Norfolk estab- 
lished an important post at a considerable distance to the southwest of 
that city—at Suffolk, where the Petersburg and Norfolk Railroad in- 
tersects the Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad, leading to Weldon, N. C 
Suffolk is also at the head of navigation on the Nansemond River, 
which empties into the James River near its mouth. From this post 
the National troops were enabled to operate to a distance in the inte- 
rior of the south side. irginia, keeping the country comparatively 


clear of guerrillas, contra} i 
rrillas, aband traders, and spies, and th - 
ually guarding Norfolk. : ak ne mere. See 
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_ For a long while the rebel leaders at Richmond permitted this occu- 
_ pancy by the Union forces to pass without interference, although it was 
exceedingly unpalatable to their adherents in the country occupied. 
/ Within the last two or three weeks, however, for reasons that may ap- 
' pear in the sequel, they detached a heavy force, under their pet gen- 
 eral—Longstreet—to recover Suffolk and to bring Norfolk once more 
under the sway of the rebellion. The movement commenced about the 
Same time with that of General Hill against General Foster’s garrison 
| at Washington, N. C., and the two were unquestionably intended to 
_ co-operate with each other. 

Having massed some 38,000 men behind the Blackwater River Gen- 
' eral Longstreet began the execution of his plan on the 10th instant by 
crossing his grand army over that stream by means of five pontoon 
_ bridges. 

On the next night his advance drove in our pickets in front of Suf- 

folk, and the situation of our forces began to look serious. 

The rebel plan was to cut the Nansemond River some 6 miles or so 

_ below Suffolk, on our right flank, while another force was to be thrown 
against the Norfolk Railroad, on our left flank and rear, and, thus sur- 
' rounded, General Peck’s entire army and the city of Norfolk were to 
fall a rich and easy prize into the hands of theenemy. It so happened, 
_ however, that two matters over which the rebel chieftains could exer- 
cise but little control interfered to defeat the scheme. In the first place 
General Peck, who was in command of the National force, was entirely 
_ too vigilant, too active, and too enterprising for General Longstreet; 
and in the second ‘place General Foster’s resolute resistance against 
Hill at Washington, N.C., where the latter stubbornly persisted in 
holding out after his adversary claimed that he was hopelessly cut off, 
prevented Hill from coming up in time to execute his share of the grand 
achievement. Nevertheless, General Longstreet went at his plan with 
energy, and from April 11, when he first drove in our pickets, until 
Tuesday last he kept up an incessant series of attacks of the most 
harassing and vexatious character to General Peck’s troops. He rushed 
his squadrons of cavalry against our lines in one place and established 
batteries of field artillery to sweep the Nansemond River at others. He 
maneuvered to overwhelm us here and flank us there, and in every way 
endeavored to penetrate our lines, but was baffled in every attempt by 
the watchfulness, activity, endurance, skill, and courage of General 
Peck and his brave companions in arms. 

Among those who were conspicuous on our side General Getty, 
Colonel Foster, of the light troops, and Lieutenant Lamson, of the 
Navy, are mentioned by General Dix; Colonel I’oster having repelled 
an assault upon the right, and General Getty, with Lieutenant Lamson, 
haying stormed, in the most gallant manner, a troublesome battery of 
six guns, which they captured, with 160 prisoners. 

Thus repulsed at every point, Longstreet appears to have abandoned 
his enterprise, at least for the present, for the latest advices state that 
skirmishing ceased on the 21st. ; . 

Now, what is the importance of this defeated movement of Long- 
street's? To get an intelligent answer to that question we have only 
to look at contemporaneous operations on. the James River. _For sev- 
eral weeks past the rebels have been quite busy fortifying its bauks 
just as they have fortified the Mississippi. They are casemating Fort 

Powhatan, and have three batteries thoroughly finished. They are 
taking up the obstructions at Fort Darling. They know the value ot 
water communication to us, and of what priceless advantage it is to them 
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to be able to prevent our passage. This is the lesson they have learned 
at Vicksburg, Port Hudson, Fort Pemberton, and at Charleston. 

If they fortify the James down to its mouth it is closed for our pur- 
poses and left free for theirs. It brings their iron-clads, now lying idle 
at Richmond, clear down to Hampton Roads, where they may lie in 
wait and have their opportunities always in sight. To complete this 
grand scheme of operations Norfolk is wanted, and then, with their 
iron-clads, that city would be an open port until we could complete 
another fleet of monitors to close it up again. We tried to develop all 
this some days ago. Moreover, there are indications that the rebel 
leaders intend to defend Richmond with a much smaller army than 
that hitherto devoted to that purpose, and upon a line much nearer to 
that city than the Rappahannock. That is the reason why there 1s so 
much activity in strengthening the works immediately in front of Rich- 
mond. They know that we can scarcely assail that city by the Jand 
route, for that compels a long line of communications, which experience 
tells them they can break up with a small and active body of cavalry ; 
hence another reason for fortifying the James and closing the water 
approaches against our iron-clads. All these considerations make the 
campaign about Suffolk a rather important feature of the war and not 
a mere episode. It appears to be over for the present, but we trust that 
the vigilance, activity, and skill which have thus far baffled the enemy 
will continue to be exerted, and that General Peck will have supports 
at hand. Longstreet’s withdrawal may only be temporary, to wait the 
tardy arrival of Hill from North Carolina. 

The Richmond Examiner of November 27, 1863, has the following in 
its leading editorial upon Lieutenant-General Longstreet and his Knox- 
ville and Suffolk campaigns, which are pronounced as parallel failures. 
The liberal admissions by the rebel press at the time and now respect- 
ing the Suffolk operations are highly creditable to the command of 
Major-General Peck, and ought to satisfy those who sought to under- 
rate that campaign: 


Perhaps the result might have been different if Longstreet and his corps of the Vir- 
ginia army had been in line. His operations in East Tennessee afford little compen- 
sation for the reverse at Chattanooga, nor have the late bare and scanty news from 
that quarter sustained the high hope which the public justly based on the first intel- 
ligence briskly forwarded by General Bragg. His telegram declared that Longstreet’s 
cavalry had pursued the enemy into Knoxville, that the infantry was close up, and 
it was natural to suppose that the next news would be that of Knoxville’s recapture; 
but the next news from Longstreet contained a mention of intrenching, which sug- 
gested disagreeable reminiscences of Suffolk. Since then little or nothing has been 
heard from Longstreet unless we are to receive the unoflicial story of the telegraph 
this morning to be trustworthy. Oh, that it may beso! His pressure on Burnside 
has undoubtedly quickened Grant’s attack on Bragg, while the absence of his whole 
corps'from the Confederate line at the time of Sherman’s arrival in the Federal host 
has given the enemy a great opportunity. It was during the parallel campaign of 
Longstreet against Suffolk that Hooker made his coup at Chancellorsville; but he 
found there Jackson, while Grant had to do with Bragg alone. 


Hpqgrs. ARMy AND DisTRICT oF NoRtTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., December 25, 1863. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to make the following supplementary 
report as a part of my report of operations during the siege of Suffolk 
in April and May last: 
The name of Col. J. P. McMahon, One hundred and sixty-fourth New 


York, should have been in the paragraph commencing with “Colonel 
Murphy, commanding brigade.” 
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My right flank rested upon the Upper Nansemond for some 8 miles 
a narrow, shallow, and tortuous stream, offering great facilities to an 
enterprising enemy for crossing and cutting the communications with 
Norfolk. Including this the whole line extending to the Dismal Swamp 
was from 12 to 15 miles in length; besides a force in observation was 
requisite at South Mills, 30 miles distant, the key of the southern ap- 
proaches to the swamp. In view of these and other objections I advised 
the withdrawal of the troops to a new and short line near Portsmouth 
after the reduction of the rebel and Union fortifications. : 

The advance of Pettigrew toward New Berne and of Hill upon Little 
Washington were only feints (our casualties being less than a dozen at 
both places) made by order of Longstreet some days before the date 
fixed for his own advance upon Suffolk for the purpose of inducing the 
authorities in North Carolina to call on Virginia for re-enforcements. 
As designed, 10,000 were asked for North Carolina, of which I was con- 
tributing 3,000 on the 10th. The information reached Longstreet at 
Franklin, and he crossed the Blackwater that night. - 

Major-General Hooker kindly telegraphed that he had advices that 
General Hill would join Longstreet. The time when the North Caro- 
lina troops arrived is material. Major Stratton, of the cavalry, re- 
ported the fact on the 20th, and I did the same on the 25th, some of 
them being captured. Major Stratton was correct, for Major-General 
Foster advised that the enemy retired from Little Washington on the 
evening of the 15th, and that the deserters said the cause was that they 
were ordered to re-enforce the army in Virginia. 

May 4, while in full pursuit of the columns of Longstreet and Hill 
toward the Blackwater, an order was received to dispatch General Gor- 
don with a large force to West Point. Ten thousand additional were 
also ordered to be held in readiness to move at a moment’s notice, leav- 
ing but the ordinary small garrison intact at Suffolk and of course end- 
ing offensive operations. 

On May 4 prisoners were taken representing forty odd regiments and 
independent commands, which gives some idea of the organization and 
masses of the enemy. The many miles of earthworks thrown up by the 
rebels were constructed by the troops. Lest the contrabands should 
come into my lines the bulk of them were left on the other side of the 
Blackwater. 

It is proper to remark that the forces under my command from Sep- 
tember to April, 1863, were rated by the public at twice and even thrice 
the actual numbers. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Brig. Gen. LORENZO THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General, U. S. Army. 
[Indorsement. ] 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE HAST, — 
New York City, January 21, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded. 
The withdrawal of the troops to a line nearer Norfolk was suggested 
by me after the investment of Suffolk and was ordered by the General. 


in-Chief. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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Return of Cast 


[Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, etc. ] 
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Enlisted men. 
| Aggregate. 


COROORAN’S DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. MicHakL CORCORAN. 
Terry’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. Henry D. TERRY. 
26th Michigan * . Len ca encase een ecaneehe aves lauds an fe mates canes 
130th New York .-. a 
SO ING WW OF Ee Sa BS inc aaa pa WEE owe ae nce am blame a fein iat caer | cre ea tee eee 


1st Battalion New York Sharpshooters 
167th Pennsylvania ---. 


: x llth Rhode Island*.-.......- 

a Total Terry’s brigade 

; cs Foster's Brigade. 
ae ; Col. Ropert S. Foster. 

e 18th Indiana ..-.---- 
a 6th Massachusetts * 

soe 112th New York * -- 
~ 169th New York ..- 
165th Pennsylvania 

. POGEDRP ANUS VAVADIS oa mcn= sche cn «em aeeSaneasigee. ocebsecnaaeleecees 
a el a Le i Se Nae eel SES ma ra | ieee Selo kbs Ne Es), 
: otal Woster’abrigade)<-.<<2..ssnssucc toebenes lece 
i Murphy's Brigade. 


Col. MaTtHEWw Murray. 


10th New Jersey * 
HOUAUNOW OY OUR <6 2c ccane. pe one nin 
= T@stneNew Work 22.25. 5.5cclene 
2a PEL EA NOW MON Gt carn nnonnwaninvseneitevorcreroneneeereenlue 
Deeg flere York t coos ss -seccasccazesnctssecesousteeteei|aenes waste ae ioe ae 
OMEN NY 8 HMAC cccc ahve mee cencaesenecleeme oe 
Total Corcoran’s division 
GETTY’S DIVISION. 
ys, Brig. Gen. Grorer W. Gerry. 
. First Brigade. 
a Col. Rusu C. Hawkins. 
is 10th New Hampshire * % 
ot 9th New York* * 
; MOU EING IER OL ase eee res sao oee sur enaseecce nese cunn S 
PYREL IRENE VAD cha ae ee ee ne I Sn q 
117th New York* vi 
: Total First Brigade 
i 
*No loss reported. 
fOr Sixty-ninth Now York National Guard Artillery. é 
- 3 ? 
% 
ie 


— Te 


Caio or 
Wounded. missing. 
A r=] 
oO 
a a | $s 
nD D wn 
z | o|als a 4 
= Second Brigade: 
Brig. Gen. EDWARD HARLAND. 
See es eran aes Ma ueseee hal asad A | are, 1G) pees |e | nO 
RR rete e te a 2 ote, week ala tae pO ae eet era 6 
Dee ee UeeceER e LAR [ ee! earn Ml oT Rea ek Si 5 
eee eon e. fhe oh ie ce ee RICE Seach: all ee 
Pe esina Brigades of seche = Ses Sere Se ie CN ese a aee se 54 
Third Brigade. ; were 
, Col. ArTHUR H. DuTToN. 

Rt MOorncotlont<. 2...5. 220: -i2+ 2.anesde soccsedtccanec|-ccoee ges sulk 4 
Wer Maw Elampshire &.......ccsccnc celle iif 14 Seale 19 
25h 8. oc acee Sete eee ae vd ets (ee Ea aeaaec Orr 15 
Patiebodelsland>s)5scos ween eee Diep Meis wane aula eee kmesweeimie at EG ectaters COA aS Ea 3 

Total Third Brigade ............---22-22+0eeee0e- 7 ar rh ey ER oer 


Tight Artillery. 


1st Pennsylvania, Battery A* 
«-5th.U. S., Battery A -..-------------2----- eee eee eee ee: 


Total Light Artillery. -..--..--.--------+---++++- 
Motal Getty’s division -~.--..-~----.-2-.<.<----.- 


GURNEY’S DIVISION. 
Col. WILLIAM GURNEY. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. BuRR PortTeER. 


eran Connecricut.-.4--- 5-7 .sece<e05 
40th Massachusetts 
EN STRING NONE boc eae ccaie or once da owen was fecinwies sais) manners 
Total Second Brigade 
Third Brigate. 


Col. RoperT 8. HUGHSTON. 


ae TiheNiewW MOK. to. c-+-- + o+-ensccedwewccmneratceerser|nncaeh|snevee 

ARAN EN OW MOY Koceen <c-cecic = one ccac-eecnce--cneevecese|woeese|mnamcse 

WADA) NOW VOLK. < oe - 5-2 0 conn rn mmc enn ececececcn-|econee|-s0sc0 

{44th New VYerk.....--.-ccc~--------ceee-enos-- eee BP sca Pen 

Deri aa Baten e sich nt saians=» covsemnaseloasndnlvenue 

Total Gurney’s divisiont ...-----------+---+--2e+]-ne nee |ene- ee 
RESERVE BRIGADE. 


Col. Davin W. WARDROP. 


Z/ 99th New York...... Re ete ee tal oie aire ial aim oinininie sim vier mist ateiam 13 4 
he L1Sth New York®. .---2-- 22. cnnc nn ccc ccc emcee ene n ence nel ewww nn |enwnne|ooecen|-c0--- [oe e-|-------- 
Oth Vermont... eee ene nee ween ce enw e cere ee nen lemme lcm w nel enenee|seenne |e ennn- 
19th Wisconsin*.........------+------e2- ee --er seer eeel ones nallsetece eS baer eee 
sss Potal Regerve Brigade...-.----------+---eeee ee ee fen eee a 13 4 
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* No loss reported. 
tNo loss. ‘‘ Not under fire,”’ 


CAVALRY. 


Ist New York Monnted Riflos.........00-----.2--e-0 J Sig ri hers Sa aS 
(TI Gt Ny sil kOe ips eer Pee eae e Reso erect a ase taal sere ecco Macrae) roses soseion|pocsver ta | aes 


| | ) — 


ERORAN CAN DUI ctetta rd am lelarece e!a\ alate mn Rosle eietal ie owen | Rarer Oates ence 
LIGHY ARTILLERY. 


Capt. FREDERICK M. FOLierr. 


4th U. S., Battery LL. 
2d Wisconsin Battery 
4th Wisconsin Battery. 
MuiAl Liphh latory er. C0-, ck hon Siena ese 
HEAVY ARTILLERY. - 


Capt. Joun A. BLAKn. 


povbectalion Chird: Pennsylvaniats 2.2. seteee es 90s |oeencc|tseeaclincees |. . eee 


UNASSIGNED. 
3d New York (Battalion) * 


Grenidntotals ones nee eee tase eee ene eee eas 3 38 18 


* No loss reported. 


b Officers killed.—Col. Benjamin Ringold, One hundred and third New York ; Capt. Lewis H. B 


Thirteenth Now Hampshire; and Chaplain Francis I. Butler, Twenty-fifth New Ji orsey. pete. 


No. 6. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Michael Corcoran, U. 8. Army, commanding First 
Division, Seventh Army Corps. 


pars. First Division, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 

) | Suffolk, Va.,. May —, 1863. 

A _ MaAsor: In compliance with orders from headquarters I respectfull 
ar submit the following report as to the operations on the: Edenton ate 


__ Somerton roads and the line of defenses under my command, extendi ‘ 
hi from Fort Nansemond to Fort Halleck, during the late inv ars ; 
____ this place by the enemy: ; as o sovestnont os : 


On Saturday, April 11, it being reported that the enemy wa ‘ 
ing against this place, I immediately repaired to my front and had al 
the troops placed under arms and ready for action. The enemy did 
noty however, advance within sight, and this condition of affairs re- 
mained until Monday afternoon following, when an advance was made 


\ 
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by the enemy on the Somertonroad. He opened upon us with artillery. 
The guns of Forts Union, Nansemond, and McClellan replied with such 
effect as to very soon silence theirs and drive the enemy back. Some 
skirmishing ensued, in which detachments from the Thirteenth Indiana 
and One hundred and twelfth New York Volunteers and One hundred 
and sixty-fifth and One hundred and sixty-sixth Pennsylvania Militia 
took part and deserve great credit for their actions on that occasion. 
Our picket lines were re-established that afternoon. 

On Wednesday, the 15th, Col. J. P. McMahon, of the One hundred 


‘and sixty-fourth Regiment New York Volunteers, went out on the 


Edenton road for the purpose of reconnoitering the enemy’s position. 
He brought with him three companies of infantry, one from the One 
hundred and sixty-fourth, One hundred and fifty-fifth, and One hundred 
and seventieth Regiments respectively, two companies of cavalry of 
the First New York Mounted Rifles, under the command of Major Pat- 
ton, and one howitzer, They started out just before daylight, drove in 
the enemy’s pickets, and engaged the Seventeenth Virginia Regiment, 
capturing 4 prisoners and killing and wounding several. They found 
that the enemy were in considerable force a short distance from his 
outposts. 

On the same day Colonel Spear, of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cav- 
alry, went out on the Somerton road with a small force, consisting of 
four companies of infantry, two from the One hundred and ‘sixty-fifth 
and One hundred and sixty-sixth Pennsylvania Militia respectively, two 
pieces of the Seventh Massachusetts Battery, one company of his own 
regiment, with guns, and three companies of cavalry, and made an at- 
tempt to charge their rifle-pits, but this movement was not as success- 
ful as was anticipated it would be. Small parties were from time to 
time afterward sent out on the several roads, also in the direction of 
the Dismal Swamp and along the Jericho Canal, but nothing of interest 
occurred. The object of the parties sent in the latter direction was to 
discover if the enemy were endeavoring to get through in that locality, 
but no evidence of any such attempt could be discovered. 

On April 24 an expedition, which had been for some time in contem- 
plation, went out under my command on the Edenton road. It con- 
sisted of about 5,000 infantry, 500 cavalry, and 10 picces of artillery. 
I assigned Col. R..S. Foster to the command of the infantry; Colonel 
Spear had charge of the cavalry, and Captain Simpson of the artillery. 
A small party went out at the same time on the Somerton road to en- 
gage the attention of the enemy there and co-operate with us on the 
Edenton road if necessary. We advanced about 4 miles and met the 
enemy’s outposts. The pickets retired, and we found the enemy’s ad- 
vance, behind rifle-pits. Our artillery opened, and after considerable 
firing on both sides the enemy was driven from his position and our 
skirmishers occupied it. The firing still continued a short time, and 
finally the enemy fell back some distance and ceased firing. In accord- 
ance with my instructions I gave instructions not to follow, and we 
slowly returned to camp. As full reports of this and the other affairs 
above alluded to have already been furnished I refrain from giving any 
extended or detailed account of them. 

On the 2d instant, about 11 p. m., we received information from two de- 
serters that the enemy was retreating from our front, and 1 immediately 
went in person to the major-general commanding and reported the in- 
formation and that I had ordered a force out on the Edenton and 
Somerton roads. The major-general having approved of my action I 
started out myself, ordering an additional force to follow. Colonel Fos- 
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ter went on the Somerton road and General Dodge on the Edenton. , I 
accompanied the latter. He crossed over to the Somerton and met the 
force under Coionel Foster at Leesville; we advanced some distance 
farther, and as it was then apparent that the enemy were beyond reach I 
ordered the troops to return, except a few cavalry left for the purpose 
of picking up the enemy’s stragglers. On the march we captured a large 
number of prisoners, arms, &c. 

From the commencement of the affair the ofticers and men evinced 
the most commendable disposition to do their whole duty, always on the 
alert and ever ready to obey all commands of their superior officers. 

The works, which at the beginning were unfinished, by unceasing ex- 
ertions were soon completed, while other works of defense were also as 
rapidly and cheerfully erected. The woods in front were cleared to a 
great extent by slashing parties, who were at work at times night and 
days The pickets maintained their ground, except upon two or three 
occasions when they were forced to retire by overpowering numbers, 
and deserve great praise for their courage and vigilance; in fact the 
desire exhibited by the troops to meet the enemy either inside or outside 
the works gave undoubted assurance that the enemy would have been 
encountered, had he attempted to carry out his intention of attackin g 
this place, with as courageous and determined a resistance as could pos- 
sibly be made by gallant men. I feel called upon to state that I was 
ably assisted throughout the whole time by General Dodge and Colonel 
Foster, who, respectively, commanded portions of my front, and that 
they were always at the post of duty and carried out their instructions 
upon all occasions promptly and cheerfully. I send their reports here- 
with. 

I remain, major, your most obedient servant, 

MICHAEL CORCORAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. B. B. Foster, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


‘ HEADQUARTERS DIvIsIon, 
Fairfax Court-House, Va., December 14, 1863. 

MAJor: I beg leave to state that I understand I inadvertently 
omitted to give in my report of the operations at Suffolk, Va., an esti- 
mate as to the probable strength of the enemy during the investment 
and therefore request that the followin g supplement may be appended 
to said report: 
_ From information received from deserters the strength of Longstreet’s 
forces at his approach ranged between 32,000 to 45,000, none under the 
former, which was corroborated by the statement of a man claiming to 
have been in the commissary department, who reported that 34,000 
rations had been issued at the Blackwater when Longstreet was pre. 
paring to cross. 

During the first three days not less than 40 prisoners and d 

s a ‘ esert 

were examined, whose statements convinced me that the strength of 
the enemy at that time was not less than 32,000. The deserters from 
Pe he opel aaee the fact that many of-the regiments had 
Just been filled up to men; some were very weak 
seems to have been about 500.’ ‘ ene pee 

Many of the deserters had run great risks to re i 
being either of Northern birth o 2 See 
rate information. 


Bs Z , and, 
r Irishmen, were anxious to give accux 
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It is certain that the whole of Longstreet’s grand corps, comprising 
the entire divisions of Pickett, Hood, and French, were engaged in the 
first advance on Suffolk, as well as Jenkins’ division, of the Blackwater 
troops, who took position on the Edenton road on the fourth day of the 
siege. 

The disposition of the rebel force during the first two weeks of the 
siege was, in my opinion, as follows: Jenkins’ (probably 4,000 strong) 
mainly in position on the Edenton road near Darden’s Mill; Pickett?s 
division (of four brigades) on the Somerton road, his right meeting 
Jenkins’ left in the woods between the Edenton and Somerton; Hood’s 
division on the South Quay, connecting with Pickett opposite Fort 
Nansemond; French on the Providence Church road and river line. 

During the pursuit of the enemy, on the morning of their retreat 
(May 4), we ascertained beyond the possibility of a doubt that on May 


1 or 2 two brigades of North Carolina troops (Garnett’s and another) | 


joined Pickett, and encamped with him on the Somerton. During that 
pursuit nearly 300 prisoners were captured from forty different regi- - 
ments, all of which had been encamped on the Edenton and Somerton 
roads, and were from Jenkins’ and Pickett’s divisions and the two North 
Carolina brigades exclusively. : 

These prisoners rather increased than diminished the previous esti- 
mates of the enemy’s strength and confirmed fully the statements of 
deserters and people residing in the vicinity. 

The vast and formidable lines of the enemy’s works could not have 
been constructed in twenty-three days by less than 35,000 troops, con- 
sidering the constant state of activity in which they were kept by the 
movements of our forces. Our own troops were incessantly engaged in 
fatigue duty, and certainly performed less than one-fourth of the labor 
done by the enemy. 

I am convinced by the foregoing facts that the enemy under command 
of Longstreet during the investment of Suffolk was not less than 34,000 
men, exclusive of Hill’s re-enforcements. 

IT am, major, yours, very respectfully, 
MICHAEL CORCORAN, 
Brigadier-General. 
Maj. B. B. FosrEr, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 7. 


Report of Maj. Alexander G. Patton, First New York Mounted Rifles, of 
skirmish on the Edenton road, April 15. 


Camp First MOUNTED RIFLES, 
Suffolk, Va., April 18, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that at 3 o’clock on the morn- 
ing of the 15th instant I left this camp to make a reconnaissance on the 
Edenton road, to attack the enemy, and, if possible, to ascertain his force. 
My command consisted of Company EH, Captain Gregory; Company M, 
Captain Masten, and one howitzer, in charge of Corporal McConnoll, of 
Company D, all of this regiment. At Fort Dix I was joined by Colonel 
MeMahon with two companies of infantry. ; 

We proceeded cautiously for some 24 miles, when, having approached 
near to the enemy’s pickets, I directed one shot to be fired from the 
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howitzer; Captain Gregory to charge down the road with his company, 
Captain Masten supporting him, the howitzer party having directions 
to advance at quick-time with the infantry, supported by a detail from 
our picket guard under Captain Poor commanding Company D. The 
road was found to have been barricaded no less than eight times, but 
such was the rapidity of our movement that the outer sentry at the 
enemy’s camp was captured. 

Charging upon the right of the enemy they were found to be drawn 
up in line of battle in the woods, and the advance fell back to await the 
arrival of the remainder of the party, which on coming up was formed 
in an open field on the right of the road and in front of the enemy. 
Company D was then deployed as skirmishers on the edge of the woods 
to cover our right and a charge made upon the right of the enemy, 
which was met by a galling fire and we were forced to fall back. At 
about the same moment the infantry rushed forward, cheering, and at- 
tacked their left, and by their rapid and effective fire, in conjunction 
with that of the howitzer opening on their right, forced them to fall 
back through their camp on the cross-roads leading just niles to 
the Somerton road. At this point we charged again, driving the enemy 
some distance, but losing 2 men of Company D, whom (the enemy at 
length having received re-enforcements of infantry and artillery) we 
were forced to leave in their hands. ; 

Having accomplished the object of the movement and destroyed the 
camp of the enemy we fell back leisurely, without annoyance, the en- 
teed appearing to be too much crippled to attempt any offensive opera- 

ONS. . 

Our loss in the affair was 2 men wounded and prisoners from Com- 
pany D, and 1 wounded; and 1 man wounded in the howitzer party 
and 18 horses killed and wounded. p 

I have to acknowledge the efficient aid rendered me by Colonel Me- 
Mahon and the infantry under his command, and to present to your 
notice Corporal McConnoll, who handled the howitzer in the most. efti- 
cient manner. 

Sek the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
> a 9 


Major, First Ni oF G. PATTON, 
ie. € Major, Hirst New York A ifles 
Brig. Gen. M. Corcoran. — ” w Lork Mounted Rifles, 


No. 8. 


Itinerary of the First Brigade Brig. Gen. Henry D. Terry, U. 
commanding, April 11-30" Y U. 8. Army, 


folk. The brigade immediatel < position i rene 
Natnlsnoa ede sa tely took position in the trenches and have 
April 17, Friday.—A_ reconnaissance was isti sar 
companies of the One hundred and thirtieth nen Foe Vohnics a Rice 
companies of the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers, and one en Re 
of the New York State Sharpshooters, for the purpose of ispertaiente 
the foree of the enemy in front. They were found in force in rifle aie 
with large reserves. The loss sustained was as follows: Killed pee 
: : 


April 11, Saturday.—The cnemy appeared before and invested Suf. 


*From Return of Brigade for April, 1863. 
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vates of the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers and 1 private of the 


One hundred and thirtieth New York Volunteers; wounded, 4 privates 


of the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers, 5 privates of the One hun- 
dred and thirtieth New York Volunteers, and 1 private of the eighth 


‘company New York State Sharpshooters. 


No. 9. 


Report of Col. Robert 8. Foster, Thirteenth Indiana Infantry, command- 
ing Second Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS FOSTER’S BRIGADE, 

Suffolk, Va., May 9, 1863. 
CAPTAIN: In pursuance of circular from your headquarters I have 
the honor of submitting the following report of the part taken by my 

command during the twenty-three days of the investment of Suffolk : 
Upon receiving information on Saturday, April 11, of the approach 
of the enemy I immediately visited my command and found them occu- 
pying their respective positions previously assigned. Every arrange- 


_ment was made to secure as strong a defense as possible. No evidence 


of the enemy’s appearance on my front until Sunday. 

On Monday, the 13th, the pickets on the Somerton road were driven 
in by a foree of infantry and cavalry, the pickets maintaining their 
ground as long as possible. The enemy opened on us with artillery, 
and immediately the guns from Forts Union, Nansemond, and McClel- 


- lan responded and silenced their guns. At 3.30 p.m. Isentout a party 


~ 


of skirmishers, accompanying them myself, consisting of details from 
the Thirteenth Indiana, One hundred and twelfth New York Volun- 
teers, and One hundred and sixty-fifth and One hundred and sixty-sixth 
Pennsylvania Militia. They advanced rapidly and drove the enemy’s 
skirmishers back to their reserve at Brothers’ house, on the Somerton 
road. I then established my old picket line, extending from the right 
of Fort Union to Fort Nansemond, and have maintained said line 
throughout the siege. 

Too much praise cannot be given to the detachments from the above- 
mentioned regiments in their skirmishing on that day. At the earnest 
solicitations of Colonel Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, I sent 
out two pieces of the Fourth Wisconsin Battery, under Captain Vallee, 
supported by one company of the One hundred and sixty-fifth Pennsyl- 
vania Militia. After having fired a fewroundsI recalledthem. In the 
morning I ordered the houses on the Somerton road near the reserve 
picket station burned, which was accomplished. The enemy used the 
white house of Brothers as a shelter, and I was anxious to destroy it if 
possible. To this end I dispatched on several occasions a party of 
skirmishers to effect this object, but the overpowering force of the 
enemy prevented. 

On Wednesday Colonel Spear (with orders from General Corcoran) 
took command of a small party, consisting of two companies of the One 
hundred and sixty-fifth Pennsylvania Militia, two companies of the One 
hundred and sixty-sixth Pennsylvania Militia, two pieces of the Sev- 
enth Massachusetts Battery, one company of his own regiment, with 
guns, and'three companies of cavalry, and made an attempt to charge 
their rifle-pits at Brothers’ house, but, without success. 

On Thursday, April 16, a party of skirmishers, under Lieutenants 
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Wallick and Conron, of the Thirteenth Indiana, were sent out. They 
exchanged a few shots with the enemy, but found them too strong to 
make any advance. : : . 

On the succeeding day I sent Lieutenants Zent and Conron with a 
party of the Thirteenth Indiana to flank the works at the white house 
if possible. After a sharp engagement they were obliged to withdraw. 
In this encounter Lieutenant Conron received a wound from which he 
died a few days after. He was a brave and gallant officer, and sacri- 
ficed his life in his zeal to accomplish my desire. In all these skir- 
-mishes the men and officers from the different regiments behaved ina 
gallant and praiseworthy manner, and one name I wish particularly to 
mention: Private Bircham, Company I’, Thirteenth Indiana Volunteers. 

On Saturday, the 18th, an unusual quietude prevailed on the picket 
lines. The pickets of the One hundred and twelfth New York ex- 
changed newspapers with the enemy’s pickets and received the assur- 
ance they would not be fired on as pickets. The Thirteenth Indiana 
was ordered to report to General Getty at the small-pox hospital. 

On Sunday a portion of my command was ordered to be in readiness 
to form a part of an expedition on the Edenton road, and I also organ- 
ized a party to push out on the Somerton road to co-operate with the 
former party. Said expedition was postponed and did not go out until 
the succeeding Friday. 

The forces from my front consisted of the Eleventh, Fifteenth, and 
Sixteenth Connecticut and the Thirteenth Indiana, under command of 
Colonel Beach, Sixteenth Connecticut; the One hundred and sixty- 
ninth New York and five companies of the One hundred and twelfth 
New York forming a part of Colonel Drake’s command. I was intrusted 
with the command of infantry. A report has already been furnished of 
the result of the expedition.* I have kept large details from the dif. 
ferent regiments at work during the whole time building new works 
and strengthening the old, chopping the trees on the front, and in 
every way doing all I could to make our means of resistance as suc- 
cessful as possible. Upon hearing of the enemy’s departure, early on 
Monday morning, and under General Corcoran’s directions, I started 
in pursuit of the enemy, the result of which has already been furnished 
you officially. 

During the time, Ihave had the following regiments on my front: 
The One hundred and sixty-ninth New York was added to my brigade 
on April 17. In addition to my brigade the Eleventh, Fifteenth “and 
Sixteenth Connecticut and One hundred and forty-third, One hundred 
and twenty-seventh, and One hundred and eighteenth New York have 
occupied a portion of my front at different periods. The Seventh Mas- 
sachusetts, First Delaware, Sixteenth New York, and Fourth and Sec- 
ond Wisconsin Batteries also constituted at different times a part of 
my command. All the above commands exerted themselves to the dis- 
charge of their duties in an acceptable and praiseworthy manner, at all 
times meeting every detail with promptness and in every way discharg- 
ing their duties in a soldierlike manner. During the time, in the dif- 
ferent expeditions and skirmishes, the enemy met with a heavy loss, as 
subsequent events prove. , 
pe et S. FOSTER, 

olone mmandi dae 
Capt. J. J. BLODGE?T, » Commanding Brigade, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generatl. 


“Return of the Second Brigade, Third Division, Seventh Ar arin 
of April, 1863, shows a loss in this affair of 3 killed and lL wounded? or the month 
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‘ No. 10. 
Report of Lieut. Col. John McConihe, One hundred and sixty-ninth New. 
York Infantry. 


- HEADQUARTERS 169TH New YoRK VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp Griswold, Suffolk, Va., May 8, 1863. _ 

ADJUTANT: In pursuance of your circular, dated May 7, requiring 
commanders of regiments to prepare and send in an official report of 
the part taken by their respective commands in the scenes of the past 
twenty-three days, I beg leave to report that the One hundred and 
sixty-ninth Regiment New York State Volunteers left Martindale Bar- 
racks, Washington, D. C., on the morning of April 15, with orders to 
go to Norfolk, reporting en route at Fort Monroe. We were transported 
by the steamer John Warner to Norfolk, Va., arriving there on the 16th 
instant. The same day we were transported by rail to Suffolk, Va., 
arriving there late in the night, and on the morning of April 17 we 
were, by order of General Peck, attached to Acting Brigadier-General 
Foster’s brigade, and occupied a camp near the breastworks on the 
Somerton road. From this date up to April 24 we continued to furnish 
fatigue parties to work on the fortifications. 

On April 24 the regiment was placed in the Second Provisional Bri- 
gade, Col. J. C. Drake commanding, and moved out on the Edenton 
road with the other forces, and took part in the reconnaissance in force 
made by General Corcoran on that occasion. The regiment was placed 
far in advance of all others in support of Captain Follett’s battery (D, 
Fourth U. 8. Artillery), and unflinchingly faced a continuous and un- 
abating shower of shell, grape, and canister from the well-directed fire 
of the enemy until orders were received to retire, the object of the re- 
connaissance having been accomplished. The colonel (Clarence Buell) 
was severely wounded by a piece of shell, and Lieutenant Hughes, of 
Company A, was badly injured in the leg by a shell; BH. H. Brock, of 
Company H, was instantly killed, the back and top of his head being 
carried away by a shell; Major Alden’s horse was wounded in the neck 
by a shell and the major bruised; Corporal Noyes, Privates Falen, 
Fogarty, and Kennely were wounded. 

On April 28 Captain Vaughn, of Company F, was detailed for the 
purpose of making a reconnaissance through the Jericho Canal; which 
expedition was eminently successful, being made through an overflowed 
swamp, almost impenetrable on account of the depth of the water and 
the nature of the vines, brush, and timber, and at a time when the rain 
fell unceasingly for the two days (the 28th and 29th) that the said com- 
pany was absent. E i 

On May 3 the regiment stood under arms on Main street durin g the 
day, being ordered to act as a reserve, in conjunction with the Thir- 
teenth Indiana Regiment, under Colonel Dobbs, to a force which crossed 
the Nansemond at the foot of said street, and attacked the enemy on 
the Providence Church road. During the night the regiment occupied 
Fort Peck and the rifle-pits on the left of said fort at the foot of Main 
street. 

Monday, the 4th, the regiment returned to camp, and has been en- 
gaged in doing picket duty and furnishing fatigue parties. 


I am, very respectfull 
Bite se St JOHN McCONIHE, | 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Lieut. S. E. Marvin, A. A. A. G., Gen. Foster's Brigade, Suffolk, Va. 


296 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. - (Cmar. XXX, 


No. 11. 


Itinerary of the Third Brigade, Col. Mathew Murphy, One hundred and 
eighty-second New York Infantry, commanding, April 9-May 3.* 


In accordance with General Orders, No. 22, from Headquarters United 

States Forces, Suffolk, Va., issued April 9, 1863, Brigadier-General Cor- 
coran assumed command of the First Division, Seventh Army Corps; 
whereupon the senior colonel, Mathew Murphy, assumed, by right of 
rank, command of the Irish Legion, and immediately issued his General 
Orders, No. 5, to that effect, appointing Lieut. J: Townsend Connolly, of 
the Sixty-ninth Regiment, his acting assistant adjutant-general, and 
established his headquarters at Fort Dix, on the southeast front of our 
lines, facing the Edenton road. 
' April 11.—The enemy invested Suffolk and soon after (the next day 
or 80) worked around gradually from the South Quay, when our pickets 
were first driven in to the Jamestown and Edenton roads. Immediately 
on the first alarm the long roll was beaten, and the troops deployed in 
line along the breastworks, running right and left from Fort Dix. Their 
relative conditions continued as follows until the siege was raised: The 
Sixty-ninth Regiment defending works in front of its camp, on the right 
of the line; the One hundred and sixty-fourth Regiment next in line and 
first on the left of the said fort; the One hundred and fifty-fifth at first 
marched up from their camp in reserve and formed along the works, 
bivouacking at night between the One hundred and sixty-fourth and 
One hundred and Seventieth Regiments, and on the left of the One hun- 
dred and sixty-fourth. 

April 15.—No action was taken offensively on the part of this Legion 
against the enemy until the 15th instant, when a small force was sent 
out on the Edenton road to reconnoiter. This force consisted of one 
company from the One hundred and fifty-fifth Regiment (Company I) 
one Company from the One hundred and Seventieth, and one company 
{rom the One hundred and sixty-fourth (Company ©), together with a 
squadron of cavalry from the First New York Mounted Rifles, and one 
6-pounder, the whole force under the command of Colonel MeMahon of 
the One hundred and sixty-fourth Regiment, Major Patton having ch arge 
of the cavalry and gun. It started from Fort Dix at 2.30 a. m. and, 
after marching 24 miles out on the Edenton road, drove in the enem rg 
mounted pickets, followed them as rapidly as possible to ML 
where they found a rebel regiment drawn up in line of battle to receive 
them. The enemy were posted in the rear of a large field, on the right 
of the road covering a cross-road, which led across the mill-dam to the 
Somerton road. Here a conflict ensued of half an hour’s duration when 
the enemy retreated, taking up his second position on the opposite side 
of the mill-pond. _A few well-directed shots from the 6-pounder oun 
drove him from this place, when re-enforcements arrived to the enen 

/olonel McMahon, atter advising with Major Patton, deemed it hese 
retire, the object of the reconnaissance being accomplished, the antic 
camp equipage of the enemy captured, besides some provisions and 
» prisoners. Our loss was 9 men wounded and 3 killed—12 in all. 2 
list of casualties that have occurred in the entire brigade has be for 
warded through the proper channels, with names, nature &e. : ‘fits ag 
ks ie peter not to recapitulate here, as our space is limited ae 
this date (15th) until the 24th the brigade was engaged night and day 


*From Return of t .Cor ‘Tri: a : 
April, 1863, U he . Corcoran ; Trish Legion, Seventh Army Corps, 


for month of 
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in building intrenchments, digging and slashing, cutting trees to give 
full range to the guns, &c. 

April 23.—The Tenth New Jersey was assigned to this Legion, when 
the One hundred and fifty-fifth returned to camp in reserve and the 
Tenth New Jersey took its place between the One hundred and sixty- 
fourth and One hundred and seventieth Regiments. 

April 24.—The brigade accompanied General Corcoran on the grand 
reconnaissance in force of that date. Marching from Fort Dix down 
the Edenton road, double column closed in mass, it brought up the rear 
of the column and marched with it until halted in a large field on the - 
right, and formed line of battle to the right, while the artillery, cavalry, 
and skirmishers in front carried on the affair. Only one regiment was 
marched from this line (the One hundred and sixty-fourth, Colonel Mc- 
Mahon) previous to halting and forming line; it was sent to the front, 
under orders of General Corcoran, to support a line of skirmishers. In 
this regiment occurred our only loss. While occupying the enemy’s 
rifle-pits 15 men were wounded (1 mortally) and all borne off the field, 
when the order was given to fall back. The remaining regiments did - 
not engage the enemy, and consequently lost none. The column started 
from Fort Dix at about 2 p. m.and returned about 6 p.m. From this 
date until May 3 none of the regiments were engaged on other duty than 
fatigue, picket, &c. 

May 3.—The One hundred and seventieth Regiment accompanied 
General Getty on his reconnaissance in force across the Nansemond 
River, on the Smithfield road. An account of the proceedings in May 
will be deferred to the report of that month. 


No. 12. 


Report of Col. William McHvily, One hundred and fifty-fifth New York 
Infantry. 


Hopgrs. 155TH REGT. N. Y. STATE VOLS., 
CorcorAN LEGION, 1st Div., 7TH ARMY CORPS, 
Suffolk, Va., May 11, 1863. 

In compliance with orders received I here forward, for the informa- 
tion of the brigadier-general commanding southeast front during the 
time of the investment of Suffolk by the enemy, a detailed account of 
the operations of the One hundred and fifty-fifth Regiment New York 
Volunteers, under my command: 

An alarm from the apprehended approach of the rebels in force com- 
menced in the afternoon of April 11, and five companies of the regi- 
ment were sent to man the breastworks and four ordered to garrison 
Fort Dix. ; 

From April 11 to 19 the regiment remained doing duty on the line of 
breastworks, on which latter date all but three companies returned to 
camp, where an order was received to be in readiness for an advance 
against the enemy, but this order was not carried into effect as antici- 
vated. 

‘ On the morning of April 14 Company I, with detachments from other 
regiments under the command of Col. J. P. McMahon, One hundred 
and sixty-fourth Regiment New York Volunteers, had a skirmish with 
the enemy, and behaved with great gallantry, coolness, and determina- 
tion, driving the rebel forces, though superior in number, back on their 
line of intrenchments. Captain MeAnally and Privates Michael Den- 
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nison, John Glennon, John Gallivan, and John Leary were wounded in 
this fight. : 

On the 21st the regiment was ordered out for a reconnaissance, and 
proceeded as far as the breastworks, where it remained from 10 a. m. 
to 1.30 p. m., when the order was countermanded, and the regiment, 
after relieving the companies then in Fort Dix, with others. returned 
to camp. ’ 4 

N Suing of importance transpired until April 24, when the regiment 
prepared to move to Fort Halleck, according to an order received the 
day previous, but did not go on account of a second order countermand- 
ing it and requiring the regiment to at.once get ready to go on a re- 
connaissance, which it did, starting at 2 p. m. and returning at 6 p. m., 
having marched out about 3 miles on the Edenton road. No casualties 
occurred, the regiment not being called into action. The regiment re- 
mained in camp till the 26th, on which day Colonel McEvily received 
an order from Brigadier-General Dodge charging him with the defense 
of Fort Dix and the battery adjoining. 

Until May 2 nothing momentous occurred. At 10 o’clock in the even- 
ing of that day the long roll was beat, and the regiment marched up to 
Fort Dix, when, under command of General Corcoran, it went out on 
the Edenton road and re-established our pickets that had been driven 
in, went close to the enemy’s lines and then returned, arriving in camp | 
at 2 a. m. 

At 3.45 o’clock on May 4 the regiment, with other troops, started 
out in pursuit of the enemy, who were retreating, marching past their 
fortifications on the Edenton road and turning off on the Somerton 
road, and was orderéd to halt and hold the cross-roads known as Hol- 
land’s Corners ; the remainder of the force, the One hundred and sixty- 
fourth New York Volunteers, Sixty-ninth New York National Guard, 
and Company A, Thirteenth Indiana, together with a number of other 
regiments, went ahead in pursuit. Quite a number of prisoners here 
gave themselves up into our hands, and many were captured and sent 
back by the forces ahead. Toward evening all the troops returned to 
the Corners, and reported the enemy across the Blackwater River, since 
which the usual routine of regimental and garrison duties have been 
resumed. 

During the period of the investment of Suffolk by the enemy, unfor- 
tunately no opportunity occurred for the regiment to distinguish itself, 
although both officers and men showed by their cheerful discharge of 
every duty their willingness and anxiety to render every possible aid 
toward the discomfiture of the enemy, ; 

I am, lieutenant, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM McEVILY, 
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. | 
Lieut. J. T. CONNELLY, Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. : 


No. 13. 


Itinerary of the Reserve Brigade, Col. David W. Wardrop, Ninety-ni 
New York Infantry, commanding, April May yee 


This brigade was formed and Colonel Wardro 


. a io 2 
mand by Special Orders, No. 106, dated ets EEE ee 


l 24, 1863, from Head- 
“4 Ret f th i 
ois a May, 1363. of the Reserve Brigade, Seventh Army Corps, for the months of April 
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quarters, Suffolk, Va., Major-General Peck commanding. It then con- 
sisted of the Ninth Vermont Volunteers, Nineteenth Wisconsin Volun- 
teers, Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers, One hundred and eighteenth 
New York Volunteers, and the One hundred and fifty-second New York 
Volunteers. By Special Orders, No. 109, dated April 26, 1863, from 
Headquarters, Suffolk, Va., the One hundred and fifty-second New York 
Volunteers was detached from the brigade and attached to General 
Terry’s brigade. During the siege of Suffolk all the regiments have 
been actively employed in manning the rifle-pits and strengthening the 
fortifications and other duties of the defense. The following officers 
have been wounded by sharpshooters during the month, but before the 
formation of the brigade; 

April 23.—Capt. John E. White, commanding Company G, Ninety- 
ninth New York Volunteers; thigh and arm, slightly. 

April 24.—James Wilson, M. D., surgeon Ninety-ninth New York 
Volunteers; chest, slightly. 

May 1.—At the beginning of the month the various regiments com- 
posing the.brigade were posted in different parts of the defenses, under 
the immediate orders of the commanders of the several fronts on which 
they were stationed. 

On the afternoon of the 1st the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers, 
then under orders of Brigadier-General Terry, was sent out to recon- 
noiter the enemy’s rifle-pits. The enemy was found in strong force and 
the regiment was obliged to retire. Loss, 13 killed (or died of wounds) 
and 31 wounded. ‘Two officers, Capt. James H. Hart and Capt. Charles 
HK. Cartwright, were wounded; both slightly. 


No. 14. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Charles C. Dodge, U.S. Army, commanding South- 
east Front. 


HEADQUARTERS SOUTHEAST FRONT, Fort DIx, 
Suffolk, Va., May 7, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: In accordance with circular just received I have the honor 
to submit the following report of operations upon this (southeast) front, 
extending from Forts Union to Halleck, inclusive, since Saturday, April 
11, when I first assumed command: 

As at that time the enemy were already in our immediate front and 
the general disposition of our force complete, it only remained for me 
to carry out the orders received from Brigadier-General Corcoran, com- 
manding front defenses, to watch closely, and, if advisable, counteract 
any movement of the enemy; to make every preparation in my power 
for the defense of my line; to keep the troops constantly on the alert 
and ready for immediate service; to finish as rapidly as possible the 
various works then in process of erection, or which thereafter might be 
decided upon, including a large amount of slashing, &c. These orders 
were diligently complied with. 

It seeming advisable to ascertain the force and intentions of the enemy 
upon this immediate front, a detachment, under command of Colonel 
McMahon, One hundred and sixty-fourth Regiment New York Volun- 
teers, and consisting of three companies of infantry, a squadron of cav- 
alry (the First New York Mounted Rifles), and a mountain howitzer, 


ee 
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was advanced at daylight on the morning of the — ultimo, and vigor- 


ously engaged the rebel outposts, driving them quite back upon their 
rolubeble lip retired nearly a mile to the old mill, about 5 miles from 
this place. At this time about 3,000 men were reported on the Edenton 
road and vicinity. 

The rebels at once commenced throwing up.a redan and strong breast- 
works completely commanding the road and approaches to their posi- 
tion. Rifle-pits for the protection of their outposts were also con- 
structed. It was not considered advisable to attempt to prevent this 


as our forces were at that time too much engaged upon important duty © 


under General Getty. Slight skirmishing between the outposts con- 
tinued daily, with, however, but 2 casualties upon our part. Scouts 
were continually out, and every exertion was made to keep us fully 
informed of whatever the enemy might be attempting. Occasional de- 
serters from their ranks aided us greatly in this respect. 

On the — a force of some 200 infantry and an equal number of cav- 
alry, under the command of Col. 8. P. Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, endeavored to again feel the enemy on our front, but was 
oe to drive them from their rifle-pits, which were uncommonly de- 
ensible. 

On the — most of the troops along this front were detailed by the 
brigadier-general commanding for a reconnaissance in force under his 
own command. During his absence it became my duty to dispose, as 
advantageously as possible along General Corcoran’s front, such fresh 
troops as had been ordered up to defend the line in place of those re- 
lieved, and to prepare for any emergency that might occur upon either 
the Edenton or Somerton roads, upon which our forces were engaged. 
General Corcoran reported the enemy re-enforced to about 6,000 or 8,000 
men and eight pieces of artillery on the Edenton road. 

From the — ultimo to the .2d instant nothing of moment occurred 
along this front, and our men were kept most busy at the various fatioue 
work necessary, 3 

About 11 oclock on the evening of the 3d instant the officer of the 
day reported with two deserters, who informed us that the enemy were 
rapidly withdrawing their forces and en route for the Blackwater. The 
troops were at once ordered under arms and the report forwarded to 
headquarters south front, Investigation and additional deserters soon 


confirmed the first report, and with a column of about 150 cavalry, four » 


pieces of light artillery, and three regiments of infantry I started by 
command of Brigadier-General Corcoran, in pursuit. Advancing rap- 
idly but cautiously we soon arrived at the enemy’s earthworks which 
were found quite deserted. Pushing on, a small cavalry detachment 
was sent to Cypress Chapel, on the Edenton road where several rebel 
officers and men were secured, and with the main body we moved b 

the first available road over to the main Somerton road, and teavine 
a force at the cross-roads pushed on to Leesville, where we united with 
Colonel Foster’s column, which, starting simultaneously with ourselves 
and having some 5 miles less distance to travel, had reached that roint 
in advance of us and succeeded in picking up ‘large humbers of ‘gt o. 
glers and a portion of the enemy’s rear guard as prisoners . cua 
_ Brigadier-General Corcoran then assuming command of the united 
forces, we advanced some distance toward Holland’s Corners where ‘ 

consultation, it was decided that i et 
tion, at no advantage could be gained by push- 
ing the infantry farther, as our advanced scouts and others sported 


the main force of the enemy already ove ive . : 
strong earthworks there, Cavalry, h ee ee and occupying their 


7. Was thrown forward to. 
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 Holland’s Corners, Carrsville, Deserted House, &c., and succeeded in 


_bringing in some 40 or 50 prisoners. The entire column was then re- 


H 


turned to Suffolk and the troops resumed the usual regimental and 
general duties. 

2 During the time that I have been in command of this part of General 
Corcoran’s front occasional but immaterial changes have occurred in the 
troops and their dispositions. . 

I have but few casualties to report, a list of which has been forwarded. 


_ Much arduous labor has been accomplished, which can but prove satis- 


factory to'the general commanding. 

1 am happy to say in conclusion that with scarce an exception officers 
and men, under every circumstance of exposure, fatigue, and danger, 
have exhibited such cheerful endurance, earnest faithfulness, and eager . 
desire to meet the enemy as must always insure them success, while it 
merits the admiration and gratitude of the commanding generals. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES C. DODGE, 
Brigadier-General. 
Capt. J. J. BLODGETT, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 15. 


Report of Brig. Gen. George W. Getty, U. 8. Army, commanding Third 
Division, Ninth Army Corps. 


Hpgrs. THIRD Division, NintH Army Corps, 
Suffolk, Va., May 12, 1863. 

Sir: On April 11, the alarm of the enemy’s approach being given, 
in compliance with the orders of the major-general commanding, the 
troops of this division were called out under arms. The pickets along 
the northeastern front were strengthened; two companies of the Tenth 
New Hampshire were placed in Fort Halleck, where they remained 
until May 10; the troops under Colonel Dutton engaged in fortifying 
the river; the Twenty-first Connecticut and five companies of the Thir- 
teenth New Hampshire at Fort Connecticut; the Fourth Rhode Island, 
One hundred and third New York, and the remainder of the Thirteenth 
New Hampshire at Fort Stevens were called in. Three companies, 
however, of the Thirteenth New Hampshire were ordered to remain at 
Fort Connecticut, with orders to observe the river, resist any attempt 
of the enemy to cross until the last moment, and then to fall back to 
Suffolk over the corduroy bridge across Broer’s Creek, taking up the 
bridge. The troops remained under arms and on the alert during the 
night. The Second Brigade strengthened the south front between 
Forts Union and McClellan, and remained in this position until April 
28, with the exception of the Highth Connecticut Volunteers, which, on 
the 14th, was ordered to the river front, where it has since remained. 

On the 18th General Harland was assigned to the command of the 
front from Fort Halleck to Battery Onondaga, and on the 28th the 
Eleventh and Fifteenth Regiments Connecticut Volunteers, and on the 
29th the Sixteenth Connecticut Volunteers, reported to him. 

On the 12th Col, A. H. Dutton, commanding the Third Brigade, 
was placed in command of the line of defenses included between Torts 
Jericho and Halleck, and at once set to work throwing up rifle-pits 
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and fortifying his position. Under Colonel Dutton’s supervision the 
front between Fort Halleck and Battery Onondaga was very materially 
Strengthened. Rifle-pits were thrown up, covering all the approaches 
by the Portsmouth road, and a second line on the west bank of J ericho 
Creek and Fort Dutton, on the left of Fort J ericho, was thrown up. He 
was relieved on April 18 by Brigadier-General Harland and assigned to 
the command of the river defenses between the mouth of Jericho Creek . 
and Dr. Council’s. The Eighty-ninth Regiment New York Volunteers 
was placed in Fort Montgomery, where it remained until May 6 with 
the exception of temporary absences. 

On the 13th the Fourth Regiment Rhode Island Volunteers was or- 
dered to report to Brigadier-General Corcoran and was stationed by 
him behind the breastworks on the left of Fort Union. It occupied this 
position until May 1, when it was relieved by the Ninth Vermont and 
placed on the line of river defenses near Fort Connecticut, where it now 
is. The One hundred and third New York was stationed on the 13th 
instant behind the breastworks to the left of Fort Union, a position 
which it held until May 6. The Ninth Regiment New York Volunteers 
was placed in Fort N ansemond, where it remained until relieved and 


it is my painful duty in this connection to animadvert upon the course 
pursued by the Ninth Regiment New York Volunteers, who for the first 
time in their military history turned their backs upon the enemy, and, 
deaf to the appeals of the commander of the department, persisted in 
returning home, when every consideration of patriotism, honor, and 
pride called upon them to remain and share the dangers of battle with 
their comrades in the field. Most deeply do I regret that a regiment 
whose career since they entered the service two years ago has been 
most brilliant should at the close sully their glorious reputation by such 
an act; but itis due to truth to Say that in my opinion the fault lies 
chiefly with the officers, and most of all with the commanding officer, 
whose whole course in this affair Seems to have been actuated by per- 
sonal pique and caprice. ‘ 

On April 14, reconnditering along the river, I discovered a battery of 
the enemy at Norfleet’s farm, which in an engagement that mornings 
with our gunboats had disabled the Mount Washington and repulsed 
the remainder. I found that this battery mounted four guns—two 
20-pounder Parrotts and two brass 12-pounders; that it commanded 
completely a point directly opposite and extending out some distance 
from this side, and that a large party of the enemy was at work streneth- 
ening the battery and throwing up additional] works and rifle-pits, I 
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During the night I filled the point with shar 
passage of the enemy in case he attempted to cross 
Tenth New H shir a secti al 

ew Hampshire and a section of 
advance in case he succeeded in driving our sh 
i lodgment on the point. Their position w 


during the night. Two positions were selected for batteries, one near 


© point, since named Battery 
the enemy’s battery, the other 


, Le 
yards from the enemy’s battery, i Battery A stant 900 


The works were pushed vigorously durin 


; : nt. Battery Mor- 
TS, constructed, by Captain Beger Second Wisconsin B fe 
with three guns of’ his battery ( 10-pounder Parrotts), had beets 
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me by the order of the commanding general, was completed and the guns 
placed in position before 2 a.m. Battery Kimball was completed about 
midnight. Two 20-pounder Parrott guns, under Captain Morris, Ninth 
Regiment New York Volunteers, and one 3-inch gun of the Fourth Wis. 
consin Battery, also under his charge, were placed in position. Both 
batteries were screened by trees and underwood. 
_ At daylight the next morning Captain Beger, cutting away the trees 
which intercepted his fire, opened on the enemy’s battery, firing percus- 
sion-shell from one gun, fuse-shell from a second, and ecase-shot from 
the third. Ina few moments the enemy replied, firing briskly. Several 
of the 20-pounder shells passed through and through the frail parapet 
of Battery Morris. As soon as his whole attention was engaged with 
Battery Morris and the position of his guns ascertained from their fire, 
the screen was thrown aside from Battery Kimball and Captain Morris 
opened fire from all his guns, directing his whole fire on one piece of 
the enemy, and successively on two others, silencing all three in turn, 
Captain Beger meanwhile keeping up a hot and well-directed fire from 
his three guns in Battery Morris. At the end of two hours the enemy’s 
fire slackened and became very feeble. In another hour he was entirely 
silenced. 

During the action our sharpshooters, who had been placed on the 
point and on an island in the marsh to the right, kept up a fire which 
must have proved very annoying to the enemy’s gunners, since it pro- 
voked one or two discharges of canister. The following night he with- 
drew his guns. 

The only casualties were 3 drivers of Battery A, Fifth United States 
Artillery, wounded, 1 mortally. One of the 20-pounder Parrotts threw 
off its muzzle after firing twelve rounds and was replaced by a 3-inch 
gun from the Fourth Wisconsin Battery, a section of which had been 
sent to me and was kept in reserve. 

The three days following every nerve was sirained to put the river in 
a thorough state of defense. The military road already completed to 
Fort Connecticut was extended to Fort Stevens. Batteries and rifle- 
pits were thrown up on all the exposed points. The troops, as fast as 
they arrived, were sent into the trenches, and on the 18th the following 
was the disposition of the troops along the line of the river: 

Lieut. G. B. Easterly, Fourth Wisconsin Battery, at Battery Kimball, 
with one 20-pounder Parrott and two 3-inch guns; Thirteenth New 
Hampshire Volunteers, with one company of sharpshooters, holding 
position next below the mouth of Jericho Creek; Captain Beger, Second 
Wisconsin Battery, with two guns, in Battery Morris, supported by one 
company of the Twenty-fifth New Jersey Volunteers; Lieutenant Crabb, 
with one section of light 12-pounders; Lieutenant Schulz, with ove sec- 
tion of 10-pounder Parrotts; the:Tenth New Hampshire Volunteers, 
Ninth Vermont Volunteers, one company of the Twenty-fifth New Jer- 
sey Volunteers, and four companies of the Nineteenth Wisconsin Vol- 
unteers, under the command of Colonel Donohoe, Tenth New Hampshire 
Volunteers, holding position of Fort Connecticut, from Broer’s Creek to 
Dr. Council’s; Captain Morris, with two 20-pounder Parrotts in Battery 
Stevens, supported by Colonel Pease, One hundred and seventeenth 
New York Volunteers; Major Wheelan on the right of Colonel Pease, 
with four companies of Mounted Rifles, and five gunboats between the 
mouth of Broer’s Creek and a point half a mile below Dr. Council’s land- 
ing. Gunboats below West Branch; number not known. ‘I'wo regi- 
ments of infantry, the Highth Connecticut and Nineteenth Wisconsin 
Volunteers, six companies, and one section of artillery in reserve. 
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On the 14th instant the enemy had planted a battery in the earth- 
works on Hill’s Point, and, in the engagement that ensued between 
them and our naval forces in the river, almost entirely destroyed the 
gunboat Mount Washington. After this action five gunboats returned 
to the Upper Nansemond, above Hill’s Point, and it became evident 
that their safety required that this battery should be silenced, for the 
channel of the river runs within 50 yards of Hill’s Point, and the action 
of the 14th showed conclusively that it would be almost certain de- 
struction for any boat to attempt to run past. It was therefore with 
‘a view to deliver our gunboats from a dangerous position, as well as to 
annoy the enemy and to gain possession of an important point for 
future operations, that an expedition to cut out the battery was under- 
taken. The plan of operation, as arranged with Lieutenant Lamson, 
U.S. Navy, commanding flotilla, was as follows: Five hundred men 
were to embark on the gunboat Stepping Stones at Dr. Council’s land- 
ing, proceed down the river, land on Hill’s Point just above the bat- 
tery, and charge the works with the bayonet. Lieutenant Lamson 
volunteered to land four boat howitzers to co-operate in this movement, 
and at his request was furnished with 40 men to man the drag-ropes. 

At 5.30 p.m. on April 19, detachments of 130 men from the Highth 
Connecticut and 140 men from the Eighty-ninth New York embarked 
on the Stepping Stones at Dr. Council’s landing. A canvas screen, 
which effectually concealed the men, was drawn up all around the deck, 
and the boat pushed off and steamed rapidly down the stream. As she 
approached the battery not a shot was fired or a sound heard to indi- 
cate the presence of the enemy. He was waiting, with all his guns 
double-shotted with canister, until the vessel should come abreast and 
within 50 yards of his battery. At 300 yards above the battery Lieu- 
tenant Lamson headed his boat inshore, but striking on a spile she 
glanced off, and, borne on the ebb-tide, was on the eve of shooting in 
front of the battery, when Lieutenant Lamson, with admirable presence 
of mind, reversed the paddle-wheels and backed her aground. The 
men jumped off from both ends of the boat up to their waists in mud 
and water, scrambled hastily ashore, and with a cheer dashed for the 
battery. In an instant Lieutenant Lamson had landed his howitzers 
and followed. The enemy, apprised of our approach by the cheers 
opened a hot fire of musketry, and was enabled even to reverse and 
fire one of his guns; but seeing himself cut off, and receiving one or 
two discharges of canister from Lamson’s howitzers, he surrendered, 
The capture of 5 guns, 7 officers, and 130 men, the liberation of the five 
gunboats above, and the occupation of a point of vital importance to 
ee Rah ae aller shone point of operations for us were the results 
OF One OF the most brilliant achievements he war. 
killed and 10 wounded. ' aphid eta ke ea 

The battery taken, our whole attention was turned to fortifying the 
position and preparing for attack. The boat howitzers were placed in 
battery Just above the landing place in a position to Sweep the plain in 
front over which the attacking party must pass, rifle-pits were ¢ 
menced, and pickets thrown out. Col. A. H. Dutton was placed in Pole 
mand. Five companies of the Tenth New Hampshire Woluntosye 
detachment of 60 men of the Ninth Vermont, Colonel Pease One os : 
dred and seventeenth New York, with four companies of his recir er 
and Lieutenant Crabb, Battery A, Fifth U. 8. Artillery, with o a : 
tachments ie tae the captured pieces, were: sent over to re-erlforce ine 

aI o y | > s ‘ ; 
aes and by morning a formidable line of rifle-pits and batteries was 
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The boat howitzers were withdrawn and re-embarked on the arrival 
of Lieutenant Crabb. Contrary to expectation the morning dawned 
without an attack. A section of Battery A, Fifth U.S. Artillery, under 
the cominand of Lieutenant Murray, and the remainder of the One hun- 
dred and seventeenth New York were sent across. The day was spent 
in fortifying and strengthening the position. No demonstration was 
made by the enemy during the day with the exception that in the 
morning a line of skirmishers advanced across a field and afterward 
withdrew. : 

In compliance,with the order of the major-general commanding, given 
upon my representations, the position was evacuated on the night of 
the 20th. The movement began soon after dark. The artillery, in- 
trenching tools, surplus ammunition, &c., were embarked on the Step- 
ping Stones, and the troops ferried across and landed on the marsh op- 
posite by the West End and by small boats. The picket line was held 
to the last moment, and at 12.30 o’clock the last load crossed over un- 
disturbed by the enemy, who during the whole evacuation scarcely fired 
a shot or gave the least annoyatice. 

After the capture of Hill’s Point Battery nothing of special impor- 
tance occurred until May 3. The enemy’s sharpshooters caused consid- 
erable annoyance to our pickets and working parties; nevertheless the 
works were pushed vigorously, every available man being sent into the 
trenches. . 

On the 18th the enemy opened fire from two heavy guns in sunken 
batteries on the West Branch, a few hundred yards above Hill’s Point; 
but the capture of Hill’s Point on the 19th exposed them to a similar 
fate and necessitated their withdrawal. They were withdrawn on the 
night of the 19th. 

On the 24th the Ninth Vermont, Eighth Connecticut, and the Nine- 
teenth Wisconsin Volunteers were ordered by the major-general com- 
imanding to report to General Dodge to take part in a reconnaissance 
under direction of General Corcoran. They returned the following 
morning. 

On the 27th instant a new battery of the enemy was discovered some 
distance west of Norfleet’s house, and on the morning of the 28th it 
opened fire on the Swan and Commerce, two unarmed steamers which 
passed down the river from Suffolk. 

On April 30 the enemy opened fire from a battery of three heavy guns 
at Le Compte’s house on the West Branch. After a short engagement 
with the gunboats and the two 20-pounder Parrotts, under Captain 
Morris, in Fort Stevens, the battery was silenced. : 

On May 2 I received orders to make a reconnaissance on the Provi- 
dence Church road the following day. 

The operations of the 3d instant constituted a reconnaissance designed 
to ascertain the number and position of the enemy’s force and his move- 
ments. They were threefold. The main force was to advance on the 
Providence Church road, while two expeditions were to cross the Nanse- 
mond below at different points, seize Reed’s Ferry, and feel the enemy’s 
“Jeft. The One hundred and third and Highty-ninth Regiments New 
York Volunteers, supported by the Twenty-fifth New Jersey and Thir- 
teenth New Hampshire, crossing the bridge over the river, deployed as 
skirmishers on the right and left of the road and advanced, driving the 
enemy back from position to position until he took refuge in his rifle- 
pits and batteries. Hasbrouck’s battery followed along the road, and, 
with the assistance of Davis’ battery, kept silent the enemy’s artillery. 
Major Wheelan, with four companies of the Mounted Rifles, followed 
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Hasbrouck’s battery but.was not brought into action. The Connecticut 
Toainionks Bloverith Fifteenth, and Sixteenth, under General Harland, 
followed and supported the advance, relieving the advance regiments 
as they exhausted their ammunition and holding the ground already 
gained; Colonel Onderdonk’s cavalry, the One hundred and forty-third, 


One hundred and forty-fourth, and One hundred and seventieth Regi- - 


ments New York Volunteers, constituted the reserve, under the com- 
mand of Colonel McIvor, of the One hundred and seventieth Regiment 
New York Volunteers. , 

The enemy was found strongly posted at the forks ef the Providence 
Church and Reed’s Ferry roads. An earthwork on his left rested on a 
swamp, from which strong rifle-pits extended across his whole front 
and rested on his right on a branch of the river. It will be seen that 
the position could not be turned, and to carry it a direct assault had to 
be made on the front, which, even if successful, must inevitably have 
resulted in a great sacrifice of life. It was determined, therefore, on 
consultation with the major-general commanding, that the objects of the 
reconnaissance, in revealing the position and force of the enemy, were 
attained as far as was possible under the circumstances, and therefore 
nothing remained but to withdraw with as little loss as possible. <Ac- 
cordingly, the rifle-pits on the enemy’s side next the draw-bridge were 


manned by the One hundred and seventieth New York Volunteers, and — 


the whole*force was rapidly and quietly withdrawn without the loss of a 
man. The movement was completed by 9 p.m. and the bridge taken up. 

We lost in this engagement Col. Benjamin Ringold, of the One hun- 
dred and third Regiment New York Volunteers, a most gallant and val- 
uable officer, who fell at the head of his regiment late in the afternoon.* 

Meanwhile the Fourth Rhode Island Volunteers crossed in boats at 
Hills Point at daylight and advanced across the field toward the woods, 
but, encountering a superior force of the enemy advantageously posted 
in the woods, they were com pelled, after considerable skirmishing, to 
withdraw upon Hill's Point, from whence they were withdrawn to 
this side the following night. The Fourth Rhode Island was assisted 
by a boat howitzer from the Commodgre Barney and by a detachment 
of the One hundred and seventeenth New York Volunteers. The 
Twenty-first Connecticut, a section of Vallee’s battery, Fourth Wiscon- 
sin, and a sergeant and 10 men trom the Mounted Rifles, under command 
of Major Crosby, of the Twenty-first Connecticut, crossed the river near 
Sleepy Hole, with the assistance ot the ‘gunboats, and advanced to 
Chuckatuck, where they drove out some 300 of the enemy’s cavalry 
part of which retreated on the route leading to Isle of Wight and the 
remainder on the road leading to Everett’s Bridge, some 3 miles above 
Reed’s Ferry. Skirmishing all the way, they pushed forward to Reed’s 
Ferry, which they occupied after a brisk skirmish, in which they cap- 
tured a lieutenant and15 men. Being unable to communicate with our 
forces on the left, the Fourth Rhode Island, or the main advance Major 
Crosby, moved down the left bank of the West Branch to the Nause- 
mond and took up an intrenched camp, from which he was withdrawn 
ae ne day. He eh 2 killed and 4 wounded. 

n Mayo the commanding cen i 

announcing the retreat of ra an meget eas eee ae af 

On the 7th, Field Orders, No. 14, were issued, dis 


this division as follows, which positions they now posing the troops of 


occupy: The Second 


_ * Return of the Seventh Army Corps, Departm tof Virein} 
1863, gives the following casualties in'thie affair: sixty Ghee ee eae 


x 
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Brigade, General E. Harland, from Fort Halleck to the mouth of Jericho 
Canal; the Third Brigade, Col. A. H. Dutton, on the river, from the 
mouth of Jericho Creek to Battery Stevens; the First Brigade, Col. 
H.S. Fairchild, in reserve along the'line of Suffolk County road from 


Jericho Canal to Calhoun’s; the artillery in the batteries along the 


river. 
The amount of work performed by troops on this line, taken in con- 


‘nection with the great amount of picket duty necessitated by the extent 


of the line and the incessant watchfulness imposed by the presence of 


. the daring and enterprising enemy in great force, is astounding. On the 


‘ront, from Fort Halleck to Battery Onondaga, there have been thrown 
up 3,434 yards of ritle-pits and 308 yards of parapet, 7 feet high and 7 
feet in thickness on top. On the river line, 4,398 yards of rifle-pits, 
1,944 feet of parapet, with an average height of 8 feet and thickness of 
something over 10 feet on top, were constructed. In addition to which 
some 10 miles of entirely new roads, including several bridges over 
impassable creeks and marshes and miles of corduroying, were made. 
Much of the work was done under the fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, 
who proved exceedingly annoying during the whole course of the siege. 
These results could not have been obtained had I not had the efficient 
support of Colonels Dutton and Pease, commanding the upper and lower 
defenses respectively, and their officers and men. Both of these offi- 
cers worked day and night. 

Colonel Dutton, in addition to his duties as a commanding officer, was 
also obliged to assume those of an engineer, and personally laid out and 
constructed many of the most important works on this line. 

Lieutenant Murray, of Battery A, Fifth U.S. Artillery, was also of 
great service in constructing works. Fort Lamson and a battery next 
below Dr. Council’s was Jaid out by him. 

The services of Colonel Derrom, in constructing roads and bridges, 
were of the utmost value. Without the bridge constructed by him 
across Broer’s Creek it is doubtful whether the line of the river could 
have been held with the small force at my disposal. 

Colonel Stevens, also, of the Thirteenth New Hampshire, is deserving 
of credit. Both Colonels Stevens and Derrom displayed zeal, judg- 
ment, and courage on the 3d instant. 

The whole deportment of the troops was excellent; with a single ex- 
ception there was no complaint. Every order was obeyed with the 
utmost cheerfulness, and the same men who came off picket duty in the 
morning went on fatigue duty at night without a murmur. 

The artillery is especially deserving of great credit. Captain Morris, 
Ninth New York Volunteers, with a battery of 20-pounder Parrotts, 
with the assistance of three 10-pounder Parrotts of Captain Beger’s 
battery, silenced most effectually the enemy’s battery at Norfleect’s, and 
afterward rendered good service in silencing his batteries at Le Compte’s. 

The services of the signal officers, Lieutenants Thayer and Murray, 
were great, and rendered always cheerfully and promptly. 

I cannot close this report without acknowledging the important serv- 
ices rendered by the naval forces co-operating in the river, a tribute 
which they have richly merited. Lieutenants Cushing and Lamson 
and the officers and men of their commands have shown that in their 
country’s service they know no fear, and that the old breed of naval 
heroes is not extinct; but to Lieutenant Lamson in particular, whose 
gallantry exhibited in his engagements at Norfleet’s and at Hill’s Point 
has been fully equaled by the willingness and desire he has shown on 
all occasions to co operate with the land forces and to do everything 
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for the good of the service, my thanks are due. But in acknowledging 
the services of meritorious officers I must not omit those of my own 
staff. To their services I am myself a witness, and with great pleasure 
am I able to state that in every emergency they have responded to the 
call made upon them with alacrity and willingness. Oaptain Gardner, 
assistant adjutant-general; Lieutenants McKechnie and Faxon, aides- 
de-camp; Dr. Humphreys, medical director, and Lieutenant Herbert, 
ordnance officer, did their whole duty, and in this is comprised every- 
thing. 

Capt. Hazard Stevens, assistant adjutant-general, whose distinguished 
services and conduct have been acknowledged in previous reports, was 
particularly conspicuous throughout the operations above recited. On 
all occasions, whether in the discharge of his legitimate duties in the 
trenches, reconnoitering, or on the field under the enemy’s fire, he 
evinced an earnestness and devotion worthy of emulation and deserv- 
ing the highest praise. 

I append lists* of officers and men of the Highty-ninth New York 
and Highth Connecticut Volunteers, who participated in the stormin g 
of the enemy’s battery at Hill’s Point; also reports of brigade, battery, 
and regimental commanders. Lists of casualties already transmitted.t 
I an, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. W. GETTY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 
Maj. B. B. Fosrmr, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Suffolk, Va. 


No. 16. 


Report of Col. Harrison S. Fairchild, Eighty-ninth New York Infantry 
commanding First Brigade. 


Hpgrs. First Bric., Tarp Div., Ninru Army Corps, 

Near Suffolk, Va., May 7, 1863. 
Sim: In compliance to circular orders from Headquarters. Thi i- 
el dated May 5, 1863, I have the honor to th the Dilaree 
ort : y 
On the evening of April 11, by your orders, I sent tw 
the Tenth New Hampshire to Fort Halleck, and on the morning of the 
12th the remaiung eight companies of this regiment were sent to relieve 
the Kighty-ninth New York Volunteers, on picket at the J ericho Canal 
and the Highty-ninth Regiment ordered to Fort Montgomery. Saal 
On the 13th the Tenth New Hampshire Volunteers was relieved by 
the Thirteenth New Hampshire Volunteers and returned to camp. On 
the afternoon of April 13 the One hundred and third Regiment New 
York Volunteers was sent to the front, on the right of Fort Union and 
the Ninth New York V. olunteers was held in reserve between Forts 
Union and McClellan until evening and then sent to Fort Wansepinad: 
On the same afternoon the eight companies‘of the Tenth New fom )- 
ee oluntoors mene Sent to the Nansemond River, below Tee 
» hear the small-pox hospital. This disposition of the regiments 


0 Companies of 


* . : 
Not found. t Embodied in revised statement, p. 286, 
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of the brigade, and subsequently placed under different commanders 


other than the brigade commander, remained so until April 23, when 


Col. R. C. Hawkins assumed command of this brigade by Special Or- 
ders, No. 100, dated Headquarters Third Division, April 23, 1863. 
__On Saturday, May 2, by Special Orders, No. 109, dated Headquarters 
Third Division, May 2, 1863, [again assumed command of the brigade, 
but having no command assigned me on the front with any portion of 
the brigade, consequently not being in a position personally to observe 
the actions of the several regiments, I can only submit reports of the 
regimental commanders, giving an account of their operations, and a list 
of casualties in each regiment, which are herewith inclosed.* 

General, I have the honor to be, yours, very respectfully, 
H. S. FAIRCHILD, 
E Colonel, Commanding. 
General GEORGE W. GETTY, 

Commanding Third Division, Ninth Army Corps. 


No. 17. 


Reports of Col. William R. Pease, One hundred and seventeenth New York 
Infantry. 


HDQRS. ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTEETNH N. Y. VOLS., 
Calhoun’s Point, Va., April 19, 1863—11.30 a. m. 


GENERAL: I have the honor toreport about 10.15 a. m. to-day a new 
rebel battery, opposite Stevens’ battery at this Point, opened fire on the 
gunboat below here. ‘They fired two or three shots before the boat 
replied. The boats from above moved down to a point opposite this 
camp and opened fire. Stevens’ battery opened as soon as possible and 
very satisfactorily. A new battery of the enemy, heretofore unknown 
to us, below the old battery, opened the fire, and we believe that it has 
been pretty effectually silenced. I filled the rifle-pits, dug last night, 
with sharpshooters, and a brisk.fire has been kept up on their sharp-, 
shooters. The enemy have not replied to the fire of the battery on this 
Point. They have not fired for the last forty minutes. The gunboats 
are firing occasionally. Allis well. No casualties known. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
‘ W. R. PEASE. 

General GETTY, 

Commanding Third Division. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Calhoun’s Point, Va., April 21, 1863. 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that at 6 o’clock p. m. vester- 
day I received an order from the commanding general to hold the One 
hundred and seventeenth New York Volunteers and a section of the 
Fourth Wisconsin Battery in readiness to march to the landing at Dr. 
Councils house and embark for Hill’s Point in case the party sent 
against the enemy’s work at that place were successful. The place was 


* Embodied in reyised statement, p- 286, 
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carried about 7 o’clock p. m., and this command marched immediately. 
On arriving at Dr. Council’s no boat was ready to take the command | 


over. About 10 o’clock p.m. Captain Vallee received an order to return 
with his section of artillery to Calhoun’s Point. The One hundred and 
seventeenth New York Volunteers, 720 strong, remained in the road 
until about 12 p. m., and received an order to report to Colonel Donohoe, 
Tenth New Hampshire Volunteers, about 14 miles above Dr. Council’s. 
The regiment reported as ordered, and about 2.30 p. m. on the 20th an 
order was sent to send four companies of the One hundred and seven- 
teenth New York Volunteers back to Dr. Council’s house to embark for 
Hill’s Point. A special order was received from the commanding gen- 
eral for the colonel of the One hundred and seventeenth New York Vol- 
unteers to take command of the four companies of his regiment and 
accompany them to Hill’s Point. Companies D, F, H, and K were the 
companies sent over; they arrived at 4 o’clock p. m. and began to in- 
trench. A detail was made from the companies to furnish skirmishers. 
The skirmishers were deployed and exchanged shots with the enemy, in 
which First Sergt. William Casselman, Company D, One hundred and 
seventeenth New York Volunteers, was severely wounded in the right 
leg by a rifle-ball from the enemy’s skirmishers. The first fire applied 
to the building on Hill’s Point was set by Second Lieut. D. B. Magill, 
One hundred and seventeenth New York Volunteers, who volunteered 
to perform the service. At 10 o’clock a. m. on the 20th the remainder 
of the regiment arrived and reported and were set to work intrenchin g. 
At 3 o’clock p.m. the order to evacuate the Point was issued. The em- 
barkation commenced on oneof the gunboats, and after landing about 
400 men on the marsh opposite Hill’s Point the small boats were substi- 
tuted, and the crossing of all was completed about 12.30 a. m. on the 
morning of the 21st. All reached their old camp in safety. 
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. R. PEASE, 
Colonel, Comdg. One hundred and seventeenth N. Y. Vols. 
Capt. HAzARD STEVENS, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Ninth Army Corps. 


Hipgrs. ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTEENTH N. Y. VOLs. 

Calhoun’s Point, Va., April 22, 1863—8.30 a. in, 
__CAprAIn: I have the honor to report all quiet on this end of the line 
‘No movement of the enemy discovered last night; no evidences of any 
parties working during the night. If we could have the use of a 12. 
pounder boat howitzer it would be very effective indeed in preventing 
the enemy from placing artillery in the battery on the opposite shore. 
Captain Morris informs me that the howitzer can be obtained from Ca : 
tain Cushing, on the gunboat. I havea four-gun battery nearly ee 
end el aalaed request that the remainder of Captain Vallee’s 
Se ain gene down. There was no movement of the gunboats during 


Very respectfully, captain, your obedient Servant, 
-W. BR. PEASE 
Colonel, Comdg. One hundred and seventeenth N. Y. Vols. 
Captain STEVENS, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS CALHOUN’s Pont, VA., i 
May 1, 1863. 
CApTatn: I have the honor to report the gunboats all below Hill’s 
Point. They were fired upon while moving down about 7 o’clock p.m. 


yesterday. The officer in command of the picket at Hill’s Point last 


night reports that about 9.40 p. m. his sentinels saw men approaching 
in small parties of 2 and 3, and our men who were on guard in advance 


_ of the rifle-pits opened fire upon them. The enemy returned it and con- 


tinued to advance, increasingin numbers. Our sentinels fell back, firing, 
and the men behind the rifle-pit opened fire; but the enemy still ad- 
vanced and greatly outnumbered our party. Our men took to the boats 
and on reaching the boats not a piece was loaded to give the signal 
agreed upon in case they were obliged to retreat. The officer in com- 
mand, Lieutenant Magill, then fired three shots from his revolver, which 
was the signal, and all put off. They reached the opposite bank in 
safety a few minutes past 10 o’clock p. m.- There was no firing from the 
enemy after the boats reached the shore, but in going they fired several 
volleys. There is nothing in reterence to the enemy’s batteries since 7 
o'clock p. m. yesterday. The 30-pounder Parrott has not arrived. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. R. PEASE, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. HAZARD STEVENS, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Ninth Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS CALHOUN’S POINT, VA., 
May 4, 1863—8.45 p. m. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that I this morning sent Lieu- 
tenant Risley, of the One hundred and seventeenth New York Volun- 
teers, with 30 men of-his regiment, across the river with orders to ad- 
vance as far as possible, and gain such information as he could of the 
movements of the enemy. He landed and sent a party of his men out as 
skirmishers, advancing slowly; seeing some indications of the enemy, I 
ordered him to return to the rifle-pits until I could send for one of the 
gunboats to come up and protect his left flank andrear. At 1.30 p. m., 
there being no indications that we were to receive any assistance from 
the gunboat, I directed Lieutenant Risley to advance slowly and go as 
far as he could. He started and found no impediment to bis progress; 
he passed four batteries in the woods along the marsh on the right bank 
of the West Branch all bearing on theriver. He reports that the enemy 
kept the right bank of the West Branch very strongly picketed. He 
passed on to the battery on the hill at Le Compte’s house. The position 
is a very strong one; an excavation made behind a fence, revetted with 
timbers and two embrasures; rifle-pits on the right and rear of the 
buildings. Lieutenant Risley sent a citizen and a negro, both of whom 
I sent to headquarters of the division. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
W. Rk. PEASE, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. HAZARD STEVENS, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, 
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No. 18. 


_ Report of Brig. Gen. Hdward Harland, U. 8S. Army, commanding Second 
Brigade. 


Hpars. [Srconp Bria.,] Turrp Drv., Ninra Army Corps, 
Suffolk, Va., May 6, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
movements of the troops of this brigade from April 11 to the present 
time: 

On the afternoon of April 11 the brigade was placed under arms in 
consequence of the approach of the enemy. I received orders from 
General Peck to hold my command in readiness to support either Gen- 
eral Terry or Colonel Foster, who had commands, respectively, on the 
right and left of Fort Nansemond. 

The troops remained under arms during the night, and on the morn- 
ing of the 12th, by order of General Peck, I sent the Eighth and Six- 
teenth Regiments Connecticut Volunteers to occupy a portion of the 
breastworks on the right of Fort Union. About noon of the same day 
I received verbal instructions from Brigadier-General Corcoran to take 
command of the line of defenses between Forts Union and McClellan. 

On the morning of the 14th the entire brigade was posted along the 
line of breastworks under my command. That evening, by order of 
General Peck, I sent the Eighth Connecticut to report to General Getty 
for instructions, since which time the regiment has not been under my 
command. 

On April 18 I was ordered to take command of the line of defenses 
extending from Fort Halleck to Battery Onondaga. The Eleventh and 
tue Regiments reported to me on April 28 and the Sixteenth on 
the 29th. 

Nothing of any importance occurred {ntil May 3, when, with the 
Eleventh, Fifteenth, and Sixteenth Regiments, I took part in the re- 
connaissance on the Providence Church road. The regiments crossed 
the Nansemond at the draw-bridge at about 9 o’clock on the morning of 
May 3. Immediately after the brigade had crossed the bridge the One 
hundred and third and Eighty-ninth New York, in the advance, engaged 
the enemy’s pickets. The brigade halted, and remained in this posi- 
tion until about 12 m., when I crossed the river to confer with Genéral 
Getty, and received orders from him to send one regiment to support 
the One hundred and third New York, which was reported to be with- 
out ammunition, and also to return and take the general direction of 
the movement. 

I recrossed and sent the Sixteenth Connecticut, under ¢ 
Colonel Beach, up to the Support of the One hundred and third Be . 
ment, and having reached said regiment relieved it, 
the pus poured and third the Sixteenth e 
moved forward a short distance until the right of the regim 
on the bank of the river. This position was held by the eee ke, 
night, when the troops were withdrawn to the other side of the river, | 

Soon after sending the Sixteenth Connecticut to Support the One 
hundred and third New York I received word from Colonel Derrom. 
commanding the Twenty-fifth New J ersey, on the right of the road, that 
he needed support ; also word to the same effect from Colonel Stevens: 
commanding the Thirteenth New Hampshire, which was on. the left of 


egi- 
After relieving 
ngaged the enemy and 
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the road. I sent the Fifteenth Connecticut, under Colonel Upham, to 


_ re-enforce the right, and the Eleventh Connecticut, under Colonel Sted- 


man, to re-enforce the left. 

The reports of the commanders of these different regiments are here- 
with forwarded, by which it will be seen that their positions did not 
vary materially during the rest of the day. The general position re- 
mained the same throughout the day, with the exception that part of 
the artillery took up a more advanced position about 5 p. m., by order 
of General Getty. About the same time I placed the One hundred and 
forty-third New York, one of the regiments held in reserve in the or- 
chard, on the left of the road. The regiment was deployed in a direc- 
tion parallel to the line of battle, the right resting about 100 yards in 
rear of the left of the advance while the left of the regiment rested on 
a bay that set back from the river. 

About sunset Captain Stevens, of General Getty’s staff, informed me 
that General Getty wished me to withdraw the troops to the other side 
of the river as soon as I could, under cover of night; that he desired 
the pickets Withdrawn last, and that he wished one section of Howard’s 
battery and one of Davis’ battery to remain until the bulk of the troops 


had crossed. Captain Stevens indicated the positions which General 


Getty desired those sections of batteries to occupy. He also stated 
that General Getty wished me to direct Colonel Derrom, of the Twenty- 
fifth New Jersey, to make a detail of men from his regiment to take 
up the bridge after the troops had all crossed, and to superintend the 
work himself. I sent one staff officer to give the necessary orders to 
the troops on the right of the road and another to those on the left. 
Before these staff officers returned Lieutenant Faxon, aide-de-camp of 
General Getty informed me that General Getty wished to see me at 
General Peck’s headquarters. I found General Getty, who told me that 
he had given orders that four pieces of Davis’ battery instead of two 
were to remain to protect the troops in falling back, and that Colonel 
Davis, of the Regiment, would superintend the taking of the 
bridge instead of Colonel Derrom, and that he wished me to have a 
detail of men sufficient for that purpose report to. Colonel Davis at the 
bridge. General Getty further directed me to place one of the regi- 
ments which had been held in reserve during the day in the rifle-pits on 
the left bank of the river, to serve as a rear guard. I went to the other 
side of the river to superintend the withdrawal of the forces. 

After the troops had all crossed the river except the One hundred 
and seventieth New York, which was then marching from the rifle-pits 
(where it had been placed to serve as a rear guard to the bridge), I saw 
Lieutenant Faxon, who informed me that it was not General Getty’s in- 
tentions that the troops should be withdrawn until further orders were 
received from him; that he had heard that the enemy were retreating, 
and if so he wished to be in a position to follow them up in the morning. 
The movement had then been conducted so far that in a few minutes all 
the troops would be across. I therefore did not order the crossing to 
cease, but waited until the last had crossed and then reported in person 
to General Getty that the troops were across and that Colonel Davis 
was commencing to take up the bridge. General Getty repeated what 
Lieutenant Faxon had informed me—that it was not his intention to 
have the forees withdrawn until ordered by him. As the rumor that 
the enemy were retreating proved to be true it is to be regretted that 
this singular misunderstanding should have arisen. 

J forward herewith regimental reports of the movements of the dif- 
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ferent regiments in this brigade from April 11 to April 30, and reports _ 
of the commanders of the Eleventh, Fifteenth, and Sixteenth Regi- 
ments of the part taken by their respective regiments in the recon- 
naissance of the 3d instant. Lists of casualties have already been 
forwarded. * 

Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 

EDWARD HARLAND, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
CHARLES T. GARDNER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ns 


No. 19. 


Report of Col. John EH. Ward, Highth Connecticut Infantry, of the capture 
of Buttery Huger, April 19. 


Tipers. EIGHTH REGIMENT CONNECTICUT VOLS., 
Suffolk, Va., May 6, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by my regiment in the capture of the rebel battery at Fort Huger, 
April 19, 1863. 

On the afternoon of April 19, in accordance with orders from General 
Getty, I marched from my bivouae with six companies (130 men) of my 
regiment and embarked on the gunboat Stepping Stones, in company 
with Lieutenant-Colonel England and about 150 men of the EKighty-ninth 
New York Volunteers. We were landed at Hill’s Point, in the rear of 
Fort Huger, a little before sunset, immediately charged upon the works, 
and after a very short struggle captured the fort, with five pieces of 
artillery, a large quantity of ammunition, and about 130 prisoners, in- 
cluding 7 officers. Having taken possession we immediately proceeded 
to place the captured guns in position to resist any attempt of the enemy 
to retake the Point, and commenced intrenching ourselves as well as 
possible with the means at our disposal. By 

Re-enforcements, including the other four companies of my regiment 
soon arrived, and all were employed durin g the night in constructing rifle. 
pits, removing ammunition from the fort, and performing picket duty. 
At about 10 o’clock our pickets stationed a short distance outside the 
fort were attacked and driven in, but were immediately reposted and 
eet position until the regiment was relieved at noon the follow- 
ing day. 

The loss of my regiment in this affair was 1 killed, 4 severely wounded 
and several others very slightly injured. A list* of the names of the 
killed and wounded is forwarded herewith. 

Very respectfull y, yours, 
‘ J. EDWARD WARD, 
Colonel Highth Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, 


Brig. Gen. J. D. Winitamg, 
Adjutant-General State of Connecticut. 


* Embodied in revised statement, p. 287, 
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No. 20. 
Reports of Col. Griffin A. Stedman, Jr., Eleventh Connecticut Infantry. 


HpqQrs. ELEVENTH CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS, 
: May 3, 1863. 
- Sin: I have the honor to report that the Eleventh Regiment Connee- 
ticut Volunteers crossed the Nansemond River at the draw-bridge this 


“morning, being part of the Second Brigade, Third Division. About 


inidday it was ordered to the front to support the Thirteenth New 
Hampshire Volunteers, which was skirmishing on the left of the new 
Providence Church road. By order of Colonel Stevens, in charge of 
the troops in that place, the regiment was deployed and became a part 
of the line of skirmishers. After advancing some distance into the 


_ woods (50 rods) the line halted, by command of Colonel Stevens, and 


remained in that position until withdrawn by command of Brigadier- 


- General Hariand. During this time the line was within 20 yards of the 


enemy and exchanged shots constantly. 

Casualties: Capt. Randall H. Rice, Company A, wounded in leg and 
in the arm; both wounds serious. Private John Bracken, Company 
F, wounded in the abdomen; Private Samuel Bassett, Company A, 
wounded in the knee; and Private Auguste Didier, Company I, missing; 
he was sent forward and did not return; supposed to have been shot 
or captured. The regiment marched with 220 enlisted men and 20 
officers, and returned to camp without a straggler. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GRIFFIN A. STEDMAN, JR., 
Colonel Eleventh Connecticut Volunteers. 
Lieut. H. P. GATES, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Brigade. 


Hpgrs. ELEVENTH CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS, 
Suffolk, Va., May 5, 1863. 

Str: In compliance with Special Orders, No. 78, dated Headquarters 
Second Brigade, Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, May 1, 1863, I 
have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of this 
regiment from April 11 to April 30: ; 

At the time of the alarm the regiment was ordered under arms and 
remained so until the evening of April 12, when the men were allowed 
to go to their quarters for the night. 

On the morning of the 13th it was ordered to the parapet, on Foster’s 
front, between Forts Union and McClellan. | 

On April 24 it composed a part of a reconnoitering force on the Eden- 
ton road, under Brigadier-General Corcoran. During this reconnais- 
sance the regiment was deployed as skirmishers. Casualties were 1 man 
killed and 1 wounded. 

On the 28th ultimo it was relieved from duty on Foster’s front and 
received orders to report to Brigadier-General Harland, on the river 
front, where it still remains. 

tespectfully, your obedient servant, 
GRIFFIN A. STEDMAN, JR., 
Colonel Eleventh Connecticut Volunteers, 
Lieut. H. P. GATES, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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No. 21. 


Leport of Col. Arthur H. Dutton, Twenty-first Connecticut Infantry, com 
manding Third Brigade. 


Hpgrs. Turp Bric., Turrp Div., NIntrH ARMY Corps, 
Suffolk, Va., May —, 1863. 

CAprarn: I have the honor to submit the following report of recent 
operations : ; 

Karly in the month of April my command was constituted as follows: 
The Fourth Rhode Island and Thirteenth New Hampshire Volunteers, 
stationed on the Norfolk and Petersburg Ktailroad, three-quarters of a 
mile north of Suffolk; the Twenty-fifth New J ersey Volunteers, on Jericho 
Creek, three-quarters of a mile northwest of the above, and the Twenty- 
first Connecticut Volunteers, on the Nansemond River, 3 miles below 
Suffolk. The latter regiment had just commenced the work now known 
as Fort Connecticut, and on April 8 was joined by three companies of 
the Thirteenth New Hampshire, under Major Storer. 

On the 10th ultimo, information having been received that the enemy 
was advancing from the Blackwater, I was ordered to proceed, with the 
Fourth Rhode Island, the Thirteenth New Hampshire, and the One hun- 
dred and third New York, to a point on the Nansemond opposite the 
mouth of Western Branch, fortify the position, open direct communiea- 
tion with the Twenty-first Connecticut, and hold the entire line between 
the said point and the mouth of Jericho Creek, to prevent any crossing 
of the enemy. Below this point the river was safely held by gunboats. 
The command arrived at the point designated about midni ght. At sun- 
rise the work on the fortifications commenced; trees were felled, rifle- 
pits made, Battery Stevens commenced, and Lieutenant Bruce, of my 
staff, reconnoitered a site for a military road to the camp of the Twenty- 
first Connecticut. A road was already in progress from the latter camp 
direct to Jericho Oreek, and only awaited the completion of a trestle 
bridge over Broer’s Creek, under charge of Colonel Derrom, Twenty-fifth 
New Jersey. ; 

_ On the evening of the 11th, however, orders were received to return 
instantly to Suffolk. No means of transportation being at hand, it be- 
came necessary to leave a considerable quantity of baggage and a small 
guard. The battalion of Major Storer was retained at Fort Connecticut 

with instructions to maintain a strict watch on all sides to prevent a 
crossing of the enemy, if possible, and, if forced to retreat, to do so by 
way of the new road, destroying camp equipage, &e., and demolishing the 
trestle bridge. No attack being made, on the followin g day our position 
was strengthened. Iwas assigned to the command of the line of defense 
included between Forts Halleck and Jericho. On this line I threw up 
rifle-pits and posted the troops in the most advantageous manner for con- 
centration upon any given point, while at the same time I held myself 
In readiness to support General Corcoran, on my immediate right, should 
his be the line attacked. N ot thinking it safe to send a train of wagons 
for the abandoned baggage, I dispatched two or three at a time to Bat- 
tery Stevens, and by thismeaus transferred everything in safety from that 
point to my headquarters. Six men from the Fourth Rhode Island re- 
mained there permanently to observe the enemy. The baggage of the 
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Twenty-first Connecticut was transferred by hand over Broer’s Creek 
and theuce by wagons to its camp. 


On the 12th the Fourth Rhode Is] 
of Bri gadier-General Corcoran, 


and was assigned to the command 
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On the 13th the Nineteenth Wisconsin was assigned to my command, 
and on the day following the Ninth Vermont also reported to me. 

_ On the 15th my line of defense was extended to Battery Onondaga, 
at the mouth of Jericho Creek. It may suffice here to remark that all 
points of the defenses have been constantly strengthened each day since 
the commencement of the siege, all soldiers, including pickets, being 
required to labor day and night on the intrenchments. 

On Tuesday, the 14th, the enemy having, from a battery nearly op- 
posite the small-pox hospital, engaged and damaged the naval forces on 
the river, I was ordered to reconnoiter positions for counter batteries 
and superintend their construction. Under the supervision of the gen- 
eral commanding division I constructed Batteries Kimball and Morris, 
the Tenth and Thirteenth New Hampshire and Eighth Connecticut biv- 
ouacking near at hand as supports. 

Early on the morning of the 15th these batteries, consisting of two 
20-pounder Parrotts, two 3-inch rifled guns, and three 10-pounder Par- 
rotts, being detachments from the Second and Fourth Wisconsin and 
Morris’ Independent Batteries, opened fire, and by 10 o’clock the rebels 
ceased to reply. 

On the 17th the Ninth Vermont Volunteers proceeded to Fort Con- 
necticut. Meantime the military road from Suffolk to Fort Stevens had 
been completed by the Twenty-fifth New Jersey Volunteers, five com- 
panies of which regiment were in camp at Broer’s Creek. 

On April 18 General Harland superseded mein command of the troops 
on the Jericho, and I was assigned to duty on the 19th on the line of the 
Nansemond, making my headquarters at Fort Connecticut. 

On the evening of the 19th the rebel battery of five guns at Hill’s 
Point was captured by detachments from the Eighth Connecticut and 
the Eighty-ninth New York. The following is an account of the capture 
of the Hill’s Point Battery on the Nansemond River: 

Shortly before sunset the gunboats on the river and the four rifled 
guns at and near Battery Stevens (two 20-pounder Parrotts, Captain 
Morris, and two 3-inch ordnance guns, Captain Vallee) opened a terrific 
fire upon the rebel battery. Meantime detachments from the Highty- 
ninth New York, Lieutenant-Colonel England, and the Eighth Connec- 
ticut, Colonel Ward, embarked on the gunboat Stepping Stones, Lieu- 
tenant Lamson, at a point about a mile above the battery. Protected 
by the artillery fire the gunboat boldly steamed down the river and ran 
close to the shore, about 200 yards above the rebel work—the shore at 
the point being an abrupt bluff. Immediately the troops disembarked, 
wading to their waists in water, ascended the bluif, and with loud cheers 
charged on the rear of the fort. Meantime the gunboat’s crew had landed 
four boat howitzers, placed them in position, and opened on the fort. 
The enemy, taken completely by surprise, were able to discharge but 
two or three volleys of musketry and one gun, when our troops entered 
the work and captured the entire party, consisting of 7 officers and 130 
men, with five brass guns and a large supply of ammunition. 

I was now directed by Brigadier-General Getty to assume command 
of the post and put it in a state of defense during the night. The force 
at my disposal for this purpose consisted of detachments of the Highth 
Connecticut, Kighty-ninth New York, Tenth New Hampshire, and Ninth 
Vermont, in all about: 700 men. The soldiers, although fatigued and 
fasting, worked with a most commendable zeal to intrench themselves, 
as we fully expected an attack in the morning. 

To the two detachments first named especial credit is due. They 
had been under arms nearly all day; bad most gallantly captured the 
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attery in the evening; had been a considerable time without food, 
a wae drenched with the water through which they were foreed to 
wade in landing, yet not a murmur was heard from them throughout. 

I forward herewith a sketch from memory, showing the location of 
the rebel battery and the works thrown up for our own defense. Half 
an hour before daylight our preparations were nearly complete and the © 
troops in position. The artillery was massed on the left, covering the 
point of disembarkation, three guns being in Battery A and one how- 
itzer in Battery D. All were loaded with canister and directed to 
Sweep the plain by which the enemy must approach. One howitzer 
was disabled, the trail of the carriage being broken. My design was 
to defend the entire line if possible, and if forced to abandon a portion 
to withdraw the troops on the right across the ravine and concentrate 
my entire force upon the left, which, besides being the strongest posi- 
tion, also covered the communication with the naval forces. 

At early daylight a line of the enemy’s skirmishers was discovered 
advancing about 1,000 yards distant. They covered themselves behind 
trees and fences and a few were observed entering a house a few hun- 
dred yards in front of our left. 

About this time the One hundred and seventeenth New York, Colonel 
Pease, and a section of Gilliss’ battery (A, Fifth U.S. Artillery) arrived 
and were duly posted, the latter in Battery C and Subsequently in Bat- 
tery B. 

‘It now became apparent that the enemy did not meditate an attack, 
but contented himself with annoying our pickets by occasional seatter- 
ing shots. I accordingly gave direction that the house above alluded 
to should be fired and the woods Shelled. This being accomplished we 
were troubled no more. 

During the day (20th) our troops continued to Strengthen the defenses, 
but in the afternoon orders were received to evacuate the place. This 
was done by the assistance of the naval forces. The intrenching tools, 
artillery, limber-chests, &c., were placed aboard the gunboat Stepping 
Stones before dark, quakers being substituted in the batteries; but 
during the process the ebbing tide left the steamer aground, and fears 
were entertained that the enemy might attack us before she floated 
again, in which event the destruction of the vessel and the loss of much 
material might have resulted. Immediately after dark, however, the 
-boats commenced 
lags antime the steamer was 
got off in safety. The evacuation was thus completed without the loss 


f most willing to render invaluable 


assistance to the land forces With men and material, fearlessly imperil- 


ing the safety of himself, his men 
ry 17 7 js : : . 
The day following the evacuation of Hill’s Point T Was assigned to 
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which regiment, by command of General Getty, has been sent to Suffolk 


for disgraceful conduct. The infantry and artillery was advantageously » 


posted along the river and the fortifications advanced daily. No action 
occurred previous to May 3 except continual firing between opposing 
batteries and pickets. 

On the night preceding May 3, as a part of a combined movement, 
I was directed to send the Fourth Rhode Island Volunteers across the 
Nansemond at Hill’s Point in row-boats, to march thence at daybreak 
and oceupy the Suffolk and Smithfield road near its junction with the 
Providence Church road, communicating with the Twenty-first Connec- 
ticut at Reed’s Ferry, on the West Branch; also to cross the Twenty- 
first Connecticut some 3 miles lower down with a section of Vallee’s bat- 
tery and a squad of cavalry. This force was to advance to Chuckatuck 
and communicate with the Fourth Rhode Island at Reed’s Ferry. 

The latter force crossed, as directed, under command of Major Crosby, 
and marched to Chuckatuck, his progress being constantly impeded by 
the enemy’s skirmishers, who resisted his advance with tenacity although 
in small force. Reaching Chuckatuck he did not consider it safe to send 
a detachment to Reed’s Ferry, and therefore proceeded to that place 
with his entire column. Not meeting the Fourth Rhode Island at that 
point, as expected, and having no other means of communicating with 
co-operative forces—the Reed’s Ferry Bridge being burned—he marched 
down the West Branch to the Nansemond, losing some half a dozen 
men. His march was impeded from beginning to end by the enemy’s 
skirmishers, but his movements were continued regardless of obstacles. 
His regiment behaved with great gallantry. While already nearly ex- 
hausted with fatigue and picket duty it performed in twelve hours a 
march of 18 miles, 8 miles of which were through an enemy’s country, 
drove its opponent before it, and brought in 16 prisoners, including 1 
officer. For further details of Major Crosby’s march I refer to his graphic 
report, herewith forwarded. 

Meantime Lieutenant-Colonel Buffum, with the Fourth Rhode Island, 
250 strong, occupied the opposite shore before daybreak, but not being 
familiar with localities disembarked by mistake half a mile above Hill’s 
Point. I had urged upon him the importance of taking a guide, which, 
however, he declined to do, pleading a perfect understanding of the 
position. I joined his command at daybreak and instantly saw the 
misfortune that might have resulted from his error had the enemy 
occupied Hills Point in any force, as, by holding the intrenchments 
there thrown up by me on April 20, they might have easily kept. us 
away. We, however, immediately occupied the place, driving out about 
a dozen rebels. I now formed line of battle, threw out skirmishers, and 
advanced. Immediately the enemy opened fire from behind fences and 
trees. We drove them about three-quarters of a mile, to the edge of 
a forest which completely environed the position from shore to shore. 
Here their fire was so rapid that I halted to study the position. I drew 
their fire in volleys two or three times to determine their force, which 
I estimated at from 200 to 400. Between me and them there was a 
quarter of a mile of open ground, over which we could not have ad- 
vanced without tremendous loss. I then threw skirmishers into the 
timber on the right and there also discovered the enemy in greater or 
less force. It seemed therefore that to advance farther would insure 
my being cut off from Hill’s Point and perhaps captured. I therefore 
fell back and proceeded to the gunboat Barney to consult with Captain 
Oushing. Here it was reported that the enemy had 500 men at Le 
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Compte’s house, about half a mile to the right of my advance, between 
_ me and Reed’s Ferry. . 

It now occurred to me that if the main advance from Suffolk was 
successful the force opposed to me would be intercepted between Gen- 
eral Getty, the West Branch, and myself, and I accordingly resolved 
to attract their attention by continual skirmishing. Captain. Cushing 
kindly supplied me with a boat howitzer and a detachment of sailors. 
Colonel Pease, One hundred and seventeenth New York, also sent me, 
at iy request, 100 men, and I once more advanced, driving the enemy 
to the skirt of the woods. Skirmishing continued for a couple of hours, 
when the euemy brought artillery and opened fire upon me. My how- 
itzer having expended its ammunition I again retired with slight loss. 

During the engagement the officers of the regiment behaved with 
great coolness and bravery, and there were individual instances of gal- 
lantry among the men, but I regret to state that the mass of the men 
exhibited an aversion to exposing themselves, a willingness to retreat, 
and a contempt for good order that I scarcely expected in a regiment of 
two years’ experience and which has five battles inscribed upon its flag. 

At about 3 p. m. I received a dispatch from Major Crosby announe- 
ing his success. I therefore meditated a joint movement of the two 
regiments upon the enemy near Le Compte’s house, which I was as- 
sured would result successfully though involving considerable loss; 
but learning that the Twenty-first Connecticut was utterly exhausted 
and without food for man or horse I concluded to await orders from the 
general commanding. After dark, by order of General Getty, I with- 
drew the troops from Hill’s Point, bringing over also some valuable 
pieces of timber, which I found useful the following day. 

On the 4th the enemy retired altogether from our front, and I with- 
drew Major Crosby’s force. The horses and artillery were embarked 
by the aid of an improvised floating wharf which I constructed out of 
row-boats and loose timber. 

liver since the commencement of the siege I have been generally well 
seconded by the officers and soldiers under my command. All have 
nobly done their duty, but some have done more, Among these I take 
pleasure in mentioning Maj. H. B. Crosby, of the Twenty-first Connec- 
licut, who has always shown himself a zealous, industrious, brave, and 
trustworthy officer. I would also Specially commend Colonel Derrom, 
Twenty-fifth New Jersey, to whose ability as an engineer the service is 
much indebted ; Colonel Donohoe, of ‘the Tenth New Hampshire, to 
whom T am indebted for valuable co-operation in superintending the 
river defenses ; Major Storer, of the Thirteenth New Hampshire; Cap- 
tains Brown and Reed, of the Fourth Rhode Island, and Lieutenant 
Bruce, of my staff, for their faithful and soldierly deportment in the 
various trying scenes in which they separately participated. I am in- 
debted for repeated and valuable favors to Lieutenants Cushing and 
Lamson, U.S. Navy, commanding flotilla. I also take pride in calling 
the attention of the general commanding to the general admirable be- 
havior in action of the three new regiments of my brigade. 1 transmit 
herewith a list of casualties in my brigade.* ' cS ; 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


A. H. DUTTON, 


Colonel, C andi 
Capt. CHARLES T. GARpNur, » Commanding. 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Embodied in revised statement, p. 287. 
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_ Report of Maj. Hiram B. Crosby, Twenty-first Connecticut Infantry. 
 - HDQRs. ‘TWENTY-FIRST REGT. CONNECTICUT VOLS., | 

ie oes rie oak en ME Se Suffolk, Va., May 5, 1863... 
_ LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report that in’ compliance with 
_ orders from the general commanding I crossed the Nansemond on Sun: 
day, at 4 o'clock in the morning, May 3, having under my command the 
Twenty-first Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, a section of the Fourth 
Wisconsin Battery under Lieut. Martin McDevitt, and a sergeant with 
10 men, of the First New York Mounted Rifles. My orders were to 
march to Chuckatuck and from thence to Reed’s Ferry, opening com- 
munication with the Fourth Rhode Island on my left.” pe a 
_ The troops were under way for Chuckatuck at 4.30 o’clock Sunday 
morning, the distance being 24 miles. My skirmishers came upon the 
line of rebel pickets about half a mile from the Nansemond, their fires 
still burning. The rebel pickets fell back to Chuckatuck as we ad: 
vanced. When within half'a mile of the village we saw a Company of 
rebel cavalry drawn up in the main street leading into the village. I 
ordered Lieutenant McDevitt to open fire upon them with artillery, and 
the rebels, after a few rounds, retired to the farther side of the village, 
at the junction of the Reed’s Ferry and Isle of Wight roads. I advanced 
the skirmishers to the village and moved up the column. Appearances 
indicated that the enemy would make a stand at that point, but they 
again retired, a portion of their force taking the Isle of Wight road, 
but the greater number retiring by the Reed’s Ferry road. 

As soon aS my command were in the village I sent Sergeant Trow- 
bridge, of the Mounted Rifles, and his detachment of cavalry to recon- 
noiter the road leading to the Isle of Wight, and also ordered Captain 
Spittle, acting major of the Twenty-first, with Companies A and K, to 
skirmish along the Reed’s Ferry road. From the accounts given by 
contrabands at this point the enemy’s cavalry were estimated at about 
300 strong, and that they had a camp at Isle of Wight and also on the 
Reed’s Ferry road. I ordered Lieutenant McDevitt to put the artillery 
in position to command both roads until they could be reconnoitered. 
On discovering that the enemy intended to make no resistance at this 
point the column was moved abead on the Reeéd’s Ferry road, Captain 
Spittle came upon the camp on this road about half a mile beyond 
Chuckatuck. The enemy had but just left; their camp-fires still burn- 
ing. About a mile beyond Chuckatuck the roads branch off, one leading 
to Reed’s Ferry the other to Everett’s Bridge. The foot-prints indicated 
that the enemy’s cavalry had retired by the latter road, but as the two 
roads ran near together for quite a distance I halted the column at this 
point, put the guns in position commanding both roads, and ordered 
Captain Spittle to reconnoiter them. The enemy were then reported 
nowhere in sight. 

The column was at once set in motion along the Reed’s Ferry road, 
with the exception that Lieutenant McDevitt, with one piece of artillery 
and a sufficient support, was left behind, to command the Everett’s 
Bridge road until an advance was secured. Thé column had moved 
but an eighth of a mile in advance when I ordered Sergeant Trow- 
bridge to make a reconnaissance on the Hverett’s Bridge road for about 
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50 rods, passing over the same ground which our skirmishers had pre- 
Ponce fone over. The cavalry had gone but a short distance bk 
the enemy, who had suddenly returned, opened fire upon them, killing 
1 and wounding 2 of their number. Lieutenant McDevitt opened upon 
them at once and shelled them back toward Everett’s Bridge. ; 

The column was delayed at this point about half an hour, but there - 
being no signs of the enemy’s returning I advanced the skirmishers 
rapidly on the Reed’s Ferry road, and again set the column in mo- 
tion. : 

Our march was necessarily slow, owing to the thick underbrush 
through which the skirmishers were obliged to make their way. On 
approaching the West Branch we again discovered the enemy’s pickets. | 
The skirmishers, under Captain Spittle, Captain Shepard, and Captain 
Belden, advanced gallantly and were soon engaged. The artillery was 
moved up with supports and opened fire at once, commanding the oppo- 
site bank of the creek, where the enemy had two companies of sharp- 
shooters as a support. The skirmish at this point was short and 
Spirited, resulting in our capturing 1 lieutenant, 3 sergeants, 2 cor-_ 
porals, and 10 privates of the enemy. Our loss was 3 wounded, 1 of 
whom died some two hours afterward as we were without surgical 
aid. 

We encamped Sunday night on the Nansemond, near the ferry, and 
under protection of the gunboats. On the next morning Captain Spittle 
was sent out with Companies A and K to reconnoiter, and returned, 
bringing 2 deserters, who were dispatched to the general commanding. 
He further reported that the enemy, on the opposite side of the West 
Branch from us, commenced their retreat on the evening previous at 
8 o’clock, and that the most of their forces had retired before midnight, 
burning behind them the bridge at Page’s Mill. 

I am under great obligations to Flag-Officer Captain Cushing and 
also to Captain Lamson. Acting Master’s Mate Lawrence rendered me 
great assistance in giving information where to post the artillery so as 
to be of service to our troops engaged with the enemy on the other side 
of the creek, and also took quite an active part in the skirmish. My 
thanks are due to the officers of the regiment for their prompt and 
hearty co-operation. 

The patience and courage of the men, after the fatigue of the past 
ten days, is deserving of especial praise. 

I take pleasure in mentionin g the gallant conduct of Lieutenant Me- 
Devitt, of the Fourth W iscoysin Battery, and the prompt and efficient 
manner in which both he and his men performed their daty. 

f ee Shes ape of New York Mounted Rifles, under Sergt. [James 
i.] Trowbridge, are also deserving of great praise, for, though fewin 
number, they were of the greatest assistance. 
J. Freeman; Company A. wounded: ey, My kiled, Private Alfred 
. rh] «< ; an} L ne a : z 
pany K, Private Lyndes 0. Bushnell. Se Oe ee 
I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient Servant, 
HIRAM B. CROSBY, 
Lieut. G. A. BRucE, Major, Commanding. 


Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Third Brigade. 
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No. 23. 


Report of Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon, U. 8S. Army, commanding Reserve 
Division, of operations May 1-4. 


HEADQUARTERS GORDON’S DIVISION, 
Folly Island, 8. C., October 21, 1863. 

GENERAL: Constant service in the field has delayed a report of my 
participation in the memorable siege of Suffolk, Va., during portions of 
the months of April and May in the present year. Reporting to Major- 
General Dix, commanding the Department of Virginia, on April 29, I 
was ordered to join you at Suffolk, Va., to assume command of a division 
of troops within the almost closely-invested town. I reported on May 1 | 
and was assigned to the command of the Reserve Division, consisting of 
two brigades, the Second and Third, of what was formerly Abercrombie’s 
division, the Second, commanded by Col. Burr Porter, of the Fortieth 
Massachusetts Regiment, consisting of his own regiment, the Twenty- 
second Connecticut, One hundred and forty-first New York, and Elev- 
enth Rhode Island Regiments; the Third, commanded by Col. William 
Gurney, of the One hundred and twenty-seventh New York Regiment, : 
consisting of that regiment and the One hundred and forty-second, One 
hundred and forty-third, and One hundred and forty-fourth New York 
Regiments; in all, eight regiments, numbering over 5,000 officers and 
men. The siege had continued for some days before my arrival. I found 
the enemy holding a belt of woods that surrounded the town in front 
and flank from the Nansemond on the right to the Dismal Swamp on 
the left. His rifle-pits covered his line far to the front, while his sharp- 
shooters annoyed not only our gunners at their pieces but the men in 
their encampments. 

All had been done that skill could suggest to strengthen your posi- 
tion. An outer and inner line of forts protected the front; strong 
inclosed works defended the flanks, the whole connected by a line of in- 
trenchments for infantry protected by ditches and abatis. The woods 
cleared from your front gave a full sweep to the artillery. Every pre- 
caution by artificial works, by the advantages of strong natural sites, 
and by a judicious disposition of the troops to repel an assault, seemed 
to me to have been taken. The sudden flight of the enemy from the 
front on the night of May 3, thus raising the siege, placed my division 
at the disposal of the commander of the department, by whom I was 
immediately ordered on the important duty of occupying, holding, and 
fortifying West Point as a military base for future operations. The 
removal of the enemy from our front developed the whole of his opera- 
tions and gave me a good opportunity of judging, from the extent and 
character of his works, the force which threatened your position. 

It was well known that Generals Longstreet and Hill, of the rebel 
service, had united their forces in front of Suffolk. Without taking 
into consideration the reports of deserters and facts revealed by recon- 
naissances, special as well as in force, but simply judging from the 
amount of labor performed in completing their lines of investment, the 
besieging force could not have been less than 30,000. Everywhere in 
front, from the Nansemond to the swamp, they had thrown up heavy 
intrenchments for infantry. On all the roads batteries for artillery, in 
embrasure, well revetted, with ditches wide and deep, and abatis skill- 
fully laid and thickly interwoven, rendered a sortie almost hopeless. 
Not only one line of such defenses covered the enemy’s front but on 
some roads three, four, and even five parallel lines of formidable works 
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_ were formed, indicating in the clearest manner a stren gthened base from 
which the approaches were to be made and upon which the enemy could 
retire if forced back in their attack. 

These works were made with great skill and of great strength. The 
parapet for infantry defense could have resisted the heaviest rifle caliber, 
being not less than 12 feet thick. Apart from lines of earthworks for . 
offensive operations there were also temporary structures in process of 
erection, covered sheds to protect supplies, and every evidence of prepa- 

rations for the reduction of the fortifications of Suffoll. 

While thankful for the movement of the Army of the Potomac, which 
gave the disappointed rebel commanders an opportunity of withdrawing 
from your front, as every humane soldier should be at being spared the 
sacrifices of an unnecessary conflict, regret will mingle with triumph 
that he who came strong in the conviction of an easy victory did not 
try your metal, but, satisfied with a glance, turned from the offensive to 
the defensive and finally stole away in the night, under pressure of a 
Strong reconnaissance of your forces, which drove him from his rifle- 
pits back to his first line of defenses. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, — 
GEO. H. GORDON, 
Brigadier-General of U. 8. Volunteers. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN J. PECK, Hi 
Commanding, North Carolina. 
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Reports of Maj. Gen. Samuel G. French, 0. 8. Army, commanding the De- 
partment of Southern Virginia. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF SOUTHERN VIRGINIA, 

Near Suffolk, Va., April 22, 1863. 
Sir: I respectfully submit to the lieutenant-general commanding the 

following report respecting the loss of the guns of Striblin 2’s battery: 
On the morning of the 15th instant I started from my camp on the 
South Quay road, at the request of Lieutenant-General Longstreet, to 
endeavor to destroy the gunboats of the enemy in the Nansemond River 
Stribling’s, Bradford’s, and [J. C.] Coit’s batteries were taken down. 
Only one gunboat could be seen, and she was lying behind the point of 
land below the mouth of the Western Branch of the Nansemond. The 
batteries were put in position in the hope she would move up, but a 
storm coming on and the near approach of night induced me to withdraw 
the guns. The engineer informed me that he and other officers had 
selected two sites for batteries—the one near the left of General Hood’s 
line of battle, in which there was in a work constructed a battery of 
field artillery and an infantry force for protection: the other was the 
work built for the defense of the river when we held Suffolk, and that 
in 1t was an infantry force, but no artillery. I directed Maj. 1 M Shu- 
ake, my chief of artillery, on the night of the 16th to take from some 
ouses on a farm near by materials to construct platforms, and before 


morning to put runs ribli P ; 
ee the guns of Stribling’s battery in the work. This he 


The next morning three gunboats 


att a e 
ceeded, but was severely damaged, wh Pipe hpi mens 


en the other two turned back. I 
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had selected the site for pits for two 32-pounders, and on the night of 


the 18th they were completed and the guns placed in position. For 
the protection of these guns in the pits [ asked that three companies 
of infantry be sent, designing to use them, however, to guard also the 
road where all the camps were, but the lieutenant-general ordered down 
the Pifty-fifth North Carolina Regiment, Colonel Connally commanding. 

On Sunday, the 19th, the situation of affairs was thus: Bradford’s bat- 
tery was in the new work, with instructions from my chief of artillery, 
while the work was defended by troops from Hood’s division, and by 
his officers they were posted, relieved, and got their orders. In the 
Hill’s Point Battery were Stribling’s battery, with my instructions ; 
the work defended by two companies of infantry, under instructions 
from the officers plecing them there. The 32-pounders were in position 
and a company of the Fifty-fifth North Carolina near by, while the other 
companies were a supporting force to either of these last two batteries. 
All the batteries were to receive further support from General Hood’s 
command if required, and all my officers were so informed, and couriers 
were left there to communicate such intelligence to General Law, who 
was on the extreme left, if his aid should be required. The river as 
low down as the mouth of the West Branch was guarded by the troops 
of General Hood, and reported, of course, to their commanders. I was 
ill on Sunday and could not ride down the river, but sent Col. G. A. 


Cunningham. There were four gunboats above the work on Hill’s Point 


and three below, and five or six land batteries and sharpshooters on the 
opposite side of the river. 

About 10 a. m. the four gunboats above and the land batteries opened 
a sharp fire on the Hill’s Point work, and two gunboats from below 
moved up to aid them, when the 32-pounders opened fire on them, and 
after a spirited engagement one was slightly injured and both were 
driven back.. The fire on the work, however, continued until near 4 
p-m., when it ceased. Major Shumaker then communicated with Captain 
Stribling, and although it was reported that the gunboats had troops 
on board his note does not intimate that he apprehended an attack by 
a force of the enemy landing for that purpose. 

‘About 4 p. ms Colonel Cunningham instructed Colonel Connally to 
support the batteries, and this was, as he states, about an hour and a 
half before the guns were lost. In that time he might have been near 
the work, so far'as distance:is concerned, but I have my doubts if any 
regiments could have passed the wide plain and rendered any real sup- 
port under the fire that was or could have been brought to bear on their 
approach. ‘The manner of attack appears to have been to have sent one 
gunboat' down as though she was going to pass the work to engage the 
attention of the men in the fort, while from the other boats a force of 
about 500' men was landed. - It appears to me that if the garrison was 
surprised, they wefe' negligent; if not surprised, they did not offer a 
sufficient resistance: ' i 

Linclose herewith papers marked— ; 

'-Ai-Order detailing’ Colonel Connally’s regiment, by direction of the 

general commanding. — 
B=Copy of orders given Colonel Connally. 

-€+-Colonel Connally’s report.* : 
 D=Maj. L. M.Shumaker’s report.t gyert ; 

FE and F—General Freneh’s orders to Major Shumaker. 

’ G—Major Shumaker’s note to Captain Stribling after the cannonade 
ceased. 


*See Report No. 30. t See Report No, 25. 
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H—Captain Stribling’s answer ; shows he apprehended no land at- 
tack. 

J—Report of property lost by the capture. 

K—Report of Major Boggs, of the artillery.* 

As before stated, I was illin camp, which was some 9 or 10 miles 
distant from Hill’s Point. As soon as I heard that the attack had been 
made and the report that the guns had been captured by the enemy I 
started for the purpose of retaking the work. On arriving there, about 
1a. m. on the morning of the 20th, I found on the ground Major-General 
Hood, General Law, and General Robertson, with his brigade. The night 
was dark, the ground unknown to the troops, the enemy’s pickets out in 
advance of the work, and to have retaken the work by crossing the open 
plain under the fire of seven gunboats stationed near the fort, that of 
the land batteries, and that of the enemy in the work was believed would 
involve a sacrifice of men of more value to us than the fort if recaptured. 
‘Nhe enemy, as you are aware, the night following evacuated the work. 
The report shows that 93 men, all the horses, harness, running-gear of 

‘cannons, limbers of guns, fuse, wagons, &c., were not in the work, and 
that the loss was only the five guns and most of the ammunition chests. 

You are perhaps aware that on neither of those works could any labor 
be performed in the day-time, owing to the opposite bank being stron gly 
oceupied by the enemy, and I do not think the parties in the fort had 
time to prepare embrasures for the guns looking to the rear in anticipa- 
tion of a land attack. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. G. MoxLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Indorsement.] 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Suffolk, Va., April 25, 1863. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

There seems to have been a general lack of vigilance and prompt 
attention to duties on the part of most of the parties connected with 
this affair. General French seems to be under the impression that 
General Hood’s command was expected to protect the batteries. Such 
was not the expectation, and his conclusion that General Hood’s com- 
mand was expected to protect them seems strange, as the batteries 
were under his control exclusively, and he was twice ordered to take 
the Fifty-fifth North Carolina, the largest in this army, for that pur- 
pose. General Hood naturally and properly considered himself re- 
lieved from responsibilities with the river batteries when they were 
especially assigned to the charge of General Fregch. His (General 
Hood’s) division was on our left, and was ready, of course, to resist any 
general attack of the enemy; but the staff officers of General French 
should have made all of their reports to General French, that he might 
have made the necessary arrangements to resist any landing by the en- 
emy. The slight loss of Colonel Connally’s regiment while lying within 
600 yards of the old fort will hardly justify the conclusion that nothing 
could live through the enemy’s artillery fire. The attack was made about 
sunset, or a little later. The cannonade being more brisk than any that 
we had previously had with the gunboats, I took out my watch and 


* See Report No. 26. 


soe 


4 
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- counted the number of shots per minute. In no instance did they exceed 


thirteen to the minute; the average, I think, was about eight. Of the 
thirteen shots that could have been fired at a command charging across 
the field after night it is not likely that more than four could have taken 
effect, and those ought not to be expected to destroy more than 2 men 
per shot. So I think it reasonable to conclude that the fort and battery 
could have been recaptured with the loss of 75 men. Many of the offi- 
cers were of limited experience, however, and I have no doubt acted as 
they thought best. I do not know that any of them deserve particular 
censure. ‘This lesson, it is hoped, will be of service to us all. The com- 
mand at the fort seems to have been completely surprised, and is prob- 
ably less excusable than other parties in the affair. 
: JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


{Jnclosure A.] 


SPECIAL es HEADQUARTERS FRENCH’S CoMMAND, 
No. 3. April 17, 1863. 


I. Brig. Gen. J. R. Davis will detail three companies of the Fifty-fifth 
North Carolina Troops, Col. J. K. Connally, to proceed immediately to 
Norfieet’s house, on the Reed’s Ferry road, to report to Maj. L. M. Shu- 
maker for duty in guarding the batteries located in that vicinity. One 
day’s rations will be taken. The remainder of the regiment will march 
to the saine place to-morrow morning for permanent duty on the river. 

* * * * * * * 
By command of Maj. Gen. S. G. French: 
GRAHAM DAVES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General J. R. DAvis, Commanding, Ce. 


{Inclosure B.] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS FRENCH’S COMMAND, 

No. 7. : April 18, 1863. 

I. Col. J. K. Connally, commanding Fifty-fifth North Carolina Troops, 

will detail two companies from his regiment for picket duty to-night, 
one to take post near the fish-house (Le Compte’s) to prevent a landing 
by the enemy. In case a landing should be attempted, the boats will 
be permitted to reach the shore before being fired upon. This company 
will furnish a picket force of 4 men (in charge of a corporal) to take 
position on the Reed’s Ferry road half a mile below Le Compte’s house. 
Prompt information will be given of an advance of the enemy in force, 
but care will be taken not to give false alarms. The second company 
will take post near the battery now erecting (Smoot’s). This company 
will furnish a party to assist in loading the wagons with forage and 
provisions from Riddick’s farm. In case of attack Colonel Connally 
will hold his regiment in readiness to support the artillery and will 
maintain his position until the last. 

* * * * * 


By command of Maj. Gen. S. G. French: 


* * 


tRAHAM DAVES, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Hoanee Hatt He 4 chowd oes 0) Inclogure Beyyog ate do de aarteries ot Botanic 

: ae ; oerece att oat PRED,19, 1863.; 1) 
Major SHv; AKERS oesnres 2 to Get pegd aed Pteag tut todo ~agiveds 
~{ will have this matter of forage attended to. I hope you may suc- 
ceed in sinking those infernal gunboats that have shown no considera- 
tion for women or children. If you cripple one and can use the field: 
batteries against her do so. I felt too ill from the medicine I took to’ 
come down this morning. Keep me advised. ae 


Yours, truly, ri gt eg PhuROH ; 
Major-General. rh 


rorp ht DH we Prior a& PA of vere gt ry rey ine 


rot 


r4 


[Inclosure F.] ~ 


s HEADQUARTERS, April 19, 1863. 
Major SHUMAKER: 

Let me know what the result of the heavy cannonade now going on. 
Show this, to Colonel Connally and have him post his regiment to repel 
any landing of infantry against the batteries. They had better move 
down near the battery of Stribling. The countersign is “Morgan” for 
to-night. a a4 

Yours, truly, Tats 

<a oS. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General... 
[Inclosure G.} 


Moore’s House, April 19, 1863. 


CAPTAIN: Let me know the result of the. enemy’s fire to-day. We 
have information that the boat you disabled day before yesterday has 
been towed down the river, sunk about to her gunwales. Citizens from 
the other side of the river saw her. _ She will not trouble you again soon. 
I go up to headquarters to-night and wish to take a report to the general. 

L. M. SHUMAKER, 
Major and Chief of Artillery. 


[Inclosure H.] 


/ BATTERY AT HILL’s Port, VA, 
April. 19, 1863. 


‘Mason: The enemy has shelled us steadily for about three hours 
from gunboats lying up the river. ‘There are four of them, and from 
their movements I think they are preparing to run down at least one of 
them. The lower boats have been otherwise occupied.’ There are no 
casualties, and we will be prepared to give them a warm recéption should 
any attempt to rundown. Ourembrasures are now widened, so that we 
will be able to give the boat three shots from each gun as they run by. 

With respect, 

. R. M. STRIBLING, 

Captain, Commanding Battery. 


[Indorsement. } 


This note was written just before the work was attacked by the pa 
that landed and. carried the work. ane Dae 


Ss. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General. 
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Wad tn glatey, ot , Unelosure. J.) Bone my mena 


eet Anna ot teem 
+ ey 


fj 4ysey 


; (ee NEAR Sorronk, Wie » April 20, 1863, 
Maj. I Ms SHUMAKER: mee 

Sir: In obedience to your order, jedered eis morning, I have the 
honor to make the following report-of the condition of Stribling’s bat- 
tery. The battery was captured by the enemy yesterday evening, when 
the loss was as follows: 


Pomnissroned’ oficers.o. SIPC Rp oi Sorte ot ea eo: peti e 4 
Non-commissioned DEMONS 972 o.stie Gramrd we apples Sessiee nn 8am + Are sinanabe pie Boe pu ri 
IPRIVaOS oe Seer At oe peat ae tag edad toe bene od a ESL cry pints done waielsursends AT 
12- -pounder guns..... waa de AAe Renee te Dewitt bas seins ae a oes ayes aensas aad ~ee ge 3 
PAVE AG OTE ON LUZOES a4 Se eee bias ct Sete ale i pt ie owe Sena tints acoso ticnet eee 2 
Chests with 12-pounder’ SUMUBIGIOI aro Re eh cle ee eee Oe Te 
Chests with 24-pounder ammunition :.--..--2.-- ee ec pate Peet cats BSAC Hitenseise eG 
The present condition of the battery i is as follows: : 

Bantinissioned: oificers present far dity sect <2 tk stones - at séaadavaacahene cos 1 
Non-commissioned officers present for duty... .-.- 2... 2, .22 22 ce wees eee eee eee 7 
Privates present for duty 2.072222 0 0. 2 eR Ga See areas eek --83 

, Agsregate present). bcoissses sayin erates a HG iSisiemtsm weed era cine steerer 91 
Public een grade Ceara et baehen corse nose BUR a eee OSB E S Sen See 93 
Ae US on og ow paw ain vg wa oa 5 Sep nt noon 4 q= ea sere ent een er ecas == be 3 
Aupneances 5s ie Us ee as IOS Oe EO a ice ec aleo ace audcwe 1 
Liki Sy She SS SS a pa oes ls EI aa a pe ee Rm pa (een A EA a Banabe ee 1 
Miami Wers CON CUNG a oe alae cine cis ame nisin sinew oe ne wee oes Gee Rasa ayers 
METRO FATTO CAlGSOT Seta saeco: Strid ee cee au bige ein scieapeesneiin Ae ED 
Chests of 12-pounder gun Be eer as a eB AeRALY Rape eS ees 8 
Chests of 24-pounder howitzer ammunition. See Pee e id Noo Maat cece kets «SH 


REMARK —In addition to the number of men stated above as present 
for duty there are 6 privates absent sick, who may Pogson ayly be ex- 
pected to join their company within a few weeks. 

ie resets your obedient servant, 
GRAY CARROLL, 


Lieutenant, Care aan ang Stribling’s Batter Ys 


HEADQUARTERS DEPAR TMENT OF SOUTHERN VIRGINIA, 
May 25, 1863, 


GENERAL: During the three weeks that Lieutenant- ental Long- 
street kept the enemy confined within Suffolk there was an effort made 
to remove the iron from the Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad. Com- 
mencing near Suffolk, the engineer department succeeded in taking up 
about.3 ; miles of the rails and removed it toward Franklin and depos: 
ited it at or near a place known as Beaver Dam, where it could be pro- 
tected by the forces near Franklin. After we ‘Withdrew from Suffolk 
the enemy discovered the effort made to secure the iron on our part, 
and soon marched to Carrsville with a force of between 9,000 and 10,000 
infantry, 30 pieces of artillery, and cavalry, and immediately fortified 
their position and commenced taking up the track and removing it 
toward Suffolk. General Jenkins assem bled all‘ the available forces, 
and with about 3,000 men crossed over and drove in all their advanced 
lines behind their intrenchments and kept them there for near three. 
days, causing them to abandon the road this side of Carrsville, and 
thus ‘enabled: our forces to save the road to that point, except a few 
hundred ‘yards, and the iron »brought from near Suffolk. The enemy 
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would not leave his works to attack us, and with our small force had 
we driven him from his intrenchments it would have been a victory 
barren of results and involving a heavy sacrifice of men on our part. 
All this time while confronting him we were removing the iron as rap- 
idly as possible. The road destroyed, the enemy fell back and imme- 
diately with his whole force assumed a position at Windsor, on the 
Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad, and simultaneously moved up the 
Chowan with gunboats above the Nottoway River. 


Leaving some force to attack the gunboats in case they came up I. 


assembled about 3,000 men and on Saturday afternoon crossed the 
Blackwater at the Blackwater Bridge by means of pontoons and moved 
in the direction of Windsor. I found the enemy again with all his force 
in a thick woods, his lines running from the railroad to across the Black- 
water road. His outposts and advanced lines were rapidly driven in, 
and [assumed a line of battle in hopes he would move to the attack. 
This he did not do, and after dusk I withdrew to the right bank of the 
river. There were no results that seemed in anywise attainable that 
would have justified me in attacking the enemy, outnumbering us four- 
fold. 

While over the river information was received that the enemy’s gun- 
boats had moved up the Meherrin and taken possession of Murfreesbor- 
ough, N.C. General Jenkins the same night moved to Franklin, and 
with his forces was directed to operate against the gunboats. I do not 
know what forces Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill has in North Carolina to guard 
those streams. 

It is to me a source of great regret that so little of the iron from the 
two railroads referred to was taken up during the time General Long- 
street was at Suffolk. TI am sure had there been any concert or a proper 
concert of action in the departments the bridge over the Blackwater 
could have been built, and by constructing a small curve at the cross- 
ing of the roads near Suffolk trains could have been run from Peters- 
burg to Franklin via Suffolk and both roads taken up. Had a bridge 
been thrown across the Zuni before General Longstreet moved and 
during the month he was making preparations, every bar of iron could 
have been secured while we were there at Suffolk. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
General 8. COOPER, : 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


{Indorsement. } 


ENGINEER BUREAU, June 9, 1863. 


Respectfuily returned to the honorable Secretary of War. 

No effort was spared to remove the iron from the Norfolk and Peters- 
burg road and from the Seaboard road while General Longstreet was in 
command; but his efforts, assisted by the engineers under his control 
were given to the collection of supplies for the army, these being Conk 
sidered of the first importance. Everything possible with the en gineers 
has been done to save the iron in question, and I am now able to report 
that a large part of the iron from the Seaboard Railroad is on the ee 
bank of the Blackwater. ; © 

: : : J. F. GILMER, 
Colonel of Engineers and Chief of Bureau. 
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Report of Maj. L. M. Shumaker, OC. 8. Artilley, Chief of Artillery, of the 
| capture of Battery Huger, April 19. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Eily’s, Va., April 21, 1863. 

GENERAL: In obedience to your order I have the honor to report that 
on the morning of the 19th I directed Major Boggs to send Capt. [D. L.] 
Smoot, [Alexandria Light Artillery, or Company EK, Eighteenth Battal- 
ion Virginia Artillery], with his two 30-pounder Parrott guns, into the 
works constructed for him to the west of Hill’s Point Battery, occupied 
by Captain Stribling. Captain Smoot got into position just before day- 
light, and I directed Major Boggs to order him not to unmask or fire 
until the boats above Hill’s Point attempted to come down or those be- 
low attempted to pass up. I also directed him to send Captain Brad- 
ford, with his four heavy 12-pounders, to relieve Capt. [S. T.] Martin, 
[Battery B, Twelfth Virginia Battalion], then occupying Major Henry’s 
position with four 12-pounder howitzers, and to instruct him not to fire 
at anything but a gunboat, and only then when they came within short 
range, stating that your orders to me were to sink the boats if possible. 
Captain Stribling’s battery was placed in the work at Hill’s Point after 
I had explained the position and character of the work to both General 
Longstreet and yourself. 

On Thursday night, the 16th, I had thoroughly inspected the work, 
and, finding the platforms burned away, took the heavy siding from a 
corn-crib on the Riddick farm to make floors for the carriages. These 
floors did not raise the guns sufficiently to fire over the parapet, con- 
structed originally for guns of heavy caliber, mounted on barbette car- 
riages. I ordered Captain Stribling to cut embrasures for all his pieces, 
which was done as far as could be that night and finished the succeeding 
night, so that on the morning of the 19th I had three batteries in posi- 
tion on the Nansemond River, to wit: Bradford’s at Norfleet’s Landing, 
Major Henry’s position; Captain Stribling’s, consisting of two 24-pounder 
howitzers and three 12-pounder Napoleons, at Hill’s Point, in a very 
strong earthwork; and Captain Smoot, with two 30-pounder Parrott 
rifles, to the west of and about two-thirds of a mile from Hill’s Point, 
where the river widens and a semicircular bluff bounds a large marsh. 

On the morning of the 17th there were three gunboats above Hill’s 
Point and below Norfleet’s Landing, and five below Hill’s Point lying 
below the mouth of the West Branch of the Nansemond River. About 
10 o’clock three of these attempted to pass up by the battery at Hill’s 
Point, and one of them succeeded in passing; the others were driven 
back, one of them severely damaged, as she was towed down the river 
afterward, disabled, and thought by the citizens to be sinking. 

Thus, on the morning of the 19th there were four gunboats above 
Hill’s Point and three below. About 10 o’clock Colonel Cunningham 
came down from headquarters (as I understood from himself and Lieu- 
tenant Etting) to relieve me, and he at once took charge and went around 
to. Smoot’s position. Shortly afterward the 30-pounder guns opened, 
and then commenced a general firing from all the gunboats and two of 
the enemy’s land batteries, four of the boats and two batteries firing upon 
Hill’s Point, the others directing their fire upon Smoot’s position and 
occasionally shelling the woods where our sharpshooters were. About 
4 o'clock there was a general cessation of firing, and I sent a messenger 
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to Captain Stribling with a note inquiring into the casualties, a copy 
of which is herewith inclosed, with Captain Stribling’s indorsement 
théréon:* About 1 o’clock Major Boggs informed me that the gun- 
boats above Hill’s Point had moved farther up the river, their decks 
covered with troops, and Captain Martin also reported to me that a large 
body of infantry (he thought a regiment, if not more) had passed his 
position (Norfleet’s Landing) the day before, moving down the river. 
These: facts I-mentioned to General Law immediately after being in- 
formed of them, he having'come to Moore’s house where I then was. 
Shortly after receiving Stribling’s reply to my note I received a note 
from you giving me general directions, and I determined not to return 
to camp. About'sunset I saw the boats in motion above Hill’s Point, 
and from the signal whistles I judged that one or more of them intended 
to try to pass the batteries: I dispatched amessenger to Captain Smoot 
to hold himself ready, and held. Coit’s, two 3-inch rifled guns to dash 
out whenever I'could make them available in sinking any boat that we 
might disable! In a short time I heard. a volley of musketry, then a 
few scattering shots, and then loud: and continued cheering. In a few 
moments:a messenger informed me that the enemy had landed a large 
body of infantry from'three boats above Hill’s Point, and had charged 
and taken the position. I immediately sent Major Boggs to inform 
Colonel Connally, who at once moved his regiment: down... I then sent: 
a courier 'to General Law, one to General Hood, and one to yourself. 
The courier to General Law returned, bringing me word from him that 
he could not send us assistance; and lat:once directed Major Boggs to 
order Captain Bradford ‘out from his position and sent Captain Smoot 
an order to get his guns and ammunition out into the road as soon. as 
possible. I then ordered ‘Coit’s ‘two light. guns forward and went. to-. 
ward the fort or work as far-as the farm-houses to ascertain the position 
of affairs. ' T soon became satisfied that any attempt to retake the guns. 
with the force we had must fail, and that neither infantry nor artillery 
could cross the plateau under the cross-fire of seven gunboats and two 
land batteries, with an unknown body of infantry filling the work and. 
lining the river bank. I therefore returned to the Reed’s Ferry road 
to await your coming and to direct the movements of the remaining 
batteries. Your note directing me to have Connally post his regiment 
to support Stribling’s battery and to prevent the landing of troops Was, 
mn received until 8.o’clock, an hour or more after the position had been 
aken. 
. T herewith inclose Major Boggs’ and Lieutenant Carroll’st reports, and 
copies of the various notes, directions, &e., referred to above. 
In conclusion, general, LT have the honor to ask for a court of inquiry 
as well to verify’ the facts stated in the foregoing report as to have a 
io. answer to any charge of neglect of duty, either expressed or im- 
> -/ Very respectfully, 
a; pe M. SHUMAKER, 
"Maj. Gen. 8. G.Frunon, BOR AEN OP APM ErE 
Lane hh Commanding Division. 


»P, S.—It may be proper to state that the work is a heavy: 
ronting i : y earthwor 
eee down the river, with heavy traverses between the vans. tie 


* See Inclosures G and Hl to MajohGeameal French’ re 
t See inclosure J to Maj or General French’s Beate Noon” ican 
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right gun being the only one able to fire across the river at right angles. 
The guns could not be fired to the rear, as there was rising ground im- 
mediately in rear of and higher than the work itself, and it was behind 
this in rear of the work that the landing was effected, there being no 
pickets, as I understood, on the river above to give information. 


No. 26. 


Report of Maj. F. J. Boggs, C. 8. Artillery, of the capture of Battery 
Huger, April 19. 


PROVIDENCE CHURCH. VA., April 21, 1863. 

Masor: In response to your call for a detailed report of the oceur- 
rences on the 19th I regret to say I have but an imperfect recollection 
of more than general affairs. Captain Smoot went into battéry on the 
night of the 18th. On the 19th I went to the point below him, in view 
of the gunboat, to watch the effect of his shot if he should open. The 
instructions I gave him as received from you were to wait until a boat 
attempted to pass Stribling’s position, or, if no attempt was made to 
pass, to wait for the boat to take a nearer position, as on the day before. | 
I was not a little surprised to hear Smoot’s guns open, as the boat, I 
thought, had not gone up far enough. The shots, however, were good. 


_ One, I am confident, struck on the starboard side in front just under the 


hurricane deck. During the night succeeding you ordered Smoot, in 
my presence, to come out cautiously, removing his guns first by hand, 
which he did, and last night succeeded in getting out his caissons. The 
orders given by me and from you to Stribling were to fire at nothing 
but a gunboat on attempting to pass or within short range, which order 
was strictly obeyed. 

On the 18th, about 8 o’clock, three boats from below came up in line 
of battle and opened a terrific fire on Stribling’s position, the rear boats 
continuing the fire while the first boat passed. Lieutenant Marshall in- 
formed me in the evening that two shots were fired at the leading boat, 
one taking a damaging effect. Seven shots were fired at the second 
boat, five taking effect and the sixth striking down the flag-staff. Sev- 
eral citizens of my acquaintance informed me that she was towed below 
in a sinking condition. I witnessed this fight also, and heard the crash 
of timber from the shots on the second boat. 

On the evening of the 19th, about sunset, I was standing with you and 
Mr. Waterbury in Mrs. Moore’s yard when we heard heavy firing and 
cheering, which, on investigation, we found to be the shout of the enemy 
in the capture of Stribling’s battery. [immediately communicated your 
order to Colonel Connally to carry down his regiment, which order was 
executed. Coit’s section was also carried in. The shelling was terrific, 
and I do not believe a dog could have made the trip from Riddick’s 
quarters to the fort. In the morning of this day, while I was watching 
the effect of Smoot’s battery, I observed three boats above the fort, one 
a large side-wheel vessel, this one, at least, loaded with troops. This 
information I communicated to you, and expressed my fears to several 
officers (I.think to you) that there would be an effort to land troops. 
Capt. [James A.] Shingleur was there and saw the vessels and troops. 
Just after the report reached us of the capture of Stribling’s battery you 
remarked that you had sent to General Law, but that he informed you 
he had not the troops to spare. I think you remarked you had also sent 
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to General Hood. Without delay, as I thought, Generals Hood and 
Law, and shortly after General French, were at the cross-roads and 
dispositions of infantry made. Bradford’s battery was occupying the 
works above Henry’s, and were ordered out by you through me, and I 
had succeeded in getting out all the pieces but one. General Hood 
ordered it back again, where it remained until last night, when every- 
thing was brought dut in safety. The orders given to and obeyed by 
Captain Bradford were to fire at nothing but boats in passing or the 
enemy at short range. One wheel in this battery was shattered and the 
muzzle molding of one gun struck by the shot of the enemy. This bat- 
tery, as well as the Hill’s Point Battery, was commanded, the former by 
three, the other by two, land batteries over the river, and both by large 
bodies of sharpshooters. 
F. J. BOGGS, 


Major, Commanding. 
Maj. L. M. SHUMAKER, Chief of Artillery. 


No. 27. 


Report of Maj. James Dearing, C. S. Artillery, of the capture of Battery 
Huger, April 19. 
APRIL 21, 1863. 

GENERAL: Your letter recommending me a quartermaster was re- 
ceived just as we were starting on to Suffolk, and this is the first oppor- 
tunity I have had of replying. I sent up a recommendation approved 
by General Pickett and General Longstreet about a week or tendays 
before receiving your letter, and hope every day to see the “phiz” of 
my quartermaster. I have two medical officers with my battalion, one 
ordnance officer, one adjutant, and a lieutenant actin g as quartermaster. 

I had just succeeded in getting Capt. [M. C.] Macon four Napoleons, 
giving him a battery of four Napoleons and two Parrotts, and also get- 
ting him 50 conscripts. Capt. [W. H.] Caskie was in a fair way to get 
four Napoleons, and I was hard at work to obtain a rifle Parrott bat- 
tery, if possible, for Capt. [J. G.] Blount, when we were ordered to this 
side of the Blackwater. Soon after getting here—that is within 13 
miles of Suffolk—Major-General French came down, and having no 
command (though being the rankin g major-general here), General 
Longstreet finally gave him the command of all the artillery. General 
French immediately took two of my batteries—Captain Stribling’s and 
Captain Bradford’s, which had been assigned me at Petersburg, com- 
posed of four 12-pounder brass pieces—and sent them away down on 
Nansemond River, some 15 miles from me, putting Captain Stribling 
between two streams just where they unite and both of them navigable 
for gunboats, giving Captain Stribling only two companies of infantry 
as a support. The enemy came up in front, on both flanks, and in rear 
and captured Captain Striblin g, his battery of three Napoleons and 
two 24-pounder brass howitzers, and 56 of his men. The CAISSONS With 
the chests taken off, and the horses were half a mile back and escaped. 
Lieut. [G.] Carroll also escaped, not being present. He has some 90 odd 
men and the horses yet remainin g. All of the best of the horses General 
French has turned over to some other batteries. I do think it very trying 
to have one’s command thus split up and captured, especially in such a 
way as this has been done. Ifitis a military necessity to separate bat- 
talions no one will more cheerful] y acquiesce than myself; but this has 
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proven itself not to be such an one, for General French has hastened 
to remove all batteries remaining near that point to some safe inland 
position. : 

I_ have been working hard and straining évery point to fully equip 
and man my battalion, and was flattering myself that I was succeeding 
pretty well when this drawback comes upon me. It does seem that it 
is but a poor inducement for one to get a fine battalion if he is to have 
nothing to do with commanding it in times of peril—if it is to be placed 
in traps to be captured without fighting. I had hoped that I might 
have the honor of commanding my own battalion on a battle-field, there 
to share its honors, victories, or defeats; but it seems otherwise. I had 
no idea of accepting a sinecure when I became a field officer of artil- 
lery, on when my battalion is needed I wish to carry it into battle. 
myself. 

I have received both of the papers recommending officers for Caskie’s 
battery. He has one vacancy for a lieutenant, and I should much pre- 
fer Lieut. [S. F.] Chapman to [L.] Booker. I sent Captain Caskie him- 
self back to Richmond to see if he could hasten the filling of the requisi- 
tion for his guns. I have written to him on the subject and am expecting 
an answer daily. Some charges against Lieut. [1. B.] McCurdy, of the 
same battery, came down to-day, and I have just ordered him back to 
report to Colonel Crutchfield for trial. He appears to be an indifferent 
and worthless officer and talks of resigning. I hope he may, if my im- 
pressions prove true. ; 

I hope, general, you will allow me to have the Parrott gun Captain 

Jaskie turned over to Colonel Crutchfield. I am greatly in need of 
rifles, and wish much to have a rifle battery, and besides really think 
Iam justly entitled to that gun. The battery was sent to me without 
horses or guns, though it had both, and both ought rightfully to have 
been sent—at least all he had. My horses are doing well, and if Cap- 
tain Stribling had his battery and I had the Parrotts for Captain Blount 
I would be satisfied. 

Believe me, general, your obedient servant, 
JAMES DEARING, 
Major, Commanding Battalion. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM N. PENDLETON, 
Chief of Artillery, Army of Northern Virginia. 


P. S.—I forgot to mention that Lane’s Whitworth gun burst in North 
Carolina, and that both of his 20-pounder Parrott guns have been dis- 
abled down here; one, elevating screw was broken; the other gun was 
cracked, I believe. 

{Indorsement. ] 


Hpgrs. ARTILLERY Corps, April 27, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded to the commanding general for his information, 
and to express the anxiety of the undersigned lest much care in adjust- 
ing our artillery organization be frustrated by change of system In those 
temporarily serving elsewhere. Major Dearing’s viewsand feelings seem 
reasonable and soldier-like. It is hoped they may be in the main ap- 
proved by General Lee and Lieutenant-General Longstreet. 


Respectfully submitted. 
W. N. PENDLETON, 


Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery. 


P. S.—No reflection whatever upon General Trench is intended by 
- the undersigned, who has a favorable and very kind recollection of Gen- 
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eral F. Unaware, however, of the difficulties incident to the rupture 
and readjustment of recent battalion organizations, he may not quite 
fully appreciate the importance of not permanently weakening a bat- 
talion as such. To encourage these efficient young battalion _com- 
manders seems practically wise. The other points mentioned by Major 
D. are attended to. ; 


Respectfully, W. NP 


No. 28. 


Report of Capt. Robert M. Stribling, Fauquier Artillery, of the capture 
of Battery Huger, April 19. 


PETERSBURG, VA., May 6, 1863. 


GENERAL: In reply to your request of this morning I have the honor 
of making the following report of the capture of my battery on the Nan- 
semond River on the evening of April 19: 

About 11 p. m., April 16, my battery was placed in position in the 
old fort on Hill’s Point by Major Shumaker, chief of artillery, with 
orders from him to fire upon any boats running up or down the river 
that might attempt to pass the fort, and to fire under no other cireum- 
stances except when the fire would be undoubtedly with effect, but to 
keep the men under cover as well as possible. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Coleman, of General Law’s brigade, was in the fort with some infantry 
when I went into position. The next morning the enemy opened upon 
the fort from gunboats below and above, and also from a land bat- 
tery upon the opposite shore. About 11 a.m. three boats attempted 
to run by the fort—one ran aground about 600 yards below, and only 
one succeeded then in passing; we fired upon it and made several holes 
through it. Toward sunset the boat which had been aground got off 
and passed by; we made seven holes through her, and I understood 
permanently disabled her. Saturday was a day of comparative quiet, 
a eee of any consequence being fired at the fort and we not firing 
at all. 

Karly Sunday morning firing commenced from the gunboats and 
about 1 p.m. became quite furious and continued so until between sun- 
down and dark, when, upon a signal, all firing ceased, and immediately 
one of the boats above ran near the shore and rapidly landed two or 
more regiments about 400 yards above the fort. They double-quicked 
by the flank across the neck of land, thereby cutting off all communi- 
cation. They then faced to the front, discharged their pieces, and 
charged upon the fort. The pieces which had been turned toward the 
land and the infantry supports (two companies, numbering about 60 
men, and commanded by Captain Bozeman, of Forty-fourth Alabama 
Regiment, General Law’s brigade) opened upon them and held them 
in check. They soon, however, flanked the fort on either side and 
entered : oe eh a pts ma over the parapets on the river side and 
in rear of the guns. e were hastened off witl S greates idi 
and put on board the boat. Suh een re 

About 2 o’clock on the night of the 16th the pickets stationec 
river fell back to the fort, reporting that the spent had a annan ae 
force above. Notice was immediately sent throu gh one of my serveants 
to General Law. In the mean time Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman ad- 
vanced his skirmishers up the river and found no enemy at the points 
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indicated. They had re-embarked, as I learned after my capture. My 
sergeantreturned and reported that a regiment was in the woods, about 
three-quarters of a mile distant, having been sent down to our support. 
When the enemy landed on the evening of the 19th there was no picket 
_ or lookout up the river; no gun was fired or no notice whatever served 
of their approach, and as the shore was heavily wooded we could see 
nothing from the fort. I had been led to suppose that the banks of the 
river were picketed and that I would receive notice of the approach of 
~ a land force; and also that there was a regimentin supporting distance. 
The construction of the fort was of such a nature that I could not use 
my guns with full effect against a land force, though it was admirably 
adapted to resist an attack from the gunboats and to blockade the river 
at that point. 

I neglected to state that while the gunboat was aground during the 
morning of the 17th no gun in the fort could be brought to bear upon 
it on account of the narrowness of the embrasure which had been hastily 
cut out the night before. That night they were widened sufficiently to 
give command of the point. 

Iam, general, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. M. STRIBLING, 
Captain Fauquier Artillery. 
[Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH.] © 


P. S.—It might be well to add that on the night of the 16th, when 
the alarm was given, Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman told me that he had 
orders to notify General Law should any force cross the river, and that 
he had no courier. As my sergeant had a horse I offered him to the 
colonel, and he was sent by his order. 


{(Indorsement. ] 


Stribling’s guns were lost because the infantry placed in the work 
as a garrison by Generals Hood and Law, and from whom they received 
all orders, were captured. When Hood’s infantry garrison surrendered 
the guns were captured. Why not inquire how it was the garrison 
found in the fort was captured? 

S. G. FRENCH, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


No. 29. 


Report of Lieut. Col. John A. Jones, Forty-fourth Alabama Infantry, of 
the capture of Battery Huger, April 19. 


Names of the companies and their strength ee in the fort at Hil’s Point, on the Nan- 
semond River, April 19, all from the Forty-fourth Alabama Regiment. 


Non-com- 
Officers. | missioned | Privates. | Aggregate. 
oflicers. 
Company Ac oon = 2 2 oe oo sree ence ewe n ne secacnssseee 4 6 18 28 
Wompany toe ese- senate een ae cae ear cess -25>=~ 5-5-5 1 6 36 43 
}-2-.-— $$ | | 
Oia eee te. satarst en werac eas mee cenzins os nse 5 12 54 71 


JNO. A. JONES, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel, Comdg. Forty-fourth Alabama Vols, 
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reported to Major Shumaker for duty, as specified in the order. The 
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No. 30. 


Report of Ool. John K. Connally, Fifty-jifth North Carolina Infantry, of F 


the capture of Battery Huger, April 19. 


APRIL 22, 1863. 
Str: Lhave the honor to state that in compliance with Special Orders, 


No. 3, Headquarters French’s Command, dated April 17, three compa: — 


nies from my regiment marched on Friday night, the 17th, to Norfleet’s 
house, on the Reed’s Ferry road, and on Saturday morning, the 18th, 


fort intended for the reception of the two 32-pounder rifled pieces which 
my regiment was to support not having been completed, a detail of 60 
men was, by order of Major Shumaker, made from the three companies 
to finish it. This having been done on Saturday evening, the 18th, the 
guns were placed in position during the night. Le 

On Saturday morning, the 18th, I moved with the seven remaining 
companies of my regiment to Norfleet’s house, and some time during 
the evening: communicated with Major Shumaker, who advised me to 
place 4 men and a corporal at Le Compte’s house, 4men and a corporal 
at Reed’s Ferry, 4 men and a corporal at a point nearly equi-distant 
between Le Compte’s house and the ferry, and a company at Moore’s 
house to support the three points mentioned. He also advised me to 
place a company near the gate at the entrance of the field in which the 
battery of 32-pounder pieces was situated to support it. In addition to 
this advice I received an order from General French in exact accordance 
with the major’s advice, except that the company placed at Moore’s 
should be placed at Le Compte’s house. In posting my men I obeyed 
General French’s order to the letter except as to placing a company at 
Le Compte’s house. This I did not do because Major Shumaker told 
me that he was thoroughly acquainted with the posts mentioned, and 
that it was better to place the company at Moore’s, which I did. 

On Sunday evening, the 19th, Colonel Cunningham rode up to my 
quarters some time between 4 and 6 o’clock and told me in substance— 
1 do not-remember his language—that General French wished me to 
support the batteries. The order was general, and I immediately or- 
dered Lieutenant-Colonel Smith and Maj. [A. H.] Belo to go and ascer- 


tain the position of the batteries, the number of men necessary for their - 


support, the ground to be occupied by the support, and to report to me 
as early as possible.. They had not been gone more than an hour or an 
hour and a half when I heard loud cheering in the direction of the river. 
A few moments afterwards an officer (I know not who) rode up and 
reported that Stribling’s battery had been charged by the enemy and 
captured. I immediately ordered my regiment under arms, left one 
company at Moore’s house to support the three posts mentioned above 
two companies at the gate referred to to support the battery of 32. 
pounder pieces, and with the seven other companies proceeded as rap- 
idly as possible to the house nearest Stribling’s battery, which was in the 
fort known as the Old Fort. There I came up with Capt. fll. R.] Ter- 
rell, General Law’s assistant adjutant-general, with two companies from 
the Forty-eighth Alabama Regiment. I inquired of the captain what 
he was doing there, and learned that he had been sent by General Law 
with the two companies mentioned to relieve the two companies which 
were in the fort when it was captured. He stated that he had arrived 


Cnar. XXX.) SIEGE OF SUFFOLK, VA. °. - 339 


too late—that the fort had been taken before he could render assist- 
ance. I had never been to the fort, knew nothing of its position or the 
grounds around it, and asked Captain Terrell if he could give me any’ 
information concerning it, telling him that 1 intended to charge and 
retake the guns. He stated that he had been to the fort and knew all 
about its position; that it was situated on a point of land extending 
down to the river, and that there was a deep ravine or marsh in its 
front over which my men could not possibly charge. In addition to 
this the fort was defended by six gunboats—tiree above and three 
below—and two land batteries across the river. I intended to charge 
and retake the fort, if possible, but upon learning its position and de- 
_ fense from Captain Terrell knew that it would be worse than folly to 
_ make the attempt. Wishing, however, to ascertain if it was still occu- 
pied by the enemy I moved up to within some 500 or 600 yards of the’ 
fort, formed line of battle, and ordered the men to lie down. I then - 
ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, with two companies deployed as 
skirmishers, to advance until fired upon, then to fall back upon the regi- 
ment. He had not advanced more than 50 or 60 yards before he was 
fired upon by the enemy’s skirmishers, and, as ordered, fell back. The 
fire of my skirmishers discovered to the enemy the position of. the reg- 
iment, when they opened upon me a heavy cross-fire from the six gun- | 
boats and two batteries. Il immediately withdrew my regiment out of 
range of their grape-shot, and, thinking they would probably advance 
with the intention of capturing the battery of 32-pounder pieces in my 
rear, formed a second line of battle about half a mile from the Old Fort, 
- threw forward skirmishers under command of Major Belo, and, although 
shelled from the gunboats, awaited patiently the enemy’s advance until, 
I suppose, about 1 a. m., when General Law came up and told me that 
I was too far in advance and to fall back upon the skirt of woods some 
quarter of a mile in my rear; also to draw in my line of skirmishers. 
I obeyed General Law’s orders. This, as stated above, was about 1 
clock. At daylight, or very soon thereafter, General Hood came up 
and placed me under command of General Robertson, with whom I re- 
mained until near sundown, when I was ordered by General Hood, 
through General Robertson, to rejoin my brigade. General Law not 
attempting to retake the fort during the night of the 19th, and General 
Hood not attempting it on the 20th, establishes the fact that the attempt 
would have been injudicious, and that I was fortunate in meeting with 
Captain Terrell, whose statement relative to its position and defense 
alone prevented my making it. 

It will be seen, major, from this report that I did not have any men 
in or near the fort when it was captured; that it was attacked so soon 
after Colonel Cunningham Jeft me that I could not possibly have placed 
men in position for its support; that when captured two companies from 
General Law’s brigade were moving forward to relieve the two coni- 
panies which were in it, and that I moved with all possible dispatch to 
recapture the fort, had it been possible. ; 

As I was the commanding officer on the field at the time, I deem it 
my duty to give Captain Terrell’s statement concerning the actjon of the 
two companies under his command, which was that all the men in the two 
companies deserted him except nine. I do not know the names of the 
nine men who remained with the captain or I would give them, thinking 
they deserve favorable notice. ) 

The fire upon my regiment, as you may well imagine, was very heavy 
indeed, yet both officers and men recaived it unflinchingly and with 
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veteran-like steadiness. Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, Major Belo, and 
Adjt. [H. T.] Jordan behaved with the utmost coolness and gallantry. 
~ [Thad 10 men wounded (1 mortally) and 1 man missing, supposed to have 
nehasaeen ior, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
I am, major, very respe yo MOE CONNALLY, 
Colonel Fifty-fifth Regiment North Carolina Troops. 
Major DAVES. 


{Indorsements. ] 


CAMP NEAR SUFFOLK, VA., April 22, 1863. 

I do not know the precise hour the instructions were given Colonel 
Connally, but think it was earlier than 4 p.m. They would have been 
delivered in the forenoon, but Colonel Connally was absent from camp 
with General Law. I had left the batteries and arrived at camp before 
the attack was made. 

Respectfully, 
GEO. A. CUNNINGHAM. 


HEADQUARTERS, : 
Near Suffolk, Va., April 22, 1863. 


Colonel Connally is in error, perhaps, in regard to the time he saw 
Colonel Cunningham and received his instructions. 
S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General. 


No. 31: 


Report of Maj. Gen. George BH. Pickett, 0. S. Army, commanding Division, 
of skirmish on the Edenton Road, Va., April 24. 


HEADQUARTERS PICKETT’S DIVISION, 
April 26, 1863. 

Mason: I have the honor to inclose report* of Col. [J. B.| Magruder, 
of the Fifty-seventh Virginia, commanding on the Whitemarsh road, of 
the skirmish which took place on his front on the 24th instant. Since 
his report has been handed in 4 of the pickets thought to be prisoners 
have returned. They took refuge in the Swamps upon the advance of 
the enemy. ‘They report from what was overheard that the officers had 
great difficulty in making their men come up to the mark. Simultane- 
ously with the attack on the Whitemarsh road the enemy advanced in 
my immediate front, opening fire from one of their redoubts near the 
point of the pond with three rifled guns; also from a redoubt in our right 
front, and from a section of artillery which they brought out in front of 
my advanced pickets. ‘Their picket line, which was re-enforced, tried to 
advance, under cover of this heavy artillery fire, but were easily repulsed 
by my pickets, who maintained their position and did not call on the 
reserve regiment which I had sent up to support if necessary. 

i am sorry to report that two very valuable officers of the Fourteenth 
Virginia were very seriously wounded—Capts. [William D.] Tompkins, 
j{Company BJ, and [P.] Poindexter, [Company I]. They were shot while 
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** Not found. 


eae 


) 37 movil . 


Cur. XEX) = RECONNAISSANCE, EU. - . 841 


in the execution of their duty with the most advanced of the scouts. 
Also two men of the Twenty-ninth Virginia, Corse’s brigade, slightly 
wounded. 
The officers and men engaged all acted with great coolness and readi- 
hess, and it is evident the enemy was badly hurt. 
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GO. E. PICKETT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. G. MoxtEy Sorret, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina. 


APRIL 12, 1863.—Reconnaissance from Gloucester Point to the vicinity of 
Hickory Forks, Va. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Charles 0. Tevis, Fourth Delaware Infantry. 


Camp GILPIN, GLOUCESTER POINT, VA., 
April 12, 1863. 

COLONEL: In pursuance of your orders I marched a detachment of 150 
men (infantry), taken from the Fourth Delaware Regiment, to the points 
indicated in your instructions to me. I felt all the woods between York 
River and the main county road as far up as Timber Neck Creek, and 
then took what.is called the Pine Swamp road until its intersection with 
the Bell Roy road, about 14 miles above Hickory Fork. 

All the country was carefully examined by my line of skirmishers, 
and indications of the recent presence of the enemy were found, particu- 
larly at a small Methodist chapel called Providence Chapel, about 3 
miles beyond our lines. All the inhabitants coneurred in stating that 
about 200 cavalry (Captains Littleton’s, Clopton’s, and Allen’s compa- 
nies), under Colonel Godwin and Major Vaughan, had been down since 
Friday morning, and had returned about 6 p. mn. to-day to King and 
Queen’s Court-House, where they are encamped. I found a consider- 
able quantity of grain in the mill belonging to Coleman Roberts, on the 
Bell Roy road, and as the rebels are in the habit of picketing there to 
bait their horses, and as the owner confessed to correspondence with 
their leaders, I burned the mill. My detachment returned by the main 
county road, only halting to destroy a grist and saw mill belonging to 
Prosser Tabb, near Hickory Fork, in which large quantities of flour have 
been lately ground for the use of the Richmond army. I would espe- 
cially call attention to Charles Curtis, at Wilson’s Creek, who receives 
stores for the rebels and who had rented the last-mentioned mill. 

T have the honor to forward, too, the papers taken from two cavalry 
soldiers belonging to the Fifth Virginia Cavalry, whom I captured, and 
who were empowered by the rebel general, Stuart, to collect horses for 
his regiments. The men and officers of my command did their duty well. 
I would speak particularly of the services of Lieut. John J. Toner, regi- 
mental quartermaster, and of Dr. Hopkins, regimental surgeon, who 
were of material assistance to me in the capture of the prisoners. 


Very respectfully, 
: CHARLES CARROLL TEVIS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fourth Delaware Volunteers. 


Col. A. H. GRIMSHAW, ; 
Fourth Delaware Volunteers, Commanding Post. 
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APRIL 16, 1863,—Affair on the Pamunkey River, near West Point, Va. 
Report of Maj. Peyton Wise, Forty-sixth Virginia Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
White House, Va., April 19, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have just returned from Taylor’s Quarter, 2 miles from 
West Point, to which place I was called on Thursday evening last by oe- 
currences of which the following shall be areport. Permit me only to pre- 
mise that this should have been sent to you earlier, but that a dispatch 
which reached me at the place just named, and other reports which came 
to me tending to show that you had retired from Williamsburg, left me 
in ignorance of your whereabouts. On Thursday evening last a dis- 
patch reached me by courier from Capt. [G. W.] Abbitt (stationed at 
Taylor’s Quarter, on the Pamunkey River, with his own company and 
that of Capt. [G. D.] Huffman and a section of artillery under Lieuten- 
ant Hudgin) that two gunboats were descried in York River slowly 
approaching West Point. I immediately telegraphed this fact to Gen- 
eral Elzey, and then, after sending an order to Captain Haynes (sta- 
tioned at Canton, in King William County, near Mattapony River, with 
a company of cavalry) to scout the Mattapony River down to its mouth, 
with a view to watch out for and prevent, as far as possible, any at- 
tempted landing of the enemy above us on that river, or any raid of 
gunboats, I proceeded directly to Taylor’s Quarter. This was the scene 
of the little action which I shall relate to you. The two gunboats re- 
ferred to were steam propellers, one of large size, the other of dimen- 
sions not so great but respectable, and both conveying troops. The 
fact that they bore troops is distinctly vouched for by citizens at West 
Point, who were not only close enough to both to see with ease what 
was on board of them but were not so far removed from the smaller of 
the two as that they could not hear voices on it. The larger of the gun- 
boats lay off abreast the point and near the opposite shore, on which 
is the “brick house.” The smaller one passed West Point up into 
the Pamunkey about half a mile. At this distance she was opened upon 
by our artillery, which consisted of two small guns (of the Blakely pat- 
tern) with round shot. The first shot was meffectual, but the second 
and third, following in quick succession, went tearing and crashing 
right through her. It is supposed that she was struck twice afterward, 
but certain it is that after an action of about three-quarters of an hour 
she retired, evidently with the greatest difficulty and very badly. dam- 
aged. As she repassed West Point groans and screams of the most 
heart-rending description, heard with the utmost distinctness at the 
Point, told not only of damage done to vessel but that her crew had ex- 
perienced the effect of the iron hail. When this gunboat rejoined her 
consort they both steamed down York River and have not been heard 
of since. Next day at as early an hour as possible General Elzey was 
informed of what had been done. Col. [R. T. W.] Duke was informed 
of it witli equal promptness by his pickets (Capt. [J. C.] Hill’s company) 
at Eltham, who were witnesses of the whole transaction. I shall leave 
you to judge, sir, what was the destination of the troops on board of 
these vessels, but to enable you to form as correct a judgment as possi- 
ble permit me to state that I am now firmly convinced that the only ob- 
ject of the small gunboat in entering the Pamunkey River was the cap- 
ture of a large schooner which was pushing its way down the river and 
was near Hitham. The larger one, too, went toward the Brick House 
Landing and lay near it. Can these troops have been destined to flank 
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you? If my command, while performing the special service assigned 
_toit, has been indeed. instrumental in protecting your rear, you need 
carcely my assurance that no one is more grateful for it than your 
- obedient servant, 
me PEYTON WISE, 
_ Major, Commanding, Ge. 
_ Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wish, Commanding, ke. 


- 


APRIL 27, 1863.—Expedition from Yorktown beyond Hickory Forks, Va. 


: Extract from “ Record of Events” of Seventh Army Corps.* 
April 27.—Lieutenant-Colonel Tevis, Fourth Delaware Volunteers, 
_ with a detachment from his regiment and a detachment feom the Sec- 
_ ond Massachusetts Cavalry, went some distance above Hickory Forks, 
_ destroyed a large amount of stores of the rebel army, consisting of grain, 
cotton, bacon, flour, salt, coffee, sulphur, powder, flints, percussion-caps, 
and quinine; also collected and drove within the Hines 57 head of horned 
cattle, 260 sheep, and 8 horses and mules. 


~ 


APRIL 27-MAY 1, 1863.—Expedition from New Berne toward Kinston, 
: WN. C., and skirmish (25th) at Wise’s Cross-Roads. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Innis N. Palmer, U. 8. Army, commanding Expedition. 
No. 2.—Col. George H. Peirson,, Fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 

No. 3.—Lieut. Col. Luke Lyman, T'wenty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry. 
No. 4.—Col. Charles L. Holbrook, Forty-third Massachusetts Infantry. 
No. 5.—Col. Charles R. Codman, Forty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 

No. 6.—Col. J. Richter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Innis N. Palmer, U. 8. Army, commanding Hexpe- 
% dition. 


Hpgrs. First Division, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Oore Creek, Dover Road Crossing, N. 0., April 28, 1863—9 p. m. 


COLONEL: About midday to-day the weather cleared up a little and 

a demonstration was made, having for its object principally the eapture 
of any of the enemy who might be on Sandy Ridge. Colonel Amory, 
with two regiments (the Seventeenth and Forty-fifth), was ordered to 
march up the railroad as rapidly as possible to the point where the rail- 
road and Dover road cross. Colonel Jones, with his own regiment (the 
Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania) and the T'wenty-seventh Massachusetts, was 

’ ordered up the Dover road. The arrangement was that the two columns 


*From Return for month of April, 1863. 
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should meet at the junction mentioned. I recollected what General — 
Foster had told me about making the demonstration with infantry, and — 
also about giving Colonel Jones a command. All the other forces were 
held in readiness to move in any direction. Nothing was found on the 
ridge, the intrenchments nearest Core Creek having been abandoned. 
The forces arrived at the junction nearly at the same time and there ~ 
found intrenchments with a force to defend them. A sharp skirmish 
took place, when the enemy were driven out, leaving 2 men dead and 1 
wounded. They retired up the railroad in the direction of Kinston. 
Their line of retreat they had taken care to keep open and it was in- 
possible to get behind them. 

The wounded man found in the enemy’s works is with Colonel Jones’ 
command, which has not yet arrived in camp. I will get all the infor- 
mation I can from him as soon as he arrives here and communicate 
further with you to-morrow. 

Our loss is 1 man killed and 6 wounded. 

This skirnfish took place some 10 miles this side of Kinston. The 
only information I have been able to obtain thus far in regard to the 
enemy’s position, &c., at Kinston is from a negro, who says, ‘They have 
plenty men, plenty guns, plenty forts.” 

We have provisions enough for to-morrow. If more provisions are 
sent some wagons should be sent to transport them, for the roads are 
very bad between here and the railroad. I have had them repaired as 
far as possible to-day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Lieut. Col. SourHaRD Horrman, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Highteenth Army Corps. 


Hoars. Frrst Division, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
: Core Creck Railroad Crossing, April 29, 1863. 

COLONEL: The rebel works carried yesterday are 8 miles from Kin- 
ston, They command the railroad and the Dover road. They were 
erected last week and have four embrasures. General Ransom, with his 
brigade (six regiments), is 2 to 4 miles nearer Kinston. General Hill 
has another division in that vicinity, at different points, where there 
are other defenses. I cannot tell the condition of the bridge at Kinston; 
the wagon-road bridge is good. I think we have impressed them with 
the belief at Kinston that the whole Union force in this vicinity is to be 
hurled on them, I send down 2 wounded men and 2 dead (one of the 
Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania and one of the Forty-fifth Massachusetts) ; 
both the wounded are of the Forty-fifth. One Confederate wounded 
also goes down. It was a hard day’s work yesterday. The commands 

returned at midnight. The roads are dreadful. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
I. N. PALMER, 


Brigadier-Gener 
Lieut. Col. SourmaArp Horrmay, i ne 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Highteenth Army Corps. 


P. 8S.—Yours of 6 a. m. to-day received. 


The position of the f 
. : he foree 
around Kinston are undoubtedly as I have hie 9 


given above. 
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Hpars. First Division, EIGHTEENTH ARMY Corps, 
New Berne, N. C., May 2, 1863. 


COLONEL: In accordance with instructions from department head- 


_ quarters of April 26, 1863, on the morning of the 27th instant I embarked 


my division upon the cars, and at3 p.m. all the command were at Batch- 
elder’s Creek. The First Brigade, Colonel Amory commanding, was 
sent forward on the railroad to Core Creek. In accordance with my 


orders he took possession of the bridge at that point and sent a force 


_ immediately across the ‘creek to the switch but found nothing. His 


command bivouacked on the railroad immediately behind the creck, 
while the remainder of the command, consisting of the brigade of Colonel 
Lee, the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Colonel Jones, one sec- 
tion of Riggs’ battery, and a company of the Third New York Cavalry, 
moved up a cross-road to the Neuse road, and from thence to the Dover- 
road Crossing of Core Creek, behind which we encamped. Thus was 
the command posted on two different roads, some 24 miles apart, with 
a good cross-road connecting. 

Immediately after my arrival at the Dover-road Crossing I sent a force 
across the creek and beyond to-feel the enemy’s pickets, but the party: 
found nothing. 

At midnight it commenced to rain very heavily and continued until 
noon of Tuesday, the 28th instant. At the conclusion of the storm the 
whole country seemed flooded—the roads in a horrible condition; still 
I determined to make a movement on Sandy Ridge so that the enemy 
might at least be kept on the alert, even if we effected no captures or 
fought no fight. I felt confident, however, that we should find some of 
the enemy’s troops at the crossing of the Dover road with the railroad, 
and perhaps some few in the intrenchments at the easterly portion of 
Sandy Ridge. I therefore ordered the following movements: 

Colonel Amory, with two regiments (the Seventeenth Massachusetts 
Volunteers and the Forty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia), was 
ordered to march up the railroad as rapidly as possible to the point 
where the railroad and Dover road cross. I will here say that Colonel 
Amory, who has been ill for some time, was not able to go with the 
brigade, inasmuch as it was impossible to march horses on the railroad. 
He therefore returned to the bivouac, leaving Colonel Codman, of the 
Forty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, in command. 

Colonel Jones, with his own regiment (the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania) 
and the Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lyman, one company of the Forty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteer Mi- 
litia, and two companies of the Third New York Cavalry was ordered 
forward on the Dover road, the understanding being that the two col- 
umns should join hands at the above-mentioned crossing. In accord- 
ance with orders from the commanding general the artillery was not 
taken beyond Core Creek. All the other troops were held in readiness 
to move in any direction. Colonel Jones moved cautiously, and finding 
the intrenchments on Sandy Ridge abandoned he pushed on with his 
column beyond the ridge, seeing nothing of the enemy until the head 
of the column arrived within 100 yards of the crossing, when he was 
suddenly saluted with a volley of musketry from the opposite side of 
the railroad. Supposing that there was a chance the party might be a 
portion of Colonel Amory’s column he took measures to discover the 
truth, and found the enemy posted in rifle-pits, several hundred feet in 
length, and entirely concealed in the thick brush. Some 75 yards in 
rear was found another line of heavy earthworks of some 500 or 600 
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feet front, with an embrasure looking down the Dover road, but without 
a gun. Both these lines were parallel to the railroad and strongly pro- 
tected on the flanks by marsh and thick underbrush, which was taken — 
advantage of by the enemy’s sharpshooters. 

Colonel Jones immediately. opened fire upon the enemy’s works, grad- 


- ually advancing, and was making preparations to turn both flanks of the 


position at the same moment, when a brisk fire was opened from down 
the railroad from the column of Colonel Amory’s brigade under Colonel 
Codman. After delivering one volley two companies dashed down the 


track with fixed bayonets and took possession of the work. This de- 


cided the affair, the enemy retiring in disorder up the railroad toward 
Kinston, leaving 4 killed and 2 wounded (1 mortally) on the ground. 
One of the wounded was brought in. 

The force of the enemy is variously estimated; probably about 300 
men. He had no artillery. It was impossible to get in the rear and 
capture this force, for they had taken care to keep the line of retreat 
perfectly clear. . After destroying the enemy’s camp, both columns re- 
turned to their respective camps. 

The following day (the 29th instant) I directed that one regiment of 
Colonel Amory’s brigade be sent up the*railroad beyond Core Creek to 
support a fatigue party, which was to make a show of repairing the rail- 
road. The Forty-third Massachusetts was sent upon this duty, and on 
this and the day following’ succeeded in putting the road in good can- 
dition for a distance of 24 miles beyond the creek. 

During the day of the 29th two cavalrymen, with some of the infantry 
and artillery, went out a short distance from camp, when they were at- 
tacked by a party of guerrillas. The two cavalrymen were killed. They 
had permission from their commanding officer to leave camp. The other 
men, I have no doubt, were on a pillaging expedition, and I am rather 
sorry that they were not the sufferers. Cavalry and infantry were imme- 
diately sent in pursuit. They brought in several prisoners, evidently 
citizens. A careful examination of these men convinced me that they 
could not be the perpetrators of the deed. I therefore released them 
with the admonition that if anything of the kind again oceurred in their 
neighborhood they would be held responsible. 

On the 30th a general move was made on different roads in such a 
way as to create the impression that all the roads leading to Kinston 
were filled with troops advancing on that place, and I have no doubt 
that the enemy at Kinston believed it. The column on the railroad 
worked at the repairs with a will, while the occasional whistle of the 
cars undoubtedly conveyed the idea that troops were comin g up from 
New Berne. Colonel Lee, with a portion of the Twenty-seventh and 
Forty-sixth Massachusetts Regiments, was sent to reconnoiter the road 
leading from a point a mile or two across Core Creek (Dover-road Cross- 
ing) to the Neuse road, while Colonel Jones, with the cavalry only 
moved by still another path to strike the Neuse road higher up The 
Fifth Massachusetts, Colonel Peirson, of the Second Brigade moved 
down the Dover road toward the point at which the skirmish took place 
on the 28th instant. Colonel Lee went through to the Neuse road, a 
distance of about 6 miles, and returned, finding nothing but the traces 
of a small party which had been in the neighborhood a day or £70 
before. Colonel Jones, with the cavalry, moved to a cross-road in front 
of the one followed by Colonel Lee and struck the Neuse road at Bid- 
dle’s, a point some 6 miles from Core Creek. Here he expected to find 
a picket, which he hoped to capture, but on arriving he found they had 
fallen back. He then pushed on toward Moseley’s Creek. The inhabit 
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_ ants informed him that a brigade of infantry, with artillery, was strongly 
intrenched at Moseley’s Creek, but on arriving at that point he found 
_ the whole force had retired toward Kinston on hearing of the skirmish 
of Tuesday. 
The position at Moseley’s Creek Colonel Jones reports to be quite 
strong. The creek here has two branches, behind each of which the 
rebels had thrown up earthworks. The first line is some 400 feet long, 
_ With one embrasure looking down the road. The front is broken into 
bastions and a rifle-pit is placed in the rear. The second work has two 
embrasures, more extensive than the other, flanking arrangements, 
broader and deeper water in front, and is altogether a formidable 
affair. The camps in rear of these works Colonel Jones burned and 
+ destroyed. 
From the information procured by Colonel Jones I have no doubt the 
enemy drew in all their forces on all the roads leading to Kinston after 
the advance and skirmish by the two columns on the 28th instant. 
Colonel Peirson, with his command, miade a successful reconnaissance 
down the Dover road, resulting in some useful information in regard to 
the character of the country and road, location of cross-roads, houses, 
&e., as will be seen by the accompanying sketch: On arriving within — 
about 14 miles of the intrenchments on the railroad Colonel Peirson 
_ drove in the enemy’s pickets and reconnoitered their position, which he 
_ reports was occupied by a strong force; what number it was impossible 
for him to discover. 
On receipt of Special Orders, No. 125, from Headquarters EHighteenth 
_ Army Corps, on-the 1st instant, [ immediately returned to New Berne 
with my division, by railroad, sending Colonel Jones, with his regiment 
and the cavalry, around by the Neuse road and Batchelder’s Creek. 
The whole command behaved very well. The commanding officers of 
regiments, &c., showed themselves energetic in the discharge of their 
duties. ‘To Colonel Jones, of the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania, I am in- 
debted for much valuable information regarding the country, its inhab- 
itants, &e. Hnergetic, untiring, and zealous, he has shown himself the 
man for his place as commandant of the outposts in front of New Berne. 
I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General. 
Lieut. Col. SoUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant. General, Highteenth Army Corps. 


No. 2. 
Report of Col. George H. Peirson, Fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 


Hpers. Firro REGT. MASSACHUSETTS VOL. MILITIA, 

Fort Peirson, New Berne, N. C., May 3, 1863. © 
Str: In obedience to orders received, dated Core Creek, April 30, I 
respectfully submit the following report of the reconnaissance made by 

me on that day: ; 
We left camp about 9 a.m. and moved on the Dover road, taking 
notes and gaining, as far as possible, information concerning that road, 
the cross-roads on either side, as well as the nature of the country. We 
met with no opposition until we arrived within 14 miles of the enemy’s 


348 NORTH CAROLINA AND 8 E. VIRGINIA. [Onar. XXX. 


iti what is called Wise’s Cross-Roads. We were there fired upon 
bree of the enemy’s pickets, who were driven into the woods. We 
then advanced cautiously, skirmishing with the different pickets on the 
road, until we arrived near to the enemy’s works, which command the 
railroad and the Dover road, about 10 miles from our camp. After re- 


connoitering about one and a half hours and drawing their fire I found - 


the enemy in strong force. I then retired, agreeably to my instructions. 
Accompanying. this report I send a sketch of the roads, &e., through 
which I passed, which I hope wili prove satisfactory to you. 


Respectfully, yours 
ate enn” GEORGE H. PEIRSON, _ 
Colonel, Comdg. Fifth Regt. Massachusetts Volunteer Militia. 
Capt. J. A. JUDSON, ; 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps. 
P. S.—I omitted to state that on my approaching the enemy’s works 
he fired several buildings situated just in front of him, probably to pre- 
vent my taking shelter behind them. 


No. 3. 
Report of Lieut. Col. Luke Lyman, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry. 


HpqQrs.. TWENTY-SEVENTH REGT. MASS. VOLS., 
Camp Potter, New Berne, N. C., May 2, 1863. 

DEAR Sir: I have to report the part taken by this regiment in the 
battle at Wise’s Cross-Roads on Tuesday, April 28: 

At 12 mn. of that day I received orders to report with my regiment 
to Colonel Jones, of the Fifty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers, which I did immediately. We moved about 1 o’clock, the Fifty- 
eighth Regiment leading the column. When about 2 miles out Com- 
panies D and KE were thrown forward as skirmishers on the left of the 
road and two companies of the Fifty-eighth Regiment on the right. No 
obstructions were met with except the enemy’s pickets, who retreated 
upon our approach, until reaching the cross-roads. Here the skirmish- 
ers found about one regiment of the enemy behind earthworks. They 
engaged them promptly, and in less than one hour’s fighting, averaging 
20 to 25 rounds to a man, charged their works and drove them out, 
Company D being the first to mount the parapet, receiving a volley as 
they did so from the retreating enemy who had covered themselves 
behind a second line of earthworks but left them immediately after 
delivering a volley. The remaining companies of the regiment were 
not, brought into action. 

Our casualties were small, only 2 being wounded, and they slightly; 
none killed. , es 

I was not in a position to witness the action and therefore cannot 
speak personally of the behavior of the companies engaged, but I am 
pleased to place on record in this form the opinion of Colonel Jones 
who was in front and in direet command. He volunteered to say to 
me on our return that these companies behaved nobly. 

Respectfully submitted. 

< ces eee LYMAN, 
veutenant-Colonel, Commanding Regi : 

Col. HorRAcE C. LExr, : Y ees 
Comdg. Second Brig., First Div., Kighteenth Army Corps. 


| 
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No. 4. 


; Report of Col. Charles L. Holbrook, Forty-third Massachusetts Infantry. 


Hpagrs. ForRtTY-THIRD MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEERS, 
Camp Rogers, N. C., May 2, 1863. 

CoLONEL: In accordance with orders received Wednesday evening, 
29th ultimo, this regiment left the camp of the brigade on Thursday 
morning at 6 o’clock and marched about 5 miles on the railroad toward 
KGnston, halting near where the pioneer corps was engaged in repair- 
ing the road. The regiment bivouacked in the woods, and returned to 
the camp of the brigade yesterday morning, and at 1 p. m. embarked 
on the train and returned to New Berne. 

On Thursday scouting parties were sent out in different directions 
and pickets posted, and nothing of importance transpired after leaving 
the camp of the brigade. At the suggestion of General Palmer large 
fires were built in the woods in and about our camp on Thursday night. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. L. HOLBROOK, 
Colonel Forty-third Massachusetts Volunteers. 


Col. T. J. C. Amory, 
Commanding Brigade. + 


No. 5. 
feport of Col. Charles RK. Codman, Forty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 


Hpgres. FORTY-FIFTH MASSACHUSETTS VOL. MILITIA, 
Camp Massachusetts, near New Berne, N. C., May 1, 1863. 

LIEUTENANT: In compliance with orders from brigade headquarters 
I have the honor to submit a report of the part taken by the troops 
under my command on the expedition up the railroad on April 28: 

On the evening of April 27, the brigade being then at Core Creek, 
on the railroad, I received orders from Colonel Amory, commanding the 
brigade, to send two companies of this regiment, under a field officer, to 
proceed up the railroad the next morning early and endeavor to ascer- 
tain the strength of the enemy, with orders, however, not to drive in the 
enemy’s pickets or to engage in any action. ; Se 

Early on the morning of the 28th the companies of Captains Minot 
and Tappan were placed under the orders of Major Sturgis, and that 
officer was directed to carry out the above instructions. The companies 
left camp before 7 o’clock and proceeded upon their destination. At 
the same time, in compliance with orders from Colonel Amory, Captain 
Bumstead’s company was directed to proceed to the cross-roads leading 
to the Dover road, with instructions to explore that road and to commu- 
nicate with Brigadier-General Palmer, whose column was on the Dover 
road. 

At about 12 o’clock I received orders from Colonel Amory to proceed 
with the rest of the regiment and the Seventeenth Massachusetts Vol- 
unteers (Lieutenant-Colonel Fellows commanding) up the railroad to 
overtake Major Sturgis, and to push on to the cross-roads nearest to the 
junction of the Dover road with the railroad, with discretionary orders 
to proceed to the junction. I was instructed to intercept any parties 
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of the enemy that might be driven down this cross-road by General 
Palmer’s column. a 

The troops immediately started. upon the expedition, and upon reach- 
ing the cross-roads I found Major Sturgis who reported the enemy in 
some force in the neighborhood of the junction. That officer had carried 
out his instructions with the most scrupulous fidelity, having carefully _ 
concealed his force from the enemy, so as to give them no warning of 
our approach, and thus preventing them from receiving re-enforcements, 
the presence of which at a later period of the day might have been em- 
barrassing. As his men were much exhausted I directed him to leave - 
one company at the point at which I overtook him and to order the 
‘others to follow the column slowly. The column then proceeded, driv- 
ing in the enemy’s vedettes and pickets. This duty was performed by 

‘Company B, Forty-fifth Regiment, Captain Churchill, the pickets being 
unitormly posted behind log barricades and uniformly driven out by 
flanking parties from Company B. 

Upon arriving at the cross-roads and learning that General Palmer’s 

column, under Colonel Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
was pushing up the Dover road, I determined to proceed to the junec- 
tion. Company F’, Captain Daland, was ordered to relieve Company B, 
in the advance, and the column then pushed forward, one company of 
the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers being left at the cross-roads. 
As we approached the junction Lieutenant-Colonel Peabody, in charge 
of the advance, sent me word that there was an earthwork across the 
railroad. I immediately ordered a halt and determined to make no at- 
tack until Colonel Jones arrived, not knowing what might be the wish 
of the brigadier-general commanding. The breastwork had no diteh 
in front, and I inferred that the enemy had no artillery, as they might 
have used it with effect before this time if they had had any in position. 
In a few moments the enemy fired a volley from the breastwork upon the 
advance of Colonel Jones, which was immediately returned, and I then 
made dispositions for an attack. The breastwork was thrown up across 
the track and extended some distance to our left. It also ran along the 
track, crossing the Doverroad. Iimmediately ordered Captain Daland 
to open fire with his company, stationed on the railroad and deployed 
as skirmishers on the right and left, which was done very vigorously. 
I then deployed the companies of Captains Wales and Homans of the : 
Forty-fitth, and subsequently two companies of the Seventeenth, as skir- : 
mishers on the left of the railroad, with orders to advance, firing. The | 
firing of these companies was rapid and energetic, and that of the ~< 
enemy, which was sharp for a time, soon slackened. 

A favorable opportunity was then presented for a charge, and as 
night was approaching it was necessary to decide the affair at once. . 
Company A, Captain Denny, of the Forty-fifth, having the colors of the 
regiment, had been held in reserve, and was now ordered to fix bayonets 
and prepare to advance. It came up gallantly along the railroad in 
column of platoons, supported by a company of the Seventeenth, and 
as it approached the work the first platoon fired a volley, and then 
stooping down, the second fired over thé heads of the first.’ The com: 
pany then rushed forward with the bayonet, the whole line of skir- 
mishers charging at the same time, and the colors of the regiment were 
planted upon the work, the enemy giving way. I then communicated 
with Colonel Jones, and in accordance with orders the whole command 
marched back to camp. 
In this affair the troops under my command sustained a loss of 1 man 
killed, Private H. M. Putney, of Company F, Forty-fifth Massachusetts 
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(shot through the head), and 2 wounded seriously, Corpl. G. C. Rich- 
ards, Company H (in the thigh), and Private J. F. Ames, Company K, 
Forty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia (in the cheek). One man, 
Corpl. [William D.] Leatherby, Company K, of the Forty-fifth, received 
a slight wound in the thigh, and Captain Murdoch, also of the Forty- 
fifth, acting on the staff of Colonel Amory, received a contusion from a 
glancing ball. Four of the enemy’s dead were found behind the breast- 

work. The number of his wounded cannot of course be ascertained. 
The conduct of the troops throughout this affair was perfectly good. 
Where all behaved well it would be invidious to particularize. I will 
only say that I am much indebted to Lieutenant-Colonel Fellows, com- 
manding the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers, for judicious advice 
and hearty support. | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘ 
CHARLES R. CODMAN, 
Colonel Forty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia. 


Lieutenant PARKINSON, 
A. A.A. G., First Brig., First Div., Highteenth Army Corps. 


; No. 6. 
Reports of Col. J. Richter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry. 


Hpers. Firty-EIGHTH REGT. PENNSYLVANIA VOLS., 
Camp at Batchelder’s Creek, N. C., May 1, 1863. 

Sir: In-reference to the forward movement ordered on Tuesday, 
April 28, with a view to strike any force of the enemy on Sandy Ridge 
and vicinity on the Dover road, I have the honor to report that I 
marched at the time designated by you, with the Fifty-eighth Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, the Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, one 
company of the Forty-fourth Massachusetts, and two companies of the 
Third New York Cavalry. Expecting to find, as on all previous occa- 
sions, an enemy on Sandy Ridge, I moved cautiously, a line of skirmish- 
ers in the advance, composed of one company of the Fifty-eighth and 
one company of the Twenty-seventh, supported by two otker companies 
of the same regiment, the cavalry 300 yards in rear of the first line, the 
main column 400 yards farther to the rear. 

Finding no enemy on the Ridge, which ends about 54 miles from Core 
Creek, I advanced beyond, on the road through the pocoson. That 
road runs principally through swamps, with an occasional oasis of dry 
ground, and, being chiefly covered with water or very wet mud, is heavy 
and difficult. It was thus late before we emerged on the drier country 
toward the railroad crossing. When approaching that point, on the 
supposition that the column which you had ordered to move on the 
railroad some two hours earlier than I started must be already in posi- 
tion at the crossing, I allowed my main column to halt and rest, and 
proceeded with my advanced line and the cavalry. When less than 
100 yards from the crossing a sharp fire, converging on the Dover road, 
was opened from beyond the railroad. My advanced line immediately 
took cover and began to return the fire; but, supposing our friends 
necessarily at the crossing and that it must be them firing under mis- 
apprehension, I ordered all whom my voice could reach to cease firing, 
and also ordered the guidon of the cavalry to be brought forwa rd and 
waved, so as to manifest our true character beyond mistake. The volley 
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with which the guidon was saluted manifested clearly the true character 
of the fire on us, and I immediately deployed my two reserve companies 
on the flanks of the two already in line; sent hastily for my main col- 
umn, and directed Captain Pond, who volunteered to act as aide, to 
ascertain the whereabouts of our railroad column; at the same time 
I endeavored personally to detect the position of the enemy and the 
character of his defense. Scarcely a man was visible, but his fire in 
front came from beyond the railroad, while his wings were advanced 
under cover of woods and brush, the ground in his front being entirely 
open or affording very imperfect shelter. As soon as my main body 
approached I detached three companies to deploy as skirmishers and 
move by a flank on the right of the enemy’s line of fire so as to enfilade 
it, and then to sweep at right angles to the rear and along his line. 
Just as this movement commenced, and while I was detaching three 
other companies to move around his left, a brisk fire was opened from a 
direction which I felt sure must come from our railroad friends, which 
Captain Pond, who just then returned, placed beyond doubt. They 
were advancing at right angles with the enemy’s line, who, being at the 
same time pressed in front by the companies of the Fifty-eighth and 
Twenty-seventh, soon gave way and retired in disorder. The true char- 
acter of the enemy’s position and defenses now appeared. We found sev- 
eral hundred feet of rifle-pit breastworks on the rear of and parallel with 
the railroad, but entirely concealed by low bushes and brush, without 


flank faces, however, though flanked by bushes and woods. This way . 


a kind of outwork, about 75 yards to the rear, is the principal defense, 
a heavy earthwork of 500 or 600 feet front and embrasure looking down 
the Dover road, flank faces, and altogether a strong fortification, espe- 
cially as a swamp on the right, at short musketry range with open 
ground between, renders a flank movement difficult. Considering the 
character of the enemy’s works it is diffigult to imagine why they aban- 
doned thenr on so feeble a defense, especially as they seemed fully 
manned with additional men advanced on the flanks of the outer line. 
It is equally astonishing that our loss in carrying those works could be 
so small, being 1 killed and 1 wounded of the companies of the Pifty- 
eighth and none injured-of the Twenty-seventh; 1 killed and 3 wounded 
of the line which advanced on the flank. The four companies in front 
however, fought deployed as skirmishers, and took advantage of what. 
ever cover the ground afforded. As to the enemy’s loss, 4 were reported 
to me as dead on the ground, 1 as mortally wounded—since died, I 
understand—and 1 wounded was brought a prisoner with us, the other 
wounded having been carried off by themselves. 

In this affair the men behaved remarkably well. Those of the Fifty- 
eighth and Twenty-seventh I can speak of on personal knowledge; the 
others on information | received on the ground. i) 

The namber of the enemy I have no means of estimating, except from 
their fire, which was that of four or five companies. The people of the 
neighborhood said there was a regiment there, but I doubt it. They 
also stated that there was a brigade, with a battery, at Wise’s Forks, 2 
miles in the rear, which may be true. : 

Having destroyed the enemy’s camp and effected the object of the ex- 
Co . fo leisurely by the Dover road to our bivouac behind 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. RICHTER JONES, . 
Colonel Fifty-eighth Regiment. 
Captain JUDSON, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


aN! 
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Hpgrs. Firry-ricuta Ruer. PENNSYLVANIA VOLs., 
Camp at Batchelder’s Creek, N. C., May 1, 1863. 


Str: In reference to the reconnaissance ordered by General Palmer 
ete on the Neuse road in front of Core Creek I have the honor to 
report: 

I proceeded with Companies — and G, Third New York Cavalry, com- 
manded by Captain Pond, in the aggregate about 90 men, toward the 
Neuse, making a long detour in order to get into the rear of and sur- 
prise the cavalry picket at Biddle’s, about 6 miles beyond Core Creek. 
The picket was not there, having been withdrawn on Tuesday evening 
on the news of the fight on the Dover road. Being unsuccessful in this 
collateral affair, | moved forward on the Neuse road toward Moseley’s 
Creek. According to the information obtained at Biddle’s there was a 
brigade of infantry, with artillery, at Moseley’s Creek, but as I advanced 
the number reported continually decreased until, about a mile this side, 
I was told that the enemy had retired entirely after the fight ‘of Tues- 
day. Advancing cautiously, with part of the cavalry dismounted and 


‘deployed as skirmishers, 1 verified the report and found the position 


abandoned. The position at Moseley’s Creek is naturally strong, there 
being two branches of the creek, about 50 yards apart, and the works 
which I found there are two lines of breastworks, one behind each 
branch. The first line, about 400 feet long, isin part a heavy earth- 
work with an embrasure, covering the road, but principally a lighter 
work, good only against musketry, but with a deep rifle-pit in the rear; 
it has also flanking and enfilading faces. The second work is much 
heavier ; has two embrasures; more flanking fire; broad and deeper 
water in front, and is altogether a formidable defense. In the rear of 
the works [I found three separate camps, which [ burned and destroyed. 
From the information I received it seems that the enemy (a brigade of 
infantry without artillery) retired precipitately on Wednesday evening. 
As my arrangements to return the same day did not allow me to follow 
the fugitives, I was obliged to rest satisfied with the reports of the people 
in the neighborhood that there were no regular posts of the enemy 
short of Kinston, and that Kinston itself was 7 or 8 miles distant. 


- From the trepidation everywhere apparent I have no doubt of my hav- 


ing been able to advance within sight of that place without opposition, 
and I would have done so if other circumstances had allowed. On my 
route the inhabitants expressed their opinion freely that the Southern 
troops had abandoned them, and generally they asked me for written 
protection. 

Having accomplished fully the object of the reconnaissance I re- 
turned and reached the bivouac, behind Core Creek, about 9 p. m. 

The cavalry are entitled to great praise for this arduous march of 36 
miles through a country supposed to be filled with enemies and afford- 
ing continual opportunities for ambuscade, and with the prospect of 
ultimately confronting a brigade. They did their duty unflinchingly, 
and the admirable arrangements made by Captain Pond prevented the 
scattered guerrillas whom we saw occasionally from using the advan- 
tages of the swamps and thickets against us. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. RICHTER JONES, 
Colonel Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers. 


Captain JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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MAY 12-26, 1863.—Operations on the Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad, Va., 
} and skirmishes (15th and 16th) near Carrsville. 


RHEPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U.S. Army, commanding the Department of Virginia. 
No. 2.—Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army, commanding at Suffolk. 


No. 1. 


Report of Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. 8S. Army, commanding the Depart- 
ment of Virginia. 


Fort Monroe, May 16, 1863—1 p. m. 


Colonel Foster is covering our work, which is in good progress on the 
railroad near Carrsville. He has been engaged with the enemy more 
or less. For two days a lively artillery fire has been kept up on our 
workmen. Yesterday the enemy advanced within canister range, but 
was driven back with considerable loss. On our side a caisson was 
riddled, a horse killed, and 9 men wounded. 

The iron is arriving in Norfolk. When we get on the other road we 
shall probably have some sharp fighting. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


{Addenda. } 
Extract from “ Record of Events” of Seventh Army Corps.* 


May 12.—Forces under Col. R. 8. Foster went to Carrsville to cover | 
working parties employed in taking up the rails on the railroad between 
Suffolk and the Blackwater. 

May 16.—Surgeon Hand, medical director, and Captain Stevenson 
captured by the guerrillas getting in rear of the troops. 

ae * * * * * * 
May 26.—The expedition commenced returning to their camp, the ob- 


ject of their mission being entirely accomplished ; 36 miles of railroad 
were secured. 


* * * * * * * 


No: 2. 
Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8. Army, commanding at Suffolk. 


Be elt och May 15, 1863. 
olonel Hoster reports good progress up to daylight. The ene 
fired about sixty shot and shell down the railway between 5 and 7 p. we 
no material damage. An attempt on his picket line failed. 
JOHN J. PECK, 


Major- 
Major-General Drx. ajor- General. 


*From Return for the month of May, 1863. 
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May 16, 1863. — 
The work on the road has proceeded slowly from the damage done 
by the rebels; besides, Colonel Foster’s troops have been engaged more 
or less for two days. The enemy has kept up a lively artillery fire on 
the track most of the time. Yesterday they advanced upon his position 
within canister range, not suspecting his amount of artillery, and were 
driven back with much loss. One of Davis’ caissons is riddled with bul- 
lets; 1 horse killed, 9 slightly wounded. Our loss is very slight. Have 
deemed it best to press the work, making that the object rather than 
engaging the enemy at that distance. Colonel Foster has managed thus 
far with great judgment. : 
JOHN J. PECK, 
; Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN A. Dix. 


May 18, 1863. 


In the skirmish of Saturday General Jenkins’ loss was 17 killed and 
about 30 or 40 wounded; ours none, or very slight. 
JOHN J. PECK 
Major-General. 
General Drx. 


MAY 15, 1863.—Capture of the Steamers Emily and Arrow. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Capt. Francis E. Porter, Eighth Massachusetts Infantry. 
No. 2.—Capt. W. Dewees Roberts, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


No. 1. 
Report of Capt. Francis H. Porter, Highth Massachusetts Infantry. 


GENERAL: I have just learned that the steamers Emily and Arrow 
were captured by guerrillas, at Currituck Canal, on Friday. 


Yours, respectfully, fl aes 
ia dae R, 


Captain, Commanding Post. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS. 


{Indorsement. } 


DISTRICT OF ALBEMARLE, 
Plymouth, N. C., May 17, 1863—7 p. m. 


Respectfully referred to Headquarters Department of North Carolina. 
Two gunboats from Captain Flusser’s squadron will start in two 
hours for Roanoke and Currituck, using the North Shore as a tender. 
One hundred and fifty infantry will embark in the boats, to attempt 
the recapture or destruction of the Arrow and Emily. I am not in pos- 
session of the details. The gunboats are the Commodore Perry and 


H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding. 


‘ Valley City. 
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No. 2. 
Report of Capt. W. Dewees Roberts, Eleventh Pennsylwania Cavalry. 


CAMDEN CouRT-HousE AND SuHiLon, N. C., 
May 17, 1863. 

Magor: I have the honor to make the following report from the 
expedition sent out yesterday afternoon to intercept the party supposed 
to have captured the Emily and Arrow. 

The Pasquotank Guerrillas crossed the Pasquotank River about 5 miles 
below Elizabeth City on Friday morning, the 15th instant. About 4 
o'clock in the afternoon they captured one of the above-named boats in 
Currituck Canal, and with her pushed out into North River, where they 
captured the other boat, taking her crew prisoners. They then landed 
their prisoners, and, under a sufficient guard, appear to have taken them 
across the lower end of Camden County to near Shiloh and from thence 
across the Pasquotank River to Elizabeth City, where they arrived on 
the morning of the 16th instant (yesterday). Hearing of a Federal force 
in the vicinity, under Lieutenant Titus, they again went down the river 
and landed on the south side of the Pasquotank. The captured boats 
seem to have been taken down the Albemarle Sound and up the Chowan 
River. The rebel crew declared their intention of so doing, but if over- 
taken by our forces they would then destroy the boats. 

The party capturing these boats seem to have been about 40 of the 
Pasquotank Guerrillas, Captain Elliott commanding, and were guided 
by Captain Sanderlin, of the Camden Guerrillas. None of the Camden 
company, except the captain, were engaged in the capture. 

I have received this information from several persons living in the 
vicinity of Currituck Bridge, and the statements of all being the same 
I deem it entirely reliable. : 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. DEWEES ROBERTS, 
Captain, Hleventh Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry. 
Maj. F. A. STRATTON, 
Commanding at South Mills, N. C. 


{Indorsements. ] 


HEADQUARTERS, South Mills, N. C., May 17, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded to Brigadier-General Viele. F 
Captain Roberts was sent with one company of cavalry and a howit- } 
zer to intercept the captors of the Emily and Arrow immediately upon 
the receipt of General Viele’s dispatch on yesterday, but the notice was 
not soon enough to enable my party to intercept the rebels. Lieutenant 
Titus and one company was also out in the vicinity of Elizabeth City, 
where the rebels landed, but hearing of his presence there they re-em. 
barked and escaped, probably through the Sound. 
FRANKLIN A. STRATTON 
Major, 11th Pa. Cav., Comdg. Detachment at South Mills, N. 0. 


HEADQUARTERS, Norfolk, Va., May 18, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded for the information of the major-general com- 
mange Ae eeeronent, g! , 
sent a dispatch to Major Stratton, a h Mills, as s P 
that the Timily and BStow had been pe yiceaeiiaushs 
EGBERT L. VIELE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


aes 
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MAY 15, 1863.—Expedition from West Point to Robinson’s Plantation, King 
and Queen County, Va. 


Lveport of Brig. Gen. George I. Gordon, U, S. Army. 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES FORCES, 


West Point, Va., May 16, 1863. 
GENERAL: Last night I sent out a small expedition to capture if pos-. 


‘sible—if not, destroy— nany hundredsbushels of grain which a negro 


reported to be ina barn. Running up the left bank of the York River, 
about 2 miles below the mouth of the Mattapony, Captain Babcock, of 
the gunboat Morse, carried my infantry to its destination and co-oper- 
ated with his men and boats. The grain was found stored in a large 
granary ; it wasin bulk. The distance inland was about 1 mile. It was 
found impossible to carry the grain away; therefore the building, with 


-its contents, was destroyed. Captain Motley, of my staff, who accom- 


panied the expedition, estimates the amount of grain destroyed at over 
600 bushels. The barn was very large and a very fine one, securely 
locked and barred. The negro, who proved a faithful guide, says the 
proprietor, Mr. Robinson, has been in the habit of shipping grain to 
Richmond; that he sent a schooner load just before my arrival. 

I am satisfied that the occupation of this Point by our forces and the 
river by the gunboats will compel rebels to resort to land travel, if that 
be possible, to transport the large amounts of grain now on the river 
bank awaiting transportation to Richmond. 

The company of infantry I sent out was Captain Wheeler’s, of the One 
hundred and forty-second Regiment New York Volunteers, Colonel 
Curtis. 

I am indebted to Captain Babcock, of the Morse, for information that 
led to the capture of this grain. eeu 

I am, general, very truly, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. GORDON, © 
Brigadier-General, Comdg. U. S. Forces, West Point, Va. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN A. DIX, 
Fort Monroe, Va. 


MAY 15-28, 1863.—Operations on the Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad and 
skirmishes (17th) near Providence Church and (23d) at Antioch Church 
and Barber’s Cross-Roads, Va. 


RHEPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U.S. Army, commanding the Department of Virginia. 

No. 2.—Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army, commanding at Suffolk. 

No. 3.—Itinerary of the Reserve Brigade, Department of Virginia, Brig. Gen. Isaac J. 
Wistar, U.S. Army, commanding, May 15-28. 


INOs ls 


Report of Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. 8. Army, commanding the Depart- 
ment of Virginia. 
Fort Monroe, VA., May 24, 1863. 


The enemy, with two regiments of infantry and two field pieces, at- 
tacked a detachment of our forces under General Dodge, on the Peters- 
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burg Railroad, 5 miles this side of Zuni, yesterday, and was promptly 

and handsomely repulsed. The rails ie are removing are very heavy, 
By Wi 1 t Suffolk by Thursday. 

but they will all be a y JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


No. 2. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8. Army, commanding at Suffolk. 


; May 17, 1863. 

. General Dodge does not think there is any large force about Smith- 
field. Major Patton had taken 5 men and 6 horses; when returning, his 
rear guard was surprised and driven on the command, and in the fight 
a bridge broke, letting down about 12 of his party, making confusion. 
The prisoners escaped. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
Major-General Drx. 


MAY 18, 1863. 
General Dodge went out with all the force of cavalry, about 140, to 
Smithfield. On the return of the party, Major Patton was attacked by 
about 300 in a swamp and had a heroic fight. He was wounded in 
three places and his horse wounded several times. His men did well. 
JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 
General Dix. 


ee 


May 18, 1863. 

I sent General Dodge to Scott’s Mill and he made a very bold recon- 
naissance with only about 140 men. It was on the return that the at- 
tack was made on the Cypress Mill road, 3 miles from Providence 
Church—not on our maps. Major Patton fought well. His move was 
signaled and they were ready for him, 1 
JOHN J. PECK, 

Major-General. 


General Drx. 


May 20, 1863. 
Major Stratton reports the affair at Newby’s Bridge as highly credit- 
able on the part of Lieutenant Titus and his small detachment. Lieu- 
tenant Beatty, so severely wounded and left, has been brought in and is 
doing well. They had 5 killed and a number wounded, while our loss 
was 4 wounded. 
JOHN J. PECK, 


Major- 
Major-General Drx. ajor-General. 


e 


We 
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radi . : May 24, 1863. 

At the same moment of attacking the advance at Antioch Church a 
demonstration was made at Barber’s Cross-Roads, where a regiment 
is watching the approaches centering there. Both failed, and the en- 
emy was repulsed with considerable loss. At the church we lost 1 cap- 
tured and 3 wounded, and captured a few prisoners. 

Every rail beyond Windsor is removed. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


: Major-General. 
Major-General Drx. 


No. 3. 


Itinerary of the Reserve Brigade, Department of Virginia, Brig. Gen. Isdac 
J. Wistar, U. S. Army, commanding, May 15-28.* 


May 15.—By direction of Major-General Peck, Colonel Wardrop was 


sent, with the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers and Nineteenth Wis- 


consin Volunteers, to assist in protecting working parties engaged in 
tearing up the tracks of the railroad between Suffolk and the Black- 
water. 

May 20.—The Ninth Vermont Volunteers and the One hundred and 
eighteenth New York Volunteers were sent, by order of Major-General 
Peck, on the same duty, under the command of Brigadier-General Dodge. 

May 26.—The Nineteenth Wisconsin Volunteers returned, and May 27 
the other regiments; but the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers were 
ordered out again immediately. 

May 28.—The Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers returned to camp. 


MAY 19-22, 1863.—Expedition from Gloucester Point into Matthews 
County, Va. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, U. 8. Army, commanding Fourth Army Corps. 

No. 2.—Col. Judson Kilpatrick, Second New York Cavalry, commanding Cavalry 
Brigade. 

No, 3.—Lieut. James H. Gillis, U. 8. Navy. 


No. 1. 


Report of Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes, U. S. Army, commanding Fourth 
: Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTH CORPS, 
Fort Yorktown, Va., May 23, 1863. 
Sim: I have the. honor to report that a combined expedition left 
Gloucester Point on the night of the 19th instant and returned. yester- 
day morning under the following instructions : 


A combined expedition will set out to-night for Matthews County. The cavalry 
and a section of artillery, supported by 200 infantry, to leave Gloucester Point at 10 


* From Return for May, 1863. 


bs 
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a, m., will be under the immediate orders of Col. J. Kilpatrick, commanding cavalry 
brigade. The gunboats and ferry-boat, under the command of Lieutenant-Com- . 
mander Gillis, U. 8. Navy, will have on board 200 infantry subject to the orders of 
Lieut. Col. C. C. Suydam, of my staff. A small supply of intrenching tools will be 
on board, with some extra ammunition for the field artillery. The infantry will carry 
100 rounds of ammunition per man, and all the troops will have two days’ cooked 


rations. 

Colonel Kilpatrick will consult with Lieutenant-Commander Gillis and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Suydam in regard to the movement necessary to insure prompt and effective 
co-operation. Besides inflicting as much injury as possible on armed enemies the 
detachments of the expedition will capture and bring in all animals and supplies 
needful to our troops that may be found, but will not wantonly burn or pillage 


anywhere. 
E. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding Fourth Army Corps. 


The cavalry was from the New York Harris Light and Twelfth Illi- 
nois. The artillery was commanded by Captain Mink, of the First New 
York Volunteer Artillery, and the two battalions of infantry were from 
the One hundred and Sixty-ninth Pennsylvania Drafted Militia and the 
¥ourth Delaware, commanded, respectively, by Majors Smyth and La 
Motte. 

The expedition was conducted with spirit by the officers, and the men 
behaved well. Only some straggling parties of the enemy were seen. 
One guerrilla was killed and 2 of our men were wounded. About 300 
horses and mules were captured, besides about 150 head of horned cattle 
and the same number of sheep. A small amount of grain was brought 
in, anda large amount of grain and forage collected for the rebel Gov- 
ernment was destroyed. Five mills stored with grain and flour were 
burned. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
KK. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding Fourth Army Corps. 


Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, 
Commanding Department of Virginia. 


\ 


No. 2. 


_ Report of Col. Judson Kilpatrick, Second New York Cavalry, commanding 
Cavalry Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Fort Yorktown, Va., May 22, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report the entire success of the expe- 
eon ea my command sent out by you on the morning of the 20th 
instant. 

I left Gloucester Point at 1 a.m.; reached Gloucester Court-House 
at daylight; passed down into Matthews County, and communicated 
with Lieutenant-Colonel Suydam, in command of the forces sent by 
water, at 9 a. m., at the head of North River. 

Having posted pickets across the neck from North River to Pianka- 
tank, I proceeded to Matthews Court-House without opposition, and 
again communicated with Lieutenant-Colonel Suydam. I returned to 
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Gloucester Court-House onthe evening of the 21st, having scouted the 
whole of Matthews and a portion of Gloucester Counties, finding only 
straggling parties of the enemy. 

The entire expedition returned at 8 a.m. this morning, without the 
loss of aman. ‘Two men of the Second New York were wounded by a 
guerrilla; the guerrilla was killed. We captured and brought with us 
300 horses and mules, 150 head of beef cattle, and the same of sheep. 
Large quantities of grain and forage collected for the rebel Government 
were destroyed. 

The officers and men of the command deserve great credit for the 
prompt and soldierly manner in which evéry order was obeyed and duty 
performed. 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. KILPATRICK, 
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry Brigade. 
® 


_ Maj. Gen. E. D. Kryzs, 
Commanding Fourth Army Corps. 


No. 3. 
Report of Lieut. James H. Gillis, U: 8. Navy. 


U. S. GuNBOAT COMMODORE MORRIS, 
Off Yorktown, Va., May 22, 1863. 


Str: [ have to report that at the request of Major-General Keyes I 
have acted in conjunction with Brigadier-General Kilpatrick, by cover- 
ing his operations in Matthews County. The object of the expedition 
was to mount al! the dismounted men under his command. 

Qn the morning of the 20th instant I took on board 100 men from the 
Fourth Delaware Volunteers, under Major La Motte, and with the 
Winnisimmet in company, she having on board 100 of the same regi- 
ment, proceeded to North River, where we arrived at 5.30 a.m. I re- 
mained at this place until communication was had with General Kil- 
patrick, and in the evening I went into East River to cover his opera- 
tions there. I remained at this place until abort 9 o’clock the next 
morning and then started for the rendezvous on North River. After I 
arrived some horses were brought on board the Winnisimmet and we 
lay quiet all day waiting to hear from the different squads that had 
been sent out. At 6 o’clock, all being ready for a departure, I took on 
board 200 of the Fourth Delaware and started for Yorktown, where I 
arrived at 12.30 last night. 

About 250 horses, 150 head of cattle, and a large number of sheep 
were captured by the land forces in their march across the country. 

General Kilpatrick and Lieutenant-Colonel Suydam, in obedience to 
orders issued to them, destroyed all the property which they considered 
useful to the rebels. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| J. H. GILLIS, 
Tieutenant, Commanding. 
B. C. CHETWOOD, 
Lieut. Col. and Inspector General, Fourth Army Corps. 
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MAY 20-23, 1863.—Demonstration upon Kinston, N. C., and skirmishes — 
(22d) at Gum Swamp and (23d) at Batchelder’s Creek. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding the Department of North 
Carolina. 
No. 2.—Col. J. Richter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, of skirmish at Gum 
Swamp. 
No. 3.—Itinerary of the First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, Brig. Gen. Innis 
N. Palmer commanding, May 20-23. 
No. 4.—Col. George H. Peirson, Fifth Massachusetts Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 
No. 5.—Col. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 
No. 6.—Col. Silas P. Richmond, Third Massachusetts Infantry, Second Brigade, Fifth 
e Division, of operations May 23. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding the Depart- 
ment of North Carolina. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. C., May 22, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, finding the enemy’s troops 
were constantly being drained from this department for Virginia, and 
finding that I could safely make a demonstration toward Kinston and 
capture the enemy’s picket regiment, 1 ordered Col. J. Richter Jones, 
commanding outpost (Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers), to en- 
deavor to surround the enemy ateGum Swamp, and, if capturing it, to 
make a demonstration as if attacking in force, carefully guarding a safe 
and sure retreat. I re-enforced him with four regiments, four pieces of 
artillery, and three companies of cavalry, and I'am happy to say that 
so far the plan has been successfully carried out. Colonel Jones sur- 
rounded the Iifty-eighth North Carolina, attacking them on four sides, 
and succeeded in capturing between 200 and 300 prisoners. 

1 forward this meager account by this opportunity, and will have the 
honor to send the further details as soon as they are ascertained. 

Colonel Jones is some 7 miles from Kinston, threatening that place. 
His retreat, should he be forced to fall back, is perfectly secure. 

In my previous letters I omitted to mention, Owing to the press of 
business and the fact that I was just going on a tour of inspection, a 
very successful little affair of four companies Third New York Cavalry 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, about the 7th of this month.* They 
were ordered to make a circuit from New Berne to the White Oak River 
via Pollocksville and Young’s Cross-Roads and return by the way of 
Newport. Colonel Lewis, learning where a company of the enemy’s 
cavalry were, which had gone from Kinston to endeavor to cut the rail- 
road communication between this point and Beaufort, charged them and 
succeeded in killing 2, capturing 14, and takin g 36 horses, and without 
the loss of a man killed or wounded on our side. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, f 


Major-General, Co ing. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatxxck, Re hee be etc 


General-in-Chief, U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. C. 
* Reference probably to skirmish at Peletier’s Mill, May 5, 


™ 
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY Corps, 
; New Berne, N. C., June 2, 1863. 

GENERAL: Referring to my brief report of May 22, I have the honor 
to report that, learning from Col. J. Richter Jones, commanding outpost, 
that he deemed it possible to capture the enemy’s outpost regiments at 
Gum Swamp, 8 miles from Kinston, I ordered Colonel Lee’s brigade, con- 
sisting of the Fifth, Twenty-fifth, Twenty-seventh, and Forty-sixth 
Massachusetts Regiments, three pieces of Riggs’ battery, and a bat- 
talion of cavalry, to report to him. 

Colonel Jones ordered the Fifth, Twenty-fifth, and Forty-sixth, with 
the artillery and cavalry, under command of Colonel Peirson, Fifth 
Massachusetts, to advance up the railroad and Dover roads to attack 
the enemy’s works in the front, while the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers and the Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, under 
the immediate command of Colonel Jones, took a path through the 
swamp to reach the rear of the enemy’s position. 

The main column, under Colonel Peirson, met the enemy’s pickets at 
daylight of the 22d, and, driving them in, commenced an attack on the 
front. Colonel Jones, with his command, owing to the character of the 
road they had taken (the men having to go by single file), did not arrive 
at the desired pface until 9 a.m. On arriving in rear of the enemy’s 
position Colonel Jones deployed such portions of his command as could 
be used to advantage, opened fire, and advanced. The enemy fired a 
few desultory volleys, then broke and fled in great confusion, taking to 
the swamps, and escaping by paths known only to themselves. On 
hearing the firing of Colonel Jones’ command Colonel Peirson advanced 
his command and entered the works in front. After securing the pris- 
oners (165) and spoils, demolishing the enemy’s works and resting his 
men, Colonel Jones made a demonstration and show of advance on Kin- 
ston. At dusk the same evening his pickets were driven in and he 
found himself attacked by the enemy in force and with artillery. He, 
in obedience to orders, at once retired, followed by the enemy, and 
reached our outpost line without loss. Colonel Lee’s brigade was put 
on cars in waiting and returned to their camps, ae 

The enemy, mortified at the success of Colonel Jones, and being 
strongly re-enforced from Goldsborough, attacked our outpost line on 
the p. m. of the 23d. I sent out a supporting force to Colonel Jones and 
the enemy were repulsed at every point, but with great loss to us and 
the service in the death of Colonel Jones, who was shot through the 
heart as he was leading on two companies of his regiment to dislodge the 
enemy from a position he had taken up. By the death of Colonel Jones 
a most brave, zealous, and able officer has been lost to the service and 


to this department. ; f 
I have the honor to inclose a list of casualties and a list of prisoners 


and articles captured. ; 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief, U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. C. 
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Report of Col. J. Richter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, of 
skirmish at Gum Swamp. 


Camp At Gum Swamp, E1cHT MILES FROM KINSTON, 
May 22, 1863—12 m. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that my attempt to cut off the en- 
emy’s troops at Gum Swamp has partially succeeded. 

I made the detour successfully with the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania 
and Twenty-seventh Massachusetts, and attacked the enemy in the rear; 
but, owing to my defective knowledge of the ground, le was able to de- 
fend himself some time under cover of a swamp, and when finally broken 
his men mostly escaped. 

However, we captured 165 prisoners, and almost took General Ran- 
som himself, who was accidentally at the post. The enemy’s regiments 
engaged were the Fifty-sixth North Carolina and Twenty-fifth North 
Carolina, and on our part the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania and Twenty- | 
seventh Massachusetts. Our loss is small—2 wounded, of the Fifty- 
eighth. Of the enemy, I have 6 wounded reported to me. 

Our [I] propose reconnoitering Wise’s Cross-Roads this afternoon, 
aan to-morrow returning to our old lines. A particular report here- : 
after. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
J. RICHTER JONES, 
: Commanding Outposts. 
Lieut. Col. SourHarD Horrman, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Eighteenth Army Corps. 


No. 3. 4 


Itinerary of the First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, Brig. Gen. Innis 
N. Palmer commanding, May 20-23.* 


May 20.—The Twenty-fifth and Forty-sixth Regiments, of the Second 
Brigade, which were commanded by Colonel Peirson, of the Fifth Mas- 
sachusetts Volunteer Militia, in accordance with orders from Headquar- 
ters Highteenth Army Corps, moved at midnight to Batchelder’s Oreek 
the commanding officer of the detachment reporting to Col. J. R. J ones, 
of the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania, commanding outpost. 

May 21,—The remainder of the Second Brigade (accompanied by Lieu- 
tenant Horton, acting commissary of musters, and Lieutenant Allen, 
aide-de-camp on the division staff), consisting of the Twenty-seventh 


“From Return for May, 1863. 
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Massachusetts Volunteers and the Fifth Massachusetts Volunteer 
Militia, was transported by railroad to White’s house, about 1 mile from 
Core Creek, where they were afterward joined by the remainder of the 
brigade and the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania, with some cavalry and ar- 
tillery. At dusk the Twenty-seventh was sent, with the Fifty-eighth 
Pennsylvania, both under the immediate command of Colonel Jones, of 
the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania, by an unfrequented path to the rear of 
the enemy’s outpost, at Gum Swamp, some 8 miles from Kinston, N.C. 
At midnight the remainder of the column moved up the Dover road (to 
which they had previously marched from the railroad) to attack the 


. enemy in front. 


May 22.—At daybreak the advance of the United States troops on the 
Dover road encountered the enemy’s pickets. and drove them in. The 
main body then came up and annoyed the enemy with desultory skir- 
mish firing until about 10 a. m., when Colonel Jones (who had succeeded 


in reaching the enemy’s rear) made a dash upon their position, and, in 


conjunction with the troops in front, succeeded in capturing 165 prison- 
crs. Our column now slowly retired, closely followed by the enemy with 
cavalry and artillery. He shelled our rear for some time, but without 
effect, and about 9 p. m. our troops bivouacked behind Core Creek. 

May 23.—At daylight our pickets were attacked, but the enemy’s ad- 
vance was driven back by a few well-directed shell.. A move was then 
made toward the railroad, but it was soon discovered that the enemy 
had crossed Core Creek, on the line of the railroad, and were reoccu- 
pying in force. Accordingly Colonel Jones, wishing to avoid another 
action, made his way through a dense swamp, striking the railroad 
several miles below White’s house, and, taking the cars awaiting there, 
returned to New Berne about 5 p.m. The prisoners on their arrival 
were paroled by the following staff officers of this division: Captain 
Judson, assistant adjutant-general; Lieutenant Horton, acting commis- 
sary of musters; Lieutenant Allen, acting aide-de-camp. The pickets 
at Batcheldei’s Creek were shortly after attacked, and the Forty-fifth 
Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, of the First Brigade, was 
sent out. 


No. 4. 


Report of Col. George H. Peirson, Fifth Massachusetts Infantry, com- 
manding Second Brigade. 


Hpers. SuconD Brie., First Div., EIGHTEENTH A. C., 
New Berne, N. C., May 27, 1863. 


By reason of the lamented death of Col. J. Richter Jones, Fifty-eighth 
Penvsylvania Volunteers, a most gallant, earnest, devoted, and loyal- 
hearted soldier and patriot, and the commander of the late expedition 
to the enemy’s outpost, known as Gum Swamp, it devolves upon the 
undersigned, being the senior officer present, to make as complete a re- 
port thereof as possible for the information of the commanding general. 
The forces comprising the expedition consisted of Lee’s brigade (Twen- 
ty-fifth, Twenty-seventh, Fifth, and Iorty-sixth Massachusetts Regi- 
ments), under the immediate command of the undersigned ; the Fifty- 
eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Curtiss; three pieces of Battery H, Third New York Artillery, under 
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command of Lieut. John D. Clark; and four companies of the Third 
New York Cavalry and Allis’ battery, under command of Captain 
Jacobs. 

The Twenty-fifth and Forty-sixth Regiments, with the artillery, left 
New Berne at midnight of the 20th instant and arrived at Batchelder’s 
Creek at daybreak on the morning of the 21st. _ 

The Twenty-seventh and Fifth Regiments arrived at Batchelder’s 
Creek by rail at $ o’clock on the 21st, and soon after the cavalry re- 
ported near the creek, on the Neuse road. Colonel Jones then took 
command, sent forward by rail the Twenty-seventh and Fifth Regiments 


to White’s house, in the vicinity of a mile from Core Creek; the cav- . 


alry and artillery by the Dover road, and subsequently, on the return of 
the train, transported the remaining infantry to White’s house. From 
there, about 5 o’clock, the Twenty-seventh Regiment was sent up the 
railroad to a depot on Core Creek, there to halt and await further or- 
ders. The remaining regiments marched to Core Creek, on the Dover 
road, where we joined the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania, previously sent 
forward by Colonel Jones. 

The object of the expedition was to surround and capture a rebel 
regiment at Gum Swamp, the outpost of the enemy, 8 miles from Kins- 
ton. I have vow the honor to state in detail, so far as I am able, the 
means taken to accomplish it. 

It was decided to send two regiments by an unfrequented and cir- 
cuitous path to the enemy’s rear, while the main column moved up and 


occupied the enemy’s attention and prevented his escape in front; both ~ 


columns were to arrive at the enemy’s intrenchments as near daybreak 
as possible on the morning of the 22d, and thus make a joint attack 
front and rear. Accordingly, at dusk on the 21st, Colonel Jones 
moved at the head of his column, consisting of the Fifty-eighth Penn- 
sylvania and Twenty-seventh Massachusetts, which he subsequently 
joined at the depot, and stealthily proceeded, under cover of the night 
and by direction of a faithful guide, to gain the enemy’s rear. 

Not being able to state from personal knowledge the movements and 
doings of this column I quote so much of the reports of Lieutenant- 
Colonels Lyman and Curtiss as appertains to this: 


FROM THE REPORT OF LIEUTENANT-COLONEL LYMAN. 


At 8 o’clock Colonel Jones, with his regiment, joined us, when the march com- 
menced. We left the railroad to our right and took a path through the woods and 
swamp running, in its general direction, parallel with the railroad and I should judge 
from 1 to 3 miles from it. The path was almost impenetrable for a large part of the 
way, and it was with great difficulty we succeeded in getting throngh. The guide 
is deserving of great praise for bringing us out at the point indicated, showing a 
thorough knowledge of the country. We arrived at a point about 1 mile in rear of 
the enemy’s works at 7 o’clock in the morning, only halting during the night to clear 
our way. The march was necessarily slow and very tedious; the distance was said 
to be 14 miles; in my opinion it wasmuch farther. Here the men were allowed to rest 
for a half hour to eat their breakfast. Moving on to within a short distance of the 
breastwork Colonel Jones ordered me to send four companies to hold the Dover road 
to prevent an attack upon our rear by the enemy coming from Kinston. I detailed 
Companies LB, C, G, and K, under command of Captain Caswell, and sent them as 
directed; three more companies of the regiment were ordered to advance and take 
possession of the railroad at a point above the works. Companies H, I and D wee 
sent forward under command of Captain Sanford. The remaining companies of the 
regiment were held in reserve for the support of Captain Sanford under m y own orders 
Captain Sanford came upon the enemy almost immediately, directly in front of his 
advance ; they having retreated from their works and taken position behind the rail- 
road embankment, he attacked them immediately. Abrisk musketry fire was 6 t u 
for a short time on both sides, when Captain Sanford ordered a charge with the a Ms 
onet, which was done in splendid style, the enemy retreating to the woods, our aoe 
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following and taking a number of prisoners. As soon as a charge was made I took 
the reserve farther to the left, so as to cut off the enemy’s retreat upon the railroad 
above Captain Sanford’s position. Most of the prisoners were taken between and in 
front of these two detachments. 


FROM THE REPORT OF LIEUTENANT-COLONEL CURTISS. 


The two regiments turned off to the left of the railroad into a kind of path, which 
was not often traveled. We pursued the wanderings of this path, streams, swalps, 
swales, and ditches, where it seemed impossible for man to pass. The great difficulty. 
of moving, except by single file, prevented our arrival at the works until about 10 
o'clock a. m., when Colonel Jones, who commanded the expedition, directed that two 
companies from the Fifty-eighth, then under my command, to wit, Company I, under 
the command of Lieut. W. W. Wells, and Company K, to be sent forward, under the 
command of Capt. Cecil Clay. These companies immediately deployed as skirmish- 
ers and advanced cautiously, under cover of the wood, until they arrived at a cleared 
field near the railroad and within plain view of the enemy’s works. Both companies 
quickly opened fire, and then under a double-quick charged upon the enemy, captur- 
ing one piece of artillery while the officer in charge was endeavoring to discharge it 
upon us. Company I, commanded by Lieutenant Wells, arrived at the piece, having 
the shortest distance to go, a little in advance of Company K, which was making! 
with all possible speed to capture the piece. The enemy fled terror-stricken, after 
discharging their pieces, in all directions into the adjacent swamps, except the rebel 
lieutenant commanding the artillery, who was vainly endeavoring to discharge his 
piece upon our advancing column, but which was wrested from him and captured, 
together with six horses, which had become detached from the piece, and with their 
drivers were endeavoring to flee. 


The other column, under my own immediate command, moved from 
Core Creek at midnight on the 21st, and at daybreak encountered the 
enemy’s pickets about 1 mile from their intrenched position at Gum 
Swamp. The column moved up steadily to within 500 or 600 yards of 
the intrenchments and were there deployed—the Twenty-fifth on the 
extreme right, the Fifth on the extreme left, and the Forty-sixth in 


- support of the artillery in the center; the cavalry were placed within 


Supporting distance in the rear. My object was simply to attract the 
attention of the enemy and as far as possible to keep them in ignorance 
of our real intention. Accordingly I ordered each regiment to send for- 
ward skirmishers and draw the fire’of the enemy, keeping themselves 
protected as much as possible. Desultory firing was thus kept up for 
several hours, with trifling damage to ourselves and probably to the 
enemy. About half past 9 or 10 rapid firing was heard in the rear of 
the enemy. Judging that Colonel Jones had succeeded in reaching the 
desired position, I moved forward the Twenty-fifth Massachusetts on the 
right and the Fifth Massachusetts on the left, and ordered them to be 
prepared, if necessary, to charge the intrenchments. The Forty-sixth 
Massachusetts were ordered to support the Twenty-fifth, advancing 
farther to the front; Colonel Pickett, commanding Twenty-fifth, pru- 
dently threw forward skirmishers to ascertain if the works were aban- 
doned. The skirmishers reporting that the enemy had left their first 
line I ordered forward the regiments rapidly to gather up the fruits of 
the victory. On entering the work we met detachments of the Twenty- 
seventh Massachusetts and Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania bringing in pris- 
oners, navy of whom they had captured by brilliantly charging them. 
Detached squads were sent into the swamps to hunt out and capture 
those of the enemy who were there concealed; many prisoners were 
taken in this manner. ; ; ; . 
The force of the enemy, from the information received from prisoners, 
appears to have been between 600 and 700. The escape of so many was 
principally owing to the fact that the detachment of theo Iifty-eighth 
Pennsylvania sent down the Dover road to attack directly in the rear 
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routed the enemy before another detachment of the Twenty-seventh 
Massachusetts had reached the railroad on the left. 

Colonel Jones, 2s soon as he could communicate with our column, or- 
dered forward the cavalry, but the enemy, before the cavalry could 
overtake them, had proceeded too far to be cut off. 

The whole force remained at and near these works until after 5 o’clock 
p. m., many of the men employed in demolishing the works, the others 
being allowed to rest. At this time our pickets were attacked by artil- 
lery and infantry and driven in. The Twenty-seventh and Fifty-eighth, 
then in bivouac on the other side of the creek, joined the main column, 
and a disposition was made of the whole force to resist an attack. After 
opening with artillery upon the enemy, who were in considerable force 
on the railroad, the column slowly retired, one piece of Battery H being 
in the rear of the infantry and one company of cavalry, under command 
of Captain Willson, covering the rear of thecolumn. The enemy closely 
followed and opened with artillery upon our column, fortunately doing 
no harm, to which Lieutenant Clark replied with a few shots. Another 
column, apparently of considerable strength, moved down the railroad 
on the right. At 10 o’clock p.m. we crossed Core Oreek and encamped 
for the night, being undisturbed by the enemy. A little after daybreak 
on the morning of the 23d the enemy’s skirmishers engaged ours at the 
creek, but a few shell from our artillery silenced their skirmish firing 
altogether. 

Colonel Jones had previously determined to move his command fa 
two eclumns from Core Creek, the one on the Dover road to Batchel- 
der’s Creek and the other by the cross-roads to the railroad and thence 
by cars to New Berne. In the opinion of Colonel Jones the enemy were 
not posted in any very considerable strength at this creek, and hence 
he did not deem it necessary to vary from his previous plans. Accord- 


ingly Colonel Jones, with the artillery, cavalry, and Fifty-eighth Peny- : 


sylvania, guarding the prisoners and baggage train, moved leisurely 
down the Dover road to Batchelder’s Creek without the least molesta- 
tion from the enemy. The main column (Lee’s brigade), under my im- 
mediate command, took the cross-road leading to the railroad, distant 
some 3 miles. Colonel Pickett, being at the head, sent forward one 
company as an advance guard, with orders to proceed to the railroad 
and report the condition of things there. In afew moments messengers 
came back from Lieutenant Hunt, Twenty-seventh Regiment who had 
been left with 20 men at the Core Creek railroad bridge, with the in- 


formation that the enemy had driven in his pickets and that three reg- . 


iments were coming down the railroad track with the very evident 
intention of commanding the road, or, at all events, of attacking our left 
and rear before we could reach the cars. Judging that it was most 
wise under the circumstances to avoid a collision with the enemy, inas- 
much as a victory even would have been a sacrifice of men and barren 
of any substantial benefits, and the more certainly to prevent their 
getting between our column and the cars, then in waiting in the vicinity 
of White’s house, on consultation with Colonel Pickett, Twenty-fifth 
Massachusetts, and my staff officers, Captain Bartlett and Lieutenant 
Myrick, I determined to strike in a diagonal direction through the 
woods to the left and thus reach the cars in the shortest time, “Unfor- 
tunately we were obliged to pass through a dense, briery-tangled, and 
dismal swamp, so common in the low marshy lands in this part of the 
sountry. Our progress was thus somewhat delayed, but in due time 
the whole column safely crossed and took the cars for New Berne 

The subsequent attack by the enemy at Batchelder’s Creek on the 
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afternoon of the 23d, which resulted in the death of Colonel J ones, not 
being within the limits or against the forces of my command, I have no 
report concerning this to make. Most of the commanders who have 
made their reports to me unite with their commands in deploring the 
loss the department and the service have sustained in his death. As 
« soldier he was brave, stout-hearted, and untiring in his efforts 3; asa 
man, earnest, magnanimous, honorable, and devoted to his duty. He 
was never appalled by danger or overcome by incapacitating fear, but 
always sought to deal heavy and sturdy blows against the enemies of 
his country. 

I desire to mention in favorable terms the forces under my command. 
The Twenty-seventh and Fifty-eighth Regiments are deserving of praise 


_ for the patience with which they bore the fatigues of the night march 


and the gallant manner in which they charged upon and captured so 
many of the enemy. Lieutenant-Colonel Lyman speaks in approving 
terms of his officers and men. Lieutenant-Colonel Curtiss specially 
mentions Captain Clay, Company K, and Lieutenant Wells, Company 
I, for their energy, skill, and gallantry. I commend the Twenty-fifth 
Massachusetts for their high state of discipline and for the promptness 
and zeal which they displayed on all occasions. The Fifth and Forty- 
sixth Massachusetts manisested great enthusiasm to distinguish them- 
selves and add to their character as regiments; had serious work been 
required of them I have no doubt they would have done it with spirit 
and determination. * 

I have the honor to report the following number of prisoners and the 
following list of captured property as the fruits of the expedition: One 
hundred and sixty-five prisoners, 28 horses, 10 mules, 2 baggage wagons, 
3 ambulances, 10 sets single harness, 6 artillery harness (complete), 11 
saddles, 3 saddles (artillery), 9 bridles, 80 muskets, 80 sets of equip- 
ments, 11,000 rounds of ammunition, 1 12-pounder howitzer with limber. 

I have the honor also to state the casualties in tabular form: 
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I have the honor to transmit an elegant and accurate map of the de- 
fenses at Gum Swamp, drawn by Sergt. Charles Brigham, Company K, 
Fifth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Militia. t 


lonel, very respectfully, yours 
he usar ji "GEORGE H. PEIRSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Lieut. Col. SourHARD. HOFFMAN, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


*Medal of honor awarded to Sergt. Andrew S. Bryant, Company A, Forty-sixth 
Massachusetts, for gallantiy in this action. 
+ Not found. 
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No. 5. 
Report of Col. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 


Hpors. TWENTY-FIFTH REGT. MASSACHUSETTS VOLS., 
Camp Oliver, New Berne, N. C., May 25, 1863. 


Sir: Lhave the honor to submit the following report of the part taken 
by the Twenty-fifth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers in the late ex- 
pedition to Gum Creek : : 

I lett my camp in this city at 12.30 o’clock on the morning of the 
21st. My orders were to proceed to Batchelder’s Creek and report for 
orders to Colonel Jones, Fifty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers. I veached Batchelder’s Creek a little after daylight and imme- 
diately reported. Having some hours in which to rest my men, I placed 
them in the woods on the right of the road leading to the camp of the 
Fifty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. At about 3 p.m.1I 
placed my regiment aboard a train of cars in waiting and moved up 
the railroad about 8 miles in the direction of Core Creek. There we 
disembarked and joined the other regiments of the Second Brigade, the 
Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers and the Fifth Massachusetts 
Volunteer Militia. We then marched to Core Creek and bivouacked 
until 11.30 o'clock. 

At 12 o’clock we took up the line of march for Gum Creek, my regi- 
ment in the advance. After crossing the bridge at Core Creek I threw 
forward Company K, Capt. J. Waldo Denny commanding, as an ad- 
vance guard. We moved on quietly, meeting no opposition from or 
seeing any signs of the enemy until about 4 o’clock in the morning of 
the 22d, when our advance guard met the enemy’s pickets, exchanged 
shots with them, and drove them in. Advancing cautiously, we were 
soon in the neighborhood of the enemy’s camp. By order of Colonel 
Peirson I filed my regiment into the field to the right of the road and 
took position on the left flank of the enemy, forming line of battle. I 
sent out Company K, Capt. J. Waldo Denny, and Company E, Capt. 
Thomas O’Neil, as skirmishers and to discover and report the position 
of the enemy. Captains Denny and O’Neil soon sent word that they 
were within sight of along line of earthworks and had exchanged shots 
with the enemy. I instructed them to engage him closely, so as to draw 


if possible his attention from his flanks and rear. This they succeeded - 


in doing admirably. Our skirmishers exchanged their first shots with 
the enemy at his earthworks at about 6.30 o’clock. At 10 o’clock we 
heard firing in the rear of the enemy, which indicated the approach of 
Colonel Jones in that direction. I immediately strengthened my line 
of skirmishers by throwing forward Company A. Captain Goodwin, and 
moved forward my regiment in line of battle. Company A was 's00n 
over the earthworks. The enemy, outflanked and attacked in the rear 
had fled precipitately to the woods and swamps, and I had the pleasure 
in afew moments of seeing my regimental colors planted upon their in- 
trenchments. At 5 p.m. the enemy, no doubt re-enforced from Kinston 
moved down the railroad and commenced shelling the woods. : 
The object of the expedition having been accomplished, after our 
artillery had thrown a few shells at them, we took up the line of march 
for Core Creek; my regiment, with Company —, of the Third New York 
Cavalry, and one piece of artillery from Battery —, Third New York 
Artillery, formed the rear guard. The enemy followed us, occasionally 
shelling the woods. They, however, did us no damage, and we arrived 


: 
. 
. 
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safely at Core Creek at about 10.30 that night. We bivouacked here 
without fires for the night. 
At 6.30 o’clock on the morning of the 23d we took up the line of march 


for the railroad, there to take the cars for Batchelder’s Creek. The col- 


umn had been in motion but a few moments when the enemy’s advance 
guard fired upon our troops from the other side of the creek. Our artil- 
lery soon dispersed them, and, being in the advance, I threw forward 
one company as advance guard, with orders to proceed to the railroad 
and report the condition of things there. In afew moments messengers 
came in with information that the enemy had driven in the pickets of 
the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, who were stationed upon the 
railroad, and that they were moving down in force (three regiments), 
with the very evident intention of striking our left flank and rear before 
we could reach the cars. In order to prevent this movement, which 
would have proved very disastrous to us, by order of Colonel Peirson 
I filed the head of the column:to the left into the woods, intending to 
run parallel with the railroad for some distance and then to strike it 
far enough down as to enable us to bring our whole force into position 
and give them battle. The head of the column struck into a swamp, 
which at first seemed but little likely to impede our march, but ere long 
it became almost impenetrable and seemed interminable; without guides 
and in endeavoring to reach the railroad, we lost our way. Finally a 
pocket-compass was obtained; and in a short time we struck the rail- 
road some distance below where we intended to and about 2 miles above 
Tuscarora Depot. Here we met the cars, and the men were picked up 
as they came out of the woods, and without any further occurrence of 
importance were conveyed to New Berne. I reached my camp between 
3 and 4 p. m. Saturday, the 23d.* 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, yours, 
JOSIAH PICKETT, 
Colonel, Comdg. Twenty-jifth Regt. Massachusetts Vols. 


Capt. GEORGE W. BARTLETT, 
A. A. A. G., Second Brig., First Div., Eighteenth A. C. 


No. 6. 


Report of Col. Silas P. Richmond, Third Massachusetts Infantry, Second 
Brigade, Fifth Division, of operations May 23. 


Hpe@Rrs. THIRD MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEER MILITIA, 
Camp Jourdan, near New Berne, N. C., May 25, 1863. 

COLONEL: I have the honor to make the following report of the 
movement of my command during the late disturbance at the outposts: 
- At4 p.m. on the 23d instant I received orders to have my command 
in readiness to march at a moment’s notice with 60 rounds of ammu- 
nition. 

At 7 p.m. about 200 rebel prisoners were committed to my charge, 
and at the same time news came that Colonel Jones, Fifty-eighth Penn- 
sylvania, was killed at Batchelder’s Creek, and that his regiment, to- 
gether with Lee’s brigade, had been driven in with some Joss. ‘ 

At 8p. m. I received orders to march immediately. I did so, having 
written instructions to govern my movements. Being obliged to leave 


*Nominal list of casualties shows 3 men wounded and 1 missing. 
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a strong guard over the rebel prisoners, I had with me only 25 officers 
and 453 men. I took the Neuse road and proceeded to a point beyond 
its intersection with the railroad, and halted in a convenient position 
for communication with our force on the Neuse road, near Batchelder’s 
Creek, and also with our force on the railroad near the same creek. 
We there rested on our arms during the remainder of the night. : 

Just after daylight on the 24th, by order of General Palmer, I sent 
Company A, of my command, forward to the junction of the Neuse and 
Washington roads to support a section of Howell’s battery. i 

At 9.30 a. m., report having been received from the outposts that the 
enemy had retired, I received orders to return with my command to 
camp at New Berne, leaving the outposts as they were. The day was 
extremely hot and the roads very dusty, therefore we marched very 
slowly. Reached camp about noon. No severe casualties. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Ss. P. RICHMOND, 
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Col. J. JOURDAN, 
Comdg. Second Brig., Fifth Div., Highteenth Army Corps. 


MAY 31-JUNE 1, 1863.—Evacuation of West Point, Va. 


Report of Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon, U. S. Army, with itinerary of his 
division, May 4-Jrne 1. 


YORKTOWN, VA., June 1, 1863. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the successful removal of the | 

force under my command from West Point, without the loss of a single 

man or the abandonment of a single dollar’s worth of Government 

property. About 7 p.m. this evening, just twenty-four hours after the 

movement commenced, I removed the planking of the wharf and sailed 
from the post. 

I am, sir, yours, truly, 


GEO. H. GORDON, 


Brigadier- General. 
Major-General Drx. 


Itinerary of the Second Division, Fourth Army Corps, May 4—J une 1.* 


May 4.—At Suffolk, Va., Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon assumed com- 
mand of the division [formerly Abercrombie’s]. 

ei 5.—Broke up camp and moved by rail to Norfolk the same 
night. 

May 6.—EXmbarked on transports for Fort Monroe. 

May 7.—Sailed for West Point, and.on arriving there immediately 
commenced throwing up fortifications for defense, consisting of a line of 
intrenchment extending from the Mattapony to the Pamunkey The 
Fortieth Massachusetts was thrown out to the front on picket while 
the rest of the division worked constantly and well on the intrench- 
ments. Six earthworks, mounting fifteen guns, and having embrasures 


* 17 a * f* ; , 
From “Record of Events” on Return for May, 1863, 
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for twenty-six, and making a complete circle of fire, were thrown up and 
made very strong by ditches and abatis. Parties were sent out into 
the surrounding country, who destroyed or brought away large quanti- 
ties of grain, seized horses, mules, bacon, &c., and great numbers of 
negroes were brought in. 

May 31, Sunday.—Commenced to embark for Yorktown, which was 
continued without interruption from the enemy until everything was 
safely on board of the transports and taken to Yorktown. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ORDERS, AND RETURNS RELATING 
SPECIALLY TO OPERATIONS IN NORTH CAROLINA AND 
SOUTHEASTERN VIRGINIA FROM AUGUST 20, 1862, TO. 
JUNE 3, 1863. ; 


UNION CORRESPONDENCH, HTC. 


Fort MONROE, August 20, 1862—10 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. E. D. Keyes, 
Commanding Fourth Corps, Yorktown, -Va. : 


Your corps is to halt at Yorktown until further orders. If you have 
passed beyond the vicinity of that place when this reaches you, you will 
at once return to Yorktown and there await further orders, which may 


not reach you for some days. 
GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Fort Monroe, August 20, 1862. 
General H. D. KEYEs, 
Commanding Fourth Army Corps, Yorktown : 

The commanding general directs that you remain with your corps in 
the immediate vicinity of Yorktown until further orders. You will 
probably remain for several days. 

General Heintzelman was directed to send one or two regiments to 
occupy Gloucester Point; as General Heintzelman’s corps is about em- 
barking you will please hold that Point with one or two regiments from 
your command until you embark. 

R. B. MARCY, 
Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Fortress Monroe, August 21, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. E. D. Keyes, Yorktown: 

Supplies of every necessary character for the troops can be obtained 
at Yorktown. There is no necessity for any officers to visit Fortress 
Monroe to obtain them. neat : 

The general commanding directs that you confer with. Lieut. Col. B. 
S. Alexander, and furnish from your command the necessary details of 
working parties to carry out his yiews with regard to the defense of 


374 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Cuar. XXX. 


Yorktown. The general commanding further directs that you send a 
brigade to Williamsburg for a few days to cover this work. The gen- 
eral desires you to take the general command and control of the opera- 
tions.. 
Exhibit this to General Van Alen. 
ese R. B. MARCY, 
Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Fort Monroe, Va., August 21, 1862—10.30 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. HE. D. KEYES, 
Commandiny Fourth Army Corps, Yorktown, Va. : 


I am instructed by the commanding general to say that, owing to the 
great emergency which exists at this time, it is necessary that you should 
furnish working parties for the defenses of Yorktown at the earliest 
moment that tools can be obtained. 

The engineer officer in charge will call upon you when the details are 
required. 

Rk. B. MARCY, 
Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Fort Monroe, August 22, 1862—3 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. E. D. Kryrs, Yorktown, Va. : 


As a temporary measure, please place one of your field batteries in 
the work at Gloucester Point. . 

Please push the work laid out by the engineer officers with the utmost 
rapidity. I hope to have new troops to relieve your men by the time 
transports are ready for your corps. Please detail some of your artil- 
lery officers and non-commissioned officers to instruct the garrison you 
found under General Van Alen in the use of heavy guns, and have them 
prepare tables of ranges, &c., forthem. I trust to your zeal and activity 
in this very trying moment. 

They are fighting now on the Rappahannock. A general en gage- 
ment is probably going on now. iMi 


GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 


-_— 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
. August 22, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. E. D. Kryzs, 
Commanding Fourth Army Corps : 


The duty intrusted to your corps, while it is no doubt disagreeable 
is of the utmost importance. I fully realize how severe a tax it is upon 
men who have fought so gallantly and worked so hard as your corps to 
require them now to go upon fatigue duty. I feel sure, however, that 
if they know that the work I now call upon them to perform is neces- 
sary they will perform it cheerfully. You will please detail as large 
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working parties as the tools available will permit to perform the work 
laid out by the engineer officers. 

It is a matter of vital importance that the details should be furnished 
and the work done in the shortest possible time. 

I have taken all the necessary steps to have your command relieved 
by new troops at the earliest practicable moment. 

It is imperatively necessary that the work required should be pushed 
with the utmost vigor. You will be held responsible that this work 
is pushed with all the rapidity possible with the means at your com- 
mand, and hold your command in readiness to move at the shortest 
notice. 

If you judge it necessary, send two regiments or an entire brigade of 
infantry to Williamsburg to cover your operations. 

Please push as far as possible the instruction of the old garrison in 

heavy artillery practice, and give me in full your views as to the best 
method of holding Williamsburg and the force necessary for that pur- 
pose. 

Send a couple of squadrons of cavalry to Goucester to patrol and ex- 
amine the country on the left bank of the York. 

If you think it advisable, send a much larger force of cavalry there 
for temporary duty. While we havea large cavalry force compara- 
tively idle it may be well to occupy a large portion of it in clearing out 
the country on that side of the York River. 

If you think it best to occupy a point near Williamsburg by infantry, 
hold Fort Magruder and destroy the adjacent works. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


® 
FALMOUTH, August 26, 1862. 
(Received 2.40 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK: 

Please inform me when you can send say 5,000 new troops to York- 
town. If they can be supplied within three days can order forward 
Couch’s division, now at Yorktown, with the means of transportation 
at our disposal. Your reply involves the question of retaining or dis- 
charging several large transports, for which we are paying a high price. 
I shall be glad to have your answer at once, as I propose returning 
shortly to Aquia Creek, to proceed thence to Alexandria. 

GEO. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major-General. 


——__— 


WASHINGTON, August 26, 1862. 


Major-General McCLELLAN, Falmouth : 
Five thousand new troops can be sent to Yorktown as soon as you 
can spare transports for that purpose. They can be embarked at Alex- 


sees H. W. ALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


i Sy ea ee 
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Navy DEPARTMENT, 
August 29, 1862. 


Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: The large naval force in the James River being no longer re- 
quired there, directions are about being given to send the vessels to 
other points, where their presence is most essential. 

If Newport News is to be held by the Army I respectfully suggest 
that half a dozen 200-pounder rifled Parrott guns be mounted there as 
a means to assist in keeping blockaded the iron-clad vessels now build- 
ing at Richmond. 

Very respectfully, 
GIDEON WELLES, 


Abstract from Monthly Return of the Department of Virginia (Seventh Army Corps), 
Maj. Gen. John A. Dix commanding, for the month of August, 1862 (headquarters 
Fort Monroe, Va.). 
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Dix, August 31, 1862. 


FORT MONROE, VA. 


Maj. Josrru Ropenrts, Fourth U.S. Artil- 
lery, commanding. 


' Detachment Regulars. 
Detachment 99th New York Infantry. 
Batteries Wis. Light Artillery (2dand 4th). 


CAMP HAMILTON, VA. 


Brig. Gen. Henry W. WESSELLS com- 
manding. 


FOURTH ARMY CORPS, 


92d New York. 
- 96th New York. a 
85th Pennsylvania. 
101st Pennsylvania. 
103d Pennsylvania. 


SEVENTH ARMY CORPS. 
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company C. 
5th Maryland. 
7th Battery New York Light Artillery. 


“NEWPORT NEWS, VA. 


Maj. RruBEN V. KING, Eighty-fifth New 


York, commanding. 


85th New York. 
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company M. 


NORIFOLK, VA. 
Brig. Gen. EGBERT L. VIELE commanding. 


Detachment Ist New York Mounted Rifles. 
99th New York (6 companies). 
58th Pennsylvania. 
19th Wisconsin, 
4th U. 8. Artillery, Battery D. 


SUFFOLK, VA. 


Brig. Gen. J. K. F. Mansrienp com- 
manding. 


SEVENTH ARMY CORPS. 
Brig. Gen. Max WEBER. 
Ist Delaware. 
3d New York. 
4th New York. 
13th New York. 
25th New York. 
SEVENTH ARMY CORPS. 
1st New York Mounted Rifles. 
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
4th U.S. Artillery, Battery L. 
FOURTH ARMY CORPS. 
Brig. Gen. Orris 8. FERRY. 
39th [llinois. 
13th Indiana. 


62d Ohio. 
67th Ohio. 


° 


FORT WOOL. 
Capt. Ira WINANS commanding. 


Detachment 99th New York. 


SEWELL’S POINT. 
Capt. John C. LEE commanding. 


Detachment 99th New York. 


FOURTH ARMY CORPS. 


Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Kryrs commanding. 


YORKTOWN, VA. 
POURTH ARMY CORPS. 
Second Division. 
Maj. Gen. Jonn J: PECK commanding. 
SEVENTH ARMY CORPS. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES H. VAN ALEN comdg. 
Tndependent Battalion New York Vols. 
Detachment 4th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


7th Battery Massachusetts Light Artillery. 
Detachment 1st New York Artillery. 


WILLIAMSBURG, VA. 


3d Battalion 6th New York Cavalry. 
5th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
Reserved artillery. 


GIOUOESTER POINT, VA. 


Maj. J. Warrs Drm PrysTeR command- 
ing. 


Battery New York Artillery (Fourth Army 
Corps), 
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Troops in the Department of Virginia, commanded by Maj. Gen. John A. 


~ 
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Abstract from Monthly Return of the Department of North Carolina, Maj. Gen, John G. 
Foster commanding, for the month of August, 1862. 
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17th Massachusetts Volunteers, Lientenant-Colonel Fellows. 
92 | 2,545 | 3,477 3, 836 3, 638 


Second Brigade. 
Col. T. G. STEVENSON. 
10th Connecticut Volunteers, Lieut. Col. B.S. Pardee. - - 
24th Massachusetts Volunteers, Lieut. Col. F. A. Osborn 


%h New Jersey Volunteers, Col. C. A. Heckman. 
5th Rhode Island Volunteers, Capt. Job Arnold... 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., September 2,°1862. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe: 


The great danger of Washington renders it necessary that the re- 
mainder of Keyes’ corps be sent here as rapidly as possible; at least all 
of 1t that you can spare. 

The entire army of the enemy is before us, and the fighting has been 
daily for a week with varying results. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS FourTH Corps, 
; Yorktown, Va., September -3, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 


Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith the proceedings of a board 
of officers convened at this place by my orders to examine and report 
upon the condition of the defenses of Yorktown and what is necessary 
to place them on a proper footing. 

In regard to the force necessary the report of the board corresponds 
pretty nearly with my letter of 27th ultimo* on the same subject. It 
would be well to place three gunboats in York River; one or two should 
be kept moving continually, otherwise this fine river, will be greatly 
used for the comfort of the enemy, and perhaps for our-annoyance, 5 

Tremain, respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
KE. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding Fourth Corps. 


ore 


*Not found, 


i <=. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ; AvaDQuARTERS Fourtu Corps, 
No. 86. Yorktown, August 29, 1862. 

A board of officers, to be composed of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, Brig. Gen. William 
H. Emory, Col. John C. Dodge, Fifty-second Pennsylvania Volunteers, will convene 
at Yorktown to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 

The board will examine and report upon the present armament of Yorktown, its 
condition, and the amount and condition of the ammunition on hand; the present state 
of the ramparts, magazines, and other appliances. The board will also give an opinion 
as to what is necessary, in addition to the means on hand, to place Yorktown in a 
suitable condition for defense. 

By order of Major-General Keyes: 

OSWALD JACKSON, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


YORKTOWN, VA., August 30, 1862. 
The board met pursuant to the foregoing order, all the members 
named being present, and adjourned to make the examination prelimi- 
nary to the following report: 


YORKTOWN, VA., August 31, 1862. 

The board report the condition of the armament is as follows: 

There are forty-two garrison pieces of various caliber in position at 
Yorktown ; none at Gloucester Point. Most of these pieces are out of 
adjustment from the settling of the earth and warping of the platforms 
and other wood-work connected with the mounting of the pieces, so as 
to make it difficult and in some cases wholly impracticable to work 
them. 

Of the ammunition. 


Inclosed is a list of the ammunition, which is wholly insufficient and 
not well assorted. 


The present state of the ramparts at Yorktown. 


The extent of the covering line, independent of the shore line, is about 
1 mile. The interior revetment is good. The exterior ditch and ex- 
terior face of the work is in many places so much washed away and de- 
faced as to form but little impediment to an assaulting column. The 
whole ditch and the ramparts, exterior and interior, and a considerable 
portion of the inclosure of the work is overgrown with noxious weeds, 
and the earth is saturated with human feces and decaying animal 
matter. 

The condition of the magazines. 


All except two are damp and unfit for use. 
The exterior lines and approaches. 


Two divisions, Peck’s and Couch’s, were left here to level the ap- 
proaches and exterior works commanding this fort and cut down the 
forest. Before doing anything of any consequence (working a thousand 
shovels and picks one day and a halt), two brigades of Peck’s division 
and the whole of Couch’s division were ordered away, and the mass of 
the work yet to be done in the removal of these obstacles to a proper 
defense of Yorktown cannot be better described than by stating the 
number of days’ labor it would take. The number of troops here is as 


t 
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follows: Five regiments, First Brigade, Second Division, 1,900 ; Inde- 
pendent Battalion, 500; and there are 250 negro laborers. From this 
force must necessarily be deducted theold and new guards, 250 men, and 
the regiment detailed to man the guns, 370 men, leaving a total of 2,000 
men to work, if unmolested by the enemy; and it is estimated that it 
will take this force thirty days to accomplish the work of destroying 
the approaches and restoring the slopes and ditches of the work itself. 
These estimates are independent of the work at Gloucester Point, where 
two regiments of the First Brigade are stationed and where the picket 
and fatigue duty is sufficient to occupy their attention. 


Of what is necessary. 


The plan of the board of engineers, a copy of which is in possession 
of Major-General Peck, a member of this board, and which has been 
approved by General McClellan and herewith submitted, contains, in 
the opinion of the board, all the suggestions necessary to place ,York- 
town in a state of defense. But in the opinion of the board the force 
now left here is wholly inadequate to accomplish this work within the 
time when the enemy is likely to attack this work, if it is attacked at 
all; and of the armament suggested in that plan of defense, none has 
been sent. 

The board recommend that armament be at once sent, and urgently 
recommend that an ordnance officer be sent to mount that armament 
and direct the readjustment of the pieces now here. 

The board is of the opinion that when the work is in a state of defense 
contemplated by the engineers, the garrison necessary to hold it and the 
approaches should consist of one regiment of cavalry, one regiment of 
artillery, and 4,000 infantry, if of old troops; if of new levies, from 6,000 
to 8,000 infantry. 

There is at present but one gunboat at this place. In the opinion of 
the board two more are necessary—one on each of the flanks of the work, 
and the third to pass up and down the river and break up the trade be- 
tween Richmond and the rich counties of Gloucester and Matthews, on 
the eastern side of the river. 

In this connection it is proper to state that the height and abruptness 
of the bank of the river at Yorktown will diminish the aid that might 
Enis be expected from their co-operation in the defense of the 
work. 

There is with the garrison at Gloucester Point a field battery of four 
pieces, and in this fort two field batteries of four guns each, butit is not 
known whether the two batteries at this place are a part of the garrison. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
W. H. EMORY, 
Brigadier- General. 
JOHN C. DODGE, JR., 
Colonel Fifty-second Pennsylwania Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS FouRTH Corps, 
Yorktown, September 3, 1862. 
The proceedings of the board of which Major-General Peck is presi- 
dent are approved. The board is dissolved. 
; i. D. KEYHS, 
Major-General, Commanding Fourth Corps. 
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The report of the board of officers seems to be based upon the idea 
that Yorktown may be attacked by avery large force, and consequently 
recommends additional armament and much engineering work. 

With my limited knowledge of Yorktown I of course do not know 
exactly what is most expedient to be done; but it strikes me that the 
forty-two pieces of artillery now there, and a garrison increased by new 
troops to bring it up to one regiment of artillery, one regiment of cav- 
alry, and three of infantry, in all about 4,000 men, are all-sufficient for 
any probable attack. 

An ordnance officer should be sent to Yorktown to unspike guns, 
adjust platforms, and overhaul ordnance and ordnance stores, and Gen- 
eral Keyes should be directed to apply his whole available force to 
Jeveling the exterior works and approaches and repairing the defenses 
us suggested by the board of engineers which examined the works. 

An additional gunboat for patroling York River, and in case of at- 
tack in co-operating in the defense of Yorktown, would be desirable. 

G. W. CULLUM, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff. 


[Sub-inclosure. ] 
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War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 3, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. : 
If last division of General Keyes’ corps has not commenced to em- 
_ bark suspend the order till I can send new troops to replace them. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


FortT Monrogr, VA4., 
September 3, 1862—2 p. m. © 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 

Averell’s brigade of cavalry was embarking when I received your 
dispatch of last evening. The embarkation will be completed to-day 
and to-morrow. I will send you a detailed account of the entire force 
on the Peninsula and at Norfolk and Suffolk to-morrow. Your dispatch 
of this morning is received. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 3, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. : 

As the embarkation has commenced, my dispatch of this morning 
will be of no effect. I will send you fresh troops as soon as possible to 
replace those sent up here. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 


Fort Monroe, Va., September 4, 1862. 
Hon. BH. M, Santon, Wares s “ 


Secretary of War : 
Sir: Immediately after I was placed in command of the troops at 


this post and in the vicinity I called the attention of the Government 
to the destitute condition of the 20,000 people of N orfolk, arising from 
the interruption of their commercial intercourse while the rebels were 
in possession of the city, and the system of exclusion which was adopted 
after it was captured by us and which I found in foree. I recom- 
mended a total change of regimen on grounds of humanity as well as 
policy. I thought it due to ourselves as generous conquerors to put 
an end to the restrictions, which under the insurgents were a matter of 
constraint but which we continued as a natter of choice, and to afford 
a free ingress to the necessaries and comforts of life of which the in- 
habitants Were In extreme need. My recommendations were adopted 
only to alimited extent. Hight vessels were permitted by the Secretary 
of the Treasury to proceed there with cargoes. Nearly three months 
have elapsed, and the people are even more destitute than they were 
when they came under our dominion. The suspension of business to a 
great extent necessarily compels them to live on what they have saved 
instead of their daily earnings, which are for the most part cut off, and 
they are constantly becoming by the consumption of their savings less 
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able to pay high prices. Besides, the non-intercourse we are keeping 
up has, Ly excluding supplies, rendered the city entirely destitute of 
many of the essential articles of subsistence; they are not to be had 
at any price. This infliction, and it is a serious one, falls on the loyal 
as well as the disloyal, and it is certainly not calculated to add to the 
number of our friends or diminish the numberof our enemies. I ad- 
vised a liberal treatment for all, punishing where any open hostility to 
the Government was shown. 

I do not understand that this view of the subject was disapproved by 
the Government; but from a communication recently received from the 
Treasury Department a difficulty is supposed to exist in the fact that 
Norfolk is within the section of the country affected by the blockade. 

It is respectfully suggested that since the capture and occupation of 
Norfolk by the military forces of the United States the principles of 
public law applicable to blockaded ports are no longer in force there. 
Itis not a case of complete conquest, in which we must look to our 
Constitution and Jaws for the authority which we exercise, but it is a 
case in which the place is held by the right of military occupation, in 
which we are exercising the powers given by the laws of war, and in 
which we may further accord to the inhabitants privileges not strictly 
conferred by those laws. Rear-Admiral Goldsborough, who lies in the 
harbor in the Minnesota, is not there to enforce the blockade, but to 
enforce the military occupation. 

That this is the view taken by the Government I cannot doubt, for 
certainly the right to grant the permits given by the Secretary of the 
Treasury to introduce eight cargoes of merchandise for general traffic 
is not to be fonnd in the laws of blockade, which imply a naval force 
on the part of one belligerent and a closed port on the part of another. 

I do not overlook the fact that Norfolk is a recovered possession, and 
that we hold it theoretically to be now, and always to have been, a part 
of the United States. But we do not act on this assumption, for if we 
did we should extend our civil jurisdiction over it and set in motion 
the customary machinery of administration. On the contrary, we gov- 
ern it by military force and treat it for all practical purposes as a 
conquest. 

Under the rule of military occupation, therefore, we may, without being 
questioned by neutrals, admit any intercourse with our own citizens, or 
any portion of them, essential to the maintenance of our authority or 
to the preservation and comfortable support of those whom we have 
subjected by our power. It is on this principle, I suppose, that the 
limited right to trade has been conferred in a few instances on partic- 
ular individuals. 

I beg leave further to suggest whether permits of this description, 
granted to afford to the inhabitants of the town or district thus sub- 
jected and held by force the means of subsistence, should not be given 
by the military commander; whether they can with propriety come 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, who is at the head of a civil de- 
partment and whose functions in respect to revenue and commerce are 
wholly inapplicable to conquered territories governed by the laws of 
war. It seems to me that the other function is incident to the right of 
military occupation and not to be defended on any other grounds. 

Should this view of the subject be concurred in J respectfully request 
that I may be authorized to grant permits to vessels to go to Norfolk 
with such supplies as I deem indispensable to save the inhabitants from 
suffering by hunger and cold, and that Rear-Admiral Goldsborough be 
directed to respect the permits thus granted by me. 
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In regard to the justice of this measure there are considerations, 
already briefly alluded to, which address themselves to us with great 
force. The people of Norfolk are cut off by our occupation of the place 
from their former sources of supplies. We have surrounded them by a 
chain of sentinels and have interdicted trade with the insurgent States 
from which they could always draw at some price the necessaries they 
needed. They are in worse condition in this respect now than they were 
under the Confederates; and it is submitted whether, on every prin- 
ciple of justice to them and to ourselves, we should not allow them the 
privilege of obtaining what they need from the loyal portions of the 
Union. It seems to me that we are bound to do this or to let them pass 
through our lines into the insurgent States. 

The inclosed letter from Brigadier-General Viele, the military gov- 
ernor of Norfolk, states the case with great brevity and force, and I 
commend it to the attention of the Government. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
[Inclosure.] 


NORFOLK, VA., September 2, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, 
Commanding, &e., Fort Monroe: 


GENERAL: There are two questions connected with the administra- 
tion of affairs in this city and Portsmouth which have become a source 
of embarrassment to me. The one is the procurement of supplies for 
those who have the means, and the other the supplying of those who 
have not the means. 

We are, in point of fact, holding here in custody about 20,000 people; 
we must either let them feed themselves or we must feed them. 

The opening of the port for a restricted trade seems to me to be a 
measure of necessity to save the Government from great annoyance. 
Food must be allowed to come in or the people will starve. If food is 
allowed to come in the products of the surrounding country must be 
allowed to go out to pay for it. Again,thereis a large class of persons 
here who have no means whatever to purchase food if it were here: 
these are mostly willing to go away to the neighboring counties and to 
North Carolina if allowed to do so. They are helpless women and 
children, who are begging daily at my headquarters for food. Those 
who are too poor to go or who have no friends may be supported by 
levying contributions upon those who have the means. 

I have always considered that the only point to be attained here was 
perfect tranquillity. This has been secured so far; in order to continue 
it the steps I have referred to appear to be necessary. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
: EGBERT L. VIELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


Tort Monrog, VA., 
: September 5, 1862—2 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK: 


The whole efficient force in the Department of Virginia j 

5 “ 4 & “ S ¢ 
18,000, distributed as follows: Suffolk, 5,300; Norfolk, 25300; eae 
News, 100; Hampton, 2,300; Camp Hamilton, 900; Fort Monroe 600 ; 
Yorktown, 5,100; Williamsburg, 1,300. The different corps of which 
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this force is composed have about 3,000 absent. Sick not included in 
the above statement. A small regiment has been transferred to New- 
port News from Hampton, not affecting the aggregate. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, September 5, 1862—4 p. m. 
Major-General HALLECK : 


Major-General Keyes is very desirous of leaving Yorktown with his 
reserve artillery to resume the command of Couch’s division, and is 
willing to take and train another division from the new forces now 
coming into the field. I should be very glad to retain him, but cheer- 
fully consent to the arrangement if it meets with your approval, as it 
will obviate the necessity of sending new troops here and enable me to 
retain Major-General Peck, a very good officer, and his division, which 
is well trained, and of which two brigades, Ferry’s and Wessells’, have 
been already incorporated with the forces here and at Suffolk. General 
Keyes informs me that he trained Couch’s division and is quite willing 
to train another. His reserve artillery can be spared if I can keep 


Peck’s division. 
ag JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. , 


PRIVATE. | SUFFOLK, VA., September 5, 1862. 


Major-General HALLECK, 
Commanding Army, Washington City : | 

GENERAL: A deserter, on whom I can rely, says there are but about 
15,000 men at Richmond. The brigades of Generals Ransom and Martin 
are stationed below Richmond, opposite Fort Darling. 

There is a brigade at Petersburg. The Merrimac No. 2 (Richmond) 
is about finished and has her bow gun in. She is commanded by Cap- 
tain Pegram, and her crew are from the old Merrimac. She draws 
11 feet of water, and has a double sheathing of iron, separated by a 
course of timber.’ The iron is reported to be thicker than that of the 
old Merrimac. 

I have thought the above information might be of some service to 
you. I have already written the Secretary of the Navy to the same 
effect as to the Merrimac. 

The man also stated that all the troops of Stonewall Jackson amounted 
to about 200,000. He left Richmond about a week since, and says that 
Generals Lee, Ewell, Mahone, Colston, Armistead, Wright, Longstreet, 
and the two Hills are with Jackson. 

The enemy will never attack this place, which is naturally strong, so 
long as pressed on the side of Richmond. I repeat, there are three old 
regiments here—the First Delaware and Third and Fourth New York 
Volunteers—well drilled, and been in service for about fourteen months 
and have never fired a gun at the enemy. They will average 500 men, 
and many men and officers have been in the Mexican war. Three 
green regiments could readily take their places here, and these could, 
by return boats, proceed up the Potomac to the Army of Virginia, 

I am ready at all times myself to take any command you will think it 
to the interest of the country to give me, and believe I can do more 


than I can here. 
25 R R—VOL XVIII 
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You will excuse this private letter; an official one on this subject 
might by some be thought out of place. 
Very truly and sincerely, your obedient servant, 
JOS. K. F. MANSFIELD. 


HBADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 7, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. O. 8S. FERRY, 
Commanding at Suffolk, Va.: 
I wish to complete a reconnaissance in the vicinity of the Dismal 


\ 


Swamp. It will be under the direction of Capt. William Heine, who is 
engaged in constructing military maps of the district south and west of 
Suifolk. It will be necessary to send with him two companies of infantry, 
a company of cavalry or mounted riflemen, and a section of artillery, 
with two mountain howitzers, under a discreet and efficient field officer. 
It will probably be necessary to pass around the Dismal Swamp, return- 
ing on the east side. The men must have rations for eight days, and 
they must take with them their tents and the smallest practicable amount 
of camp equipage. During the first two or three days it will be well to 
send two or three companies of cavalry out on the road nearest to the 
Blackwater, in the direction of Somerton and Winton, as a cover to the 
movement. A number of wagons, sufiicient to carry the provisions, 
forage, and tents, will be sent with them, and an ambulance for the use 
of the engineers. At this season the men should be covered at night, 
and if possible their tents should be pitched under the shelter of trees 
and their march should be suspended during the heat. 

The movement will conform to the requirements of Captain Heine, 
whois charged with the reconnaissance; but the command of the escort, 
and all that relates to the control of the men, will be under the direction 
of the senior officer, who will be enjoined to enforce the strictest disci- 
pline. The inhabitants of the country will be protected against all dis- 
turbance, and the least violation of their property will be visited with 
the most extreme rigor of the law. Should it be necessary to procure 
supplies from the district through which the movement is made the com- 
manding officer will endeavor to obtain them by agreement with the 
parties, or, if compelled to take them, he will give receipts on public 
account and render a return to me of the articles taken, with the names 
of the owners. 

Everything will be in readiness on Monday, so that the party will 
-move early on Tuesday morning, and I trust to you to make such ar- 

rangements as to insure the object of the expedition, and at the same 
time to carry out my wishes, which will be creditable to those who are 
engaged in it. 

If you have not mountain howitzers we can send them from here. 

Answer immediately. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
\ Major-General. 
oi : 
Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 7, 1862. 
Major-General Drx, Fort Monroe, Va. : 


Send to Washington as promptly as possible the First Delaware and 
the Third and Fourth New York Regiments, now at Suffolk. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


(1 


te 


? 


oe 
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; F's: Fort Monroe, VA., September 8, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK: 

I shall send your order for the First Delaware and Third and Fourth 
New York to Suffolk. You are perhaps not aware that these regiments 
are the flower of command, and my main reliance if Suffolk is to be 
defended. J should be glad, at all events, to be allowed to send the 
Fifth Maryland instead of the Third New York. I want the latter here 
if I cannot have Gibson’s artillery. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 8, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Make the change of regiments you proposed. Bring away from Suf- 
folk all extra arms. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. OF THE ARMY, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 229. ) Washington, September 8, 1862. 
* * * * * * * 

IV. Brig. Gen. J. K. F. Mansfield, U. S. Volunteers, is relieved from 
duty in the Army of Virginia, and will report in person to Major-Gen- 
eral McClellan. 

* * * * * % 2s 

By command of Major-General Halleck : 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Fort Monroe, September 9, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK : 
The Fourth New York, First Delaware, and Fifth Maryland have left 
here for Washington in the steamers Louisiana, J. A. Warner, and 


State of Maine. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


—_——— 


U. S. FLAG-SHirp MINNESOTA, 
September 9, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 
GENERAL: The naval force here has recently been so greatly reduced 
that I have no additional gunboat to spare for York River. 
S. P. LEE, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


Fort Monrog, September 9, 1862. 
Hon. EH. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 
Five hundred and twenty-five prisoners of war sent from Alexandria 
were delivered at; Aiken’s Landing and 604 of ours returned. They 


i 
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are paroled on both sides. I sent the latter last evening to Washing- 


ton. Mr. Ould makes an earnest request that General Thomas will 


give him an interview. There are 5,000 of our prisoners at Richmond, 
which they wish us to take. Every steamboat here is employed in 
moving the three regiments from Suffolk to Washington, called for 
Sunday. 

I ave just received a dispatch from General Keyes, at Yorktown, 
informing me that our pickets have been driven in at Williamsburg. 
T fear Colonel Campbell has been compelled to retire, as the rebels 
are in possession of the telegraph station at Williamsburg. Iam just 
leaving for Yorktown to be back to-night. I do not think it safe to 
take any more troops from this quarter unless we retire from York- 
town and Suffolk. I cannot even get another gunboat for Yorktown 
from Admiral Lee. I earnestly request that one or two more may be 
sent from the Potomac. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, September 10, 1862. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy: 

Sie: General Dix telegraphs that the withdrawal of most of his forces 
to Washington leaves Yorktown too weak, and earnestly requests that 
one or two more gunboats be sent from the Potomac. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


—————_—_- 


Fort Monroe, VA., September 10, 1862. 


Received 10.30 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, i 


General-in-Ohief : 

I have just returned from Yorktown, and find a dispatch from Gen- 
eral B. D. Keyes, received since I left, saying that he is required to em- 
bark Peck’s division for Alexandria. This leaves my force so reduced 
that it is impossible to hold Suffolk or Yorktown and protect the 7,000 
sick here and in the vicinity. To retain them would be to invite attack. 
I propose therefore to fall back from Suffolk to Norfolk, and to destroy 
the guns at Yorktown and abandon it. I shall not have any infantry 
at Suffolk, and at Yorktown only 800 men. ; ; 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


- WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 10, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. 


When General McClellan asked for Peck’s division he w 
you 5,000 new troops to take their place. This he was coe ae 
vented from doing by General Wool stopping troops to guard the rail- 
roads. General Mansfield thinks the forces left at Suffolk sufficient 
We must not at present abandon either Yorktown or Suffolk, and you 
must retain troops sufficient to hold them till others arrive. Stop any 
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new troops coming from the North. It is understood that several regi- 
ments are coming by water from New York. The Boston troops should 
be at Fort Monroe to-day. It is believed that the entire force of the 
enemy is before us here, and that not more than 10,000 or 15,000 Home 
Guards were leftat Richmond. If you have reliable information differ- 
ent you must retain more troops. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Generat-in- Chief. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 10, 1862. 


Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. : 


The Merrimac, with two regiments from Boston, is bound to this 
place. If you can stop her at Fort Monroe keep those regiments for 
‘your command. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Fort Monrog, VA, 
ay: September 10, 1862—4 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


When General McClellan was between this fort and Richmond, and 
before the occupation of Suffolk, General Wool had 14,978 men, of 
whom 12,847 were effective, for the defense of the fort, Newport News, 
and the immediate district of country, exclusive of General Peck’s 
division. My force is but 5,326 men, of whom only 4,108 are effective, 
and with this I have not only the same district which General Wool 
had, but Norfolk, Suffolk, and Yorktown in addition. 

I have reliable information that an attack on Suffolk is meditated. 
A brigade went down from Petersburg to defend ita few days ago, and 
from that point the railroad communication is open to the Blackwater 
at Franklin, or Carrsville, 20 miles from Suffolk. I have at Suffolk to- 
day only 2,900 effective men. When General Mansfield had a much 
larger force, and McClellan was between us and Richmond, he pressed 
me for re-enforcements. He certainly cannot know that the Third and 
Fourth New York and the First Delaware, the best regiments, have 
been withdrawn. They numbered over 2,300 men. 

General Keyes advises me this morning that he has information from 
various sources establishing the fact that the rebels are in considerable 
force of artillery, cavalry, and infantry at Barhamsville, 18 miles from: 
Williamsburg. There are numerous evidences of activity on his part in 
various directions, and if we hold Suffolk and Yorktown I certainly 
ought to have 20,000 men. This was the smallest number thought by 
General McClellan to be sufficient for the purpose. 

I carnestly request that the sick, except those belonging to regiments 
here, may be sent North. September is the worst season, and the new 
hospitals are so miserably constructed as to be unfit for convalescents 
in storms, which are frequent at this season. But the great objection 
is in having so large a number of sick in a district exposed to attack 
and not covered by defensive works. 

JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, © 
Washington, N. C., September 10, 1862. 
Capt. SourHarD HoFrMAN, ai 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

DEAR HorrMAN: Captain Jocknick made a reconnaissance yester- 
day to Tranter’s Creek. Upon reaching the bridge he discovered that 
it was undergoing repairs, and going on it to examine more closely 
was fired on by a concealed force. Only two of his men were slightly 
wounded. There is good reason to believe that the enemy are collected 
in considerable numbers, and that they are repairing the bridge for a 
speedy attack on this place. Their force, according to negro and ‘ se- 
cesh” authority, is set down at from 2,000 to 6,000. I have 43 of the 
Marine Artillery in the fort and Captain Wall’s company of the Third 
New York, some 30 men. The block-house at the east end of the town 
is finished but there isno gun forit. The one on the Greenville road is 
going up rapidly. Two guns are immediately needed for these houses. 
Please send them at once. 


Private Hahn, of Captain Jocknick’s company of cavalry, ordered to 


New Berne, was detailed by General Foster to act as editor of the New 
Era. Colonel Mix’s order is for Captain Jocknick to take all his men, 


detached or otherwise; so Hahn will go. I told him he would have to- 


make application to you or the general if he is to return here. 

Lieutenant McLane, of the First North Carolina, went to New Berne 
on sick leave. His brother writes that he is just recovering and that 
the surgeon says that a short visit to a Northern climate is necessary 

for his recovery. I mention the case for the general’s consideration. 
Yours, very truly, 

EDWARD KE. POTTER, 

Commanding Post. 


Fort MonrRog, VA., September 11, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

Colonel Williams’ regiment of cavalry was ordered here at my special 
request for service under my command. Onits arrival General McClel- 
lan ordered it, without landing, to Aquia Creek, promising me another 
regiment. I have not been furnished with one, and, moreover, five com- 
panies of the Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry, on duty here, have been 
taken away. I have only 500 cavalry at Williamsburg. Another reg- 
iment is indispensable. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, VA., September 12, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 

A court, for the trial of Major Wilson, was ordered before your dis- 
patches were received.* It will meet on Monday next. 

I have had a steamer out for two days watching for the Merrimac and 
other transports, with troops from Boston and other Northern cities 
but none have been found, and the newspapers announce that the Mer- 


* See p. 11. 


| Cuar. XXX.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 391 


rimac has reached Alexandria. I cannot hold Williamsburg with 500 
cavalry. I have kept them there the last four days with the hope that 
they might do something to retrieve the character of the regiment. I 
will withdraw them to Yorktown. In abandoning Williamsburg we 
_ leave to the mercy of the insurgents some good Union men, whom we 
induced, by assurances of protection, to come out for us. I fear I shall 
pe no troops here unless you send them direct from the North to report 
oO me. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Norfolk, Va., September 12, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A: 


_ GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that in order to strengthen 

our position at Yorktown I have diverted the gunboat Valley City, 
now undergoing repairs at Fortress Monroe, from her intended destina- 
tion on the blockade off Wilmington, where her services are much 
’ needed, and to-morrow, when her repairs will probably be finished, she 
will proceed to assist the United States gunboat Chocura in her present 
operations in York River. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. LEE, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 12, 1862. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War: 

Simm: The contraband negroes who have been permitted to collect in 
great numbers at this fort and in this vicinity have always been and are 
now avery great source of embarrassment to the troops in this garrison 
and in the camps hereabouts and to the white population in this neigh- 
borhood. In case the fort shouid be invested or approached by the 
enemy’s forces I should feel obliged to ship them all to the North. 

This disposition, it seems to me, ought to be made of them without 
needless delay, and, if possible, with the concurrence of the authorities 
of the State or States to which they may be sent. To this end I respect- 
fully ask permission and authority from the War Department to com- 
municate and make arrangements with the Governors of Massachusetts 
and other Northern States with a view to the transfer to those States 
of all colored men, women, and children now under the superintendence 
of Mr. C. B. Wilder, at Old Point Comfort and its vicinity, amounting 
to about 2,000. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, yours, 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


YORKTOWN, VA., September 12, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 
Having been placed in charge of the engineering operations at this 
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place and Gloucester by General McClellan I deem it my duty to report 
that the armament directed by him is held at Fort Monroe for orders 
from Washington.* ‘They are needed. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 12, 1862. 


Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


General Casey was directed some days agot to send you four new 
regiments from this place. A part has already gone. If with these 
and the troops coming by water you cannot hold Suffolk, of course it 
must be givenup. Yorktown ought certainly to be held. General Peck 
telegraphs here for armament from Fort Monroe. All such matters are 


under your direction. 
; H, W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Fort Monrog, VA., September 13, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


The One hundred and thirtieth New York has just arrived and will 
go to Suffolk. It is very raw, not even knowing the manual of arms. 
The rebels had 1,500 men repairing the Petersburg Railroad to the 
Blackwater, and I have no doubt contemplate an early movement on 
Suffolk. The loss of my three best regiments at that point is unfortu- 
ihe at this moment. No effort will be spared to maintain our position 
there. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 14, 1862. 
Major-General Drx, Fort Monroe, Va. : 


Issue such ordnance stores as you deem necessary for the good of the 
service, either for Yorktown or elsewhere. This is not a time to delay 
for formalities. { 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 15, 1862. 


Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. : 
Four new full regiments have been sent to you from here. N othing 


is yet heard of the Merrimac. General Wool has been directed not to 
issue any more passes to cross our lines. You will exercise your dis- 


“See Halleck to Dix, September 14. 
+t On September 10. 
{ See Peck to Halleck, September 12, p. 391. 
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cretion in the case you report, but I am decidedly of opinion that at the 
present time persons from Baltimore should not be permitted to go into 
Virginia. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in- Chief. 


SEPTEMBER 17, 1862. 
General Dix: : 
The Morse, our lightest draught, is ordered up the Nansemond. 
S. P.. LEE, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Norfolk, Va., September 17, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. JoHN A. Dix, Commanding, &e.: 

GENERAL: When the rebels evacuated Norfolk they left a steam gun- 

boat on the stocks in this city and the necessary material provided for 

her, part of which came from the navy-yard. Admiral Goldsborough 

arranged with General Viele, now absent, to have the hull so far com- 

pleted as to allow of launching the gunboat, with the view of towing it 

to the Washington Navy-Yard, there to be finished and equipped. The 

only expense to be incurred here would be for the labor, which the ad- 

miral assumed to defray. It is desirable to have this object carried out 

as speedily as possible. I have therefore to request that you will be so 

good as to cause the quartermaster who has control both of Mr. Bur- 

roughs and the building yard to require Mr. Burroughs to hasten the 

launching of this gunboat, which can be done, I am informed, in eight 
or ten days. 

I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, yours, 

S. P. LEE, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


WASHINGTON, September 18, 1862. 


Major-General Dix: 
The two regiments at the Patuxent are subject to your orders. Gen- 
eral Banks thinks that one can be spared. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in- Chief. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Norfolk, Va., September 18, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. DIX, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 
GENERAL: The president of the Norfolk Gas Company recently ap- 
plied to me, through General Viele, to send a quantity of shingles to the 
North. This application was promptly referred to the Navy Depart- 
ment, and in reply I am instructed that ‘‘no traffic in shingles, cotton, 
tobacco, or other articles can be permitted in the region blockaded.” 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 
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UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Norfolk, Va., September 18, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: ; 

GENERAL: The instructions from the Navy Department, of which I 
informed you to-day, make it necessary that I immediately direct the 
naval vessels on guard duty not to allow any steamer or sailing vessel ~ 
to pass in or out of this harbor and these waters unless she is in the 
service of the Army or the Navy, and has nothing on board except the 
United States mail or United States troops and public property, viz, 
Army or Navy stores and supplies. : 

In respect to all Army transports I respectfully request that you will 
cause each to be supplied with an official certificate stating the name of 
the transport; that she is in the service of the Army, and that she has 
nothing on board for traffic. Such a certificate should be left with the 
officer of the Navy guard vessel by every steamer or vessel passing 
either way. 

I further request to be informed of the name and official position of 
the officer at Norfolk and at Fort Monroe whom you may authorize to 
issue these certificates. All vessels without such certificate will be 
liable to detention. . 

Whilst I desire to carry out my instructions with fidelity I need not 
assure you of my further wish to do so in accordance with your official 
convenience. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
8. P. LEH, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 19, 1862. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8S. P. LEE, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two 
communications of the 18th instant. I have directed the provost-mar- 
shal, Capt. William EK. Blake, to give the certificates you require. I 
shall, however, call the attention of the Government to the instructions 
you have received from the Navy Department and ask that some action 
may be had on my communication of the 4th instant to the Secretary 
of War, of which I inclose a copy. You may beassured that untilsome < 
proper system of intercourse with Norfolk is established, so that the 
people may receive what they need for their subsistence and comfort,I _ 
shall interpose no obstacle to the execution of those instructions; but, 
on the contrary, shall do all in my power to aid youin carrying them out. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CorRPs, 
; Fort Monroe, Va., September 19, 1862. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. Lzn, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 
ADMIRAL : Since writing to you this morning I have received the 
r¢ gulations concerning internal and coastwise intercourse, of which I 
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inclose a copy,* and under which I think we may accomplish the object 
1 had in view in my communication of the 4th instant to the Secretary 
_of War, though I should have preferred the arrangement I suggested. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, September 19, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN A. Dix, 
Commanding at Fort Monroe, Va.: 


GENERAL: The Secretary of War directs me to acknowledge the re. 
ceipt of your communication of the 12th instant, in which you state that 
the contraband negroes which have been permitted to collect at Fort 
Monroe and in its vicinity have been and now are a very great source 
of embarrassment to the troops in the garrison and neighboring camps, 
and that in the event that the fort should be invested or approached 
by the enemy’s forces you should be obliged to ship them all North. 
In view of these circumstances you request permission and authority to 
communicate and make arrangements with the Governors of Massachu- 
setts and other Northern States with a view to a transfer to those 
States of all colored men, women, and children now under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. C. B. Wilder at Old Point Comfort and its vicinity, 
amounting to about 2,000. . 

In reply the Secretary instructs me to say that the permission to enter 
into a correspondence and the authority to make arrangements with 
the executives of the several Northern States for the purpose indicated 
is granted and conferred upon you agreeably to your request. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. WATSON, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 19, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Send up all of Peck’s division, which you can replace with the new 
troops. His division wiil be filled up here. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Fort Monror, VA., September 20, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

I was all day at Suffolk yesterday, expecting an advance from the 
Blackwater, where the rebels had’sent down a considerable force from 
Petersburg. I have two of Peck’s brigades there and three of the new 
regiments—perfectly raw. One never had had arms in their hands till 
they reached there yesterday. At Yorktown and Gloucester I have only 
Emory’s brigade; here only one regiment; at Camp Hamilton one 
regiment, and at Newport News only 500 men. It would be very un- 
safe to withdraw any of Peck’s division at this moment. I have at Suf- 


* Not found, 
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reat bulk of my force. The rebels have finished the railroad 

Pen pctrstare to the Blackwater. The secessionists were cooking 

for them at Suffolk night before last with the assurance that they were 

to be there yesterday. I beg you to let Peck’s division remain at pres- 

ent. He is superintending the miiperpe of Sie cen ' T have not a_ 

ing i r engineer officer for that post. 

single artillery, ordnance, or eng Jone A. DIX, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 20, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 

GENERAL: I requested by telegraph that General Peck’s division 
might not be taken away from me at present, assigning, briefly, the 
reasons. J do so now more in detail. 

My aggregate force present on the 10th instant was as follows: 


OTHeNCONTOOS nc «sem atidawace Cea pe cheng cle sO as aoalanelsleale ae aeeas eee 520 


Canip HaimMUOW joe nnn so Soaeew win cme male ini es emer sin oe seals we ieee 3, 330 
INGwhOrt INGWS ic. -ceaceas ncn c sopesiccoanas Gamcemenem sae Renemeemmes 518 
NOTIONS soe cd vuec sa bebe ce hee we oma Make Sale tee eam clon ers ree Sere eae eee 2, 021 
Baltolle 2g. ose tse wince eke ca tet: Sat SS ets SOs 5 sop enero 3, 454 
Morktownjpamnd Gloucestet! 3. sacace- <nae a. sanction cae che seer eens ete 3, 868 
VAIS DULG. wise tae sas sac calouns ocean cds «ss ne wie alemia cee ae 8 
— 14,528 
Meduet sickle sess ea Pts. Cates en nee eek ou es ei wae eno te eee omens 1, 384 
13, 144 
ANGOHOUT NEW. TOPIMON IS, ADOUGEs Suce mee ame neal na sics cide ee cele ctale oeeeete Ree 3, 400 
TOGBL. i. wan wisviwa cn camee tava Seneae eae sane so gee det eee alee ee eee 16, 544 


Since the 10th I have, in order to meet a threatened movement against 
Suffolk, augmented my force there to about 8,500, and left at Camp 
Hamilton only one regiment. 

Suffolk.—This is at the moment my most important position. The 
enemy has just finished the railroad from Petersburg to the Blackwater, 
20 miles from Suffolk, and on Tuesday and Wednesday moved a con- 
siderable body of infantry to that point. There was a force of cavalry 
and artillery in the vicinity before. On Thursday I went to Suffolk 
with reasonable assurance that there would be an advance on us, and 
examined the preparations made for defense by General Ferry. 

The gauge of the Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad is 5 feet, and the 
gauge of the Norfolk and Weldon, or Seaboard, 4 feet 84 inches. Hay- - 
ing no locomotives for the former we altered the gauge to 4 feet 84 
inches from Norfolk to Suffolk, connecting the two roads at the latter 
point by a Y, so as to use the equipment on either road at pleasure. 
Since the enemy have completed their road from Petersburg to the 
Blackwater I have been altering the gauge from Suffolk to Blackwater, 
so as to render it useless to them and advantageous to us if we wish to 
throw a force down from Suffolk, thus enabling us to control this com- 
munication as faras the Blackwater. Weare out some 6 miles, and are 
altering 3 miles aday. When you decided to hold Suffolk I determined 
to make it as effective as possible, and this change of gauge may be of 
great importance if we are in force again in this quarter and in North 
Carolina. To effect this object I must have troops, and the number I 
now have there may be indispensable to enable me to hold the place 
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against attack. I have ordered a reconnaissance in force to be made 
to-day in the direction of the Blackwater. 
Yorktown.—The armament is now in progress. General Peck is super- 
intending it. I have no one who can do it so well. Indeed, I have for 
duty but one engineer under my command; only one ordnance officer, 
who has charge of the arsenal here, and only one artillery officer, who 
. has been until recently the commanding officer of this post. The scien- 
tific corps of the army have been absorbed by other commands. I may 
be obliged to send General Peck to Suffolk if an advance is made by the 
enemy. 
The intrenchments constructed by the Confederates at Yorktown are 
very strong, but were intended for a large force. It is not proposed to 
hold the place with more than 4,000 men, and therefore some out-works 
not intended to be occupied are in progress of demolition. The arma- 
ment will be completed as rapidly as possible, and with the present 
force and the guns already in position the place could hold out against 
greatly superior numbers. 

Gloucester.—General McClellan, before he left here, ordered Glouces- 
ter to be armed. Ido not propose to execute the order until we have 
completed the armament of Yorktown and until I have 20,000 effective 

men, for I do not think a smaller number sufficient to protect my ex- 
tended lines. 

This position is auxiliary to Yorktown in controlling the navigation of 
the York River. It is commanded by Yorktown Heights, but it might, 
nevertheless, in the hands of an enemy, be a source of annoyance. 

Newport News.—This post was abandoned in June last by order.of 
General McClellan. Everything was removed except the sick and a 
company of cavalry, asa guard. Since then the sick have been increased 
and I have added a very small regiment of infantry. 

The Secretary of the Navy requested that we would mount two or 
three 200-pounder guns to aid the gunboats in defending themselves 
against the new Merrimac, but we have no 200-pounders, and unless I 
have a competent force there the enemy might, if we were to obtain 
them, use them against us. There are some earthworks, a good deal 
dilapidated, for defense against an inland attack, but they require about 
3,000 men to man them. All the guns were removed. 

Newport News as a station defends nothing. The channel of the 
James River is wide. A vessel drawing from 17 to 18 feet can pass 
out at a distance of 14 miles, although the deeper part of the channel 
is near the land. Its occupation as a post was always of questionable 
utility. 

Williamsburg I consider of no importance, except as an advance post 
for watching a movement of the enemy from the Chickahominy. By 
holding it we are able to push our vedettes farther out. It is too dis- 
tant from Yorktown (13 miles), but I have only a small cavalry force 
there. Itis under a brave and vigilant officer, who I think will take 
care of himself. I need for— 


Men. 
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If we fall back from Suffolk we must have a larger force at Norfolk. 
With no other force in the Department of Virginia I think the above 
estimate the lowest number by which the several places occupied by 
us can be held against the forces which the enemy can easily send 
against us. — ; 
If Peck’s division is taken from me I shall have but 9,000 effective 
men left, and of these more than one-third are entirely raw—for the 
most part unacquainted even with the manual of arms. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monro, VA., September 20, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 


I have just received a dispatch from Captain Rodgers, of the Galena, : 
informing me that 2,000 troops came from Petersburg the day before 
yesterday and 3,000 yesterday to the Blackwater; that from 8,000 to 
10,000 are assembled now, and that 15,000, recently arrived, are on the 
south side of the James River, in the vicinity of Richmond. This accords 
with my information from other sources. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 21, 1862. 
Hon. SALMON P. CHASE, 
Secretary of the Treasury: 


Sir: Captain Slicer, of the revenue service, has written to you in 
regard to some shipments by the schooner Geranium from Baltimore to 
this post, under a regular clearance from the custom-house. I gave a 
permit to the shippers to bring certain enumerated articles for the peo- 
ple at Back River and the vicinity. But a quantity of other articles 
not embraced in my permit were allowed to be shipped by the collector; 
among them are 3,000 percussion caps. These articles were intended 
for a neighborhood where there is at this season a good deal of game 
and the inhabitants ought not to be deprived of the privilege of shoot- 
ing. I propose to detain them to be sold here to individuals, for their 
personal use, under special permits and in such small quantities as to 
make it clear that they are not intended for traffic. Back River is about 
7 miles from the fort. 

There are also, not embraced in my permit, 84 gross of matches— 
12,096 boxes. In Baltimore they ee have cost $75. In Richacdd 
they would bring 75 cents a box—$9,072. Such a quantity imported 
for a small neighborhood, taken in connection with the difference of 
price, shows that they were intended for sale where the enormous profit 
is to be obtained. These I propose also to detain. 

_ As the custom-house officers have cleared these articles, and as there 
is no irregularity, there seems to be no reason for holding the vessel or 
the residue of the cargo. She has been detained by Captain Slicer, and 
the only question 1s whether the articles referred to shall be stopped 
here. This question I suppose need not embarrass me, as the clearance 
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_was for this post, and there is no reason why the articles not included 
in my permit should be allowed to go farther. 
_ I think it very important that the trade with Norfolk and Portsmouth 
and the district immediately adjoining my command should be regulated 
_by permits given by me as the commander of the military department. 
Through my provost-marshals and other subordinates I can ascertain 
the wants of every neighborhood, and indeed of every famil y, and thus 
_be able to limit the supply to their reasonable wants. Collectors at a 
distance have no such knowledge, and a privilege intended to meet 
real necessities may be perverted, as it often is, to purposes of traffic 
with disloyal districts and individuals. 
Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., September 21, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe: 


The ordering up of Peck’s division was at General McClellan’s urgent 
request. In the advance of the enemy’s army against this place and 
Maryland he did not deem it necessary on the Peninsula... If you re- 
quire it, keep it and discharge the transports. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


SUFFOLK, September 21, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 

I have reason to believe that the infantry and artillery of the enemy 
have gone to Franklin, and that a bridge is constructed there. ‘Their 
numbers are reported at 8,000 to 10,000, besides those heretofore at 
Franklin. Five hundred of their cavalry are reported on this side 


there. 
O. 8S. FERRY, 
Brigadier- General. 


UnITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., September 23, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN A. DIX, 
Oomdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit herewith for your informa. | 
tion a copy of my instructions to officers on guard duty, enforcing the 
blockade of Norfolk and of these waters; also a number of printed cer- 
tificates for vessels (other than the mail or troop steamers) passing in 
and out, to leave at the guard vessel. This certificate is prepared on 
one side for the signature of Captain Blake, as arranged with you, and 
on the other side for the signature of the master of the vessel; the first 
stating that the vessel is in the service of the army exclusively, and boti - 
declaring that she has no article but only proper supplies for the army 


n board. 
4 The mail boats from Baltimore and Norfolk and troop transports will 
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not be required to stop for inspection, as they are understood to have a 

responsible army police on board and will not be allowed by you to vio- 
late the blockade. : 

I will thank you to inform me what steps you have taken or may take 

to insure this result. 
I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


[Inclosure.] 
Instructions for officers on guard duty. 


No vessel must be allowed to pass inward except the mail steamer 
and transports with troops without stopping at the guard vessel and 
delivering a certificate signed by Capt. W. H. Blake, provost-marshal, 
at Fort Monroe, that the vessel is in the employ of the War Department 
and has supplies for the army only on board. Vessels without such cer- 
tificates must be taken charge of and the circumstances immediately 
reported to the admiral or senior officer present. 

Outward-bound vessels, other than those before excepted (mail steamn- 
ers, &c.), must stop at the guard vessel and leave a certificate signed 
by , stating the vessel to be empty (in ballast) or has supplies for 

the army only on board. 
' Vessels attempting to pass without such certificate must be taken 
charge of and reported as before directed. 

A boarding-book must be kept, and the names of all vessels passing 
the guard vessels in or out be entered therein, with the date, by whom 
owned, name of master, tonnage, and cargo. A weekly return, showing 
the foregoing, must be made to the admiral or senior officer present. 

S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg..N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Fort Monron, VA., September 23, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 


The enemy have completed their bridge at Carrsville, on the Norfolk 
and Seaboard Railroad, and have crossed a part of their force. They 
must have on the Blackwater 12,000 men, and for two or three days 
they have been concentrating them at Carrsville, one day’s march from 
us. A column has left Richmond in the direction of Williamsburg, but 
I can get no definite information as to its numbers. The new Merrimac 
is expected down the river in ten days. There is nothing to cope with 
her but the Monitor. The Galena is no better than a wooden gunboat. 
If anything befalls the Monitor everything about us may be smashed 
up, our 12,000 men at Norfolk and Suffolk cut off from us, and our com- 
munication with Washin gton and Baltimore closed. The Ironsides was 
here, but has been withdrawn. There certainly ought to be another 
efficient armor-clad steamer sent here promptly. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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: SUFFOLK, September 238, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 


Arrived in good season. Have been over most of the approaches. 
The work is being pushed. No report as yet from Colonel Spear’s re- 
connaissance. . 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


f SUFFOLK, September 23, 1862. 
Major-General D1x: 


I have received a revort from Colonel Spear, commanding reconnais- 
sance, to this effect: He found first picket of enemy 3 miles this side 
Franklin; drove them. Proceeded a mile farther and met the enemy 
in some force at junction of South Quay and Franklin roads; enemy 
fell back. One mile from Franklin, cavalry and infantry picket; drove 
that and proceeded half mile farther. Enemy opened with artillery ; 
reconnaissance halted and reconnoitered vicinity. Five thousand in- 
fantry at Franklin on both sides river; 2,000 at South Quay; 1,200 at 
Preston’s Ferry. Floating bridge across Blackwater; [can] cross, cars 


or artillery. Strict guard kept. , 
JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., September 24, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. JoHn A. Dix, Fort Monroe: 


The defense of the points occupied by you is necessarily left to your 
discretion. You will retain Peck’s division and I will send you as soon 
as possible four more new regiments. The calls of General McClellan 
for re-enforcements and the tardy movements of new troops render it 
difficult to satisfy all demands. 

I do not insist upon your holding all points now in your possession. 
In that matter you must be guided by the best interests of the country. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NoRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., September 24, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to say that some time since I made a 
formal application to the honorable Secretary of War for more troops 
for this department. This application was made previous to the great 
answer made by the loyal States to the President’s call for troops. _ 

I learn now that large numbers of new regiments are pouring into 
Washington, and beg your attention, therefore, to my request for more 
troops, and in this connection I beg leave to say that, seeing the turn 
affairs are taking in Virginia and Maryland, the occupation in force of 
this department may be most advantageous to the campaign. The 
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advantages of this post for drilling and perfecting new regiments are 
very great. The place is healthy now, wood is in great abundance, 
water sufficient, and subsistence and quartermaster’s supplies are easily 
obtained from New York, both to this point and to Beaufort, from which 
point the railroad is in good order and running. ah 

T have some eight regiments of infantry here of old troops, divided 
into two brigades, commanded by most excellent officers (acting briga- 
dier-generals), Colonels Amory and Stevenson, and with other excellent 
colonels could readily drill any number of new regiments you might 
send. My artillery force (Third New York Artillery) is good. They 
number five light batteries, with twenty-eight pieces; Rhode Island 
Battery, with six pieces; Rocket Battalion, with eight pieces. My 
siege train ready for transportation, though at present on shipboard, 
with supply of ammunition, consists of four 30-pounder Parrott guns; 
in addition to which I can land for the investment of any sea-coast 
place ten 32’s (long), on ship-carriages. My cavalry force is one good 
and efficient regiment, Third New York Cavalry. 

My knowledge of the country in this region, derived from being sta- 
tioned here as engineer officer in charge and more lately in command 
of this department, enables me to use the small force at my disposal to 
advantage, which advantages would of course be greatly increased by 
having a much larger force at my disposal. 

Hoping you will see fit to send me additional troops, | am, with great 
respect, your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General. 


FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Newport News, September 24, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN A. DIX, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, &e.: 


GENERAL: The schooner A. 8S. Pearcy, recently attempting to leave 
Norfolk under a permit from the provost-marshal with a cargo of mer- 
chandise, was stopped, and the case referred to the Navy Department. 
In reply I am instructed not to allow any vessel to import or export 
merchandise into Norfolk, Elizabeth River, or any part of the country 
blockaded ; that Beaufort, N. C.,is the only port open for general traffic 
within the limit of the North Atlantic Squadron; that what are called 
permits from any officer, except the Secretaries of the War, Treasury 
and Navy, authorizing the ingress or egress of any vessel in violation 
of the blockade are not to be regarded; that the schooner Pearcy, with 
merchandise from Norfolk for Baltimore, must not be allowed to depart; 
that there must be no favoritism or license for trade given to any one 
or more of our own countrymen within the blockaded region, or to im- 
port or to export merchandise, which would justly be considered as 
evasive of the blockade and in bad faith; that no officer of the Army 
or Navy is authorized to grant permits, and that all vessels engaged in 
illegal traffic must be seized; that such as under the authority of the 
War or Navy Departments may be engaged to carry supplies to the 
Army or Navy will take no return cargo; that the blockade is intended 
to interdict all trade whatever with the country blockaded during its 
continuance and should be rigidly enforced. 3 

In communicating to you the foregoing I am happy to acknowledge 
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your assurance of your disposition to aid me, as you essentially may, 
in giving effect to the policy of the Department, although you entertain 
a different view of the subject. 
I have the honor to be, general, most respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEH, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


P.S.—Commodore Livingston can give return freights of Govern- 
ment property from the Norfolk navy-yard to Northern navy-yards to 
quite a number of the vessels bringing army supplies here. It will be 
advantageous to them and to the Government interests if you will be 
so good as to have them so informed. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Tort Monroe, Va., September 24, 1862. 


Lient. Com. C. W. Fiussnr, U.S. Nu: 


Sir: The accompanying letter from [to] Acting Rear-Admiral Lee will 
explain to you the earnest desire I feel to have two or three gunboats 
sent up the Chowan and Blackwater Rivers as far as Franklin, where 
the enemy has concentrated a considerable force for the purpose of at- 
tacking Suffolk. Ihave atthe latter place a sufficient force to co-operate 
with you in the attack on Franklin in driving the enemy away and de- 
stroying the bridge which he has recently constructed over the Black- 
water at that place, which is the crossing of the Seaboard Railroad. 
There is deep water as high as Franklin, but I do not know the charac- 
ter of the Blackwater above its junction with the Chowan. I consider 
the expedition a very important one, and trust there may be no obstacle 
to its accomplishment. 

If the gunboats can go up, please let me know when they will [reach] 
Franklin and I will have my force there. 

I am, very respectfully, yours, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
[Inclosure. i 
HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 24, 1862. 


Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 
ADMIRAL: I had last evening an earnest request from Major-General 
Peck, commanding at Suffolk, that two or three gunboats should be 


‘sent up the Chowan and Blackwater Rivers as far as Franklin, where 


the enemy have a force of from 10,000 to 12,000 men. If this can be 
done I think we shall be able to disperse this force and destroy the 
bridge at that place. nee . 
I have sent my aide, Major Dix, with this dispatch, and will be glad 
to receive your answer by him. Hers, 
I have received your communication of yesterday and will give it my 
early attention. ' 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, Fi 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 25, 1862. 


Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. Lun, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 

ADMIRAL: I have sent the passes designed for Norfolk to Capt. J. 
H. Liebenau, provost-marshal, who will sign them for vessels coming 
from that port. Captain Blake will sign passes for vessels going from 
this post. ; 
~ The mail and transport vessels are subjected to a strict examination, 
and nothing is permitted to go in them except supplies for the army or 
articles belonging to individuals not designed for traffic. An account 
of everything carried in these vessels is kept by the captain of the port. 
By these precautions there can be no traffic with Norfolk except such 
as is carried on under the regulations which I sent to you. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 25, 1862. 


Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 

ADMIRAL: I have deferred answering your communication of the 
17th instant in order to obtain all the facts in regard to the steam gun- 
boat on the stocks in Norfolk. ‘General Viele,on a reference of the 
matter to him, says: ' 

Admiral Lee is laboring [under] a misapprehension. The private ship-yard of one 
Nash was seized by my order for Government purposes, and it has been and now is 
used by the quartermaster for repairing vessels used by the army for transportation. 
inthe yard and on the stocksisa vessel completed, intended for the insurgents by this 
man Nash. I directed the quartermaster to complete the vessel sufficient for launch- 
ing, 

On mentioning the fact to Admiral (then Commodore) Goldsborough he offered the 
use of a gunboat to tow the vessel to Washington. That is all the understanding 
there was in the matter. 

This subject was brought to my attention in the month of August. 
I was not aware that General Viele had done anything in regard to it, 
and on a statement of facts by Captain Ludlow, the quartermaster at 
Norfolk, I ordered him to have the vessel planked up so that she could 
be launched and towed to Baltimore, where I proposed. with the con- 
sent of the War Department, to have her finished. I inclose a copy of 
Captain Ludlow’s report to me, stating the facts at my request.* The 
work has been done by my order; and I directed him further to placein 
her, if it should be found suitable, a boiler left by the insurgents. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA 
Newport News, Va., September 25, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN A. Dix, U.S. A, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va. : 
GENERAL: The Navy Department informs me that timely notice 


* Not found, 
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should be given to the inhabitants of Norfolk, &c., in order that those 


of them might leave who should avoid personal exposure to our fire, 


whilst defending the place if attacked by the rebel forces. 

_I submit to you that in order to avoid all embarrassments to an effi- 
cient defense arising from delay in giving this notice, we should, as 
soon as you think it necessary to do so, give such public notice to the 
inhabitants of Norfolk and Portsmouth, to foreign consuls and their 
families therein residing, as may be proper. 

L invite your advice and co-operation in the premises and submit here- 
with the within for your consideration and amendment. I think the 
matter demands our immediate attention. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 


S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


{Inclosure. ] 


Official notice is hereby given to all non-combatants, foreign consuls, 
&e., that the present threatened attack by the rebel forces on Suffolk, 
an outpost of Norfolk and Portsmouth, Va., makes it necessary to no- 
tify them that if they shall continue to reside in these towns they will 
do so.at their own peril, and must take the consequences that may ensue 
from the exposure they will encounter during the defense of Norfolk 
and Portsmouth by the military and naval forces of the United States. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


; S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


To be communicated through General Viele to the authorities and 
inhabitants of Norfolk and Portsmouth, to each foreign consul, and to 
be published in the Norfolk Union newspapers. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 25, 1862. 


Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. Lin, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 


ADMIRAL: I have had the honor to receive your communication of 
this morning in regard to the threatened attack of the rebels on Suffolk. 
The question of giving the notice of which you inclose a draught is a 
very important and delicate one and IJ desire time to consider it. There 
has been as yet no movement this side of the Blackwater, and it ap- 
pears to me that-an advance should precede such a notice, which would 
induce a large number of the inhabitants of Norfolk to leave and 
devolve on us the obligation of passing them through our lines. If we 
intended to make the attack there would be no question as to the pro- 
priety of giving the notice. f 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. | 
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UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., September 26, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Drx, U.S. A., . 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
reply to my communication of the 25th, relative to giving notice to the 
foreign consuls and to the inhabitants of Norfolk to prepare them in 
the event of an attack on Norfolk, now threatened by the concentration 
of rebel forces in the vicinity of Suffolk, the outpost of Norfolk. Should 
the enemy march upon the town, and under shelter of it attack the 
troops and gunboats, the latter, stationed in the harbor to assist in © 
maintaining our occupation of the place, would be obliged to fire 
“upon it. 

By giving timely notice to the women and children, the consuls, &e., 
we shall feel free to fire, should it become necessary to do so. By hes- 
itation and delay, lest we put to some inconvenience the inhabitants, 
of whom the influential, if not the larger part, appear hostile to the 
General Government, we may entail on ourselves the disagreeable 
alternative, in the event of a sudden attack, of firing upon a town 
whose people have not had the benefit of a previous and proper notice. 
A premature warning would be better for them and for us than none 
at all, and might possibly have the effect of inducing the enemy, at the 
instance of the inhabitants, to desist from any attempt against our 
position there. 

I therefore propose that the terms of a notice shall at once be ar- 
ranged to your satisfaction and signed by me, so that you may date, 
sign, and publish it, whenever in your good judgment it shall be proper 
0 do so. é 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEH, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Hpars. DEPT. oF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Fort Monroe, September 27, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK: 

GENERAL: Soon after I took command here I presented to the Gov- 
ernment the case of the inhabitants of Norfolk, who were then and are 
cs more grievously affected by the commercial restrictions imposed on 
chem. 

On the 4th instant I presented their case a second time to the War 
Department, reiterating my views, and contending that Norfolk, not 
being a blockaded port, is not subject to the laws of blockade but that 
it is held by military occupation and governed by the laws of war and 
that neutral nations cannot call us to account for any commercial inter- 
course we may think proper to allow for the comfort of our troops or of 
the inhabitants who are dependent on us, and for whose wants ever 
dictate of justice and humanity calls on us to provide. she 

The state of things here is deplorable. The people are suffering for 
want of almost all the necessaries of life. They pay to-day $16 per bar- 
rel for flour. Through our interdiction of trade we have shut them out 
both from the North and the South, and they are actually worse off than 
they were under the insurgents. I confess I do not understand the pol- 
icy, if there is any. The permission was asked the other day to take a 
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cargo of coal there for the gas company, and it was refused by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. There have been two or three murders recently 
and dark streets will facilitate the perpetration of crime. Permits have 
been given to particular individuals to take cargoes there in a few in- 
stances for general traffic, and in direct violation of the laws of blockade, 
if the blockade exists. But the Secretary of the Navy has instructed 
Admiral Lee not to allow any traffic in tobacco, shingles, or other prod- 
ucts of the labor of the inhabitants with the places from which merchan- 
dise has been introduced under the permits referred to, and as they 
have no money they cannot as a general rule avail themselves of the 
benefits of this partial reopening of trade. Special permits are a source 
of the most unconscionable extortions.. A man was permitted to take 
250 tons of coal the other day, and the city being nearly destitute he 
sold for $15 a ton what cost him about $6. The Secretary of the Navy 
has instructed Admiral Lee not to allow anything to pass except sup- 
plies for the army on permits from General Dix. There is.a revenue 
cutter here in charge of a discreet and vigilant officer who is exercising 
the appropriate function of suppressing illicit trade; but the Navy 
Department assumes that the admiral is there to enforce a blockade as 
if the place belonged to an enemy, whereas it is in our possession, held 
by military occupation, and should be governed by the commander of 
the military forces until the laws of the United States are fully extended 
over it. How can it be said to be a blockaded port when the United 
States mail is carried to and fro daily and a post-office established for 
general correspondence without restriction? J earnestly ask your at- 
tention to my letter of the 4th instant to the Secretary of War. 

The permits given at Washington to particular individuals to trade 
at Norfolk, for want of proper information, have been granted in some 
instances to unworthy persons. One was obtained not long ago by an 
individual who was turned out of the quartermaster’s department at 
this post for fraud and who was recently found with a large quantity 
of quinine destined unquestionably for Richmond. 

You may have heard that articles are smuggled through Norfolk to 
Richmond. No doubt a pound of tea and a pair of boots may reach 
there occasionally. Smuggling exists wherever a large profit is to be 
made.. But these leaks at Norfolk and everywhere else do not amount 
to an appreciable sum. ‘Tea has risen in three months from $15 to $20 
a pound at Richmond, and other articles in proportion, showing how 
little has been gained by contraband trade. 

If the War or Treasury Departments are unwilling to trust to the mili- 
tary commander the power of granting permits to carry to Norfolk what 
is necessary to save the people from absolute suffering, but prefer to 
retain it, it should be delegated to a special agent here, who will know 
precisely what is needed, and who can, through the information he will 
gain, confine supplies to proper limits and the privilege of trading to 
honest hands. . 

I hope you will be able to spare half an hour from your urgent duties 
to consider this matter. Between the Treasury Department, whose 
province it is to regulate peaceful commerce, and the Navy Department, 
which fancies it is enforcing a blockade, the unfortunate inhabitants of 
Norfolk and Portsmouth (one-third of them loyal) are in danger of starva- 
tion, and the military authorities, which have the nominal control, bear 
all the responsibility and the odium. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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HpaQrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, . 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 27, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Joun J. Prox, Commanding at Suffolk : 

GENERAL: I have ordered Captain Davis’ battery to you from York- 
town. I will direct General Viele, in case of any sudden emergency, 
to execute any order you may give him. His force is small, and I do 
not wish it disturbed except in an exigency so pressing as to render 
consultation with me dangerous. 

The Morse draws so much water that she cannot safely go higher up 
the Nansemond. Admiral Lee has promised me another gunboat of 
less draught, and I will ask him to put her under your orders so that 
She can take the place of the West End in case of need. 

I trust the telegraph line will be completed to-day so that our com- 
munications may be more regular. 

I am, very.respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Newport News, September 28, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Drx, Comdg. Seventh Army Corps : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit herewith blank certificates 
for the use of army transports outward bound from Yorktown and 
vicinity, to be presented to the naval guard vessel in York River. I 
beg you will cause these to be sent to the provost-marshal at Yorktown. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEH, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHTP MINNESOTA, 
Newport News, Va., September 27, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN A. Dix, U.S. A,, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va. : 

GENERAL: I have to request that all army transports, before at- 
tempting to pass in or out through the blockade of J ames River or to 
and from the Nansemond River, may be directed to Stop and show to 
the senior naval officer off Newport News the authority and object for 
their passing the blockade. It will not answer to allow any vessel or q 
steamboat, though hoisting a white flag, to pass unquestioned and un- 
known. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Hpqgrs. DEPT. or VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 28, 1862. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. Ln, : 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 

ADMIRAL: I supposed all vessels going into the James River or the 
Nansemond reported. Colonel Ludlow, one of my aides, who went to 
Aiken’s Landing with flag of truce twice, told me he reported to Cap- 
tain Rodgers on both occasions, before you came from Norfolk. The 
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last flag that went up a few days ago was a boat from Washington in 
charge of an officer from that city. He was not aware, I presume, of 
the rule. I will give the necessary directions to the captain of the 
pert here, who has the supervision of all vessels arriving or leaving. 
I am, very respectfally, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
; Major-General. 


HpDgQrs. DEP’. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 29, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK: j 
GENERAL: In my letter of the 27th instant I stated that permits to 
trade in Norfolk had been given to improper persons. Yesterday Mr. 
Noyes, the person I alluded to as having been turned out of the quar- 


' master’s department for fraud and having been found with a large 


quantity of quinine in Norfolk sent to him surreptitiously, arrived here, 
with a permit from General Wadsworth to trade, with a very heavy 
invoice of merchandise—among other items 2,000 tons of coal. I am 
very happy to know that such a supply of necessaries is to go to Nor- 
folk for the relief of the people, but I greatly regret that it is in such 
hands. At the same time the quartermaster has received for examina- 
tion from Mr. Tucker, Assistant Secretary of War, a fraudulent claim 
against the Government from this same man. 

There also arrived here yesterday a man named Ward with supplies 
for the Marine Corps, purchased by him on a permit from the Secretary 
of the Navy. He refused to take the oath of allegiance, and I stopped 
the goods. I sent him with the assistant provost-marshal to General 
Viele, who reports as follows: ° 

“This man Ward is a rebel scoundrel, who was imposed upon the 
provost-marshal by Captain McCawley (Marines), who is certainly very 
much in fault in the matter. The man’s antecedents are bad. He has 
made a fortune in contracts for the insurgents. I think a man named 
Kirby, a renegade Englishman, is the agent in the matter.” 

If there had been a proper system of supervision here in regard to 
permits to trade these cases would not have occurred. 

I think this will show the importance of trusting the matter of grant- 
ing permits to the commander of the military department or of having 
a special agent of the War or Treasury Departments here. In that 
case Capt. James Millward, jr., the captain of the port here, would be 
a proper person, and his duties would be performed under my super- 
vision. He keeps an account of all supplies received for the inhab- 
itants around here, and is thus able to tell at any moment what any 
family needs. The same system through subordinates might be ex- 
tended to Norfolk. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Hpers. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 29, 1862. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


ADMIRAL: We had advices yesterday from the Blackwater. The 
enemy have not crossed, nor can I ascertain that they have been re- 
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enforced. I think there is not an armed insurgent within 40 miles of 
Norfolk, unless it be some lurking squads, or perhaps companies, in the 
Dismal Swamp. In the mean time we have strengthened Suffolk so 
as to feel confident of resisting any force the enemy can have on the 
Blackwater. 1 } 

I have fully considered the matter of the proposed notice to the people 
of Norfolk and the foreign consuls residing there, and regret to differ 
in opinion with you in regard to the policy of giving it at the present 
time. Iam not sure that we can say that Suffolk is threatened until 
there is an advance of the enemy’s forces, and I do not think the people 
of Norfolk should be disturbed unnecessarily. The hostile attack 
should beimminent. A notice of twenty-four hours is all that is needetl 
in case of an attack or intended bombardment, and where we are merely 
acting on the defensive a longer one cannot be expected of us. 

I have express orders not to allow any one to pass through our lines 
without the permission of the Secretary of War. If the proposed 
notice is to have any effect at all it will be to induce the wealthier 
portions of the people to Jeave, and they are in general opposed to us. 
The poor, among whom are all the loyal part of the population, have 
not the means of leaving. The result would therefore be to drive oft 
those who sympathize with the insurgents and diminish the objection 
on the part of their forces to attack the place. I should, moreover, feel 
greatly embarrassed by applications to pass our lines. I am constantly 

refusing them now to parties who wish to go to Richmond. The pro- 
posed notice would insure a renewal of these applications and impose 
on me the obligation to grant them as well as others which might be 
made, while I am prohibited from doing so. 

There is another consideration: I do not like at this time to acknowl- 
edge that we are acting on,the defensive. The enemy, as I see from 
the Richmond papers, have been expecting an attack on Petersburg, 
and they think we have been very heavily re-enforced at Suffolk. The 
notice would be an acknowledgment that we have not the means of 
making an aggressive movement, and it might encourage such a move- 
ment against us. 

These objections, as you see, relate chiefly to time. The form of the 
notice you inclosed to me is entirely unobjectionable. The only sug- 
gestion that occurs to me is the addition of the followin g words at the 
close, viz: ‘Tn case these places shall be assailed.” 

If you will, as you proposed in your letter of the 26th, send me sueh 
a notice, signed by yourself, I will use it when I think it necessary. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


ee 


Hpars. Dep. or VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY Corps, 
Fort Monroe, Va., September 30, 1862. 
Lieut. Com. C. W. Fiusser, 
Commanding U. 8. Steamer Commodore Perry: 


Simm: Tn consequence of some unexpected obstacles we cannot be 
ready until about the 10th proximo. I will give you three days’ 
notice, 

The bridge has not been reconstructed at Franklin for the Roanoke 
and Seaboard Railroad, but a floating bridge has been thrown across 


Cnr. XXX] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—-UNION. 411 


the Blackwater at that point. A large force has been sent down from 

Petersburg, but we think the bulk of it is at Zuni, the crossing of the 

Petersburg road. We are quite strong at Suffolk. A 
Respectfully, yours, 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


t 


Abstract from Return of the Department of Virginia, Maj. Gen. John A. Dix commanding, 
for September 30, 1862. 
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Abstract from Return of the Department of North Carolina, Maj. Gen. John G. Foster com- 
manding, for September 30, 1862. 
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UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., October 1, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, U. 8S. A,, 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your communication of the 29th was received yesterday. 
You think the notice proposed by me on the 25th not now necessary, 
as your outpost at Suffolk has been sufficiently strengthened and as 
you believe there is not now an armed insurgent, excepting perhaps some 
lurking companies in the Dismal Swamp, within 40 miles of Norfolk. 
The situation was different when I communicated with the Department 
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in reference to the notice. Then you had just informed me that the 
enemy was concentrating and threatening to attack Suffolk with a 
force double our own there in numbers; that you had suggested to 
General Halleck to withdraw the troops from Suffolk, which he declined 
to do; that to prevent the enemy from getting between Suffolk and 
Norfolk you desired, and I stationed, a gunboat in the Western Branch 
of the Nansemond; and General Viele had recently informed me that 
he had arranged to barricade and defend Norfolk or a part of the town 
embracing the custom-house. I cheerfully accept your opinion that 
the proposed notice is not necessary at the present time. The altera- 
tion you propose in the notice, viz, that the consuls, women, and chil- 
dren should leave, ‘in case these places shall be assailed,” would, I 
respectfully suggest, render the notice inoperative; would not relieve 
these non-combatants, who would be between two fires, and might 
occasion complaint on the part of foreign governments. 

As you also think a notice of twenty-four hours would be sufficient 
and that no notice is now necessary, I presume the matter had better 
be deferred until from your official sources of information, which are 
better than mine, you think it time to act; of which I hope you will 

‘duly inform me. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantie Blockading Squadron. 


P. S.—A steamboat with a white flag hoisted ran this blockade, up 
James River, to-day. 


HpqQrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., October 1, 1862. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8S. P. Ln, 
Commandiny North Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 


ADMIRAL: I have the honor to inclose a copy of the notice you sent 
me. 

[I also inclose a copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury in 
regard to a vessel detained at Norfolk. You will observe that the right 
of the military commander to clear a vessel from a blockaded port—the 
vessel having arrived there under a proper clearance—is distinctly ad- 
mitted. This will relieve the question of supplies for Norfolk of a good 
deal of difficulty. The Secretary of the Treasury has just granted a 
permit for a very large quantity of necessaries—amon g other items, 2,000 
tons of coal. The inhabitants have no money, or at least none which 
the importers will take. They must therefore pay in the products of 
their labor—tobacco, shingles, sweet potatoes, &c. Under the decision 
of the Secretary of the Treasury they may do so; and I trust, as the 
right to regulate commerce resides in the Treasury Department, that 
you will not consider your instructions from the Secretary of the Navy 
as conflicting with this decision. This rule has always been recognized 
heretofore. On the return of a vessel entering Norfolk under the au- 
thority of the Treasury Department, with merchandise, I have author- 
ized her to be cleared, with a cargo of agricultural products, to any port 
of entry in a loyal State. Were it otherwise the permit to carry neces. 
saries there would be a mockery. The case of the Marblehead is pre- 
cisely in point, for she was regularly cleared for Norfolk, and is laden 
with staves, &c., for a return cargo. The Secretary, you will notice, 
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does not decide her case as a special one but states the rule which 
covers it. : 

The Delaware, which has taken the place of the Morse, is precisely 
what we want. With the West End, a heavy tug which I have armed, 
we shall have an efficient river defense. I do not know what instruc- 
tions you have given the commander of the Delaware, and I will be 
much obliged to you if you will request him to act in conjunction with 
the West End, under the direction of Major-General Peck, who will be 
advised of all exigencies as they arise and know how to meet them. - 

Tam, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, October 2, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Jouwn A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 


GENERAL: Your communication of the 1st instant is received. I do 
not see that the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury to Mr. Cutting 
respecting the schooner Marblehead allows anything more than that she 
may be cleared without a cargo of merchandise. This view is consistent 
with my instructions of September 18 from the Secretary of the Navy, 
which I read to you, and the substance of which I wrote to you on the 
23d ultimo. The conclusion you arrive at and the course you propose 
seem to me to be clearly in conflict with my orders. Your communica- 
tion and this reply will, however, be referred to the Department for its 
consideration and decision. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
a erliluts, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, October 3, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A, 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: My instructions to the commanding navai officer in the 
Nansemond River are to go up as near as he can to the West Branch of 
that river and prevent the enemy from crossing there; to endeavor to 
intercept rebel mails passing along there and between Norfolk and Rich- 
mond, and to avail himself of such information as General Peck, from 
his position, may be enabled to give, in order to facilitate a co-operation 
with General Peck’s forces, or otherwise, as may be best, against the 
enemy. I hope General Peck will communicate freely with our gun- 
boat. 

Taai6 the Morse to-day to relieve the Delaware, the latter to go out- 
side awhile. The Morse is the more efficient vessel of the two, as she 
is a double-ender and does not have to turn in that narrow stream, in . 
doing which I fear the Delaware has got aground as she has not yet 
ea wee ] tfull ours 

rowey ayy 7 
I have the honor to be, general, very respec peel LE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Oo Oe 
Oram, 
4 
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je SuFFOLK, October 3, 1862—10 p. m. 
Major-General Dix: . 
Spear was induced to go on to Franklin in consequence of supposed 
gunboat firing. He has held the enemy at bay all day with his little 
force, doing them much harm. For the night, he is occupying Beaver 
Dam Church. He has positive orders to fall back upon Wessells, 10 or 
12 miles from here, toward Western Branch Church. Hnemy’s pickets, 
infantry and cavalry, reported at Windsor; probably result of deserter’s 
information. Gunboats have not reached Franklin. Spear has done 
splendidly. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 

Fort Monroe, Va., October 3, 1862. 

Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE, y 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


ADMIRAL: I very much regret that last steamer sent with flag of 
truce to Aiken’s Landing should have passed you without reporting. 
It was sent off in great haste, on a direction from the Secretary of War, 
with an officer who had never before been on that service. I have taken 
such measures as I trust will effectually prevent any such failure to re- 
port hereafter. ] 

T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of yesterday, and am, very respectfully, admiral, your obedient servant, 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., October 3, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALuLEck, 
Commander-in- Chief U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

_ GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that everything is quiet 
throughout this department, and as I am in the habit of making con- 
stant armed reconnaissances very little picket firing even is at the out- 
posts. 

The health of the troops is not particularly good just now (we have 
some 1,500 sick), but is improving, and expect that cold weather will 
soon bring them up. 

Our hospital arrangements we have perfected to a great degree here 
Beaufort, and Portsmouth, and we think they will compare most favor. 
ably with any United States hospitals elsewhere. 

During our stay here we have formed and equipped, mounted and 
drilled, five light batteries from the Third New York Artillery. My 
requisitions for this object on the Ordnance Department have met gen- 
erally prompt and full attention; the men are good, the officers take hold 
and the batteries are, I think, quite efficient. I am now reorganizing 
_ the batteries (2) of the New York Rocket Battalion, and for this pur. 

pose have required for six Napoleons and the necessary number of 
horses, which we hope will be promptly filled; also requisitions for 
cavalry horses to mount recruits and remount men whose horses have 
been killed in service-or by an epidemic which broke out in the summer. 

I had the honor to make a brief statement of my force in my letter of 
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September 24, and to request re-enforcements of infantry to be sent if 
it was expected of me to go into active service during the cool weather 
now rapidly approaching. Further reflection on this subject has con- 
vinced me of the propriety of my request, and especially as regards new 
regiments, and I beg leave to reurge this matter and to further say that, 
even if it is not intended that I should make any decided movemen t, 
this place presents very great facilities as a camp of instruction for a 
very large body of troops and would be more available for operations 
on the flank of the enemy should that be rendered necessary by their 
retreat from Richmond or from any other cause. Evenif thirty or forty 
new regiments be sent I will devote my personal time to drilling and 
perfecting them in their duties. I have several old colonels who are 
abundantly able to assist me in training the regiments in battalion and 
brigade movements. 

I take measures to be fully informed through deserters, spies, &c., of 
the enemy’s strength, preparations for defense, and movements in this 
department. 

Between this point and Raleigh there are about 8,000 men, princi- 
pally infantry, two regiments of cavalry, and a small force of light 
artillery. In the country between the Tar and Roanoke Rivers there 
is a movable force of about 3,000 men, threatening Washington and 
Plymouth, and fearing to attack either. 

My informant says that a permanent guard of one regiment is kept 
at Weldon Bridge; but there are other supporting bodies that could 
be concentrated to the amount of 5,000 or 10,000 men before I could 
reach there. ‘This, of course, is independent of any force that might be 
sent from Richmond or Petersburg. 

At Wilmington and in the defenses at the mouth of the Cape Fear 
River are about 3,000 men. The extent and strength of the defenses 
at the mouth of the Cape Fear have been largely increased of late. On 
Federal Point, north of New Inlet, a long line of batteries has been 
erected, inclosing in their limits the light-house and terminating beyond 
in a large and strong work called Fort Fisher. The number of guns 
mounted are thirty-six, several of which are of so great caliber as to 
throw shot farther than any guns carried by the present blockading 
squadron. The force of the fort is now actively engaged in erecting 
a large bomb-proof casemate battery of six heavy guns. Across New 
Inlet is Turk’s Island, on which there is a battery of six guns. At the 
mouth of the Cape Fear River, Fort Caswell has been strengthened, but 
to what extent I am unable to say; the sand-hills, however, within 
range of its guns, have been leveled, so as to afford no shelter. 

Fort Johnston consists of, in addition to the original block-house, a 
battery of at least three guns. Ascending the river the defenses are, 
first, Fort Saint Philip, at Old Brunswick, mounting nine guns, bearing 
on the river—open gorge. On the eastside are three batteries: Virst, 
Lazaretto Battery, mounting three guns; second, Fort French, a bomb- 
proof, mounting three guns; third, Fort Ellis, mounting seven guns. 
The first battery is about 7 miles from Wilmington; the second is 
within 500 yards of the first, and the third 35 miles from the first, and 
are all open gorge. There are also small batteries protecting the roads 
to Masonborough Inlet. 

Epaulements for the purpose of sheltering field pieces are thrown up 
at intervals from Fort Fisher to Masonborough Inlet. The pieces 
usually sent on the beach are two heavy breech-loading English rifled 
guns, saved from the wreck of the Moderp Greece. I have late infor- 
mation that Masonborough Inlet is extensively used by light-draught 
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vessels in running the blockade. At last dates there were there forty- 
three light schooners. I have informed the naval commanders of that 
fact. There are also some salt-works at that place and on the adjoining 
waters. The distance is too great for an expedition from here, unless the 
same expedition were to attack Wilmington itself. I have destroyed 
all the salt-works within reach of me, as per previous report. 

I am advancing the defenses of this town, and they are now strong 
enough to require a siege to take, I think. The defenses of Washing- 
ton, which were not mounted or garrisoned at the time of the recent 
attack, are now both, and are sufficiently strong to offer very great re- 
sistance to an attempt at a coup demain. 

I am erecting block-houses at all the lesser exposed points on the 
line of the railroad, &c. Many are finished and the rest are progress- 
ing well. 

I omitted to mention, in speaking of Wilmington, that yellow fever 
has broken out there and bids fair to become an epidemic. The in- 
habitants have fled the town; the telegraph office is closed, and all work 
on the iron-clad gunboats now building there is suspended. Concern- 
ing these gunboats I have some information which I deem accurate, and 
which I will give in brief as you may desire to communicate the same to 
the Navy Department: They are 150 feet in length, 35 or 40 feet beam, 
and will draw some 14 feet water. They are simply intended for river 
defense and are not designed to cross the bar. The engines are from 
the Modern Greece and the Uncle Ben. They are not yet set in. Five 
weeks’ work will be necessary to finish the first and three months for 
the second. They are to be plated with railroad iron and built after 
the pattern of the Merrimac No. 1. 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General. 


; SUFFOLK, October 5, 1862. 
General Dix: 

Although I supposed the 9th would be the day, yet I felt anxious 
about matters in the direction of Franklin; the more so as the enemy 
was advancing his picket iine some 4 or 5 miles from the river; hence 
I sent Spear for information upon which to base action. He was at 
Franklin from an early hour till after midnight. Longer delay under 
the circumstances would have been risky. My information about the 
obstructions led me to doubt their ability to co-operate. Sent a party 
to the South Quay region last night to return via Wianoke and Somer- 
ton with information of the boats; will aid if possible. We have acted 
in good faith, and, as you remark, no blame can attach to us. I shall 
strive to reflect your views, and trust my efforts will command your 
approval. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, October 5, 1862. 
General JoHN A. Dix, U.S. A.,, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 
GENERAL: I regret to have to inform you of a violation of the block- 
ade by the schooner Caspar Heft, chartered on the 1st instant by Cattell 
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& Moore, to take a load of shingles from Suffolk to Philadelphia, and. 
with a permit, dated October 1, from General Viele’s assistant adjutant- 
general, the provost-marshal of Norfolk, to Cattell & Moore to send this 
schooner to Suffolk to load with shingles. Lieutenant Babcock, of the 
Morse, reports that this schooner is in ballast and that her master in- 
formed him that these shingles are for a private speculation and not for 
the army or navy. I had the honor to read to you my instructions 
from the Department on this subject and to communicate to you the 
substance of them on the 22d ultimo. Under these instructions I can- 
not recognize this permit or allow this trade. 
I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., October 6, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe: 


GENERAL: Your communications of the 27th and 29th ultimo in re- 
gard to trade with Norfolk have been submitted to the Secretary of 
War, and I am directed to reply that trade with that post is under the 
general control of the Secretary of the Treasury. Nevertheless, as 
commanding officer of the department, you have full authority to com- 
pel all vessels to report to you for inspection, and to take such other 
measures aS may be necessary to prevent frauds. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., October 6, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. JoHn A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va. :. 

GENERAL: Your communication to me of the 1st instant, and its in- 
closure, with my reply in copy, were referred to the honorable Secretary 
of the Navy. In reply thereto the Department writes that my decis- 
ion in the matter is correct and in conformity with instructions and 
the law of blockade; that there must be no traffic—no return cargo; 
that supplies may be conveyed to the troops but not to the people of 
Norfolk and Virginia. 

I respectfully request your aid in your department in putting a stop 
to all further attempts to violate the blockade and the instructions of 
the Department, which I have had the honor to communicate to you. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
Sb. UE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HperRs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., October 6, 1862. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE, : 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 
ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of this date, and to say in reply that I shall do all in my 
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power hereafter, as I have heretofore, to aid you in preventing any 


commercial intercourse with Norfolk except such as is permitted by _ 


the Secretary of the Treasury under special permits granted in con- 
formity to the printed regulations concerning internal and coastwise 
intercourse, of which I sent you a copy. I have not, since L received 
those regulations, granted permission to any vessel or any merchandise 
to leave this post for Norfolk except in compliance with them. | 

The terms of instructions quoted by you as having been received by 
the Navy Department are so broad that I desire in order to understand 
the interpretation you put on them to make a few inquiries for my own 
guidance. They state that ‘supplies may be conveyed to the troops 
but not to the people of Norfolk.” 

Do you understand this declaration to include supplies of merchan- 
dise cleared for Norfolk under the regulations referred to and intended 
for the people and not for the troops ? 

The instructions also declare “ that there must be no traffic—no re- 
turn cargo.” Do you understand that you are to prevent the traffic 
carried on under special permits from the Secretary of the Treasury 
and in conformity to the regulations? 

The Marblehead was allowed to return from Norfolk with a cargo 
under a permit and under a rule prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. If another vessel with a ‘return cargo” should, under this 
rule, be cleared for a Northern port by a permit from the commander of 
the military department, would you consider it your duty to stop her 
under your instructions from the Navy Department? 


If, under your instructions, “no traffic” is allowed, what ‘‘trade” in _ 


or shipments of cotton or other merchandise, conducted in pursuance of 
said regulations, are referred to and authorized by the order of the 
etl of the Navy, page 8 of the pamphlet edition of the regula- 
tions 

A gentleman has exhibited to me a permit from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, on the certificate and request of the Secretary of War, to 
carry a large quantity of supplies to the people of Norfolk. Among 
other items are 2,000 tons of coal, of which only 160 tons have been de- 
livered. Do you consider your instructions as requiring you to stop 
the remaining 1,840 tons of coal and the other supplies enumerated in 
the permit? 

I make these inquiries not only because I desire to understand your 
own views distinctly, but because the instructions you have received, 
if taken literally, seem to me to be inconsistent and in conflict with the 
regulations which both the War and Navy Departments have sane- 
tioned. In a word, I do not see how any traffic should be provided for 
and regulated if ‘‘no traffic” is allowed. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Hpqrs. DEPT. OF ViRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 


Fort Monroe, Va., October 8, 1862. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War: 


Sir: The condition of the people of Norfolk and Portsmouth. is such 
as to demand the immediate and decisive action of the Government. 
It is fully set forth in my letter to you of the 4th September and in my 
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letter to Major-General Halleck of the 27th. There is this difference, 
however, that their sufferings for want of the necessaries of life are con- 
stantly and rapidly increasing. <A fortnight ago flour was $16 a barrel : 
it is now $25. We have shut them out from the sources of supply both 
North and South. 

The Treasury Department, on the 28th of August last, prescribed 
“Regulations concerning commercial intercourse with insurrectionary 
States and sections.” The Secretaries of War and Navy by separate 
orders called on the officers of the Army and Navy to respect and carry 
out these regulations. On the other hand the Secretary of the Navy, 
notwithstanding this direction to naval officers, has instructed Admiral 
Lee to allow no traffic whatever. 

It is not impossible that this conflict in the Secretary’s own orders 
has arisen from the construction given by him to regulation 3, which 
forbids any “clearance or permit whatsoever to any port, place, or sec- 
tion affected by the existing blockade except for military purposes.” If 
it be so, he is in conflict with the Secretary of the Treasury and the Sec- 
retary of War, who are jointly (the former at the request of the latter) 
granting such permits for traffic with Norfolk, though to an extent too 
limited to meet the wants of the people. 

I desire, in the first place, to suggest that Norfolk and Portsmouth 
are not blockaded ports; that they lack the fundamental condition of 
a blockade—hostile possession. That this is the view taken by the 
Treasury and War Departments I cannot doubt, for they would other- 
wise have been restrained by regulation 3 from granting any permits 
or clearances. The fact that they are granting such permits and clear- 
ances shows conclusively that they do not regard them as blockaded. 
The laws of blockade, therefore, have no application to them. I have 
insisted uniformly that it is a case of military occupation, and that 
those places are governed by the commander of the military forces 
under the laws of war; that it is his province to allow so much com- 
mercial intercourse as is necessary for the comfort of the troops and of 
the inhabitants, subject to such restrictions as the Government should 
think preper to impose on him, and that neutral nations can raise no 
question in regard to such intercourse under the laws of blockade. 

The Secretary of the Navy has also instructed Admiral Lee to allow 
no return cargo to be cleared from Norfolk in the vessels sent there 
with supplies for the people. These instructions are also in direct con- 
flict with those of the Secretary of the Treasury. On application to 
the latter a few days since he authorized the schooner Marblehead to 
be cleared from Norfolk with a cargo of staves and headings, and in 
the same paper the right to the military commander to clear vessels on 
the return voyage was distinctly recognized and conceded. It is re- 
spectfully submitted that any other rule would be a mockery. The 
inhabitants of Norfolk and Portsmouth have no money—nothing, at all 
events, which importers from the loyal States will take—and a denial of 
the privilege of giving in exchange and sending away the products of 
their own labor is equivalent to a denial of all supplies. I therefore 
respectfully ask the decision of the Government on the following points: 

1st. Is Norfolk a blockaded port, or is it a place held by military 
occupation and governed by the laws of war? - 

2d. Is it not open to the traffic provided for in the regulations of the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the 25th August? par 
3d. When supplies under the authority of the proper departments 
are sent to Norfolk is not the military commander at liberty to grant 
clearances to the vessels carrying such supplies with a return cargo of 
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the products of the labor of the inhabitants or other merchandise to 
any port in a loyal State? rar 

4th. May not the commander of the military department under the 
laws of war authorize the introduction into Norfolk of such necessaries 
of life as are required to save the inhabitants from suffering by hunger 


and cold? 


When these questions are decided I respectfully request that the - 


naval commander may receive such instructions as to prevent any con- 
flict or misunderstanding with the commander of the military forces. 
I request, further, as a matter of more pressing necessity, that such 
instructions may be given to him as to obviate the existing conflict 
with the Treasury and War Departments. , 

In the mean time I desire to apprise you that as I put on the regula- 
tions of the 28th of August, which have your sanction, a construction 
entirely different from that apparently given to them by the Secretary 
of the Navy, under which he has instructed Admiral Lee to allow no 
traffic with the people of Norfolk, I shall consider it my duty if sup- 
plies come here with your permit and that of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to allow them to go to Norfolk, notwithstanding the seemingly con- 
flicting instructions referred to from the Secretary of the Navy. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., October 8, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt yesterday 
of your communication dated the 6th instant. 

{ see no difficulty in executing my instructions from the Navy Depart- 
ment (the substance of which I have communicated to you under dates 
of September 18 and 23 and October 4) in connection with the printed 
regulations to which you refer. 

Permits given by the Secretaries of the Treasury, War, or Navy will 
be respected, but not if given by any other officer. 

No vessel will be allowed to pass the guard vessel with merchandise 
until her permit and manifest have been examined by me—in my ab- 
sence, by the senior officer—and found to be duly authorized. A vessel 
attempting to pass under an unauthorized permit will be seized and 
the facts reported to the Navy Department. 

Vessels with army supplies will be passed under a certificate from 
headquarters that they contain only army supplies and no merchandise; 
this certificate to be left with the guard vessel. 

In either case the papers justifying admission will be forwarded to the 
Navy Department. 

By my communication to you of October 6 you were informed that 
the Navy Department, after seeing a copy of your letter dated October 
1, and of its inclosed copy of Secretary Chase’s letter of September 27 
to Mr. B. H. Cutting, decided that the Marblehead was not authorized 
to take a return cargo. The report made to me from the guard vessel, 
whose commander has since been detached from the squadron, was that 
the Marblehead passed out in ballast. Iam now surprised to learn from 
your letter of October 6 that this vessel “was allowed to return from 
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Norfolk with a cargo, under a permit and under a rule prescribed by 
_ the Secretary of the Treasury.” 

t know not who gave such a permit. Neither it, nor a rule for it, can 

_be found in the above-mentioned copy of Secretary Chase’s letter to Mr. 

Cutting. The proceeding was a manifest violation of the blockade; it 
is my duty to state the facts to the Department. 

I beg leave to suggest that the War or Treasury Department can best 

explain any part of the printed instructions not distinct to you. Per- 

_ haps embarrassment arises from considering that the port of Norfolk, 

the blockade of which has never been raised by proclamation of the 

President, is to be regarded as on the same footing as the ports of Beau- 

fort and New Orleans. 
i have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HpaQrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
3 Fort Monroe, Va., October 9, 1862. 
_ Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 8th instant. in reply to mine of the 7th, and am 
happy to know that the instructions of the Secretary of the Navy, de- 
claring that “no traffic” should be permitted with Norfolk, is not con- 
sidered as interfering with traffic by permits given under the regulations 
concerning coastwise intercourse, Xe. 

- In regard to the schooner Marblehead the permit to pass was given 
at Norfolk in the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury of the 27th of 
September, written in reply to one from Mr. Cutting asking a clear- 
ance for the vessel and a return cargo, as was stated by him, although 
the return cargo is not mentioned in the Secretary’s answer. I have 
sent to Washington to ascertain whether it was mentioned in Mr. Cut- 
ting’s letter which the Secretary acknowledges. 

The Marblehead was cleared before any notice of the view taken by 
the Secretary of the Navy wasreceived. Why she was reported to you 
as cleared in ballast 1 cannot imagine. 

I have brought the whole subject of traffic with Norfolk before the 
Government and trust that it will be disposed of in some satisfactory 
mode. Among other questions I have specifically referred to is that of 
return cargoes. In the mean time I shall act in strict conformity to 
the regulations. 

I have just learned that a permit was granted yesterday in my ab- 
sence, at the request of General Viele, to a schooner laden with coal and 
lumber for Norfolk, and that the captain of the guard boat after allow- 
ing her to pass sent to Norfolk to recall her. I have directed that 
she be sent back as he requests. I have not seen her papers, but be- 
lieve that the permit was improperly granted by Captain Millward. 
The schooner came here with a regular clearance for Norfolk, as I am 
informed, but the permit of the Secretary of the Treasury was wanting. 
I shall see that there is no recurrence of this irregularity. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


P. S.—I have, on reflection, thought best to notice briefly the sug- 
gestion in your letter ‘that the War or Treasury Departments can best 
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explain any part of the printed ‘instructions not distinct to me.” I be- 
-Jieve I havea perfectly distinct understanding of them. The questions 
I proposed to you were made for the purpose of ascertaining how you 
understood them, with a sincere desire to obviate all misunderstanding 


between us in carrying them out, and if we disagreed to ask the de-— 


cision of the proper authority. 
The grounds I have taken with the Government are briefly these : 


1st. That Norfolk is not a blockaded port; that it lacks the funda- 


mental condition of a blockade—hostile possession. 

od. That if it were a blockaded port the traffic allowed under the 
regulations concerning coastwise intercourse is in violation of the laws 
of blockade recognized by civilized States. No nation can shut out 
neutrals from intercourse with a blockaded port and allow intercourse 
with it to its own people. 

3d. That Norfolk not being a hostile possession, but held as a mili- 
tary occupation, we are free to allow so much traffic as is necessary for 
military purposes and to prevent those whom we have subjected to our 
power from suffering by hunger or cold—a duty dictated by the com- 
monest principles of humanity, and that it is on those conditions only 
that the traffic allowed under the regulations can be justified. 

I do not state these views with the desire or expectation of influ- 
encing your own, but to advise you frankly of the grounds I have taken. 
I deem this frankness due to the relations between us. 

I have instructed the provost-marshal at Norfolk to issue no permits 
for vessels with return cargoes or to vessels desirous of exporting do- 
ve or other products until the decision of the Government is 

nown. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, October 10, 1862. 
General JoHN A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 
GENERAL: The steamer John A. Warner passed up this morning 
under a flag of truce and in charge of an army officer, who was recog- 
nized by the boarding officer from this ship. I will feel obliged to you if 
the officers in charge of steamers on this duty would exhibit written 
authority to me from your headquarters, as they generally do. 
Very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, October 10, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U. S. A,, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt to-night of 
your communication of the 9th instant. 


The words “no traffic,” to which you refer, related to such unauthor- — 


ized traffic as in the case in hand—that of the schooner Marblehead— 
but did not revoke my previous instructions to respect the permits of 
the Treasury, War, and Navy Departments. I have seen but one duly- 
authorized permit, viz, that given by the War Department, at the in- 
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stance of the Peruvian minister, to the agents of the Peruvian Govern- 
ment to reship from Norfolk the guano belonging to that Government, 
-which permit was immediately respected by me. If Mr. Cutting applied 
for, and the Treasury Department did not give him, a permit to take 
a return cargo in the Marblehead, it was a virtual refusal of such a 
permit by that Department instead of being a permit to take a return 
cargo as construed and carried out by General Viele. The Secretary of 
the Treasury only ruled that the Marblehead—the vessel only—might 
be “cleared” (have permission to sail), not with a cargo, and did not, I 
respectfully submit, authorize her being cleared, as she was, with a 
return cargo, under a military permit purporting to be based on a rule 
of the Treasury Department, which cannot be construed from the copy 
you sent me of Mr. Chase’s letter to Mr. Cutting of September 27. 
This military permit for a return cargo was, I beg leave to remind you, 
in conflict with my instructions from the Navy Department, which 1 
had the honor to communicate to you on the 23d-24th of September, 
Six days previous to the sailing of the Marblehead. 

It appears that the schooner Conrad Fox, which you say came to 
Fortress Monroe loaded with coal and lumber for Norfolk, did not, as you 
were informed, come to Fortress Monroe “ with a regular clearance for 

» Norfolk.” The captain of this schooner informed Captain Case to-day that 
he has no clearance or manifest, as there was no custom-house at Havre 
de Grace to issue them. Besides her enrollment and license for coast- 
ing trade she has nothing but a bill of lading, dated Havre de Grace, 
September 27, 1862, for 85 tons of coal and 5,000 feet of cullings, to 
be delivered to Kimberly & Bros., at Norfolk, Va. On the back of this 


bill of lading are the following indorsements: 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Norfolk, Va., October 8, 1862. 


Permission is hereby given to Messrs. Kimberly & Bros. to receive from Fortress 


Monroe 8 tons of coal, per schooner Conrad Fox. : 
By order of Brigadier-General Viele: 
J. H. LIEBENAU, 


Assistant Adjutant-General and Provost-Marshal. 


Approved and permitted. 
JAMES MILLWARD, 
* Captain of Port, Sc. 


Lumber is included in the above permit from Norfolk. 
. EGBERT L. VIELE, 
Brigadier-General. 
Whilst the Conrad Fox had no special permit from the Treasury, War, 
or Navy Departments to trade, and not even the usual custom-house 
clearance, the military facilities shown by these indorsements were, I 
regret to find, given to her to trade here in violation of the instructions 
of the Government, which I had duly and seasonably communicated to 
you. The Conrad Fox was boarded by an officer from the Victoria 
(guard vessel), near Norfolk, on the 8th, and her papers examined and 
found informal. When this officer returned and made his report to the 
commander of the Victoria the latter immediately dispatched a boat to 
bring the Conrad Fox back, but she got to the wharf at Norfolk before 
the boat could reach her, when the provost-marshal interfered and 
claimed control of the vessel. He delivered her up on the 9th instant, 
by your order, and I am relieved by your assurance that there shall be 
é¢no recurrence of this irregularity.” I am gratified that the provost- 
marshal at Norfolk has your instructions “to issue no permits to ves- 
sels with return cargoes or to vessels desirous of exporting domestic 
or other products until the decision of the Government is known.” 
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Whilst wishing to avoid all discussion about the policy of the block- 
ade here, in my reply of the 8th to yours of the 7th instant I endeav- 
ored to meet the scope of your questions by stating what my instruc-- 
tions, which I had some time before communicated to you, required me 
to do. 

Allow me in conclusion to thank you for the frankness with which 
you have communicated to me your views, and to say that whatever 
may be the determination of the Government upon the points you 
have presented it will be my duty and effort at all times to carry out 
faithfully my instructions from the Department, and in the manner the 
most convenient to the administration of your branch of the public 
service. 

I have the honor to be, general, very ee yours, 


Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Washington, October 10, 1862. 
DEAR Horrman: I inclose a copy of a letter sent by flag of truce, 
and copy of an order issued with regard to the shooting of vedettes or 
pickets, and the paroles of two wounded prisoners sent outside the lines. 
The letter and order were in accordance with instructions from General 
Foster. 
* * * * * * * 
Yours, truly, 
EDWARD E. POTTER. 


{Inclosures. } 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Washington, N. C., October 9, 1862. 
Commanding Officer Confederate Forces nearest Washington : 

Str: I send by flag of truce, of which Captain Willson, Third New 
York Cavalry, is the bearer, Surgeon Stone and two paroled prisoners. 

By the advice and*suggestion of Major-General Foster, commanding 
the Department of North Carolina, I avail myself of this opportunity to 
inquire whether the inhuman and murderous practice of shooting pickets 
and vedettes is countenanced by the officers of the Confederate Army. 

Brigadier-General Martin in conversation with General Burnside, 
and Captain Tucker while here a few days ago as the bearer of a flag 
of truce, both denounced this custom and agreed to use their best en- 
deavors to put an end to it. Notwithstanding this agreement and these 
denunciations two of our vedettes were yesterday murdered in the most 
cold-blooded manner. 

I desire to know whether these acts are committed by the authority 
and with the approval of officers. If such outrages be not checked I 
shall be compelled to resort to retaliation of the severest character. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD E. POTTER, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS, 
No. 6. Washington, October 8, 1862. 
In order to check the inhuman and cowardly practice on the part of 
the enemy of shooting our vedettes and pickets it is hereby ordered that 
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whenever these outrages shall be committed by persons secreted near 
houses or on plantations the premises in question shall be at once laid 
waste and destroyed. 
By order of Col. Edward E. Potter, commanding post: 
' J. W. ATWILL, 
Acting Adjutant. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, October 11, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe : 

GENERAL: Iam just informed by Lieutenant-Commander Babcock, 
U.S. Navy, commanding the gunboat Morse on guard duty at Norfolk, 
that yesterday he detained the schooner Chesapeake, going into Norfolk 
for repairs, under a “permit” signed by ‘“‘ James Millward, Captain Port 
and Harbor-Master, Fortress Monroe, Va.,” and by your command. 

I respectfully suggest to you that this vessel was not going in with 
army supplies, and, as she is not known to be in distress, that it would 
be better, rather than have her pass the blockade, that she should be 
sent to Baltimore for any convenient repairs she may need. I will 
direct Lieutenant-Commander Babcock to return her papers and send 
her to you. ’ 

The boarding officers understood that, according to the arrangement 
between you and myself, the necessary certificates to pass vessels were 
to come from your headquarters and to be signed by Captain Blake, 
your assistant adjutant-general. Lieutenant-Commander Babcock had 
not, I presume, heard of the other officer or office above mentioned. 

Allow me further to suggest, in connection with the matter of repairing 
outside vessels at Norfolk, that, owing to the difficulty of getting hands 
there to repair the gunboat Barney I was obliged to send her to her 
station unfinished after a fortnight’s detention, and this notwithstand- 
ing that the United States quartermaster at Norfolk, Captain Ludlow, 
has always been very obliging, [tendering] us the facilities for repairs 
at the ship-yards in Norfolk, which are all under his control. As there 
are no facilities for repairing the United States gunboats at the Gosport 
Navy-Yard, owing to the destruction by the enemy of the work-shops, I 


’ beg that the facilities for repairs at the ship-yards under army control 


at Norfolk may be reserved as far as practicable for the use of the Navy. 


I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEH, 


Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., October 11, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. Joun A. DIX, 

: Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe: * 

GENERAL: Lieutenant-Commander Babcock, of the gunboat Morse, 
on duty at Norfolk, reports that the master of the Pioneer, mail-boat 
between Fortress Monroe and Norfolk, says that he has been in the habit 
for some time, by your permission, of carrying merchandise in consider- 
able quantities between the two places, and, as I understand, for pur- 
poses of traffic. The same officer reports to me that he is informed that 
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agents from Baltimore are in the habit of going to Norfolk in the mail- 
boat Pioneer, getting vegetables, fruit, &c., which they take to Fortress 
Monroe and ship immediately to be sold in Baltimore on private specu- 
lation. I beg that you will be so good as to inquire into this matter 
and forbid traffic on board these mail-boats, which are under your con- 
trol. You are aware that the mail-boats have not been required in pass- 


ing to leave the usual certificate at the guard vessel, because it was | 


understood that they were under good military police and would not 
therefore violate the blockade. If, however, they are engaged in trade 
the usual official certificate will be necessary as in case of vessels pass- 
ing the blockade with army supplies. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA., SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., October 11, 1862. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8S. P. LEn, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 

Srr: I have the honor to inclose the copy of Mr. Cutting’s letter on 
which the schooner Marblehead was cleared “ with her cargo” by the 
direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, a copy of whose letter you 
have. In the latter, a rule is prescribed for like cases. 

I have therefore to advise you that I shall on application clear with 
return cargoes from Norfolk vessels which go there with permits from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in conformity with the regulations con- 
cerning coastwise intercourse, &c. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., October 11, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. S. A,, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt this after- 
noon of your communication of this date, inclosing a copy of Mr. Cut- 
ting’s letter of September 27, 1862, to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

There is an inaccuracy in Mr. Cutting’s letter which requires a prompt 
correction at my hands. Mr. Cutting came on board to inquire if his 
vessel (not vessels) with lumber could pass the guard vessel. I had 
but recently assumed the command, and not being familiar with the 
state of affairs, inquired of Commander Case, captain of the fleet, for 
information about the matter, and was informed in reply that Admiral 
Goldsborough had allowed Mr. Cutting’s vessels to pass, and Com- 
mander Case said he believed Mr, Cutting was one of several firms who 
were trading here under a permit from the Secretary of the Treasury. 
It was upon this understanding of the case that I assented not to in- 
terrupt what seemed usual and proper. But it is incorrect in Mr. Cut- 
ting to assert that I “granted” him the privilege” of trading. Inever 
meant to do any such thing. 

On the 18th of September I received instructions from the Secretary 
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of the Navy, in reply to the application of the gas company, ‘that no 
traffic in shingles, cotton, or tobacco could be permitted” ‘here. I im- 
mediately sent Commander Case and Mr. Saltonstall on shore to inform 
General Viele of the Department’s answer to the gas company, and di- 
rected them to inform Messrs. Catlett & Moore and Mr. Cutting that 
tradehere was not allowed. 

Commander Case learned from the provost-marshal that Mr. Cutting 
had gone North the evening before, and the provost-marshal said he 
could not direct Commander Case where he could find Messrs. Catlett 
& Moore, but he would notify them of this order of the Department. 

The Marblehead sailed under a military permit, purporting to be 
under sanction of the Treasury Department, on the 30th of September. 

Commander Case has read and indorsed this statement. 

in reply to your notice to me “that you shall, on application, clear with | 


return cargoes from Norfolk vessels which go there with permits from 


the Secretary of the Treasury, in conformity with the regulations con- 
cerning coastwise intercourse,” &c., I have to inform you that it will be 
my duty, under my instructions, to pass any vessel into Norfolk with a 
cargo of merchandise showing me a permit therefor from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and that it will also be my duty, under instructions, to 
seize any vessel passing out of Norfolk with a cargo of merchandise 
under a perinit from you. 

In your comunication to me of the 9th instant you say: ‘‘I have 
brought the whole subject of traffic with Norfolk before the Government, 
and trust it will be disposed of in some satisfactory manner;” and you 
also say in the same communication: ‘I have instructed the provost- 
marshal at Norfolk to issue no more passes to vessels with return car- 
goes or to vessels desirous of exporting domestic or other products until 
the decision of the Government is known.” I sincerely trust, general, 
that you will adhere to this considerate course. You know my instruc- 
tions and my duty to obey them. : 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, { HDQRS. OF THE ARMY, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 290. Washington, October 11, 1862. 
* * * * * * % 
II. Brig. Gen. James H. Van Alen, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby re- 
lieved from duty at Yorktown, Va., and will report in person without 
delay to the General-in-Chief. 


By command of Major-Gencral Halleck : 
H. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpers. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., October 12, 1862. 


Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE, 
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 

ADMIRAL: Lieutenant-Commander Babcock is entirely mistaken in 
supposing that the Pioneer has been engaged by my permission 1n car- 
rying merchandise in considerable quantities between Norfolk and this 
post for purposes of traffic. The only articles allowed to goin the mail- 
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boat are sutlers’ goods for the military forces, or goods in small quan- 
tities, having the requisite permits from the Treasury Department. I 
have given the strictest orders to the captain of the port, Capt. James 
Millward, and am assured by him that they are rigidly enforced. I 
will thank you to recognize him as authorized to give permits to vessels 
and merchandise going to Norfolk with the requisite permission from 
the Treasury Department. 

T am also assured by Captain Millward that no vegetables nor fruit 
are brought here in the Pioneer and shipped direct to Baltimore to be 
sold on speculation. The only articles of that description brought here 
from Norfolk are for the use of the troops and the population in the 
vicinity of the fort. 

- Captain Millward was appointed captain of the port by Major-Gen- 
eral Wool before the capture of Norfolk. His duty is to board all ves- 
sels coming here or departing, and to supervise generally all that is 
done in the harbor. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., October 15, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. Drx, U. 8. A.,, 
Commanding Seventh Army Oorps, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that a guard steamer has 
been stationed at a convenient distance from Fortress Monroe for the 
purpose of enforcing the blockade. 

I would respectfully request you to cause the masters of all vessels 
in the employ of the army to leave a certificate on board of her’ similar 
to that left on board the guard steamer at Norfolk by vessels so em- 
ployed. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
se A sated PO 
Acty. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., October 15, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN A. Dix, U.S. A,, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 6th instant, making certain specific in- 
inquiries relative to my interpretation of and proposed course of con- 
duct under my blockading instructions from the Department, was, with 
my reply thereto of the 8th, submitted to the Navy Department for its 
decision. ° 

The Department approves of my letter of the 8th instant to you of 
ny course in regard to traffic and the ingress and egress of vessels as 
correct and in conformity with my instructions and duty, and instructs 
that ee the blockade is raised or modified it must be strictly main- 
tained. 
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The honorable Secretary of the Navy says: 


That there is distress in Norfolk and the whole insurrectionary region I doubt not. 


The object of the blockade is to destroy their traffic while in rebellion. The relief is 


in the hands of the people who have only to be loyal to be relieved. The case is 
not one of sympathy but of duty. ; 


The honorable Secretary, under date of October 13, also says: 


The rule which General Dix applies to Norfolk, denying that it is a blockaded port, 
would exempt any port and the whole coast, with the exception of Wilmington and 
Charleston, from blockade, for all are held by military occupation, 


I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
\ Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
October 16, 1862. 
The Hon. SECRETaRY OF WAR: 


Str: Ihave the honor to transmit herewith, for your information 
and such action as you may think necessary, copy of a letter this day 
received from Maj. R. W. Shenk, of the One hundred and thirty-fifth 
Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, relative to abuses of flag of truce 


_ boats on the James River. 


With great respect, 
n.. 2. CHASE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


[Inclosure. ] 


On BOARD STEAMER KENNEBEC, 
Annapolis Bay, October 15, 1862. 


Hon. SALMON P. CHASE, 
Secretary of the Treasury: : 


DAR Sir: I respectfully call your attention to certain facts which 
have come to my notice, and which as an officer of the United States 
Government I feel my duty to make known to you. Flags-of-truce 
boats are now and have been to a great extent used, in addition to their 
lawful mission, to pass contraband goods and other articles through 
the lines at Aiken’s Landing on James River. I predicate my belief 
upon this: First, a trunk was placed on board of the John A. Warner, 
purporting to pass upon the permission of a lady going South and 
placed by accident on board of said boat, then under my command. 
Upon examination I found no single article of woman’s apparel, but 
cloths, quinine, mathematical instruments, a large quantity of silk, 
thread, needles, &c. I retained and will turn it over to the proper 
authorities at Washington on my return. Second: I was approached 
at the landing by a certain Col. Blanton Duncan, of Kentucky, now 
engraver of the notes of the Confederate Treasury, who desired me to 
enter into arrangements to pass goods suitable to his business and other 
avocations from the boat through the lines, and mentioned in connec- 
tion the assistance of a prominent officer of the rebel Government. 
Dunean assured me that he had such arrangements with officers con- 
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nected with flag-of-truce boats, and mentioned a firm in Washington 
where the articles could be supplied; also giving me a list of them. 

No doubt many other violations could be discovered if ordinary 
watchfulness were instituted. I write the above in order, if the Depart- 
ment desires, to take some action to prevent the same. I have had 
charge of flag-of-truce boats during the past two weeks, and return to 
Aiken’s Landing to-morrow morning, and if any new evidence comes 
to my notice the same will be promptly made known to you. I return 
to Washington on the 20th instant. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rk. W. SHENK, 
Major, One hundred and thirty-fifth Pa. Vols., Comdg. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
October 16, 1862. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: Admiral Lee, commanding the North Atlantic Blockading Squad- 
ron, informs the Department that considerable quantities of merchan- 
dise are carried in the mail steamers which pass daily between Fortress 
Monroe and Baltimore and between Fortress Monroe and Norfolk. Un- 
less some measures are adopted to prevent it the practice will lead to 
difficulty, for while the blockade continues Admiral Lee has no alterna- 
tive but to enforce it in good-faith. He suggests that— 


It would be a partial remedy if the War Department would order Generals Wool 
and Dix not to allow any merchandise or articles for traffic to be shipped on these 
niail steamers plying between Fortress Monroe and Norfolk and between Fortress Mon- 
roeand Baltimore ; it would be an effectual remedy and a more natural state of things 
if these steamboats were under navy control. 


I would respectfully recommend that the recommendations of Admiral 
Lee in regard to orders to Generals Wool and Dix be given by the War 
Department. 

Very respectfully, 
GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, D.«0., October 17, 1862. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary-of the Navy: 

Str: The Secretary of War directs me to acknowledge the receipt of 
your communication of the 16th instant relative to the report of Admiral 
Lee, commanding, the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, that mer- 
chandise is daily transported in the mail steamers between Fortress 
Monroe and Baltimore and between Fortress Monroe and Norfolk, and 
suggesting orders for .a more stringent enforcement of the blockade. 
In reply | am instructed to inform you that copies of your communica- 
tion have been transmitted to Major-Generals Dix and Wool for their 
information. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
P. H. WATSON, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


| 
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Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY Corps, 


ee Fort Monroe, Va., October 18, 1862. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. Lez, 


Commanding North Atiantic Blockading Squadron: 


Ste: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on my return from 
Washington, of your three communications, one of the 11th and the other 


two of the 15th instant. 


In regard to permits for vessels with return cargoes from Norfolk, I 


_ do not see how I can properly refuse to grant one if application is made 


to me under the decision of the Secretary of the Treasury. If you deem 
it your duty under the instructions of the Secretary of the Navy to seize 
a vessel having such a permit I can have no possible objection. It isa 
conflict between two Departments of the Government, for which neither 
of us is responsible. I trust, however, that no such case will arise until 
some proper disposition is made of the whole subject. But individuals 
have rights which I am bound to respect, and if any one brings himself 
clearly within the class of cases disposed of by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, who has the general regulation of commerce, I cannot put 
him off because the Secretary of the Navy takes a view of the question 
of blockade which I conceive to be at variance with all the received rules 
of international law. I had the honor to reply personally to the argu- 
ments quoted from one of his letters to you in your communication of 
the 15th. 

The instructions you have given to the commander of the gunboat 
stationed under the guns of this fort are embarrassing the public service 
exceedingly. A vessel laden with coal and lumber, purchased by the 
ordnance officer for public use, was stopped yesterday and detained the 
whole day for certificates, greatly to my annoyance. 

Vessels cleared to this post, unless it is regarded as a blockaded port, 
ought not to be detained; and I believe such an interference with the 
military administration of this command to be entirely without prece- 
dent. It certainly was so under your two predecessors, and I consider 
it altogether inconsistent with the comity due from one service to the 
other. If you deem it your duty, under the instructions of the Secretary 
of the Navy, to place a gunboat under the guns of this fort, the head- 
quarters of a military department, and subject it to all the restrictions 
of an enemy’s port in order to enforce the blockade, I shall bring the 
matter before the Government without delay. If you do not, then I 
respectfully request that the gunboat may be anchored above the fort, 
and that commercial intercourse with this post may be left, as it always 
has been heretofore, under the control of the Treasury Department and 
the military authorities. All vessels coming here are boarded and their 
papers and cargoes examined by the officers of the revenue cutter, and 
they are visited again by the captain of the port, to whom they are re- 
quired to report on shore and who also examines their papers. To sub- 
ject them to a third visitation appears to me to be superfluous and a 
needless vexation. I state these facts not as having any bearing on the 
graver objections I have made to the system of visitation at this post, 
but to show that it is called for by no considerations of public necessity. 

The sloop A. C. Broderick was cleared from this post for Baltimore 
with 51 bushels of wheat, 19 bides, 100 pounds rags, 2,000 pounds of 
iron, and 160 bushels of oysters, and has been stopped by your gunboat. 
Uniess you regard Fort Monroe as blockaded I respectfully submit that 
there is nothing in the instructions of the Navy Department whieh you 
communicated to me to warrant the detention of this vessel. The prop- 


« 


LJ 
t 


43? NORTH CAROLINA AND §. E. VIRGINIA [Cuar. XXX, 


erty belongs to persons within our lines, and as the military commander 
here I claim the right to clear vessels to any port in a loyal State, sub- 
ject to the usual custom-house inspection. I respectfully ask if you con- 
sider this post as blockaded, and if not I will thank you to furnish me 
with a copy of the instructions under which the detention is made that 
I may make a proper representation to the Government. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ee: 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., October 18, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 

GENERAL: Lieutenant-Commander Babcock, commanding guard ves- 
sel below Norfolk, reports that he has, under his instructions, detained 
the schooner Elizabeth English, as, excepting her enrollment and license, 
she had only a bill of lading, showing that she contained 330 tons of 
coal purporting to be shipped by the United States War Department at 
Philadelphia on the 2d instant, and signed David English, who or whose 
office is not known here. 

The master of the army tug which was towing the schooner up in- 
formed the commanding officer of the guard vessel that he asked the 
assistant quartermaster and provost-marshal at Fortress Monroe for 
the usual certificates (viz, that the vessel is in the employ of the army 
and has only supplies for the army on board), and that they told him 
he did not want any such a certificate and should not have any. 

If the Elizabeth English is in the employment of the army, and has 
supplies for the army only on board, I will thank you to have the usual 
and proper certificate to that effect sent to Lieutenant-Commander Bab- 
cock for me. If she is not in the employment of the army, and her 
cargo is not exclusively for the use of the army, you would oblige me 
by letting me know it. I beg to observe that no inconvenience will 
be experienced by your department if the usual and proper certificate 
is always sent with the vessel having army supplies on board. 

The commanding officer of the guard vessel below Norfolk also re- 
ports to me that he has vainly endeavored to obtain from some of the 
steam-tugs passing to and fro between Fortress Monroe and Norfolk 
such a certificate as would show that they are in the employment of the 
army and are only so employed. This was according to the under- 
standing between us, as shown by my communication to you of Sep- 
tember 18 and your reply of September 19. I respectfully request that 
you will now favor me with a list of the names of all the steam-tugs in 
the employment of the army plying between Fort Monroe and Nor- 
folk, so that when once known to the guard vessel in the Elizabeth 
River there may be no difficulty about their passing afterward without 
stopping, provided they are not towing vessels, especially such as are 
not in the employment of the army and whose cargoes are not duly 
certified. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEH, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral Comdg. N. Atlantic Blocking Squadron. 

P. 8.—The commanding officer of the gunboat Wyandotte, on guard 

duty off Fort Monroe, reports that he yesterday detained the schooner 
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John Francis, loaded with merchandise and articles for traffic.’ The 
John Francis was bound from Fort Monroe to Yorktown under a per- 
mit signed, by your command, by Captain Millward, of the army. Her 
manifest, written in a large folio book, consists of miscellaneous mer- 
chandise, owned by B. I’. Voorhees (name not legibly written). This 
afternoon a certificate was brought to me signed, by your command, by 
Captain Millward, saying that this cargo of goods (not army supplies) is 
solely for the use of the Sixth | Fourth ?] Army Corps, under the command 
of Maj. Gen. EK. D. Keyes, at Yorktown. The bearer of this certificate 
states that Mr. Voorhees, who swears in the manifest that he is the 
owner of the cargo, is not a sutler in the army but a general trader at 
Fort Monroe. 

The certificate does not state, as is usual, that this vessel is in the 
employ of the army and has only supplies for the army on board. I 
am not informed that Mr. Voorhees has a permit to trade from either 
the Treasury, War, or Navy Departments. I decline under the circum- 
stances to accept the certificate as sufficient to justify this vessel pass- 
ing the blockade with her cargo of goods. 

I have reported the facts to the Navy Department. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE. 


WASHINGTON, October 18, 1862—10.25 a. m. 
Major-General Dix: 


It was resolved in Cabinet yesterday that the Norfolk trade should 
be placed under your personal direction, in the manner proposed when 
you were here. 

Clearances for which you ask admission into the port will be granted 
by the Treasury Department, and all exports permitted by you will be 
allowed by the Navy to pass. Your own attention personally is: re- 
quested _and your own signature to permits required. 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP PHILADELPHIA, 
Hampton Roads, Va., October 20, 1862. 


Maj..Gen. JoHN A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Oorps, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munications of the 18th and 19th instant. In regard to permits for 
vessels with return cargoes from Norfolk you are aware that the de- 
cision of the Navy Department is adverse to your making any such 
clearance. I do not know of any conflicting decision of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. The North Atlantic blockade extends from the Pian- 
katank River, on the western shore of Virginia, to the coast of South 
Carolina, excepting the harbor of Beaufort, the blockade of which has 
been raised by proclamation of the President. Within these limits I am 
required to maintain a strict blockade and to prevent all traffic, except 
under a permit from the Secretary of the Treasury, War, or Navy. 

My instructions to the gunboat off Fort Monroe are only to carry out 
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— eigt 
r that purpose. Fort M nas never been declared a po! 
it is situated within the blockaded region, and all vessels in the empl 
ment of the army with only army or supplies of any kind or pub 
_-property on board pass freely and frequently not only to Fort Monroe ~ 
‘put to all other points here in the occupation of the army, on a cer-_ 
 tifieate from your headquarters; or, in case of a vessel coming from a 
- Northern port, on a certificate from the United States quartermaster 
there, stating, in a very few words, that such is the character of the _ 
ss -vegsel and cargo. It is impossible therefore that the public service — 
should thereby be embarrassed exceedingly, or at all; but the contrary 
is the case—the public service is benefited to the extent that supplies — 
are thus kept out of the insurrectionary region. . 
You say: “ A vessel laden with coal and lumber, purchased by the 
; ordnance officer for public use, was stopped yesterday and detained the 
_ whole day, greatly to my annoyance.” You refer doubtless to the Con- 
rad Fox, which had violated the blockade, got to Norfolk without a = 
permit from either the Treasury, War, or Navy Departments, but under 
an unauthorized permit from army officers (which I am expressly ordered 
not to respect), and with a cargo of coal and lumber brought from Havre 
de Grace without any clearance, for Kimberly & Bros., traders at Nor- 
folk. The Navy Department released this vessel on the ground that | 
‘she aeted on supposed authority, but forbade her to land or receive 
cargo. To prevent any further violation of the blockade by her she 
was towed just outside the lower gunboat and released to go where 
she pleased outside the blockade, but the Conrad Fox instead of going 
away anchored immediately, and your ordnance officer bought her 
cargo. As soon as the usual certificate was sent to the guard vessel, 
showing that the cargo of this vessel had now become army supplies, 
_she was permitted to pass in to unload, as I am informed by the officer 
commanding the guard vessel. If there was any delay about sending 
off the usual and necessary certificate to the gunboat it was wholly un- 
necessary, as you have already complained “ that she is stationed under 
the guns of this fort”’—the necessary situation of the men-of-war, our 
own and foreign, at anchor here—where one of your many steam-tenders 
might communicate with her in fifteen or twenty minutes. You wish me 
to remove this gunboat from her anchorage outside and below the fort to 
an anchorage inside and above the fort, that commercial intercourse may 
go on. This would be to violate my orders to maintain the blockade 
strictly until it is modified or raised ; to this end the gunboat must be 
stationed where she can conveniently intercept and board vessels, and 
when these have merchandise for traffic detain them to be reported to 
the Department, When vessels with army supplies have passed the 
blockade and are inside discharging, I see no objection to their visita- 
tion and search by both the military authorities and the revenue offi- 
cers, a8 gross irregularities may be detected and prevented by such ad- 
ditional precautions. 

Since the receipt of your communication of the 19th (although I had 
previously reported the case of the John Francis to the Department), 
informing me that her cargo of goods is sent at the request of General | 
Keyes to be sold within the fortifications at Yorktown for the use of "4 
his command there, I have directed the gunboats to let her pass. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
8S. P. LER, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 
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Hpqres. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Fort Monroe, October 21, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
. General-in- Chief: 


GENERAL: I have an arrangement with a man who has the means 


of obtaining accurate information in regard to affairsin Richmond and 
the districts lying upon the James River, the Chickahominy, and the 
Blackwater. I have no secret-service fund, but I allow him to carry 
some articles for peddling in the districts referred to and to bring back 
tobacco. He has crossed the lines without suspicion four times in his 
wagon, and will leave here in two or three days. 

The forces of the enemy in Richmond and the country on this side 
are as follows: 


At Franklin, on the Blackwater, under General French.........--..2..-.---- 4, 000 
At Zuni, on the Blackwater, under General. Pettigrew..---....-....2-.------ 5, 000 
At Wakefield, 8 miles from Zuni, under General Anderson......-....--.------ 2, 000 
At Petersburg one regiment, about... -.- Ape ane emai Aone ate tncas Jeeta. Hoan 800 
Bamburi nO (tens .pr et: ee seds Se shy is We Sao tee ea ve taglay 2 Weta 7, 000 

Between the James and Chickahominy, under General Wise, including a cav- 
MiVveresimenh just APTIVEd 460M GEOLOla!.. 2 asta coe wee. - cme sae secne sce se see 7, 000 
Between Richmond and White House two regiments, just sent there, about... 1,500 
retake Patan te peered Atauae SW hee 1d eu a La 27, 300 


From other and less reliable sources I get nearly the same result. 

My informant says there is no intention of moving down the Penin- 
sula in force until the naval armanent is complete. The Richmond 
(and the new Merrimac) has taken out her boilers, which were found 
too small, and others are in course of construction. He thinks she can- 
not be ready for a month. 

J shall be advised of any intended general movement unless my man 
falls under suspicion and is not allowed to go at large. He has a pass 
from the Government at Richmond to peddle in Henrico County. and 
has no difficulty in crossing the lines and reaching me by way of Will- 
iamsburg. : 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPS, | 
Fort Monroe, Va., October 22, 1862. 


Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. LE, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


Srm: I have the honor to inclose a dispatch received by telegraph from 
the Secretary of War.* Will you please advise me whether it has been 
communicated to you; also whether it will be considered by you as suf- 
ficient to warrant the passage of vessels from the Nansemond and 
Yorktown, with exports, under my permits? 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


* See of October 18, p. 433, 
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Hpgrs. Dept. oF VirGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., October 22, 1862. 
Hon. H. M. STaANroN, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: I received yesterday Mr. Watson’s letter of the 17th instant in- 
closing a copy of a communication of the Secretary of the Navy of the 
16th concerning the carrying of merchandise in the mail steamers ply- 
ing between, this post and Baltimore in one direction and Norfolk in the 
other. The Secretary says he is informed by Admiral Lee that consid- 
erable quantities of merchandise are carried on these steamers, and 
suggesting as a partial remedy that Generals Wool and Dix should be 
ordered not to allow any merchandise or articles for traffic to be shipped 
on these steamers, and as an effectual remedy that they should be put 
under navy control. 

If Admiral Lee intends to intimate that merchandise is illicitly carried 
on these steamers and in violation of any law, either of revenue or 
blockade, I take it upon myself to say that he is laboring under a very 
great error; that every article which is brought here from Baltimore is 
examined, and if it has not the proper custom-house permit is sent back 
or detained; that every article put on board the mail steamer for Nor- 
folk comes within one of the two classes, of supplies for the army or 
merchandise, usually in very small quantities passed regularly through 
the custom-house at Baltimore with permits for Norfolk, and if there is 
any violation of established regulations the fault is with the Treasury 


Department, and this [ will not presume. The captain of the port here 


keeps a register of every packet and its contents coming from Balti- 
more or going to Norfolk, with the name of the party receiving it, and 
everything is carefully examined. Every possible precaution is taken 
to prevent abuse, and, as I believe it can be shown, with entire success. 

The officers under my command, as well as those belonging to the 
revenue department placed here by the Secretary of the Treasury, are 
as anxious as those of the navy to arrest all illicit traffic and intercourse 
with the insurgents, and I believe they have performed, and will con- 
tinue to perform, their duty with quite as much faithfulness and efficiency. 
I see no reason on this score for putting these mail steamers under navy 
control; and on every other there are insuperable objections to such an 
arrangement. They are employed by the Quartermaster’s Department. 
Those which run between this post and Baltimore under a contract with 
that Department are specially designed to carry troops and supplies for 
the army in addition to the mails, and I see no more propriety in put- 
ting them under navy control than in placing a naval transport under 
ariny control. The Secretary of the Navy has not in his communica- 
tion approved this suggestion of Admiral Lee; but I deem it neverthe- 
less my duty to my command to state to you my objections to it. 

In regard to orders to General Wool and myself I take it for granted 
the Government does not object to the transportation by the mail 
steamers of merchandise for this post or Norfolk under the customary 
sanctions of the Treasury Department. There are several persons in 
addition to the sutler who have permission to trade with the garrison 
and with the people in this vicinity. Suchan order would compel them 
to employ a sailing vessel every time they had a small quantity of neces- 
saries to bring here. This morning some ice, flour, and other articles 
came down by the mail steamer, having gone through the regular cus- 
tom-house formalities, for our sutler, Mr. Moody; for Mr. Kimberly, who 
supplies the hospital, and some other persons. Every article is subjected 
to the most rigid scrutiny. If it is intended to interfere with the trans- 
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portation of supplies—a measure I consider entirely uncalled for and un- 
wise—the order should be addressed to the Baltimore custom-house and 
not to General Wool. It is unnecessary to state, for you know the fact, 
that there is a very considerable population outside of the fort under 
the protection of the Government, and that there are some 3,000 colored 
persons here who require their little comforts. I allow a colored man 
to go to Baltimore occasionally and bring here supplies for these peo- 
ple. All these supplies necessarily obtained in small quantities would 
be cut off if Admiral Lee’s recommendation to allow no merehandise to 
be brought by the mail boat were adopted. 

Having disposed of this matter I deem it my duty to call the atten- 
tion of the Department to what I consider an unwarrantable interfer- 
ence with my command by Admiral Lee. This will be best illustrated 
by presenting the cases in which he has detained vessels having sup- 
plies for the army or employed in services connected with it. 

Ist. Mr. J. B. Braham, a contractor for hides and fat with the commis- 
sary of subsistence at Suffolk, sent a vessel here from New York to re- 
ceive these articles, which had been accumulating for some time, with 20 
sacks of salt for their preservation. The vessel, the schooner Alexander, 
was cleared for this port at New York. The permit was approved by the 
commissary of subsistence, Major-General Peck, and myself, and the 
papers were found correct by the revenue officers. My approval was 
in these words, as will be seen by the papers: 

The duty of the Government to allow the purchaser of its property to take it away 
is so very clear that the captain of the port will give a permit to the Alexander to go 
to Suffolk to receive the hides (and with the salt—20 sacks—necessary to preserve 
them), subject to the approval of Admiral Lee. 

Strictly, I had aright to send the vessel to her destination to perform 
a service connected with my department, but out of courtesy to the 
admiral, and with a sincere desire to maintain in all things a friendly 
understanding with him, I made the permit subject to his approval. It 
was rejected; and the contractor sent the vessel back to New York, 
leaving the articles he had purchased to spoil in the hands of the Gov- 
ernment. The papers are annexed, marked A.* 

2d. The sloop A. C. Broderick was loaded at Fort Monroe with 51 
bushels of wheat, 19 hides, 100 pounds of rags, 2,000 pounds of iron, 
and 160 bushels of oysters. ‘The goods were owned by persons within 
our lines, and they were cleared, under a permit from me, for Baltimore, 
where they were to be subject to the custom-house inspection usual in 
such cases. I exercised this right as the military commander here, and 
insisted that the commander of the naval forces could not with propriety 
interfere with it. The vessel has been stopped against my remon- 
strance. She is still detained, and the oysters have been thrown over- 
board. 

There are other cases in which vesseis have been detained, and in 
several instances greatly to my annoyance, but as they have been re- 
leased I do not deem it necessary to state them. But I desire to call 
the attention of the Department to the fact that a gunboat has been 
stationed below the fort for the purpose of boarding every vessel that 
enters the Roads, when the service could be just as well performed be- 
tween this post and Newport News. It is entirely unnecessary for the 
purpose of the blockade of the James River and Nansemond, as all 
vessels coming to this post are boarded by the revenue officers who are 
on duty here and by the captain of the port. While the naval forces 
were under the command of Commodore Stringham, Adiniral Golds- 


* Not found. 


.to be reported to the Department. 
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borough, and Admiral Wilkes no such system of visitation was insti- 


tuted, and there is no reason why it should be adopted now. On the 
18th instant I called the attention of Admiral Lee to the subject in a 
letter, of which the following is an extract : ae 


Vessels cleared to this post [unless it is regarded as a blockaded port] ought not 
to be detained, and I believe such an interference with the administration of this 
command to be entirely without precedent. It certainly was so tinder your two 
predecessors, and I consider it altogether inconsistent with the comity due from one 
service to the other. If you deem it your duty, under the instructions of the Secretary 
of the Navy, to place a gunboat under the guns of this fort, the headquarters of a 
military department, and subject it to all the restrictions of an enemy’s port in order 


. to enforce the blockade, I shall bring the matter before the Government without delay. 


If you do not, then I respectfully request that the gunboat may be anchored above 
the fort, and that commercial intercourse with this post may be left, as it always has 
been heretofore, under the control of the Treasury Department and the military au- 
thorities. All vessels coming here are boarded’and their papers and cargoes exam- 
ined by the officers of the revenue cutter, and they are visited again by the captain 
of the port, to whom they are required to report on shore and who also examines their 
papers. To subject them to a third visitation appears to me to be superfluous and 
a needless vexation. I state these facts not as having any bearing on the graver ob- 
jections I have made to the system of visitation at this post, but to show that it is 
called for by no considerations of public necessity. 


To this remonstrance I have received the following reply: 


You wish me to remove the gunboat from her anchorage outside or below the fort to 
an anchorage inside and above the fort, that commercial intercourse may go on. This 
would be to violate my orders to maintain the blockade strictly until it is modified 
or raised; to this end the gunboat must be stationed where she can conveniently 
intercept and board vessels, and where these have merchandise for trafiie detain them 


In another part of this communication Admiral Lee says: 


The North Atlantic blockade extends from the Piankatank River, on the western 
shoreof Virginia, to the coast of South Carolina, excepting the harbor of Beaufort, N. 
C., the blockade of which has been raised by proclamation of the President. Within 
these limits Iam required to maintain a strict blockade and to prevent all traffic, 
except under a permit from the Secretary of the Treasury, War, or Navy. 

My instructions to the gunboat off Fort Monroe are only to carry out my orders 
from the Government, and her station is safe and convenient for that purpose. Fort 
Monroe has never been declared a port of entry; it is situated within the blockaded 


region. ; 

Irom the whole tenor of this reasoning itis manifest that the admiral 
deems it his duty to enforce the blockade against this post. Though 
within the blockaded region it is a military station, occupied by the 
sovernment forces, and lacks the essential condition of a blockade— 
hostile possession. What I insist on is that the commercial intercourse 
with it shall be carried on under the usual custom-house regulations 
and that the planting of a gunboat under the walls of the fort to ex. 
amine vessels going to it (for vessels going into the Roads can be as 


well examined higher up) is altogether unprecedented, uncalled for, 


and now practiced for the first time since the war commenced, although 
the naval forces on this station have been commanded by three of the 
most distinguished and experienced officers in the naval service. 

It is with great regret that I feel constrained to trouble you with 
these matters. I have endeavored by friendly correspondence with Ad- 
miral Lee to adjust them; and I might have rested still longer in the 
hope of success had not the communication of the Secretary of the Navy 
heen referred to me. The whole matter, however, concerns the War 
Department quite as deeply as myself, involving as it does a question 
of authority and of comity between the military and naval services, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ' 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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UNITED STATES FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 

z= | ' Hampton Roads, Va., October 25, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A. 

Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com: | 
munications of the 20th and 23d instant, inclosing lists of the thirty-five 
steamers now in the employment of the army in the Department of Vir- 

__ ginia, any of which I suppose are liable to be discharged at any time. In 
respect to those which are employed inside of Fortress Monroe their cer- 
__ tificates once left with the blockading vessel below Norfolk are sufficient; 
but in respect to those (except the mail-boats) coming from or going +o 
Baltimore or to and from the N orth, I have respectfully to request that 
_ you will have them ordered to stop at the Wyandotte, the outside guard 
vessel on blockade for Hampton Roads, &c., and leave the usual certificate 
from your headquarters or from the proper officer detailed by you for 
_. that duty, or from the quartermaster at the post whence they came, 
_ stating that the steamer in question is then in the employment of the 
_ Government and has only army supplies on board or is in ballast, as 
_. the case may be. This will occasion but a few moments’ delay and will 

prevent violations of the blockade. The guard vessel has omitted all 
steamers from her report, an irregularity which will be corrected imme- 
diately. It is obvious that my instructions can be carried out with 
fidelity, and yet without inconvenience to your branch of the public 
- service, with your co-operation. 
i I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 

8S. P. LEH, 

Actg. hear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


> 


y 


UNITED STATES STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Hampton Roads, Va., October 25, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps : 
GENERAL: I inclose a copy of a report of the 24th instant from the 
commanding officer of the United States gunboat Wyandotte, stationed 
-on blockade duty off Fortress Monroe, showing that whilst thus engaged 
inthe performance of duty her officers were, when on quarter-deck of that 
vessel, deliberately fired at several times by one of your sentinels and 
narrowly escaped being shot. Whilst I confidently expect you will con- 
sider that the magnitude of this crime calls for a prompt trial by-court- 
martial and exemplary punishment, I respectfully request to be informed 
of the course you deem it your duty to adopt that I may acquaint the 
Department thereof, in connection with my report of this grave affair. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
fon Pp LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPS, © 
Fort Monroe, Va., October 25, 1862. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. Lun, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 
‘ADMIRAL: I have received your communication of this morning, with 
a report from the commanding officer of the Wyandotte, stating that 
her officers were deliberately fired on by one of the sentinels at this 
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post. It is the first intimation I have received from any quarter of this 
extraordinary occurrence. I shall take immediate measures to bring 
the offender before a court-martial, that he may be punished in the most 
exemplary manner. I should not have waited for a request from you 
to that effect had I been aware of the occurrence before your communi- 
cation was received. * 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Hampton Roads, October 25, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 


GENERAL: I received yesterday afternoon your communication of 
October 22, inclosing a copy of a telegram to you from the honorable 
the Secretary of War, dated the 18th instant, informing you of the con-, 
clusion of the Cabinet to place the Norfolk trade under your personal 
direction in the manner proposed by you when you were in Washington. 

In reply to your inquiry I beg leave most respectfully to say that I 
have not received from the Navy Department the instructions referred 
to by the Secretary of War in his telegram of the 18th, but on the con- 
trary I have received a dispatch from the honorable the Secretary of 
the Navy, dated October 22 (four days later than the date of Secretary 
Stanton’s to you), approving of the detention of the schooner John 
Trancis, loaded with merchandise for Yorktown, with a permit from 
you. 

Under these circumstances I deem it my duty to transmit a copy of 
your letter and its inclosure to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, 
and to await the orders of the Navy Department before attempting to 
deviate from my present positive instructions. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Fort Monrog, VA., October 25, 1862. 
Hon. KE. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War: 

Admiral Lee informs me that he has no notice from the Secretary of 
the Navy of the decision of the Cabinet as to trade with Norfolk. I 
have communicated to him your dispatch of the 18th, but he has 
directions fromthe Navy Department as late as the 22d which seem to 
be in conflict with it. Lam giving permits to bring out staves and 
other articles, and the vessels are stopped by his orders. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS Disrrict oF NortH CAROLINA, 
Raleigh, October 25, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. Fosrur, U. 8. A., : : 
Comdg. Department of North Carolina, New Berne, N. O.: 
GENERAL: Your letter of the 18th instant was received a few days 


ago. I send inclosed herewith a list of men belonging to Company K, 
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_ Thirty-first Regiment North Carolina Troops, who are within your lines. 
These men were paroled on Roanoke Island, and I respectfully request 
you to send them beyond your lines. 

Lieut. Col. S. D. Pool, Tenth Regiment, will send a list of the men 
absent from his command within yourlines. I would thank you to send 
them out as promised in your letter of the 18th. 

I received on the 20th a letter written by Colonel Potter, U.S. Army, 
commanding at Washington, dated the 9th instant, asking if the “prac- 
_ tice of shooting pickets and vedettes is countenanced by officers of 

_ the Confederate Army.” He stated in that letter that “two of our 
vedettes were yesterday murdered in the most cold-blooded manner.” 
The practice of shooting pickets is not countenanced by officers of the 
Confederate States Army, but when pickets are surprised by a superior 
force and surrender demanded they are liable to be shot if they at- 
tempt to escape. I have investigated the case reported by Colonel 
Potter and find that the vedettes referred to by him were surprised 
_ and ordered three times to halt and surrender before they were fired 
on. The statement made by the Washington paper of the 11th instant 
in regard to the affair acknowledges that they were halted once, which 
should have been sufficient, considering the force. 

Iam satisfied that the conduct of a detachment of the Third New 
_ York Cavalry at Mr. Woods’, near Core Creek, was as reported to you, 
and I would be glad to know the resnlt of your investigation of the 
matter, and what has been done with the guilty parties. 

I'am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. MARTIN, 
Brigadier- General. 


P. S.— Your letter of the 22d instantis received. The onesent to the 
Governor was delivered. 


SUFFOLK, October 26, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 

Colonel Dodge reports that Longstreet has arrived at Petersburg 
with 30,000 men, which force is now occupying Waverly (7 miles from 
Wakefield), Wakefield, Berlin, and Franklin. He also reports consid- 
erable force on the Seaboard and Roanoke road, probably within 15 
miles of Fanklin. 

The railroad at Ivor has been repaired and busy for two days carry- 
ing troops. This information, save as to the numbers, agrees in the 
main with reports of deserters and contrabands whom I have examined. 
Twenty thousand troops may be there, and perhaps more. 

JOHN J. PECK, 

Major-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., October 27, 1862. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE, ; 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to inclose a copy of a report from Colonel 
Alford, the commanding officer of the post, in regard to the supposed 
firing on the gunboat lying off the fort by a sentry. 

It appears that a private belonging to the guard, but not posted as 
a sentinel, went outside of the water battery, and, in violation of posi- 
tive orders, fired his musket three times at some ducks a short distance 
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from the shore. Ihave examined the man myself, and am satisfied 
from his statement that it was an act of mere carelessness, and that it — 
did not occur to him that any one on board of the gunboat would be _ 
in danger. Indeed he says, what I have no doubt is true, that he was 
not thinking of the gunboat at all. The occurrence is very much re- 
gretted by Colonel Alford and myself, and, as you will perceive, the — 
guilty party had been imprisoned for trial by court-martial before any 
attention had been called to the transaction. : 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
JOHN A. DIX,, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Hampton Roads, October 27, 1862—8 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. Drx, U. BS. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 


GENERAL: I beg leave to refer you to the dispatch of this date from 
General Lockwood at Drummondtown, just received through your tele- 
graphic office. 

The Coast Survey chart does not show that a gunboat can approach 
Drummondtown, which the general map shows is situated about half: 
way between the bay and sea-coast. I will cheerfully send a gunboat, 
if it can get where the Belvidere is, for moral effect and to accompany 
such a detachment of troops as you may deem it proper to send to 
the assistance of General Lockwood, but I shall need instructions from 
Washington, which you or General Wool may solicit, to justify the use 
of naval force, the necessity of which I think may be obviated by such 
military measures as you have the ready means of taking. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, i 
October 27, 1862. : 


Hon. EK. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War: 
Sim: [have the honor to inelose herewith an extract from a dis- — | 
patch, dated the 24th instant, received from Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. 
Lee, commanding the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, in which 
he ventures to express his views in favor of abandoning Yorktown and 
Norfolk. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


[Inclosure.] 


’ UNITED STATES FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Chesapeake Bay, October 24, 1862. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.: 


Sin; *..* .* We occupy this unimportant and untenable position 
(Yorktown) at considerable expense. I am confirmed in my former be- 
lief that our best course would be to abandon this position after de- 
stroying all the military works at and near Yorktown, whether erected 


—— 
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_by the rebels or ourselves, which could encourage a future occupation 
_ even with field pieces by the former, especially for the purpose of an- 
_ noying the gunboats, which are sufficient to keep the blockade and po- 

lice of these waters. I would apply the same rule to all the rebel works 
_ near Norfolk, and would hold no military occupation of any place in 


this vicinity outside Fortress Monroe except such as might be necessary 
to protect our present occupation of the Gosport Navy-Yard. This 
would allow a large force, of from 20,000 to 30,000 (now scatiered and 
making, as it were, a frontier line, liable to attack in detail), to be con- 


_ centrated for the effectual prosecution of a campaign, and it would leave 


our gunboats free to move about and preserve a strict blockade instead 
of occupying positions rendered necessary only by the positions of the 
army. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 
: S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


WASHINGTON, October 28, 1862—7 p. m. 
Major-General Dix: 


The Secretary of State desires to have a personal interview with you 


respecting Norfolk trade, about which there is difficulty with the Navy 


Department, and that in the mean time you grant no more permits 
either for exports or imports. 
You will please come here at your earliest convenience, and suspend 


all permits. 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, . 
Hampton Roads, Va., October 28, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A,, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 
GENERAL: Our troops in the Sounds have at some important points no 
works, and are protected there by the vessels. In view of the threat- 
ened attack in that quarter the light-draught and heavy battery of the 
Southfield, which vessel has for some time been undergoing very slow 
repairs at Norfolk, make her services absolutely necessary in the Sounds 
at this time. I have urgently to request that you will cause all the 
force at Norfolk which can be effectually employed to be assigned to 
her, with a view to her immediate completion. 
I will thank you for an answer to this. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEH, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Hpa@rs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Fort Monroe, Va., October 29, 1862. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 
ApMIRAL: I have not thought it profitable to continue the discus- 
sion with you of the blockade at this post, as you assure me that in all 
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you have done and are doing you are carrying out the orders of the 
Navy Department. I shall therefore address what I have to say to the 
Secretary of War, that all questions arising here may be adjusted at 
Washington. 


I have endeavored to give you all the aid in my power in carrying — 


out your instructions, and shall continue to do so, for I am as anxious 


as you can possibly be to prevent illicit traffic with the States or parts — 


of States in actual insurrection against the Government of the United 
States, and I agree with you that those instructions may be carried 
out without inconvenience to the branch of the public service with 
which I am connected. rigs 

I respectfully suggest that as you have a complete list of all the 
steamers in the employ of the army here they should be allowed, to 
pass freely from this post to Norfolk, Suffolk, Yorktown, and Newport 
News. They will all be provided with certificates from the chief quar- 
termaster of the Seventh Army Corps, Lieut. Col.C. W. Thomas. The 
authentic list sent to you by me is a certificate from myself that the 
steamers named in it are actually in the employ of the army. 

It is desirable that the certificates given by Colonel Thomas should 
be retained by the captains of the steamers. If any steamer is dis- 
charged, Colonel Thomas’ certificate will be taken from the captain, and 
I will notify you immediately, in order that you may strike the steamer 
from your list. On the other hand, if any new steamer is chartered, I 
will give you the like immediate notice, that you may add it to the list. 

All steamers passing the Wyandotte and not being on your list will 
be directed to stop and exhibit their certificate. I respectfully suggest 
that the steamers on your list, of which the commander of the Wyan- 
dotte should be provided with a copy, ought not to be required to stop. 
The delay is often inconvenient, independently of all other considera- 
tions. Iam going to Washington this morning on the Metamora, on a 
summons from the Secretary of War, and it will be neither convenient 
nor consistent with my position as the commander of the department 
to be stopped by the guard boat, when the commander is aware that 
the Metamora is in the service of the army and that is the boat I use 
when I leave the post in performance of my military duties. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


; SUFFOLK, October 29, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 


_ Colonel Dodge, who commanded the cavalry that crossed, gave the 
information that I reported from the other side. It was in every one’s 
mouth and so confidently talked that he thought it was only a question 


of estimates. He says 20,000; they saying 30,000. Longstreet?s name - 


has never been used over there until last week. Deserters and con- 
scripts reported to me that Longstreet was on his way early in the 
week, but I did not believe it. One says he saw a division on its way 
for Longstreet. When I asked the sergeant if Longstreet was there 
he said it would not be proper to answer. He and other persons spoke 
of French and Pettigrew freely. This population all asking to go away 
of late is suspicious, A heavy picket was at Carrsville last night. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
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Fort Monrog, VA., October 29, 1862. - 

General PECK, Suffolk: 

General Keyes reported a force of about 800 cavalry as approaching 
Williamsburg. They intended attacking this morning, but one of their 
pickets was captured by ours last night, and since then nothing has been 
done by them except picking up straggling negroes. No infantry are 
mentioned as being with them. 

D..T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpqgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., October 30, 1862. 
Hon. SAumon P. CHASE, 
Secretary of the Treasury: 


Sir: J have received this evening your letter and the papers prepared 
by you concerning trade with Norfolk, and I feel a good deal of embar. 
rassment in regard to the certificate. There are in Norfolk, Princess 
Anne, and Nansemond Counties, which we have taken possession of and 
cut off from Southern sources of supply, 40,000 inhabitants. We must 
feed them, and they can only be fed from the North. Can I certify that 
the supplies they need—food, fuel, clothing (for they must be warmed 
and clothed as well as fed)—are “required for military purposes?” Will 
not this extended traffic be complained of as a violation of the law of 
blockade if we admit that Norfolk is blockaded? 

I regret that the Government has taken this view or the subject, for 
I feel with you the exceeding embarrassment to which it subjects us. 

I have insisted that it was a case of military occupafion and not of 
blockade; that you cannot blockade your own ports or a port you have 
taken from an enemy; that the act of capture ipso facto terminates the 
blockade and puts you in military possession with a totally different 
code of law for yourself as well as neutrals. You may make it as to 
them a closed, but it is no longer a blockaded, port. In most modern 
treaties, I believe, certainly in some, there is a chapter on military oe- 
cupation, stating the consequences that flow from it. I conversed with 
Major-General Halleck on the subject, in Washington, ten days ago, 
and he coneurred with me fully. I also conferred with the President, 
Secretary of State, and Secretary of War, and understood the latter to 

-assent to my positions, and the two former to be at least impressed by 
my suggestions. I was very anxious to see you and called both at your 
office and your house, but was disappointed. 

My reasoning is briefly this: 

1st. Norfolk is not a blockaded port, as it lacks the fandamental con- 
dition of a blockade—hostile possession. 

2d. If it is a blockaded port, the traffic allowed under the regulations 
concerning “ coastwise intercourse” is in violation of the laws of blockade 
recognized by all civilized States. A government cannot shut out neu- 
trals from trade with a blockaded port and allow intercourse with such 
port to its own people. 

3d. Norfolk not being an enemy’s port, but held by military occupa- 
tion, we are free to allow such traffic as is necessary to maintain the 
possession and to prevent those whom we have subjected to our power 
from suffering by hunger and cold, a duty enjoined by every considera- 
tion of humanity. It is on these conditions only that the traffic pro- 
posed to be allowed can be justified, 
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representatives of foreign governments seems to me very simple and 
conclusive. The Treasury Department gives no permits to trade; gen- 
eral trade is not restored; the place is governed by martial law, and it 
rests with the commander of the forces to authorize, by special permits, 
the introduction of such supplies as are indispensable for the troops and 
the people they hold in subjection and no more, In the exercise of this 


authority he may in his discretion grant permits to others than ourown ~~ 


citizens; it is a matter over which, as the military commander, he has 
the entire control, subject to the interposition of the Government for the 
correction of abuse. 

On the other hand, if it is a blockaded instead of being simply a closed 
port, you can only reach your object by certifying that the supplies nec- 
essary to the sustenance of 40,000 people are required for military pur- 
poses or something equivalent. If the population were but a tithe of 
that for which we are to provide, though the principle would not be 
changed, the amount of necessaries sent to them might not attract at- 
tention. But in this case they can hardly fail to be noticed; and I do 
not see how you are to maintain your ground on the hypothesis of a 
blockade according to the received principles of international law. 

I have made these hasty suggestions under a strong sense of the em- 
barrassment I feel-in regard to the certificate I am required to give. If 
- you ean resolve my doubts I shall be greatly relieved. But the solution 
of the whole difficulty in regard to Norfolk seems to be so easy under 
one view of the question and so beset with complications under the other 
that I cannot rest satisfied without stating to you the conclusions to 
which my reflections have brought me. 

Ido not see that any possible difficulty can arise within the block- 
aded region under this solution of the question of trade with Norfolk. 


Whenever you are blockading the enemy’s ports or territory the law of ~ 


blockade controls; whenever you get actual possession and hold by 
inilitary occupation the commander of the forces governs under the laws 
of war. 

If the question is settled beyond the possibility of reconsideration I 
beg to be immediately advised, as the people of Norfolk are suffering for 
want of the necessaries of life. In any case a speedy determination is 
for the same reason exceedingly desirable. . 

If the question is not an open one, will it not be sufficient for me to 
certify- that the shipment, &e., is “required for the purposes of my com- 
mand in this military department?” be 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


; SUFFOLK, VA., Octeber 30, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 


No longer any doubt of Longstreet’s arrival at Petersburg witlr one 


division last week. It comes from all quarters and from parties who 
have no knowledge of each other. It has just come from two of the 
Surry Court-House pickets—deserters. It is only a question as to the 
numbers and positions of them, Will shell something at 2 this night. 
; JOHN J. PHCK, 
Major-General, 


On the theory of military occupation the answer to inquiries from the _ 
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| HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NoRTH CAROLINA, 


Pe October 30, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauuecx, 

General-in-Chief, U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

_ GENERAL: I have the honor to report that 1 am about to start on an 
expedition, for the following purposes: ; 
Information was sent me from Plymouth by the navy that three regi- 
ments had left from the neighborhood of Plymouth to go down into 
Washington and Hyde Counties, for the purposes of foraging and ob- 

taining conscripts. These counties form a bag, the mouth of which is 

between Washington and Plymouth. If I am not too late (as the in- 
formation was forty hours in reaching me) I hope to engage and cap- 

_ture this foree. Should I accomplish that I shall push on for Hamilton, 
on the Roanoke River, and endeavor to take that place. Should the 
forces in the counties above named have escaped I will push on at once 
for the same place. Iam led to.make this attempt from information 

‘(received from the Navy) that two iron-clad gunboats were being con- 

structed there, and these, of course, it is essential to destroy. 

I shall take the following force, to rendezvous at Washington, N. C.: 
Belger’s Rhode Island battery, six pieces; four batteries of the Third 
New York Artillery, sixteen pieces; about 130 of the Third New York 
Cavalry, and about 4,000 infantry, made up of detachments from the 
regiments under my command, and shall go in command myself. 

I learn, and I believe reliably, that Governor Vance, of this State, has 
gone to Richmond, for the purpose of demanding of the Confederate 
Government the return to the State of all the troops from North Caro- 
lina, and that as an earnest of his success several regiments have been 
already ordered here; so with my force this is my only opportunity to 
strike a blow.. ; 

The New York papers gave a very accurate statement of the three 
regiments from Massachusetts arrived at this post, so of course my 
present force is well known to the enemy. 

As soon as I return I shall have the honor of reporting my opera- 
tions and the results. 

I am, general, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, _ 
Hampton Roads, Va., October 31, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Oommanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 29th instant. 

I am gratified by your conclusion to adjust the question of blockade 
with the authorities at Washington, and very truly regret that you did 
not find it profitable to do so sooner. 

I have always informed you of the text of my orders on this subject 
from the Secretary of the Navy, to whom I have regularly communi- 
cated our correspondence. : 

Having endeavored faithfully to discharge my duty, under very clear 
orders to maintain the blockade strictly, I have the satisfaction of know- 
ing that my conduct has been fully approved by the Department in 
every case where military permits to trade have been given in violation 
=f the hlockade. In this connection I beg leave to inform you that in 


reply to my dispatch, inclosing a copy of yours of the 19th instant with 
a copy of a dispatch of the Secretary of War to you of the 18th instant 
respecting trade at Norfolk, the Secretary of the Navy informs me that 
he is expecting a communication from the Treasury or War Department 
specifying details of a proposed arrangement for permits, and until it 
is received that he has no new instructions to give in regard to the 
blockade. : 

In reference to the detention of the William Penn the Navy Depart- 
ment, under date of the 29th instant, approves my course and instructs 
me as follows: 

Until the blockade is raised or broken or publicly modified it must be enforced in 
good faith by the navy. Fort Monroe is not a port of entry, and clearances are not 
to be made from that point, which is, like Norfolk, subject to blockade, If the Secre- 
tary of War or Treasury have seized or obtained possession of staves or tobacco, or 
any other articles which belong to the Government, and either of them have author- 
ized such articles to be exported, you will recognize their authority. But permits 
from any officer for general traffic or exports on private account are unknown to the 
Department intrusted with the blockade and cannot be recognized. 

In reply to my communication of the 24th instant you suggest, in 
substance, that all the steamers in the employ of the army, as shown by 
the authentic list you have sent me, should pass the blockade without 
stopping even at the outer guard vessel; that Colonel Thomas, chief 
quartermaster here, will give certificates to each steamer, which she 
shall retain while so employed, and when she is discharged Colonel 
Thomay’ certificate will be taken from the captain, and you will imme- 
diately notify me, that she may be erased from the list you have sent; 
and if any new steamer is chartered you will give me like immediate 
notice, that she may be added to the list; and that all steamers not on 
the official list will be directed to stop at the outer guard vessel and 
show their certificates. 

I cheerfully accept this proposition, and shall submit our correspond- 
ence on the subject and my action in relation thereto for the consid- 
eration and decision of the Navy Department. 

In respect to the Metamora I beg leave to say that. as soon as you in- 
formed me she was in your personal seryice the gunboat on guard duty 
was promptly instructed on the subject. Had the gunboat on blockade, 
while ignorant of the fact that you were on board the Metamora, stop- 
ped her, I am sure you would, on reflection, not have felt offended, as 
military men do not take offense at the proper challenge of a sentinel. 
Yesterday I was not allowed to go on the ramparts of Fort Monroe, 
though I was in uniform and had made myself known, without a permit 
from one of your officers, and then I was, and very properly, I believe, 
challenged by a sentinel and stopped until I exhibited my pass. I saw 
in this only military propriety and felt no infraction of dignity was in- 
tended. ’ 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
. S. P. LEH, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 


Raleigh, November 1, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. Fostmr, U.S. A. 


: ’ 
Comdg. Department of North Carolina, New Berne, N. O.: ‘7 


GENERAL: Your letters of the 24th and 28th ultimo are received. I 
‘appreciate the many difficulties in the way of finding, identifying, and 
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_ collecting individuals scattered” within your lines and your promptness 
- in sending them when found. 

I respectfully request that hereatter all communications by flag of 
truce will be by land as heretofore, as I shall feel constrained to decline 
 receivitg flags of truce by boats sent up the river. 
I inclose herewith a letter to the Hon. Edward Stanly and two others, 

_ which I would thank you to forward. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. MARTIN, 
Brigadier- General. 


Fort MonRroEg, November 3, 1862. 
Hon. HE. M. STANTON: 


I have just learned that Major-General Wool has gone to Accomack 
County with a large force. Two companies of Wilkins’ regiment of 
“Maryland Home Guards refused to land at Pungoteague on Wednes-- 
day last. I sent over my gunboat on a call from General Lockwood, 
but before it arrived the malcontents had returned to their duty. The 
regiment was raised expressly to serve in Maryland; hence the discon- 
tent, which was, however, very brief. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HpDqQrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., November 3, 1862. 


Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 

ADMIRAL: I believe I have never urged on you any matter a com- 
pliance with which would have been a violation of your instructions 
from the Navy Department. It is only in cases which I considered 
within your discretion that I have ventured to press on you my own 
views. They are now in possession of the Government and, I have no 
doubt, will be satisfactorily disposed of. 

The permits given by me, which the Secretary of the Navy in his 
letter to you on the 29th ultimo says “cannot be recognized,” were in 
accordance, in some instances, with a special authority from the Secre- 

’ tary of the Treasury, and in others with a general authority emanating 
from the same Department. I shall of course give no more until this 
conflict of opinion and action is reconciled. 

In regard to the occurrence alluded to in your letter of the 31st ultimo 
within the fort, it is proper to state that there is a permanent rule, 
adopted long ago, that no officer can go apon the ramparts without the 
permission of the officer of the day, unless he is accompanied by the 
commanding general or one of his staff. The rule is applicable to all 
officers, whether belonging to the garrison or not, or whether of the 
Army or Navy. The case would be precisely similar if I had gone on 
board of one of your vessels without announcing myself. 

But in the case of the harbor I respectfully suggest that it is entirely 
different. I have from the beginning objected to the blockade of this 
fort by a gunboat stationed under its guns as entirely unprecedented, 
unnecessary, and in disregard of the comity and friendly understanding 
which should exist between your service and mine, and which I am most 
anxious to preserve. 
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Knowing your instructions, when I found the Metamora wanted for 
another purpose, and when I decided to go to. Washington in the City 
of Hudson, the Norfolk mail-boat, I sent on board the Wyandotte to 
advise the commander that [ should pass in the last-named steamer, 
and that [ was in haste to obey a summons from the Secretary of War. 
While objecting to the arrangement in my communications with you, I 


have nevertheless been careful not to act in contravention of it; andI | 
now repeat, and appeal to your courtesy in making the request, that 


the Wyandotte may be stationed above the Baltimore Wharf, and that 
this fortress, the headquarters of the department, may be relieved from 
a system of visitation to which it was never before subjected. I should 
not make the request if I did not feel a perfect assurance that every 
public object in view could be as effectually accomplished, and that it 
is a matter entirely in your own discretion. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Hampton Roads, Va., November 4, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two 
communications of yesterday. 
The witnesses on board the Wyandotte, in the case of Private Gill, 
have been directed to obey the summons of the judge-advocate. 
Considering your request for the removal of the Wyandotte as a vir- 
tual proposition to raise the blockade of these waters in violation of my 
instructions from the Navy Department, I have respectfully to inform 
you that I have referred your application to that Department for in- 
structions. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
_ Actg. Rear-Admiral, Oomdg. N. Atlantie Blockading Squadron. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 


November 6, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Drx, Fort Monroe : 


GENERAL: I have read your letter of the 27th [30th] ultimo, and the 
subject has been again considered by the President and the Cabinet. 
Iam myself strongly inclined to adopt your views in regard to military 
occupation, but would not the certificate now required, or one in sub- 
stance the same, be equally necessary in case that Norfolk, Princess 
Anne, &e., were regarded not as blockaded but as militarily occupied ? 
At any rate for the present it is not decided to change the existing regu- 
lation. The subject is reserved for further consideration. The certifi- 
cate and request mentioned in my letter will still be required as condi- 
tions: for the clearances. I see no special objection, however, to sub- 
stituting for the words “military purposes” the words “for the purpose 
of my military command,” as suggested by you, in conversation, though 
I prefer the former phrase, which I regard as equivalent in meaning. 


wey 
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I prefer it simply because those words have hitherto been used in the 
_ certificates from the War Department. 


With the very highest respect and esteem, I remain, dear general, 


truly, yours, 


S. P. CHASE. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CorRPs, 
Lort Monroe, November 7, 1862. 


Hon. Saumon P. CHASE, Secretary of the Treasury: 


Your letter of the 6th is just received. The Secretary of War has di- 


_ rected me to give no permits at present to take anything to or from Nor- 


folk. Those I gave previously under your instructions have been dis- 
honored by Admiral Lee, under instructions from the Secretary of the 
Navy. The Government owes it to me, to itself, and to the people of 
Norfolk, who are starving with hunger and cold, to do something. I 
am willing to give any certificate which will insure these people food, 


- fuel, and clothing. The loyal portion of the people of Norfolk and the 


Government employés not in the army are all suffering. Even the 
officers, who do not draw rations, are paying enormous prices for all the’, 


necessaries of life. 
‘ JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, D. C., November 8, 1862. 


Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy: 


Str: Will you have the goodness to inform me whether instructions 
have been given to Admiral Lee to pass staves and other products from 
Suffolk and Norfolk, on the permit of Major-General Dix, to go North 


_ for the purchase of supplies? 


The accompanying telegram from General Dix is the occasion for the 
inquiry. 
Yours, truly, 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War. 
[Inclosure.] 


ForT MONROE, November 8, 1862. 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

Am I authorized to permit the people of Norfolk and Suffolk to send 
North staves and other products to pay for supplies, and has the Sec- 
retary of the Navy instructed Admiral Lee to pass them? 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Hp QR8.DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., November 8, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, ‘ 
Commanding Department of North Carolina : 
GENERAL: When in Washington last week I was told by Major-Gen- 
eral Halleck that re-enforcements had been sent to you and that you’ 
might perhaps move on Goldsborough or some point farther north, 
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possibly Weldon, and cut the railroad connection betweev Richmond 
and the Southeastern Atlantic States. To reach Weldon you would 
have a long march, unless you ascend the Tar or Roanoke Rivers under 
the cover of gunboats; but I suppose in either case troops might be 
drawn from Petersburg or its vicinity to oppose you. I think it would 
be in my power to defeat such a purpose by making a strong demon- 
stration of an attack on some point between Weldon and Petersburg. . 
The enemy has a considerable force, which I can at least hold in check 
and neutralize on the Blackwater, near which it is embodied. If you 
have any movement in contemplation it will afford me great pleasure 
to co-operate with you, and it may be in my power to do so more effect- 
ually than I have above suggested. J 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
November 9, 1862. - 
Hon. BH. M. Sranron, Secretary of War: . 

Sie: In reply to your inquiry of the 8th instant I have the honor to — 
inform you that this Department has issued no instructions to Acting 
Rear-Admiral Lee to allow exports from Suffolk or Norfolk or any 
other place within the limits of the blockade confided to him. 

He is not authorized to recognize permits of any one but the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury and Secretary of War. I am not aware-that the 
blockade enforced by the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron has in 
any respect been modified except by the President’s proclamation open- 
ing the port of Beaufort. 

Iam, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


: WASHINGTON, November 12, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. Joun A. DIx: 

By direction of the Secretary of War I send the following orders of 
the President: 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
- Washington, November 12, 1862. . 

Ordered, first, that clearances issued by the Treasury Department for vessels or | 
merchandise bound for the port of Norfolk, for the military necessi ies of the depart- ; 
ment, certified by the military commandant at Fort Monroe, shall be allowed to enter 
said port; second, that vessels and domestic produce from Norfolk, permitted by the 
military commandant at Fort Monroe for the military purposes of his command, shall 


on his permit be allowed to pass from said port to its destination to an t not 
blockaded by the United States. : atts 


A. LINCOLN. 


JOHN TUCKER, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, 


Washington City, November 13, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN A. Drx, . a 


Commanding, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


.  GnynERAL: In view of the numerous applications made to this De- 
partment for permits to trade with Norfolk, Portsmouth, and Suffolk, 
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and the large aggregate amount of goods embraced in the schedules 
(almost if not quite enough to supply Richmond as well as Norfolk and 
its neighborhood), the Secretary of War deems it proper to suggest that 
in acting upon applications for licenses to ship goods to those places 
eare should be taken to scale them down so as to limit the supplies im- 
ported to the actual necessities of the inhabitants. Unless this be done 
the places named will again become depots of supplies for the rebels at 
Richmond. An estimate of the population of Norfolk, Portsmouth, and 
of Suffolk, counting four children or negroes as the equivalent of one 
adult citizen, will enable you readily to determine approximately, by 
the application of the army ration and clothing tables, the quantities of 
articles required by the inhabitants to supply their necessities. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. WATSON, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


UNITED STATES STEAMER HETZEL, 
Off New Berne, N. C., November 13, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, U.S. A., 
Commanding Department of North Carolina: 

GENERAL: I respectfully beg leave to offer for your consideration 
the following copy of a dispatch, dated November 4 instant, and re- 
ceived this day from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, viz: 

I have official information that the rebel gunboat No. 290 is on the coast. She may 


have consorts. Notify the vessels under my command in the Sounds of this and 
* promptly give the intelligence to General Foster. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ) 
H. K. DAVENPORT, 
Commander and Senior Officer in Sounds of North Carolina. 


SUFFOLK, November 14, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe : 

I am surprised that General Foster did not advise you of his opera- 
tions, as we could at that time have threatened about the Blackwater. 
His movement will cause some concentration of troops, which may per- 
haps extend to the Blackwater region. 

A Georgia deserter, who left the company near Surry Court-House 
last night, says Longstreet’s troops are coming to Suffolk. His lieu- 
tenant said that he saw 15,000 of them, and that they were barefooted 
and very destitute of clothing. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., November 14, 1862. 


Major-General D1x: 

With your approval will have 4,000 infantry, 1,000 cavalry, and bat- 
tery of artillery 4 miles above Franklin before dawn of Tuesday. Pro- 
pose to cross cavalry and about 1,500 infantry, with one rifled cannon 
and:two mountain howitzers, under Spear and Foster. Wish to clear, 
all the neck to Nottoway if possible, and reach Jerusalem with cavalry, 
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This will have much effect on pending operations about Weldon and 


Petersburg. Can you not give me Jourdan’s regiment? Shall send — 


 Wessells in command. If weather should be unfavorable will delay. 
_ Getting boats ready for a bridge. 
JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


—EEEE, 


Hpgrs. Dept. oF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
. Fort Monroe, Va., November 15, 1862. 
P. H. Watson, Esq., 
Assistant Secretary of War: 


I have just received your communication of the 13th instant. 

Please say to the Secretary of War that his wishes have been in every 
particular anticipated : 

ist. I had an estimate made two weeks ago of the principal articles 
needed for the population within our lines at Norfolk and vicinity. I 
ain reducing it to greater precision by an actual enumeration of the in- 
habitants, considerably diminished in number by the war since the last 
census. 

2d. Ihave opened a set of books in which areto be entered, under their 
proper heads, each article and the quantity of each article for which per- 
mits are granted and also the quantities actually received, so that the 
footings of each day will exhibit the aggregate of both. 

No effort will be spared to prevent abuse. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, November 15, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. JoHn A. Drx, 
Commanding, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


GENERAL: A letter was addressed to you by this Department, under 
date of the 13th instant, in relation to permits to trade with Norfolk, 
Portsmouth, and Suffolk. The Secretary of War directs me to inform 
you that as the action of which you will be duly advised is contemplated 
there ‘will be no necessity for compliance on your part with the sugges- 
tions contained in the communication above referred to. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. WATSON, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


Fort Monroeg, November 15, 1862. 
Major-General PEOK: 


I approve of your plan. If you cross only 1,500 cavalry they must be 
free from all incumbrances, so as to move rapidly, and you should have 
the residue of your force ready to move to their support if assailed by 
superior numbers. Try to make the officers and men feel that they are 
equal to double their numbers, as I believe they are. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, 


: 
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 :. é | Fort MonRoE, November 15, 1862. 
Major-General PEcK, Suffolk: ‘ 
I approve entirely of your movements on the Blackwater. These lit- 
tle successes encourage our men and habituate them to the fire of the 
enemy. The weather is fine. Keep a portion of your troops in motion, 
but let them be careful and not be surprised. The immense number of 
cross-roads require the utmost vigilance. Finish the railroad bridge as 


_ Soon as possible. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


NOVEMBER 16, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, Fort Monroe : 

___ A few days since I telegraphed that Longstreet’s troops had passed 
Petersburg, some 15,000. A deserter from Surry Court-House learned 
this from one of his officers, who had been to the city. A special dis- 
patch from Washington to Philadelphia Inquirer on the 14th confirms 
the report by news from Culpeper. Foster’s operations do not appear to 
have been entirely successful. They can concentrate so rapidly the 
chances are in their favor. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Fort Monroe, Va., November 17, 1862. 


His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States : 


Sir: I feel a strong sympathy in behalf of the people of the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia—Accomack and Northampton Counties. When I sent 
an armed force against them, giving them assurances of protection and 
promising them the enjoyment of all the rights of loyal citizens, they 
laid down their arms. They have at no time since been in rebellion 
against the United States ; on the contrary, they have united themselves 
to Western Virginia; they have had two elections, and they have sent 
strong Union men to the Legislature and Congress. In all things they 
have fulfilled the conditions on which I pledged to them equality in 
rights and privileges with the people of the loyal States. When you 
issued your proclamation in July last, designating the States and parts 
of States that were to be deemed loyal and omitting these two counties, 
I thought to write to you begging that they should be added to the 
number thus designated. I write now to make the request in order 
that they may be relieved from the penalties of disloyalty, and that the 
taint of disaffection may not rest upon a community in which no such 
feeling exists excepting in individual cases which may unfortunately 
be found everywhere. They are entitled to exemption by their loyal 
conduct during the last year, and the effect of such a declaration from 
you at this time could not fail to have a beneficial effect in other quar- 
ters. But it is chiefly as an act of justice to them that I urge it, and I 
am sure you will appreciate the earnestness with which I press it when 
you consider the relation in which I stand to them. 

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, 


, 
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Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY Corps, 
Fort Monroe, Va., November 17, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief: . 
GENERAL: I return herewith the letter of the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury of the 16th ultimo, with a copy of a letter from Maj. R. W. Shenk, | 


One hundred and thirty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, of the 15th, 
which I received yesterday.* Major Shenk charges that the “ flag-of- 
truce boats are now and have heretofore been to great extent used, in 
addition to their lawful mission, to pass contraband goods and other 
articles through the lines at Aiken’s Landing on James River.” He 
states two grounds for his charge: First, that a trunk containing cloths, 
&c., was placed by accident on board of the boat under his command; 
and, second, that he was approached by a certain Col. Blanton Duncan, 
of Kentucky, to enter into an arrangement to pass goods, &c. On these 
grounds he brings a general accusation against the officers in charge of 
flag-of-truce boats, accusing not only them but the authorities here with 
want of ‘ordinary watchfulness.”. Why did he not report these facts 
to me on his return from Aiken’s Landing that I might institute proper 
inquiries to detect and punish the frauds and the neglect which he 
charges upon officers here? Why send his charges to the Secretary of 


the Treasury, who could at best only refer them tome for examination and | 


report. Major Shenk was not placed in charge of a flag-of-truce boat 
by my order. He came here from Washington. It is probable that the 
trunk to which he refers was put on board his boat there, and that no 
one was in fault but himself; but he was placed under my control, and 
it was his duty to have reported to me on his return from Aiken’s Land- 
ing, the more so as he was detained here by me and sent several times 
‘up the James River. He not only neglected his duty but brought a 
totally unfounded accusation, as I believe, against others. 

I venture to say that flags of truce have never been used with a more 
eareful regard to their sacred character than at this post. I have 
always selected the most discreet and vigilant officers and placed them 
under the most rigid instructions. So careful have I been not to violate 
them that I refused permission to one of the principal officers at this 
post to send some mourning garments to a little girl, his niece, in Rich- 
mond, that she might notice in the customary mode the death of a near 
relative. Passengers have only been allowed to take their wearing ap- 
parel, except in a single instance, in which a French lady of advanced 
age had permission to take some claret for her own use. Confederate 
prisoners have not been permitted to take anything with them but their 
ordinary baggage, and articles in their possession not coming within 
this restriction have been uniformly taken from them. The only in- 
stance in which I have allowed anything to be sent to Aiken’s Land- 
ing was for Mr. Aiken himself. He had been very kind to our sick 
officers and men, and I allowed him to purchase in Baltimore four boxes 
of tin to repair his roof, 1,000 cigars, and a dozen pocket handkerchiefs, 
all for his own use. I have been thus particular because Major Shenk, 
who appears to have had more zeal than discretion or just conception 
of his own duty, has been guilty of a breach of trust in failing to report 
to me the facts stated in his letter, and has donea great injustice to the 
officers in charge of flag-of-truce boats by bringing accusations against 
them implying either fraud or gross negligence. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


* Seo p, 429, 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NoRTH CAROLINA, 
: New Berne, November 18, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HaLuEck, 


General-in-Ohief U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: Referring to my report of recent reconnaissance, I have — 
the honor to make the following statements : , 

The enemy have much increased their force and their activity in this 
State. We have engaged at different times in one way and another 
seven old regiments, viz, the Highth, Tenth, Seventeenth, Twenty-sixth, 
Thirty-first, Fifty-first, and Fifty-ninth ; and I am informed by what I 
consider reliable authority that Governor Vance has had a difficulty or 
quarrel with President Davis as regards conscripts, the consequence of 
which is that the Governor is raising or has raised two brigades of con- 
seripts within assisting distance of Goldsborough. Their artillery force 
J think to be inferior to mine as yet. There were at Tarborough sixteen 
pieces, and I found threatening this town on my return ten other pieces. 
‘These, with the supporting force, retired on my return. And in the 
same connection I would state that I heard near Tarborough of the 
appointment of General Longstreet to the command of this department. 
This report has since been confirmed, both here and in the Richmond 
papers. In addition, Governor Vance in person was with the forces 
at Tarborough. 

I would respectfully remark that the above simple statements prove 
the reliability of my opening paragraph, and, in addition, show the de- 
termination of the enemy to withstand my advances in their rich coun- 
try of the eastern counties, and also, if possible, to diminish my hold on 
that section. On the other hand the weakening influences of the past 
malarious season has so weakened the strength of my old regiments 
that for hard, active service I have scarcely available one-half their 
nominal strength at the moment. The new regiments (nine-months’ 
men) arrived here, viz, the Third, Fifth, Forty-third, Forty-fourth, 
Forty-fifth, and Forty-sixth Massachusetts, are good troops but are 
new, and some never have had their arms, and I should wish some drill 
before trusting them in a fight. 

Admiral Lee has been here, and with him I have had a full and free 
talk, and am happy to say that he fully coincides with me in my views 
as to co-operation and as to force required. 

Referring to the above simple statements I would most respectfully 
suggest that if possible I should be allowed at once 10,000 old troops in 
addition to the few new troops ordered here, and would express my 
hopes and wishes that those old troops should be the men of the; Ninth 
Army Corps, with whom I have been associated, and of which corps I 
was the senior officer under General Burnside. 

The sooner I have the force the sooner I will endeavor to perform my 
plans, and, I think, the views of Government, viz, the cutting of the rail- 
road (Weldon and Wilmington) and the taking of Wilmington and the 
works at New Inlet and the. mouth of the Cape Fear River. 

I most respectfully request, in addition to the officer recommended 
for promotion to brigadier-general, that three regular brigadier-generals 
be sent me, and as a matter of choice I would suggest General Gillmore, 
and if none be available now appointed, call your attention to Captains 
Prime, Morton, and Casey, of the Engineer Corps, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Biggs or Capt. D. W. Flagler, Ordnance Corps, as most accept- 
able to me. I would also ask an engineer officer, of which I have none, 
and an ordnance officer. I have received from General Dix a letter as 
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to his co-operation with me in any attempt to cut the railroad commu- 


nications, and would say that such co-operation would be most desirable, 
as proved at Tarborough, where the re-enforeements came even from 
Petersburg. I can act and he assist if the line be cut south of Weldon, 
and he act and I assist if at Weldon, which point he can reach more 
easily than I. + 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient serv- 
ant 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


| SUFFOLK, VA., November 18, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe : 


In consequence of our several repeated attacks upon Franklin, Zuni, 
&e., the rebel authorities have been led to the belief that my force is 
large and that I have designs upon their communications. My belief 
is that they are bringing back all the forces taken away. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, November 18, 1862. 
General Drx: 

You will see that the Richmond papers of October 29, and since, are 
calling attention to movements on Weldon from Suffolk. 

They also give it out that they are driven out of Franklin after a 
severe fight. See Petersburg Express 27 th, in Philadelphia Inquirer 
of 17th. . 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., November 18, 1862. 
Major-General Drx, Fort Monroe: 


Please give me your best opinion as to the number of the enemy now 
at Richmond and also at Petersburg. 


A. LINCOLN. 


Fort Monror, November 18, 1862—2 p. m. 
His Excellency the Presmpent: 


My only reliable information in regard to the enemy’s forces in Rich- 
mond and vicinity of Petersburg comes from a man who has not been 
here for four weeks. It was then 11,000 on and near the Blackwater, 
north of Franklin or Carrsville; at Petersburg, 700; at Richmond, 7 000; 
between the James and Chickahominy, 7,000; and near White House, 
1,500; total, 27,200. This is my latest information. The forces at dif- 
ferent points frequently vary, and I place little relianee on reports 
brought to me by deserters, Stragglers, and negroes. 

I sent 4,000 men to the Blackwater yesterday, intending to cross. 
While writing this dispatch information is sent to me by Major-General 
Peck, from Suffolk, that the expedition found the enemy re-enforced in 
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artillery and infantry at Franklin (Carrsville on the maps) and the fords 

_ blocked. A sharp skirmish was going on across the river, which is very 
narrow higher up. The enemy is on this side of the Blackwater, and 
our pickets are engaged almost every night. The moment I can get 
any reliable information as to the force in Richmond and Petersburg I 

will forward it. I have reason to believe that the force specified in the 
district embraced in the enumeration at the beginning of this dispatch 
is reduced rather than increased. In twelve hours it can be concentrated 
either at Richmond or Petersburg. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort MONROE, VA., November 18, 1862. 


General H. W. HALLECK, 
°* General-in- Chief : 


I have just received the following dispatch from Major-General Peck, 
at Suffolk, viz: 


A communication has just been received by the surgeon of the One hundred and 
thirty-second New York, from headquarters Banks’ expedition, medical director, order- 
ing immediately certain reports about officers, ambulances, &c. It came direct. I 
ask for explanation and for instructions. We need more troops here, and can hardly 
afford to lose this regiment. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


Independently of the impropriety of asking information from my sub- 
ordinates, except through me, I must request that this regiment may 
not be taken from me. Indeed, General Casey has only sent me three 
of the four regiments he was ordered tosend. I have sent 4,000 men to 
the Blackwater to-day, with a view to cross. Our vessels have been 
fired on almost every night for a week. At Gloucester yesterday we 
lost 6 men in killed and wounded and 3 taken prisoners. We captured 
3 and did about the same damage to the enemy. 

‘oteate JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, November 19, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN A. DIx: 
No orders have been given to my knowledge for any part of your com- 
mand to report to Major-General Banks. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in- Chief. 


NOVEMBER 19, 1862. 
Major-General Drx, Fort Monroe: 
Wessells remained all night at Beaver Dam Church, a short distance 


from Franklin, and moved at dawn. 
The rebels were telegraphing over the country with various colored 


lights until long after midnight. 
a ; JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General, 


-— os om, 
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SUFFOLK, November 19, 1862. 
Major-General Drx: 

The cars were running from Petersburg to Zuni all last night, and it 
is presumed with additions of force. This information has just come in, 
and I doubt not accounts for the signals. Probably intending to strike 
here in the absence of one-half of my force, or strike Wessells in the 
flank. Colonel Dodge is going out toward Zuni to watch any move- 
ments. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


. SUFFOLK, November 19, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: : 

A courier is just in from the commander of Winfield, N. C., and 
of the gunboat there; states 200 rebel infantry crossed Chowan and are 
threatening the region. Lieutenant Etheridge is near the gunboat with 
his party and has destroyed their boats. They attacked the camp last 
night. 
Wessells is in with his force. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, November 19, 1862. 


Major-General Dix: 


The Weldon road is now in complete order to the Nottoway, 54 miles 
from Franklin. I have positive information that they are building the 
bridge across that river. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
: Major-General. 


HDQrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY Corps, 
Fort Monroe, Va., November 19, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALEox, 
General-in-Chief : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose six telegraphic dispatches from 
Major-General Peck.* 

I wrote to General Foster soon after I saw you in Washington, offer- . 
iny to co-operate with him, and promising at least a demonstration on 
the Blackwater which might produce a diversion in his favor. I have 
had no answer from him and have acted on the presumption that my 
letter never reached him, although in sending expeditions to the Black- 
water I have been influenced also by the desire to accustom my troops 
to marching, bivouacking, &e., and to the fire of the enemy. 

I inclose a map of the district between Suffolk and the Blackwater 
on which the roads are carefully drawn.t 

Will you please let the President see the accompanying telegraphic 
dispatches, which may throw a little light on my dispateh to him yes- 
terday ? 

J am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


ae Probably those of 18th and 19th, pp, 458-460, a: ‘+tNot found, 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
aan November 22, 1862. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON: 


Sir: I have received your order appointing Dr. Le Grand Russell . 
“special commissioner to take charge of the colored refugees from the 
enemy at Fortress Monroe and its vicinity,” and shall do all in my power 
to aid him in the proper discharge of his duties. 

The peculiar phraseology of the order suggests the propriety of stat- 
ing that all the negroes here are not refugees from the enemy. On the 
contrary, there are a number who are fugitives from the service of 
Union men, who have been persecuted by the secessionists for their 
fidelity to the Government of the United States, and a few who belong 
to persons residing in districts which have never been in possession of 
the insurgents. Some Union families in this neighborhood have lost 
all their negroes, whom I have, in obedience to the act of Congress, 
refused to give up. It will be troublesome to separate one class trom 
the other, and assuming that the order was not intended to make any 
distinction, I shall, unless otherwise directed, put Dr. Russell in charge 
of both. 

I avail. myself of the opportunity of stating that uncer your au- 
thority I opened negotiations with the Governors of the States of 
Maine, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island, with a view to provide a tem-- 
porary aSylum for the contrabands here until the Government could 
make some permanent provision for them. The proposition was re- 
ceived with such marked disfavor by Governor Andrew, of Massachu- 
setts, that I decided, notwithstanding a very kind and prompt response 
from Governor Sprague, of Rhode Island, to retain them here and make 
suitable provision for them for the winter. Accordingly I withdrew 
the sick from the hospital at Newport News and sent over a thousand 
of the colored fugitives there. But the very day they were removed 
from their encampment, where they were dying rapidly, I was advised 
that the Irish Legion, under General Corcoran, would arrive on the 
following day. Their tents had been so injured in New York by a 
storm on the eve of their departure that they were obliged to be put 
under cover, and, having no place for them but Newport News, I was 
compelled to remove the colored people again. They were sent to Cra- 
ney Island, and the quartermaster is, under my instructions, erecting 
barracks for them. They will all be covered in the course of the coming 

- week. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, VA., November 23, 1862. 


Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 

A reconnaissance was made from Williamsburg yesterday toward the 
Chickahominy. Killed 2 and captured 6 of the enemy and took 11 
horses. No loss on our side. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Fort Monroe, Va., November 24, 1862. 


His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States : 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 20th instant* 
in regard to the counties of Accomack and Northampton, or what is 
usually called the Eastern Shore of Virginia, and am gratified to learn 
from you that there is no objection to a recognition of their loyal condi- 
tion. The reasons which make them so anxious on the subject are two: 

1st. An unwillingness to be classed with the insurrectionary districts, 
considering it a stain upon their character and unjust to them, as they 
have given repeated evidences of their loyalty ; and 

2d. A desire to be exempt, as they claim they are entitled to be, from 
the penalty of 50 per cent. in addition to the taxes to be raised to sup- 
port the Government, &c. This penalty is imposed by the concluding 
clause of section 1 of the act of June 7, 1862, chapter 98, of’ the laws of 
1862. This is a “practical difficulty ” from which they ask to be relieved. 

They are perfectly willing to pay their share of the taxes like other 
loyal districts. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., November 24, 1862. 
Major-General HALLEOK, General-in-Chief : 

I have just received the following dispatch from General Naglee, at 
Yorktown: 


My salt expedition to Matthews County has been a perfect success. Destroyed 
seventy-three large cast-iron boiling vessels of nine establishments and over one 
thousand bushels of salt. We are indebted to Capt. Foxhall Parker, commanding the 
naval branch of the expedition, for very effective service. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, November 24, 1862. 
Major-General HALLEOK, General-in-Ohief: 

I send you by this evening’s boat, via Baltimore, Mr. Bernard, who 
is just from General G. W. Smith’s office in Richmond. He has very 
valuable information. He is from Utica. He confirms. my statement 
of 21st October as to the number of troops in the district, including the 
Blackwater, Petersburg, Richmond, and south toward the Chicka- 
hominy, about 27,000, though the distribution is not the same. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES STEAMER SHAWSHEEN, 
Off Winfield, N. C., November 24, 1862. 
Lieut. 0. W. FLUSSER, Commanding, Albemarle Sound: 
Sir: As there are many reports in circulation which appear to be re- 
liable, some of them at least, I deem it my duty to inform you of them. 
Part of Small’s men are still on this side lurking about; Hill’s com- 


* Not found. f 
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pany is reported to be in Gates County and a portion of the Nanse- 
mond Cavalry there, as two companies of paroled Roanoke prisoners that 
have been exchanged, now organized, and before crossing the lines intend 
to co-operate with the forces that have crossed the river and make an 
attack on this place and also to clean the counties of all the produce 
that they can get hold of and convey it across the river. The principal 
part of the citizens are very much enraged at those people coming across 
here committing such acts as they have since coming over. 

Longstreet’s force of 45,000 men is reported at Weldon. It is to be 
lamented that we have not taken that important place before this. 

I saw and read a letter written in Raleigh by one of the convention 
men, wherein he says if Weldon falls into our possession that Virginia 
will have to come into the Union and North Carolina with her. He 
says their only hope is in the Conservative Democratic party North, but 
adds that there is little hope from them, as they are anxious for prose- 
cuting the war, and it is so long before they come into power that death 
and starvation stare the Confederate Army in the face. He says their 
troops are in a deplorable condition, neither shoes, clothing, nor tents. 
He says he converses with the best men in the Confederacy from the 
President down. He says they called a convention of the State Council, 
which consists of seven members, and only three of them met; they 
waited three days and no other members met. He adds that this is the 
first time since the world was made that such a convention was called 
and not responded to. 

To-day I was down across the river and met one of four men who can 
control the Legislature, and he says remove the bayonets from North 
Carolina and there would be a Noah’s deluge for the State to come into 
the Union. I will not mention his name, but you can depend upon this. 

There is a move on the tapis now of vital importance to the State 
which would develop itself on the fall of Weldon, for which they are all 
anxious to see. This man’s assertion is substantiated by other good 
authority and may be depended upon. If you think this worth noticing 
I hope you will make it known to the proper authorities, and if there 
is going to be anything done in this direction it should be done imme- 
diately, as much dependence is placed on the support received from 
these counties, and a small force would defeat their movements in this 
quarter. I hope, as many others do, that something will be done; most 
all are willing to take the oath. 

I went down the river yesterday (Sunday) and captured eleven boxes 
of tobacco, which are very valuable. To-day we captured a fine mule 
and cart that was in waiting to convey some goods, no doubt, into the 
country. Have destroyed all the boats on the opposite side of the river; 
they seem perfectly willing to destroy them. ‘The difference in feeling 
toward our cause now and what it was two months ago is very apparent. 

I was down to the mouth of Chowan to-day. I have one more trip to 
make down that way to-morrow or next day. 

I have twelve tons of coal yet on hand. 

One of Small’s men was killed in the attack the first night by a shell. 

The pickets were fired on the next night after the Lockwood left, but 
we did not fire any from the boat, but embarked all but a guard. Our 
men are all in pretty good health. : 

I will send this by a small boat furnished by Lieutenant Etheridge. 

T do not think of anything more of importance. Remember me to all 
friends. pe eats j 

ery respectiu your obedient servan 
Beer ie THOS. J. WOODWARD, 
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding. 


ne vt yen oP 
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SuFFOLK, November 25, 1862. 

General DIx: : Ls 

{ have « deserter from one of Wise’s regiments at Drewry’s Bluff. He 
says Wise’s brigade has orders to come over to the Petersburg road in 
case of our advance. This man was carried to Ivor and escaped again. 
A six-gun battery and one regiment of infantry came there from Peters- 
burg last week. They told him that 15,000 were at Weldon, and that 
we had 25,000 here. 

I hope for a dash soon. The river is high and a bridge is necessary 5 


am making one. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., November 26, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. M. CoRCORAN, 
Commanding, Newport News : 

GENERAL: A complaint has been made to me that the colored people 
who are to go to Craney Island have been forced to remain all night 
on the wharf without shelter and without food; that one has died, and 
that others are suffering with disease, and that your men have turned 
them out of their houses, which they have built themselves, and have 
robbed some of them of their money and personal effects. You will 
inquire promptly into these complaints and redress the wrongs which 
have been committed, if they are truly represented to me. You will 
also see that the means are provided for burying the dead, and that 
these people are furnished with food by the commissary until they can 
be sent from Newport News. <A boat will be sent-as soon as possible. 
These people are in our care and we are bouud by every principle of 
humanity to treat them with kindness and protect them from exposure. 
and injury in their persons and property. 

Respectfully, yours, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., November 26, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe : 

Have organized an attack upon Ivor with at least 5,000. The move 
would have been this day save rain and mud. Our reconnaissances 
show that every bridge is down and all the fords are blocked by slash- 
ing the approaches. We will have much to cut away on both sides. 

The Banks command in your waters is calling the attention of the 
Government [enemy?]| to the Suffolk line, and they may re-enforce. 
Have you any data ? 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Fort MonROoE, November 26, 1862. 
Major-General PECK: 
_ My last advices from Richmond, very recent, are that they have no 
fears of an advance on the Suffolk line, but are fortifying slowly from 
Petersburg to Richmond. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, 


) 
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Fort Monon, November 27, 1862. 
Major-General PEcK: 


_ Thave just received a letter from General Foster, at New Berne, say- 
ing he may ask my co-operation in an important movement about the 
5th of December. Has your expedition gone? A week ago General 
French was at Petersburg with 4,000 men. I have nothing later. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-Generai. 


. SUFFOLK, November 27, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 


Mud and water have delayed our move. The enemy are signaling be- 
tween here and the Blackwater. 
JOHN J. PECK. 


Fort MonRoE, November 27, 1862. 
Major-General PECK: 


Perhaps it would be as well to wait till I hear from General Foster. 
In that case I will send an officer to him to-morrow. What do you 
think ? 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., November 27, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 
Commanding Department of North Carolina : 


GENERAL: I only received this evening your letter of the 14th in- 
stant. It is now too late for me to meet you, but if you will send by - 
Lieutenant Mabie, who will take this dispatch to you, any communica- 
tion which will indicate your wishes I will endeavor to meet them. I 
have not a large force at Suffolk, but sufficient to make a diversion on 
the Blackwater. The enemy are now turning their attention to the 
Suffolk route to Petersburg. They have recently put the railroad from 
the latter city to the Blackwater in order, but I have changed the 
gauge on this side so that they cannot useit. They are repairing the 
bridge on the Seaboard Railroad over the Nottoway so that they can 
re-enforce on the Blackwater from Weldon. I can attack at Franklin, 
where the Seaboard Railroad reaches the Blackwater (Carrsville on 
the maps), or at Zuni, where the Petersburg Railroad strikes the same 
river; or if I can aid you by a different movement let me know and I 
will do all in my power. ' 

I had an expedition organized under Major-General Peck to move on 
Zuni to-morrow with 5,000 men, but since the receipt of yours have 
countermanded it in order to ape the time snit you. 

I am, respectfully and truly, yours 
Sei é pa JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 
30 R R—VOL XVIII 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
, Petersburg, Va., November 27, 1862. 


General J. G. Foster, U. S. A., : 
New Berne, N. O.: 


DEAR Sir: During the march of the army under your command up 
the valley of the Roanoke River, in the early part of this month, many 
wanton acts of destruction of private property and many depredations 
were committed by the troops under your command. 

Negroes were forcibly abducted from their owners; many isolated 
houses in the villages of Hamilton and Williamston were willfully 
burned; parlors of private residences were used for stables ; family car- 
riages were taken to your camps, abandoned, and destroyed ; houses of 
peaceful citizens were forcibly entered, doors and windows broken and 
all the furniture destroyed ; bedding was carried into the streets and 
burned ; women were insulted by your soldiers and robbed of all the 
money and valuables on their persons, and all their clothing and that 
of their children, except what they had on, was cast into the fire or torn 
to pieces. 

In general terms, your soldiers committed many robberies and prac- 
ticed a wanton and malicious destruction of private property. 

Having been over a portion of your line of march and examined these 
evidences of destruction I reported them to my Government, and I am 
instructed to address you and inform you that such outrages are con- 
sidered as forfeiting the right of yourself and officers to be treated as 
prisoners of war, and to inquire of you whether these outrages were 
committed with your knowledge and sanction. 

The action to be taken in the case will depend on the answer you may 
make, and if no answer be returned in ten days after the delivery of 
this letter it will be considered by the Government that you admit and 
hold yourself responsible for the acts charged. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., November 29, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. : 


Several regiments of Pennsylvania drafted militia will be sent to you 
as soon as transportation can be procured. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va., November 29, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 


GENERAL: I received the day before yesterday a letter from Major- 
General Foster, dated the 14th instant, at New Berne, in reply to mine 
suggesting @ co-operation between his forces and mine in a movement 
against the enemy, and I immediately sent an officer to him in order to 
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prevent any further delay in communicating with him. I find myself 
much hampered for want of the means of crossing the Blackwater. The 
bridges are all destroyed from Zuni to Franklin, and the fords blocked 
by slashing and other obstructions. The river is narrow and deep and 
we are in want of pontoons. 

Tsent Mr. Joseph Francis, the inventor of the metallic life-boat, to 
the Quartermaster-General yesterday with a model of his corrugated- 
iron pontoon wagon. It is a wagon, pontoon, and boat, dispensing with 
the cumbersome pontoon train which carries nothing, and enables an 
army to cross streams with its baggage train without delay and to pass 
over its heavy artillery with rapidity and safety. The pontoon wagon 
floats with 2,400 pounds in it and holds up its carriage. I am very de- 
sirous of having twenty of these wagons. They can be fitted as bodies 
to the carriages of the common wooden wagons which we have here, and 
enable us to accomplish all our objects without adding to our baggage 
train. Mr. Francis has the means of constructing them at once at the 
factory of the corrugated-iron life-boats at Greenpoint, N. Y. He has 
just returned from Russia, and has had the satisfaction of seeing his 
pontoon wagon, after long-continued and severe tests, adopted by Great 
Britain and allthe German States. I am satisfied that I can with twenty 
of them render valuable service in this quarter, and at the same time 
make a trial which will save the Government millions of dollars and 
thousands of lives by dispensing entirely with the heavy and expensive 
wooden pontoon train and giving our armies the means of crossing cur- 
rents when pursued or pursuing, without delay. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Abstract from Return of the Department of Virginia, Maj. Gen. John A. Dix commanding, 
for November 30, 1862. 
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Troops in the Department of Virginia, Maj. Gen. John A. Dix command- 
ing, November 30, 1862. 


Fort Monroe. 
Col. SAMUEL M. ALFrorp. 
3d New York. 
Camp Hamilton. 
Col. ANTHONY CONK. 
139th New York. 
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company C. 
Batt’n Pennsylvania Heavy Arty., Co. C. 
2d and 4th Wisconsin Batteries. 
Norfolk and vicinity. 
Brig. Gen. EGBERT L. VIELE. 
99th New York. 
148th New York. 
158th New York. 
19th Wisconsin. 


1lth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company M. 
7th New York Battery. 


Abstract from Return of the Department of North Carolina, Maj. Gen. John,@. Foster com- 
manding, for November 30, 1862. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E, VIRGINIA. 
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Suffolk and vicinity.* 
Maj. Gen. Joun J. Prox. 


Ferry’s brigade, Fourth Corps. 
Wessells’ brigade, Fourth Corps. 
Foster’s brigade, Seventh Corps. 
Spinola’s brigade, Seventh Corps. 

1st New York Mounted Rifles. 
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

7th Massachusetts Battery. 

4th U. 8. Artillery, Batteries D and L. 
99th New York, Company I (detach- 

ment). i 


Yorktown and vicinity. 
Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. KEyes. 


Naglee’s brigade, Fourth Corps.* 
Reserve Artillery, Fourth Corps. 

6th New York Cavalry (battalion). 

5th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

1st New York Artillery, Batteries F and H. 
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Organization of troops in the Department of North 


Carolina, Maj. Gen. 


John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding, November 30, 1862. 


First Brigade. 
Col. T. J. C. AMory, 


17th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. J. F. Fel- 
lows. 

23d Massachusetts, Maj. J. G. Chambers. 

43d Massachusetts, Col. Charles L. Hol- 
brook, 

45th Massachusetts, Col. Charles R. Cod- 
man. 


Bist Massachusetts, Col. A. B. R. Sprague. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. T. G. Stevenson. 


10th Connecticut, Maj. Robert Leggett. 
8th Massachusetts Militia, Col. F, J. 


Coffin. 
24th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. F. A. Os- 
born. 
44th Mecsngurer ans Militia, Col. F. L. 
ee, 


oth Rhode Island, Maj. George W. Tew. 


*Composition of brigades not indicated on original return, 
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Third Brigade. Unassigned. 


Col. Horace C. LEr. 25th Massachusetts, Maj. Josiah Pickett. 
3d New York Cavalry, Col. S. H. Mix. 

3d Massachusetts, Col. S. P. Richmond.| 3d New York Artillery, Col. J. H. Ledlie. 

5th Massachusetts, Col.G. H. Peirson. | 23d New York Battery, Capt. A. Ransom. 
27th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Luke Ly-| 24th New York Battery, Capt. J. E. Lee. 


: man. | 1st Rhode Island Artillery, Battery F, 
46th Massachusetts, Col. George Bowler. Capt. James Belger. 
9th New Jersey, Col. C. A. Heckman. Ist U.S. Artillery, Battery C, Lieut. C. 
Hook. 


FoRTRESS MONROE, VA., December 1, 1862. 


General H. W. HALLECK, 
Commander-in-Chief U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have just arrived here to confer with General Dix in re- 
gard to co-operating in offensive movements against the enemy. I shall 
return early to-morrow morning unless you wish me to remain longer to 
give me some special orders. 
J. G. FOSTER, 


Major-General, Volunteers. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 1, 1862. 
Maj. Gen..J. G. FOSTER, 
Fort Monroe, Va. : 


I have no special instructions to give. Possibly the Secretary of War 


may have to-morrow. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


YORKTOWN, December 1, 1862. 
Major-General PEcK, Suffolk: 
I expect an officer from General Foster to-night. If not too late you 
had better defer any strong demonstration till he arrives. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, December 2, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe: 

The interview with General Foster to-day was all that could be de- 
sired. He is an old friend, and we canvassed matters fully. Have 
memoranda which will govern moves fur some days. I proposed to 
demonstrate strongly on a given day, which he did not expect, and 
which pleased him very much. ; 

I very much desire that the new troops should arrive before Wes- 

lls’ brigade moves. 

# i) JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 
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Fort MonRok, December 3, 1862. 
Major-General PEck, Suffolk : 

With Jourdan’s regiment you will have five new ones and over 3,000 
additional troops. The Pennsylvania regiments are of the very best 
material. Has Colonel Spear returned? Did he command the expe- 
dition? How many men had he? How many prisoners have you taken ?* 
When was the rocket battery taken from our army? Give me details 
at once; I wish to write General Halleck. 

; JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


. Fort Monroxg, December 4, 1862. 
Major-General Prox, Suffolk: 
The new regiments are designed to be a part of your command. Make 
requisitions for all they need. They did not land here, and I supposed 
them fully supplied. The shoes, &c., wanted by General Wessells were 
sent early this morning by steamer Arago. Make requisitions for better 
tents. I have been promised arms from Washington, but cannot get 
them. , 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NorRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. 0., December 4, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. Frenou, 
Comdg. Department of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va. : 

GENERAL: Your favor of November 27 I have the honor to acknowl- 
edge. I had previously received from General Martin a letter on the 
Same subject, and as my answer to him covers most of the ground in 
yours I beg leave to inclose a copy. I beg to say in relation to post- 
script of your letter that not a negro, to the best of my belief, was 
forcibly abducted from his owner, and indeed I only suffered those 
to follow who insisted upon so doing. There were fifteen houses (says 
General Martin) burned at Hamilton ; thefact I deplore. At Williams- 
ton two were burned from a defect in the flue of the chimney, as shown 
by investigation, and one small house pulled down to prevent the 
spread of the fire. Members of my staff were in each house and none 
of them saw horses in the parlors, though in one or two instances on 
piazzas ; family carriages (not over three) may have been taken to trans- 
port sick men, not to destroy or abandon. That houses of peaceful cit- 
izens with the families in occupancy were entered, women and children 
insulted and robbed, I do not believe, as the provost-marshal heard 
nothing of the kind so gross as you report. In respect to that part of 
your letter as to the treatment of any officers not as prisoners of war, I 
would say that if after my letter your Government proposes to act on 
that principle I beg that you will have me informed for the regulation 
of my own course. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


* See p. 36. 
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[{Indorsement.] 


RICHMOND, VA., December 10, 1862. 


Respectfully forwarded for the information of the War Department. 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 
UInclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NoRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., December 4, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. J. G. MARTIN, 
Commanding, &c.: 


GENERAL: Your letter of November 25,* inclosing an extract from 
the Boston Traveller, describing the alleged depredations of the army 
under my command in their late march up the country, I have received. 
In reply to your request to know whether these things were done by my 
order I have to state that draught animals, and in some cases carriages 
to be used as ambulances, beeves and pigs to subsist my men when 
short of provisions, and forage to subsist cavalry horses and draught 
animals were taken by my order. Every other species of depredation 
was not only not done by my orders but against them and against the 
strongest efforts to prevent them. On the march we found all the 
towns almost entirely abandoned by their inhabitants, the houses in 
some cases cleared of their furniture, in others partly, and in some not 
at all. I quartered my troops in the abandoned houses only. The 
principal cause of the depredations which I know were committed 
was, I think, that so many houses contained apple brandy, and which 
escaped the eye of the provost-marshal. I trust sincerely that in the 
future marches in this State you will be pleased to find a marked im- 
provement in all these respects, and I earnestly recommend that you 
urge all peaceable citizens to remain on their estates, as that course 
will aid me greatly in protecting their property. 

I have the honor to remain, general, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEPT. OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
No. 64. New Berne, December 4, 1862. 


A portion of the Marine Artillery having forfeited their right to any 
benefits from the investigating court now sitting on their case by their 
disgraceful and mutinous conduct in refusing work, threatening to seize 
an armed United States boat, threatening to abandon a post of the 
United States left under their care, and other conduct most subversive 
to good order and military discipline, it is ordered that these men be 
distributed as follows: To Battery C, First United States Artillery, at 
Fort Macon, 50 men; to Third New York Volunteer Artillery, to be 
distributed by Colonel Ledlie, 100 men, the balance, as may be hereafter 
ordered, to the volunteer regiments in this department. They will be 
paid, clothed, and fed according to the army regulations for the corps 
to which they are assigned, and it is hoped by the commanding general 
that the opportunity thus given them to redeem themselves by good 
order and honorable service under the flag of the United States will 


* Not found. 


ts 


472 NORTH CAROLINA AND 8. E, VIRGINIA. _[Cnar. XXX. 


be appreciated by the men and induce them to endeavor to become pro-- 
ficient, orderly, and efficient, as they are brave men. tie 

II. That portion of the regiment which have not supported this rebell- 
ious movement but have stood to their duty will be retained under 
their present organization, and will be distributed to the differentarmed 
transports. They will receive,in addition to the pay of infantry sol- 
diers, rations, and clothing, the following extra-duty pay: To those rated 
as experts or mechanics (including petty officers, engineers, and such 
other especially meritorious men as may be so rated), 40 cents a day 
extra; able seamen and all first-class men, 25 cents per day extra. Those 
men not able to do seamen’s duty, boys, landsmen, &c., will receive no 
extra pay. Recruiting for the regiment will cease until further orders. 

By command of Major-General Foster : 

SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, DECEMBER 4, 1862. 
No. 65, 
General Orders, No. 63,* is hereby amended so as to read: “ All the 
_ artillery in the department”—consisting of the Third Regiment New 
York Volunteer Artillery ; Company ©, First United States Artillery ; 
Battery I’, First Rhode Island Artillery; Twenty-third Independent Bat- 
tery New York Volunteer Artillery; Twenty-fourth Independent Bat- 
tery New York Volunteer Artillery —“ is hereby formed into an artillery 
brigade, and will be under command of Col. James H. Ledlie, Third 
New York Volunteer Artillery.” 
By command of Major-General Foster : 
SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., December 5, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALuEck, 
General-in-Ohief : 

If Col. D, A. Russell, of Massachusetts Volunteers, is appointed a 
brigadier I would be glad to have him in my command; is highly re- 
sponsible, and I have but one general graduate of West Point and I 
have loaned him to General Foster with his brigade, an officer with 
whom I co-operate most heartily. Unless I ean have experienced men 
I would rather have none, preferring to extemporize. The affair near 
Franklin on the 2d was very fine. No part of the army has worked 
harder than this, and I have been able to make the authorities at Rich- 
mond believe that my force was from 25,000 to 50,000 men. Richmond 
Whig, of November 27, numbers it at 33,000. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. O., December 6, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 


Who is now in command at Norfolk? 
EDWIN M. STANTON. 


* Of December 2, 1862. The above differs from that only in enumerating the organi- 
gations embraced in the brigade. eS 
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WaAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 6, 1862. 


Major-General Drx, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


The Adjutant-General informs me that Jourdan has been restored. 
You speak of sending a brigade of your troops to General Foster; by 
whose authority is this done? General Foster asked for more troops, 
but they were refused by the War Department. All available troops 

will immediately be wanted in your department. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Fort MONROE, VA., December 6, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 


~When in Washington, on October 30, you desired me to communi- 
cate with General Foster and to co-operate with him in harassing the 
enemy. I wrote to him, but he being absent did not receive my letter 
for some time and his answer did not reach me till November 27. I 
advised you of these circumstances by letter of the 29th ultimo and 
that I had sent an officer to him. He came here immediately, and on 
conferring with him I agreed to let him have a brigade for ten days to 
attack Goldsborough and cut the railroad at that place. JI directed 
General Peck to meet him at Norfolk and arrange the time. The bri- 
gade under General Wessells left Suffolk yesterday to march to Gates’ 
Ferry, near Gatesville, where transports will be ready to receive it. I 
shall regret greatly if in this I have mistaken your wishes or exceeded 
my authority. It is not too late to recall General Wessells, if it be 
thought best and if I receive your order at once. I did not know Gen- 
eral Foster had been refused troops by the Secretary of War. 

; JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


—_— 


WaR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 7, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


The temporary detachment of the brigade to assist General Foster is 
approved. Have all your other troops ready to move by the time the 
brigade returns or before. The transportation will be mainly by water. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Hpagrs. Dzept. oF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Z Fort Monroe, Va., December 7, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

GENERAL: The officer who returned with the flag-of-truce boat from 
City Point last evening reports great activity on the part of the enemy 
in the whole district of country lying between Petersburg and Rich- 
mond. This accords with other advices. Numerous works are in 
process of construction between these points. He lay two days at City 
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Point awaiting the movements of Mr. Ould, the commissioner for the 
exchange of prisoners, and distinctly heard the trains moving on the 
railroad both by night and day. It may be that the enemy are concen- 
trating troops at Petersburg in anticipation of a landing on our part on 
the south side of James River. I feel a good deal of confidence that I 
shall in case of an offensive movement in the direction of Norfolk re- 
ceive timely advices unless my agent is detected and arrested. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
; Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, December 7, 1862. 
General Dix: 

Wessells arrived at noon on the 6th; reports no transports there; a 
barren waste, stripped of almost everything ; no cattle there. He will 
get along without difficulty through the 7th. F. [Flusser?] will be there 
to-day unless some terrible storm sweeps the coast. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, December 7, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 

Colonel Spear’s estimate was between 7,000 and 8,000 at and in the 
vicinity of Franklin, along the river. To-day an old contraband came 
in from a plantation just this side of Franklin to get his liberty. He 
says two regiments have arrived by the engine from Weldon and some 
artillery recently; also that the Nottoway bridge is complete. 

JOHN J. PEOK, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., 
December 8, 1862—1 p. m. 
Hon. EK. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Your inquiry in regard to the commander at Norfolk induces me to 
inform you that I have ordered an election of a member of Congress in 
that district and have charged General Viele with some of the neces- 
sary arrangements. I will write by mail to-morrow.* 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MonRog, December 8, 1862. 
Major-General PEOK : 

I have but one old regiment here, and that is the only force in the 
fort. You must do your best with the troops you have. Have all your 
forces ready to move on short notice. Have a thorough inspection of 
arms, clothing, and equipage. Have also an abundant supply of am- 
munition. Make requisitions for all deficiencies as soon as possible. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


* Correspondence in relation to that election will appear in Series III. 


ee 
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UNITED STATES STEAMER CAMBRIDGE, 
a Beaufort, N. O., December 8, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FosTEr, 


Comdg. U. 8. Army Forces, Dept. of North Carolina: 

GENERAL: I glean the following information from the masters of the 
lately seized schooners Brilliant and J. C. Roker, to wit: There is at 
Nassau intending to run the blockade a small screw steamer, the Lizzie, 
belonging to Wilmington. Said steamer would be ready about the last 


_ of November or soon after. 


Fort l'isher, at New Inlet, is considered the stronger fort compared _ 


_ with Caswell. There are forty guns mounted, including one 8-inch 


‘Columbiad (rifled) and two Whitworth guns. The fort is built of cab- 
bage-wood, filled in with sand 14 feet thick. At Brunswick, up Cape 
Fear River, there is a strong work, and some 5 miles below Wilmington 
there is a stronger fortification in process of building. 

The channels are all obstructed, with only a narrow passage, which 
is reported easily stopped when necessity requires, being defended by 
batteries on either side. 

The iron-clads are to be perfected whenever iron is landed, intended 
mainly for river defense. 

In my opinion the present moment is the best time to attack Wil- 
mington and the adjacent forts. The longer the enterprise is delayed 
the more difficult it will prove to be, as a large number of men are kept 
at work strengthening the fortifications. I believe the troops should 
be Janded in the vicinity of Fort Caswell, although Masonborough 
Inlet should be examined in this connection, but a military reconnais- 
sance will determine the relative advantages of the two places. 

At the last accounts there were about 4,000 troops in the vicinity of 
Wilmington. The yellow fever has entirely disappeared. 

Salt is selling at $150 (Confederate money) per sack, or about $60 per 
bushel, and everything else in proportion, which is a proof that the 


blockade has been effectual. Gold is exchanged at the rate of $2.25 


Confederate scrip for $1 in gold. 

Let me repeat that the golden moment for action has arrived. 

About 700 persons died from yellow fever in October and November 
out of a population of about 2,500. ; 

The impression is that if Fort Caswell is taken Fort Fisher will be 
abandoned. ; 

I an, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. A. PARKER, 
Commander. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } [DECEMBER 9, 1862.?] 
No. 76. ‘ 

Being about to move once more the general commanding must again 
call attention to the conduct of the troops in pillaging, straying from 
the ranks, &c., and further orders that no one leave the ranks; that all 
foraging, unless by special order [from] division headquarters, and pil- 
laging is strictly prohibited; and brigade, regimental, and company 
commanders will see that the orders are carried out, and that no scenes 
of disgrace like those of Hamilton be permitted. 

Major Frankle is pee eee a the march. 

of Major-General Foster: 
Se reaiide 4 SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., December 10, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. M. C. MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General, U. S. A.: 
GENERAL: The gunboat was launched to-day at Norfolk and was 
named General Jesup, after one of your predecessors. Captain Lud- 


low thinks he can complete her in forty days. I will see that she is - 
properly armed and manned. She is a beautiful, and I trust will be a | 


useful, vessel. c 
The amount (about $6,000) expended on her before she came into 
our hands was contributed by the ladies of Norfolk under the régime 
of the insurgents. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
_Major- General. 


SUFFOLK, December 10, 1862. 
Major-General DIx: 

I am sorry that a move is expected so soon. Unless I have some 
rest I fear I shall break down altogether and be of no use. Foster will 
be at the place designated on the 20th. He said he expected to keep 
Wesseils for a move to Wilmington. If so he will be gone till January. 
Troops are being inspected, requisitions made, and everything supplied. 
The instruction is crowded as rapidly as possible. Ferry knows all my 
views and plans and what kind of transportation will be needed on 
moving from here. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major. General. 


Fort Monroe, December 10, 1862. 
Major-General PECK: 

What can I doif you go away? You are entitled to go, and per- 
mission would be granted if you ask it. General Halleck advises me 
that my command must be ready to move the moment Wessells re- 
turns, perhaps before, say by the 20th. I send you twenty iron wagons. 
They are not the improved pattern. They are intended to float and 
hold up their running gear. When detached from the carriages they 
are pontoons. Try them in the Nansemond. ; 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT.OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., December 10, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 


Commander-in-Chief U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I am about to take the 
field again against the enemy in the direction of Goldsborough. 

The information that I have received is to the effect that the enemy’s 
Government is turning its attention to the importance of guarding the 
lines of communication to the south, and, if possible, of recovering some 
portion of the eastern portion of this State, the rich products of which 
would at this time be very valuable as supplies to their commisgariat. 
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Two brigades have already arrived to re-enforce the troops already 


in the State for this purpose. I think by timely action I may disap- 


point their expectation, and shall therefore move on Kinston to-morrow 
morning at daybreak. I hope to defeat two brigades that are known to 
be there before assistance can arrive from Wilmington or Weldon or 
Tarborough. Succeeding in this, I shall push on to Goldsborough, de- 
stroy its railroad bridge, and another bridge across a swamp 10 miles 
south of Goldsborough, and then return to New Berne to. prepare for 


_ an immediate attack on Wilmington. 


[I sincerely trust that the re-enforcements asked for in my letter of 
the 18th November, together with the officers of experience required to 
command brigades, may be sent me as soon as the exigencies of the 
service will permit. 

My preseut force of infantry, consisting of 9,000 men capable of 
marching and ‘fighting, 6,000 of whom are new—nine months’ men—is 
too weak to give a good support to my forty pieces of artillery and to 
afford a fair chance of success against the older troops of the enemy in 
frontofus. I have therefore found it necessary to borrow from General 
Dix the services for a time of General Wessells’ brigade, consisting of 
six regiments (2,200 men). These regiments were kindly promised me 
at the time [ telegraphed to you from Old Point Comfort, and met me 
according to appointment on the night of the 6th instant on the Chowan 
River, where I received them on board my transports and brought them 
to this place, arriving yesterday. 

General Peck has agreed to make a simultaneous attack on the 
Blackwater, from Suffolk, in which our gunboats are to co-operate. 

Even if I do not succeed in my expectations I hope my movement 
may be useful as a demonstration in favor of the Army of the Potomae. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort Monroek, VaA., December 11, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 

Major-General Peck is in great danger of breaking down unless he 
can have rest for twenty days. None can feel his loss at this time half 
so much as myself, for he has been all that I could ask in putting 
Suffolk in a state of defense and in preparing the troops tor the field. 
But, feeling that it is absolutely necessary for him to have a respite, I 
respectfully ask it for him, and I telegraph in order that it may com- 
mence at once, if approved. 

JOHN A. DIX, ° 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, December 12, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 

Will end it here; will remain. We are very thin in numbers here. 
Ferry left at noon yesterday for Zuni, &c. Was to have been across at 
daylight. Writes the roads are in horrible condition. Was five hours 
moving 4 miles near Windsor. It is almost impossible to move in this 
country for the swamps and roads. 

Any particulars from Fredericksburg? Captain Flusser writes that 


the enemy burned about two-thirds of Plymouth. 
; : JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 
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Fort MONROE, VA., December 12, 1862. 
Major-General HALLECK: 


Major-General Peck telegraphs that his expedition to Zuni found the 
roads very bad. Our troops have not succeeded in crossing. The 
enemy has been strongly re-enforced. Sharp firing has been going om 
all day across the river. General Peck says the demonstration is hav- 
ing the effect of drawing troops to this quarter, so that on the whole 
line we shall greatly benefit General Foster. I have a dispatch from 
General Foster this morning informing me that he should leave New 
Berne at daybreak yesterday. Wessells was with him. He says the 
enemy in his front has been strengthened, and he expects a hard fight. 
The Pennsylvania regiments are arriving with wretched arms. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SUFFOLK, December 12, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 


We have captured a rebel captain and 12 men; wounded and killed 
a good many of the enemy. The cars are running actively on the 


Petersburg road. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monron, December 12, 1862. 
Major-General PECK: 


I have twenty days’ leave for you. Please come to me as soon as vow 
can safely in reference to movements on the Blackwater. 
e 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


FoRT MONROE, December 12, 1862. 
Major-General PEOK, Suffolk: 
Nothing new from Fredericksburg. Burnside is in possession, 
Have you received my dispatch notifying you of your leave of absence? 
You say the cars are running actively on the Petersburg road. You 
mean the enemy, of course. Cannot we use the road from Suffolk down 
to the river at Windsor ? 
JOHN. A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, December 12, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: ? ) 


If all is favorable through the night from the Blackwater I will run 
down in the morning and see you, as per your telegram of this date. 


JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


. \ 
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; SUFFOLK, December 12, 1862. — 
Major-General Dix: 
Your telegram in respect to leave is received. You requested me to 
come down as soon as I could safely, which I construed as business rel- 
ative to which you desired to see me before I availed myself of the 
leave. Is this right, or did you wish me to stop as I passed North? 
We have drawn a large force to the river since the arrangement with 
General Foster. If all is quiet I will visit you and return here to-mor- 
row. We cannot use the road much beyond Windsor. I meant the 
enemy’s cars. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, December 12, 1862. 
Major-Generai PECK, Suffolk: 
- I did not wish you to come here till you are on your way home. It 
would be a loss of time to come and go back to Suffolk. But Iam anx- 
_lous that you should take your leave as soon as you safely can. How 
long do you propose to let Ferry remain at the river? Where were the 
captain and wounded men captured? Foster left New Berne yesterday 
morning. The enemy have retired behind their breastworks at Fred- 
ericksburg. Burnside’s main force is over and a fight is expected to- 
morrow. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 13, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. : 

A severe battle all day near Fredericksburg. A part of the enemy’s 
line carried. Can you not makea diversion by a demonstration on 
Richmond? If so, no time should be lost. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Fort MONROE, VA., December 13, 1862. 

Major-General HALLECK : 

In view of General Burnside’s movements, as well as General Foster’s, 
I am doing all my means will allow to make a diversion. On Tuesday 
I went to Gloucester and reviewed the troops. Having been at York- 
town last week I arranged with General Naglee to make a demonstra- 
tion in Gloucester County as far as the court-house, and farther on if 
he found it safe to do so. I have this moment received the following 
dispatch from him, dated in King and Queen County : 


I have just scattered the King and Queen County cavalry and burned their bar- 
racks and camp. Have taken a large herd of hogs and sbeep intended for the rebel 
- commissariat. Shall be to-morrow at Saluda, near Urbana. 


My only fear is that he is going too far, as the insurgents use their 
railroad from Richmond to the White House. He has four regiments 
of infantry, a battery, and three squadrons of cavalry. Major-General 
Peck has just left here, and will see you to-morrow morning. The en- 
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emy has a larger force on the Blackwater than we have at Suffolk. The 
Pennsylvania troops are perfectly raw, and have arms that are unfit for 
use. It would not do to put them in the field at present. General Peck 
will explain more fully. I will do all I can to keep the enemy occupied 
in this quarter. With the exception of the Pennsylvania Militia, my 
force fit for duty is only about 19,000, in the absence of Wessells’ bri- 
gade, and I have a line of 70 miles in extent to protect. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Hpaers. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., December 13, 1862. 
Hon. HK. M. STANTON: 


Sir: Complaints have been made by those who take a strong interest 
in the condition of fugitives from service here, usually denominated 
‘‘contrabands,” that their labor since they have been employed by the 
United States has not been fally paid for. There are other grounds of 
complaint also, and with a view to remove them I desire to make the 
following suggestions, viz: 

1st. The labor of these persons was not paid for until November 1, 
1861, at which time a system of compensation was adopted under Major- 
General Wool. Before that time a large number of them had been em- 
ployed and supplied with food and clothing. If the payment of wages 
was right after November 1 it would have been equally right before 
that time. The only difficulty is in ascertaining the exact amount of 
labor performed. Up to July 4, 1861, an accurate account was kept, and 
at the rate of $10 per month per man they were then entitled to $970. 
From July 4 to November 1, 1861, no rolls were kept, and the amount 
of labor performed during the interval is uncertain. There are, how- 
ever, Some data for an estimate. The numbers employed July 4 and 
November 1 are known, and by assuming a mean number a proxima- 
tion to the truth may be reached. I do not put this mean higher than 
200. At the above rate of compensation they would have earned $2,000 
per month for the respective months of July, August, September, and 
October—deducting four days from the first-named month—and amount- . 
ing in the aggregate to $7,741.95. 

While Captain Tallmadge, quartermaster (recently deceased), was 
charged with the employment and compensation of these persons some 
arrearages accumulated, which, for reasons that need not be mentioned, 
remain unpaid. On the 1st of March, 1862, there was due to them the 
sum of $1,171.75. Their earnings during the month of March amount 
to the sum of $2,450. Both these sums should be paid. Many of the 
persons who performed the labor on account of which these arrears ae- 
crued are no longer here and many of them will not be found. It is 
therefore respectfully suggested that after waiting a reasonable time 
(Say six months) for the claimants to present themselves, the balance 
unclaimed shall become a fund for the relief and support of the poor 
who are fugitives from service. 

There is admitted to be due from the subsistence department $152, 
There is also due from the hospital department the sum of $880 for the 
services of 220 colored nurses during the months of November and De- 
cember, 1861, and January and February, 1862. In these two cases there 
will be the same difficulty in ascertaining the persons to whom the money 
is due, and the same disposition is recommended. The payment of these 
amounts requiring the order of the Secretary of War, as do also the 
three bills forwarded with an explanatory letter by the commanding 
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neral of this department October 9, 1862, said three bills amounting 


in the aggregate to $1,479.34, I respectfully ask for such an order. 


There are arrears now due for several months, which, like those that 


have accrued in the military service, are unpaid; but they are within 


the authority of the quartermaster and will be paid when he is in funds 
without any further order. The amount of these arrears, December 1, 
is about $16,590.91, making, with the sums before mentioned, an aggre- 
gate of $31,435.95 now due for contraband labor. 

2d. In order to remove the contraband women and children from con- 


~ tact with the camps—a contact injurious to both—they have been trans- 


ferred to Craney Island, where quarters are in preparation for them, and 
where they will be required to furnish such labor as they are able to 
perform in picking oakum, fishing, &c. It is respectfully asked that 
the needful authority be given to supply rooms for schools and places 
of worship at moderate expense for them. The Government having 
adopted the policy of receiving these fugitives, and, by implication, 


_ promised them protection and security, it is respectfully submitted that 


‘some provision should be made for their intellectual and religious as 
well as for their physical wants. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
Petersburg, Va., December 13, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 
Commanding U. 8. Forces, New Gerne, N. C.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 4th instant, inclosing a copy of one ad- 
dressed by you to General J. G. Martin, has been received. 

War, even when conducted by the acknowledged rules of Christian 
nations, inflicts so many evils on society that they should not be in- 
creased by the lawless acts of soldiers. 

It affords me much gratification to learn that the acts of depredation 
referred to in my letter ‘were not only not done by your orders but 
against them and against your strongest efforts to prevent them,” and 
it is to be hoped no future cause for complaints will be given by your 
forces. : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
8S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, December 14, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 
Commanding, &c., Department of North Carolina : 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 10th is just received. At the present 
time it is not possible to send you any of the re-enforcements asked. If 
you should be unable to make any considerable advances into the in- 
terior it is hoped, nevertheless, that you will keep employed a large 
force of the enemy by your demonstrations. Later in the season we 
shall probably be able to give you additional troops. That, however, 
must depend upon the condition of affairs elsewhere. 

Very respectfully, 

, H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 
3l R R—VOL XVII 
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Fort Monroe, VA., December 14, 1862. i) 

P. H. Warson, Assistant Secretary of War: 

The arms brought here by the Pennsylvania drafted militia are for 
the most part the altered flint-lock musket, caliber .69. They were 
reported to me unfit for service. Lieutenant Baylor will inspect those 
at Newport News to-day and at Suffolk to-morrow, and a special report 
will be made. I do not desire any fancy arms, or even rifled muskets. 
Safe and serviceable rifled Springfield smooth-bores, caliber .69, are per- 


fectly satisfactory. JOHN A. DIX 
ai . 
Major- General. 


WASHINGTON, December 14, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix: 

Have fully talked over with General Halleck affairs, as you desired. 
He says he wants us to occupy the enemy on the Blackwater and keep 
as many of them there as possible. He thinks we have done all we 
could with the means there. Attacks and demonstrations so as to keep 
the enemy busy and alarmed. The four regiments you spoke of he 
wishes me to say are for you, and to make such disposition as you deem 
best. 

If you decide to give them to me I would suggest that their removal 
to Suffolk will be much to their advantage. 

At Willard’s until morning. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


YORKTOWN, VA., December 15, 1862. 
Colonel VAN BUREN: 
I completed my reconnaissance yesterday. 
Dispersed the rangers in Middlesex. Destroyed a large tannery em- 
ployed by the rebel government, and returned with 15 prisoners at 2 
this a. m. 


NAGLER. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HDQRS. OF THE Army, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 394, Washington, December 15, 1862. 
* * * * * * * 

IV. Brig. Gen. R. Busteed, U. 8S. Volunteers, will immediately report 
for duty to Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U.S. Volunteers, at Fort Monroe, Va. 

By command of Major-General Halleck : 

K. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 16, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. : 

General Banks organized his own command and it was supposed he 
had taken Corcoran’s brigade. He failed to report what troops he took 
with him. As the brigade is in your department it will be considered 
under your command, 

H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in-Ch ief, 
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ea could WASHINGTON, December 16, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 
General Burnside’s army recrossed the Rappahannock during the 


night, and the pontoon bridges have been taken up. Raining hard 


there. ; 
A. STAGER. 


Fort Monroe, December 17, 1862. 
General FERRY, Suffolk: 

Have you tried the iron wagon-bodies to ascertain if they will an- 
swer the purpose of pontoons? I have ordered four new regiments of 
Pennsylvania Militia to you. 

JOHN A. DIX, 

Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, December 17, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: ; 
Have tried the pontoons. They will not work. Will make full re- 
port by messenger to-morrow. ‘ 
O. S. FERRY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Fort Monroe, December 18, 1862. 
Brigadier-General FERRY : 
- I sent for Colonel Spear to ascertain the truth of reports in regard to 
rebel forces at Franklin. I have long desired to cross and capture or 
disperse them. I think it can be done. If you agree with me send 
Foster with 3,400 cavalry, Spear’s regiment, and 300 of Dodge’s rifles, 
and Howard’s or Follett’s artillery, with a section of Davis’. As soon 
as possible I will make a diversion above Smithfield. Spear left at 11 
for Suffolk. See him as to details of proposed movement. I did not 
send for you because I did not wish you to leave Suffolk. Let me hear 
from you. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, December 18, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 

I think the movement proposed by you might now succeed, and un- 
less otherwise directed by you will send out the expedition to-morrow. 
You will get reports from me this afternoon of the last scouting parties. 

O. S. FERRY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Fort MonRogE, December 18, 1862. 
Brigadier-General FERRY: 
Let your expedition go to-morrow night. If there is time I will land 
a force in Burwell’s Bay, above Smithfield, to-morrow night. Send me 
the West End at once. Let me know to-night if you can get ready to- 


morrow night, 
c 8 JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, 
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SUFFOLK, December 18, 1862. — 
Major-General Dix: 

The West End has gone to Norfolk for coal and will arrive there 
about this time or a little later. y 
O. S. FERRY, 

Brigadier- General. 


SUFFOLK, December 18, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 

I have this evening a report from my post at Providence Church that 
the enemy are this side the Blackwater, near Isle of Wight Court- 
House, in force. I am sending out a detachment to reconnoiter. I do 
not think it advisable to undertake the other expedition till the detach- 
ment returns and reports the facts. 

O. S. FERRY, 
Brigadier-General. 


SUFFOLK, December 18, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 
The report about a rebel force at Isle of Wight is not well founded. 
I have examined the parties from whom it was derived. Colonel Spear 
has not returned yet. I based my opinion of the possibility of taking 
' Franklin upon his former reports. I have this evening talked with 
Colonel Foster, who was out with Wessells. I think you should see 
him before ordering an expedition. I will send him to the fort to-mor- 
row if you think best. Heis a brave, experienced, and judicious officer. 
O. S. FERRY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Fort Monro, December 19, 1862. 
Brigadier-General FERRY: 

Let me know if Colonel Foster is coming here; if not, when you send 
out the expedition. No time should be lost, as Burnside’s retreat leaves 
Lee’s army at liberty, and in a few days you may have 20,000 or 30,000 
men on the Blackwater. My force is ready. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
SUFFOLK, December 19, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 
Colonel Foster is on the way to you now with dispatches from me. 
O. 8S. FERRY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Fort Monroe, December 19, 1862. 
Major-General Prcx : 

Colonel Spear is confident he can cross 2 miles above South Quay with 
3,500 infantry, 1,000 cavalry, and eight pieces of artillery and take 
Franklin, General Ferry thinks 5,000 infantry necessary. What think 
you? Answer immediately. I shall make a diversion from Smithfield 
the day before. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major- General, 
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epee SUFFOLK, VA., December 19, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: " : 


The expedition talked of, to be successful, should have six good pon- 
toons, 5,000 infantry, two batteries of artillery, and 1,000 cavalry. , The 
fords are not to be relied on; making bridges of felled trees will not do 
for artillery. We cannot spare the above number of infantry suitable 
for the undertaking at present and have not the pontoons. I will write 
you my views to-morrow. 

O. S. FERRY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Fort Monroe, December 20, 1862. 
eth % 
Brigadier-General FERRY: 


Can you not improvise some pontoons? There should bé no delay. 
- I will be very glad to have you lead the expedition, but no time should 
be lost in moving. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, [WASHINGTON,| December 20, 1862. 
Major-General D1x: 


Spear reported 12,000 about Franklin. If Foster and Burnside have 
relieved the recent excess on our front, an attack is desirable; would 
- hazard nothing. Not less than 5,000 ought to be sent; 7,000 would be 
better. As the troops are benefited by such duty we should always 
|send] enough. McClenna’s Crossing is about the point. Great excite- 
ment in public mind since the late disaster. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, December 20, 1862. 
Brigadier-General FERRY: 


How many infantry have you fit for the expedition? I can give you 
some from this post and Yorktown, but in that case I must send you 
an officer ranking Colonel Foster, and abandon the diversion toward 
Zuni and Wakefield. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., December 20, 1862. 
Major-General DIx: 


I can furnish 1,000 cavalry; that is enough. I can make the 5,000 
infantry by putting in two of the newest regiments. I can put General 
Spinola in command with Foster to lead the advance. I can issue my 
orders at 9 o’clock forenoon and have the column in march at 3 o’clock 
afternoon of the same day, which is the usual hour, 

O. S. FERRY, 
Brigadier-General. 


es yeas "op SS ieee nee 
ARG “NORTH CAROLINA AND 8. &. VIRGINIA. 


Fort MonRoE, December 20, 1862. 
Brigadier-General FERRY: : 


The expedition is one of importance and great delicacy, and if our 
forces succeed in crossing will need a commanding officer experienced 
in the management of troops. I will give General Spinola an early 
opportunity of seeing active service, but think another occasion will 
be better for him and us. : 

JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 
Abstract Srom Tri-monthly Return of the Department of Virginia (Seventh Army Corps), 


Maj. Gen. John A, Dix commanding, for December 20, 1862 (headquarters Fort Monroe, 
Va.). 
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Fort Monroe, Va. 
3d New York Infantry. 
Newport News, Va. 


69th New York [N.G. A.]. 
155th New York. 
164th New York. 
170th New York. 
175th New York (detachment). 


Suffolk, Va. 


13th Indiana. 
39th Hlinois. 
6th Massachusetts. 
_ 112th New York. 
130th New York. 
132d New York. 
158th New York. 
62d Ohio. 
67th Ohio. 
58th Pennsylvania. 
85th Pecusrivania (battalion of). 
158th Pennsylvania. 
165th Pennsylvania. ‘ 
166th Pennsylvania. 
167th Pennsylvania. 
168th Pennsylvania. 
17ist Pennsylvania. 
174th Pennsylvania. 
175th Pennsylvania. 
176th Pennsylvania. 
177th Pennsylvania. 
1st New York Mounted Rifles. 


lith Pennsylvania Cavalry (ten com- 


panies). 
7th Massachusetts Battery. 
4th U.S. Artillery, Battery D. 
4th U. S. Artillery, Battery L. 
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Troops in ) the , Department of Virginia, commanded by Maj. Gen. John A, 
Dix, December 20, 1862. 


Camp Hamilton, Va. 


139th New York. 
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company C. 
Roberts’ Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery 
(three companies). 
2d Wisconsin Battery. 
4th Wisconsin Battery. 


Norfolk, Va. 


99th New York. 
148th New York. 
173d Pennsylvania. 
19th Wisconsin. 
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company M. 
7th New York Battery. 


Yorktown, Va. 


llth Maine. 
56th New York. 
8ist New York. 
98th New York. 
100th New York. 
Independent Battalion, New York (En- 
fans Perdus). 
52d Pennsylvania. 
104th Dede yant 
169th Pennsylvania. 
172d Pennsylvania. 
178th Pennsylvania. 
179th Pennsylvania. 
6th New York Cavalry (two companies). 
5th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
Ist aby York Light Artillery, Battery 


1st New York Light Artillery, Battery 
isl 

8th New York Battery. 

1st Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Bat- 
tery E. 

1st Ponnsyyanin Light Artillery, Bat- 


y HO. 
5th vu S. Daritieg, Battery M. 


DETACHED. 
Wessells’ Brigade.* 


85th New York. 
92d New York. 
96th New York. 
85th Pennsylvania. 
101st Pennsylvania. 
103d Pennsylvania. 


Fort MonRoE, December 21, 1862. 


Major-General HALLECK, Gencral-in-CVief : 
Two sailing vessels have arrived here from New York to take Cor- 
coran’s brigade to General Banks. Two more, I learn, are coming. 


*lore rrom RETURN.—Belongs to the command at Suffolk, but is now on detached 
service in North Carolina. 
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Two of them will be needed—one to take the sick and convalescents left 


here and another to take horses now here belonging to the expedition. 
As Corcoran is not to go, what shall be done with the two other trans- 


ports when they arrive? 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., December 21, 1862. 
Major-General D1rx, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

The convalescents, stores, horses, &c., belonging to General Banks’ 
expedition will be sent forward. It will be determined in the course 
of two or three days whether Corcoran’s brigade will go or not. In 
the mean time the two transports for that purpose will await orders. 
Give us all the information you can about the enemy’s movements. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Fort Monrog, VA., December 21, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 

My man has arrived from Richmond. General Anderson’s division, 
reported 13,000 strong, from Hanover County ; the division of one of the 
HilPs, from the direction of Fredericksburg, 9,000 strong, and Hood’s, 
from Richmond Fair Grounds, about 8,000 strong, have all gone south 
from Richmond since Monday, the 15th. Fifty-three pieces of artillery, 
some of which came from the direction of Fredericksburg, were sent 
across Mayo’s Bridge toward Petersburg on Wednesday night. It was 
reported at Richmond that a large force was coming up the James 
River to land at City Point, and this may have led to the movement of 
artillery. On Wednesday night the Richmond iron-clad got her com- 
missary stores on board. There has been great activity in Richmond 
the last week in the movement of troops through the city in a southerly 
direction, but my informant could not say where they went after leav- 
ing the city; heard that one brigade went toward the Blackwater ; 
thinks the rest went to Weldon. He left Richmond Thursday. Ihave 
found his former statements accurate. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., December 21, 1862. 
Major-General Dix: 

Give me the pontoons and Iwill take command of the expedition and 
leave General Spinola in command here during my absence, or I will 
see the colonels and get them to volunteer to serve under Colonel Fos-. 
ter cheerfully. 

O. S. FERRY, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS FourtTH CoRPs, 
Yorktown, December 21, 1862. 
Col. D. T. VAN BUREN, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
Str: Since my return I have sent three reconnoitering parties, one of 
which captured three horses and some prisoners. Captain Parker has 
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been up at West Point and sent a scout to the White House. The 
enemy has not been discovered in force, but there are indications of an 
intention to attack Williamsburg. I have taken precautions to bar the 
movements of the enemy, and I would like to have the opinion of Major 
General Dix as to the propriety of posting a regiment of infantry at 
Fort Magruder, below Williamsburg. 

I have made two thorough inspections of the four regiments of Penn- 
sylvania drafted militia, which have just arrived here, and found them 
all perfectly green. One of those regiments, the One hundred and 
seventy-second, I have assigned to duty at the heavy guns on the ram- 
parts, and will lose no time in fitting all for service. At the present 
time none of them are in a condition to meet the enemy. F 

It is reported to me that the destruction of the salt-works in Mat- 
thews County was not complete. I have arranged with Captain Parker 
to go with a gunboat and 100 infantry and 50 cavalry on Wednesday 
next and complete that work. 

I am much in want of an energetic brigadier, who understands 
tactics. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
HK. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding Fourth Corps. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP PHILADELPHIA, 
i Hampton Roads, December 21, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN A. DIx, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps: 

GENERAL: The department directs that the complement of the 
Colorado shall be filled up with contrabands, owing to the impossibility 
of shipping men. It will advance the public interest if you will be so 
good as to give such orders as will enable Captain Goldsborough, of the 
Colorado, to receive and ship thirty-two able-bodied contrabands. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
See. au, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Fort Monrok, VA., December 23, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 

I have just arrived from New Berne. My expedition was a perfect 
success.* I burned the railroad bridge at Goldsborough and Mount 
Olive and tore up several miles of the track of the Wilmington and 
Weldon Railroad. We fought four engagements, viz, at Southwest 
Creek, Kinston, White Hall, and Goldsborough, and whipped the en- 
emy handsomely each time. The force of the enemy is now largely in- 
creased in North Carolina from Fredericksburg, rendering the second 
step in my plan of operations of doubtful execution unless I am pretty 
largely re-enforced. Can I communicate freely on this point by tele- 
graph or shall I come to Washington for the purpose? J havea steamer 
here and can be there in ten hours. 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General. 


 * See “Expedition from New Berne to Goldsborough, N. C.”, December 11-20, 1862. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., December 23, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, Fort Monroe: 


Consult fully with General Dix and then come to Washington. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA, 
Hampton Roads, Va., December 23, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe : 

GENERAL: The Belvidere, steamer, with supplies for the army, was 
stopped by the guard vessel below Norfolk because she was not on the 
certified list of the army steamers furnished by you and had not the 
certificate from the quartermaster, Colonel Thomas, as proposed by you 
and agreed to by me. On learning the facts I ordered that the Belvi- 
dere should pass up to Norfolk. Will you be good enough to issue 
such instructions as will prevent a recurrence of the inconvenience aris- 
ing from the omission to comply with the simple and easy arrangement 
made at your instance and which the guard vessels have been instructed 
to comply with? 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
_S. P. LEH, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 24, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN A. Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


It is decided that you send 12,000 men to General Foster’s command. 
Those for whom you have transports will be sent to Beaufort and the 
others marched .across to the Chowan. Please answer immediately 
how many you can send by sea. The troops should be good ones, leav- 
ing the new ones in the forts. I hope to send you a couple of regiments 
from here. This movement must be made in all haste. As soon as Gen- 
eral Foster comes in I will telegraph again. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Fort MONROE, VA., December 24, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HaLueck, 
General-in- Chief : 

If I can take the two sailing vessels intended to carry Corcoran’s bri- 
gade to General Banks I can send 3,500 men to Beaufort by sea. Ican 
also send 1,800 by barges through the canal to Albemarle Sound. My 
force from Suffolk can move to-morrow, if necessary, but it shall not 
reach the Chowan River till the means of transportation are there. 
The steamers here are, with two exceptions, river crafts and not fit to 
go to sea. There will be no inconvenience in using the two transports 
of Banks’ expedition temporarily, as I can retain his convalescent and 
sick at present. The troops will take tents and camp equipage. Shall 
those which go by water take rations? 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 24, 1862. 
Major-General Drx, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


General Foster thinks that the troops which go by land should go to 
Gates’ Ferry, on. the Chowan River, the place where Wessells’ brigade 


~ embarked. 


H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 24, 1862. 


Major-General BURNSIDE, Falmouth, Va.: 


General Foster wishes a brigadier-general—a regular officer of expe- 
rience. Can you give him one? Pleaseanswer. Troops that fought at 
Fredericksburg are now in North Carolina. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Fort MONROE, December 24, 1862. 
Brigadier-General FERRY: ; 
Have your brigades—Spinola’s and Gibbs’—ready to march at a mo- 
ment’s warning. 
JOHN A. DIX, — 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, December 24, 1862. 
Major-General KryxEs, Yorktown : 


Have Naglee’s brigade ready to move by water at a moment’s warn- 
ing. 
5 JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, December 24, 1862. 
Major-General DIx: 
Is there no way in which at least partial payment can be made to these 
-men before leaving? Gibbs and Spinola both report their men desti- 
tute. In my own the families of the men are really suffering, and it 
seriously affects the spirits of the men in the command. 
O. S. FERRY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Fort MonRozk, December 24, 1862. 
Brigadier-Gencral FERRY : 

I have written to Washington repeatedly in regard to the payment of 
the troops. The answer is that after the 1st of January they will be 
paid up to November 1. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


COR tee Lager Anes 
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GENERAL ORDERS, | WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, % 
No, 214. | Washington, December 24, 1862. 

By direction of the President the troops in North Carolina will con- 
stitute the EKighteenth Army Corps, and Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster is as- 
signed to the command. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant- General. 


: 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. OF THE ARMY, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 410. : Washington, December 24, 1862. 
* * * * * * * 

IV. Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer, U. S. Volunteers, is assigned to duty 
with the command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, U. S. Volunteers, Depart- 
ment of North Carolina, and will report in person without delay. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Major-General Halleck: 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 25, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

General Foster left here last evening, and, if not detained by the fog, 
will be with you this forenoon to arrange details. He saw the Com- 
missary-General yesterday about rations. The troops sent to Beaufort 
should take supplies with them unless he directs differently. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Fort Monrog, VA., December 25, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, ; 
General-in- Chief : 

As you wished me to make the movement in haste I am getting all 
the transportation I can find. The Cahawba arrived this morning from 
New York with provisions for Alexandria. She will carry 1,500 troops. 

I am transferring her cargo to two river steamers and shall send it 

without delay to Alexandria, I have transportation enough for at least 

6,000 troops ready. The International, one of the sailing-vessel trans- —« 

ports from New York, got aground on Smith’s Island Shoal yesterday. 

I sent out a strong tug to her last night. If she can be got off she will 

carry 1,000 more troops. General Foster not arrived. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FouRTH ARMy Corps, 
Yorktown, Va., December 25, 1862. 
Col. D. T. VAN Buren, 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of Virginia, Y orktown, Vas + 
COLONEL : In reply to the circular of December 22, 1862, from Head- 
quarters Department of Virginia, I have the honor to report that ths 
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earthworks at Yorktown and Gloucester Point have never been author- 

itatively named. The officers at Gloucester Point, however, have called 

the work after myself, Fort Keyes, and I would beg leave to suggest 
for the work here the name of the major-general commandin g the de- 
partment. May I be informed if these names will be recognized ? 

dig Besides the work at Yorktown and Gloucester the only other work 

is Fort Magruder, about 14 or 2 miles below Williamsburg, garrisoned 
by a company of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

The armament of these works is as follows: 

Fort Magruder.—One 24-pounder howitzer, four 12-pounder howitzers, 

~ one 6-pounder (iron) carriage, one coffee-mill (Union repeating). 

At Yorktown.—Nine 8-inch columbiads, fifteen 20-pounder Parrotts, 
one 8-inch siege howitzer, eight 32-pounders, iron (smooth), four 10-inch 
mortars, five 12-pounder howitzers (brass), ten 3-inch ordnance guns 
(light batteries), two 100-pounder Parrotts, one coffee-mill (Union re- 
peating), fourteen 12-pounder brass Napoleons (light batteries), one 42- 
pounder, iron (smooth), five 30-pounder Parrotts, one 32-pounder car- 

_ronade, one 32-pounder (light ship gun), one 10-inch columbiad. 
- At Gloucester Point.—The only armament consists of one battery (four 
guns) of 3-inch ordnance guns. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding Corps. 


HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., December 26, 1862. 


His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States : 


Str: In your order authorizing me to permit the people of Norfolk 
to send to the loyal States the products of their labor the Nansemond 
River was notincluded. Suffolk is at the head of navigation, and the 
river is used by us in transporting our supplies to our troops there. 
There are oysters, shingles, and other articles on the river belonging 
to Northern people as well as to the people of Norfolk, and wanted in 
the loyal States. May I ask the extension of my authority to permit 
these articles to go North, by a new order from you, that of November 
12 not being construed by Admiral Lee to cover these cases. 

The inclosed papers, which 1 beg to have returned to me, show the 
hardship of the cases referred to.* I take the liberty to annex the 
order I need for your consideration, and am, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
[Inclosure. ] 
EXECUTIVE MANSION. 
Ordered, That the order of the 12th of November, in regard to trade 
with Norfolk, be extended to Suffolk and the Nansemond River, so far 
as the commander of the department shall deem necessary for military 
purposes. 


* Not found, 
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Fort Monrox, VA., December 26, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


General Foster left last evening for New Berne. The troops com- 


mence embarking at Yorktown to-day. The transports will be obliged 


to return from Beaufort and take another load, as General Foster can — 
only take 4,000 from the Chowan. The International is lost near — 


Smith’s Island. Her cargo will be saved. My force fit for duty is less 


than 25,000 men. I shall have but 12,000 left. I shall have but 5,000 ~ 


at Suffolk and 2,500 at Yorktown. On the Blackwater there is a large 
force, and since Naglee’s expedition the rebels have occupied Gloucester 
County, and General Keyes writes me they are menacing Gloucester 
Point. Twenty thousand men is the smallest number that can be relied 
on to hold Williamsburg, Yorktown, Gloucester, this fort, Norfolk, and 
Suffolk. I earnestly request that I may be re-enforced before the troops 
for General Foster’s command get away. They embrace nearly every 
regiment that has been under fire. I lose, also, General Naglee and 


General Ferry, my only brigadiers who have had any experience in the — 


field, except General Viele, who cannot at this moment be spared from 
Norfolk. I asked for the promotion of Colonel Alford, of the Third 
New York Volunteers, to the rank of brigadier. He will be needed at 
once. If General Lockwood can be spared from the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia I should like to have him. My new troops need experienced 
generals. ; 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, December 26, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe: 

There are reported for duty this morning in my brigade, 3,324; in 
Spinola’s, 3,411; in Gibbs’ (including 250 of Wessells’ men), 3,057. 
Hence it appears that by adding one regiment to either of the bri- 
gades the 7,000 ordered will take but two brigades. Which two shall 
Isend? Please answer soon as possible. 

O. S. FERRY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Prive Fort Monroek, December 26, 1862. 
Brigadier-General FERRY: 

Take Spinola’s and add to it a regiment of 600 men, and put Wes- 
sells’ men in your brigade. Naglee has many sick, and I must take 
7,500 from your command. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HDQRS. OF THE ARMY, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 414. Washington, December 26, 1862. 
* * 


* * * * * 


VI. Brig. Gen. H. D. Terry, U. S. Volunteers, will report for duty to 


Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U. 8. Volunteers, Fort Monroe, Va. 
By command of Major-General Halleck: 

) E. ). TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


Ci) 
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2 SUFFOLK, December 27, 1862. 
_ Major-General Dix: ? 


Reports are reaching me from Carrsville and Windsor of the appear- 
ance of the enemy in force on this side the river. I have sent out 
scouting parties with orders to report as rapidly as possible. 


¥ O. S. FERRY, 
Brigadier- General. 


— ns 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. C., December 27, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, 
Comdg. Dept. of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va.: 


GENERAL: Your favor of [13th] instant I received to-day. I most 
fully agree with you that war is most horrible in the misery and ruin it 
must cause, even when carried on according to the acknowledged rules 
of Christian nations, and therefore beg to call your attention to and ask 
if it was by your approval that in the recent attack on Plymouth many 
~ houses and other buildings were fired, and to that extent families ruined 
and rendered homeless; that only want of time prevented other damage 
being done. I would also call your attention to the case of Mrs. Phelps, 
who was shot dead by a Confederate soldier. On occupying the town 
of Kinston recently the streets were found in many cases full of burning 
cotton, naval stores, &c., a destruction of property which I do not know 
your approval or disapproval of. The effect was that one house was set 
on fire, and that it was only by the greatest effort of officers and soldiers 
that a large portion of the town was saved from destruction. 

Trusting that by our united efforts the war within our departments 
may be robbed of some of its horrors, I am, general, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpg@Rs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., December 29, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 
Commanding Department of North Carolina : 


GENERAL: Four thousand troops left Suffolk yesterday morning for , 
Winfield; they will arrive to-day. Four thousand five hundred left and 
will leave within twenty-four hours, commencing at sunset last evening, 
by water. The remaining 3,500 will be sent as rapidly as transports 
arrive—part to-morrow and the rest, I think, by the 2d of January ; per- 
haps before. 1 send you every old regiment I have except one, which 
is in this fort. 

One hundred tons ammunition leave to-morrow for Beaufort. Two 
thousand shovels and spades and the sand-bags are here and will go 
with the ammunition. Part of the wagons and ambulances go with the 
troops; the rest will be sent in time. ; 

I believe nothing has been left undone, The bearer will receive any 
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commands you may have for Washington or me. Let me knowif [can | 


do anything here. 
Wishing you a success equal to that at Goldsborough, I am, respect- 


fully and truly, yours, STR a THE 
3 . aN, 


Major-General. 


Pp. S.—I found a change in the troops at Suffolk necessary. You will 
get— 


1. Ferry’s brigade, including 300 of Wessells’ men.-t-.-.-.------------- -=-- 3, 600 
2. Spinola’s brigade ..-..--------------+ e272 22-22 eee Sen ES Shoen Oia 4, 000 
3. Naglee’s brigade .... ...--------- ---- 20 eee nee coon ee tenes cence sree sere 4, 080 
4, Independent Battalion, New York ..---.-----------+-+-+2-++-222 22 acer- 250 
11, 930 


Some convalescents will carry the number, I think, above 12,000. 


Fort Monroe, VA., December 29, 1862. 
‘Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 
General Foster’s arrangement with me was to have everything in 
North Carolina by the 4th proximo, before which day he could not be 
ready to land and prepare the troops to march. The day for marching 
was fixed for the 8th. I think it proper to advise you of these arrange- 
ments and of what I have done. I have just sent a special messenger 
to him with the following information : 


Four thousand troops left Suffolk for Chowan River yesterday morning; 4,500 left 


and to leave by water yesterday and to-day; remaining 3,500 leave as fast as trans- 
ports arrive—part to-morrow and the rest by January 2 at farthest. One hundred 
tons ammunition, 2,000 spades and shovels, and 10,000 sand-bags leave to-morrow. 
Part of wagons and ambulances go with troops; the rest in time. 


JOHN A. DEX 
Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, VA., December 29, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 

Jolonel Gibbs was sent out early yesterday morning toward the Black- 
water to occupy the attention of the enemy while a force of 4,000 men 
for General Foster went down to the Chowan. The colonel fell in with 
the enemy’s scouts a short distance from our pickets, drove them, and 
captured 9. They report Pryor 4 miles on this side of the Blackwater 
with two brigades of infantry, two regiments of cavalry, and nine pieces 
of artillery. I send Corcoran’s brigade from Newport News to Suffolk 
to-day. General Ferry will leave Suffolk with 3,500 men as fastas trans- 
portation can be furnished, commencing this evening. The Fourth Del- 
aware and One hundred and fifteenth New York have arrived at York- 
town, where my infantry was reduced to 1,700 by the withdrawal of 
Naglee’s brigade. Two or three good regiments in addition to those I 
have would enable me to drive Pryor across the Blackwater, unless he 
is re-enforced. To give success to General Foster’s movements I beg 
to suggest that General Burnside should press the enemy incessantly. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, 


q 
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' WASHINGTON, D. C., December 30, 1862. 
Major-General BURNSIDE, Falmouth : , 

General Dix telegraphs that in order to succeed in his own and Fos- 
ter’s operations it will be necessary that you occupy and press the 
enemy so as to prevent large detachments. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


= Fort MONROE, VA., December 30, 1862. 
~ Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 
General-in- Chief : 

When I telegraphed you in regard to my force I had before me the 
last return from Suffolk, which did not embrace the four last-arrived 
Pennsylvania regiments, so that after sending 12,000 men to Foster my 
aggregate for duty was 15,500 instead of 12,000. The addition of the 
Fourth Delaware and One hundred and fifteenth New York, now here, 
gives me an effective force of 16,900. 

JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


DECEMBER 30, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe: 

The ship at Norfolk draws 144 feet of water. No vessel drawing 
more than 9 feet can enter the harbor of my destination. The captain 
of the ship has sealed orders and no other. I fear he will carry my 
regiment away from its destination. My men have but three days’ ra- 
tions from this morning. If the vessel is to sail, much more will be 
needed ; if to be towed by steam-tugs, they will still require more than 


they have. 
O. S. FERRY, 
Brigadier-General. — 


. DECEMBER 30, 1862. 
Major-General Dix, Yortress Monroe: 

J have turned over the command of this post to General Corcoran, 
who ranks me. I have sent the Sixty-seventh Ohio Regiment, 610 men, 
and the convalescent sick, and officers of the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment of Spinola’s brigade, numbering in all nearly 200 more, together 
with the ammunition and camp and garrison equipage of the Sixty-sev- 

-enth Ohio, to Norfolk this morning to embark on the transport expected 
there this morning according to your dispatch of yesterday. When can 
I expect more transports, and: how many? 

O. S. FERRY, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS HIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. C., December 31, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, 
Comdg. Department of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose copy of a letter addressed to me 
by His Excellency Edward Stanly, Military Governor of North Caro- 
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lina. The letter explains itself, and I have merely to request an answer — 
from you whether the acts complained of by the Governor have your — 
sanction; and whether, as he desires to know, the negroes mentioned 
will be returned to their master? I also beg leave to inclose a slip from 
the Raleigh Standard in relation to the prisoners recently paroled and 
released by me at Kinston and other places between here and Golds- 
borough, and request to know whether these men are compelled to per- 
form the duties therein stated contrary to their parole of honor. Some 
time during the latter part of November Surgeon Hunt, post surgeon 
at Washington, N. C., while taking a ride outside of our lines, was fired 
upon by parties in ambush and killed immediately. His person was 
rifled, and, among other things, a watch was taken from him which his 
relatives are very anxious to obtain possession of. If it is within your 
power will you please have this watch returned ? 
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[{Inclosure. } 


DEPARTMENT OF NoRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., December 29, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, 
Commanding, &c. : 

GENERAL: I have been informed that a portion of the forces of the 
enemies of the United States recently invaded the county of Washing- 
ton and, among other depredations committed upon innocent citizens, 
they seized and carried away against their consent and against the 
consent of their owners a large number of slaves. From the home of 
Mr. M. Bowen they took away several of his negroes who had been 
faithful to him, and whom he protected and humanely supported. This 
outrage has not the defense attempted for the African slave trade, “that 
it brought uncivilized beings under the influence of Christianity and 
civilization.” This robbery takes civilized beings from their families 
and homes; it deprives a kind master of his property and punishes 
slaves for their fidelity to him. I cannot believe the good people of 
North Carolina will justify such conduct. To thé barbarous and will- 
ful burning of the town of Plymouth by the enemy your attention has 
already been called, and of that nothing more need be said. As the 
voice of civil authority outside of our lines has no longer any potency, 
I solicit your intervention with those commanding the forces of the 
so-called Confederate States, that we may ascertain by what rules this 
war is to be conducted, and whether those negroes to whom I have 
os are to be delivered up to those to whom their services may be 
due. 

I have the honor to be, &e., 
ED. STANLY, 
Military Governor, Ge. 


> 
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Abstract from Return of the Department of Virginia, Maj. Gen. John A. Dix commanding, 
for the month of December, 1862 (headquarters Fort Monroe, Va.). 
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3d New York Infantry 809 836 830 |. 
Attached garrison........-.......-... 27 27 oF) ees 
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129th New York Infantry ..--..-..-.----2----20+0+-- 


nM Sa a i ea ari 64| 1,569 | 2,097| 2,169| 2 188 4 
LS ane ioc | 10} ‘396| °456] °494| "517| 18 
Yorktown.—Maj. Gen. E. D. Keyes and staff............| 10 |..-..... 10 10 10, eas sen 
Infantry... 3,819 | 4,568 | 5,933 |...... 
Artillery .- 478 674 686 28 

UTE ELLISY cemse Eee SERB ESSEC ESSE ERO aE eee ee 1,054: |i W621 180) oases 
Grand total 22, 787 | 25,898 | 28,109| 68 

SUMMARY. 

General, and staff officers, &c......-.------------ so kee 39 3 42 45 45 \io2see 
Tnfantry 756 | 14,845 | 17,807 | 20, 296 | 22, 667 |... 
Artillery | 47| 15385] 1,648] 2,059| 1,862] 64 
(ph ALT S12 Ei I a a 103 | 2'526| 3,290] 3/498 | 3/535 4 


TG contk Re ee ee eee Be 945 | 18,759 | 22, 787 | 25, 898,| 28, ey 68 


Notr.—Brigadier-Generals Ferry, Wessells, and Spinola, with their respective brigades, were trans- 
ferred to the Department of North Carolina, and the following regiments were added to the force at 
Suffolk: One hundred and sixty-fifth, One hundred and sixty-sixth, One hundred and sixty-seventh, 
One hundred and sixty-eighth, One hundred and fifty-eighth, One hundred and seventy-first, One hun- 
dred and seventy-fourth, One hundred and seventy-fifth, One hundred and seventy-sixth, One hundred 
and seventy-seventh Pennsylvania Militia, and One hundred and fifty-eighth New York Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General Naglee’s brigade transferred to Department of North Carolina, and replaced by 
the One hundred and sixty-ninth, One hundred and seventy-second, One hundred and seventy-eighth, 
One hundred and seventy-ninth Pennsylvania Militia, One hundred and fifteenth New York Volun- 
teers, and the Fourth Delaware. 
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821 | 17, 642 | 21, 917 | 27,385 


Organization of troops in the Department of North Carolina (Highteent 


Army Corps), Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, U.S. Army, commanding, Decem- 
ber 31,1862.* | wa 


1 
, 


FIRST DIVISION. ~ 


Brig. Gen. Henry W. WESsSsELLS. 


“3 First Brigade, Second Brigade. 
Ay Brig. Gen. Lewis C. Hunt. Col. THomas G. STEVENSON. 
4 85th New York, Lieut. Col. A. J. Well- | 10th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Robert Leg- j 
man. gett. : 
% 92d New York, Lieut. Col. Hiram An- | 24th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. F. A. Os- _ 
_ derson, jr. . born, 
96th New York, Capt. George W. Hinds. | 44th Massachusetts, Col. F. L. Lee. 
> 85th Pennsylvania, Col. J.B. Howell. 5th Rhode Island, Maj. George W. Tew. 
Be 101st Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. D.M. Ar- 
AS mor, 
» 103d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. W. C. | 
4 Maxwell. 
UNATTAOCHED. 
Amory’s Brigade. Lees Brigade. oP 
Col. T. J. C. Amory. Col. H. C. Lux. 


17th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. J. F, Fel- 
lows. 

43d Massachusetts, Col. C. L. Holbrook. 

45th Massachusetts, Col. C. R. Codman. 

51st Massachusetts, Col. A. B. R. Sprague, 


5th Massachusetts, Col. George H. Peir- 
son. f 
25th Massachusetts, Maj. Josiah Pickett. 
27th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Luke Ly- 


man. 
46th Massachusetts, Col. George Bowler. 


*The division and unattached brigades were organized and the commanders as- 
signed by General Orders, No. 84, Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, December 
aa 1862. The regimental commanders in First Division are given as stated in that 
order, : 


(3p .c ae _ CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 501 


Heckman’s Brigade. Artillery. 

Brig. Gen. Cuarites A. HECKMAN. Brig. Gen. Jamus H. Lepuin. 

3d Massachusetts, Col. Silas P. Rich- | 3d New York (eleven companies), Maj. 
mond. H. M. Stone. 

8th Massachusetts, Col. Fred. J. Coffin. | 23d New York Battery, Capt. A. Ransom. 

23d Massachusetts, Maj. John G. Cham- | 24th New York Battery, Capt. J. E. Lee. 
bers. ist Rhode Island, Battery F, Capt. J. 


9th New Jersey, Maj. Abram Peete, Belger. 
Ist U.S. , Battery C, Lieut. C. Hook. 


- ; OAVALRY. 
| Third New York, Col. S. H. Mrx. 
DETACHMENT FOURTH ARMY OORPS. 
Naglee’s Brigade.* 


Brig. Gen. HENRY M. NAGtien. 


lith Maine, Col. H. M. Plaisted. Independent New York Battalion, Lieut. 
-56th NewYork, Lieut. Col. J. J. Wheeler. Col. Felix Comfort. 

8ist New York, Col. J. J. De Forest. 52d Pennsylvania, Col. John C. Dodge. 
98th New York, Col. Charles Durkee. 104th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. T. D. 
100th New York, Col. George B. Dandy. Hart. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
Morehead City, N. C., January 1, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. D. T. VAN BUREN, Fortress Monroe: 

COLONEL: f£ would respectfully report the arrival at this port of the 
steamer Cahawba, with the Eleventh Maine and Ninety-eighth New 
York. We found entering the harbor just before us the Kennebec, 
with the Highty-first New York, and that the Belvidere had discharged 
the One hundredth New York. Off Hatteras we parted our hawser and 
left the ship Montebello. Soon thereafter the wind shifted to the west 
and-afterward to the northwest, which will insure her prompt arrival. 
The two monitors behaved admirably, and although we had quite a 
heavy blow they stood it with no apparent difficulty. At daylight of 
the 31st, when we saw them last, the storm had abated and the indica- 
tions were all very favorable. 

I have to report to General Foster at 1 p. m. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
HENRY M. NAGLER, 
Brigadier-General. 


Fort MonROg, VA., January 1, 1863. 
General VIELE, Norfolk : 

I learn that a leading citizen of Norfolk has been trying to incite the 
soldiers of the Ninety- ninth New York to murder negroes. If there is 
such a feeling existing the procession which is to ‘take place to-day 
must be watched and, if necessary, stopped, not only on account of the 


feeling referred to but for the security of the negroes themselves. 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major- General. 


* First Brigade, Peck’s division. 


502 NORTH CAROLINA AND 8. E, VIRGINIA. [Cnar. X3 


NorFoik, January 1, 1863. 

Major-General Drx: 
I have taken every precaution to prevent disturbances to-day. I 
know the procession will be a source of deep mortification to the inso- 
lent secessionists here, but I have not felt like pleasing them by stop- 
ping it. It will be certainly very harmless as far as the negroes are 
concerned. If I knew the name of the person you refer to I would ar- 


rest him. 
EGBERT L. VIELE, 
Brigadier-General. 


NorFOLK, January 1, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 
The procession passed off without any disturbance. There were about 


4,000 persons in it. 
EGBERT L. VIELB, 
Brigadier-Generat. 


Fort Monroe, VA., 
January 2, 1863—4 p. m. 
Major-General HALLEOCK, General-in-Chief, and 
General M. C. MEIGS, Quartermaster-General : 

I have been exceedingly unlucky in regard to transports for troops 
to North Carolina. The New York and Georgia, after being loaded, 
were given up as unseaworthy. The Belvidere returned from Beaufort 
the day before yesterday for a second load, broken down, and has gone 
to Baltimore for repairs. The Connecticut was loaded with wagons 
and horses, and came down from Yorktown this morning, but her crew 
refused to go to sea. On examination she also proves unseaworthy, 
and I am now trying to get the John Brooks to take them. She has 
just arrived for service at Washington, and her captain objects to going 
to sea, as her boilers are on her guards. The weather is very fine and 
I think she will go. In that case the Connecticut will take her place at 
Washington. Ten thousand troops have gone; there are 2,000 to go. 
The Cahawba should have been back last night with a transport sailing 
vessel in tow. If they get in to-night there will be time to meet General 
Foster’s arrangements. I thought you ought to know the insufficiency 
of your steamboats for emergencies. 

JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. ° 


HpQrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Fort Monroe, January 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FostsEr, 
Commanding Department of North Carolina: 


GENERAL: We have been very unfortunate in transports. We have 
had to unload two, and two others returned here from Beaufort broken 
down. To-night I send you 1,000 men in the Cahawba; to-morrow, 800 
in the Expounder. There will be but 100 or 200 left; these I expect to 
send to-morrow night. 

The aggregate force I have set apart for you is 14,000. You will 
have 12,000 effectives. I retain the sick. 


he 
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I believe everything has been done that was possible. If our trans- 
ports had not failed every man would have been with you to-day. As 
it is, the last will only be two days behind. 

Wishing you every success, I am, yours, truly, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNOFFICIAL. | Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH A. C., 
Fort Monroe, January 3, 1863. 
[Major-General HALLECK:] 

My DEAR GENERAL: When I came here I undertook to examine all 
cases of disloyalty and misdemeanors of all sorts, but I was compelled 
to give it up. To relieve myself of this labor, impossible for mé to 
perform, I appointed a provost judge, who has tried all such cases and 
sentenced to punishment. All capital cases have been referred to mil- 
itary commissions. Those which have been brought before him are 
cases of theft, rioting, &c. The criminals were both black and white. 
The highest penalty he has ever inflicted is imprisonment for sixty 
days. My authority to issue such an order has been questioned. To 
me it seems very clear. There is no civil magistrate in this county, or, 
indeed, in any part of the territory constituting my department. I 
should be glad, if I am right, to be fortified by your opinion, which I 
only ask for my own satisfaction. A single word in reply will oblige me. 

- I am, dear sir, truly, yours, : 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
[Inclosure.] 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS ARMY CORPS, 
No. 6. } Fort Monroe, Va., June 27, 1862. 


Capt. John A. Bolles, aide-de-camp, is hereby appointed provost judge, 
and as such authorized and ordered to hold a court for the trial of all 
cases, civil and criminal (not military), that may arise within the limits 
of this command and be brought before him, under such rules and regu- 
lations as he may establish; said court to be held at such times and 
places within this command as he may designate. 

Captain Bolles will appoint one or more provost clerks, whose duty 
it will be, under his direction, to issue all orders, writs, and processes 
requisite to the prompt and efficient administration of justice, and also 
to preserve full and accurate records of the proceedings of said court. 
The several provost-marshals and their deputies to whom such orders, 
writs, and processes are directed will execute the same, without delay, 
in accordance with the precepts therein contained, and the same will be 
respected and obeyed as orders from these headquarters. 

Full authority is given to Captain Bolles as provost judge to hear and 
try all causes, civil and criminal (not military), which may come before 
him, and to determine and decide the same as far as may be conforma- 
ble with the established laws of the United States and of the several 
States applicable thereto, and where such laws are not applicable or 
are not sufficient for the ends of justice, according to his best judgment 
and understanding of the principles of justice, equity, and good con- 
science, subject in all cases to appeal from his decisions to the major- 
general of the army corps. 


By command of Major-General Dix: 4 
D. T. VAN BUREN, 


Assistant-Adjutant-General, 


eae j See 
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Fort Monroe, VA., January 3, 1863." 
M. ©. Mutas, Quartermaster-General : 

The Expounder has just returned in good order and leaves again to- 
morrow. If I can have the Spaulding by to-morrow night I can close 
up in time for General Foster, leaving nothing undone. The storm 
which destroyed the monitor and crippled two of our steamers took two 
of our sailing-vessel transports from their tugs. One was recovered 
and the other is no doubt safe. Over 10,000 troops have reached their 
destination. One thousand go to-morrow morning and 800 to-morrow 
night. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, January 3, 1863. 

Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe: aren 

Ferry reports an increase of field artillery on the Blackwater to four 
full batteries. He says they have a shot-proof battery of two heavy 
guns at Franklin, made of railroad iron; also a four-gun work at Black- 
water Bridge, on each side of the river, from which point they can flank 
and threaten our columns moving on Franklin or Zuni. Have you any 
saud-bags to spare for our works ? 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


Fort MOoNROEg, January 4, 1863. 
Major-General PEcK, Suffolk: 

General Foster’s transports are at Winfield. If it is thought best let 
the rest of the troops march there with three days’ rations. If not, send 
down one or two companies of cavalry with an order to the transports 
to return to New Berne. In the latter case advise me, that I may send 
a topographical officer to take some notes. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
SUFFOLK, January 4, 1863. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe : 

After consultation, Ferry will march in the morning to the point indi- 
cated in your telegram. I deem it best to send a squadron along. Will 
send more women [cavalry ?] if you think best. 
JOHN J. PECK, 

Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, January 4, 1863. 
Major-General PrcK, Suffolk: 

I think a squadron enough. You are the best judge from the infor- 
mation you possess. General Foster passed through here to-day to 
Washington, and will be at New Berne on Wednesday night. He Says 
the road to Winfield is not through Gatesville, but through Sunbury 
and Mintonsville. * 

* * * * * * * 
JOHN A. DIX, 
‘Major-General. 


*Some matters of detail omitted. 
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Fort Monrog, January 4, 1863. 
Major-General PEckK, Suffolk: ¥ opie 
- How many men have been sent from Suffolk, including Spinola’s com- 
mand, which marched to the Chowan, and the Fifty-eighth Pennsyl- 
vania, which went to Norfolk this morning ? : 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


’ SUFFOLK, January 4, 1863. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe: 
Six thousand seven hundred and four have gone, independent of Wes- 
sells; 1,200 to go. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS HIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. C., January 5, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN A. DIx, 
Commanding Department of Virginia : 

GENERAL: Your dispatch to Major-General Foster, who is absent, 
was delivered this 10 a. m. 

The troops referred to by you, “‘ Naglee’s brigade,” have all arrived, 
the only loss being one mule that jumped overboard on the night of the 
storm of December 30. Of General Ferry’s brigade, the One hundred 
and seventy-fourth Pennsylvania and the Sixty-second Ohio have ar- 
rived. The Passaic, although badly strained, is under repair, and the 
prospects of rendering her immediately serviceable are entirely satis- 
factory. 

The Montauk arrived off the harbor of Beaufort yesterday morning, 
when the coast pilot, in foolishly attempting to enter, ran aground upon 
the outer bar. Iam most happy to advise you that the vessel floated 
as the tide flooded and came in without harm, having made the voyage 
inthe most satisfactory manner. 

I am, truly, yours, 
HENRY M. NAGLEE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


SUFFOLK, January 7, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: , 
General Ferry is at Holly Springs, near Winfield. No transports 
are there, and he is out of rations, which Iam sending him. The trans- 
ports sailed for New Berne Monday. What shall he do? 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


WELDON, N. C., January 7 [6], 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Eighteenth Army Corps, New Berne, N. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 31st ultimo and a copy of a letter addressed to you 
by Edward Stanly, who signs himself Military Governor of North Car- 
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olina. In relation to prisoners of war when they have been paroled 1 
can say that never to my knowledge have they been, nor have I ever 
heard of their having been, employed in the performance of any duty 
for the Government. As my Government has so faithfully respected 
the parole of prisoners I am the more astonished that you should have 
brought a merely hearsay rumor that came to the ears of the editor of 
the Raleigh Standard to my notice, when an order was issued from the 
War Department of the United States requiring, as I remember, paroled 
prisoners to instruct recruits, garrison fortresses in the rear of the army, 
and guard prisoners. While our press—as the extract you send me 
shows—would denounce such violations of a parole of honor, I have 
seen yours teeming with the demand that the prisoners you have cap- 
tured and paroled should be sent to Minnesota to repel the Indians then 
at war with your people. You ask me to answer whether the acts com- 
plained of by Governor Stanly have my sanction, “‘and whether, as he 
desires to know, the negroes mentioned will be returned to their mas- 
ter?” His allegation is that our forces recently invaded the county of 
Washington and, among other depredations committed upon innocent 
citizens, we seized, carried away, against the consent of their owners, a 
large number of slaves; that from the house of Mr. M. Bowen we took 
away several of his negroes who had been faithful to him and whom he 
protected and humanely supported ; that this outrage has not the de- 
fense attempted for the African slave trade—“ that it brought uncivilized 
beings under the influence of Christianity and civilization ;” that this 
robbery takes civilized beings from their families and homes; it de- 
prives a kind master of his property and punishes slaves for their 
fidelity to him. It is true our forces did invade the county of Wash- 
ington, and the officer in command did report to me that he brought 
out with him some negroes. Mr. Stanly is a representative of the 
United States Government, and I take it for granted speaks by au- 
thority, and if it be the determination of your Government to deliver 
up to their owners the 100,000 slaves you have stolen from their kind 
and humane masters I am sure my Government will immediately cause 
this one little act of “robbery” to be discountenanced and cause the 
negroes to be restored, and thus return to their kind masters their 
property; and to this end I will transmit to the proper authority your 
communication and Mr. Stanly’s letter. 

As it is an acknowledged principle among Christian nations to re- 
spect private property on land I am sure my Government will hail this 
as an evidence that hereafter you will cease to deprive private citizens 
of their private property. I deplore as much as Mr. Stanly does this 
taking ot civilized beings from their families and homes and depriving 
owners of their property, and 1 would it were the only robbery of the 
kind that has occurred; but so many have been committed by the forces 
of the United States that it is now regarded as legitimate and proper, 
“fit and necessary war measure.” As Mr. Stanly says the voice of civil 
authority outside your lines has noJonger any potency, you may rest 
assured I will do all in my power to have those negroes delivered up to 
those to whom their services may be due, and will in every way dis- 
countenance and forbid negro stealing, and in this I am sure both you 
and the good people of North Carolina will justify me. 

I do not think the towif Plymouth was barbarously and willfully 
burned, but, as reported to me, a house was fired in which your troops 
made a stand and from which .they fired on our troops. Such things 
will happen in war, and often for no cause except the spirit of destruc- 
tion, as seen on the banks of the Mississippi, the Potomac, Roanoke, 


| f 
/ 


Cuar. XXX.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 507 © 


Rappahannock, and the James Rivers, where cities, towns, and private 
residences, as a rule, have been burned or battered down by your land 
and naval forces. 

I regret very much that in this street fight a woman was killed. It 
was first brought to my knowledge by a letter which was received from 
you, and it should be regretted that accidents of the same kind occurred 
from the batteries of General Burnside when they opened on the city of 
Fredericksburg. 

Surgeon Hunt was riding with a party of soldiers when he was killed, 
and in the official report to me he was called and believed to be a lieu- 
tenant in command of a scouting party. I will at once, general, write 
to the captain of the company to which the attacking force belonged 
and do all in my power to find the watch, and if successful will send it 
to you that you may place it in the hands of his relatives. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort Monro:E, January 7, 1863. 
Major-General PEoK, Suffolk: 


General Foster is here and is leaving for New Berne. Will send the 
transports back immediately. The officer in charge was to have awaited 
your orders. I fear they cannot be back till Saturday. If you cannot 
keep Ferry supplied with rations he must forage on the country. Send 
him a courier. It may be necessary to keep the enemy’s attention oc- 
cupied in the direction of Franklin so that Ferry may not be molested. 
I expect to send you more troops shortly. Rosecrans’ victory is com- 


plete. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, January 8, 1863. 
Major-General DIx: 
Spear was still near Holland’s at 6 p. m., and reports a very large force 
of the enemy going down toward Windsor to-day. . 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Hampton Roads, Va., January 8, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe: 


GENERAL: I have to acquaint you with the fact that I was prevented 
from entering the gate in front of headquarters this evening by the sen- 
tinel on post there. I complain not of the sentinel, but of the order un- 
der which he represented that he acted after [had announced my name 
and station. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 
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Fort MonrRor, VA., January 9, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HaLieck, 
General-in- Chief : 


The enemy appeared yesterday in considerable force on this side of 
the Blackwater, and has been attacking our pickets about 12 miles from 
Suffolk with all arms since morning. The Richmond papers mention 
that a large number of our troops have been withdrawn and sent to 
North Carolina, and it would not be surprising if the enemy should con- 
centrate a heavy force and attack us, unless the Army of the Potomac 


can keep him busy. JOHN A. DIX 
M ajor- General. 


——— 


Fort MONROF, VA., January 9, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


The One hundred and fifteenth New York, which you sent me last 
week, is ordered to the Department of the South by Secretary of War, 
for burning the barracks at Chicago.* The regiment is at Yorktown, 
where I am weak, and I do not wish to take any troops from Suffolk to 
supply its place. Can you not send me another regiment ? 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. , 


NEw Berne, N. C., January 9, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. SourHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Bighteenth Army Corps: 


CoLoNEL: I have the honor to submit to you the report of Maj. George 
W. Cole, of this regiment, of a reconnaissance made by him toward 
Core Creek; also in regard to the alarm at our picket station at the 
brick-yard, near railroad bridge, on the evening of the 7th instant. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
SIMON H. MIX, 
Colonel, Commanding Third New York Volunteer Cavalry. 


[Inclosures. ] 


NrEw BERNE, January 8, 1863. 
Col. S. H. Mrx, 
Commanding Third New York Volunteer Cavalry: 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to report having obeyed the order and 
proceeded to the fork of the Dover and Neuse roads. I sent detach- 
ments to the bridges on Core Creek, and also to Street’s Ferry. Lieu- 
tenant Hall, of Company G, went within 30 feet of the bridge on the 
Dover road, learning that a company of Whitford’s were holding the 
rifle-pits beyond and were daily coming across—several yesterday. 

Captain Pierce went within 300 yards, or near it, of the bridge on the 
Neuse road; found no pickets in sight, but learned that Captain Avi- 
rett, of Alabama, with about 90 men, was holding the pits on the N euse, 
and that some 20 of his men were passing the road a few hours before, 


* Cipher. 
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Sergeant Garrett, with a squad of men, went to Street’s Ferry and ex- 
changed thirty or forty shots across the river with some of the enemy 
posted there. He also burned a picket station on this side of the river 
but destroyed no hoats. Meanwhile I thoroughly scoured the country 
on the right of the railroad, from Core Creek to Batchelder’s, finding 
none of the enemy or any sign of their being encamped. Having accom- 
plished the order, and having no forage to last over night, I marched 
(after feeding at the bridge) my command to their respective camps, 
where they are at 5p. m. this day in excellent condition. I believe 
from what I can learn there are less than 500 of the enemy holding 
the country at and beyond Core Creek. Found the roads beyond 
Batchelder’s Creek very good, but this side very bad indeed. 
Respectfully, 
GEO. W. COLE, 
Major, Third New York Volunteer Cavalry. 


NEw BERNE, January 9, [1863.] 
Col. S. H. Mrx, 
Commanding Third New York Volunteer Cavalry: 


COLONEL: I have the honor to report, in obedience to orders, in 
regard to the alarm at the brick-yard picket camp near railroad bridge, 
in charge of Captain Doane, Forty-third Massachusetts Regiment, on 
the night of January 7: 

I was with my command at the railroad bridge, and at about 10 
o’clock several muskets were fired at the station of Captain Doane, 
and messengers sent to find the cause stated, through Captain Whytal, 
commanding post, that Captain Doane ‘had seen the enemy”—saw 
bayonets glisten; they were coming out in the open field—and that 
Captain Doane requested the cavalry sent down, &c. Having been 
consulted by Captain Whytal in regard to firing the monitor, I thought 
it not worth while, but he, knowing the parties, must judge. Presently 
I heard her four shots; one shell exploded. I then sent Lieutenant 
Sheldon, Company K, Third New York Cavalry, and Captain Pond, 
Company M, to make personal examination, and they reported “no 
sign of an enemy,” as I supposed at first from the character of the 
firing; about thirty or forty shots in all. All was then quiet. 


Respectfully, 
GEO. W. COLE, 
Major, Third New York Volunteer Cavalry. 


Fort Monroe, VA., January 10, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 
I have sent the following to General Peck at Suffolk: 


I have reliable information from Richmond that 10,000 infantry, 600 cavalry, and 
two batteries of artillery, with from 150 to 200 wagons left Richmond on Tuesday last, 
crossing the James River. The wagons would indicate that they were not going far 
south. It will be well to set inquiries on foot in the direction of the Blackwater. and 
warn Colonel Spear of the possibility of his being assailed by a superior force. 


‘JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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SUFFOLK, VA., January 10, 1863. - 
Major-General Drx, Fort Monroe: 

Reports from the front state the enemy’s force in the region of Wind- 
sor at 6,000, with six pieces—probably from four to six. Spear ad- 
vanced so far toward Somerton yesterday that he could not possibly 
get to the position indicated until ten or twelve hours after the time. 
He must now be near Windsor with 4,000, and ten pieces. 

~ JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Newport News, Va., January 10, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 


GENERAL: Your reply to my communication of Thursday evening 
was received yesterday, and I am very much gratified by the kind terms 
in which you express your regret at the occurrence referred to. 

I desire to thank you for referring to me the letter of the master of 
the steamer Champion on the 31st ultimo, and to state that Commander 
Foxhall A. Parker, senior naval officer in York River and vicinity, re- 
ported to me in reply to my inquiries with regard to the supposed 
violation of the blockade at Mob Jack Bay, as observed by Captain 
Low, that vessels in heavy weather or when wind-bound have been 
accustomed to make a harbor of that bay under the protection of the 
guus of the United States steamer Crusader. Hence probably the error 
of Captain Low. Commander Parker is confident from his knowledge 
of the blockade in that vicinity that nothing larger than a canoe has 
succeeded in running that blockade since November 19, and even then 
under favor of night or thick weather. 

I will always be glad to hear of any attempt to evade or violate the 
blockade. In this spirit I beg to inform you that the officer command- 
ing the United States steamer Stepping Stones reported to me under 
date of the 3d as follows: 

The most popular route for transportation of goods and information from Norfolk 


and Portsmouth appears to be by the Dismal Swamp road and Chowan, and by this 
route a surprising quantity of goods are smuggled into the enemy’s lines. 


' 


I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


SUFFOLK, VA., January 10, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 
General Pryor is in command. We have captured messengers with 
a dispatch for him from Franklin, informing him that a column of 6,000 
was approaching, referring to our moves yesterday. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., January 10, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 
The following is correct: Pryor has on this side 14 pieces, 7,000 infan- 
try, and 1,500 cavalry. He crossed at Franklin, learning that we were 
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moving there with about the same force. He told his friends that he 
would be in Suffolk by the middle of the week. p 
Those batteries ought to be here at once. When may I look for them 2? 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


———_ 


SUFFOLK, VA., January 10, 1863. 
Major-General Drx, 
Seventh Army Corps : 


Our main column reached Windsor about 11 a. m. and has been joined 
by a portion of New York Mounted Rifles by way of Providence Church. 
The enemy falling back; our troops in pursuit. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, January 10, 1863. 


Major-General BURNSIDE, Falmouth, Va. : 


General Dix reports that a large force of the enemy has crossed the 
Blackwater and attacked his pickets at Suftolk. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Fort MONROE, Va., 
January 11, 1863—7.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 

Major-General Foster desires me to say that he requires the services 
of a company of Sappers and Miners, regulars, if possible, and when 
ready to embark, if it is not generally known where they are destined, 
he would like to have them sent to Beaufort to report to the command- 


ing officer for orders. 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., 
January 11, 1863—8 p. m. 


M. C. MEIGS, Quartermaster-General : 


Major-General Foster desires me to say that on consultation with Ad- 
mniral Lee it was found that the naval vessels would be fully occupied 
in towing the monitors, and that they could not be relied on for the 
transportation of troops. He had therefore requested Colonel Thomas 
officially to take up any transportation he thought proper to replace 
the navy transports, and it would have your sanction. He says he will 
require 20,000 sand-bags and 2,000 shovels and spades in additidn to 
those sent to him. He wishes them sent to the.quartermaster or com- 
mnanding officer at Beaufort. 

JOHN A. DIX, 


Major- General. 


ee, Ee | 
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Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, Fort Monroe: 
A Union man, who gives information from the Blackwater, says that 
Pryor had 12,000 and that another general was with him. The im- 
pression is that he designed an atfack here at night, when a portion 
was absent. Our line is, by survey, over 9 miles. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPS, 
NO. 17, New Berne, January 11, 1863. 
* * * * 


* * * 


il. General Naglee, commanding Second Division, will take the nee- 
essary steps to have his command prepared to move. The division will 
proceed to Beaufort, N. ©., by rail, and will there be embarked. The 
' baggage and camp equipage of the command will be taken to Beaufort 
by the troops. Twelve hours’ notice will be given when the division is 
to start. 

IV. General Wessells, commanding Fourth Division, will take the 
necessary steps to have his command prepared to move. The division 
will proceed to Beaufort, N. C., by rail, and will there be embarked. 
‘The baggage and camp equipage of the command will be taken to Beau-- 
fort by the troops. Twelve hours’ notice will be given when the divis- 
‘ion is to start. 

* * * * * * * 
By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster: 
[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, | 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, : Hpqrs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
No. 14. New Berne, January 12, 1863. 


The following-named officers* are announced as constituting the staft 
of the major-general commanding, and will be obeyed and respected ac- 
cordingly : 

Brig. Gen. Edward BE. Potter, chief of the Staff; Lieut. Col. Southard 
Hoffman, assistant adjutant-general; Capt. James H. Strong, aide-de- 
camp and assistant adjutant and inspector general; Maj. J. L. Stackpole 
judge-advocate; Maj. John I’, Anderson, senior aide-de-camp:; Maj. Bd- 
ward N. Strong, aide-de-camp; Capt. George EB. Gouraud, aide-de-camp ; 
Capt. Louis Fitzgerald, aide-de-camp ; Capt. Daniel Messinger, por- 
vost-marshal; Lieut. Col. Herman Biggs, chief quartermaster; Capt. 
J. OC. Slaght, assistant quartermaster; Capt. Henry Porter, assistant 
quartermaster; Capt. William Holden, assistant quartermaster; Capt. 
J. J. Bowen, assistant quartermaster; Lieut. Col: , chief 
commissary ; Lieut. Joseph A. Goldthwaite, acting commissary of sub- 
sistence; Surg. F. G. Snelling, medical director; Lieut. F. U. Farqu- 
har, United States Engineer Corps, chief engineer; Lieut. M. F, Prouty, 
acting ordnance officer; Lieut. J. Myers, United States Ordnance Corps, 
ordnance officer. 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster: 

[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, ] 
Assistant Adjutant- Genera], 


* Amended in General Orders, No, 20, J anuary 15, 1863,-so as to include Capt. D, Ty 
Taylor as chief.signal officer, 


SUFFOLK, January 11, 1863, 
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Fort MONkOE, VA., January 13, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, EMO 
General-in-Chief : * 

The flag of truee just arrived from City Point reports great activity 
on the railroad south of Richmond. Cars were heard running all Sun- 
day night; whether on the road to the Blackwater or Weldon is not 
quite certain. I have reports from two sources of the arrival of a heavy 
force at Zuni and of 12,000 men near Smithfield, on the James River. 
General Peck is trying to ascertain the truth. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monrog, VA., January 13, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. H. W.-~HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 


I have just received the following: 
SUFFOLK, Va., January 13, 1863. © 


We have just learned from reliable-women whose friends from the country have 
been in since Saturday that Pryor had 12,000 men, and that he was expecting more 
troops; that they would have Suffolk anyhow. Generally these reports do not dis- 
tarb my attention, but now it is proper to notice them. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


JOHN A. DIX; 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SUFFOLK, VA., January 13, 1863. 
Major-General Drx: 


Spear reports Pryor to have recrossed, strengthening the river front, 
which is the weakest by far now. In all probability the gunboats would 


be crippled early. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Major-General PEcK, Suffolk : 

I understand from your dispatch that Pryor is on the other side of 
the Blackwater. But I do not understand what you mean when you 
say the gunboats would in all probability be crippled early. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, January 13, 1863. 


—— 


SUFFOLK, VA., January 13, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

I intended saying that our water front is the weakest, and that I am 
strengthening it, lest the boats should be crippled early in case of a 
heavy attack. Their machinery is, of course, exposed. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
33 RB R—VOL XVIII 
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Hors. Firry-EiGHToH REGIMENT, PA. VOLS., U. 8. Ay 
Camp Batchelder’s Station, January 13, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. SourHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Sir: I have the honor to report that while examining in person yes- 
terday the position at Tuscarora Station I discovered a small party of 
rebel guerrillas in the neighborhood. As soon as practicable I sent 
one of my companies (K, under Lieutenant Clay) with orders to move 
in the woods to the rear of the enemy and punish them for their au- 
dacity. Unfortunately my men were discovered too soon, upon which 
the guerrillas formed (to the number of about 50), but broke and ran 
before Lieutenant Clay could approach nearer than a quarter of a mile. 
It being almost dusk, pursuit through the woods was impracticable. 

On the facts being reported to me I ordered two companies to be 
ready to move at 2 a. m. (when the moon would be up) and a third com- 
pany at 4 a.m. The former (Companies B and I, Captains Metcalf 
and Buyers) were directed to move through the woods, a half mile on 
the flank of the railroad, some 5 or 6 miles, until in the rear of the posi- 
tion where the rebels were probably bivouacked, then to sweep the 
woods backwards to that position. The other company (A, Captain 
Brown) was directed to take post near the Station, so as to intercept 
fugitives seeking the Tuscarora road... The officers were also directed 
in case the guerrillas should be seen anywhere to follow them rapidly 
as far as Core Creek. ; 

My men have not yet returned, but having no guide and bein g 
obliged to move by the compass, their success in catching those per- 
fectly acquainted with the country is doubtful. 

At dusk and until about 10 p. m. there was a large fire on the rail- 
road at some miles distance beyond Tuscarora ; whether a signal or the 
burning of a culvert I have no means as yet of detecting. 

In connection with my duties here I also report that on examination 
and inquiry I find the Trent road good now and likely to continue 
practicable for transportation. Also that I could post another infantry 
regiment advantageously on that line, not only on account of the im- 
portance of the line itself but also in order to allow me gradually to 
cover the country in my front and encourage and protect the transpor- 
tation of turpentine to amd within our lines, With the same view I 
Propose as Soon as practicable to rebuild the bridge on the N euse road 
over Batchelder’s Creek, Stationing there a strong infantry picket sc 

On the whole I think a few days will suffice to teach the enemy that 
; Pi crmaxe no business east of Core Creek, and cannot safely venture 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; é J. RICHTER JONE 
Col. Fifty-eighth Regiment Pa. Vols., Comdg. Picket Te ce. 


pans son eee HdeRs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY Corps 
0. 13. New Berne, January 13, 1863, 


* * He * *% x ms 


XX. General Ferry, commanding division, will take the 
steps to have the brigade of Colonel Osborn 
brigade will proceed to Beaufort, N, O., by: 


necessar 
prepared to move. . The 
vail, and will there be em. 
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barked. The baggage and camp equipage of the command will be 
taken to Beaufort by the troops. Twelve hours’ notice will be given 
when the brigade is to start. 
* * * * * * ihe" 
By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster: 
[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,] 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Newport News, Va., January 13, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN A. Dix, U.S. A,, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va. : 

GENERAL: Under the condition of my instructions from the Navy 
Department I have instructed the commanding officer of the guard ves- 
sel off ’ortress Monroe to give permits to loyal citizens who will give secu- 
rity not to go up the creeks in, or to vielate the rules of, this blockade, to 
take up oysters in Willoughby’s Bay, Elizabeth River below Norfolk, 
Craney Island Flats, Hampton Bar, and York River below the guard 
vessel. My instructions necessarily prohibit oystering in Back River, 
Nansemond River, James River above Newport News, Western Branch 
of Elizabeth River, and all the creeks in this blockade. With the last ~ 
boarding returns from the Mystic is your permit to the schooner Frank: 
lin to ship oysters from Back River to Baltimore. I have called Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Arnold’s attention to this as being in conflict with 
his instructions, and I respectfully request that you will not give per- 
mits to vessels to ship oysters except within the limits specified. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Fort MoNnrog, V4., 
January 14, 1863—3,30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

A transport is on the way here to take the One hundred and fifteenth 
New York Volunteers, now at Yorktown, to the Department of the 
South. I renew the request for another regiment inits place. I should 
like very much two or three regiments more at Suffolk, and they will be 
indispensable if the enemy should attack with a large force. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTH CORPS, 
Yorktown, January 14, 1863. 
Major-General Drx, 
Commanding Department: 

Yesterday I went to West Point in the gunboat Mahaska to recon- 
noiter. Some 40 or 50 rebel cavalry were seen on the right bank of the 
Pamunkey, near its mouth. I took along a squad of cavalry and 100 
infantry and captured and brought in 27 head of cattle about 3 miles 
abov st Point. 
above get Point B.D. KEYES, 

Major-General. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpqrs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 14. } New Berne, January 14, 1863. 

I. The following rules and regulations for the embarkation of the 
troops under marching orders will be observed, and commanding officers 
of divisions, brigades, and regiments will see that the same are strictly 
adhered to. 

The order of embarkation will be as follows: First, General Naglee’s 
division; second, General Wessells’ division; third, General Ferry’s 
division. 

The vessel will be ordered to the wharf, and immediately on her ar- 
rival the troops, baggage, and camp equipage destined for her will be 
placed on board with as little delay as possible, when the vessel will 
immediately leave the dock and anchor in the harbor. The baggage 
and camp equipage of the regiments will be placed on board the same 
vessel with the troops. The baggage for the men will consist only of 
their tents (shelter tents, if possible), knapsacks, and cooking utensils 
(camp kettles); that of the officers of only one trunk, valise, or carpet- 
bag and mess kit; no heavy mess chests will be allowed. The men will 
be provided with three days’ cooked rations, in haversacks, and 40 
rounds of ammunition, in cartridge-boxes, before leaving New Berne; 
40 rounds of additional ammunition for each mInan, in boxes, will also be 
placed ou the vessel. 

After embarkation the inclosed extracts from the Army Regulations 
will be strictly enforced, and in addition a guard must be placed over 
the fresh water, so that it may only be used for cooking (by order of the 
proper authority) and for drinking. Officers and men must alike use 
salt water for washing purposes. Signal officers will be sent to each 
division and brigade headquarters. The flag designating the headquar- 
ters of the commanding general will be a white castle on a blue ground. 
_ The Union-jack at foremast, with the corps flag underneath (or divis- 
ion or brigade flag underneath, in case of division or brigade signals) 
Shall be the signal for weighing anchor and starting in the followine 
order: General Naglee’s division, General Wessells’ division, General 
oie division. oS el 

eamers will tow such sailing vessels as may be signi > ti 
quartermaster. The signal for anchorin g will e ae ewe ried 
the fore 3; if in a fog, two whistles from the flag-ship, repeated at inter- 
ect pe minute ee eeu signal will be repeated by the flag-ships 
y 18i0n and brigade. iS sign: i 
Ree ond Gucher nites e. At this signal the vessels will near each 

In case stranding or any other case of distress igne i 
American flag, Union down; at this signal ses Tt bnes tea ma 
mgs Ae be at ae ue to the aid of the vessel in distress a 

8 far as practicable the vessels will k s . 
will obey their sealed dee ae SOE SELOE ONY TE RepeEsiest 
* * * % * % * 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster: 

[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,] 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 


_ 


Major-General Drx: ROEEORE January 15, 1863. 


Nearly every person at the North, in i Arm 
y y cluding officers, ex p y 
headquarters, rates us at from twice to thrice our present Hones ated 
? 


Rr 
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expects results proportionally. The detachment of Corcoran’s will be 

ready to leave when required. It has been in one of the forts. What 

do you think of the map I sent you? 
‘ JOHN J. PECK, 

Major-General. 


Fort Monrog, Va., January 15, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HaLunoxk, General-in-Chief : 
I have just received the following from Suffolk : 


A large force of the enemy left Carrsville during the day. They reported they were 
to be joined by other troops. The people there said they were going to Suffolk. Have 
sent out to ascertain their movements. A deserter from Weldon has just arrived. 
He left Monday morning; says several thousand infantry passed through on three 
days of last week for Franklin. es 


Also from Yorktown: 


I send the following telegram, just received from Lientenant-Colonel Lewis: ‘Can 
I have another regiment of infantry atvonce? If I can, I will hold Fort Magruder 
against odds; if not, I must continue to hold it as an outpost as long as I can.” 
i. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, January 15, 1863. 
Major-General KryxEs, Yorktown : 

J have nothing to give you. You must do the best you can. If your 
force is not sufficient to hold Fort Magruder it should be abandoned 
when the proper time comes. JI am ordered to send one of your regi- 


ments away, but shall retain it till another comes. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FourRTH ARMY CORPS, 
Yorktown, Va., January 15, 1863. 
Major-General Drx, , 
Commanding Department of. Virginia: 

Sir: The news contained.in the telegram which I forwarded you to- 
day is in exact accordance with the opinion expressed in my last letter 
to you, that the rebels would shortly attack Williamsburg and the 
camp of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 4 miles below that town. 

My present command of conscript regiments of infantry, mostly 
armed with flint-lock muskets altered to percussion, will not allow me 
to endeavor to resist a strong force at Fort Magruder. i must there- 
fore regard that and all the positions held by the Fifth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry as outposts to be given up on the approach of a large mass of 
the enemy. If I had another full regiment of infantry I could hold 
that line (of Fort Magruder) long enough to inflict much greater dam- 
age on the enemy than enough to balance the advantages they would 
gain, if successful; but I cannot do so now. I trust, therefore, that an- 
other regiment will be sent are possible. al ie He 

i respectfu our most obedient servant, 
I remain, very resp Ys. y i D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 
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RS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
ee Fort Monroe, Va., January 15, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, , 
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps. 

GENERAL: I send my aide-de-camp, Major Dix, to you, to advise you 
that 20,000 sand-bags and 2,000 shovels and spades have been ordered 
to you from New York. Major-General Halleck advises me that there 
‘is no company of Sappers and Miners which you can have. Everything 
has been sent to you except a few ambulances. I trust the steamer 
Convoy has arrived. It is the only one that has come here suitable to 
the service. From her light draught and great capacity I trust you will 
find her just what you want. If anything more is required I shall be 
happy to forward it. 

With my best wishes for your success, I am, respectfully, your obe- 


dient servant, JOHN A. DIX 
M ajor- General. 


— 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpqrs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 22. New Berne, January 15, 1863. 


The commanding general learns with deep regret of the insubordi- 
nate conduct of the Ninety-sixth New York Volunteers on the night 
of the 13th instant. It is the duty of commanding officers to use every 
effort to promote the comfort of the troops, their prompt payment, We. 
This has been done. The commanding general has asked for, and is in 
hourly expectation of receiving, funds to pay those who have not been 
paid for a long time. The course of the soldier, if any neglect is shown 
in his case, is to make a respectful petition or remonstrance on the 
matter, but to obey. The recent acts of the Ninety-sixth were muti- 
nous, and such as all good soldiers should be ashamed to have shared 
in. The only effect can be to lay the men open to trial for mutiny and 
consequent punishment, and cannot hasten, certainly, their desires. 
The duty of a regimental officer is to use his efforts to put down any 
attempt at insubordination, mildly if he can, by force and arms if he 
must. The officers of the Ninety-sixth and those regiments to which 
the mutineers went lamentably failed in their duties as commanders 
oe breach of discipline referred to would have been promptly pin. 
ished. 

The commanding general hopes that no officer or soldier will again 
so fail in his duty. Another offense will surely meet its punishment. 

By command of Major-General Foster: 

[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, }| 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


_——. 


Fort Monrog, VA, 


Janu 16, 18 : 
Major-General HALLEcK, tary 16, 1863—7.30 p. m. 


General-in-Ohief U. 8. Army: 

Colonel Ludlow just returned from City Point. He learn i 
n : arned that six 
seat ge een ange Petersburg to the Blackwater on Monies ou 

uesday last. eneral Pryor is 7 miles this side BY i ( 
that he has been strongly re-enforced. Ape there RDO ee ay 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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Hpgrs. DEPT. oF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY Corps, 

Fort Monroe, Va., January 16, 1863. 

Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. Lug, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


ADMIRAL: There are indications of activity on the part of the en- 
emy above Yorktown and also on the Blackwater. General Pryor has. 
crossed the river and is 7 miles on this side. Iam so weakened by re-_ 
enforcing General Foster in North Carolina that I can only act on the 
defensive. There are rumors in Norfolk of a raid from the direction of 
_ the Dismal Swamp, and General Peck telegraphs me this evening that 
our pickets have been fired on between Suffolk and Deep Creek. Gen- 
eral Viele is very anxious to have.a small gunboat, or, as he says, “an 
additional small gunboat sent up to remain near the draw-bridge,” that 
he may look after the threatened raid in other directions. You will 
oblige me if you can comply with his request. The secessionists in 
Norfolk have been in high spirits for several days, and we hear in many 
quarters that some movement against us is intended. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Newport News, January 16, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN A, DIX: 
GENERAL: I have sent another gunboat to Norfolk and have no ad- 
- ditional gunboat to spare for that or any other purpose. 
Respectfully, yours, 
“eb. URE : 
Acting hear-Admiral, Ge. 


SUFFOLK, VA., January 16, 1863. 


Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe: 

A severe storm of wind and rain has continued from last mght and 
little can be done of any variety of work. Parties of cavalry are out on 
all the avenues of approach. Nothing has been reported since my last 
telegram. General Viele advised of cape Div VaLEDS LASTS Oh raids 

ilway and [sent out a party on the track last night. 
upon the sail vy ane party ie ae PHOK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., January 16, 1863. 


Major-General Drx, Fort Monroe : 

The guerrillas attacked the pickets about 4.30 p. m., wounding 2. 
They were driven some miles and dispersed. 1 do not think they will 
repeat the experiment. Doubtless they acted under instructions frou 
Pryor. Pryor moved away and we do not know his position ; supposed 
to be near Holy Neck. Church. We captured two of his men, of the 
Fiftieth Virginia. He has several old regiments from Northwestern 


gs JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
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Fort MONROE, January 16, 1863. 
Major-General PrcK, Suffolk : 


It seems difficult to believe that there are between you and Deep 
Creek any except guerrillas belonging to the counties of Virginia and 
North Carolina to the east and south of you. If you think otherwise it 
is important to ascertain. There is no doubt a very bad feeling in that 
direction growing out of the trouble at Elizabeth City, where, I am told, 
the officer in command of the North Carolina native troops has armed 


: 

; 

5 

200 negroes. JOHN A DIX i 
Major-General. 

. 
' 


SUFFOLK, VA., January 16, 1863. 
Major-General Drx: 


Mr. Nash, Federal surveyor from .Norfolk County, represents that a 

force of 20,000 or 25,000 is on the Blackwater; that 3,000 of Stuart’s 

cavalry will make a raid throughthe swamp and attack Portsmouth 

and Norfolk. He says his information is from a reliable source. He | 

stated that he had communicated this matter to General Viele. Who 

is Mr. Nash? I give it as it comes to me. 

JOHN J. PECK, 

Major-General. 


—_— 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPS, 
New Berne, January 17, 1863. 
Major-General, HALLECK, 
General-in-Ohief U. 8. Army, Washington, BD. O.: 


GENERAL: I regret to say I have not been able to embark as soon 
as I expected, owing to the non-arrival of siege ammunition and water, 
but am now embarking, and I will continue until I am all ready and then 
start at once. : 

I shall leave everything in safe condition here under General Prince, 
with at least 12,000 infantry, artillery, and cavalry. I consider this 
ample, for a short time at least. 

I consider it necessary that I should go with the force going 
of the troops are old men with me, and my experience in dis 
&c., is extensive, so I can see them disembarked safely. -I 
municate the result of this as soon as possible. 

If it is found that the work is heavier than I now anticipate I shall 
ae Sea safe and return at once to Hampton Roads for re-en 
forcements. 0 not think it safe to leave less t] 2 in this 
department at present. Te Ge 

I am, however, confident of success, and shall 
power to insure an early and Satisfactory result. 


> #8 many 
embarking, 
shalt com- 


your obedient Servant, 


ee ads FOSTER, 
Major- General, Commanding. 


_ Major-General PECK, Suffolk: 


ow bp len a Fe ae a y, sad 
ve 
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Fort Monrok, January 17, 1863. 


_Mr. Nash is a very good man. Ascertain, if you can, specifically what 
his reliable information was, from whom derived, &c. 

Colonel Ludlow returned last night from City Point. Reports that 
Slx regiments went from Petersburg to the Blackwater on Monday and 
Tuesday. Can it be possible that Pryor is trying to get around by way 
of the Dismal Swamp to cut off your connection with Norfolk? It would 
be a very dangerous experiment for him. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., January 17, 1863. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe: 

Your telegram relating to six regiments leaving for Blackwater on 
Monday and Tuesday is noticed. Deserters say that several regiments 
passed from Weldon to Franklin last week. If so, they must be very 
strong there. Most likely the 10,000 you advised of with teams would 
be incorporated for a grand advance. Their extraordinary exertions for 
subsistence and forage induces the belief of additions. Mr. Nash left 
before your telegram arrived. I wish you could see him. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, January 17, 1863. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War: 
I have just received the following: 
SUFFOLK, January 17, 1863. 


There is a great and increasing discontent in the regiments that have not been paid 
for several months, in consequence of the sufferings of families. Unless steps are 
taken to remove the cause of complaint I fear the spirit and usefulness of the troops 
will be materially impaired. Will you please communicate this to the Hon. Secretary 


of War? 
JOHN J. PECK. 
Major-General, Commanding. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, January 18, 1863. 
Major-General PEcK, Suffolk: 
Do you know where Pryor is? Have you any reliable intelligence 


from the enemy, either as to his force or his movements? 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., January 18, 1863. 
Major-General Drix: 

It is my impression that Pryor recrossed Blackwater during the late 
storm, which was very severe. Patrols report nothing of his moves 
this morning. Reports are contradictory and not as satisfactory as 1s 
desirable. Parties are watching the avenues leading toward Edenton 


and the Swamp. Be one 
Major- General. 


522 NORTH CAROLINA AND 8. E. VIRGINIA. [Cnar. 


Unrrep STATES FLAG-SHIP MinwEsora, 
Newport News, Va., January 19, 1863. — 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A., 
set Commanding Seventh Army Oorps, Fort Monroe, Va. : 

GENERAL: I respectfully refer to you the inclosed extracts from a 
report from Lieutenant Flusser, commanding United States steamer 
Commodore Perry, dated at Winfield, Chowan River, January 5, 1863,* 
and relating to.an extensive illicit trade carried on between Norfolk and 
Richmond. This mischievous trade ought to be discontinued. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantie Blockading Squadron. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., January 19, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. E. D. Krys, U.S. A., 
Commanding at Yorktown : 

GENERAL: It gave much pleasure to receive yours of the 14th and 
to learn from it that you appreciate Commander Parker’s character for 
caution and enterprise—qualities so valuable and possessed by him in 
such degree as to claim my confidence in what he may attem ptin an 
emergency and there is not time*to confer previously with me. He is 
there to co-operate with you in measures for the advahcement of the 
publ interest, and in this regard needs no new instructions from me. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Acig. Rear-Admiral, Comag. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


SUFFOL .. Ja 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe : He Nita LORE iA 
Our parties have been over all the roads and report no force in their 
routes. Their pickets were found at Windsor and Carrsville yesterday. 
JOHN J. PEOK, ~~ 
Major-General. 


Fort Monron, Va., January 19 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEOK, ehh 
General-in-Chief : 


_Isend a letter from General Foster. I sent Major Dix, one of my 
aides, two days ago with latest intelligence. A dispatch goes to Gen- 
eral Ripley. Everything here for General Foster has been sent: 

GENERAL: I have been much delaved ; 

y slayed in the pre 
therefore have not got off as soon as Tex i i i 

_ v8 Soon as I expected. The solid-shot ¢ iti 
siege guns has not yet arrived in sufficient quantity, neither have: egy ceeKe es i a 
schooners which were to be sent from Baltimore with the Dispatch Howewe aT se 
doing the best that I can and am embarking at Beaufort. The ‘emb: Ik Chg iii 
occupy three or four days, and then I shall sail. . ison i 


parations of my transports, and 


J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General. 


| JOHN A, DIX, 
S : Major-General. 
* Not found. 


—“y 


a 


jt we OR es 
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GENERAL aa _ Hopgrs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 


No. 26. New Berne, January 19, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. Francis Darr is hereby announced as chief commissary of 
subsistence on the commanding-general’s staff, and will be obeyed and 
respected accordingly. 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster: 

SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,. 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. oF ViRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY Corps, 
Fort Monroe, Va., January 20, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. Lzn, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 


ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of yesterday with an extract from a report from Lieutenant-Commander 
Flusser in regard to an illicit trade carried on between Norfolk and 
Richmond. I shall refer it to'General Viele, and take prompt measures 
with a view to the detection of the parties engaged in this traffic. Will 
you please direct Lieutenant-Commander Flusser to report the nature 
of the goods destroyed and the names of the persons who were engaged 
in smuggling them within the Confederate lines? If he will hereafter 
take into custody and deliver to the officer in command at Roanoke 
Island any parties engaged in illicit trade, that they may be sent to 

me, I will see that they are punished; or if he will advise you of any 
such arrests I will send for the parties wherever they may be. The 
most rigid rules have been adopted at Norfolk in regard to goods per- 
mitted to leave the city. Not a sack of salt is allowed to go out with- 
out a permit, and the name of the person to whom it is given is regis- 
tered. The same rule is enforced in regard to all other articles. In 
one case $3,000 worth of goods were allowed to be taken into Princess 


. Anne County for sale. The person to whom the permit was given, in 


violation of his engagement, took them to North Carolina. We fol- 
lowed him and captured him and the property a few miles from the 
point on the Chowan from which Lieutenant-Commander Flusser writes. 
He is now in Fort Norfolk, where I shall keep him, and the property 
will be sold at auction for the benefit of the poor. 

Every effort has been made to prevent illicit traffic; but in view of 
the lawlessness of a large number of the parties engaged in trade in 
Norfolk—all of whom, by the by, have taken the oath of allegiance— 
I decided two days ago to grant no more permits to take goods there at 
present, excepting for the use of the troops. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


> 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Newport News, January 20, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JoHn A. DIX, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe : 


GENERAL: I respectfully submit for your further information regard- 
ing the traffic between Norfolk and Richmond a copy of the report to 
me from Lieutenant Flusser, commanding United States steamer Com- 


al rns) ie le 
. ove as ‘ 
= . * it 
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tract from 
Peiry, dated Blizabeth City, January 13, and an ex mi 
Be cane of his of the same date respecting further trade from 
Norfolk. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, 3° > LER, | 
Acig. Kear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


SUFFOLK, VA., January 20, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 


Major Stratton made a fine reconnaissance toward Blackwater. _ At 
Carrsville he found a picket of 9 men, capturing 2 of them. Thinks 
the enemy’s main force on the other side. Prisoners are on the way 
in. <A good deal of signaling on the Somerton. Shall have that quar- 
ter examined very closely to-morrow. Pickets of some strength found 
at Windsor. JOHN J. PROK, 

s Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
New Berne, N. C., January 20, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Ohief U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C. : 

GENERAL: The transports from this place have all left, but are de- 
layed by the low water on the Swash, at Hatteras. 

Naglee’s division is embarked at Beaufort, The other divisions will 
embark as soon as their transports reach Beaufort. I shall sail as soon 
as all are on board, probably by Friday or Saturday. I have just re- 
ceived information from a spy, who has been within the enemy’s lines 
and conversed with their soldiers, to the effect that the rebel force in 
this State has been largely increased from the army in Virginia; that 
Wilmington has been re-enforced ; that the main body intended to be 
thrown by railroad either to Weldon or Wilmington is at Goldsbor- 
ough, and that Weldon is not strongly guarded, the rebels relying on 
the force in fronton the Blackwater, under Pryor, and on the proximity 
of the reserve at Goldsborough. 

The rebels report their force in the State to be 200,000, which is 
manifestly grossly exaggerated. The rebel soldiers reported to the spy 
that 75,000 men were at Goldsborough. I think this also is exageer- 
ated; that there may be 75,000 men all told in the State is probable, 
since they could venture to withdraw even more than that number from 
the Army of Virginia, in consequence of the presumed inactivity of our 
army on the Rappahannock. They have full information of the condi- 
tion of the army on the Rappahannock from our own newspapers, and 
are much cheered by the reports and evident] y do not fear any move- 
ments from that quarter, : 

Colonel Amory’s brigade is now out on a 
the south bank of the Trent River. This advance was impeded by 
felled trees and burnt bridges. The rebels burnt all the bridges 
the Trent River and all over the ¢ ; bedi 


, reeks on the south route from Tren- 
ton to Jacksonville (or Onslow). The cavalry (Third New Touses 
Sweeping all the country between the White Oak and New Rivers 
hoping to capture some of the rebel cavalry, ; 


Contrabands report that the enemy fell back from ‘Onslow on the 18th 


ee Te 


” 


a 


strong reconnaissance on 


a 
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in the direction of Wilmington. The destruction of bridges and ob- 
struction of roads indicates an apprehension of our forces being on the 
advance in that direction. 

I shall take every precaution in my power to leave everything safe at 
this place and shall spare no efforts to make the expedition a perfect 
success. I think I can assure you that there will be no failure if you 
wili give me further re-enforcements in case I find them indispensable. 

I am not apprehensive about the reported concentration of forces at 
Goldsborough, for I hardly think that the rebels will venture on an 
attack while their own towns are in danger, and certainly not if any 
signs of movement are made by the Army of the Rappahannock. 

I have the honor to be, general, with great respect, your obedient 


servant 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NorTH CAROLINA, 

, New Berne, January 20, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, Commanding, ée. : 

GENERAL: I am informed by several gentlemen, residents of _Ehza- 
_ beth City, that there are in that town about 250 negroes armed and daily 
drilled by officers of the Army of the United States. I also learn that 
Captain Sanders is in command. 

Ifthe President commands this, officers of the Army are expected to 
obey. 3 

In his proclamation “that such persons (slaves) of suitable condition 
will be received into the armed service of the United States, to garrison 
forts, positions, stations, and other places, and to man vessels of all 
sorts in said service,” he has not ordered, as far as I can hear, that 
every subordinate officer at every post can receive negroes into the 
service without some regulations from headquarters. 

Is every provost-marshal or captain to judge of the “suitable condi- 
tion” of the negroes? 

Are no instructions to be given that they are not to be sent out into 
the field or allowed to go on foraging excursions, committing pillage 
and robbery at discretion? 

My attention has been called already to several instances of this kind. 
I have promised to and do invoke your assistance to prevent if possible 
the most deplorable calamities that will fall upon our loyal citizens and 
upon the negroes if superior discretion and experience do not now con- 
trol them. 

I most earnestly solicit your attention to this matter, and that I may 
be authorized to inform our loyal fellow-citizens that no inexperienced 
subordinate shall without your sanction, and until proper restraints 
are provided, incur the danger of a servile war. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
4 ED. STANLY, 
Military Governor. 


DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, January 20, 1863. 
Major-General FostER,, Commanding, Ge. : 
GENERAL: I have just received a letter from Edenton of date the 6th 
instant informing me that a band of negroes and soldiers, armed, visited 
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i ) rried away several 

, premises of a Mrs. Page, of that town, and carriec ay 
ectibee ind a parcel of bedding and other furniture; that they Irie 
very insolent in their conduct and threatened to have the town shellec 


i interfered with. : 

ts ie ctciespondunt says that they came, as he heard, from on board 

ce att Hen Panty living on the plantation of the venerable James 

C. Johnston, named Matthew Lai hs person commanding the party. 

This negro is one of desperate character. ae 

pare Tigers of Hlanited beg your protection from outrages of this 

kind. They desire to know whether it can be afforded them, or must 

they take redress into their own hands ? : 

I have written and informed my correspondent, a gentleman of the 

highest character, that I would call your attention to this case and have 

no doubt you will, as heretofore, take effectual steps to protect peace- 

able citizens and punish such outrages. 

I have the honor to be, &¢., 
ED. STANLY, 

Military Governor. 


ee 


[Addenda.] 


W. W. Tuttle, captain Ocean Wave; landed at Edenton on or about 
the 6th, with written orders from Captain Slaght to do so (order ap- | 
pended). Arrived there about 8 o’clock; gave the steward permission to 
go ashore for his wife and children; allowed others to go with him; 
can’t say positively who went ashore; believe Lieutenant Briggs’ serv- 
ant and Matthew, a deck-hand, went with him; do not know who be- 
sides. They were gone about three-quarters of an hour, so the pilot 
says. I didn’t notice what they brought back, but believed they brought 
a couple of beds and the wife and three children of the steward. Could 
not have brought much of anything more on account of the size of the 
boat. Steward reported that they threatened to shoot him ashore. 

Alexander Collins, steward of the Ocean Wave, on the above-men- 
tioned expedition; now lives in the house of Major Folson, paymaster, 
with his wife and three children; took these from Kdenton; also a 
feather bed and straw mattress, one skillet, and such wearing apparel 
as could be collected; four plates, three cups, and four saucers, one 
large dish, all belonging to his wife. Four of us went ashore, myself, 
Matthew (deck-hand on the Ocean Wave), a soldier, and another col- 
ored man whose name I dono know. Went ashore just after sunrise. | 
Went to Mrs. Page’s; found my wife asleep; waked her up; told herI ‘ 
had come for her and her children by Captain Slaght’s order; took her 
aboard. Went ashore a second time and met Mr. Norcom, the mayor of 
the town, who said if I had gone in his yard he would have shot me. 
Replied that I had not gone in his yard, but in Mrs. Page’s, to vet m 
wife and children, by Captain Slaght’s order. He said Captain ‘Slacht 
had no right to give an order of the kind—that General Foster was the 
only person who could give such an order. We were afraid to land 
again, and left behind our bedsteads, potware wash-tubs, &e Mad 
no threats of any kind, and heard none made by any ae Wh tT 
brought to town is in Major Folsom’s kitchen, i ; * 
ee Cea on the Ocean Wave since August Le; 

ged t - Johnston; went ashore with the Steward and 


a 
4 
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two others; remained with the boat while the steward went for his wife 
and children; helped him put his family, &e., on board the Ocean Wave. 
Made no threats myself and heard none except from the mayor, Mr. 
Norcom; am still deck-hand on the Ocean Wave. 


[Inclosure.] 
JANUARY 5, 1863. 
Captain TUTTLE: 
ae may stop at Edenton and bring the steward’s family to New 
erne. 


JAMES C. SLAGHT. 


Hpgrs. First Bric., First Div., Eig@HTEentu A. C., 
New Berne, N. C., January 21, 1863. 


‘Lieut. Col. SourHaArp Horrman, 


A. A. G., Highteenth Army Corps, New Berne, N. C.: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that in accordance with orders 
received from the general commanding I marched with three regiments 
of my brigade and a battery under Captain Ransom, Twenty-third New 
York Independent Artillery, on the morning of the 17th instant for 
Pollocksville, reaching that place the same evening, after rebuilding 
the bridge over Mill Creek, which had been destroyed by the enemy. 

’ The road leading from Pollocksville to Trenton we found blockaded 
with felled trees at Pollocksville for some 500 yards. This was speedily 
cut away by Mr. Wilson, chief of the civil pioneer corps. 

The Third New York Cavalry, under Colonel Mix, remained with my 
command at Pollocksville and preceded it next morning to Trenton, 
previous to which movement we effectually destroyed the bridge over 
the Trent at Pollocksville. Leaving at this place five companies of the 
Fifty-first Massachusetts, with the remainder of my command and the 
cavalry I occupied Trenton on the night of the 18th, burning the bridge 
over Trent River at this place and also the mill and all the timber and 
planks available for its speedy reconstruction. Colonel Mix, with his 
regiment, proceeded to the bridge 5 miles above for the purpose of de- 
stroying it, but found the bridge already on fire, the enemy having an- 
ticipated us after crossing on the road to Kinston. On his return 
Colonel Mix reported the route to Onslow via Comfort heavily block- 
aded with felled trees; so abandoning that route proceeded directly to 
Young’s Cross-Roads, which place as. weil as Pollocksville I also occu- 
pied with my infantry, remaining at the former place with the larger 
part of my infantry and all the artillery during the day and the night 
following the 20th instant, while Colonel Mix proceeded to scout the 
road to Onslow. Colonel Mix’s own report will doubtless detail the re- 
sult of this scout. I returned with’ my command to this place on the 
21st instant. . Our advance on the southern route in force seems to have 
been anticipated by the enemy. The plantations were generally de- 
serted and frequent obstructions placed in the roads, bridges de- 
stroyed, &c. ; 

The energy, activity, and general efficiency of Mr. Wilson deserve 
especial mention. I beg leave respectfully to call the attention of the 
general commanding to the valuable assistance he afforded us during 
the entire march. 

lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. J. C. AMORY, 
Colonel Seventeenth Mass. Vols., Acting Brigadier- General. 
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SUFFOLK, VA., January 21, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: ¢ 

The prisoners say that large additions have been made to the force on 
Blackwater—several new Virginia regiments and some Louisiana and 
Tennessee; that the force is larger than ever before; a camp of five 
regiments at Jerusalem. It accords with the general tenor of reports 


from prisoners, deserters, &c. 
2 JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., January 22, 1863. 


Major-General Drx: 

It has seemed to me that the Confederates have thrown some extra 
force on the Blackwater, with a view of holding as much force here as 
possible and then of sending it to North Carolina, if called for. I cannot 
believe that they will at this wet season undertake a movement by way 
of South Mills on Portsmouth. Pryor’s command has been somewhat 
increased and materially improved by exchanges of his new regiments 
for old ones. This may explain the departure from Petersburg of the 
troops reported by Colonel Ludlow, and also a statement of one of the 
deserters from Weldon that troops were passing both ways on the 
Seaboard road. Having these views I have not asked for any troops, 
reserving that action until something positive reaches me, but all the 
time adding to the strength of the position. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


; SUFFOLK, January 23, 1863. 
Major-General Drx: 

Major Stratton with a suitable force will leave in the morning, unless 
very stormy, to make a thorough examination of the Dismal Swamp. 
passing in at Deep Creek and going out at South Mills. He will be 
four or five days, and will procure information. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, January 24, 186: 
Major-General Dix: eS 
About Monday I propose sending some 4,000 or 5,000 to Black water 
under Corcoran or Foster, if weather favors, It leaves this place very 
weak, but I want to feel of them in some manner. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


—_—_—_.. 


Fort Monror, Va., 
January 26, 1863—9 a. m. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatixcr, General-in- Chief : 
One of my aides returned late last night from General Foster. He 


was detained on his way back by violent gales. Left New Berne on 
the 20th. Naglee’s brigade was embarked at Beaufort; other divisions 
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awaiting transports expected to move on the 23d or 24th. Rebels in 
North Carolina had been largely re-enforced from the army in Virginia, 
and Wilmington has been re-enforced. Main body of the enemy was at 
Goldsborough. Weldon was not strongly guarded, the rebels relying 
on Pryor’s force on the Blackwater to protect that point. General 
Foster thinks there may be 75,000 rebel troops in North Carolina. This 
°: is the substance of a dispatch from him, which will go to you by this 
evening’s mail. 

I have reason to believe that a portion of the force on the Blackwater 
ten days ago has been sent to Goldsborough by way of Weldon. 

Some 4,000 or 5,000 men will be sent to-day from Suffolk to the Black- 
_____ water to reconnoiter, and ascertain, if possible, what force Pryor has. 
The One hundred and fifteenth New York has been sent to the Depart- « 
ment of the South from Yorktown. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, VaA., January 27, 1863. 
Maj Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 
The Richmond Inquirer of this morning has the following: 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., January 25, 1863. 


A respectable refugee, just arrived from Beaufort, reports the Abolitionists’ fleet, 
ninety-two sail, including two monitors and six other iron-clads, in Beaufort Harbor. 
Also that 52,000 Abolitionists are encamped at Morehead City and Carolina City. Gen- 
eral Robertson has just returned to Kinston from a reconnoitering expedition through 
Jones and Onslow Counties. He reports that a company of cavalry, Captain Perkins, 
surprised a party of Abolitionists last Friday at Big Northeast Bridge, near Jackson- 
ville, Onslow Court-House, killing 1 captain and 5 privates and routing the balance. 


No loss on our side. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


YORKTOWN, January 27, 1863. 
Major-General DIx: 

Colonel Lewis telegraphs an attempt was made this morning to cap. 
ture our pickets. About 12 shots were fired by the enemy, but no one 
hurt or captured. All is agaim quiet, the enemy having retired. Last 
night at about 9 p. m. it was reported from Gloucester Point that the 
enemy was approaching our pickets there. Nothing further this morn- 
ing. 1 respectfully call your attention again to the increase of my force, 


’ which is necessary. B. D. KEYES 
. . ? 


Major-General. 


HpgQRs. FIFTY-FIGHTH REGT. PENNSYLVANIA VOLS., 
Camp at Batchelder’s Creek, January 27, 1863. 


Lieutenant-Colonel HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Sir: I have the honor to report that immediately on receiving the 
orders to ignore passes and close our lines I made arrangements and 
gave directions for carrying them into effect. 
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Also to-day I have put strong parties on the Neuse, the Trent, and 
the railroad with instructions to stop all passengers. 

From information received yesterday I believe the enemy have re- 
turned from Core Creek, on the railroad and Neuse road, but I shall 
verify that fact to-day. = 

[learn also that the enemy at Goldsborough are apprehensive of an 
advance from New Berne simultaneous with our naval expedition. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. RICHTER JONES, 


Commanding Outposts. 


SUFFOLK, January 29, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 


Major Stratton has returned. He seized and brought in 42 large 
sacks of salt. The other capture by Dodge’s men is large; it is said 
there are many loads. Have just ordered out fifteen teams and a force 
to protect them. Pryor came over Sunday night perhaps with a view 


to the securing of this property. 
JOHN J. PEOK, 
Major-General. 


BEAUFORT, N. C., January 30—11.30 a. m., 
Via Fort Monroe, Va., February 8, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 
General-in- Chief : 


The constant-and strong southerly winds (amounting at times to gales) 
that have prevailed for the past ten or fifteen days have prevented our 
sailing, although most of the troops have been on board ready to sail 
more than a week. Yesterday the wind shifted to the northwest, and 
as everything looked favorable I started the fleet. Nearly all got over 
the bar before dark, with a fair start down the coast. The wind how- 
ever, shifted back to the southwest after dark, and blew strongly pre- 
venting the few remaining vessels going to sea. It is still blowing hard 
(11.30 a.m). This will interfere very much with the progress of the 
pee eoay Lace flees it considerably. As soon as the wind will permit 

shall start wi e remaining vessels. g i 4 
ee ip Vert anne g Ss. So long a continuance of south- 

_ J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort Monrog, Va., January 30, 1863. 
His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President United States : 


No iron-clads have left for two days. The Weehawken i 
itor two days. is at N : 
eine is hae anes for favorable weather, and the N oe 
ewport News. ave Just telegraphed t x 
peut with bene graphed to General Halleck our suc- 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, 
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‘Fort Monrog, VA., January 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEck, General-in-Chief : 

General Peck telegraphs that our victory is complete, and that Pryor 
passed through Carrsville in full retreat at 3 p. m., 6 miles from the De- 
serted House, where our forces attacked him just before daylight. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monrog, VA., January 30, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 
Following just received from Suffolk: 


Major-General Dix: 
My last dispatch should be corrected by later dispatches. As yet he says the enemy 


are 1n position. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort MONROE, VA., January 30, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Chief: — 

Pryor fell back 3 or 4 miles, contesting the ground in his retreat. 
General Peck gives me no details, but thinks we have a victory, and 
that we shall secure some of the enemy’s guns. Our loss about 100.* 
The roads are very deep, and our men have had a hard time in getting 


through them. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., January 30, 1863. 
Major-General DIx: 

Have just received a report from a party I sent out to the vicinity of 
Carrsville for information to the effect that the cars have been running 
briskly to Franklin since afternoon. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., January 31, 1863. 


Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. L&x, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 

ADMIRAL: Will you oblige me by sending an officer to confer with 
General Viele, at Norfolk, in regard to illicit trade? The privilege of 
trading has been abused, and I am desirous of surrounding it with all 
possible safeguards. I have given no permits to introduce goods into 
Norfolk since the 17th instant, and think I shall confine commercial 
transactions there hereafter to retail dealers. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


* But see revised statement, p. 135. 
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Hpors. DEPT. oF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
a Fort Monroe, Va., January 31, 1863. — 
Maj. Gen. E. D. KryEs, . 
Commanding, &e., Yorktown, Va.: 
GENERAL: A limited supply of efficient arms (Enfield rifles) has been 
received at the arsenal at this place. You will therefore make proper 
requisitions for such regiments as are most in need of such arms. 
By command of Major-General Dix: ; 
D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Abstract from Tri-monthly Return of the Righteenth Army Corps, Department of North Car- 
hen a one John G. Foster commanding, for January 31, 1863 (headquarters New 
Berne, N. C.). 


= ; 
Pees for] #4 8 Ss Present for duty equipped. 
. f:?) 
iy 5) ras: Infantry. Cavalry. 
Command. © OB eo BI a 
e z ae | BS Z Z 
g e |) oe | 2 g g 
. H od . oO . 
S FI Bo 5S 3 3 A 2 Fl 
ES 2 op oh op Rs ® 4 ® 
ro) aA < + | fo) | oO | a 
Ha sbtpenth Army Corps, Maj. AQ Baas a 19 19 Oh feeses cell Rae (ai la 3 
: en. J. G. Foster. 


First Brigade, First Division, | 129 | 2,750] 3,454 | 3,627] 3,657 | 123] 2,776 
Col. 'f. J. C. Amory. 
Second Brigade, First Divis- | 112] 2,751 | 3,582] 3,843 | 3,851 
ion, Col. H. C. Lee. 


pecond) Division, Brig. Gen. |.-2-.2|-20-22- <2cce 2 HIhA Ge SG eG, COS eemelse Re eke ee ates eam 
H. M. Naglee. 

Third Division, Brig. Gen. O. 26 564 TA OLEOT A Os OOS aacrraal| aoc ex ot | erate ae ee 
S. Ferry. 


Fourth Division, Brig: Gen. | 153 | 3,008; 3,653 6,321 | 6,876] 153] 3,008 |.--...]...--- 
H. W Wessells. 
ger Ne Division, Brig. Gen. H. | 231 | 4,615 | 5,488 | 7,074] 7,100] 239] 4,874 |......]...-.- 
Tince, 
1st North Carolina Union Vol- 19 432 496 532 SSE LA sans ae a] Seats ene 
unteers, Capt. C. A. Lyon. 
Artillery paends; Brig. Gen. 26 79, OOGH (2216) 2) 085) eee ancl aa ntine|sc ase sede 
e 


J. H. Ledlie. 

3d New York Cavalry, Col. S. 40 586 747 933 O85alcae sealer sees 44 630 
H. Mix. 
Grand total..............--- 755 | 15,485 | 19, 056 | 37,159 | 37,162 | 515 | 10, 658 44 630 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

Beaufort, 8. C., February 2, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: [I arrived here last night and entered the harbor this morn- 
ing. All of my steamers are safe except one, the Pilot Boy, which be- 
came disabled off Georgetown, 8. C., and was left at anchor. I have 
sent the tug Freeborn to take her back to Beaufort, N. C. 

- All the sailing vessels of the fleet are within a few leagues of this 
* harbor, and will probably be in safely to-morrow. 

The monitors Nahant and Weehawken have not arrived. The supply 
of ammunition for the iron-clads is not sufficient, and more has to be sent 
before operations can be begun. The naval preparations will not be 
completed within two weeks from this time. I shall therefore be obliged 
to disembark my command to preserve their health until these prepara- 
tions are completed. In the mean time I shall probably make a move- 
ment to distract the enemy’s attention, and also make a short trip to 
New Berne, N. C., to ascertain the condition of affairs there. 

If any change of plan is ordered by you resulting from these delays 
please to have it sent to New Berne by bearer of dispatches within 
twelve days from this time. 

T have.the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, February 2, 1863. 


Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. : | 
The Ninth Army Corps has received orders to report to you at Fort 


a H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in- Chief. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
. Newport News, February 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A,, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe : 
GENERAL: I have directed the guard vessel off Fort Monroe not to 


allow George Bush or his schooner, Elizabeth Bush, to pass the block- ~ 


ade again. He has, he says, been in the habit, under a permit from 
you, to take old rags, serap-iron, and hides from Hampton to Philadel- 
phia, bringing nothing back. By his own admission he has been in the 
habit of visiting Chuckatuck in his boat without authority, and as such 
communications are manifest violations of the blockade I have deemed 
it advisable to secure the public interest by cutting off his means of 
erying information, letters, or property in the manner above indi- 
cated. » 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE 


Acting Rear-Admiral. 


; SUFFOLK, VA., February 2, 1863. 
Major-General Drx: 

Unusual activity of the enemy reported to-day. Two hundred cavalry 
at Windsor; a large force at Carrsville, with an intermediate party. 
Have parties out. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


fe Generel Pace. ae Fort Monrog, February 3, 1863. 
Within a week I expect to be largely re-enforced. Iam anxious that 
Bot stall ot ae 1 cre If he advances I suggest whether all 
Oe ee he sews 7 i oad cannot be used to throw a force in hig 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Meee conceal Dix: SUFFOLK, February 3, 1863. 
Very glad to learn of the expected troo 
; ; ps. When Pryor 
will hope to bag him. He tears up the road this side of Garreeiiates 
often as I repair it, so that I could not use hand-cars. Supposed he 
was bagged the other day. He was where flanking was practicable 
both flanks. . Our people used up their od 


: she ammuniti 
lost time waiting for more. Meantime enemy fel pase ok ea 


JOHN J. PEOK, 
Major-General, 
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ONITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Newport News, Va., February 6, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. Drx, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va, : 


GENERAL: Yours of the 31st ultimo was duly received. Pressing 
engagements have prevented an earlier reply to it. Ihave no authority 
to regulate or sanction the privilege of trading at Norfolk by surround- 
ing it with safeguards. It will be satisfactory to me to receive and to 
give the utmost attention to any written communication you may now 
or at any time make to me which will enable me to stop illicit trade at 
Norfolk or elsewhere within the limits of the North Atlantic Blockad- 
ing Squadron. The new fleet captain has just entered upon his duties 
and is not familiar with the situation of affairs here. 

I have the honor to be, general, yours, respectfully, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HDQRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
s Fort Monroe, Va., February 7, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


ADMIRAL: It was at General Viele’s request that I asked you to send 
him an officer with whom he might confer in regard to some additional 
safeguards in regard to trade. The general thought he might obtain 
valuable suggestions from an officer of the Navy. That was all he had 
in view. The occasion which made such a conference desirable has 
now passed by. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., February 8, 1863. | 
Major-General Dix: 


My scouting party went to Carrsville in the night. Captain Roberts 
reports the arrival of a battalion at Franklin of cavalry armed with 
sabers, rifles, and revolvers. Two companies were at Carrsville and 
Holland’s yesterday, returning via South Quay. The contraband says 
there was much rejoicing at Franklin, and the troops turned out on the 


arrival. j 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK; February 8, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

Very intelligent contraband escaped this morning. Has a family 
here. His master resides 1 mile from Franklin. Yesterday he over- 
heard him and officers talking in the field. Pryor has been re-enforced 
by Georgia and Louisiana troops; will have 8,000 this week. Gen- 
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eral Colston has dropped down to Zuni from Petersburg with 12,000; 
- poth are coming here in a few days. His account is very honestly 
given. It looks very plausible. Pryor has been receiving aid; this is 


confirmatory. JOHN J. PECK 
Major- General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., February 8, 1863. 

Major-General Dix: 
If there is any truth in the information conveyed in my last telegram 
the force under Colston must be same reported as being camped 8 miles 
from Petersburg last week; the amounts correspond. Their plan is 
probably a dash for a few days, while not imperatively called for else- 
where. : 
Several men have deserted to the enemy. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


acetate all 


Fort MONROE, February 8, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 

The Ninth Army Corps is ordered here. One brigade has arrived. 
1 will let them take position at Newport News at present, ready to be 
thrown in any direction. Keep up your reconnaissances and advise me 
of any hostile movement. 

JOHN A. DIX. 


: WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, February 9, 1863—4 p. m. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


The Ninth Army Corps, ordered to your command, will be used as 
you may deem proper. It, however, should be kept together as much 
as possible. A portion of it may be ordered farther south immediately. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


—_—— 


NE 
ar Grarean. w York, February 9, [1863.] 
I think there will be no difficulty in accomplishing j 
‘ plishing in N x 
we talked of Saturday, for any number of men less than Soba ee ae 
wish I will send you a detailed report in cipher early ‘mor 
will take a few days to get things r 


If you 
to-morrow. It 
ready. You can see General Halleck. 


A. E. BURNSIDE. 


Fort Monrog, Va. 


» } 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatixcx, February 10, 1863—3 a. m. 


General-in- Chief : 

I send a dispatch just received fp 
graphed to the President the news i 
just received. The Ericsson left tw 


om General Peck. I have tele. 
n yesterday’s Richmond papas 
o hours ago with her three sub- 


pon ae 


/ 
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marine tows, and is going at the rate of 4 miles an hour. Will you 
please advise Secretary of the Navy? Wind west; weather beautiful. 
, SUFFOLK, VA, February 10, 1863. 

Major-General Dix: 


A contraband from Weldon says very strong and extensive earthworks are con- 
structed on the approaches. He heard that Pettigrew contemplated a raid across 
the river, while Pryor would occupy us with his command. A Massachusetts lady 
came from Weldon yesterday on her way North. She said that the enemy had 50,000 
men near the railroad that could be concentrated at Wilmington, Goldsborough, or 
Weldon in afew hours. I give these items as in connection with others that you may 
have, that their proper value may be arrived at. ° 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


NEw York, February 10, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in- Chief : 
_ I telegraphed to General Meigs yesterday in regard to obtaining 
vessels in New York, and can give you details in cipher if you wish it.* 
A. KE. BURNSIDE, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, February 11, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. AMBROSE HE. BURNSIDE, New York: 
Expedition postponed for the present. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 
SUFFOLK, February 11, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 


Pryor has been re-enforced somewhat. I cannot learn of any heavy 
force at Zuni. As the Ninth Corpsis for some ulterior end I fear prom- 
ised forces will not be sent at this time. : 
JOHN J. PECK, 

Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, February 11, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 
Ninth Corps will remain except, it may be, apart. Can we do any- 
thing on the New London [Blackwater] by sending it to you, or would 
it pay to drive Pryor off? We must economize in forces for great re- 


sults hereafter. 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, February 12, 1863. 

Major-General D1x: antic | 
Your claim for the Ninth Corps is strong, and I hope it will remain. 
If 1 had pontoons I would clear out Washington t and New London 
[Blackwater] Bridge. In that event the presence of some old troops 


é ~+Franklin, Va. 


* Some personal matter omitted, 


4 
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from that command would be very essential. One of the brigades here 
spond enable us to move larger commands and make detachments with 


is place. How strong is the Ninth Corps? 
safety to them and this place g JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, February 12, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 


The Ninth Corps is 15,000 strong.* 
OO Sai a ri JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


Hampton Roaps, February 13, 1863—7.30 p. m. 


General H. W. HALLEOK, 
Commander-in-Chief U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

I have just arrived from the South to obtain more heavy guns and 
ammunition. 

I have reconnoitered the whole coast from Charleston to the Ogeechee 
River, and can give full information of the state of affairs both naval 
and military. While the ordnance is being loaded I can come to Wash- 
ington to report in person, and with your permission I will do so. 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Comdg. Eighteenth Army Corps. 


Fort Monkog, February 13, 1863. 
Major-General PEcK: 
My man will return to Boston [Suffolk] to-night. Facilitate him in 
getting through our pickets. He is to be back in thirty days with im- 
portant information. 2 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


- aah ioe jee Se eonseuce between Halleck and 
oster, in relation to return of the latter to South Carolina, se i 
Vol. XIV, pp. 400, 402, 403, 408.] ee 


———. 


Major-General Foster, FEBRUARY [16,] 1863. 


Commanding Department of North Carolina: 


Sir: On the 5th of January, 1863, at 10.30 o’clock p. m as Li 
Sanders was walking in company with three other en on ieee | 
street in Elizabeth City, N. C., they were fired» upon by a party of guer- 
rillas from behind some brick walls, the ruins of burnt buildings. One 
of the men was killed instantly. My brother walked to his quarters 
and died in half an hour from the time he received the wounds. The 
company immediately turned out and succeeded in capturing two of the 
murderers with their guns in their hands. We captured several others 
but without their arms. They were placed in prison to await an inves. 
tigation, which was held, and the innocent set free. ; 


* Some details omitted from this dispatch, 
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The murder of Lieutenant Cox and family occurred on the morning 
of the 9th of February, 1863, in the following manner: He being a resi- 
dent of Pasquotank County, and living 16 miles from town, went down 
for the purpose of moving his family to the city. On his return he was 
attacked by a gang of guerrillas, who came upon him from a thicket and 
fired a volley, killing him and a girl of four years old instantly and 
wounding the wife so that she died on the 13th instant. Three other 
men of my company were wounded, 1 mortally, 1 badly, 1 slightly. 

The team ran to the city, but without any one to tell what had be- 
come of its riders, but the marks of blood on the carriage gave evidence 
of foul play. I immediately sent out an expedition, which returned in 
the evening with the bodies of Lieutenant Cox and child. This caused 
great excitement among the people, both civil and military, who urged 
that something be done to avenge, if possible, or at least to set an ex- 
ample to prevent the committing of such brutal outrages. I was asked 
by many to take all of those prisoners who could be proven guilty of 
being guerrillas and have them shot. I was not myself in favor of 
doing so; but when I thought the matter over deliberately I ordered 
one prisoner, by the name of A. White, to be brought out ‘and shot, 
which was done by a brother of Lieutenant Cox, for which I hold my- 
self personally responsible. 

- E. C. SANDERS, 
Captain, Commanding Post at Elizabeth City. 


‘ 


SUFFOLK, VA., February 16, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

Major Stratton made a general reconnaissance in the direction of 
Blackwater, driving in the pickets about Carrsville, capturing 4 sabers, 
1 Sharps’ carbine, several blankets, and provisions. He examined con- 
trabands who stated Pryor’s force about Franklin at 11,000, and that 

7,000 were at Black Creek Church with cavalry and “right smart artil- 
lery,” making 18,000. These agree very nearly with the reports made 
some ten days since. Major Leon and Captain Loomis credit the 
report as to the 7,000 and place Pryor’s at 7,000 or 8,000 also. Captain 

is made the captures. 
apes : JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 
: WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, February 16, 1863. 


‘Major-General BURNSIDE, Providence, R. I.: 
If agreeable to you to resume the command in North Carolina and of 


inth A Corps, please come to Washington. 
ec ee H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in- Chief. 


PROVIDENCE, R. I., February 17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK: 
Your dispatch is received. I leave for Washington at once and will 


i i son.* 
report to you in per A. E. BURNSIDE. 


* Burnside assumed command of the Ninth Army Corps March 17, 1863, 
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Fort Monroe, February 17, 1863. 


Major-General PECK, 
* Commanding at Suffolk : 

Llearn from a Surry County man, whom I think well informed and 
perfectly reliable, that Pryor’s whole force, including a cavalry regi- 
ment at Philadelphia,* Albany,* and vicinity does not exceed 7,000 
men. He says there is no force between vicinity of New York* and 
Georgetown* and only a small force at Black Creek Church. 


will not be necessary to send the pontoon equipage for which General 
Foster recently made a requisition. The General-in-Chief therefore re- 
quests you to retain it in New York until otherwise called for. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. W. CULLUM, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff. 


JOHN A. DIX, ' 
Major-General. HH. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., February 18, 1863. 
Brig. Gen, JOSEPH G. TOTTEN, 
Chief of Engineers : } 
GENERAL: In consequence of some changes that have been made it ; 


a 


Fort Monrogk, VA., February 18, 1863. 
General JOSEPH G. TOTTEN, 
Chief Engineer U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C. : 
Very recent circumstances will prevent my going to the point where 
I expected to operate. I will therefore withdraw the application for 
the pontoon bridge to be sent there. I would, however, very much 
like to have it in North Carolina, if it is not wanted elsewhere.» 
_ J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Volunteers. 


SUFFOLK 
Major-General Dix: , February 18, 1863. 


Twenty men have deserted from Mounted Rifles 
many to the enemy. 
What had better be done with goods confiscated from ladies ? 
JOHN J. PECK, : 
Major-General. 


since payment— 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A, 
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at this place and vicinity, with the respective dates of assignment and 
numbers of the flags assigned to such vessels. * 

I would also respectfully state that the omission to supply you with 
the list before was on account of my having supposed that due notice was 
also given you by the chief quartermaster, Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas, 
at the same time he furnished it to these headquarters. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Fort Monroe, February 19, 1863. 
Major-General PrEcK: 
Tam very much dissatisfied with Colonel Dodge and his management. 
He has allowed his men to plunder the country, and they are now de- 
serting to the enemy. The President has recommended him .to the 
Senate for brigadier-general. This ought not to be. : 
I think you had better sell Mrs. Portlock’s goods at auction. Apply 
proceeds to public use. 
5 JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., February 19, 1863. 
General H. W. HALLECK, 
~ Commander-in-Chief U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I have just had a conver- 
sation with Admiral Lee, in which he informed me that his gunboats in 
the sounds of North Carolina will soon be ready to operate up the Roan- 
oke, Tar, and Neuse Rivers, for the purpose of destroying some iron- 
clad gunboats reported to be building there. 

He desires my co-operation, which I propose to give with all my avail- 
able force. I can do this the more effectively if the Ninth Army Corps 
be ordered to assist. : 

If the disposable transportation be limited I think I could manage 
with the few remaining boats in the sounds to transport this force in 
detachments from Winfield, on the Chowan River, to the point where 
the force will be used. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: ; J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Volunteers. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Newport News, February 19, 1863. 


Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va. : 
GENERAL: I have received from your assistant adjutant-general a 
communication dated February 18, inclosing a list of steamers in the . 
employ of the Government at Fortress Monroe and vicinity. I beg to be 
informed if these are to be considered as additional to those included in 
the lists sent me in your letters of October 20 and 23. I fear that some 
irregularities have been occasioned by my not having been promptly 


*The list, in which alterations were frequently made, is omitted. 


; 
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ied, agreeably to the arrangement agreed upon in October, with 
pana of megtnees as they ai added to or taken from the original 
list. Under this arrangement steamers may enter and pass out of the 
Roads without being recognized as in the employ of your department. 
To avoid any abuse which might arise out of this custom I have to re- 
quest that you will issue orders that all steamers shall communicate 
with the guard vessel in passing between the hours of sunset and sun- 
rise. I will instruct the outer guard vessel accordingly. 

‘T have also to request that you will direct that the flag-of-truce steam- 
ers shall be required so to arrange their movements as not to pass the 
blockade at Newport News at night, as by doing so they are liable to 
be fired into. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
' S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


NORFOLK, February 20, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 


General Peck’s information seems to tally with the reports brought 
to me that 15,000 men will move in this direction through Princess 
Anne County. I have examined three men to-night. They are very 
much frightened and believe all they say. 

EGBERT L. VIELE, 
Brigadier- General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., February 20, 1863. 
Major-General Drx, Fort Monroe: 


General Viele has doubtless communicated the information received 
by him in respect to a contemplated raid or movement of the enemy in 
this direction. Reports come in from contrabands of re-enforeements 
from Richmond. 

Major Stratton will go to Gatesville and South Mills to-morrow to 
watch that country. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., Fi 
General VIELE, Norfolk: » VA. February 20, 1863. 


Major Stratton will start in the morning f : 
Mills and will watch that section. g for Gatesville and South 


JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Hpqrs. DEPT. oF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY Corps, 
Fort Monroe, Va., February 20, 1868. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P, Lez 


Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 


ADMIRAL: I have just received your communication of 
: see esterday. 
The list of steamers sent you by Colonel Van Buren Gaecaas shawe 
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the additions made to the list furnished you in October. These steam- 
ers Should have been reported to you at the time they were respectively 
taken into the service of the Quartermaster’s Department; but through 
a misapprehension in the assistant adjutant-general’s office, explained 
in Colonel Van Buren’s letter, they were not reported to me. I will 
see that no such mistake occurs hereafter, and that all changes are 
reported the day they are made. I think no inconvenience has resulted 
from it, as all these steamers have a flag number, and none others are 
passed without special permits. 

All steamers in the service of the army communicate with the guard 
vessel now, both by night and day, when it is possible. If they are in 
the quartermaster’s service they exhibit a flag with a number corre- 
sponding with that on the list which has been furnished. If not in his’ 
service they are passed under special permits. 

There is a difficulty at night in distinguishing the guard vessel from 
others, and I respectfully suggest that the one here, as well as the one 
at Norfolk, may hoist a red light at night, so that our steamers may 
know and be able to communicate with them. 

In regard to flag-of-truce boats, their purpose always is to reach here 
before night; but Colonel Ludlow is sometimes unavoidably detained, 
and it may happen, too, that our prisoners cannot be put on board the 
transports at City Point in time to reach your picket boat until after 
dark. The prisoners are generally miserably provided for, and a delay 
of a single night at Newport News would be inconvenient. I therefore 
propose that you suggest some signal, by whistle or lights, by which 
the flag-of-truce boats may advise you of their approach. It is not 
likely that it will be often necessary to use it. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HpQgs. DEPT. oF VA., 7TH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 13. } Fort Monroe, Va., February 20, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. Louis H. Pelouze, assistant adjutant-general, Seventh 
Army Corps, having reported pursuant to orders from the War De- 
partment, is assigned to duty at these headquarters. 

By command of Major-General Dix: 

D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., February 21, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, Fort Monroe: 


I do not feel much apprehension about raids upon Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth. ‘Those places are very strong by nature. Tanner’s Creek, East- 
ern, Southern, and Western Branches of the Elizabeth, with their arms, 
canals, and swamps, almost bar approach at any time, especially when 
everything is flooded. The rebel lines of defense are well selected, and 
by maps I have are only about 3 or 4 miles in extent—about one-third 
of mine. That swamp isa dangerous place for an ordinary force basing 
upon Blackwater, Had the enemy command of the Albemarle it would 


/ 
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be another thing. The enemy must pass via South Mills. The bridges aa 
being destroyed, a small redoubt with a regiment and some artillery 
would bar up the approach. ; ote 
~The only inducement for a pened rhea in by Laer as ANA bee 
i ions against Suffolk, at least 1n ance. 
from combined operations ag ; SOHN J PEOK, <= 
Major-General. 


—— 


UniIteD STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Newport News, Va., February 21, 1863. 


“Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, U.S. A., | 
Commanding Seventh Army Oorps, Fortress Monroe : 


GENERAL: I have received your communication of February 20. 

Have directed that the guard vessel off Fort Monroe and Norfolk 
shall have a red light hoisted between sunset and sunrise. When I 
wrote you about the flag-of-truce boat I had considered what you now 
suggest about a signal. The objection to that is this: Any such signal 
will be quickly understood through informers, and may be badly abused 
by the enemy. If the exchanged prisoners pass the night of their arri- 
val at Old Point on board the steamer the inconvenience would prob- 
ably be the same if the flag-of-truce boat should leave City Point at 
such an hour as would admit of her passing the blockade at daylight. 

If this, which appears to me to be quite practicable, cannot be car- 
ried out, I will on hearing from you instruct the fleet captain to arrange 
variable signals with the flag-of-trucé boat and the picket vessels. 

I have the hovor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEH, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


tts oa ini iiisiamaaait aieiaa Sa Le 


Hpagrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., February 23, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEn, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron ; 


ADMIRAL: I have the honor to inclose a letter from Captain Hdgar, 

‘of the steamer Thomas A. Morgan, the mail boat between this post and 
Yorktown, setting forth a forcible intrusion into his vessel by Lieuten- 
ant Blake, commanding officer of the Mahaska, the guard vessel at 
Yorktown, and the arrest of Mr. John BE. Wilson, his clerk, who was 
taken on board the said vessel and kept in irons from 4 o'clock in the : 
afternoon to 10 o’clock the next day. I have examined Mr. Wilson and 
a witness who saw a part of the transaction for which the former was 
arrested, and their testimony shows that the pilot, Mr. Green. had a 
quarrel with Mr. Wilson of a private nature, resulting in blows; and 
from all the facts I think there is no doubt that Mr. Green was the 
aggressor. 

But whatever the merits of the case may be, the act 
Blake in stopping the mail steamer in the service of the 
ing one of her officers out of her by force, instead of bri 
before me, was an outrage which I do no 
promptly to redress. 


of Lieutenant 
army and tak- 
nging the case 
t doubt you will call on him 


ne ane 
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The delay in bringing the case before you was caused by your ab- 
sence and by accidentally mislaying Captain Edgar’s leiter. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ~ 
) JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, 


UNITED STATES FLAG-sHip MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., February 24, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 


GENERAL: I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
nication of February 23, covering a letter from Captain Edgar, of the 
steamer Thomas A. Morgan, in regard to an alleged forcible intrusion 
into that vessel by Lieutenant Blake, of the Navy, and the seizure and 
confinement by him of the clerk of that steamer. 

This matter will receive prompt attention and the result will be com- 
municated to you as soon as practicable. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. hear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
. Fort Monroe, Va., February 28, 1863. 
Capt. W. E. BLAKE, Provost-Marshal : 

CAPTAIN: You will on receipt of this send Mr. Newbould, the cor- 
respondent of the New York Times, out of the department. He has 
more than once misrepresented the condition of things here. I had 
last evening a dispatch from Major-General Peck informing me that one 
of Mr. Newbould’s statements in regard to matters in his command was 
untrue. Representations in regard to a department in contact with the 
enemy should not only be prudent, but true; and Mr. Newbould in his 
zeal for the press with which he is connected has not taken pains to 
ascertain the truth of his statements, rendering corrections necessary, 
or creating uneasiness which no correction is in time to repair. He is 
obviously a sensationalist and this is no place for him. 


I am, respectfully, yours 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


Hpers. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., February 28, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 

ADMIRAL: The officer in command of the guard vessel took from the 
captain of the steamer Planter, which arrived here this morning with 
troops, his original orders, handing him the copy, which I inclose. I 
respectfully ask that they may be returned to me. They constitute, 
with the indorsement of the quartermaster here, the evidence of the 
performance of the service for which the steamer was chartered, and 
are necessary for the adjustment of the captain’s account with the 
Quartermaster’s Department. 
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vessel not to take from transient steamers arriving here wit 
Z o eipplies for the army their original orders, but to keep cop 
Re Ce ie spectfully, yours 

-” [have the honor to be, very resp My SOHN AE 


Major- General. 


i-monthly Return of the Department of Virginia (Seventh Army Corps), 
ae Gon Wok ae sk Beaty te He for February 28, 1863 (headquarters Fort Monro 7 
Va.). 7, "i 
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Abstract Srom Return of the Department of North Carolina, Maj. Gen. John G. Foster com- . 


manding, for the month of February, 1863 (headquarters, New Berne, N. Co): 


i 
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ReEMARKS.—The divisions of Generals Naglee and Ferry are absent on detached service in the De- 
\ ears of the South, with the exception of the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, of General 
4 


‘erry’s division. 
The Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers and Tenth Connecticut Voiunteers, of General Wes- ~ 
sells’ division, are absent on detached service in the Department of the South. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., March 1, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U. SB. A, 
Comdg. Seventh Army Oorps, Fort Monroe, Va. : 


GENERAL: I received this evening your communication dated 28th 
ultimo. It is necessary that the guard vessel should have an original 
certificate to send in with the weekly return from the department in 
order to show the character of a vessel and cargo passing the blockade. 
The certificate of the quartermaster at Fortress Monroe will answer this 
purpose, which I respectfully request you will have given in all cases 
where it is desirable that the vessel should retain her original order. 
The guard vessel will be directed to return the order to which you re- 
fer, and hereafter merely to take the name of the transport having 
troops on board and afterward get a certificate from the quartermaster. 
This will be done in order not to detain the troops even to copy the 
order; but it will be very inconvenient to the guard vessel, in addition 
to her boarding duties—having no steam-tug to assist her—to do this 
except in case of troop ships. liven in case of troop transports it would 
be convenient if the quartermaster, who has tugs at his command, would 
send the certificate off to the guard vessel. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N, Atlantic Blockading Squadron, 


aed 
FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. I. N. PALMER commanding. ° 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. a 


Col. T. J. C. AMory commanding. _ Col. H. C. Ler commanding. — 


a ; M husetits. 5th Massachusetts. * 
; oe eae chaisctts 25th Massachusetts. ‘ ; 


45th Massachusetts. 27th Massachusetts. 
51st Massachusetts. 46th Massachusetts. 


SECOND DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. Hunry M. NaGLer commanding. 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. C. A. HeckMAN commanding. Col. W. W. H. Davis commanding. ; } 

23d Massachusetts. 11th Maine. : 

9th New Jersey. 100th New York. 
 8ist New York. 52d Pennsylvania. 

98th New York. 104th Pennsylvania. 

Independent New York Battalion. 


THIRD DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. O. S. Ferry commanding. 


Tirst Brigade. . ) Second Brigade. 
Col. Francis A. OSBORN commanding. Col. J. B. HOWELL commanding. 
ie 39th Ilinois. 56th New York. 

aes 62d Ohio. 58th Pennsylvania. 

67th Ohio. : &5th Pennsylvania. 

x 176th Pennsylvania. 174th Pennsylvania. 

eee 

= FOURTH DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. H. W. WxssELis commanding, 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. L. C. HUNT commanding. [Brig. Gen. T. G. SrrvENSoN commanding. 7 
85th New York. 10th Connecticut. 

cart: 92d New York. 24th Massachusetts. 
"Se ihe oer anid ; 44th Massachusetts. 

“ ennsylvania. ; Sth ‘ 

* 103d Pennsylvania, Biodg eland 

is ma ; FIFTH DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen, H. Prince commanding, 
ie Pirst Brigade. Second Brigade. 


Rr Brig. Gen. F. B, SPINOLA commanding. 


132d New York. 


‘Col. James JouRDAN commanding, » 


3d Massachusetts Militia, 


158th Pennsylvania, Sth iliti 
171st Pennsylvania. 158th Noe ce laiaed ares 
: 175th Pennsylvania. 168th Pennsylvania, 


an 
~ 
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ARTILLERY BRIGADE. | 
Brig. Gen. J. H. LEDLIE commanding. 


3d New York Artillery. 
23d Independent New York Battery. 
24th New York Battery. 
Ist Rhode Island Artillery Battery F. 
1st U. S. Artillery, Company C. 


OAVALRY. 
Col. S. H. Mrx commanding. 


3d New York Cavalry. 


UNATTAOHED. 
Brig. Gen. EpDwarp E. Potter. 


“Ist North Carolina (Union) Volunteers. 


Fort Monro, VA., March 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Chief of Staff: 


A demonstration was made on the enemy’s lines yesterday which 
brought out a considerable foree. An attack was to have been made 
on one of his batteries last night, but was probably postponed for want 
of boats, to be brought from Norfolk. Every effort will be made to 
ascertain promptly his strength. I telegraphed General Peck on the 
subject last night, after'my return from Suffolk, in consequence of a 
dispatch from General Butterfield stating that Hood’s and Pickett’s 
divisions were reported in Hooker’s front. I have just received a dis- 
patch from General Peck in which he says deserters from Pickett’s 
division state that they saw Pickett yesterday and that no brigades 
have gone from Longstreet?’s command. They received orders to be 
ready to move last night, but the orders were countermanded. One of 
the deserters, a Texan, says that Hood was there yesterday. Jenkins’ 
division is before Suffolk. I will direct General Peck to make a recon- 
naissance in force, and will be ready to make the movement referred to 
by you promptly. 
7 egpatal JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, March 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have received information that the corps @armée of 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill is within the limits of this State and that he 
commands this department. General Longstreet’s corps, it is thought, 
has gone either to the southwest or to the vicinity of Charleston. 

I referred in my last letter to some iron-clads being constructed 
on the Tar and Roanoke Rivers. It is understood that the one on the 
Roanoke River is nearly completed, and to prevent its being destroyed 
by our gunboats before it is ready for service the enemy have assem- 
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_ Major-General PECK, Suffolk: 


bled large force at Hamilton, said to be 7,000 infantry, 1,000 caval 
and seven batteries of between six and eight pieces each. 


The fortifications at Rainbow Bluff, just below Hamilton, destroyed by — 
me last November, are being repaired and heavy guns being mounted 
from Weldon. A considerable force is at Weldon and the enemy are 


busily engaged in fortifying that point. 

My present force of artillery and the fact that my best troops have 
been sent to the Department of the South will not allow me to attack 
Hamilton with any reasonable prospect of success. 


¢ 4 


To prevent the enemy from putting their threat into execution of ~ 


taking the town of Plymouth, taking the gunboats, or driving them out 
of the river, I propose to re-enforce that, point, and at the same time I 
have prepared a strong reconnaissance, under General Prince, to move 
in the direction of Wilmington, and so prevent too great an accumula- 
tion of force on the Roanoke until such time as I shall be strong enough 
to attack with advantage. The command is only waiting for a suitable 
condition of the roads to move, the recent rains having rendered them 
almost impassable. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Newport News, March 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN A. Dix, U. S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: I inclose Lieutenant Blake’s explanation for your perusal 
when please return it to me. You will see that the circumstances of 
the case had not been fully and correctly represented to you. Still the 
course pursued by this young officer, then in temporary command of 
the Mahaska, was irregular and injudicious. I regret the occurrence 
and am sure that no official discourtesy was intended. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
. S. P. LER, 
Acig. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


; SUFFOLK, VA., Mare 
Major-General Dix: d » March 3, 1863. 
Colonel Spear has just reported the result of a reconnaissance toward 


Franklin. From sources that h i i 
Fre ar s ‘S that he says are entirely reliable t 
is reported at 20,000. z ee 


JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


MaARrcH 3. 


It is reported that a company of the Mount i 
ort ompany he ed Rifles have deser 
the enemy. I cannot credit the report. It is also reported AY pos ot 
the companies refused to go on picket duty. It is important that I 
should know the truth of these reports at once, ilies 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


ry, 


S 


‘a 


_ Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix: 


\ 
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SUFFOLK, March 3, 1863. 


The indorsement of Colonel Dodge is as follows: 


Not one individual member of the Mounted Rifles has ever refused to do any duty. 
No company has deserted nor is there any possible probability of such an occurrence. 
About 20 men have deserted since 1st Jannary—l2 of them together; can satisfac- 
torily explain why. The morale of the regiment was never better than it is to-day. 
My reasons for believing this are reliable, and will satisfy any one of the entire want 
of foundation for such rumors as are sent. 


CHARLES C. DODGE, 
Colonel, Sc. 


Have called for a report, which I will forward. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, March 4, 1863. 

Major-General Dix: 
Spear left at 11 last night, with the most profound secrecy, to cut off 
a guard on this side the bridge at Franklin. Two men deserted thirty 
minutes before he passed the pickets and carried the information to 
Franklin. All was ready for his reception—artillery, infantry, &c. He 
lost none but captured three. His last dispatch says Longstreet and 
Jackson are there with re-enforcements. Of the latter there can be but 
little doubt; as to those generals I cannot say. Longstreet has been — 
reported in the West, which I do not believe. 

JOHN J. PECK, 

Major-General. 


ForT MONROE, V4., 
March 4, 1863—9.20 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 
General-in- Chief: 

It is reported to me from Richmond that nearly all the insurgent 
army has left Fredericksburg, and are moving to North Carolina and 
the Blackwater. A deserter from Richmond also states that there were 
but 30,000 men at Fredericksburg a week ago. I have just received 
the following dispatch from General Peck: 

SuFFOLK, VA., March 3, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

The news from Blackwater is that the Ninth Corps is here or arriving, on the sup- 
position that the enemy has been re-enforced to 20,000. A relative of Jefferson Davis 
is in command where Pryor has been. The artillery is especially mentioned as being 
the best in the South. Some new cavalry reported. This comes from persons residing 
in different places, and Spear creditsit. Spear is going out this evening. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., March 5, 1863. 
Major-General DIx: 
Colonel Spear has returned. He reports 20,000 on the Blackwater. 
General Colston is there. General Longstreet is at Petersburg with 
two divisions of his corps. He visits Blackwater once or twice every 


» week; Jackson not there. Pryor has been to Richmond to give account — 
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of his operations before a court of inquiry and returned yesterday. Re-. 
i that I get from prisoners. 
ports are contradictory that I g pr JOHN J. PEOK 
Major-General. 


/ 


. First DIVISION, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRpPs, 
en New Berne, March 5, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. SourHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Sig: I have the honor to report, for the informagion of the command- 
ing general of the department, the following facts relative to the arrest 
of certain citizens of Edenton by the military authorities in the Depart- 
ment of Virginia, and of the carrying away of certain horses by the same 
authority : 

It appears that after the firing upon a party of Dodge’s cavalry, and 
the killing of one of them by some guerrillas near Edenton, a military 
force was sent to that place and arrested some 8 or 10 persons. On my 
recent inspecting tour I had an interview with the mayor and principal 
citizens of Edenton for the purpose of ascertaining all the facts in the 
case. The citizens appear to be much outraged at the appearance of 
guerrilla parties in their vicinity, as of course they must suffer for it. 
They do not pretend to say anything in favor of some of those who were 
arrested, and say they are rejoiced that they have been carried away, 
as they are troublesome, bad men, and one or two of them are deserters 
from the rebel army. 

Inclosed I send statement signed by those citizens concerning Joshua 
T. Stacy, Moses Hobbs, Seth Parker, John Coffield, Jobn 8. Leary, 
and J. 8. Leary, jr., six of the persons arrested and carried to Suffolk. 

The citizens who make these statements are said to be loyal men. 
My belief is that they have at least remained always, since Edenton 
has been in our possession, peaceable and quiet and desirous of doing 
no act against the United States authorities ; and I think it nothing 
more than my duty to request you to bring the matter to the early at- 
tention of the commanding officer of the Department of Virginia in | 
order that a fair investigation may be had in the several cases. — 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General Vo lunteers. 


SUFFOLK, VA., March 6, 1863 
3 ath, . y ) . 
Major-General Drx: ‘ 
Three very intelligent non-commissioned officers hay 
ward Blackwater looking for deserters. 
selves for Confederates and had the freec 
rebel near Windsor, from whom they picked up man y items. He said 
from 20,000 to 25,000 were on Blackwater; that a new general was 
Be oy ere coming Over so soon as the river fel] sufficiently 
was Mei and some bridges had been damaged Their spi iH 
4 ges ha ; amaged. 1eir Spies knew ¢ 
about Suffolk; that we had 1» ‘ ' eee 


000, and two gunboats. T 
: we ha (000, ¢ gunboats. These numbers 
agree very neé ly with Information I received from ninerous quarters 
and from men of good judgment and general information 


JOHN J, PECK, 
Major-General. 


e been out to- 
Last night they passed them- 
lom of the house of a leading 


~ 
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Hee Fort Monroe, Va., March 6, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALuEcK, 
General-in-Chief U. 8. Army: 


Another reconnaissance on the Blackwater puts the enemy’s force at 
20,000. It is commanded by General Colston. Longstreet is said to 
be at Petersburg, but I do not consider it certain. Colonel Spear has 
avian 3 of the enemy’s pickets, 2 horses, 3 rifles, sabers, and other 
articles. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


: MARCH 7. 
Major-General PECK, Suffolk : 


Last night it was reported to me through Admiral Lee that Pryor had 
sent a force, probably small, to Smithfield and Pagan Creek four days 
ago. It would be well to ascertain. The guns will be attended to. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Newport News, March 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN A. DIX, 
- Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 


GENERAL: The commanding officer of the guard vessel at Norfolk 
reports to me to-day that the quartermaster at that post declines to give 
certificates to transports returning in ballast from Norfolk on the ground 
that their contracts with Government expired when their cargoes were 
discharged and that they were therefore no longer in Government em- 
ploy. I beg you will give such directions as will prevent the inconven- 
iences which arise from this. I would suggest that a certificate in each 
ease from the quartermaster, stating that the vessel had come as a 
transport in the employ of the army and was going out in ballast, would 
be all that is necessary. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., March 7, 1863. 


His Excellency ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States : 

Str: Iam extremely unwilling to trouble you, amid your multifarious 
-and responsible duties, with a matter which ought to have been settled 
elsewhere; but having failed in every effort to arrange it I feel it my 
duty to the publie service to appeal to you. Soon after Admiral Lee 
took command of the blockading squadron on this part of the coast he 
placed a gunboat between Fort Monroe and Fort Wool, a short distance 
to the east, and required all vessels bound to this post, even when laden 
with army stores, to come to anchor or heave to until a permit to come 
to the dock could be procured from me. No such requirement has been 
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enforced before since the commencement of the war. It is not only a 
new but a needless vexation, and has led in some instances to the most 


serious inconvenience and loss. The only pretext under which it can be 
madé is to enforce the blockade, and as against this fortit 1s an absurd- 
ity. A blockade is an investment of an enemy’s port. Admiral Lee is 
blockading one of our forts by one of our gunboats—a novelty in war 
which is without precedent. : ie ea a 

I protested against this proceeding at the outset as an indignity to the 
army and to the commander of this military department, whose head- 
quarters are here; and I would havé resisted it but for an unwillingness 
to present to the public the scandal of a quarrel between the Army and 
the Navy, when the cordial co-operation of both is needed to maintain 
the national interests and honor. 

If the object of the blockade of the enemy’s territory were promoted 
by the measure I would silently acquiesce in it, objectionable as it is. 
But no such object is gained. There is no enemy’s territory to block- 
ade within 15 miles of Fort Monroe, and the blockading squadron at 
Newport News and Norfolk shuts out all ingress. It does not profess 
to be a precaution against smuggling, and it would be useless if it did. 
There is a revenue vessel at Fort Monroe, commanded: by a very faithful 
and vigilant officer. There is also a captain of the port, with a compe- 
tent force. These two officers examine all vessels that come to Fort 
Monroe, not only as to the sufficiency of their papers but as to their 
cargoes, opening and scrutinizing every cask and package. 

The partial objections to the measure are these: 

1st. It compels every vessel to come to and to send to the fort for a 
permit, often at great inconvenience. 

2d. It occasions delays, always vexatious in time of war, when the 
prompt delivery of supplies is necessary, and sometimes exceedingly 
annoying. The last time I visited Washington a commissary’s vessel, 
laden with potatoes, of which we were greatly in need, was kept lying 
alongside of the guard boat twenty-four hours because I was not here 
to grant a permit. On the same day some boats laden with insurgents 
came out of the Rappahannock and burned the ship Alleghanian, laden 
with guano. Ifthe gunboat had been employed in protecting our com- 
merce here instead of blockading the army at Fort Monroe and keeping 
us out of our supplies it would have deprived the enemy of a success 
and spared us an annoyance. 

_ 3d. It is the source not only of annoyance but of disaster and private 
injury. On the night of the 21st ultimo, in the midst of a violent easterly 
gale and snow-storm, a schooner laden with forage for the quartermas- 
ter in attempting to enter the harbor for shelter was ordered off by the 
guard boat, as the captain states, because she had not a permit from me, 
and ran aground on the beach. She was unladen with great inconven- 
ience, and we had three steamers employed for poriane’t two days to 
gether afloat. The actual loss to Government cannot be less than $1,000. 

The officer of the gunboat, as I learn, has authority to pass vessels 
driven into the harbor by violent storms; but misapprehensions some- 
times arise and serious accidents occur in consequence. If the gunboat 
were removed there would be no danger of misunderstanding and loss. 

These are, briefly, some of the inconveniences and the evils of this meas- 
ure. Lobjecttoit, first, asuseless; second, as inconvenient and vexatious: 
third, as producing public annoyance and injury; { 


; fourth, as ¢ i 

i : yt , aS a source ot 
PIV), Y 2; SS: ¢ c = " el Bes 

private wrong and loss ; and, fifth, as an indignity to the army; and on 


these grounds I ask your interposition to terminate it. I inclosea map 


a 
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showing the position of the gunboat at A, and I request that she may 
be required to be removed and placed as far west as B, and that this 
fort and the anchoring ground between it and Hampton be left open to 
the access of vessels, as it was under Admirals Goldsborough and Wilkes, 
not only to such as have army supplies but such as come here for shelter, 
subject to the usual revenue and military inspection, which is never | 
omitted. 

There is an immense contraband traffic carried on between the York 
and Rappahannock Rivers, and the steamer which is blockading us 
might render a valuable service in that quarter instead of creating an- 
noyance to the army here. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, March 7, 1863. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe: 


The proposed exchange reminds me that the infantry force here is 
very low, considering its very recent organization. Bayonets of men for 
duty, 7,100; aggregate, 8,300. Should an attack be made during stormy 
weather, when communication is interrupted between Old Point and 
Norfolk, the enemy might possibly gain some advantage. 

4 JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monrok, VA., March 9, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


I have just received the following dispatch from General Peck: 


SUFFOLK, VA., March 9, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 


Colonel Dodge has just returned from Blackwater beyond Windsor. His advance 
was fired upon by rebel cavalry. He charged them, following down Bridge road, and 
captured 4, with 5 horses and other equipments. The party crossed over. His in- 
formation is corroborative of all we have of the force of the enemy. Prisoners give 
twenty-odd thousand on the river. General Hill had been there, but thought he was 
not there now. Additional cavalry regiments are mentioned ; also’ new batteries. 


Pryor not in command. 
JOHN J. PECK. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monro, VA., March 9, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, ~ 
General-in- Chief: 
The account of 20,000 men on the Blackwater is confirmed from many 
quarters. There is a large force at Petersburg and Drewry’s Blutt. 


Very few troops at Richmond. ; 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


oan ae 


. 
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- Fort Monro, VA., March 11, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, Pee 
General-in-Chief U. S. Army: — 

I have just received the following dispatch from General Peck: 


Surro.k, Va., March 11, 1863. 


General JOHN A. Dix: coh 
The Fifty-second and Vifty-fifth North Carolina and two Mississippi regiments are 
among the late arrivals; deserters say large regiments; that General Longstreet — 
has command, with headquarters at Petersburg. He sent a division to Charleston, 
which is returning to Ait nee Two regiments, Virginians, 
or Petersburg from Blackwater. 
under orders f g JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General, 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, March 11, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 


Charleston Mercury of 26th February has the following: I 


Longstreet’s division of Lee’s army is in motion. Some 15,000 passed through 
Richmond. They took the route pointing to the south side of the James. 


This has been verified by the general reports since about that time. 
Of late, some reported a division going to South Carolina. To-day the 
deserters say it is back again, and will probably go to Fredericksburg. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPS, 
New Berne, N. C., March 11, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatuxcr, 


General-in- Chief U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: Referring to my letter of March 2 I have the honor to 
report that the reconnaissance of General Prince has returned and re- 
ported. General Prince proceeded up the south side ot Trent River to 
Trenton, meeting with no opposition; he found the bridges over the 
Trent at that point not rebuilt. He then retraced his steps for Pollocks- 
ville ;, thence to Young’s Cross-Roads; thence crossin g the White Oak 


River to Onslow. The cavalry force under his ¢ 
ava f ommand thorough] ; 
et the ae ae White Oak and New Rivers, scattering ail “4 
ull parties of the enemy in that vicinity. Att ini in- ; 
formation possible he eoheRG: Ree cares Ona ae 


es poet 


A reconnaissance, under command of Brig 
consisting of a portion of the Fifty-first Mass 
2 ee of artillery, and detachment of cavalry, proceeded to Swans- 

gros , on White Oak River, They met with no opposition 
peconnaissance was sent up Trent road toward Kinston, consisting 
of the Twenty-fifth Regiment, under command of Colonel Picl ett : d 
sey teh Res y skett, anc 
two companies Third New York Cavalry, under Captain Jacobs A 
portion of this command proceeded to within 12 miles of Kinston sur 
| 9* % 


prising an outpost of the enemy (two i i 
pease : 1em) companies) at that point, e: - 
ing 5 prisoners, their camp equipage, &e. Me ob POR) ae 


adier-General Potter, and 
achusetts Volunteer Militia, 


ee ee 


Ee a 
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Colonel Jones, commanding picket line, pushed a reconnaissance to 
Core Creek and drove the enemy back in that direction. A force was 
sent to Hyde County to catch certain guerrillas in that county and to 
break up a smuggling trade in corn and forage. This party was ambus- 
caded, and lost, before they dispersed the enemy, 4 killed and 13 wounded 
from the Third New York Cavalry. On their return, as I found the’ 
object had not been thoroughly accomplished, I sent a larger force, 
under command of Colonel Morris, One hundred and first Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. From this I have not yet heard. 

The information derived from these various scouts is, briefly— 

Thirty-eight thousand rations are issued daily from Goldsborough to 
troops within drawing distance. This in all probability includes the 
forces at Goldsborough, Kinston, Tarborough, Kenansville (west of 
Onslow, near the railroad), and possibly the force on the Roanoke River, 
leaving Weldon and Wilmington as separate points of issue. 

The information given in mine of March 2, as to the force on Roanoke 
River, has been confirmed, both as to position and numbers. The iron- 
clad, also mentioned, is again reported as being now ready. 

Owing to the dearth of transportation in this department at present 
i shall have to await the return of the expedition to Hyde County in 
order to send re-enforcements to Plymouth, which I propose to do, and 
also to erect a battery there capable of defending the town, holding the 


‘mouth of the river, and assisting the Navy in repelling the iron-clads. 


Owing to the fact that so large a portion of my light artillery is now 
in the Department of the South (a picked force) it is necessary to mount 
two companies Third New York Artillery, and I have made the requisi- 
tions (to-day’s mail) for two batteries of Napoleon guns, complete. and 
for the requisite number of horses. I trust this will meet your approval, 
and that the guns and horses will be at once ordered. 

I omitted to mention that General Dix having kindly offered to scout 
from Norfolk and Suffolk, with his cavalry, in the direction of Edenton, 


‘Blizabeth City, and Winfield, I have embraced the offer, and shall con- 


centrate the forces at these small posts, Plymouth, and Roanoke. The 
small posts above-named were difficult to re-enforce or support, and 
yet some force should be in this direction, and this relieves me of the 
weight. 

ae favor of the 4th of March, on the subject of the Maine artillery, 
has just come to hand, and in obedience thereto I am taking the neces- 
sary steps to muster out such members of that organization as do not 
voluntarily join some other arm of the service. 

Tam, general, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SUFFOLK, March 12, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. DIX: 
There has been some mystery about Longstreet’s moves, but the fol- 
lowing from Charleston Mercury settles all doubt: 


Longstreet has been appointed by the President to the department made vacant 
by the resignation of General Smith. This department includes South Virginia and 
North Carolina. General Longstreet’s headquarters will be at Petersburg. 


JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


ain letters have this moment reached me to the effec 
tack upon Suffolk is to be made. One is from the signal office 
orfolk. In it he says that every preparation. is being made at Fr; 
n to render the affair successful. The information he regards as from 
good sources. - : iy 4 3 

~ Some person who has run the blockade gives it as the current report 


in Bi d. 
ae JOHN J. PECK, | 
9 Major-General. Fe 


. SuFFOLK, March 12, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: ; a 
The reported increase on Blackwater has resulted from the movement 
of troops into your department.” My impression has been that they 
_ were watching our moves. Longstreet’s position with supports near — 
Petersburg wears a threatening appearance, and may form the basis of — 
_ the reports from Norfolk. eg 
be JOHN J. PECK, a 


Major-General. 


——— 


et Fort MONROE, March 12, 1863. 
_ Major-General PEcK, 
Commanding at Suffolk: 


Tn view of reports you mention I shall send you 5,000 men, probably 
2,000 to-morrow, from Newport News. % 


JOHN A. DIX, | ya 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, Mai 3 
Major-General Dix: ee 


Colonel Stetzel is 9 miles below Gatesville. Reports an attack by 
guerrillas some days ago, who were driven off by the troops and gun- 


boat. — 
JOUN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Tort Monroe, VA., 
March 13, 1863—11 a. m. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatixcx, 
General-in-Chief U. 8. Army : 


General Longstreet is in command of th i 
i é e forces at Richmond ¢ 
the Blackwater, in place of General Gustavus W. Smith ruined Th 
view of the large re-enforcements on the Blackwater i’ have ordered 


Getty’s division of the Ni Jorn eT 
i Bar nsks News, ¢ Ninth Army Corps to Suffolk. The rest are at 


SOHNE. DERG 
Major-General, Commanding. 


| Chav. XXX] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 559 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 


—- March 13, [1863|—6. .m. 
Lieut. Col. SourHARD HorrMan, [1863]—6.30 p. m 


Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Sir: The information of the attack on our Trent River posts reached — 
me just now, on my return from an expedition to Core Creek, Street’s 
Ferry, &e. My companies have not yet returned, but four of them are 
expected every minute; too tired, however, to move by the Tuscarora 
road and try the flank of any enemy that may be there. The best I can 
do will be to strengthen my posts and wait further intelligence and 
events. Three of my companies who were sent to examine the country 
Ee ee Neuse River and Core Creek will not probably be back to- 
night. 

_ Meanwhile I have no immediate use for the locomotive and send it 
in. IfI had a few fresh troops I would move on the line indicated, Tus- 
carora and Red House road. : 

In the course of an hour or so I shall proceed to the Red House. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. RICHTER JONES, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
March 14, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. SouTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Sir: I have the honor to report that from information received 
through Captain Willson, Company H, whom J sent on a reconnaissance 
at 3 p. m. this morning, I learn that a force of the enemy, not supposed 
large, are on Trent road near the Gully. My men are very tired, hav- 
ing marched 30 miles yesterday, and returned only at 11 p.m, but I 
shall move half my command by the Tuscarora road to re-enforce the 
Trent posts and, if opportunity be offered, attack the enemy’s flank or 
front, according to circumstances. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. RICHTER JONES, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


I propose holding this post to the last extremity, even to the risk of 
having to cut my way through, and then shall leave a garrison in my 
unfinished block-house. 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 

Q March 15, [1863|—8 o’clock p. m. 

Lieut. Col. SoUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General : 


Sir: I have just returned from a reconnaissance to Deep Gully, &e. 
I found no enemy there, nor within 3 miles beyond, and from informa- 
tion I obtained it would seem that the main body of their force moved 
away last evening and the residue early this morning, in full retreat. 

From the examination I made they had eight pieces in battery in the 
field behind the Gully, and had a front of about 1,200 yards deployed, 
enveloping and turning our Deep Gully position on both flanks, From 


. They did not approach the 
ee tfull 3 bedient servant | 
ip our obe 3 . 
ae oe J. RICHTER JONES, 
Colonel Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers. — 


. 


Hpgrs. Firry-First MASSACHUSETTS REGIMENT, : 
Beaufort, N. C., March 15, 1863, — 


Lieut. Col. SourHARD HOFFMAN, : 
Assistant A djutant-General. : i 

CoLONEL: No train arriving yesterday, and receiving intelligence’ 
last night at 10 o’clock from Lieutenant-Colonel Studley that New Berne — 
was attacked, [ went up on hand-car after midnight to Newport Bar- | 
_ racks, thinking there might be trouble there. Tound everything all 

_ right. No signs of the enemy in that vicinity. About5 miles above, at 
the signal station, a single rail was removed from the track by a small — 

_ party of rebel cavalry, 12 or 15 in number. The number is verified by 
different persons. I traced them several miles from the railroad. They — 

_ passed down last night within 2 miles of the track about 5 p.m. and re- 
turned at 8 p.m. Our cavalry companies have been scouting, and no | 
the enemy is-in that vicinity. Are on the alert all along the line. 
= Yours, truly, 


[A. B. R.] SPRAGUE, 
Colonel Fifty-first Massachusetts. 


2 SUFFOLK, March 16, 1863. 

Bean. Major-General Drx: 4 
; What will be done with General Dodge? Iwish tomake Spear chief 
¥ : of cavalry. He will attempt the capture of the guard at Washington, 
es with cavalry and infantry, about dawn, althou gh roads are horrible. 
= JOHN J. PECK. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-sure MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, March 16, 1863. 


“ih 


Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, U.S. A 
Commanding Seventh Arm y Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 
GENERAL: Commander Creighton hag been informed that there are 

a number of wagons at Gloucester Court-House 
ioe ing forage and provisions tor the rebel forces 
; ‘cavalry at Gloucester Court-House and 
Court-House, and that their horses are in a very bad condition 


I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours, 


WASHINGTON, N. C.. Mi 
Lieut. Col. SourHARD Horraay : ; » March 16, 1863. 

CoLONEL: I send with this a note fro i \ a 
giving you all the information he has bear BSN PPE Ras onion 


He seemsto 


‘Cuar XXX.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 561 


have no apprehension of attack, but if the rebels come we will try to 
give them a warm reception. I have sent my men to quarter on Grice’s 
plantation. 
. Yours, with respect, 
FRANCIS L. LEB, 
Colonel Forty-fourth Regt. Massachusetts Vol. Militia. 


{Inclosure.] 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Washington, N. C., March 16, 1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel HoFrrman: 

DEAR Sir: I have to report that I know nothing of the movements 
of the enemy except that we have heard from the direction of Plymouth 
and Williamston and nothing doing in that direction. I hear of noth- 
ing in the direction of Greenville beyond Tranter’s Creek upon the op- 
posite side of the Tar River. I hear nothing and of course have nothing 
to report. The enemy have not allowed any communications across the 
river for some days. Everything, so far as we know, about our lines 
remains the same as usual. 

, I am, in great haste, respectfully, yours, 
LUKE LYMAN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post. 


WASHINGTON, N. C., March 16, 1863. 


Lieutenant-Colonel HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Eighteenth Army Corps: 


COLONEL: Since my first note I am informed by the provost-marshal 
that one of Mr. Grice’s family slaves states that ‘‘massa says the d—d 
Yankees will smell hell here before next Saturday night.” 

The said Grice is preparing to move himself and family out to a plan- 
tation which he says is about 3 miles out. When I asked him why he 
moved he said, ‘+ Well, it is best for a family man to be in a quiet place, 
and when the lightning plays one can’t tell where it will strike.” Iam 
informed several of the secesh families are moving from the place. I 
may feel called upon to detain these emigrants, but in regard to that I 
shall consult with Colonel Lyman. ; 

Colonel Lyman thinks it unwise to close the lines to-night, but Grice’s 
departure will depend upon what we may learn hereafter. I send the 
a oe for what it is worth, thinking you perhaps would be the better 
judge of that. 

Your obedient servant, 
FRANCIS L. LEE, 
Colonel Forty-fourth Regt. Massachusetts Vol. Militia. 


Fort Monroe, March 17, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 
I do not intend that General Dodge shall command the cavalry force 
at Suffolk. I shall make some other arrangement if he is put on duty 


in my command. 
xt! JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
36 R R—VOL XVIII 


ee 
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SuFFOLK, VA., March 17, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, Commanding Seventh Corps: 

You will be pleased to learn that Lieutenant Hill, of the New York 
Mounted Rifles, with a patrol of 10 men, captured the noted forager, 
Brown, and 6 men between Windsor and the Blackwater. Three of the 
rebels escaped in the woods. Brown has managed many of the supply 
trains of General Pryor. ne inet ang Celene te nen bs 

i rve the favorable notice of the Goverpment. 
officer and his party dese Sonn 5. DRO, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. 0., March 17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, : 
General-in- Chief U. S. Army, Washington, D. O.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to most respectfully and earnestly request 
that the detachment of the Eighteeenth Army Corps now in the Depart- 
ment of the South be ordered to return here. My reasons for this request 
are the accounts from Port Royal show that there is noimmediate prospect 
of a movement from that place, and the withdrawal of troops therefore 
would not be detrimental to the service; also the enemy are in large 
force in this State and becoming aggressive. General D. H. Hill is in 
immediate command, and the expressed determination of General 
Longstreet is to “clean out the Yankees from the State of North Caro- 
lina.” Again, with the detachment of my troops returned I would be 
able to make some important movements in this State, cutting the rail- 
road again, and, if a movement on the Blackwater were made simulta- 
neously, perhaps reaching Weldon. 

The enemy have a moving column 30,000 strong and with abundance 
of artillery. They should be met, and my picked troops and best artil- 
lery being absent I am utterly unable to do so. 

I trust, general, that the above reasons given will be favorably re- 
ceived by you, and that in my request you will see a desire for the good 
of the service. I consider that we are perfectly able to act on the de- 
fensive here, but with the return of my detachment, from the lack of 
spirit displayed by the enemy in their recent demonstration, I feel con- 
fident that I can overpower the enemy here. 

I have the honor to be, general, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, 

J. @. FOSTER, ° 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Fort Monroe VA., 
March 17, 1863—4 p. m. 
Maj. Gen, AMBRosE E. Burnsipn, Washington, D. O.: 


The First and Second Divisions are here. The Third Division, Gen- 
eral Getty, has gone to Suffolk, viz, Ninth, Eighty-ninth, and One hun. 
dred and third New York; Tenth and Thirteenth N ew Hampshire ; 
Highth, Eleventh, Sixteeenth, and Twenty-first Connecticut; Fourth 
and Seventh Rhode Island, and Twenty-fifth New Jersey. The last left 
to-day, except the Ninth New York, which leaves to-morrow. General 
Willcox commands the corps; Ferrero the post of Newport News. 


WM. H. FRENCH, 
Captain. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. OF THE ARMY, ADIT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 125. Washington, Mareh 17, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 
Ill. Brig. Gen. Henry M. Naglee, U. S. Volunteers, will report for 
He to Major-General Foster, commanding Department of North Caro- 
ina. 
* * “‘* * * * * 
By command of Major-General Halleck : 
L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant- General. 


Fort Monroe, Va., 
March 18, 1863—8.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen..H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 

General Peck has ascertained by very authentic testimony that the 
forces on the Blackwater are from 27,000 to 30,000, corresponding with 
my statement last evening. A portion has crossed the river and are 
intrenched on this side. Colonel Spear attacked one of their earth- 
works yesterday, but did not succeed in carrying it. Our loss is tri- 
fling. We captured a lieutenant, and, I understand, a few privates. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., March 18, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H.W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 

My man arrived from Richmond late last evening. He was at Staun- 
ton on the 7th. General Jones was in command with 35,000 men. Near 
Culpeper Court-House there were 1,800. He was at Fredericksburg on 
the 9th. The enemy had one hundred and seven regiments there, 
making, as he thinks, about 85,000. The regiments have been strength- 
ened lately by conscripts. At Fort Darling there are about 7,000; be- 
tween Fredericksburg and Richmond about 15,000; below Fredericks- 
burg and on the Blackwater, 28,000. At Richmond there are not over 
3,000. Wise, on the left bank of the James River, on the Chickahominy, 
at White House, and Diascund Bridge, has about 9,000. The enemy 
has reoccupied Fort Powhatan, on the right bank of the James River, 
with 4,000 men, and is fortifying strongly. This is a part of the 28,000 
between Fredericksburg and the Blackwater. All my information con- 
firms the belief that every man capable of bearing arms that could be 
reached in the insurgent States has been taken up by the conscription 


act. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort MONROE, VA., 

March 18, 1863—10 a. m. 

Maj. Gen. AMBROSE E. BURNSIDE: 
Received your dispatch of yesterday. Have reported to General 

Dix. He informs me that Getty’s division has been sent to Suffolk. 

Willcox and Sturgis are still at Newport News. Shall I order Getty 

and Sturgis? It may cause a little delay to replace Getty at Suffolk 


by Willcox. 
JNO. G. PARKH, 
Major-General. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., March 18, 1863. 


‘Maj. Gen. JOHN G. PARKE: 43 
General Halleck says to take Willcox’s and Sturgis’ divisions. Tell 
‘Getty he will follow very soon. A. E. BURNSIDE, 


Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, VA., 
March 18, 1863—8 p. m. 


‘Maj. Gen. AMBROSE E. BURNSIDE: 


Willcox will commence the embarkation to-morrow. General Dix 
loaned the command a number of tents, and he wishes them returned. 
Both Willcox and Sturgis will require shelter-tents. I will get their 
requisitions and forward them to you. General Smith is absent. I will 
get a list of the staff belonging to the corps now on duty with it and 


send it to you for disposition. 
JNO. G. PARKHE, 


Major-General. 


NEWPORT BARRACKS, N. C., March 18, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. SOUTHARD HOFFMAN: 


COLONEL: I have learned from persons who have come from the 
vicinity of Peletier’s Mills, about 17 miles from here, that there was a 
large force of cavalry at that. place last Saturday night, but went away 
Sunday—some set the number as high as 1;500—and that General Rob- 
ertson was in command. Their wagons were left at Smith’s Mill on 
White Oak River. It is said there was a brigade in that vicinity, but 
nothing has been heard of them since Sunday. The two companies of 
cavalry stationed at this post are out in that direction (Peletier’s) to-day, 
with instructions to learn if possible what troops they were. 

Yours, &c., 
J. M. STUDLEY, 
Lneutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post. 


SUFFOLK, VA., M : 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Drx: » VA., March 19, 1863 


One brigade of Pickett’s division, commanded by General Br i 

é y General Bratton, is 

at Franklin (the First, Fifth, Sixth South Carolina, and First South 
Carolina Sharpshooters constitute a part of his command); General 
Colston’s brigade of North Carolina and Mississippi troops is here— 
all under Longstreet, who is near Petersburg. The two other brigades 
of Fickett’s are near the railway, some miles this side Petersburg. 
pas Cot ad ee a Raleigh, 1,000 Strong. The servant of 

cer Says that General Hill would attack N 
already done so. This he overheard. whe Ce 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
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Fort Monrog, March 19, 1863. 
Major-General PEcK: 

The two divisions at Newport News have been ordered out of the 
department. Getty’s remains with you. New Berne has been feebly 
attacked. The rebels have retired.* 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MonROg, VA., 
March 19, 1863—5.10 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. AMBROSE E. BURNSIDE, Commanding: 


One brigade of Willcox’s division is embarked and part of the second; 
also a battery of artillery; but it is not proper that they should start. 
A severe snow-storm set in this morning and still continues, and as the 
steamers will have to wait until it is over I have ordered the embar- 
kation to be postponed. Shall the ammunition and ambulance train of 
the First Division follow the division, or wait until the Second Division 
is embarked? General Smith is still absent. The chief quartermaster 
-has not yet reported for duty; went west with General Burns. Cap- 
tain Van Ness, acting, absent on leave. Dr. McDonald is absent with 
leave; all others present. Bowen, Coale, and Chambloss were assigned 
to the Ninth Corps, and Babcock to the Sixth, by orders from the War 
Department of March1. It appears that these assignments are ordered 
by the President. Should not therefore those remain that are assigned 
to the Ninth Corps? The following list of officers composing the staff 
of the Ninth Corps was furnished me by Colonel Bowen, assistant ad- 
jutant-general: Lieut. Col. N. Bowen, assistant adjutant-general; Lieut. 
Col. O. E. Babcock, assistant inspector-general; Lieut. Col. John H. 
Coale, chief commissary ; Colonel Chambliss, chief quartermaster; Dr. 
P. A. O’Connell, acting medical director; Dr. J. E. McDonald, medical 
inspector; First Lieut. O. M. Dearborn, ordnance officer; First Lieut. 
S. N. Benjamin, acting chief of artillery; Capt. T. B. Marsh, chief of 


ambulance corps. 
JNO. G. PARKE, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., 
March 20, 1863—12 noon.. 
Maj. Gen. AMBROSE E. BURNSIDE: 

The storm still continues and it is impossible to do anything. The 
transports cannot leave on account of the storm. As soon as it subsides 
- J will start the transports and continue the embarkation. The men now 
on board are of course consuming rations, and provision should be made 
to replenish their stock in Baltimore. 

JNO. G. PARKHE, 
Major-General. 
(Copy to General Halleck.) 


SUFFOLK, Jlarch 20, 1863. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe: 
The storm is of great severity. In anticipation, I did all I could for 
the comfort of Getty’s division. A deserter from Second Mississippi 
came in last night; belongs to General Davis’ brigade of Mississippians * 


* Some matters of detail omitted. 


_Day’s Point and Burwell’s Bay on the right bank 
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hich arrived recently from Goldsborough, N. C. Second, Eleventh, 
He ee oni Mississippi are part of brigade. Says he is sure of 
four brigades. Some North Carolina regiments are there also, Has 
family in Pontotoe, Miss., and is tired of the war. 


der to Lieutenant James, as requested. 
Have sent an order to ’ SOUT PEOK, 


Major-General, 


pars. Forry-rourta Rxer. Mass. Vou. Miuitra, 
Washington, N. C., March 20, 1863, 


Lieut. Col. Sournarp HOoFFMay, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Bighteenth Army Corps : 

COLONEL: Since my note of March 16 I have deemed it prudent to 
keep the lines here closed. The cavalry have made daily scouts upon 
the Jamestown and Greenville roads, and we have gathered only this: 
That it seems to be a, general impression upon the minds of all the in- 
habitants, white and black, outside the rebel lines, that we are likely to 
be attacked at any time, and that the enemy have considerable forces 


Lieutenant-Colone] Lyman does not Seem to think there is much 
chance of an attack ; Still I have thought best to make every preparation 
in my power, and we will try to give them a warm reception if they come, 

The last ews we have heard of the enemy’s movements was that 


brigade was between Swift Creek and Greenville on Tuesday, moving 
slowly up toward th at place, stripping the country of provisions of every 


To-day we have a report of the Supposed presence of force (“right 
Smart,” be that large or small) at Tranter’s Creek. I will venture to 
Suggest that.if you have any reason to apprehend any immediate attack 

ere a battery of artillery, say Belger’s, and a company of cavalry 
would greatly Strengthen the defense. The rain has been heavy here 


to-day and yesterday, which it ig thought may del: hei i 
still contemplate aan g y delay their attack if they 


Iam, your obedient Servant, 
FRANCIS IL. LEE, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


: 2 
Bearer) Dix. SUFFOLK, March 21, 1863. 
Nothing new, Storm stil] continues. Snow 4 inches. Is it i 

. : not time 
for your peddler [spy] to return? He will be able to report much in- 
formation, especially about matters on this Side James River. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


UnirEp StaTHs FLAG-surp MINNESOTA 
OF Newport News, Va., Mareh 21, 18635 p. m™. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A, Drx, U. 8. A., 
Lortress Monroe, Va, : 


Reconnaissance to-day shows no occupation of the old rebel forts a 


of James River. 
LEE 


. S. P. 
Actg, Rear-Admiral, Comag, N. Atlantie Biockading Squadron. 
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Fort Monroe, March 22, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 
My man has been here and has gone to Baltimore. He says there 
are 28,000 men between New London* and the New York.* When they 
find the Ninth Army Corps withdrawn from Newport News they may 


reduce their force. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Hpqrs. FoRTY-FOURTH REGT. MAss. Vou. MILITIA., 
Washington, N. O., March 23, 1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel HOFFMAN, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


COLONEL: On Saturday Lieutenant-Colonel Lyman notified me that 
he had received intelligence from what he considered “ good authority” 
that the enemy had “ moved away from our front”; that a large force 
was 10 miles from us last Monday, but had disappeared. 

Of course that may or may not be correct, but I should judge by all 
we can learn that itis true. Yesterday Colonel Lyman learned at old 
Mr. Griert’s that the Army of the Potomac, under Hooker, had crossed 
the Rappahannock; but we can get no papers, as the rebels allow no 
one to pass through their lines and no mail matter to pass out. 

I would remind you that we left New Berne at two hours’ notice and 
with no idea of a longer stay than ten days’ rations implied. You told 
me that you should probably send a boat up to bring us back on Sun- 
day, the 22d. Wenot only had no time to pack up our property which 
we left behind, but we brought nothing but a spare under-suit and the 
men not even that, as they were ordered to take only blankets. In 
this condition we are extremely uncomfortable, and the men will soon 
become sick on account of unavoidable filth. I would therefore venture 
to suggest that to avoid sickness the regiment should be recalled when- 
ever it may be thought that this place is safe from attack. 


I am, your obedient servant, 
FRANCIS L. LEE, 


Colonel, Commanding Post. 


I send by this boat the men detailed for the census business. 
LEE 
Colonel. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. OF THE ARMY, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 136. } Washington March 23, 1863. 
* * * * # * * 

Il. Brig. Gen. E. L. Viele, United States Volunteers, is hereby re- 
lieved from duty in the Department of Virginia, and will report in per- 
son without delay to Maj. Gen. D. Hunter, United States Volunteers, 
commanding Department of the South, for duty. < s 

* * * * 


By command of Major-General Halleck: 
L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General. 


' 


* Cipher. 
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Fort Monroe, March 26, 1863. 


jor-General HALLECK : ‘ ; 
cen General-in- Chief : 
; er relieving General Viele, but no one is as- 
GE ce Gatien of Military Governor of Norfolk. It is a place 
always, and especially at this moment, of the greatest importance and 
delicacy and it needs a man of promptness, decision, prudence, integrity, 
and capacity to bear labor and annoyance. I am trying by a military 
commission incendiaries, blockade runners, and other malefactors, and 
though the sentences are not divulged, it is understood that they are 
very severe. I subjoin a dispatch from General Viele, just received : 


NorFrouk, March 26, 1863. 


Major-General Dix: ene 
If the regiment you spoke of sending here could come at once I think it would be 
well. An attack was made last night on the pickets at Fort Norfolk. Dr. Green, the 
rebel surgeon, withdrew his parole at dark and requested to be confined. This excited 
suspicion, and the pickets were doubled. At the same time an attempt was made to 
fire the public stores in the city. I have taken stringent measures. I think the ar- 
rest and trial of Spence and Drummond and others has excited their friends to organize: 
for their release. I have directed that all fire-arms shall be at once delivered to the 


provost-marshal, and shall allow no one in the streets after 9 o’clock. 
EGBERT L. VIELE, 


Brigadier-Generat. 


I have in my possession one of the combustibles with which it was. 
attempted to fire the public stores, very artistically constructed. The 
theater is to be closed to-night, and the streets ordered to be cleared at 


9 o’clock. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MonrRoE, March 26, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


I will not leave until everything is quiet and until General Keyes re- 
turns. Itis very important that he should come back as soon as possible.. 
ae Busteed asked my permission this morning to burn Williams- 

urg. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


YORKTOWN, March 26, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: , March 26, 2 


_ GENERAL: A telegram has just reached me that our pickets at Will- 
lamsburg were fired on this morning by a number of the enemy’s in- 
fantry. A continual warfare of this character is kept up against us at. 
and about the town. I am of the deliberate judgment that the only way 
of our immunity lies in the destruction of Williamsburg, and if you will 
ak . ee exe Be Hemet ew notice that upon a repetition of 
hese attacks the place should be destroyed. TT vni 
bint y he townisa stronghold 
RICHARD BUSTEED, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
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FORTRESS Monroe, VA., March 26, [1863]. 
General BUSTEED, Yorktown: 


Our troops at Williamsburg must defend themselves as long as they 
can and drive off assailants. We must not destroy towns unless they 
are actually taken possession of by the enemy, and then not unless ab- 
solutely necessary for our own safety. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD NEw YorRK CAVALRY, 
New Berne, March 26, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Eighteenth Army Corps: 


COLONEL: I have the honor to report that in obedience to the accom- 
panying order I left New Berne yesterday morning at 7 o’clock and ar- 
_vived at Mill Creek at 10.45 a. m.; finding the bridge entirely destroyed, I 
awaited the arrival of the pioneer corps; the bridge not being completed 
until night, we remained in bivouac on this side of the creek until 6 
o’clock this morning, when I moved the column to McDaniel’s planta- 
tion, 4 miles beyond Pollocksville; arriving at which place I dispatched 
a squadron and one howitzer under Major Fitz Simmons to Young’s 
Cross-Roads and a like command under Captain Pond to Trenton, 
giving each officer instructions in compliance with the order and verbal 
instructions from you. Between the hours of 11 and 12 the officers 
above named reported back to me, each reporting that there had been 
no vestige of Confederate troops in that vicinity for several days past. 
I immediately took up the line of march for New Berne, arriving here at 
5 o'clock this evening. 

It gives me-pleasure to report that Lieutenant-Colonel McNary, in 
command of the One hundred and thirty-second and One hundred and 
fifty-eighth New York Volunteers, obeyed every request made by me. 

I regret, colonel, my inability to perform the “big thing” you desired. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. W. LEWIS, 
LTieutenant-Colonel, Third New York Cavatry. 


[Inclosure.] 


' NEW BERNE, Jlarch 24, 1863. 
Lieutenant-Colonel LEwIs, 
Commanding Third New York Cavalry: 

CoLONEL: Information has been received that a pontoon train is en 
route for the White Oak River. You will therefore proceed with six 
companies cavalry and Allis’ battery to-morrow a. m. to Pollocksville; 
gather all the information you can of any movements of this train; 
ascertain their purpose, if possible, and endeavor to intercept or catch 
them. Bring the train in, if practicable; if not, burn it. 

You will necessarily use your own judgment in carrying out this move- 
ment. An infantry regiment will be sent toward and to Pollocksville. 

The best way to take the train, if there be no evidence of trap, is the 
main object; the secondary one to ascertain what the object of the 
enemy is in sending the train to White Oak River. 

By order of Brigadier General Palmer: 

SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, March 27, 1863. 
Major-General Drx, Fort Monroe, Va.: 
General Viele was ordered south, by direction of the Secretary of War. 
under impression that General King was sufficient at Norfolk. Genera 


Hunter is much in want of generals. If you deem General Viele’s 
services so necessary at present you can suspend the execution of the 


order. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


Fort Monrog, VA., March 27, 1863. 
Col. J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


The regiments and batteries of the Ninth Corps remaining under my 
command are as follows, and compose the Third Division of that corps, 
now at Suffolk, commanded by General Getty: First Brigade, consist- 
ing of Ninth New York, Eighty-ninth New York, One hundred and 
third New York, and Tenth New Hampshire; Second Brigade, consist- 
ing of Highth, Eleventh, Fifteenth, and Sixteenth Connecticut; and 
Third Brigade, consisting of Twenty-first Connecticut, Thirteenth New 
Hampshire, Twenty-fifth New Jersey, and Fourth Rhode Island. <Artil- 
lery consists of Battery A, Fifth United States, and A, First Pennsyl- 
vania. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Hpaqrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Fort Monroe, Va., March 28, 1863. 
Capt. C. B. WILDER, 
Assistant Quartermaster, Superintendent of Oontrabands: 


Captain Wilder is authorized to take possession of the farm of Jef- 
ferson Sinclair, an absentee disloyalist, and the buildings thereon. If 
the present occupant, Mr. William H. Lynch, will take the oath of alle- 
giance and agree to pay quarterly in advance such rent as Captain 
Wilder may deem fair for twenty acres of the land and such portion of 
the dwelling as he needs, Mr. Wilder may allow him to do so; the 
same also of the Fayette Sinclair farm and its occupant, Mr. Charles 
L, Collier; the same of Messrs. Hicks and Bowen, on the Booker Jones 
farm H the same of the farms of Benjamin Hudgins, Eliza Jones, John 
and Helen Moore, Levin Winder, John Winder, William Smith, Robert 
Hudgins; the George Booker farm—not, however, disturbing the How- 
ard family; the Lowry farm, the Watts farm, the farm of B. Howard 
called the Stakes farm, occupied by Mr. Host, and the Armstead farm, 
occupied by Hicks. The colored persons on these farms, if any must 
come under Mr. Wilder’s system of labor. The white tenants who will 
take the oath of allegiance and engage to pay rent as aforesaid are not 
to be expelled, but only to be limited to such portions of land and 
shelter as they require for their comfortable support, and are to be no- 
tified that any act of disorder or outrage will be visited with immediate 
removal as well as with legal penalties, 


Captain Wilder will report to the provost-judge his proceedings 


N 
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under this order and will attend to the collection and payment into 
court of the rents. He will take and report an inventory of all personal 
property belonging to each estate, and not allow any property to be 
removed, except on his written permit, without General Dix’s orders. 
By command of Major-General Dix: 
JOHN A. BOLLES,] 


Major and Aide-de-Camp, Provost-Judge. 


SUFFOLK, VA., March 28, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 3 


Have just returned from Western Branch by water. Found a deserter 
there. Several came in this morning. All agree with the statements 
made heretofore of not less than 12,000 or 15,000 immediately on the 
river; expecting more. General Longstreet was there last week and 
with Jenkins came over at Blackwater Bridge and recrossed near Zuni. 
Your new regiment of Virginia near Zuni. Cavalry force increased by 
another regiment. 

; JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, March 28, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 


You are at liberty to say to General Halleck that I concur with your 
views touching the command of the cattle [cavalry ?] as expressed in your 


telegram of this ‘date. 
JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, March 28, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 


Have just returned from below the Western Branch with gunboat. 
Yesterday rode over the east side with my horse, devoting the day. Can 
be crossed most anywhere with three pontoons. Shall commence works 
at the point selected by the rebels for the new road. Their piles were 
down for the bridge. We have removed most of them. The position 
is half way, or 4 miles by water, while only two direct corn [roads]. One 
air [brigade] or two regiments there will make the line secure. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., March 30, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 


A sergeant of the engineers deserted Saturday night to the enemy. 
He has been on the works all the time and can give much valuable in- 
formation. Sharp fellow, and probably has been bought. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
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; = } 
Hopagrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, ; 
; Fort Monroe, Va., March 30, 1863. : 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, ; 
Commanding Department of North Carolina : 


GENERAL: I received your letter in regard to occupying the District 
of North Carolina north of Albemarle Sound and east of the Chowan 
River and forwarded it to the General-in-Chief, not being authorized 
to send troops out of this department except in cases of emergency and | 
for temporary purposes. ? F 

1 eae pasaive rare of the 25th, dated Chowan River, &c., and im- 
mediately telegraphed to the General-in-Chief a summary account of 
the expedition of Colonel Brown, of the Forty-second North Carolina 
Regiment, and its results. ; 

It will afford me great pleasure to co-operate with you in every way 
possible in furtherance of the objects of the Government. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Internal and Ooastwise Intercourse. 


By the President of the United States of America. 


A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas in pursuance of the act of Congress approved July 13, 1861, 
I did by proclamation, dated August 16, 1861, declare that the inhab- 
itants of the States of Georgia, South Carolina, Virginia, North Caro- 
lina, Tennessee, Alabama, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi, and 
Florida (except the inhabitants of that part of Virginia lying west of 
the Alleghany Mountains, and of such other parts of that State, and 
the other States hereinbefore named, as might maintain a loyal adhesion 
to the Union and the Constitution, or might be from time to time oecu- 
pied and controlled by forces of the United States engaged in the dis- 
persion of said insurgents) were in a state of insurrection against the 
United States, and that all commercial intercourse between the same 
and the inhabitants thereof, with the exceptions aforesaid, and the citi- 
zens of other States and other parts of the United States was unlawful, 
and would remain unlawful until such insurrection should cease or be 
suppressed, and that all goods and chattels, wares and merchandise 
coming from any of said States, with the exceptions aforesaid, into other 
parts of the United States without the license and permission of the 
President, through the Secretary of the Treasury, or proceeding to any 
of said States, with the exceptions aforesaid, by land or water, together 
with the vessel or vehicle conveying the same to or from said States, 
with the exceptions aforesaid, would be forfeited to the United States. 
And whereas experience has shown that the exceptions made in and 
by said proclamation embarrass the due enforcement of said act of July 
13, 1861, and the proper regulation of the commercial intercourse au- 
thorized by said act with the loyal citizens of said States : 

Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, do 
hereby revoke the said exceptions, and declare that the inhabitants of the 
States of Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi, Florida, and Virginia (except 
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the forty-eight counties of Virginia designated as West Virginia, and 
except also the ports of New Orleans, Key West, Port Royal and Beau- 
fort in North Carolina) are in a state of insurrection against the United 
States, and that all commercial intercourse, not licensed and conducted 
as provided in said act, between the said States and the inhabitants 
thereof, with the exceptions aforesaid, and the citizens of other States 
and other parts of the United States, is unlawful and will remain un- 
lawful until such insurrection shall cease or has been suppressed, and 
notice thereof has been duly given by proclamation; and all cotton, 
tobacco, and other products, and all other goods and chattels, wares 
and merchandise coming from any of said States, with the exceptions 
aforesaid, into other parts of the United States, or proceeding to any 
of said States, with the exceptions aforesaid, without the license and 
permission of the President, through the Secretary of the Treasury, will, 
together with the vessel or vehicle conveying the same, be forfeited to 
the United States. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal 
of, the United States to be affixed. Done at the city of Washington 
this 3lst day of March, A. D. 1863, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the eighty-seventh. 

By the President : 

. A. LINCOLN. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 

Secretary of State. 


SUFFOLK, VA., March 31, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

Yesterday the enemy came over to the vicinity of Carrsville with one 
or two regiments of infantry for the purpose of ambuscading our patroll- 
ing parties. They were secreted in woods on both roads, about 2 miles 
this side the place. Major Cornog, with some 160 men, was on his way 
to Carrsville to return by the Deserted House. His advance of 20 men, 
under a lieutenant, passed the center of the lines, when the enemy showed 
themselves; singular to say, all escaped save one. . 

Our cavalry pickets expected an attack last night, but all passed in 


quiet. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FouRTH CORPS, 
Yorktown, March 31, 1863. 
Colonel Lewis, Commanding at Williamsburg : 
Let me hear at once all you know of the enemy’s present force and 
position. : 
In case of an attack in force send down the public property. Hold 
Fort Magruder and shell the town the moment an armed enemy Is 
known to be within it. ae 
Let me hear from you frequently so long as the enemy remains In 
ighborhood. 
een earl E. D. KEYES, 


Major-General. 
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Tri-montht Return of the Department of Virginia (Seventh Army Corps), 
ote Ok kee Dist Senter for March 31, 1863 (headquarters Fort Mouroe, 


Va.). 
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Organization of troops in the Department of Virginia, Maj. Gen. John 
A. Dix, U. 8. Army, commanding, March 31, 1863. 


FORT MONROE. 
Col. S. M. Atrorp. 


3d New York. 


OAMP HAMILTON. 
Col. ANTHONY Conk. 


139th New York, Col. Anthony Conk. 


11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company C, Capt. John Cassels. 
3d Pennsylvania Artillery (battalion), Maj. John A. Darling. 


* Maj. J. C. Brown commanding, left March 30 for Department of the South. 
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NORFOLK. 
Brig. Gen. EGBert L. VIELE. 
148th New York, Col. William Johnson, 
173d Pennsylvania, Col. Daniel Nagle. 
177th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. H. J. Brady. 
19th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. C. Whipple. 


11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company F, Capt. B. B. Mitchell. 
7th New York Battery, Capt. P. C. Regan. 


SUFFOLE. 


Maj. Gen. JouHn J. PEcK. 


PECK’S DIVISION. 


Corcoran’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. MIcHAEL CORCORAN. 


69th New York, Col. M. Murphy. 

- 155th New York, Col. William McEvily. 
164th New York, Col. J. P. McMahon. 
170th New York, Col. J. P. Melvor. 


Terry’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. H. D. Trerry. 


99th New York, Col. D. W. Wardrop. 
130th New York, Col. Alfred Gibbs. 
1st New York Battalion Sharpshooters, 
Capt. Thomas Bradley. 
167th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. J. D. 
Davis. 


Foster's Brigade. 


Col. R. S. FosTEr. 


13th Indiana, Lieut. Col. C. J. Dobbs. 
6th Massachusetts, Col. A. S. Follansbee. 
112th New York, Col. J. C. Drake. 
165th Pennsylvania, Col. C. H. Buehler. 
166th Pennsylvania, Col. A. J. Fulton. 


GETTY’S DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE W. GETTY. 


First Brigade. 
Col. Harrison 8. FAIRCHILD. 
10th New Hampshire, Col. M. T. Dono- 
hoe. 
9th New York, Col. R. C. Hawkins. 
89th New York, Capt. Joseph Morrison. 
103d New York, Col. B. Ringold. 
Second Brigade. 


Col. EDWARD HARLAND. 


8th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. John E. 
Ward. . 
11th Connecticut, Col. G. A. Stedman, jr. 


15th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Samuel 


Tolles. 
16th Connecticut, Col. Frank Beach. 


Third Brigade. 
Col. A. H. DuTTON. 


21st Connecticut, Maj. H. B. Crosby. 
13th New Hampshire, Col. A. F, Stevens. 
25th New Jersey, Col. A. Derrom. 
4th Rhode Island, Lieut. Col. M. P. Buf- 
fum. 


Artillery. 
1st Pennsylvania, Battery A, Capt. J. G. 


Simpson. 
5th U. §., Battery A, Lieut. James Gil- 
liss. 
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UNASSIGNED. 


1st New York Mounted Rifles, Lieut. Col. B. F. Onderdonk. 
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Col. Samuel P. Spear. 
7th Massachusetts Battery, Captain P. A. Davis. 
3d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery (battalion), Capt. John A. Blake. 


4th U.S. Artillery, Batttery D, Capt. F. M. 


Follett. 


4th U. S. Artillery, Battery L, Lieut. H. C. Hasbrouck. 
2d Wisconsin Battery, Capt. Charles Beger. 
4th Wisconsin Battery, Capt. John F. Vallee. 


YORKTOWN. 


Busteed’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. RICHARD BUSTEED. 


4th Delaware, Col. A. H. Grimshaw. 
168th New York, Col. William R. Brown. 
169th Pennsylvania, Col. Lewis W. Smith. 
178th Pennsylvania, Col. James Johnson. 
179th Pennsylvania, Col. William H. 


Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. KEYEs. 


Unassigned. 
172d Pennsylvania, Col. Charles Kleck- 
Tr 


ner. 

2d Massachusetts Cavalry (First Bat- 
talion), Maj. C. Crowninsbhield. 

6th New York Cavalry (Third Battal- 
ion), Maj. W. P. Hall. 

5th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Lieut. Col. 
William Lewis. 

1st New York Artillery, Batteries F and 
H, Capts. W. R. Wilson and C., 
E. Mink. 

8th New York Battery, Capt. Butler 
Fitch. 

1st Pennsylvania Artillery, Batteries E 
and H, Lieut. C. B. Brockway 
and Capt. Andrew Fagan. 


5th U. S. Artillery, Battery M, Capt. 
James McKnight. Mate 


Abstract from Monthly Return of the Eighteenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. John G. Foster 
commanding, for the month of March, 1863 (headquarters New Berne, N. C.). 


Command. 
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Corps, Department of North 
J. G. Foster, for March, 1863.* 


FIRST DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Innis N, PALMER commanding. 


First Brigade. 
Col. T. J. C. AMory commanding. 


17th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. J. F. Fel- 
lows. 

43d Massachusetts, Col. Charles L. Hol- 
brook. 

45th Massachusetts, Col. Charles R. Cod- 
man. 

51st Massachusetts, Col. A. B. R. Sprague. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. H. C. Lez commanding. 
5th Massachusetts, Col. George H. Peir- 
25th Maekichabelis Col. Josiah Pickett. 
27th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Luke Ly- 


man. 
46th Massachusetts, Col. W. S. Shurtleff. 


SECOND DIVISION.+ 


Brig. Gen. CHar es A. 


First Brigade. 


Col. Jaco J. De Forest commanding. 


23d Massachusetts, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Elwell. 

9th New Jersey, Col. Abram Zabriskie. 

81st New York, Lieut. Col. William, C. 
Raulston. 

98th New York, Lieut.'Col. F. F. Wead. 


HECKMAN commanding. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. W. W. H. Davis commanding. 


11th Maine, Col. H. M. Plaisted. 
52d’ Pennsylvania, Col. John C. Dodge, 


pos 
104th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. T. D. 
Hart. 
Independent New York Battalion, Lieut. 
Col. Felix Comfort. 


THIRD DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. OrRISs S. FERRY commanding. 


First Brigade.t 
Col. J. B. HOWELL commanding. 


56th New York, Lieut. Col. J. J. Wheeler. 

58th Pennsylvania, Cel. J. R. Jones. 

85th Pennsylvania, Maj. Edw. Campbeli. 
174th Pennsylvania, Col. John Nyce. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. FRANCIS A. OSBORN commanding. 


39th Illinois, Col. T. O. Osborn. 

62d Ohio, Col. F. B. Pond. 

67th Ohio, Col. A. C. Voris. 
176th Pennsylvania, Col. A. A. Lechler, 


FOURTH DIVISION. 


Col, T. F. LenMann commanding. 


First Brigade. 
Col. J. S: BELKNAP commanding. 


85th New York, Maj. R. V. King. 

92d New York, Lieut. Col. Hiram An- 
derson. 

96th New York, Maj. Charles H. Bur- 
hans. : 

101ist Pennsylvania, Col. David B. Morris, 

103d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. W. C. 
Maxwell. 


Detachment Second Brigade. 
Col. Francis L. LEE commanding. 


10th Connecticut (detachment), Lieut. 
| W. W. Webb. 
24th Massachusetts (detachment), Lieut. 
T. F. Edmands. 
44th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. E. C. 
Cabot. 
oth Rhode Island, Col. H.'T. Sisson. 


+ Detailed in Department of the South. 


* Compiled from division and brigade returns, 


tIt appears from brigade return that these two brigades were consolidated into 


one by General Hunter’s order of March 26, 1863. 


All these regiments except the 


Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania detailed in Department of the South. 
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175th Pennsylvania, Col. Samuel A. Dyer. 
we 


Brig. Gen. Lornnzo THomAs, 


Maj. Gen. JoHN A. Dix, 


Lig? 


Second Brigade. 


Col. JAMES JOURDAN commanding. 


= 


'- 


<M 


a 158th Pennsylvania, Col. D. B. McKibbin. 3d Massachusetts, Col. 8. P. Rich- ; 


168th Pennsylvania, Col. Joseph Jack. mond. : ‘ 
71st Prins vaule, Col. versed Bierer. 8th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. J. Hud- — 


son. é : 
1324 New York, Lieut. Col. G. H. Hitch- — 


- 


ARTILLERY BRIGADE (Bighteenth Army Oorps). 


Lieut. Col. Cuartes H. Stewart commanding. 


34 New York, Licut. Col. Charles H. Stewart. 
23d New York Independent Battery, Capt. Alfred Ransom. 
24th New York Independent Battery, Capt. Jay E. Lee. 

1st Rhode Island, Battery F, Capt. James Belger. 

1st U. S., Company C, Lieut. William K. Pollock. 


} 


HEADQUATERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. 0., April 1, 1863. 


Adjutant-General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: : 

GENERAL: Being in temporary command at this point I have the 

honor to report that General Foster is at Washington, N. C., which 
point is probably now being attacked by the enemy in force. 

There are two regiments in the town as garrison, and three regiments 
and one battery of artillery have been sent to General Foster, but have 
not been able as yet to get up, the enemy having a battery on the river 
below the town. Commander Davenport, U. 8. Navy, has sent the 
only available gunboats from here to engage the battery. 

The enemy are in large force in this State now and mean to act on 
the offensive. I will inform you whatever may arise. 

fam, general, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-Genreral, U. 8. Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS HIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. C., April 1, 1863. 


Commanding Seventh Army Corps : 


___ GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that General Foster is at — 
Washington, N. C., where an attack in strong force is probably now 


going on. e-enforcements have been started to him, but as yet have 
not been able to get up to the town, the enemy having a battery on 
the river below the town. Two gunboats have gone up to engage the 
battery. 

It is possible an attack may be made here whilst the general and his 


ta 


cock. 
158th New York, Lieut. Col. W. H. Me- _ 
Nary. th A 


oe 


a ee ene 
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troops are kept at Washington. Our force is not very large, and I may 
have to call on you for a little aid. We have no transportation. 
I write this for your information, and relying on your kind assistance 
if desirable. } 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers. 


P. S.—There is a fair prospect of success for the rebels at Washing- 
ton, and if they succeed this place ought to be attacked. I only sug- 
gest to you, general, as “food for thought,” whether it would not 
be best to re-enforce this place with, say, 5,000 men temporarily? We 
are sadly in need of gunboats. Cannot you prevail upon Admiral Lee 
to re-enforce here temporarily? I have written to the admiral, or, 
rather, the senior naval officer here has done so. 

Very respectfully, 
I. N. PALMER. 


Fort Monrog, April 2, 1863. 
To the Editor of the New York Times: 

Your Washington correspondent has attributed to me’ an opinion I 
have never expressed to any one here or elsewhere—that the enemy is 
about to evacuate Richmond. I have no information to warrant such 
a conclusion. I should not deem it necessary to contradict the state- 
ment if you had not made it the foundation of an elaborate editorial. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


NEw BERNE, N. C., April 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Jonn A. DIx, 3 
Commanding Department of Virginia, Fort Monroe: 

GENERAL: Captain Murray, of the Navy, who has been the senior 
naval officer here, will see you and explain the situation of affairs. His 
ideas of the kind of re-enforcements needed coincide with mine. Your 
letter to General Foster, in which you state that you will be obliged to 
consult the commanding general before sending forces to Elizabeth, was 
receivedthismorning. Igather from thatletter that you would not prob- 
ably act upon my request of yesterday. Should you doso, however, and 
should the necessity for the re-enforcements be passed, I shall keep a 
small steamer on the lookout for any transports to turn them back. 
The commodore (Murray) will be able to inform you of matters generally. 

There is a large force of the enemy in this State, and they appear to be 
determined to assume the aggressive. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Fort Monro“, VA., April 3, 1863—8.30 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatimen, odt .nwot 
General-in- Chief: 
A division has arrived on the Blackwater from Petersburg and another 
division, under General Hood, is said tobe coming. They have brought 


er, between Norfol there is a po 


directed General Peck to fortify it. done so, and beside 
troops there we have three gunboats, one of which will be constant 
‘in motion. Washington, N. C., has been attacked. General Foster 


there and re-enforcements are going to him. He fears an attack 


New Berne. A gentleman from Massachusetts, just arrived at Suffolk, | 
says the railroad between Goldsborough and Weldon is lined with troops, 


jhe thinks 30,000; the rebels say from 50,000 to 75,000. They say they 


have between Blackwater and Wilmington 75,000 which can be con- 
centrated in ashort time. I will bein Washington on Monday morning. — 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


— 


UNITED STATES FLAG-suiIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, April 3, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. Drx, U.S. A. 


Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, ’ Fortress Monroe, Va.: a 


GENERAL: Mr. Hume, a citizen of New York, came to me this morn- 
ing presenting a letter from General Viele in his behalf, asking permis- 
sion to take a vessel to Suffolk to carry some staves thence to Norfolk. 
Having no authority to give such a permit, I told him that if he had a 
proper permit from General Dix he could pass. Since then I have eon- 
sidered that my instructions do not clearly indicate my authority to | 
pass merchandise to or from Suffolk under your permit, and have there- 
fore instructed the commanding oflicer of the guard vessel in the Nanse- 
mond to allow no vessel with merchandise to pass, except under the 
specified permit from one of the three Secretaries. 

I shall at once ask the Department for a definition of my authority in 
this respect, and hope that until I am instructed on the point in question 
you will abstain from giving permits allowing general traffic to or from 
Suffolk. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LUE, 
Actg. Kear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | WAR DEpt., ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 88. f Washington, April 3, 1863. 
The following orders in respect to the regulating of intercourse with 
the insurrectionary States, the collection of abandoned property, &e., 


are published for the information and government of the Army and of 
all concerned : 


~ 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, March 31, 1863. 
For the purpose of more effectually preventing all commercial intercourse with in- 
swrectionary States except such as shall be authorized in pursuance of law, and of: 
securing consistent, uniform, and efficient action in conducting such intercourse as 
shall be so authorized, and for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of an act of 
Congress entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the collection of abandoned property and for 
the prevention of frauds in insurreetionary States,” approved March 12, 1863, it is 


. hereby ordered— 


I. That no officer of the Army of the United States nor other pe 
: : TS 
therewith shall authorize or have any interest in the imaeporeaticn of tay poe 
: 2 
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Pr wares, or merchandise (except supplies belonging to or contracted for by the United 


States, designed for the military or naval forces thereof, and movin g under military 
or naval orders, and except also sutlers’ supplies and other things necessary for the 
use and comfort of the treops of the United States, and moving under permits of the 
authorized ofticers of the Treasury Department) into any State declared by the Presi- 
dent to be in insurrection ; nor authorize nor have any interest in the purchase or sale 
therein of any goods or chattels, wares or merchandise, cotton, tobacco, or other prod- 
uct of the soil thereof; nor the transportation of the same, except as aforesaid, there- 
from or therein ; nor shall any such officer or person authorize, prohibit, or in any 
manner interfere with any such purchase or sale or transportation which shall be 
conducted under the regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury, unless under some 
imperative military necessity, in the place or section where the same shall be con- 
ducted, or unless requested by an agent or some other authorized officer of the Treas- 
ury Department, in which case all commanders of military departments, districts, 
and posts will render such aid in carrying out the provisions of the said act, and in 
enforcing due observance of the said regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury, as 
can be given without manifest injury to the public service. 

If. It isfurther ordered that every officer or private or person employed in or with 
the regular or volunteer forces of the United States who may receive or have under 
his control any property which shall have been abandoned by the owner or owners, 
or captured in any district declared to be in insurrection against the United States, 
including all property seized under military orders, excepting only such as shall be 
required for military use of the United States forces, shall promptly turn over all 
such property to the agent appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury to receive the 
same, who shall give duplicate receipts therefor. 

And every such officer or private, or person employed in or with the regular or vol- 
unteer forces of the United States, shall also promptly turn over to such agent, in like 
manner, all receipts, bills of lading, and other papers, documents, and vouchers show- 
ing title to such property, or the right to the possession, control, or direction thereof; | 
and he shall make such order, indorsement, or writing as he has power to make to 
enable such agent to take possession of such property or the proceeds thereof. Arms, 
munitions of war. forage, horses, mules, wagons, beef cattle, and supplies which are 
necessary in military operations, shall be turned over to the proper officers of the 
ordnance or of the quartermaster or of the commissary departments, respectively, 
for the use of the Army. AIl other property abandoned or captured or seized as 
aforesaid shall be delivered to the agent appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The officer receiving or turning over such property shall give the usual and neces- 
sary invoices, reccipts, or vouchers therefor, and shall make regular returns thereof, 
as prescribed by the Army Regulations. The receipts of the agents of the Treasury 
Department shall be vouchers for all property delivered to them, and whenever called 
upon by the agent of the Treasury Department authorized to receive such abandoned 
or captured or seized property as aforesaid, or the proceeds thereof, all persons em- 
ployed in the military service will give him full information in regard thereto, and 
if requested by him so fo do they shall give him duplicates or copies of the reports 
and returns thereof and of the receipts, invoices, and vouchers therefor. 

And every officer of the Army of the United States hereafter receiving abandoned 
or captured or seized property, or the proceeds thereof, or under whose order it may 
be applied to the use of the military forces as aforesaid, shall, upon request of a duly 
authorized agent of the Treasury Department, render a written report, with invoices 
thereof, to said agent, in which he will specify the arms, supplies, or other munitions 
of war retained for the use of the military forces as aforesaid, and also, separately, 
the property turned over to said agent, or which may have been sold or otherwise 
disposed of. 

And in case a sale of any such property shall be made under his authority or under 
the authority of any one subject to his order he will so state, and will describe the 
property so sold, and will state when and where and by and to whom sold, and the 
amount received therefor, and what disposition was made of the proceeds. 

And all officers of the Army of the United States will at all times render to the 
agents appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury all such aid as may be necessary 
to enable them to take possession of and transport all such property, so far as can be 
done without manifest injury to the public service. ; 

TIT. All commanders of military departments, districts, and posts will, upon receipt 
of this order, revoke all existing orders within their respective commands conflicting 
or inconsistent herewith, or which permit or prohibit or in any manner interfere with 
any trade or transportation conducted under the regulations of the Secretary of, the 
Treasury; and their attention is particularly directed to said regulations, prescribed 
March 31, 1863, and they will respectively make such orders as will insure strict ob- 
servance of this order throughout their respective commands, ‘ 

All expenses of transporting property herein referred to will be reported by the 
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E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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‘i By order of the Secretary of War: 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, a 
. Off Newport News, Va., April 4, 1863. — 

Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.: — , 
GENERAL: I was not aware until making inquiries on receipt of your 
letter of the 2d instant that the ordnance storehouse was used as 
domicile. I at once directed Lieutenant-Commander Phenix to have the | 
family now there removed, and have forbidden the use of any fire or 
lights in the building except such lights in such lanterns as are actually | 
necessary. The Bureau of Ordnance has established its depot at Fort- — 
ress Monroe, on shore, where it is supposed to be safe and most con- | 
venient, and desires to add toit. The subject of the purchase of another | 
hulk or sailing-ship for ordnance stores is already before the Bureau, 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 3 
S. P. LEH, — 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantie Blockading Squadron. 


x 


ry 


APRIL 4, [1863]. 


Major-General Knynus, ; : 4 

ts Commanding, Yorktown : a 
i I shall leave this afternoon for Washington.* Ihope nottobeabsent _ 
a more than ten days, though my leave is for fifteen. Nothing will be — 
ie done in the department without your orders except the regular details 
= of duty. Ifin anything you cannot communicate satisfactorily by tele- _ 
graph my chief of staff can go to Yorktown, or if you are able to leave — 

to come here my quarters are at your service. I have promised General 
Peck in case he is attacked to send for the Ninth New York Volunteers, 
which is at Camp Hamilton and belongs to Getty’s division. : 
JOHN A, DIX, 

Major-General. 


5 
. 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES ForcEs, 
: Suffolk, Va., April 4, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Josern Hooxnr, - whee pbs x 
Commanding Army of the Potomac : | 


GENERAL: Iam honored with your communication of the 2d touching 
‘ the strength and position of my troops; also the strength and position 
of the enemy in my fron t. As these data may have an important bear- 
Ing upon your operations Emost7cheerfully proceed to give you the de- 
sired information. ; ce 
‘By the inclosed map you will perceive that a large district is under 


* Left on the 5th, 
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_ my command, being, in general terms, all east of the Blackwater and 
Chowan. Several counties of North Carolina are nominally in General 
Foster’s department, but really dependent upon me for protection. 
General Viele has a small force at Norfolk. My headquarters are at 
Suffolk, where I keep nearly the whole force, and from which point I 
move my columns according to circumstances. The service is hard and | 
they are kept active when the weather permits. The enemy occupies 
the Blackwater in foree down to the Chowan and probably below 
Winton. 

From the fact that some 4,000 have been several weeks fortifying 
Fort Powhatan, on the James, I infer that Chipoak and Birchen Rivers, 
with Cypress Swamp, form the left of their line. (See military map of 
Southeastern Virginia from Coast Survey.) 

All the fords, passes, and bridges are fortified and guarded. He oc- 
cupies Surry Court-House and pickets a belt of 5 or 6 miles on this side 
of the river. The intermediate country is traversed by both and is the 
theater of many collisions. 

On the Ist of March Hood’s and Pickett’s divisions left Fredericks- 
burg for Petersburg, and General Longstreet assumed command about 
that time or a few days before. One division started for Charleston, 

' but returned. General Longstreet made a reconnaissance, with Gen- 
eral Jenkins commanding, on the river last week and returned to Pe- 
tersburg. My information from numerous sources has been that Long- 
street had within 20 or 30 miles of this place 15,000, and 15,000 along 
the railway this side of Petersburg which he could concentrate in 
twelve hours, and I was advised from headquarters a few days since 
that one of our spies had a Jist of the regiments and the strength, and 

‘they amounted to 28,000. 

Deserters who left the Blackwater on the 1st say that General Corse’s 
brigade of Virginia troops arrived at Zuni on the 23d; also that alarge 
pontoon train came by rail. They state that Hood’s division was ex- 
pected to follow. A large brigade of Mississippians, under General J. 
R. Davis, arrived recently from Goldsborough; also a brigade of South 
Carolinians, under General Bratton. He is strong in cavalry and artil- 
lery. 

liver since my arrival the enemy has been impressed with the idea 
that an army would attempt this route, and they have watched very 
closely. Much of the time their force has been greatly in excess of 
mine. This has been in part due to the demonstrations I have made. 
My force has been greatly magnified by our people, and the rebels’ was 
rated from 30,000 to 50,000, when I had Jess than 12,000, 
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Four of my batteries are good and three are indifferent. 

There is no foundation for the report of an intended evacuation of 
Richmond. 

It will give me pleasure to advise you from time to time of any im- 
portant changes made by the enemy and of the information brought to 
me from creditable sources. 

Wishing you all success in yourveryresponsible command, I remain, 
very truly, yours , 

ppphh ee! JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
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Maj. Gen. J. G. Fosrer: 
My DrAr GENERAL: Your letter of the 4th, dated 1 a. m., was re- 


ceived about two hours since, and I am delighted to inform you that _ 


erything mentioned in that letter has been anticipated. You speak 
fist of the matter of the ammunition—of the need of 6-pounder Wiard ; 
that was sent yesterday by the Northerner, and a further supply goes 
in about one hour from this time by the Farina. You next yee 
about sending a cavalry force across the river to harass the enemy’s 
rear; that was anticipated by me, and I organized such an expedition 
on the 3d. Major Garrard, with a battalion of four companies and one 
howitzer, has started with orders to gain all the information possible 
about the position of the enemy at Swift Creek, and, if possible, to 
threaten the forces at Hill’s Point. By the time you receive this he 
will be doing his best in those parts. He has also five companies of 
infantry at Street’s Ferry in case he should wish to return that way. 
(He might find the enemy in his rear after he gets up the country, and 
he might wish to dash across to the ferry, as that is only 8 miles from 
Swift Creek.) The flats will go up to the ferry with a small steamer, 
with a gun on board. 

In addition to the troops of Spinola’s brigade already up near the 
Hill’s Point Battery the Northerner yesterday took two regiments, the 
Fifth Massachusetts and One hundred and first Pennsylvania. To-day 
the Farina takes the Third Massachusetts and One hundred and third 
New York, and she will tow schooners with the Highty-fifth New York 
and Ninety-sixth New York, making nine regiments. We will hold 
this place with the remainder of. the troops ; at any rate we will try. 
Here we are only thinking of you and the way of helping you. 

You must bear in mind that ever since you left here we have had the 
most terrific weather ; tlhe wind has either blown the water all out of 
the river or it has been blowing such a gale that most of our transpor- 
tation could not do anything. Our vessels have been either aground or 
wind bound. Such atime has never been known. here since we took 
the place. 

The Northerner yesterday took up a lot of small boats. By my order 
the harbor-master colleéted all these he could find to send up. There 
are three ship launches secured to us by Captain Davenport, which will 
be sent up just as soon as they can go. 

Captain Davenport tells me that he has sent a bountiful supply of 
ammunition for all the gunboats. 

General Prince writes to me by the same messenger who brings your 
letter. He read your letter to me and he says that asa matter of course 
he adopts your ideas and he will act upon them. 

I am not surprised that you think that there isa want of promptness, 
but you have no idea what weather we have had. Nothing could be 
done by water for ® great portion of the time. 

Urge General Prince to send back all the Steamers he can spare to 
He place, for now we have nothin g left here in the way of transporta- 

ion. 

I sent to Colonel Pickett at Plymouth, informing him of the state of 
_ affairs generally, and I authorized him to evacuate the place if he was 

hard pressed there, but to hold on as long as he could. 

My own opinion 1s that he had better come here at once with all his 
force and hold the mouth of the Roanoke by a gunboat for the pres- 
ent. I cannot, however, take the responsibility of this. Think of it 
and let me know how to advise him when I write again. 


. Pa -. i 
New BERNE, Sunday, April 5, 1863—4 p. m. 
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_ Captain Farquhar writes that he is getting along well with the field 
works. He knew nothing of the troubles when he wrote. 
Lieutenant Wheaton will tell you more than I can write. liverything 
that you can suggest will be attended to at once by me. 
Iver truly, yours, 
I.. N. PALMER. 


Fort Monrog, VA., April 6, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN A. Dix, Washington, D. C.: 


General Palmer, under date of April 3, from New Berne, states, sub- 
_ Sequent to special dispatch received here by Major Anderson, that Gen-. 
eral Foster feels tolerably strong in Washington for some days, but 
begs for re-enforcements. He wants 10,000, but will take any number 
that can be sent. 
D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


; Fort Monrog, VA., April 6, 1863—10 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief: 

Brigadier-General Palmer writes, April 3, from New Berne, urgently 
asking General Dix for re-enforcements. Says General Foster is in 
Washington, N. C., and that the re-enforcements are needed to secure 
that place and New Berne. Why Foster did not write I know not. I 
am this moment in from Suffolk. General Peck thinks the enemy is 
still strong in front of him, but van, he thinks and I think, spare, say, 
three regiments a short time if North Carolina is in great danger. 
What shall be done? Ireturn to Yorktown to-night. I have an ex- 
pedition organized to start early to-morrow morning for Matthews 
County to destroy or bring in a lot of grain collected for the rebels. 

EK. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


HpqQrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., April 6, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 

Sire: In the absence of Major-General Dix, commanding the depart- 
ment, I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of acommunication 
this morning received from Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer, commanding at 
New Berne, N. C. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Iinclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS HIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
__ New Berne, N. C., April 3, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. DIX, bs 
Oomdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 
GENERAL: Since my communication of the 1st, sent by Major Ander- 
son, I have received several dispatches from General Foster. General 
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Foster feels tolerably strong in Washington for some days, but the ulti-— 
. eae safety of that ee depends on the batteries on the river being _ 


overcome. Our force to overcome them is not sufficient, and I there- 
fore most respectfully but earnestly beg that if at all within your power 


re-enforcements be sent here. I should wish 10,000, but any will be ~ | 


acceptable, and. the sooner the better, to save General Foster and 
perhaps to save North Carolina (1%. ¢., New Berne) by preventing or ren- 
dering it unnecessary to send more troops from New Berne. 

I expect, decidedly, gunboats from Admiral Lee, and trust we can 
punish the enemy; mee they are anes and we. ae vO < 

ral, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
penny aero ete i I. N. PALMER, 

4 ' ie Brigadier- General. 

A communication through the canal, informing me of the coming 
troops, will reach me before the troops will, and I can have such orders 
given as to their disposition as may be necessary. I have no trans- 
portation. These re-enforcements are of course only as a loan. 


ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS FourRTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. —. Fort Yorktown, Va., April 6, 1863. 


Major-General Dix being temporarily absent, the undersigned hereby — 


assumes command of the Department of Virginia and of the troops 
therein. 

All reports and returns for general headquarters will be addressed as 
heretofore to the department staff officers at Fort Monroe, and the regu- 
lations and orders established by Major-General Dix will remain in force 
unless otherwise specially ordered by the undersigned. 

HK. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 7, 1863—3.10 p. m. 
Major-General Kryus, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

The instructions to General Dix were to co-operate with General 
Foster as far as possible, sending him re-enforcements if they could be 
spared, he being the judge of that. In the absence of any advices from 
North Carolina I can give you no more definite instructions. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


: SUFFOLK, April 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JosepH Hooxknr, 
Commanding Arny of the Potomac, Falmouth : 

, Answered your communication.* Just examined a man who left 
Petersburg on Wednesday; confirms my previous information. Long- 
street moving troops this way last week. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


* See Peck to Hooker, April 4, 


* 
: 
4 
f 
i 
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UNITED STATES FLAG-sure MINNESOTA, 
; Off Newport News, April 8, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Drx, U.S. A., i Bricks 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 


GENERAL: In your letter to me of April 5 you request that during 
your absence the signature of Capt. W. E. Blake, provost-marshal, 
might be respected by the guard vessel as conveying the same au- 
thority as your own. Immediately on the receipt of this request I re- 
ferred the matter to the Navy Department for instructions, as I am 
especially directed in passing ships and merchandise to or from Norfolk 
for military purposes to recognize the signature of Major-General Dix, 
“and not of persons signing for him.” Until, therefore, I am enabled 
to communicate the Department’s decision to you I hope that such per- 
mits will not be given by Captain Blake, as the.guard vessel must at 
present act under their original instructions. Permits to trade from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, War, or Navy will be of course always 
respected when presented here. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
Mion Sane sass. 
Acig. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Fort Monroe, Va., April 8, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief : 

GENERAL: H. A. Gibbon, a deserter from the Fifty-seventh Regi- 
ment North Carolina, of Lee’s army, came into our lines yesterday. 
He was conscripted from Chapel Hill College, N. C., and is remarkably 
intelligent. His relations corroborate many facts I have gleaned from _ 
less reliable sources, and seem worthy of the notice of the War Depart- 
ment. He says D. H. Hill with his division is in North Carolina; 
Pickett is near the Blackwater, and Hood near Petersburg. He con- 
firms my former statement that Fitzhugh Lee, with four regiments of 
cavalry, came down to near Gloucester Point, having boasted he 
would take it. On his return he stopped at a Colonel Davis’, where 
Gibbon learned the merriment caused by his failure. Lee’s cavalry, he 
says, recently moved toward the left of the rebel lines. 

Gibbon states that Lee has collected large pontoon trains and is 
ready to cross the Rappahannock ; that he will attack Hooker soon if 
Hooker does not attack; that Lee’s army is 80,000 strong, all well 
armed, and mostly with Enfield rifles. The men are in good condition 
and feel entire confidence that they will beat Hooker. Provisions are 
certainly very scarce, but there is no despondency. 

Gibbon says the railroads north from Richmond are in a much worse 
condition than those south, and that railroad iron is very scarce. 

The rebel generals from an army of 80,000 can keep more men in line 
of battle than Hooker and his generals can keep in line from an army 
of 100,000, and if Hooker has not more than that number he is in dan- 
ger of being whipped. 

I have not yet made a sufliciently close examination of this depart- 
ment to venture a positive opinion ; but from the glance I took at Suf- 
folk and the neighboring country I could see nothing there to tempt 
the enemy to make great sacrifices in that quarter which would weaken 
his‘attack on Hooker. I think I shall advise that with the works about 
Suffolk and the gunboats on the Nansemond Peck can hold the position 
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railroads north of Richmond. 


a large amount of grain and bringing in many sheep and cattleand mules. 


I left Yorktown too early this morning to collect the figures. I have | 
still 200 men out with the gunboats, and by the last accounts they were 
hard at work over in Matthews County. We have certainly destroyed _ 


about 30,000 bushels, of grain within a week past. The enemy is un- 
doubtedly busy about our picket lines, but I infer they are only masking 


other movements. My lines are so strong that I have no fear of small 


bodies, and can do more damage to large bodies than they can do to 
me. I shall therefore continue to hunt for his supplies. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding. - 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., April 9, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, U.S. A. 


Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: The bark Hdisto, from Boston to Baltimore, claims demur- 
rage for detention here while receiving repairs at the Gosport Navy- 
Yard, rendered necessary by a collision which took place on the 21st of 
March between her and the Wyandotte in Hampton Roads. It has been 
reported to me that this vessel, by your order of March 17 to Captain 
Millward, was sent to Hampton Roads and there detained. 

I would be obliged if you would inform me, if practicable, of the cir- 
cumstances which justified her being so ordered within the lines of this 
blockade, as in presenting the case to the Department it would be neces- 
sary to account for her presence here. 

{ have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
; 8.2. EE: 
Acig. Kear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


_ 


’ 

Fort Monron, VA., April 9, 1863 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatuncx, oi ; 
General-in- Chief : 

No communication has been received from General Foster, who, with 
1,200 men, is shut up in Washington, N.C. Below him the Tar River 
is closed, [ learn, by fourteen rebel batteries, against the possibility of 
our gunboats reaching him. He cannot be relieved except by an expe- 
dition by land. Palmer asks from New Berne for 10,000 men. Captain 
Murray, of the Navy, left here last night for Washington. He has the 
Soa ent — Foster’s department. I will examine the sub- 
Ject further, and if I find it expedient will send such re-enf : 
can be spared. 3 phone si 

iE. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


As the supplies of provisions in Matthews County, Gloucester County, | 
and above are still plentiful, and as the rebels are taking steps to trans- — 
port them to their army, I am doing all in my power to thwart ‘their — 
purpose. Hight hundred of my men came in last night after destroying _ 


, 
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: WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 9, 1863—3 p. m. 


Major-General KnyEs, Fort Monroe, Va. : 


If you can possibly assist General Foster do so in preference to any- 
thing else. Let me know what you have determined on. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Fort Monroe, Va., April 9, 1863. 
Major-General H. W. Hauck, . 
Commanding U. 8S. Army: 

Str: In consequence of the appeals of General Foster for relief (his 
letter of the 5th instant to you was forwarded) I have ready to move 
nigh 4,000 men—all that can be spared prudently from this department 
at the present moment. I have a rumor that Washington, N. C., has 
been burned and that the transports carrying troops from New Berne, 


_ not being able to reach Foster, had returned. I do not see the wisdom 


of General Foster’s proposal to make a demonstration from Plymouth 
toward Washington with such a force as can be assembled there. 
Troops from Suffolk could only march to Gatesville, and I don’t know 
of any transports to receive them there for Plymouth. I shall there- 
fore limit myself, unless otherwise instructed, to sending re-enforce- 
ments to New Berne as transports can be had. None are here at pres- 
ent, and Colonel Thomas is not able to tell me when to anticipate them. 
I have this moment received a telegram from General Peck to state his 
working party-at the ferry on the Western Branch of the Nansemond 
had been attacked. His people have had a successful skirmish near 
Isle of Wight, capturing 4 men, 9 horses, &c. The enemy on the Black- 
water are reported ready to march; are building bridges, We. 

T have the honer to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

K. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. C., April 9, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. LORENZO THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: The last steamer from here carried a letter from General 
Foster to General Halleck informing him of the situation of affairs in 
this department. 

By referring to that letter you will see that the enemy had erected 
batteries on the river below the town of Washington and thus prevented 
re-enforcements or supplies from passing up. General Foster’s first 
idea was to attempt, in conjunction with the naval forces, to take the 
batteries, but after a careful consideration of the matter he decided to 
have the forces which had already gone up to these batteries returned 
to this place, and with all the rest of the available force from here to 
march across the country to his relief: “The expedition was by General 
Foster’s order to be conducted by General Prince, but just at the point 
of starting (yesterday morning) General Prince was taken sick and the 
column started under the command of Brigadier-General Spinola. 

This expedition consists of all the force that can possibly be spared 
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from this place, and will number in the vicinity of 8,000 men. The 
force of the enemy around Washington and on the road between here 

and that place is estimated at something more than 20,000, under the 
command of Generals D. H. Hill, Pettigrew, and Garnett. There are 
roads leading into the route from here to Washington, down which the 
enemy can pour any number of troops, and several points on the route 
are fortified. A great portion of the country isswamp and exceedingly 
difficult to get over. : ’ 

In a dispatch received this morning from General Spinola (who has 

proved himself, I think, an officer of energy, discretion, and good judg- 
ment) he informed me that from all the information he can get he con- 
cludes it impossible to force his way through to Washington without 
first taking the battery at Hill’s Point, and he proposes to try that to- 
day. A success will place him in a better position, as he can then 
communicate with the gunboats on the river. Should he not have 
sufficient force, however, to take that position he will return here if he 
can. I have not given him orders to that effect, as I have only directed 
him to carry out the instructions of General Foster to the letter, if ; 
possible. New Berne, which should be held at all hazards, is threat- y 
ened, and I have scarcely 3,000 men here. i 

There is no general officer with me, and the troops are mostly new— ; 
nine-months’ men. 

Of General Foster’s policy in abandoning everything to the saving of ; 
Washington I have nothing to say, except that it meets with no favor : 
from the military and naval officers who consider themselves privileged : 
tospeak of the matter. I obey General Foster’s orders implicitly, trust- t 
ing to holding this place. 1 

Should the forces now en route get to Washington they will be there : 
without supplies. It will take a large army to keep the road between 
that place and this. The river is lined with batteries, and the senior : 
naval officer at the lower batteries, who has some of the finest gunboats : 
in these waters under his control, informed me that he ean make no im- 
pression on them. 

I informed General Dix of the condition of affairs here by a special 
messenger, requesting a re-enforcement. I have only heard by the re- 
turn of the officer sent that we could expect no re-enforcements here 
from the Army of Virginia, as they are now fully occupied there. 

Admiral Lee has sent a small re-enforcement of gunboats, which in 
the absence of the troops make this place, of course, more secure. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I, N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General U. S. Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Suffolk, April 9, 1863. 
Major-General FostEr, Se 
Department of North Carolina: 
GENERAL: Although you have received more than 10,000 of my old 
and best troops within a few months without returning them, I am again 
contributing for your benefit. General Terry will join you with oe 
ae force, of which 3,000 ‘from this point are the flower of my com- 
mand. 
General Longstreet has been in my front with not less than 28,000, for 
some weeks, that he could concentrate in a few hours of this place. For 
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_ mInany days everything has indicated the offensive on his part, and I 
have confidently expected an attack. Up to this time my own opinion 
and that of my commanders has been that no troops ought to leave this 
point, and you are indebted to me for them. 

On the reading of Palmer’s letter, in the hands of Major-General Keyes, 
ou the 6th, I said send a strong brigade from this point at once and as 
many more as there was a probability of being replaced at short notice. 
The troops have been ready, waiting transportation and the orders of 
the department commander. 

If Longstreet does not advance by the 12th I shall conclude that the 
exigencies at Charleston and other points have called for his reserves. 

Wishing you all success in your contests with the rebels, I am, in 
~haste, truly, yours, Cay 
JOHN J. PECK, 

Major-General. 


Hpers. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Fort Monroe, Va., April 10, 1863. 
Capt. C. B. WILDER, ; 
: Asst. Quartermaster and Superintendent of Contrabands : 

Sir: In answer to your letter of March 31, which I answered orally 
at the time, and have since partially answered in writing, I would say: 

1st. No rent need be exacted from tenants of farms under your care 
until the harvest is made. 

2d. No oath is to be required of female tenants on such farms. 

3d. Men holding as tenants under absentee disloyalists who will not 
take the oath of allegiance are not entitled to possession. 

4th. No loyal tenant agreeing to,pay a reasonable rent is to be dis- 
turbed. 

5th. Very moderate rents only are in any case to be required, and 
where you and the tenant differ as to the amount please come with 
the tenant to me to fix the rate. 

In conclusion I would say, generally, that it is very desirable that no 
Union man be subjected to inconvenience, and that a spirit of both fair- 
ness and kindness should be perfectly manifest in all the arrangements 
concerning the farms which are used in whole or in part by the Gov- 
ernment. 


Respectfully, yours 
; ates JOHN A. BOLLES, 


Major and Aide-de-Camp, Provost-Judge. 


Fort Monron, VA., April 10, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, __ 
General-in- Chief : 
Your telegram urging re-enforcements for Foster was received here 
last night at 9 o’clock and by me at Yorktown at 11. I gave immedi- 
ate orders, and troops are now moving from Suffolk. I can only send 
1,800 or 2,000 at once, and that number every five days, by canal. I 
have no means of transportation by sea, and the lack of such trans- 
portation prevented my sending aid;to-Hoster on the 8th instant, when 
I first learned his situation, though ea pened oe S Lippe: my 
i a is now threatenec a large force of rebels. 
line. Peck says he is y ae KEYES 
Major-General, 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, - 

i General-in- Chief : i 
A great variety of information from prisoners, deserters, and fro 
intercepted letters confirms the fact that the rebels are in great force _ 
on the Blackwater. They have built several bridges, issued four days’ 

~ cooked rations, &c. An officer from City Point brought news that a_ 

‘ great quantity of material had been sent down to the Blackwater. The 
testimony is too strong to be disregarded. Icountermanded the orders 
E for re-enforcements for Foster before any got off. I shall go to Suffolk: 
yh 


in the morning. ay tapes Bp 
ae Major-General, Commanding. 


2 - Fort Monroe, VaA., April 10, 1863. 
* Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
; General-in- Chief : 
a No news from Charleston since telegram of this morning referring to 
j disaster to iron-clad Keokuk. No requisition for transports was made. 
Shortly after I concluded to re-enforce Foster a steamer camein; others 
were expected, and by diverting from fair-weather steamers I could 
send as many troops as | could spare. I telegraphed you that the in- 
formation obtained to-day induced me to withhold all re-enforcements 
from Foster. Upon Peck’s urgent call I have sent the Hawkins’ Zouaves 
to Suffolk to-day. 
iE. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Fort Monroe, Va., April 10, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, or 
Brig. Gen. I. N. PALMER: 

Siz: In consequence of your application for re-enforeements I have 
detached Brigadier-General Terry with a brigade of about 3,000 men— 
al that can possibly be spared from this department—with orders to 
proceed by sea to New Berne. A deficiency of vessels is causing delay 
in the departure of the troops. I would have sent them yesterday if 
possible, and the first installments are now embarking on ‘steamers fit 
only for calm waters. I send these troops, which are so much needed 
in this department, for the purpose of relieving General Foster at Wash-. 
ington, N. C. If General Foster shall have been relieved or released 
or if Washington shall have fallen on the arrival of General Terry at 
New Berne, i have directed him to return with his brigade forthwith 
to this place. In any event I shall anticipate their return in a very 
short time, as the enemy now threaten us on the Blackwater and else- 

where in great force. 

One of the steamers sent is the Thomas A. Morgan, the mail-boat 
and transport between Fort Monroe and Yorktown. T desire that the 
Morgan may be returned here in the least possible time. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BE. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


= 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Nea . Fort Monroe, April 10, 1863. 
Major-General PEcK, Suffolk : 

General Halleck directs me to assist Foster if possible; so we will 
send Terry’s brigade of 3,000, and I will, when the enemy advances on 
you, send Hawkins’ Zouaves and other aid nearly equivalent. I shall 
order Terry to bring back his brigade the moment Foster is released or 
disposed of. 

E. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
. Fort Monroe, April 10, 1863. 
Major-General PEcK: 
Vessels having arrived, Terry’s brigade will go by sea. I have directed 
the quartermaster to keep you advised of the arrival of the transports. 
i suppose his brigade does not exceed 3,000 men. No greater num- 
ber can possibly be spared. 
_ I will direct the quartermaster to send coal for your gunboats. 
EK. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


; Fort MonrRog, VA., April 10, 1863. 
Major-General PEcK, Suffolk : 
We have been informed that the enemy have sent bridge material for 
five bridges from Petersburg, to be used in crossing the Blackwater in 
five places. This information is quite reliable. General Keyes is now 


at Old Point. 
D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS STEAMER EscorT, April 10, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. W. H. LUDLOW: 


COLONEL: By direction of General Palmer I beg leave to say, in an- 
swer to your dispatch of the 9th, that an expedition sent to raise the 
siege of Washington, and consisting of about 8,000 men, were repulsed 
at Blount’s Creek, near the battery on Hill’s Point. 

The enemy are in force, about 22,000, and strongly posted. An ef- 
fort will be made (troops on this boat) to run a regiment past the bat- 
teries to General Foster, so that he can make a more protracted defense 
of that place. 

The only available transportation that can be sent to Gatesville is 
sufficient for 3,000 men; that amount of transportation will be at Gates- 
ville the morning of the 13th, and will remain there forty-eight hours, 
hoping for troops. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 

NotE.—Will Colonel Ludlow please forward this to the commanding 

general at Fort Monroe? 


Very respectfully, I. N. PALMER 
° s ) 


Brigadier-General, Commanding Department North Carolina. 
38 R R—VOL XVIII 
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WASHINGTON, April 10, 1863—6 p. m. 
Brigadier-General PALMER, 
Commanding Forces, New Berne : 

GENERAL: Your dispatches arrived this morning at 2 a. m. by the 
hands of Lieutenant-Colonel McChesney, who will return to-night. 

I am directed by the major-general commanding to say that he could 
have wished that you had yourself come in command of the forces which 
moved yesterday from New Berne under General Spinola, notwith- 
standing the confidence you express in his activity and intelligence. 

If General Wessells has arrived General Foster wishes you to take 
command in person of the advancing forces. Should General Naglee 
arrive he will be sent forward at once to take command. 

In case you are not sufficiently strong at New Berne you will send 
for the regiment at Plymouth, leaving at that post three companies 
with three pieces of artillery as garrison for the fort if it be sufficiently 
completed. 

The general wishes that a light-draught steamer, with her sides pro- 
tected by hay-bales, should be sent here at once loaded with ammuni- 
tion and provisions. Send also several schooners of light draught, pro- 
tected and loaded in the same way. 

The enemy have opened fire to-day from five batteries on the crest 
of the rising ground in rear of town. Their fire for a short time was 
very sharp, but no damage has yet been done. 

The general expects, even if the expedition which has started be 
successful, that you will continue to make persistent efforts to send a 
force across to our relief. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD E. POTTER, 
Chief of Staff. 

If anything goes to Washington before we return, a few thousand 
rations, some hay, and some 32-pound and 6-pound Ow. iard) ammuni- 
tion had better be sent if our supply is large at New Berne. McChes- 
ney says General Foster is in high spirits, &c. 

IN. Bs 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CorRPs, 


New Berne, April 10, 1863. 
Col. J. Picker, » April 10, 1863 


Commanding Post, Plymouth, N. O.: 


_COLONEL : I am instructed by General Palmer to inform you of the- 
situation of affairs at present in this vicinity and at Washington. 
_ Washington is completely or nearly invested by the enemy, so that 
it is impossible for the gunboats to proceed to General Foster’s assist- 
ance. The attempt to re-enforce General Foster by sending troops to 
him by water had in consequence to be abandoned. The expedition 
or oon aire across ame country by way of Swift Oreek has been 
obliged to return to this place on account of the ] i 
strength of the enemy. tiabccebe 

The effective force at this place consists of about 9 000 men, and ab 
( out 
12,000 at Washington. The enemy’s force is supposed to be about 
20,000 in the immediate vicinity of Washington. 
1 am, very truly, your obedient servant, 
WM. L. WHEATON, 
Aide-de-Camp. 
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UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 

Newport News, April 10, 1863. 

Major-General PEcK, 
Commanding at Suffolk, Va.: 


Sir: Herewith I respectfully return to you a permit given from your 
headquarters, December 29, to Edward Bust, to carry oysters in his 
sloop Jacob Marten to Suffolk, subject to the regulations of the naval 
authorities. 

Edward Bust, with his sailing sloop and a large boat, was found in the 
Lower Nansemond day before yesterday morning by the picket boat 
Alert and brought on board this ship. As that region is infested by 

_smugglers and rebel mail carriers I have found it necessary not only to 
prohibit the gathering of oysters in the Nansemond but to allow no 
boats there day or night where such illicit operations can be carried 
on, and to instruct the guard vessels to recognize no oyster permits after 
May 1 and until theu only in open boats. 

Edward Bust was sent back to the guard vessel to be released with 
his boats, with a warning in accordance with the above. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, ci 
S : 


Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 11, 1863—11.24 a. m. 


Major-General KEYES, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Your position should not be so weakened as to endanger its security. 
If you find the enemy in your front too strong to permit you to re-enforce 
General Foster you are right in not doing so; but you should not act 
upon mere rumors, which are always gotten up to influence the move- 
ments of troops on such occasions. Means should be taken to ascertain 
beyond doubt the strength of the enemy before you. You remember 
Napoleon’s maxim, that no general should be ignorant of the strength 


d position of his enemy. 
is : H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in-Chief. 


Fort MONROE, VA., 
April 11, 1863—12 noon. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 

Your telegram just received. My front is so extensive, the enemy are 
so busy, and the calls for assistance so general that I have not had 
time to examine Peck’s position carefully. I have to rely on his and 
Viele’s opinions to some extent more than my own. There is no doubt 
the enemy are pushing us all along from North Carolina to York River. 
As soon as I can look around I shall feel certain, and I will give no 
timid counsels. Our troops below Williamsburg were attacked by a 
large force this morning—4,000, 5,000, or 6,000. They have got below 
Fort Magruder and cut off communication with Colonel West, who has 
the One hundred and thirty-ninth New York Volunteers, Fifth Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry, and one battery of field artillery. This moment they 
telegraph that Fort Magruder is safe and the enemy are retreating. 
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i forts on the right and left of it are occupied, and I have — 
pens ps ages poate the toc against 10,000 rebels. Admiral Lee has 
ordered the Commodore Morris away from Yorktown. Her armament is i 
only fit for service there, and I have urged the admiral to:send her back . 

Yorktown. 
from here at once to Yor B, D. KEYES, | 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., 
April 11, 1863—6 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


General Peck, at Suffolk, telegraphs just now enemy in large force 
are attempting to flank us on both sides; deserters say 50,000. Gen- 
eral Keyes has just started for Suffolk. Williamsburg appears to be 
quiet. Our forces retain possession of Fort Magruder and have ad- 
vanced pickets to outskirts of Williamsburg. The telegraph operator 
reports enemy are hanging around Williamsburg. 

D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


EE 


HEADQUARTERS FouRTH CORPS, 
ort Monroe, April 11, 1863—11.30 a. m. 
Admiral 8. P. LEE, 
On board Minnesota : 


Our troops near Williamsburg have been driven by a large force of 
rebels down toward the mouth of Queen’s Creek, and Colonel West 
calls for the aid of gunboats. The Crusader’s armament will not an- 
swer, and I earnestly request that you will send the Commodore Morris 
back at once. If the gunboats are taken away even Yorktown may be 
lost. The enemy are now within 5 miles of Yorktown. 

E. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


—_. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 


Fort Monroe, Va., April 11, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE, 


Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


ADMIRAL: The enemy attacked Williamsburg early this morning, 
and by the last accounts were moving with a heavy force upon Fort 
Magruder, which is a mile and more below the city. They have also a 
force this side of Fort Magruder and have burned the camp of the Fifth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

It is possible the enemy have crossed troops from the south side of the 
James River; if so, and to ascertain the fact, I would be glad if you 
could send a gunboat up as far as Jamestown Island. Such a move- 
ment would also tend to diminish the pressure on our lines below Will- 
iamsburg. 

The wires between Yorktown and Williamsburg have been cut. The 
enemy are represented as being in large force. The gunboats should 
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therefore move up and down between Yorktown and Queen’s Creek, 
and I trust you will be able to spare three gunboats to keep in sight of 
Yorktown. s 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
EK. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort MonROEg, VA., April 11, 1863. 
Admiral 8. P. Ler, Newport News: 
The following just received from General Peck, at Suffolk, 5.35 p. m.: 


Enemy is flanking us in large force on both sides, 


General Keyes directs me to ask you, Can you send gunboats to mouth 
or up the Nansemond ? 
D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., April 11, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. E. D. Kryzs, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Department of Virginia, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 


GENERAL: Yours of this date is received. With the force at my dis- 
posal I can only give partial support in James River to your outpost at 
Williamsburg by occupying that position instead of this, but this ship 
cannot go there. 

As the two flag-of-truce boats arrived to-day from City Point do not 
report any rebel vessels in James River it is not probable that the enemy 
have crossed from the right to the left bank of the river at Jamestown 
Island. 

I cannot assign the additional gunboat force you request for York- 
town, not having the means of doing so in consequence of the number 
of vessels required to assist the army in its occupation of several posi- 
tions in the Sounds of North Carolina. 

If the enemy have the means of crossing the Nansemond and wish to 
do so in force, under cover of their artillery, the two small navy and the 
small army vessels called gunboats (which are frail little river or harbor 
steamers, mounting in all but a few pieces of fixed artillery) should not 
be considered enough to prevent it. The Nansemond is a mere creek 
above the Western Branch, and musketry alone can command the decks 
and drive from their guns the crews of these little crafts, which are 
liable to be disabled in their exposed boilers, &c., by a few discharges 
from small and scattered field pieces. 

Last fall I called the attention of General Dix to the policy of leveling 
the earthworks in this vicinity. Referring to my conversation with 
you on this subject at Yorktown last fall and on board this ship the 
other day, I respectfully renew my suggestion that the contrabands 
and other force, if necessary, should be employed to raze these works 
without delay. 

Permit me to draw your attention to the inclosed extract* from a re- 
port I made to the honorable the Secretary of the Navy on the 24th of 
October last, immediately after my visit to Yorktown, referring to the 


* See p. 442. 
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destruction of all military works in the vicinity of Norfolk and York- 
town which might encourage further efforts on the part of the enemy : 


to reoccupy. 
I have the honor to be, general, very EDP MR 


a a : 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Fort Monroe, April 11, 1863—5 p. m. 
Major-General PECK, 
Commanding, Suffolk : 
Ihave this moment received your telegram announcing that the enemy 
is moving upon you in large force. 
I suppose the Hawkins’ Zouaves are now with you. I shall start for 
Norfolk in a few minutes. 
E. D. KEYES, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Fort Monroe, April 11, 1863. 
Major-General PECK, 
Commanding, Suffolk : 


Wise and his whole command are at Williamsburg. The enemy 
got past Fort Magruder, destroyed the camp of the Fifth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, and came down with a portion of their force to within 5 miles 
of Yorktown. I have ordered Colonel West to hold the line of Fort 
Magruder at all hazards. I may be obliged to send him re-enforce- 
ments and may have to recall Hawkins’ Zouaves. I mustlook at your 
position to judge by comparison. How much time will I require to see 
your lines ? é 

BK. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HpQrs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
No. 54. New Berne, April 11, 1863. 


It is hereby ordered that the divisions and brigades of the Eighteenth 
Army Corps now in this department resume their original organization 
and designation, agreeably to the provisions of General Orders, No. 11, 
Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps, and all reports will be rendered 
accordingly. 

The senior officers present will command in order of their seniority, 
and absent regiments will be accounted for as on detached service. 
The organization will be as follows: 

The First, or General Palmer’s, Division will consist of the brigade of 
Colonel Amory: Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers, Forty-third 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, Forty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteer 
Militia, Fifty-first Massachusetts Volunteer Militia; and the brigade of 
Col. H. C. Lee: Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, Twenty- 
fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, Fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia 
Forty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteer Militia. 


The Fourth, or General Wessells’, Division will consist of the brigade 


hs 
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of General Hunt: EHighty-fifth New York State Volunteers, Ninety- 
second New York State Volunteers, Ninety-sixth New York State Vol- 
unteers, One hundred and first Pennsylvania Volunteers, One hundred 
and third Pennsylvania Volunteers; and the brigade of General Ste- 
venson: Fifth Rhode Island Volunteers, Forty-fourth Massachusetts 
Volunteer Militia. 

The Fifth, or General Prince’s, Division will consist of the brigade of 
General Spinola: One hundred and thirty-second New York State Vol- 
unteers, One hundred and fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Militia, One hun- 
dred and seventy-first Pennsylvania Militia, One hundred and seventy- 
fifth Pennsylvania Militia; and the brigade of Colonel Jourdan: Third 
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, Eighth Massachusetts Volunteer Mi- 
litia, One hundred and fifty-eighth New York State Volunteers, One hun- 
dred and sixty-eighth Pennsylvania Militia. 

By command of Brigadier-General Wessells commanding : 


pera 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., 
April 12, 1863—12 noon. 
Major-General Dix, 
No. 3 West Twenty-first street, New York, N. Y.: 

General Peck telegraphs just now, ‘‘ We are face to face. The attack 
is on the Somerton and Edenton front, and before this reaches you the 
fight will have commenced.” I will have the Burden for you at Balti- 
more if you say so. I think you had better come down. 

D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., 
April 12, 1863—4.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 
The following dispatches received to-day from General Peck at Suf- 
folk, at 12.30 p. m.: ; 
The two armies are at this moment face to face. The attack is on the Somerton 


and Edenton road. 
4P.M. 


The enemy, after advancing within a short distance of my front, has fallen back 2 
or 3 miles, and is reported moving from the Somerton road toward the Edenton road. 


D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NorFOLK, VA., April 12, [1863.]—7.30 p. m. 
(Received 9.15 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECEK, 
; General-in- Chief: 

The enemy approached our lines at Suffolk to-day and exchanged 
some cannon-shots and retired. The force of the enemy is great and I 
think they will make a serious attack. General Peck has just tele- 
graphed that he has reason to believe Longstreet is receiving re-enforce- 
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ments and heavy artillery. Wise with his whole force is certainly in 
front of Williamsburg and Fitzhugh Lee is said to be approaching 3 
Gloucester Point, and some persons anticipate rebel gunboats down 
James River. Information from all quarters concurs to establish a 
simultaneous movement against all portions of our lines. _I have made 
the best disposition in my power of our troops and supplies, but I would 
be glad to receive heavy re-enforcements if they could be spared. We 
have seven smal gunboats on the Nansemond, which I think renders 


Peck’s right flank secure. 
E. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
Norfolk, Va., April 12, 1863. 

The proximity of the Confederate forces renders it proper, by virtue 
of the military and naval authority of the United States, to give the 
following notice: 

All foreign consuls and their families, all women and children, and 
all other persons not in the service of the United States who prefer 
safety to the conflicts of war, are notified that on the approach of the 
enemy to any town or village within this department and the range of 
the Union guns, such town or village will be fired on without further 


consideration. 
. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding Department of Virginia. 


APRIL 12, 1863. 
Major-General Krys: 
I believe Longstreet is receiving re-enforcements and heavy artillery 
by rail from Petersburg and Weldon. 
PECK, 


Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, April 12, 1863. 
Major-General Knyns: ih $ 
A force is on the road leading to the Nansemond. How far they. will 
come down remains to be Seen; will keep you advised. The rails were 
removed by some of the Ninth Corps men through a misunderstanding 
of orders given by the commander of that front. I slept none in con- 
Sequence of these affairs and of the responsibility. 
PECK, 
Major-General. 


_ 


SUFFOLK, Va. j 
Maj. Gen. JosepH Hooxrr, » VA., April 12, 1863. 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac : 

Longstreet is now before me with a very heavy force. The attack i 
on my front, which cuts off much of the aid of the gt 1. eae 
flanks. Prisoners say 30,000 and more, ia et ee 

JOHN J. PECK, 


(Copy to General Halleck.) Major-General. 
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rcs, NORFOLK, VA., April 12, 1863. 
Brigadier-General KInG: 

I see no objection to the withdrawal of Colonel West's pickets. from 
the town of Williamsburg. Colonel West will, I trust, cause Wise to 
repent his fashness if he assails those forts. 

E. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monrog, VA., April 12, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN A. Dix, 
Hutaw House, Baltimore, Md.: 
The Henry Burden left here at 11 o’clock this evening for Baltimore. 
The captain was ordered to report to you at the Eutaw House. 
WM. H. LUDLOW, 
Lieut. Col. and Asst. Insp. Gen. 


Fort MONROE, VA., April 12, 1863. 

(Received 10.45: p. m.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


A dispatch has just been received from Major-General Palmer stating 
that an expedition of 8,000 men sent to raise the siege of Washington 
was repulsed at Blount’s Creek near the batteries on Hill’s Point. The 
enemy was in force, about 22,000, strongly posted. An effort will be 
made to run aregiment past the batteries to General Foster, so that he 
can make a more protracted defense of that place. Transportation was 
to be sent to Gatesville hoping to receive re-enforcements of 3,000 men 
from this department. A dispatch has been sent to General Palmer 
informing him that no re-enforcements can be sent to him from this de- 
partment. General Keyes is in Norfolk. 

WM. H. LUDLOW, 


Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Inspector- General. 


_ NorFOLK, April 12, 1863—5.30 p. m. 


Lieut. Col. SourTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-CGeneral : 


COLONEL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your communication of the 10th instant, this 
moment placed in my hands, and to inform you that no re-enforcements 
can be sent to Major-General Foster from this department. 

The enemy are now in large force this side of the Blackwater, under 
General Longstreet; are making an attack upon Suffolk. They occupy 
the country between Suffolk and Gatesville. 

An attack is also making by them upon Williamsburg. Intelligence 
from deserters indicate a simultaneous movement upon the part of the 
enemy on all the lines in this department. 

Twenty thousand additional troops are needed here. 

I am, very respectfully, your obewient servant, 


WM. H. LUDLOW, 
Lieut. Col. and Asst. Inspector-General, Seventh Army Corps. 


x ‘ 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Plymouth, N. C., April 12, 1863. 


Lieut. W. L. WHEATON, 
A. A. A. G., First Division, Highteenth Army Corps: | 

Your communication of April 10, informing me of the situation of 
affairs in the vicinity of New Berne and Washington, has been received. 

I have the honor to submit the following as the condition of affairs at 
this post: 

The fort is nearly completed and is in condition to mount all the guns. 
One heavy gun arrived to-day from Roanoke Island and is being located 
in the fort. The wings of the fort are completed and small works con- 
structed to protect its left flank. The woods upon all the main roads 
leading into Plymouth have been felled, and the guns when mounted 
will have excellent range. af 

From three ladies, said and believed to be of secession proclivities, the 
following facts were gleaned, viz: On Friday, April 10, they came from 
Williamston and passed, on the way between Williamston and James- 
ville, infantry, artillery, and cavalry, said to be General Robertson’s 
brigade. 

From a prisoner whom our North Carolina cavalry took Thursday 
night, April 9, we learn that 11 miles from this place a squad of six cav- 
alry pickets were stationed, with intervening couriers, to give the enemy 
_ at Washington notice of any attempted assistance from this direction. 

From various sources we have heard of an iron-clad ram being built 
in the river above. Information this morning ha been received to the 
effect that it is built to fit the prow of a steamer and that the enemy 
meditate an attack within a few days when it is completed. Apprehen- 
sion is felt by the naval force that the two gunboats here, Perry and Un- 
derwriter, may not be able to resist it. With the present force here and 
with the constructed defenses it is believed we can hold this place against 
a large land force. Should the ram, however, succeed in getting oppo- 
site Plymouth the place would be untenable except with fearful loss. 
We have six or seven days’ provisions on hand. Inclosed I send you a 
consolidated morning report of the land forces here. 

I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, yours, 
JOSIAH PICKETT, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


{Indorsement. ] 


The consolidated morning report will be sent in to-morrow morning. 
GEORGE W. BARTLETT, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL es Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE SouTH, 

‘ sey a nears Hilton Head, 8. C., April 12, 1863. 
aving been ollicially represented to the major-gen - 
ing by Brigadier-General Heckman, Maj. Solsmn Giles, ‘Third seve 
York Artillery, and Capt. W. V. Hutchings, of the staff of Brigadier. 
General Stevenson, that Major-General Foster, commanding Depart- 
ment of North Carolina, is besieged and in danger of being captured 
by the enemy at Washington, N. C., Brigadier-General Heckman U.S 
Volunteers, is hereby ordered to proceed with his brigade consist- 
ing of the following regiments: Ninth New J ersey, Twenty-third Mas- 


iy 
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sachusetts, Eighty-first New York, and Ninety-eighth New York, to 
New Berne, N.C., where he will report to Brigadier-General Palmer, or 
whoever may be the general in command, for service in the relieving of 
Major-General Foster. 

This duty executed, or it being found that Major-General Foster has 
been already relieved, Brigadier-General Heckman will forthwith re- 
turn with his command to this department. 

By command of Major-General Hunter: 

. ED. W. SMITH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BALTIMORE, MD., April 13, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK: ; 
Learning by telegraph yesterday that Suffolk was invested I came 

on from New York by the night train and am waiting for special boat 

to go to Fort Monroe. 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


BALTIMORE, April 13, 1863. 
Col. D. T. VAN BUREN: 

I cannot help thinking that the attack on the Nansemond and Som- 
erton road is a feint, and that the principal movement will be on the 
Nansemond, 8 miles from Suffolk. This should be looked to. 

JOHN A. DIX, 

Major-General. 


ForT MONROE, VA., April 13, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral LEE, Newport News, Va. : 
General Peck telegraphs 11.50 a. m.: 


Enemy is on three sides of us and advancing to cut the river communication. Ask 
the admiral to send light-draught vessels up. 
D. T. VAN BUREN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


V1A ForT MONROE, VA., April 13, 1863. 
(Received 2.50 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

I am now in consultation with Major-General Peck. The enemy is in 
sight, and not far off. Artillery firing is going on slowly. Peck’s po- 
sition is strong, and will be vigilantly guarded. The only fear is that 
the enemy may cross the Nansemond. To prevent that, gunboats must 
be freely used. I will try to examine the river to-day. It is my opinion 
that the enemy’s campaign is the recovery of the whole James River, 
and re-enforcements are arriving from various points, many of them 
from before Fredericksburg. The enemy’s batteries have been open for 
sometime. It is an imperative necessity that the Navy keep the Nanse- 


mond River open. E. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 
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SUFFOLK, VA., April 13, 1863—5 p. m. 
(Received 6 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

I have now completed a thorough examination of Major-General 
Peck’s position except the river, which I am now going to examine to 
its mouth. I have been up and down both railroads to Norfolk and 
made the circuit of the lines. From every source it is made certain 
that upward of 40,000 rebels are in front and on the flanks of this posi- 
tion. The easiest way for the enemy to take it is to invest and starve 
us out. To prevent that I shall be able to give an opinion after going 
down the river. As most of the enemy are from the Rappahannock 
my present impression is that two divisions of Major-General Hooker’s 
army ought to be sent here at once. 

E. D. KEYES, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort MONROE, VA., April 13, 1863—11 p. m. 
(Received 14th, 12.10 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 

I have this moment returned from an examination of the Nansemond 
River. The enemy’s sharpshooters line the left bank some distance 
down and all the passing steamers have been pelted to-day. Our pilot- 
house was struck seven times. The gunboats on that river are frail, 
wooden structures, which the enemy’s field batteries can soon cripple or 
burn with hot shot. He can then without much exertion cross out of 
range of any of our works, get upon Peck’s rear, and seize the two rail- 
roads, or attack his weakest side, which is from the Seaboard Railroad 
to the river, and along the river when the gunboats are out of the way. 
Once invested, it will be next to impossible to relieve Peck, and he 
would in a short time be starved into a surrender. The problem is a 
difficult one and requires the most able attention. Pickett’s, Hood’s, 
and Pryor’s (now Davis’) divisions are there. Pickett’s left the Rappa- 
hannock February 15 and Hood’s shortly after. The Southern Army 
is in fine health—soldiers made by poverty and hardships—and is per- 
fectly armed. They have about fifty pieces of artillery and some cay- 
alry. All or nearly all the horses are in poor condition. Coming down 
the river has increased, but not perfected, my knowledge of Peck’s sit- 
uation. I will need to observe it still more to-morrow. I will write 
more fully. 

E. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
N ° - 
+ re ORFOLK, April 13, 1863. 

Wise still threatens an attack on our forts just. below Williamsburg 
and a gunboat on James River off College Creek would be of immense 
service tous. If a gunboat is not placed, Wise can be supplied by water. 
If you have no other boat to spare I would prefer to have that one at 
the mouth of the Nansemond sent up without delay, as an attack is an- 
ticipated. 

KE. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 
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ee 1k ee ger Bee NorFoLk, April 13, 1863. 
Acting Rear-Admiral LEE: 

Another request has come for a gunboat off Williamsburg. The tower 
of the asylum is visible from the river; our line 14 miles below that 
tower and the enemy’s campis above. I earnestly trust a gunboat may 
be sent up immediately if one has not gone. 

EH. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
April 13, 1863. 
Major-General KEYEs, 
Commanding Department : 


Your two dispatches are received. Ihaveno gunboat suitable to send 
off Williamsburg, and it would not be fit to send only one gunboat there 


if I had it. 
S. P. LEE, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 13, 1863—3.30 p. m. 
(Received 4.20 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 


Reliable information from intelligent deserters is to the effect that the 
enemy have 35,000 or 40,000 in our front, which have come from Fred- 
ericksburg, the condition of the roads rendering an attack there impos- 
sible. It is stated that D. H. Hill is advancing from North Carolina. 


JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, VA., April 13, 1863—8.30 p. m. 
: (Received 10 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 

Longstreet’s advance division arrived in my front on Saturday and 
was followed by Pickett’s, Hood’s, and Anderson’s yesterday. They 
advanced on my front and right flank about noon on the 12th, within 
extreme artillery range, and after much skirmishing fell back several 
miles. Early this morning they advanced on my front and rear with 
one division on the right flank. More or less artillery fire all day and 
much skirmishing. Colonel Foster’s Light Troop handled the enemy’s 
advance roughly, driving them back and retiring the picket line at dark. 
Anderson’s division has been engaged on the water front with our gun- 
boats and batteries. The firing has been brisk, and the enemy suffered. 
The command is in good spirits and will do its duty. 


JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


606 NORTH CAROLINA AND 8. E. VIRGINIA. [Cuar. XXX 


7 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 13, 1863—9 p. m. 
(Received 10 p. m.) — 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, | 
: . General-in-Chief: 
Longstreet’s force is pretty well settled at 35,000. Co-operation of - 
Hill expected. One division at least should be sent here, as they are 
fighting for the James River. He has one hundred and twenty pieces 


of artillery. JOHN J. PECK 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, April 13, 1863. 
Major-General KEYES: 
We have rations for about twelve days, including to-day. Please 
hurry up the stores as fast as possible. 
JOHN J. PECK. 


SUFFOLK, April 13, 1863. 
Admiral S. P. LEE: 

The enemy are said to be crossing at Sleepy Hole, below the mouth 
of the West Branch, where the river is wide. The river was left un- 
protected last night. 

General Peck is at the front. 

BENJ. B. FOSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 13, 1863—4 p. m. 
Major-General HookER, 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac: 


Intelligent and reliable deserters state that the force in my front, of 
35,000 men, under Longstreet, has come from Fredericksburg in expec- 
tation of inaction on your part. D. H. Hill is said to be advancing 
from North Carolina. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAG, 


General PECK, Suffolk: ratte ees 
All of Longstreet’s forces that have gone from here left in J anuary 
and February last. None have left since. The enemy will be disap- 
pointed in the expectation you mention in your dispatch. 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 1 fm) 
Major-General HooxkEr, 2 ee yo ee 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac : 


Three divisions have been more or less engaged all day. Early this 
morning one division advanced on the Somerton front, driving in the 
pickets, but was promptly repulsed, and our picket line was intact at 
dark. Some fine skirmishing by Colonel Foster’s Light Troop and 
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Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry. On therear or water line Anderson’s 
force of 4,000 was held back by the gunboats and land batteries. The 
attack was vigorous and the result gratifying. Expect they will make 
agrand attack to-morrow. Longstreet has 35,000, some say 38,000, and 
from one hundred to one hundred and fifty pieces of artillery. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
(Copy to General Halleck.) 


HEADQUARTERS, 
} Suffolk, Va., April 13, 1863. 

Admiral LEE, Newport News: 

The gunboats on the Nansemond in conjunction with the land bat- 
teries have been engaged through the day, repulsing Anderson’s divis- 
ion very handsomely. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


YORKTOWN, April 13, 1863—9.30 a. m. 
Major-General KrYEs, Norfolk: 

A dispatch just received from Colonel West reports all quiet at front. 
The picket lines are within 500 yards of each other. He is very anx- 
ious that a gunboat should be sent up James River to shell the enemy 
at Williamsburg. He says thatthe asylum tower is plainly visible from 
the James, and fire could be directed by the tower to the town; and 
the enemy’s camp is north of town. 

RUFUS KING, 


Brigadier-General. 


YORKTOWN, April 13, [1863]—9 p. m. 
Major-General KEYES, Norfolk: 

I have just received dispatch from West. He reports that a regi- 
ment of infantry and one of cavalry came into Williamsburg by Rich- 
mond road before sundown. Rumor places Wise’s force at 6,000. 
Wagons loaded with furniture have been moving out of Williamsburg 
all day. The gunboat Morris tried to shell the enemy from York River 
this morning. Result not known. No gunboat yet in James River. 
Colonel West thinks that one should be there by morning with direc- 
tions to shell the lower end of the town. He is prepared for attack at 
any time. Noman hurt on our side to-day. Both our gunboats are off 
Queen’s Creek to-night and will remain there. 

RUFUS KING, 


Brigadier-General. 


Fort Monroe, April 13, 1863. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff, Washington : 
GENERAL: Ileaveat12m. Have you any orders for the Eighteenth 
Corps ? 
Palmer sent last night for re-enforcements, which General Keyes 
cannot send. Can any be sent from the Department of the South? 
HENRY M. NAGLER, 
Brigadier- General. 
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WASHINGTON, April 13, 1863. 
Brigadier-General NAGLEE: 
lave no instructions. No re-enforcements can be sent from Depart- 


ment of the South. G. W. CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 14, 1863—2.30 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


L arrived here this morning. The post is closely invested with over 


> 


30,000 men. The report of the 1st instant, in the Adjutant-General’s ~ 


Office, will show our force. Two gunboats in the Nansemond are dis- 
abled; one is sunk. Our danger is that the enemy will cross the river 
and cut us off from Norfolk. I consider it necessary that an army corps, 
or at least two divisions, should be sent to Norfolk at once, so as to pro- 
tect the Nansemond. ‘The great superiority of the enemy makes it im- 
possible to divide the force here with safety, and we cannot retreat on 
Norfolk without great sacrifice of property and life. This place must 


be held if possible. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. O., April 14, 1863—7.15 p. m. 


Major-General HEINTZELMAN, Washington: 


GENERAL: You will immediately dispatch to Norfolk, reporting at 
Fort Monroe, 6,000 men or thereabouts. You will make requisitions 
on the Quartermaster’s Department for transports. If necessary they 
will be recalled from Aquia Creek. This. dispatch of troops must be 
made in preference to anything else and must be pushed with all pos- 
sible haste, without regard to hours or to darkness. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in- Chief. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 
No. 57. April 14, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 


VII. The following troops will embark at daylight to-morrow morn- 
ing for Norfolk, reporting at Fort Monroe: 

The Second Brigade, General Abercrombie’s division, with the excep- 
tion of the Sixteenth Virginia Volunteers; the Third Brigade, General 
Abercrombie’s division; the One hundred and seventeenth New York 
Volunteers, of Colonel Haskin’s division; the Eleventh Rhode Island 
Volunteers, from the Convalescent Camp; the One hundred and sixty- 
ninth New York Volunteers, from General Martindale’s command. 


* * * * * * * 
By command of Major-General Heintzelman: 


C. H. POTTER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


oF es 
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HEADQUARTERS FourtTH ARMY CorRPs, 
ty Yorktown, Va., April 14, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 


Commanding U. 8. Army: 


Str: Major-General Dix arrived this morning and resumed command 
of the Department of Virginia. 

During the nine days I was in temporary command of the depart- 
ment the approach of the enemy in great force down the Peninsula and 
upon Suffolk gave a serious aspect to affairs, and this paper is respect- 
fully submitted as the result of my examinations and consequent con- 
clusions while I was in command. : 

Of Peck’s position and the surrounding country beyond Norfolk I 
had no ocular knowledge until the 6th instant, when I made a hasty 
visit to Suffolk by rail. Since that date I have made a careful exami- 
nation of his defenses and passed over the other railroad from Norfolk 
and down the Nansemond River to Hampton Roads. 

As I stated before in telegrams I consider our troops at Suffolk in a. 
very critical situation, and it may be the rebels’ boast that they have 
another Harper’s Ferry affair on hand will be made good. 

I have reflected on the following points: 

1st. Is Peck secure against an attack, or is he able to resist an attack 
in his position ? 

2d. Can the enemy cut his communication and invest him ? 

3d. If the enemy should invest him have we the means to relieve 
him before he would be starved out? 

4th. Can he retreat and take away his material ? 

On the above points I conclude as follows: 

1st. He is secure against an attack on any front now accessible to the 
enemy, and he will not be seriously attacked (feints will be made) until 
he is invested. After he is invested he is not secure from an attack. 

2d. The enemy can cut his communications and invest him in spite 
of anything we can do to prevent him with the means north of Albe- 
marle Sound and south of Hampton Roads and James River. 

3d. If the enemy does invest him we could not break the investment 
after it had existed three days and relieve Peck with any available 
means within the command of the Government. 

4th. I cannot give a positive opinion on this point. I have had no 
time to examine the line of retreat. The railroads are through the Dis- 
mal Swamp and are perfectly straight and the roadway narrow, and, 
on either side, an impracticable morass. 

I assume that the Government knows Peck’s strength and the amount 
of his supplies of provisions and ammunition. It is certain he has but 
a few days’ supply of forage. 

I have assumed all those facts of the last paragraph, and I have kept 
Napoleon’s maxims in view (you called my attention to those maxims) 
in coming to my conclusions. 

In regard to the Peninsula: If the line of Fort Magruder below Will- 
iamsburg is given up the enemy can go to Fort Monroe at once and 
possess everything outside the sand-spit on which the fort stands. 
Yorktown, owing to the ravines around it, would be nearly as uncom- 
fortable as Fort Magruder now is, and of no great value to the Govern- 
ment. If the upper line is abandoned I trust this most sickly place 
(Yorktown) may be also abandoned. I recommended its abandonment 
in August last when called on for my views. ie 

With one gunboat on James River, stationed opposite Williamsburg, 
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and one additional regiment of infantry I could hold the line of Fort 
Magruder certainly. There being no gunboat there now Wise can — 
have his supplies brought down there by water, and hold his camp 
there at his ease. Wise is now in a position to be easily captured, but 
I have not the force necessary. As I stated in my telegrams of yester- 
day and the day before, I thought re-enforcements necessary at once. 

If any competent officer has examined and ascertained the difficulty _ 
the enemy would have to destroy the wooden gunboats and to cross the 
Nansemond, or to get round the left and cut the railroads, or to learn 
the roads and their capacity for retreat, I am ignorant of the fact. I 
did not simply because I had not the time. If Peck’s 16,000 men and 
‘4,000 horses, more or less, and his numerous artillery and supplies are 
surrendered I make no doubt that inquiry will be made on those sub- 
jects, but I shall not be able to answer. . 

I have the honor to remain, your most obedient servant, 
K. D. KEYES, 
Major-General, Commanding Fourth Corps. 


Fort Monroe, VA., 
April 14, 1863—11.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

I have just returned from Suffolk after going through the lines. 
General Peck is strong, but the danger of interception of his commu- 
nications with Norfolk is imminent, as the gunboats are nearly all 
crippled. With two small divisions, say 5,000 each, we could repel the 
enemy. If we could have that number of men from the Army of the 
Potomac we could send them back in two weeks. General Peck has 
rations for twenty days and forage for ten. More forage goes up to- 
night. He must be relieved within twelve days at farthest. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


_—_—_—. 


? SUFFOLK, April 14, 1863. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe: 
I am just informed that all the gunboats except the Smith Briggs 
have left the river, which is therefore almost entirely undefended. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 14, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 
Two gunboats have been disabled upon the Nansemond, and I fear I 
shall be unable to keep the river open. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, April 2 
Major-General Dix: LCS ered 
All the gunboats have left the river except mine. The West End 
went to Fort Monroe for ammunition. TI most respectfully request that 
she be sent back as soon as she gets her ammunition on board. 
JOHN C. LER, 
Captain, Commanding Smith Briggs. 
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SUFFOLK, VA., April 14, 1863.. 
General VIELE, Norfolk: 


Send here at once every man you can spare. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
. Off Newport News, Va., April 14, 1863—11 a. m. 


Major-General PEOK, 
Commanding at Suffolk, Va.: 


On receipt of your dispatch last night I telegraphed the Department 
for light-draught, rifle-screened gunboats for the Nansemond, hoping 
there might be some of these in the Potomac Flotilla, The Department 
just replies that four boats are coming, but fear they cannot go far into 
the Nansemond. I shall apply at the fort for Nansemond pilots for 
them, and send them as far as they can go. 

I shall have the light-draught tug Alert, just returned disabled from 
the Nansemond, repaired in a few hours. I have sent for some rifle- 
screening, and hope to increase to-day and to-morrow the force in the 


river. 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., April 14, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 


GENERAL: I am informed that the army transport Hunter Woodis, 
which can carry four or five pieces of field artillery, and have her light- 
draught, would be useful in the Nansemond. The transports might 
carry one or more field pieces with troops to fight them. 

I have the honor to be, general, yours, respectfully, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


YORKTOWN, April 14, 1863. 


Actg. Rear-Admiral LEE, ! 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


General Dix is as anxious as myself to have a gunboat up James 
River opposite Williamsburg. I deem it absolutely necessary to save 
the line of Fort Magruder. If thatis lost the whole Peninsula will be 
open to the enemy down to Fortress Monroe, and sharpshooters can 
render this place untenable. It would be better to lose two gunboats 
than to lose the Fort Magruder line. Whatever boat you send should 
have long-range guns, and should establish itself so as to fire by the 


line of the asylum tower. E. D. KEYES, 


Major-General. 
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Yorx«town, April 14, 1863. 
‘Colonel WEST, Fort Magruder : 

I agree with you about the removal of the inhabitants from Williams- 
burg. They need not be interfered with, nor should fire be opened on 
‘the town except in case of another attack from that quarter. 

I expect General Keyes here within an hour. 

RUFUS KING, 


Brigadier- General. 
2S 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 14, 1863. 
Brigadier-General PatmER, New Berne, N. C.: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 9th instant is just received. I had 
hoped that General Keyes would send you 4,000 additional men, but 
his own condition was such that he deemed it necessary to counter- 
mand the order. At the present time it is impossible to send any other 
troops to you. Perhaps the circumstances may be different in a few 
days, but you must not rely upon receiving troops from any other de- 
partment. Instead of sparing any, every general is pressing for more 
troops as though we had a cornucopia of men from which to supply 
their wants. 

If any accident should occur to General Foster you will bear in mind 
that operations in North Carolina should be strictly defensive and the 
troops concentrated as much as possible. New Berne and Beaufort 
are the points of greatest importance. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


STEAMER HUNCHBACK, 
Tuesday, April 14, 1863—1.30 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, Washington, N. C.: 


General Potter’s letter of yesterday was received at 4 a. m. to-day. 
Fortunately every wish of yours indicated in that letter had been an- 
ticipated. By dint of labor, coaxing, threatening, stimulating with 
promise of reward, Se. (to the pilot and captain of the Escort), every- 
thing was arranged, and last night at dark the Escort started. Let me 
here remark that Colonel Sisson and officers of the Fifth Rhode Island 
Regiment aided the enterprise in every way. I have just made up my 
mind that the thing is a perfect success and that I was not mistaken in 
my belief that you could get any amount of men and supplies through 
the blockade. But Ido not think Captain McCann is equal to this 
position. He ought to be above the blockade to reduce the batteries 
both at Hill’s Point and Rodman’s Point. It can be done, but it will 
not be done by the Navy unless we can get Flusser or some equally 
aes nee rie i OD 0k a to do any injustice to any one; I 

rm belief. Colon i thi 
es io : i el Hoffman can explain something of 

General Potter, for you, expresses surprise that the Es i 
through the night before, and that ba lack of panatea nes ei 
played in getting men and supplies to you. I would be glad if you 
would, after receiving all the information concernin g these matters from 
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Colonel Hoffman, inform me where you think the blame lies. Don’t spare 
me. When the history of “the siege of Washington” is written, if it is 
a disaster, a responsibility will rest somewhere; let it go where it 
belongs. 

Lieutenant Wheaton goes immediately to New Berne for the North 
State, the shovels, and wheelbarrows, &c. He takes the Phenix. 
Captain Gouraud remains here to perform the duties delegated to 
Colonel Hoffman. I hope to be with Captain Flusser not many hours 
after you receive this. 

Your dispatches to General Halleck and General Dix will be for- 
warded immediately. 

I sent transportation to Gatesville on the Chowan, to be there on the 
13th, to receive any forces that may be sent by General Dix. Where 
will you have these re-enforcements if they arrive? 

If the Escort returns here she will (unless you decide differently) take 
areturn cargo. — 

This-is written hastily, as there are many things to occupy me to-day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


The signal officer here (Lieutenant Knox) has tried to signal to you to- 
day. He wasonasmall gunboat and the motion of the vessel prevented 
him frem seeing properly. Heis now out with the Southfield and I hope 
he will succeed. Don’t fail to make the signal arrangement as perfect 
as possible. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 15, 1863—10.30 a. m. 


Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Six thousand men have been ordered to report to you at Fort Monroe. 
A portion embarked during the night; two gunboats have also been 
sent. 

H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in- Chief. 


ForT MONROE, VA., 
April 15, 1863—8.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

The enemy has not yet succeeded in crossing the Nansemond, though 
the pressure has been very heavy for several miles below Suffolk. The 
gunboats are holding a large force in check. A battery of 20-pounder 
rifled guns, which caused us much annoyance yesterday, was silenced 
to-day. The Smith Briggs, a newly-armed quartermaster’s steamboat, 
was attacked in the river near General Peck’s headquarters last night, 
but the assailants were driven off. Thus far the enemy has gained no 
advantage. He is pressing us at Williamsburg. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, 


614 NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. [Cuan XE 


SuFFOLK, VA., April 15, 1863—9 a. m. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Ohief : 

On Monday, with the aid of the gunboats, I was enabled to hold the 
line of the Nansemond, and things looked well, as I advised you, but 
yesterday 10,000 or 11,000 attacked the line of the river some miles 
down, and, with the aid of earthworks thrown up, cut off the water 
communication. All the gunboats except one were crippled and cut 
off many miles below. The enemy attempted to cross during the night 
but has not succeeded yet. I hope to hold him, although the river, by 
the curves, is some 12 miles in length before you reach the wide water, 
with an average width of 100 feet. At daylight I opened the Jericho 
Canal into the river and hope to fill up the marshes so as to impede 
their operations. A few troops at this time will make all secure. A 
large force in reserve is necessary, say 10,000, to take the initiative. If 
General Hill co-operates, more will be necessary. Prisoners state 


Washington has been taken. 
JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, April 15, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 

Troops are on their way to relieve you. Shall I order them to Bowers’ 
Hill as fast as they arrive? Some must be here to-night unless the 
storm prevents. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 15, [1863]. 

General Dix: esta 
Hurry the troops here that first arrive, so that I can have enough to 

hold the river. All routes should be put in requisition. A day may 

be decisive. When their spies signal from Norfolk their arrival I fear 

they will attack. 

JOHN J. PECK, 

Major-General. 


oe : SUFFOLK, VA., April : 
Brigadier-General VipL4, Norfolk : ; ee ae 
It is just reported that the enemy, force and character unknown, h 
n} wn, have 
See at Sleepy Hole in spite of our gunboats. His attempt to cross 
@ nar j ; j j 
Soe row part of the river was defeated and his battery opposite 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


: Fort Monrog, April 15, 1863. 
Major-General Puck, Commanding, Suffolk : iti 


If the report be true would it not be ine i 
suggestion in your last dispatch ? ee eee 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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APRIL 15, 1863. 
General VIELE, Commanding, Norfolk : 
If the enemy have crossed the Nansemond they may make a rapid 
movement on Norfolk for supplies. You must make the best disposi- 
tion of your small force you can to oppose their entrance into the city. 
You will have re-enforcements to-night if the storm does not prevent. 
: JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 15, 1863. 
General Dix: 

If the report be true the troops had better be massed at some point 
like that one mentioned by you. Will give you the very earliest intel- 
ligence. Sleepy Hole is the place named, half way down to the James, 
in the broad water, where the heavy boats go safely. As it is some 
miles from the track some trains will get through, especially on the 
Petersburg. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


: SUFFOLK, VA., April 15, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

Only one regiment from Norfolk; another should be sent. We hold 
the Nansemond, although 11,000 were there yesterday and drove out 
the boats; much encouraged. Urge on supplies of forage and some 
heavy guns. One of my 20-pounder rifles burst on the Nansemond; it 
is our best gun. Can you send a few? 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, April 15, 1863. 
Major-General PEcK: 

General Viele has one regiment at Deep Creek, which is more impor- 
tant to you than to him. He has only two other regiments, with an 
aggregate of 1,300 men, of whom a part are at Bowers’ Hill, 8 miles from 
Corinth, on the Seaboard road, with a section of artillery. The two 
other sections of his only battery are scattered. Iwill-send you an old 
Vermont regiment from here, of 400 men, immediately. Telegraphed 
Halleck last night. Will send heavy guns. 

JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


Unive STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., April 15, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Drx, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 


GENERAL: I received your dispatch at 12.45 a. m., and will act ac: 


cordingly. 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 
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APRIL 15, 1863. 
Major-General Peck, Commanding, Suffolk: 

I arrived at 10 last night and found your dispatch in regard to gun-— 
boats. I ordered the West End back immediately. She was out of 
ammunition. I also telegraphed Admiral Lee, asking that his gunboats 
might go back. Received his answer after midnight that he would act 


requested. 
ee JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
SUFFOLK, VA., April 15, 1863. 
General DIx: 

Up to this time I hold the line of the river and am satisfied nothing 
bas passed over yet. The pressure has been heavy all along the river 
down to the West Branch. Gunboats there are holding a large force. 
My flanks are yet intact. 

About noon we silenced the rebel battery of 20-pounder rifled, which 
caused so much trouble yesterday. The Smith Briggs was attacked 
near my headquarters in the night but drove off the rebels. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


« 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., April 15, 1863—p. m. 
Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: I sent two armed tugs into the Nansemond this morning, 
where I have two other small and armed vessels. The Mount Washing- 
ton, a river steamer with fixed pieces on board, was towed out this 
morning much disabled from severe fighting in the Upper Nansemond 
yesterday. 

You must not rely upon these few frail and open ferry-boats and river 
steamers, which you call gunboats, to keep the rebels from crossing the 
Upper Nansemond, which is long, narrow, and crooked, a mere creek, 
and from which we were driven yesterday. These craft are effective only 
from the gallantry with which they are fought, with their boilers, steam- 
pipes, and magazines all exposed to the concentrated fire of the rebel 
batteries, while the sharpshooters pick off with facility our unprotected 
gunners. 

Reflect that these little vessels go into such a fight much in the ex- 
posed condition in which breached forts surrender when their magazines, 
&c., are exposed. _I must call your attention to this in order that you 
may adapt your military dispositions to the necessities of your situation 
which is not suitable to the operation of vessels. : 

General Keyes keeps calling for gunboats off Williamsburg. This 
ship cannot go there, and my force is not strong enough to detach from 
in 2 S ae rebel naval force above. 

e public interests here and even the communicati 
of the Potomac depend on the security of this LOeiosa bras fe 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEH, 
Actg. Kear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. — 


P. &.—4 Pp. M— Yours of this date, also a re i 
: ) port from Lieutenant 
Cushing, dated 1.15 p. m., just received, Lievtenant Cushing says the 
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enemy has not seen fit to renew the action of yesterday; that he had 
Just received a dispatch from General Peck stating that the rebels had 
not crossed as yet, but believed they would try it this afternoon or to- 
night. Lieutenant Cushing says that the rebels intended to cross below 
the West Branch yesterday, but were beaten back by the fire of the 
gunboats. I had already instructed Lieutenant Lamson to do all he 
could to prevent the enemy from crossing the Nansemond. Lieutenant 
Lamson expects to go up the river on the arrival of the tug Alert, whose 
uneere has been repaired and is being shipped, with the assistance of 
a diver. 

Lieutenant Cushing surmises that the rebels may be masking bat- 
teries to protect their crossing. 

S. P. LEB, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


SUFFOLK, April 15, 1863. 
Admiral LEE: 


There has been a large force on the Upper Nansemond all day, but 
they have been prevented from crossing. I fear they will attempt this 


to-night. If your boats can arrive at once we shall be able to hold the 


river. 
PECK, 
Major-General. 


ROANOKE ISLAND, April 15, 1863. 


GENERAL: The inclosed letter was sent open to me yesterday at the 
blockade below Washington to be forwarded through General Dix. I 
immediately ran here to have them forwarded by the commanding 
officer here. Dispatches for Admiral Lee go at the same time. 

The expedition under General Spinola, mentioned in General Fos- 
ter’s letter, returned to New Berne the third day after it left. General 
S. decided that his force was entirely too small to attempt to push its 
way to Washington. 

As soon as I heard of his intention to return I determined that men 
and supplies could be sent through the blockade, and I placed one reg- 
iment, with a quantity of provisions and ammunition, on board a river 
steamer and went with them myself. After some little delay on ac- 
count of weather and the fears of the pilot I succeeded by threatening, 
promising pecuniary reward, &c., to push the boat through. The navy 
gunboats ran up to the blockade to assist in case of accident. The 
steamer went through safely, I think. She was lying (as I am informed 
by a signal officer) safely at the wharf in Washington yesterday. 

There are more troops and supplies near the blockade ready to be 
pushed in if General Foster wishes them. 

General Wessells, who arrived in New Berne the day before I left, in-. 
forms me in a dispatch of yesterday that the enemy are assembling a 
force at Swansborough. From there they threaten Beaufort, Morehead 
City, Fort Macon, and the railroad. This, I think, is only to prevent 
our sending too many of our forces from here toward Washington. 

Lieutenant-Commander Flusser, a bold, energetic naval officer, has 
arrived to take command of the fleet below the blockade, and I think 
he will be able to reduce or cripple the batteries on the river. 

A force (a brigade, one battery, and two companies of cavalry) has 
been sent by General Wessells again in the direction of Washington to 
divert the attention of the enemy from Washington. 
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The force at present at New Berne, effective strength, is in the neigh- 
borhood of 9,000. I can still send a force to General Foster and hold 
ae 1 tfully, your obedient servant 

r respectfu i nt, 
I am, general, very resp y; aE ER, 
Brigadier- General. 
[Indorsement. ] 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, April 17, 1863. 


Supposed to be for Major-General Halleck, and respectfully forwarded. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


STEAMER THOMAS COLYER, April 15, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, U.S. V., 
Washington, N. O.: 

GENERAL: Yesterday your dispatches for Admiral Lee and General 
Dix were received, and as soon as I was assured of the safe arrival at 
Washington of the Escort I determined to run to Roanoke and direct 
the dispatches forwarded from there. I wrote to General Dix, inform- 
ing him of what had occurred since your letter was written. I also 
notified the admiral of the arrival of Lieutenant-Commander Flusser. 

I received the dispatch from General Wessells informing of the 
assembling of the enemy of Swansborough. From there they threaten 
the railroad, Morehead City, &c. Give me your advice, if possible, as 
to the best mode of operating in that direction. It was my intention 
to run immediately back to the blockade, but I will return to New 
Berne to see the state of affairs there, in order to get more men and 
supplies in case you should need them. 

Please inform me if you wish the forwarding of these to be continued. 
I eae Captain Flusser will change the affairs at the blockade some- 
what. 

The Colyer needs a few hours’ work on her, which she can have done 
while her cargo is getting ready. It is my impression that any amount 
of men and supplies can be sent through. 

Four thousand men were ordered from the Fourth Army Corps to 
re-enforce here, and I sent transportation to Gatesville for them. The 
order was countermanded, and 1 expect the transports to return imme- 
diately. Fighting at Suffolk, where papers say that Longstreet has 
been driven back. Nothing positive, however, is known. 

Very hastily, respectfully, yours, 
I, N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8S. Volunteers. 


Of Soy pares ee MINNESOTA, 
BB. Fosrer, port News, Va., April 15, 1863—4.30 p. m. 
Asst. Adjt. Gen. for General Peck, Suffolk, Va. : 
Lieutenant Cushing reports that the enemy had not crossed at 1.15 
o'clock to-day. 
The tug which brought his report says all is quiet on the Lower Nan- 


semond, and our boats moving between Hallowing Point an : 
structions at Western Branch. 6 d the ob 
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The boats were driven disabled out of the Upper Nansemond yester- 
day. The navy boats will do all in their power to assist you, but I fear 
those I could send this morning may not from their draught be able to 
cross the obstructions. 

S. P. LER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 16, 1863—9.30 a. m. 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 


My lines, which extend along the Nansemond from mouth of West 
Branch to swamp on the left, are occupied, and are about 16 miles in 
length. The enemy has failed to turn either flank and has not dared 
an assault. Longstreet is resolved upon getting in if possible. He is 
cutting out extensive roads, destroyed and blocked. Parties were 
sent to blow up culverts, but failed. My roads are well guarded. If 
I hold my flanks, he will be compelled to assault after shelling from 
commanding ground. He has a great preponderance of artillery as 
well as other branches. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, VA., April 16, 1863—10.30 a. m. 
(Received 11.30 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 

General Peck’s dispatch, just forwarded, will inform you of the state 
of things this morning. I have given him every man that can be spared 
from Norfolk, and have taken care of the army supplies there, so that 
if the enemy should succeed in crossing the river and should move on 
that city he will find nothing except coal. No troops have arrived yet. 
If I had 10,000 men I could land at Smithfield, take the enemy in the 
rear, and make his movement on Suffolk a very disastrous one to him. 
Indeed, we should have that additional force under any circumstances, 
as the number of men and quality of material at Suffolk is too great to 


be put at hazard. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 16, 1863—10 a. m. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. : 
Have re-enforcements begun to arrive? Send back transports as 
rapidly as possible; they are greatly needed here. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


NORFOLK, April 16, 1863. 
(Received 12.10 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK: 

No troops arrived an hour ago when I left Fort Monroe. Not a mo- 
ment shall be lost in the return of transports. Wires are down to 
Suftolk. I hope it is accidental. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., April 16, 1863. _ 

Major-General Dix: 
Every transport that could be spared was sent with troops. When 
any of the vessels return it will be determined whether more troops can 


be sent to you. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 16, 1863. : 
(Received 7.20 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 
My lines are still secure. Only one gunboat is here. Two are feel- | 
ing their way up, in concert with my batteries... Deserters say Long- 
street has been disappointed in his operations against Suffolk. He 
assured his troops they would be in this place last Monday. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 16, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHn A. DIX: 
I hold the line of the river intact. Have urged the boats to feel their 
way up under our protection. All safe yet. 
The enemy is cutting out extensive roads that we obstructed for miles, 
and will perhaps move around more to the right. Push on the men and 


guns. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK j 
General Dix and oy April 16, 1863. 


General VIELE: 


I have doubled my patrols on both railroads. Individuals are trying 
to get in and blow up the culverts. One of my men was killed while 
* guarding the wire. 
PECK, 
Major-General. 


——_—_. 


es dinic. SUFFOLK, VA., April 16, 1863. 
Have been on my lines all day. We hold the enemy’s forces i 

and I hope he will not be able to get over the eves Guy the ner 
Briggs\is here. One or two boats are feeling their way up slowly in 
connection with the troops along the shore, Longstreet must be wait- 
ing for Hill, who can come by rail via Weldon. All parties distinctly 
state that such a combination was made, They want the whole line of 
the James a port for their iron-clads, and will ere long draw in their 


lines. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major- General. 


"Guay. KXX.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. : 621 


UNITED STATES FLAG-sHie MINNESOTA, 


April 16, 1863—1 a. m. 
General PEcK: 


Your dispatch is just received. We have now four vessels in the 
Nansemond with orders to do their best to prevent the enemy from 
crossing it. I fear that but one of these will be able to get above the 
obstructions. Two of our lightest draughts have returned disabled. 
The vessels expected from the Potomac have not arrived. 

S. P. LER, 
Acting Rear-Admiral.: 


Hpagrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, April 16, 1863. 
Admiral LEE: 


Every disposable man has been put on the river. I have re-enforced 
General Peck to the extent of my ability. If your gunboats could feel 
their way up we could protect them from our side. The West End was 
disabled, but went up again at 6 last evening. Our line is intact as 
yet. Iam just going to Norfolk to be back to-night. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, April 16, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. JoHN A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 


GENERAL: The master of the bark Edisto informed me, in his letter 
of March 22, that— 


While lying at anchor in the mouth of the Potomac River, with a head wind, the 
captain of the port of Fortress Monroe came up and boarded my vessel and demanded 
my papers, as he suspected contraband goods, and after a careful overhauling of the 
same said they were all right, but ordered me into Hampton Roads. 


Did Captain Millward order the Edisto here after he had ascertained 
that she was all right and had notified her master? If so, was the 
Edisto communicated with by the army authorities and notified that 
she could proceed on her voyage after her arrival outside the guard 
ship and before she attempted to run into the Roads? I ask the favor 
of a reply at your convenience, for my report of the case. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Oomdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Fort Monroe, April 16, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 
Just returned from Norfolk. Troops are arriving and will be sent 


ithout delay. 
Se eth, 5 JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


ea ay 
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HEADQUARTERS FouRTH ARMY CORPS, — 
Yorktown, April 16, 1863. 


Major-General D1x ; 

; Commandin g Department of Virginia, Fort Monroe: “ 

The enemy’s pickets are in Williamsburg, and Governor Wise’s troops 
have taken and paroled as prisoners of war two cavalrymen who were 
acting as nurses to the insane—to those whom Governor Wise styled 
Virginia’s “little ones,” and as belonging to a “hospital the most ex- 
empt of all from the least touch of pita i rae: pc pee Dr. Wager 

aroled cavalrymen to withdraw from the asylum. 
and the two p y TD. RMYES, 
Major-General. 


Fort MoNnrRoOEg, VA., April 16, 1863. 
(Received 6 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 

I send a dispatch from General Foster of the 12th. I have one from 
General Palmer of the 15th saying that a river steamboat, with supplies 
of provisions and ammunition and a regiment, had run the blockade, 
and was safe at the wharf at Washington the 14th: 


ForT WASHINGTON, N. C., April 12, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that no very material change in the position 
of opposing forces around this town has taken place since the date of my letter of the 
5th instant. The enemy has been constantly at work erecting batteries, and now has 
in full operation six batteries, mounting seven guns, on this side of the river, north 
side of the town, and three batteries, mounting six guns, on the south side of the 
river opposite the town. Added to these are the batteries erected to prevent boats 
coming up the river, some miles down. The guns are, however, mostly rifled, of 
small caliber, none being larger than 20-pounder Parrotts, except one 32-pounder 
smooth-bore. The works of the defensive have kept pace with the offensive, being 
always a little ahead, and the result of each day’s firing has been the silencing of the 
enemy’s batteries, ening them to withdraw their guns from sight. The firing on 
both sides is quite sharp for a short time each day. No killed or wounded since my 
last letter. The force that I directed to march for my relief from New Berne has not 
as yet exhibited any result. General Palmer reports that the advance guard left 
New Berne on Wednesday under General Spinola. The latter general was under the 
impression that the whole force in his front was 16,000 men, double his own force. I 
have therefore to renew my application for re-enforcements, and that the number be 
increased to 10,000 men; also for General Naglee, who has been ordered to report to 
me. He hurried off as soon as possible to take command of the operating force. I 
am confident that I can hold out here provided I am supplied with ammunition and 
provisions from below. There is no great difficulty in supplying us by means of ves- 
sels and boats running the gauntlet of the batteries; and although the gunboats and 
our transports have not as yet fulfilled our expectations in this respect, yet I am in- 
formed by General Palmer that arrangements are now made to send me supplies of 
men and ammunition. I do not intend to yield oneinch on any point if I can in any 
way prevent it, and shall therefore contest the occupation of this place until General 
Hill is forced to withdraw. I beg that you will look favorably upon my application 
for re-enforcements, unless the necessities of the service forbid it, for without them 
some disaster to our arms may occur in this department. The enemy’s numbers are 
fully equal to the representations in my letters of last month, and from their move- 
ments I am confirmed In my Opinion that as soon as the main army is forced to evac- 
uate Virginia the field of operations will be this State; hence their efforts to obtain 
possession of the eastern counties, which are the most fertile in the State. 


_ J. G FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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NEw BERNE, N. C., April 16, 1863. 


(Received April 17, 6.20 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALieck, 
General-in-Chief: 

I left Washington, N. C., yesterday morning and run past the rebel 
batteries in the steamer Escort, which had reached Washington the 
previous night with the Fifth Rhode Island Volunteers and supplies on 
board. My object is to take the field at the head of the relieving forces 
and to fight a decisive battle, but Iam not sure of the result. I have 
sent two dispatches for re-enforcements from the Department of Vir- 
ginia, but understand none can be sent. General Naglee shows me Gen- 
eral Cullum’s dispatch of the 13th instant saying none can be sent from 
the Department of the South. I have to ask again, very respectfully, to 
have the detachment of the Eighteenth Army Corps, now in the Depart- 
ment of the South, ordered back as soon as possible, inasmuch as the 
rebel forces at Charleston, now liberated by the failure of the attack, will 
re-enforce the already large force in this State against which I am now 
contending. I left the troops in Washington in good spirits, the de- 
fenses good, and everything favorable for holding out as long as may be 
desired. 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General. 


New BERNE, N. C., April 16, [1863]. 
(Received April 18, 11.35 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 

I have been obliged to concentrate my forces in sufficient numbers to 
meet the overpowering forces of the enemy and to evacuate Elizabeth 
City, Winfield, and Plymouth. This step was rendered necessary owing 
to information from Fort Monroe, showing that no re-enforcements could 
be expected from there, and from the telegram of General Cullum to 
General Naglee saying that no troops could be expected from the Depart- 
ment of the South. 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


NEw BERNE, N. C., April 16, 1863. 
(Received April 18, 11.20 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 

I have the honor to inform you that the advance of Heckman’s brigade 
has arrived from the Department of the South. Iam very grateful for 
this opportune re-enforcement, which will be of great service in the opera- 
tions which, commencing to-morrow, will culminate in a battle in a few 
days. May I respectfully urge again the necessity of transferring the 
whole of the detachment of the Eighteenth Army Corps to North Caro- 
lina? My reason for reiterating this request is that re-enforcements are 
daily arriving to General D. H. Hill, and are supposed to be from vi- 
cinity of Charleston, though one of these regiments is known to be from 
Longstreet’s force on the Blackwater. General Longstreet was with 
General Hill in conference the other day in front of Washington, N. C. 
The object and purpose of the consultation is not known, but must of 
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course have been in regard to co-operation of the forces on the Black- 
water and of North Carolina, and from the presence of a Virginia brigade 
and the one regiment recently arrived from the Blackwater I believe 
the feint to be on the Blackwater and the real attack to be here. These 
re submitted for your consideration. 
ae ‘ ‘ J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort MONROE, April 17, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK: 
Is any general officer to come with the troops? 7] 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 17, 1863—12 noon. 
Major-General D1x, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


You already have a larger proportion of general officers than we have 
here; nevertheless, if possible, I will send you another. Whether 4,000 
more troops can be sent to you will depend upon the condition of affairs 
when the transports return. In any forward operations by you against 
the enemy, is not West Point the proper point? I will write you more 
fully by mail. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WASHINGTON, D. ©., April 17, 1863. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


GENERAL: If the enemy has given up his attempt upon Suffolk and 
Norfolk it is probably on account of a movement of General Hooker. 
I think that Lee’s main army will be massed between Richmond and 
the Rappahannock. This would of course give you an opportunity to 
operate in the direction of Hicks’ Ford or Weldon, to destroy the rail- 
roads connecting with the South. But would that be a safe operation? 
Moreover, would it not be contrary to principle? The enemy would 
be between you and Hooker’s army ready to strike at either. Would 
he not in his central position have the same advantage over you and 
Hooker which he had last year over McClellan and Pope? It certainly 
seems so tome. Moreover, while you were operating south of James 
River might. not the enemy recapture Williamsburg and Yorktown ? 
Would it not be more in accordance with principles for you and 
Hooker to act as nearly together as possible and at the same time to 
secure your smaller force from the enemy’s heavy blows? Suppose 
while General Hooker operates against the enemy’s front you wou 
his flank and rear by the Pamunkey and Mattapony in such a way as 
to secure your own retreat, would there not be greater chance of ee 
cess? It seems to me that West Point furnishes you a most excellent 
base for such an operation. With the gunboats and a few heavy guns 
put in battery it could be made secure against greatly sheen Fan. 
bers. Moreover, while affording assistance to Hooker's operations it 
will serve as a protection to your line by Williamsburg and Yorktown 
I am therefore of opinion that the moment you can safely withdraw 
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troops from the south side of James River you should occupy West 
Point and operate as here suggested. ‘The movement if made should 
be prompt and rapid, so as to force the enemy to give up all attempts 
upon Suffolk and Norfolk. 
Please inform me by telegraph whether you adopt my views, but 
without stating what they are. : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


es 


Fort MONROE, VA., April 17, 1863. 
(Received 9 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


We need field artillery at Suffolk by reason of the extent of our lines. 


If you can send two or three batteries it would be a great relief. «+ 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, April 17, 1863. 


- Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 


Everything quiet last night. Some fighting yesterday. I am going 
up the Nansemond this morning. Six thousand men have arrived. 
Yesterday we captured the equipage of a regiment. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


ForT MONROE, April 17, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 

I know nothing of the organization of the troops that have come and 
arecoming. I have sent you, with the Nineteenth Wisconsin and Ninth 
Vermont, about 5,000 men; more coming. In order not to lose a mo- 
ment I have not stopped them here. You must use them as you think 
best. I am not even advised whether a general officer is coming; hope 


to learn this morning. 
_ JOWN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 17, 1863. 
General DIx: 


Weare safe on the river. West End is probably below. One of the 
boats is working along up slowly in conjunction with the troops. I 
hold five points with artillery, and all the others are guarded. Gen- 
eral Hood cannot force the river now. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General, 
40 RB R—VOL XVIII 
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a Fort Monnroz, April 17, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: : 


There are eight Navy gunboats on the Nansemond, six at and below 
West ig The enemy must cross if at all [high] up. The battery 


’ 


at West Branch was silenced after disabling the Teazer. Lieutenant — 


Cushing is confident the railroad from Philadelphia * is aor aes and the 
bridge ee If so, the enemy is at ease as e uti se DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 17, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, Washington : 


It gives me great pleasure to say that lhold everything. The enemy 
maneuvered to throw me off my guard on the river below, which had 
the effect opposite to his wishes. Instead of withdrawing I re-enforced 
considerably. New troops have just arrived. Whether they arrived 
or not, no yielding or surrender would be permitted. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major- General. 


; SUFFOLK, VA., April 17, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

I have ordered Major Stratton with a force to South Mills to hold 
that outlet at all hazards and to watch General Hill’s moves. He is 
directed to communicate with any troops at Elizabeth City. My line 
will be the Nansemond River, the Dismal Swamp to the Pasquotank 
River. General Viele will of course aid all he can with his men. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, April 17, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

Longstreet has not asked for the women and children. All commu- 
nication is cut off for them, and they can get no supplies from without. 
In a short time they will have to be fed by us. I believe I shall eall 
upon him to remove them or feed them. 

PECK, 
Major-General. 


—_—_——. 


Fort Monron, April 17, 1863. 
Major-General Prox: en! ’ 
More troops have gone. I have now 
morning a brief résumé of the preceding twenty-four hours, and I will 
advise the General-in-Chief. I think of going up the Nansemond this 
morning to West Branch; perhaps higher up. 


sent 7,400. Give me every 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


* Cipher, 


4 


th 
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. Fort Monroe, April 17, 1863. 
Major-General Precx: 

- Colonel Gurney is in command. He is just leaving. It is a regu- 
larly organized division. Foster being re-enforced, Hill cannot 
Can you not now act on the offensive? With your prudence I should 
fear no evil result. The enemy is full of stratagem and will need care- 
ful watching. I am just off for Nansemond. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 17, 1863. 
General VIELE: 


We hold everything up to this time. Both my flanks are threatened. 
Longstreet is pressing on the river. He is building batteries at the 
mouth of the West Branch. Only one boat is with me. My impres- 
sion is he cannot force a passage. Much skirmishing on all the ave- 
nues of approach. 

Press on the men. Advise me of everything you hear. 

f JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


NEw BERNE, N. C., April 17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

Being about to start with a relieving force to raise the siege of Wash- 
ington, I learned that the enemy had evacuated the batteries in front of 
Washington, and deserters say that the cause was that they were or- 
dered to re-enforce the army in Virginia. I shall march myself with my 
force in pursuit and endeavor to overtake the enemy. 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General. 


P SUFFOLK, VA., April 17, 1863. 
General Dix: 

I expect they will attempt to force a crossing somewhere in the dark- 
ness. Have taken great pains and every precaution. One of the rail- 
ways is complete, so deserters say. All activity alongtheriver. Their 
sharpshooters are very numerous. Have youany? We felt the enemy 
to-day on the South Quay and found his force large. Will more chil- 


dren |cavalry] arrive ? 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, April 17, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 
Your message is not complete. It asks if I can act offensively; also 
says you fear evil will result, as enemy is full of stratagems. Will you 
-repeat it? My opinion is that we shall have all we can do to hold the 
Nansemond and Dismal Swamp and Pasquotank. Iam pressing them 
with light troops, and brisk firing is heard in several directions. 
; JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


* Message incomplete as sent. No record of it as received. 


: 


_ Major-General Dix: 


eral PEOK: ; hivincs. 


"said through your prudence there would be no evil result fro n YOU 
ing offensively, and that the enemy was full of stratagems an 
needed close watching. I have just returned from West Bri neh. 
_. Brought down General French’s engineer. He was captured this morn- 
ing by Lieutenant Cushing’s picket. ‘Will telegraph again. 


JOHN “A. DIX, 7 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, April 17, 1863—8.50 p.m. — 


Until some men are executed in front of Fort Union for cowardice I 
shall not feel safe in my responsible command. Some companies have 
behaved very badly, and the example is highly pernicious. I must 
them, and must be sustained when I act. 

7 PECK, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monrog, April 17, 1863. 
Major-General PECK, Commanding, Suffolk : 


You will be sustained in any measures you may adopt for the punish- — 


ment of cowardice or misbehavior in the face of the enemy. Try the— 
miscreants at once. I have recommended Colonel Foster’s promotion. 
i JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


YORKTOWN, April 17, 1863. 
Major-General Drx, Commanding : 


Yesterday I found a rebel battery of two rifled guns (Lieutenant 4 


Gillis thought they were Whitworths) on the left bank of the Pamun- 


' key, 3 miles above West Point. They fired some twenty or thirty shots 


at us, which fell over and all around us, but none struck the gunboat. 
This morning at 4 o’clock I noticed the glare of camp fires on the clouds. 
on the Gloucester side.’ The glare represented a large camp, but it was 
probably that of the 500 cavalry over there. 

Governor Wise’s pickets are now above Williamsburg. His boast- 
ing to take the forts has not yet been made good. 

As it is represented the inmates of the asylum are on the borders of 
absolute starvation I have ordered up ten days’ rations and sent back 
the paroled attendants. 

E. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FourRTH ARMY Corps, 


; OFFICE OF THE AssIsTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL 


‘ort Yorktown, Va., April 17, 1863, ° 

Lieutenant-Colonel FAarNsworrn, 
Chief Quartermaster Fourth Corps: 

_ CoLoNEL: The commanding general is informed that notwithstand- 

ing the late occupation of Williamsburg by the rebel forees under Gen- 
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eral Wise and the consequent abandonment of the city by the Union 
troops, no provision whatever has been made for the support of the in- 
mates of the lunatic asylum, tenanted as it is by their own kith and kin 
and by a class of patients demanding of all the civilized world the 
tenderest care and solicitude. 

The commanding general is not willing that the imputation of inhu- 
manity and want of civilization, so justly chargeable to these traitors to 
their country and enemies of their own blood, should rest, even with, the 
lightest touch of seeming truth, upon himself or those in his command 
as representing in this section of the country the dignity and care of 
- the Government of the United States. 

Notwithstanding, therefore, that many of the servants of the asylum 
and nurses of its inmates were forcibly carried away by the rebels and 
the majority of the others have, of their own will, abandoned their 
charge; notwithstanding that two of our own soldiers placed as nurses 
to the lunatics were captured and paroled as prisoners of war, and not- 
withstanding that the city of Williamsburg and the asylum are not 
occupied by the forces of the United States and are beyond the picket 
lines of those forces, yet, in the name of humanity and Christianity, 
the commanding general directs that a ten days’ supply of rations for 
250 men (that being about the number of inmates at present in the 
asylum) be sent at once to Williamsburg to be delivered at once to the 
officer in charge of the asylum for the use of its inmates. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Cc. C. SUYDAM, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


YORKTOWN, VA., April 17, 1863. 
Col. R. M. Wust, 
Commanding Advanced Brigade: 

Johnson’s regiment will remain with you for the present at least; they 
had better make camp, and shelter tents will be furnished them on 
requisition to-morrow. The general has urged the matter of a gunboat 
near you on James. River, but Admiral Lee says that it cannot be fur- 
nished ; consequently the whole left flank on the river from a short dis- 
tance above Newport News is open and will need constant watching. A 
squadron of the Second Massachusetts Cavalry will report to you to-mor- 
row; they will have shelter tents; they are about 100 strong. The gen- 
eral desires that Mr. Sweeny make an official written application for the 
protection asked for the asylum, stating on what it is based; he will 
then give it the proper consideration. Meantime he desires that Mr. 
Sweeny be furnished with a copy of my letter to Colonel Farnsworth in 
regard to sending the supplies to the asylum, that General Wise may 
learn in what estimation he is held. Major Hall has not seen the gen- 
eral, who directs that you picket your left as strongly as possible with 
the forces which will be at your command. 

©. C. SUYDAM, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Fort Monroe, VA., April 17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER: 
My DEAR GENERAL: Your dispatch went to. General Halleck last 
evening. A letter from General Palmer three days later (the 15th) in- 
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waited for the little Lockwood to silence a battery of field artillery oc- 


letter from Washington you speak of the gunboats as having too much 


Pia ooter eal Cy a 
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‘ 


formed us that you had fs eg a regiment, with ammunition and pro- 
isi rough the blockade. " 
Pilsen as one I cannot aid you. Suffolk is closely invested by 
Longstreet with over 30,000 men. The left bank of the Nansemond to_ 
the West Branch is occupied. Our gunboats hold the river and pre-— 
vent the enemy from crossing, but he has disabled several of them. We — 
have our hands full. I have just returned from the West Branch, where 
the enemy has a battery and rifle-pits, from which the firing is incessant. ‘ 
We captured General French’s engineer to-day. 
Thus far the enemy has gained no advantage over us. } 
Trusting your gallant resistance may be successful, I am, sincerely, 


ee JOHN A. DIX. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., April 17, 1863. 
Major-General FosTER, 
Commanding Military Department of North Carolina: 

My DEAR GENERAL: Iam glad to hear by the steamer Spaulding 
that you are at New Berne. The experience attending your escape 
will give you a practical idea of the difference between the endurance 
and capabilities of frail, improvised wooden gunboats and earthworks. | 
I saw in the papers that a brigade hesitated to land and attack, but 


cupying earthworks which the enemy had abandoned last spring. 
I mention this now that you are in less trouble, as in your private 


veneration for such batteries. The Army places a complimentary but 
exaggerated opinion upon the capabilities of these gunboats. 

In the Mississippi a scattered battery of six small field pieces did 
great damage to two regular Navy gunboats commanded by gallant 
officers. Here, at this time, on the narrow Upper Nansemond, a miser- 
able creek, our frail, light-armed, light-draught steam-craft, called gun- 
boats, with their powder and steam magazines and their machinery all 
so exposed and so vulnerable, are fighting the enemy’s artillery and 
Sharpshooters with great gallantry and Sustaining much loss in killed, 
wounded, and injury to the vessels, which are much cut up, grounding, 
and having no water to work in. 

The combat would be much more equal if our troops fought theirs 
with like means, as they should do, but somehow they don’t see it. 

The calls SO numerous and so constant for gunboats to defend army 
posts are distressing, because so earnest and so much beyond my means 
to supply. : 

This im portant point (Newport News), upon the preservation of which 
the public interests in this quarter, the seat of Government, and even 
the communications of the Army of the Potomac depend, is weakened 
in its movable force to assist the army in its occupation of its many 
detached and assailable positions in the Sounds and here ; but I will 
write you a brief official letter on this subject. 

As I have before proposed to you, these detached and weak positions 
Should be abandoned and our forces concentrated, then we can attack 
instead of being attacked in detail. This concentration cannot be ef- 


_ fected as respects the naval force until it is done by the army, as the 


Ae are required at the principal positions occupied by the army. 
Lherefore the change depends upon you there and General Dix here. 


- 
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Last spring we concentrated and defeated the enemy. Since then we 
have spread out and now the enemy is attacking usin detail. If not too 
late, I suggest, as I did last fall when my views were communicated by 
the Navy to the War Department, razing all their works. Their works 


- are numerous in this vicinity, tempting a struggle for reoccupation and 


giving them a great advantage if reoceupied. I have and shall make 
every effort to co-operate with you. 

The interest I feel in this great subject will be sufficient to excuse the 
freedom with which I communicate my views in reply to your private 
letter of the 12th instant, which I partly answered on the 16th instant. 

Heartily wishing you success, I am, very truly, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, April 17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix: 

GENERAL: I send you a copy of a sketch received this evening by 
the Spaulding showing that the enemy has reoccupied his old earth- 
works at Washington, N.C. This experience sustains the views I have 
heretofore presented for your consideration. 

I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, yours, « 
S. P. LEE, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


NEAR CORE CREEK, N. C., 
April 17, [1863]—1.45 p. m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel HOFFMAN: e 
COLONEL: I have received your dispatch of this date, and shall ob- 
serve its contents. The enemy’s pickets were driven in on the railroad 
last night and at crossing of Dover road. They were driven from their 
intrenchments after the forcing of the creek. We have 1 man killed 
and 4 wounded and taken 4 prisoners. The position on the railroad 
has no weakness save that it may be turned. 
Respectfully, yours, 
HENRY PRINCE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


NEAR CORE CREEK, N. C., 
April 17, 1863-—7.15 p. m., 
Lieutenant-Colonel HOFFMAN : r 
CoLONEL: We have entertained the enemy very much to-day; during 
the entire day we have occupied his attention. My best information is 
that besides Nethercutt’s 300 men there is a regiment, the Thirty-third 
[Sixty-third] North Carolina, at Wise’s Cross-Roads; Kansom’s brigade 
« mile or so this side of Kinston. We have observed evidences of a 
force on the railroad, 4 miles in our front, and we have rumors of a 
force at Sandy Ridge fortified. We are encamped on the east side of 
Core Creek, holding the railroad crossing and the Dover Crossing with 
pickets beyond the creek. 
Yours, truly, 
HENRY PRINCE. 
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Fort MonroOg, VA., April 18, 1863. 
(Received 1.30 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, ~ 
General-in- Chief : 


Your dispatch, by Lieutenant Beaumont, is received. I have long ~ 


been in favor of occupying the point referred to. Will write fully by 
mail. May go to Suffolk to-day. It is closely invested. I was up to 
the enemy’s batteries on the Nansemond yesterday. They have re- 
opened the railroad from the Blackwater and are redoubling their 
efforts. One gunboat was disabled yesterday. 

: JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monro“, VA., April 18, 1863—8 p. m. 
(Received 9.10 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

I have been all day in Suffolk. We have ascertained that the en- 
emy’s force is about 38,000. There are four divisions. The largest, 
General Hood’s, numbers 11,000. They have come for a campaign and 
not for a raid or a diversion. Hill’s force in North Carolina, numbering 
22,000, was to have joined them. Longstreet, French, Pickett, Hood, 
and Anderson are before Suffolk. I telegraphed General Peck yester- 
day to prepare to act on the offensive, and went over to-day to confer 
with him on the subject. He will attack a battery to-night, and if he 
succeeds he will attack one of the enemy’s divisions to-morrow in force. 
1 will write you in full in a day or two in regard to this department and 
the views contained in your letter. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., April 18, 1863. 


(Received 11.50 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEck, 
General-in-Chief : 


Dispatches from General Foster state that General Hill has abandoned 


Washington. Ihave no doubtit is to carry out the plan of recapturing - 


Suffolk and Norfolk. Our information, from a variety of sources, shows 
that this is the settled purpose of the enemy, and I am satisfied that 


nothing but.a vigorous and successful movement on the part of General . 


Hooker can prevent the intended co-operation of Hill and Longstreet, 
with 60,000 men, on the Nansemond. ; 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 18, 1863: 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HAuurcx, Airs ah 


General-in- Chief : 
General Longstreet has been made a lieutenant-general. Major-Gen- 


eral French has joined him, and is in command of Southeast Virginia. 
His chief engineer was taken yesterday laying out works. No change 
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in the enemy’s position, so far as can be ascertained. He is still press- 
ing my right, and hopes to first destroy the gunboats and then cross 
under his batteries. He will not succeed. 
da cs JOHN J. PECK, 
af Major-General. 
‘ pubic 
: wing. Fort Monrok, April 18, 1863. 
Major-General PEoK : 
Isent a 12-pounder. I expect carriages from Washington to-day and 
_ will send you some Parrotts. I have asked General Halleck for some 
cavalry. 
—— JOHN A. DIX, 
_ ; Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 18, 1863. 
Major-General Drx: 

The capture of Major-General French’s engineer indicates some con- 
nection with North Carolina. General French ranks many of these 
officers, and would hardly come without a command. What is the 
latest from North Carolina? ; 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 18, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

We are as yesterday. The enemy is pressing on the river. Made 
several attacks on the Edenton road last night. Richmond Sentinel 
of 16th says: 

Longstreet cannot fail. He is a great general, and has all the means for great suc- 
cess. Suffolk is to fall. 

We shall see. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 18, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

We still hold the line of the Nansemond. During yesterday General 
Getty and the naval officers reported great activity,on the part of the 
enemy in the lower part of the river, near West Branch; extensive 
works were being erected and everything indicated a purpose to cross 
under fire of.their batteries. I re-enforced them to the extent of my 
ability, and sent down hay for the protection of the boats. The naval 

‘ officers think one bridge is opposite Sleepy Hole, and works being 
erected. 

The enemy was felt of smartly on all the roads yesterday and found 
in superior numbers at all points. Unless a diversion is made by Gen- 
eral Hooker, or in some quarter, Longstreet will fortify a line and hold 
it as long as he can. I wish you would head a force at Smithfield. 
Hooker or Hunter should send you a corps. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Le pls . i " 
ni 7 
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SuFFOLK, VA., April 18, 1863. 

Admiral Ler, Newport News: ; 
Men who have come in this evening say the rebels have eight iron 
boats in the James River that will come down so as to threaten the 
Nansemond, Norfolk, and other places. He will attack me to-morrow 
early, and will attempt to carry the line of the river. I hope you will 

be able to send me sufficient light boats to hold it. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., April 18, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe : 


Sie: I do not see the propriety of continuing our small vessels in the 
Upper Nansemond, which is, above Western Branch, a mere creek or pe 
natural canal, and unfit for the operation of vessels, now that the enemy 4 


is establishing his artillery and rifle-pits in such strength as to command * 
that communication. ; if 


semond with earthworks for his artillery and rifle-pits. 

Our army, re-enforced since yesterday, may now oppose the enemy by 
occupying in like manner the right bank of that small stream. The 
same number of guns we now have on the Upper Nansemond would be 
better employed on shore. 

I have directed Lieutenant Lamson not to remain in the Upper Nan- 
semond any longer than his communications remain open, nor so long 
as to risk his ability to rejoin Lieutenant Cushing in the Lower Nanse- 
pond: Lieutenant Cushing reports that the enemy are fortifying below 

im. 


The enemy is thus occupying in force the left bank of the Upper Nan- & 
{ 


I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 


S. P. LEE, 
Acty. Rear-Admiral, Comadg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HDQRs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CorRPs, 


Fort Monroe, Va., April 18, 1863—6.30 p. m. 
General FostErR: . ae ’ p.m 


GENERAL: The following telegraphic dispatch has just been received: ‘ 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 18, 1863. 
Major-General Drx: 


Please inform General Foster by first opportunity that he must not expect re-en- 


forcements at present, as none can be given to him. His part is simply a defensive 
one. 


H. W. HALLECK, 
Generat-in-Chief. 
I am, very respectfully, yours, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


tie 
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NAR Corre CREEK, N. C., 
’ : April 18, 1863—6.30 p. m. 
‘ Lieutenant-Colonel Horrman: : ; 
2 _COLONEL: My troops have,been nearly all of them occupying posi- 
| tions in advance of Core Oreek to-day, for the purpose of covering the 
operation of destroying the bridge at the Neuse-road Crossing. 

I this moment learn the operation is successful, the enemy’s pickets 
retiring at all quarters as our troops advance, we capturing but 4 cav- 
alry soldiers, and orders have gone out to resume my position of last 
night in all respects. We have seen no indications of force to-day. 

Very respectfully, 
HENRY PRINCE. 


- J think they expect an advance on the railroad. 


Fort MoNnROgk, VA., April 19, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEckK, 
General-in- Chief : 


* 


The following dispatch is just received at 2.15 o’clock: 
SUFFOLK, VA., April 19, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 


Admiral Lee has ordered the boats out of the river. This is fatal. It must be stop- 
“ped from Washington or elsewhere. ; 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Major-General Dix has gone to the Nansemond and is expected back 
at 5 p. m. 
LOUIS H. PELOUZE. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 19, 1863. 
Admiral S. P. LEE, Newport News: 


The withdrawal of all the boats above West Branch of the Nanse- 
mond at this crisis will be attended with great risk and may result in 
the enemy crossing. It will require me to detach many more regi- 
ments and guns, which I cannot afford. Harnest and continued co- 
operation of navy and army will beat General Longstreet in this cam- 
paign, and I beg you to reconsider the proposition. For two or three 
[very] good cover is afforded, and other works are being constructed. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
; Off Newport News, Va., April 19, 1863. 
Major-General PECK, 
Commanding at Suffolk, Va.: 


Your telegraph is just received. Desire Lieutenant Lamson to await 
further orders from me. Our light draughts are much needed else- 
where. West Branch Battery should be taken or silenced. 

S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


‘el ee ee ee 
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Ipers. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CorPs, 
eat . Fort-Monroe, Va., April 19, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE ; 
- Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


ADMIRAL: I have just received your letter of the 18th in regard to 
the withdrawal of the gunboats from the Upper Nansemond. I should 
very much regret such a measure at this moment. I believe there are 
only three of your gunboats above the West Branch, and their presence 
is indispensable, for although I have re-enforced General Peck there 
are 7 miles of river to guard and we have not troops enough to protect 
every part of it and prevent the enemy from crossing. I have two 
armed quartermasters’ boats—the West End and the Smith Briggs— 
above the West Branch, and with your gunboats the defense of this 
part of the river is complete. We.are establishing batteries, but for 
want of heavy guns they are not yet in readiness Within the next 
forty-eight hours I hope to have them prepared for efficient service. 
General Peck telegraphs me that the withdrawal of the gunboats at 
this time would be fatal. 

Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., April 19, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 


I have just returned from the Nansemond. Was on board of two of 
the gunboats which were engaged in shelling the enemy’s batteries. 
One of the batteries was silenced this morning, but the enemy is very 
active, and is casemating another with heavy timber. He has come 
here to stay, if possible, and will spare no effort to regain possession of 
the James River and the Nansemond. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


; Fort MonrRor, April 19, 1863. ' 

Major-General PEcK : 

I sent you some Parrott guns last night; also over 100 artillerists. 
The latter are a part of the garrison of Fort Monroe, and should be 
sent back soon, I don’t hear from you. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


— 


Fort Monron, April 19, 1863. 
Major-General Prox: Ts 
‘Three batteries are here and will be with you to-morrow morning. 
You will have three rifled 42-pounders the day after to-morrow. The 
platforms will be made here. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


* 
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SUFFOLK, VA., April 19, 1863. | 

Major-General Drx: ; 
General Getty, in conjunction with Lieutenant Lamson’s boats, has 

just stormed the heavy battery at the West Branch, and after severe 

fighting carried it. Captured six guns and 200 of the Forty-fourth Ala- 

bama. Crossed in boats. 

JOHN J. PECK, 

Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, April 19, 1863. 
Major-General PECK, Commanding, Suffolk : 

Ihave received your gratifying dispatch. General Getty and the 
officers and men engaged in storming the battery have my warmest 
thanks for their gallant conduct. It will be an example for the forces 
under your command which cannot fail to give us the happiest results. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 19, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

I see notices from Admiral Lee of doings here, but nothing that I have 
reported—the silencing of the ten-gun battery on Tuesday by the land 
batteries and the skirmishing of Colonel Foster. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, April 19, 1863. 
Major-General PECK, Commanding, Suffolk: 

I have regularly telegraphed all that has been done. I send a sum- 
mary this evening to General Halleck, which I trust will appear and 
show that the army has not been idle. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, April 19, 1863. (Received 8,20 p. m.) 
Major-General HEINTZELMAN, 
Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: You will immediately prepare for embarkation, and send 
to General Dix at Fort Monroe about 4,000 infantry, so as to make in 
all sent to him about 10,000 men. General Meigs will give you trans- 


il s rapidly as possible. 
TE anand H. W. HALLEOK, 


General-in-Chief. 


* HEADQUARTERS HIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. C., April 19, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: By officers just in from Washington, N. C., 1 learn that 
the enemy have all gone from the vicinity of that place. The places 


ae “ah 
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ied by their batteries on the rivers are all now in possession of ou r 
inodbe, Ro are able to hold them. ‘There is now no difficulty in passing © 


i Washington with men and supplies. 
aes Foster left here yesterday with a force to march across the 


try. General Foster informed you in a letter of the 16th instant 
shat et had directed Plymouth, Hlizabeth City, and Winfield to beevac- 


uated. He countermanded that order, too late, however, for Winfield ; 
that has been abandoned, but the troops remain at the other places. 
At Plymouth they are well fortified. Winfield is of little importance, 
and I shall not reoccupy the place, but leave it for General Foster to 
decide when he returns. f 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-Generat. 


Hpaqrs. First Division, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 

: New Berne, April 19, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, 
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps : 


GENERAL: General Prince himself a few miles beyond Core Creek 
and carrying out your instructions. 

I last night informed you of the arrival of the other regiments of 
General Heckman’s brigade, and asking the disposition to be made of 
them. General Halleck writes, in reply to my letter to him informing 
him of the state of affairs, that no re-enforcements can be spared to 
come here, and that “if any accident should occur to General Foster 
you will bear in mind that. operations in North Carolina should be 
strictly defensive, and the troops concentrated as much as possible. 
New Berne and Beaufort are the points of most importance.” 

Farquhar is here from Plymouth. He will wait here for a day or two 
to see you. Winfield was abandoned before the order countermand- 
ing arrived. J saw to-day a large steamer with supplies for Plymouth. 
The Phenix goes also with stores to Washington. I have written to 
General Halleck a history of affairs that have transpired since you 
wrote your last letter to him. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier- General. 


NEAR Corr CREEK, N. C., 


April 19, 1863—10.24 a. m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Horrman: 


CoLoNnEL: I send by the train 4 prisoners, captured yesterday (with 
their arms and horses); all privates. The information gathered from 
these prisoners corroborates that I have already sent. The camp of 
the Sixty-third being at Wise’s Cross-Roads and Ransom’s brigade at 
Kinston. Myatt 

Kesnectfully, yours, 
HENRY PRINCE, 


i Brigadier-General Volunteers. 


N 
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UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
' Off Newport News, Va., April 20, 1863—noon. 
Major-General Drx, . ’ 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 

Siz: A report from Lieutenant Cushing, dated at § a. m. to-day, 
informs me that the enemy has unmasked a new battery, containing 
some heavy pieces, by which and some infantry the Barney was sharply 
attacked yesterday. Supposing that the enemy is not in great force 
on the left bank of the Nansemond, I respectfully suggest to you the 
propriety of capturing this battery, as it commands the Lower Nanse- 
mond and cannot be materially affected by the firing from the flotilla. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


& 


Fort MONROE, VA., April 20, 1863. 
Major-General Pick, Suffolk, Va.: 
- The following just received from Admiral Lee; dated 2.40 p. m.: 


Lieutenant Cushing reports that the enemy is retreating as fast as possible, and 
that the army, by a rapid movement, may cut off one of their brigades. 
S. P. LEE, 
Admiral. 
Respectfully, 
LOUIS H. PELOUZE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


: SUFFOLK, VA., April 20, 1863. 
General Dix: 
From all that can be gleaned Longstreet has asked for more troops. 
Unless Lee wants them all he will get them. What is the total from 


Hooker ? 
ss JOHN J. PECK, 
‘ Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, April 20, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

An examination shows that there is great suffering here for the neces- 
saries of life. Traders must be allowed to bring flour, meat, and kin- 
dred articles. They will buy. Report of the provost has just reached 
me—since your departure. Will you order a change? 

PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 20, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

Major Stratton reports his visit to Elizabeth City. It had been aban- 
doned on 18th, and the gunboats were shelling the banks as they moved 
down the river. Country full of guerrillas. 

Longstreet’s pickets at Sandy Cross. We stormed the West Branch 


aes 


‘ at dus and hold: now. On 
rey alinth vow neend Fiske Oc mnecteat were the stormers. 

ity-ninth N ork and Higl onnecticu ne 1eTS. 
AS slag oe JOHN J. PECK, 
' Major-General. — 


————_. 


HEADQUARTERS, ue 
Plymouth, N. C., April 20, 1863. 


[Capt. J. A. Jupson, A. A. G.:] 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com- — 
- munication inclosing and returning a report sent from here. I have ~ 
- yeason to think another document has been forwarded in the same 
- manner from these headquarters; if so, will you please return it that 
‘the mistake may be rectified? I will see that the error is not repeated — 
hereafter. In reporting the situation here I directed my adjutant to — 
call your attention tothe necessity of our having supplies. That there | 
should be no delay the post commissary had previously made his re- — 
quisitions, which were approved and signed by me. He informs me | 
iam they were sent forward. The steamer Long Island arrived to-day at 3 
-—s«ép. In. with rations, ammunition, horses, &c. Receipts will be duly for- 
=O warded to headquarters. Winfield has been abandoned and the works 
ie destroyed ; one company of the garrison is here; the other has gone to 
Be, New Berne, as I am informed, by orders from headquarters. 


SB: Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Re JOSIAH PICKETT, 

ee: Colonel, Commanding Post. 

: ‘ [Inclosure.] 
HEADQUARTERS, 

: Plymouth, N. C., April 18, 1863. — 

te Lieut. Col. SourHarp HorrMan, 

3 Assistant Adjutant-General, Highteenth Army Corps : 


¥ . In accordance with Special Orders, No. 114, received at noon yester: 
et day (17th), I made preparations to evacuate this post. I had made 
a arrangements to transport the Forty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteer 
et Militia, two sections of Lee’s battery, and four detached companies, 
under command of Major Bartholomew, Twenty-seventh Regiment Mas- 
“ sachusetts Volunteers, upon the Colyer and some small schooners I 
had taken possession of, and intended to hold the post with the Twenty- 
fifth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers until the other transports 
arrived. Lee’s two sections were aboard the transport and the Forty- 
sixth Regiment had struck their tents when the Massasoit arrived. 
Everything has been disembarked and will be arranged as before. 

I sent word to the post at Winfield and gave them orders to evacuate 
the post, destroying block-houses, rifle-pits, &c. They had probably 
pee Eee the seine arrived, and are now on their way to 
‘ Fmouth. esire you to send meinstructions 2 S 
| sf y - podraat ela 1 meinstructions as to whether that post 

We are almost entirely out of supplie st he b tk : 
immediately with rations or the men ail aie ee Saba : 
Everything is in good order here. We have the fort nearly finished 
. with one gun mounted and the vifle-pits completed, and ean, if called 
upon, make a good fight. What we most want now 1S commissary 
stores, which I hope you will send at the earliest possible moment 
I have the honor to be, yours, &e., eee 
JOSIAH PICKETT, . - 
ye : ’ 
Colonel, Commanding Post, 


a as a 
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. C., April 19, 1863. 
Respectfully returned to Colonel Pickett. The signature attached is 
evidently not his own. This same communication will be properly 
signed and returned to this office. 
By order of Brigadier-General Palmer commanding : 
J. A. JUDSON, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTH CORPS, 
Yorktown, April 20, 1863. 
Major-General Dix, 
Commanding Department of Virginia, Fort Monroe : 

It is reported at Williamsburg that General Wise has been retired, 
and that General Hood replaces him on this Peninsula with an addi 
tional regiment of cavalry. If so, I need two more regiments of infantry 
without delay and the replacement of the artillery sent from here to 
Norfolk two nights ago. My men are overworked now. 

The rebels are anxious about their Merrimac No. 2; something seems 
to have gone wrong with them in that matter. If anything could add 
to the importance of holding the line of Fort Magruder it would be the 
appearance of the Merrimac. 

EK. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, April 21, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

_It gives pleasure to say that General Getty is safe on this side witk 
all the material of war and without loss. The prisoners were sent last 
night, and attempted to escape by uncoupling the cars, but did not suc- 
ceed. I shall send out at once on the Swamp or HE. road and assail 
Longstreet’s right flank cautiously. 

PECK, 


Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 21, 1863. 
Major-General DIx: 
General Halleck seemed well pleased with affairs here, and I am very 


glad he made a visit. I hope you arrived all safe. 
JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 21, 1863. 


Major-General Dix: 
General Getty thinks the enemy has not fallen back. He thought so 
at one time yesterday. Allover safe. Fires at night have not dimin- 


ished. 
es JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
41 R R—VOL XVIII 
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[ForTtRESS Monrog,] April 21, [1863.] 
ctg. Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE, “ee 7 
ny Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 9 
T returned from Suffolk late last evening. Lieutenant Lamson hav- 
ing informed General Peck that you had ordered him to leave the Upper 
Nansemond with his gunboats, General Getty was directed to abandon 
the left bank, where we had captured one of the enemy’s batteries, and 
bring away the guns. This has been done. When I left last evening 
the enemy was investing Suffolk as closely as ever, and there were no — 
signs of his retiring. I regret exceedingly the withdrawal of the gun-_ 
boats. If, as we have reason to believe, the enemy is very strong it will 
be difficult without their aid to prevent his crossing. We shall do the 
best we can with the two boats armed by my orders and manned by our 


t 8. 
Pee JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


- OA AY OD na 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., April 21, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 

GENERAL: I am surprised by the statement in your dispatch of this 
date, just received, that the captured battery on the left bank had been ~ 
abandoned because “Lieutenant Lamson had informed General Peck ; 
that you (I) had ordered him to leave the Upper Nansemond with his — 
gunboats.” 

T inclose a copy of Lieutenant Lamson’s report, showing that this is 
a mistake. 

My letter of yesterday’s date to General Peck (a copy of which is 
inclosed), written last night (but not sent to or forwarded by Lieutenant 
Lamson until this morning, after the battery was evacuated), affords 
no justification for the previous abandonment of the captured bat- 
tery, which commanded the communications. As long as it was held 
our boats could pass above or below as it might be necessary. The re- 
sponsibility of abandoning this position rests on other shoulders than 
mine. You must see that the representation you make does me injus- 
tice, and is not sustained by the facts of the ease. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LER, 
Acty. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


{Inclosures. ] 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Newport News, Va., April 21, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. Lun, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


Str: I have seen with much surprise the telegram of General Dix to 
yourself, in which he says that “Lieutenant Lamson having informed 
General Peck that you had ordered him (me) to leave the Upper Nanse- 
mond with the gunboats, General Getty was directed to abandon the left 
bank, where he had captured one of the enemy’s batteries.” 

General Dix is laboring under a great mistake, for just the reverse of 
what he says is true. After the capture of the battery I received or- 
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ders from you to remain in the Upper Nansemond with the flotilla 
under my command, and so informed General Getty. I did not com- 
municate with General Peck on the subject, but your order to me to. 
remain was forwarded through him. ; 

The only written orders I received from you on the subject were 
dated on the 18th and 20th instant; that of the 18th in these words: 
“You will not remain in the river (Upper Nansemond) any longer than 
your cominunications remain open, so that you can return and rejoin 
Lieutenant Cushing; not so long as to risk your ability to return.” 

On the 20th you repeated the same instructions. 

When the first of the above orders was received it was already so 
dangerous to pass the rebel battery that I should not have attempted 
it unless I had been forced to do so, or had received positive orders, 
and Generals Peck and Getty had both agreed to put in execution a 
plan that I had proposed for capturing the battery, and which after 
two miscarriages on the part of the army was successfully accomplished. 

On the 19th instant Fleet-Captain Crosby came up with discretionary 
orders, dated the 18th instant, in regard to the gunboats remaining in 
the upper river. That evening the battery was captured, and General 
Getty said he would move over troops and hold it if Captain Crosby 
would direct the gunboats to remain, which he did. That evening I 
received a telegram from you, through General Peck, directing me to 
remain on the upper river till further orders. 

The next morning about 12 m. General Getty showed me his orders 
from General Peck to withdraw from the captured point, and later in 
the day an order to withdraw before night. I had received no orders 
from. you which required me to withdraw from the Upper Nansemond, 
and so told General Getty, and earnestly expressed to him my entire 
disapprobation of the abandoning of the captured point. I told him 
repeatedly that I would remain in the Upper Nansemond as long as he 
held the point, but that if he evacuated it I should be obliged to go 
below it. My communications were perfectly safe as long as he held 
this key to the river. The position was an exceedingly strong one, and 
General Getty had crossed more than 1,000 men and had defended the 
rear by several lines of rifle-pits. 

There was nothing in your instructions to me or in my communica- 
tions to Generals Peck or Getty that rendered it necessary for them to 
abandon the work, but their movement made it absolutely necessary 
for me to move below. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rk. H. LAMSON, 
Tieutenant, U. 8S. Navy, Commanding Flotilla. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., April 20, 1863. 


[Major-General PECK :] 


GENERAL: By dispatch received to-day from Lieutenant Lamson I 
am informed that the captured rebel battery at West Branch will be 
abandoned to-night. I hope that this work and all others on the left bank 
of the Nansemond will be completely razed, and not left to invite reoc- 
cupation and allow the enemy to annoy us and cut off our communica- 
tions. If Suffolk is to be held I hope the present opportunity will be 
improved to construct such works on the right bank of the Upper Nan- 
semond as its proper defense requires. 
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Our little gunboats, so much called for and relied on by the army, are — 
not a suitable defense for that stream, and their services are really nec- 
_ essary elsewhere. on 
I have ‘the honor to be, general, yours, eee y LER, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


[Indorsement. ] 


This was written last night and sent into the Nansemond under cover 
to Lieutenant Lamson this morning (21st) and forwarded to him. The 
battery was abandoned last night against the urgent remonstrances of 
Lieutenant Lamson. i 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 21, 1863. 
Major-General HOOKER, 
Army of the Potomac: ; 


General Halleck has just left my headquarters. General Longstreet _ 
is here, waiting Hill or other troops. I hold everything yet. Howdo 
you get along? a 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. t 


APRIL 21, 1863—10 p. m. 
Major-General PECK, Suffolk, Va.: 


Am glad to hear good tidings from you. You must be patient with 
me. I must play with these devils before I can spring. Remember 
that my army is at the bottom of a well and the enemy holds the top. - 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL eee an Hpqrs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 60. New Berne, April 21, 1863. 


The fort recently constructed at Plymouth, N. ©., will be called Fort 
Williams, after Brig. Gen. Thomas Williams, killed in action at Baton 


Rouge, La., August 5, 1862, who was the first general officer command- 
ing in this department. 


By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster: ‘ 
[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, ] 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 22, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: : Jaa < ? 


Hiverything is as yesterday. Since Hooker has not moved it will be 
requisite for the greatest caution here. There are reports that the 
rebels are sending troops north from Charleston. Stratton finds Lon g- 
street’s pickets on turnpike 10 miles this side of Sandy Cross and at 


ae 
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_ _Hinton’s Toll-Gate. He burned 7,000 bushels corn going to rebel army; 
__ knows that a rebel brigade or more is to oceupy or move through Eliz- 
abeth City. 

§ JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


t 


Hoars. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., April 22, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral LEn, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 
ADMIRAL: I received at midnight your letter of yesterday in regard 
~. to the battery captured at the mouth of the West Branch of the Nanse- 
_ mond River, inclosing one from Lieutenant Lamson, and cheerfully ac- 
cept them as an explanation of the withdrawal of the gunboats. I 
supposed the order to withdraw them was absolute, and the impression 
was confirmed by your former dispatches, in which you said I “must 
not rely upon these frail and open ferry-boats and river steamers, which 
you (I) call gunboats, to keep the rebels from crossing the Upper Nanse- 
mond, which is long, narrow, and crooked, a mere creek, a natural 
canal, and unfit for the operations of vessels, now that the enemy is 
establishing his artillery and rifle-pits in such strength as to command 
that communication,” and for this reason you said you did not see the 
propriety of continuing them there. From these and other expres- 
sions of the same character I supposed their withdrawal was definitely 
settled, although I had opposed it with all proper earnestness. My 
two armed steamers are to remain there. I know that there is danger 
that they will be fired into, injured, perhaps crippled; but this hazard 
must be incurred to prevent the rebels from crossing. Yours will be 
exposed to no more danger than mine. The position of the captured 
battery, though a commanding one, gives us no security against the 
crossing of the enemy except at that point. It would have been no 
obstacle to his crossing 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 miles above, and the troops we 
must have kept there to hold it would have been much more useful on 
the right bank of the river as a movable force to oppose him whenever 
he should have made an attemptto cross. Besides, its occupation would 
not have removed your objections to the employment of your gunboats 
in the narrow channel above. What we want is to have two or three 
gunboats moving up and down the Upper Nansemond for several miles 
to watch the enemy’s movements and to aid in destroying his pontoon 
bridge if he should attempt to throw one across the river. 
Ihave not time to enter into explanations, but if you will give to 
Lieutenants Lamson and Cushing (who have displayed so much gal- 
lantry) discretionary power, so that they may go up the Upper Nanse- 
mond when they think it safe, and permit them to act in conjunction 
with General Getty, who is charged with the defense of the right bank 
of the river, I feel confident we can defeat the enemy’s purpose, and 
should he establish batteries below your gunboats I have no doubt they 
will be able to pass them without loss. 

I know you will be happy to hear that the fleet above Vicksburg has 
passed that stronghold, as General Halleck informed me yesterday, 
without the loss of a single armed vessel, and I really think that your 
apprehensions in regard to your gunboats should be lessened when you 
consider that as yet not one of them has been permanently disabled. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


alas 
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Hpgrs. First Division, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. C., April 22, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. SourHaRD HOFFMAN, 
A. A. G., Bighteenth Army Corps, New Berne, a, ns 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of communication - 
from the commanding general of this department of the 21st instant, 
and in reply to the interrogatory— 

Why was not a large force sent to General Prince, in the Pamlico River, as ordered 
in my letter of April 1, 1863, and why was not greater alacrity displayed in getting 
troops to General Prince 7— 

I have the honor to state that immediately on the receipt of the above 
instructions all the troops that could be possibly transported by the 
vessels then disposable in this harbor were put in readiness to leave to 
join General Prince. At that time a gale of wind was prevailing which 
had blown the water out of the river to such a degree that it was 
almost impossible for vessels to move around the harbor. The steamer 
Colyer, loaded with troops, was lying aground between this place and 
Washington, and the steamer Escort got fast aground in coming up to 
the dock here. However, four regiments were on board of vessels or 
about embarking here to join General Prince when the letter of the 
commanding general of April 5 was received. This letter notified me 
that he had changed his plans, and that two regiments were to be left 
at the blockade to be sent through, if possible, to Washington, by the 
way of the river, and that all the remaining force was to return to this 
place with General Prince, who was directed to take then all the avail- 
able force from here and march across the country to Washington. It 
was my intention to obey the order or suggestion of the commanding 
general and to send to General Prince at least 5,000 men. The elements 
prevented this. There was no unnecessary delay on the part of any 
one. While waiting for the water in the river to rise I remained up 
nearly all night and visited the wharf twice after midnight, and while 
the troops were waiting to sail. Therefore I cannot see that there was 
a want of alacrity displayed in getting troops to General Prince. 

In reply to the second interrogatory— 


When my plan was changed, and orders were sent in my letter of April 5 to march 
across the country toraise the siege of Washington, why did you not go in command ?— 


I will respectfully state that in the letter referred to, of April, 5 the 
commanding general says: . 


I have therefore ordered General Prince to send me two regiments, with a plentiful 
supply of ammunition for the heavy guns, then to return to New Berne, and with all 
the fighting force that can possibly be spared march across the country to Washington. 

General Prince returned to this place on the 6th, followed by all the 
troops on the 7th, as the naval officer in command at the blockade said 
it was impossible to get any troops through by way of the river. On 
the 8th all the available force was in readiness to move. Only (about) 
3,000 effective men were retained here. The movement of the troops 
across the river was carried on all through the night of the 7th and Sth. 
General Prince was notified on the morning of the 8th that the troops 
were ready, but he reported himself unable to start with them. One 
of his aides, Lieutenant Ordway, came to my headquarters to ask for 
a boat to be placed at the disposition of General Prince, who he said 
would follow the command. The steamer Allison was ordered to be 
placed at his disposition immediately. 

3 proceeded across the river, informed General Spinola of the state 
of affairs, and remained there until the whole command had started. 
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Immediately on my return J saw General Prince’s aide, Lieutenant. 
Ordway, who gave me to understand that General Prince had made 
every preparation to follow the command. I was told that an ambu- 
lance with his baggage was at his door. I then believed that he was 
going immediately. 

I think it proper for me to state here that even had I known that 
General Prince was not going to join the command I should not then 
have gone myself, for I had determined in my own mind that General 
Foster needed only men and supplies of provisions and ammunition, 
and I felt assured that I could get them to him by the way of the 
river while the demonstration was being made by land. I had deter- 
mined that if any officer should: arrive to take command of New Berne 
I would take a steamer loaded with men and supplies and go to the 
blockade and see them through. General Wessells arrived here on the 
9th and I left with the Escort on the next day. The delay in getting 
this steamer through the blockade was by no means unavoidable, but 
it was a delay for which I was in no way responsible. Three times the 
steamer was ready to move and she wasstopped. The first time on the 
evening of my arrival at the blockade by the refusal of Lieutenant-Com- 
mander McCann (the senior naval officer there) to assist, at night; the 
second time, on the next morning, by the fog, which was so dense on the 
river that nothing could be seen at the proposed hour of starting ; and 
the third time, the next night, by the mist and rain, that prevented any 
movement on the river. . 

The safe arrival eventually of the steamer at Washington accom- 
plished, I was satisfied, more than could have been attained in any other 
way, and I was satisfied that my judgment was correct and that I had 
acted wisely in the matter. 

With regard to the third interrogatory— 

Was the question ever raised in any consultation or council of commanding officers 

as to my authority to give orders for movement of troops; if so, when, by whom, and 
under what circumstances ?7— 
I will state that I never presumed to call any ‘council or consultation 
of officers” to discuss plain orders sent to me by the commanding gen- 
eral. His orders issued from Washington were just as much obeyed 
and respected by meas they would have been had they been issued from 
this place. : 

It is true, however, that I was an unwilling listener to several private 
conversations in which the “propriety” of sending too many troops 
away from this place, or the “policy” of abandoning everything to the 
saving of Washington, was spoken of, and doubts expressed as to who 
under the circumstances was in command of the department. I took no 
part in any such discussions any more than to inform every person that 
the orders of the commanding general would be obeyed, even if they 
were to abandon New Berne and everything in it. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I, N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. C., April 22, 1863. 
Rear-Admiral 8S. P. LEE, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 
ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 17th, on the subject of the occupation by our troops of too many 
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posts, recommending that these posts be abandoned for the purpose of — 
concentration. This letter has unfortunately been mislaid, and so I can | 
only answer the general tenor of the letter, confining myself to the rea- 
sons for the occupation of the posts and for continuing to hold them. 

In regard to Fort Macon and the adjoining posts of Morehead City 
and Beaufort, there can, I think, be no question as to the necessity of 
holding them; likewise the forts at Hatteras, which hold the entrance 
to the Sounds; also Roanoke Island, which controls the navigation of 
Albemarle Sound. Then there only remain the towns of New Berne, 
Washington, and Plymouth. The former was occupied March 4, 1862, 
and has since been fortified and is held as a depot for supplies and as a 
basis for operations, possessing as it does the advantages of two lines 
of communication, one by railroad to Beaufort Harbor and one by the 
river to the Sounds. 

The history of the occupation of Washington and Plymouth is that 
they were first held by gunboats lying opposite the towns. Afterward 
a picket guard of one company was sent to each place, as a picket guard 
for the gunboats on shore. This guard was afterward increased as 
demanded by circumstances and the necessities of service. Finally the 
importance of occupying the posts permanently was seen and recog- 
nized, and works were erected for this purpose. Some of the reasons 
which led to this determination were as follows: 

1st. By not occupying these points—New Berne, Washington, and 
Plymouth—we permit their occupation by the enemy and their use by 
them as yards and arsenals in which to prepare rams and gunboats to 
operate against our gunboats in the Sounds. 

2d. To permit egress of any lighter-draught gunboat that may be 
built in the rivers above; and, in fine, gives our gunboats the control of 
those rivers for offensive operations by water. 

3d. These towns afford excellent landing places, at which our forces 
could be quickly and safely concentrated for offensive operations by 
land, having the towns as bases. This advantage is the more sensibly 
felt when any one town is besieged. 

4th. These three strategical points retain within their power all the 
counties to the east of them, which is a matter of some importance, as 
they are the most fertile in corn, &e., of any in the State, and are so 
considered by the Confederate Government, as shown by the efforts of 
General Hill to repossess them. 

In conclusion, I am strongly of the opinion that as long as I am strong 
enough to hold these points I should do so, and further think that if the 
exigency should compel me to abandon either that it would be a lost 
advantage, inasmuch as by holding the three I can operate more effect- 
ively with force than I could with the same force concentrated 
at one or two of them, and the others held by the enemy. 

In a naval point of view I of course yield and defer to your judg- 
ment, but it is my conviction that were either of these points held by 
the enemy, a larger, not a smaller, naval force would be necessary to 
Both the Sounds, irrespective of river navigation and the convoying of 

These views are sent to you in, I assure you, the most friendly spirit. 
and in accordance with the harmony which has always existed between 
our two arms of the service, and merely that by exchanging ideas the 
result most to the interests of the service may be arrived at. 


I have the honor to be, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, : 


J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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Hpars. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY Corps, 
Port Monroe, Va., April 23, 1863. 
General H. W. HALLEck, 
General-in-Chief: 


GENERAL: In my telegraphic dispatch of the 18th I said that I had 
been long in favor of occupying West Point. I should have taken pos- 
session of it if I had been able to spare 5,000 men, the smallest number 
requisite to make the occupation secure. My object was to cut off 
Gloucester and Matthews Counties as sources of supply to the insur- 
gents, and to break up the system of contraband trade across those 
counties, and from the Piankatank River and the mouth of the Rap- 
pahannock. In your letter of the 17th instant you suggest the occu- 
pation of that position as a base for a movement in support of General 
Hooker, who I suppose is to move on Richmond from Fredericksburg. 
I have no doubt that it would be advisable if I could have a sufficient 
force. The White House would be a still better position, as it is 20 
miles nearer the enemy’s flank, but portions of the Pamunkey River are 
narrow, and the water communications might be interrupted or made 
insecure by batteries planted on its banks. Should the enemy with- 
draw from Suffolk I will occupy West Point with all the force I can 
spare. 

I agree with you that a movement on Weldon would be hazardous, 
and it would be of little advantage unless we could go there in suffi- 
cient force to hold it. The destruction of the railroad bridge at Golds- 
borough, which cost us many lives, only interrupted the communication 
for about thirty days, a temporary inconvenience but not a serious dis- 
aster to the enemy. Our great error has been in occupying too many 
positions. There was an excuse for scattering our forces while there 
was reason to believe that the people of the South would rally around 
them as nucleus for the restoration of the Union. This hope is now gone, 
and as our only chance of success is by overpowering them by prepon- 
derance of force or wearing them out by cutting off their commerce with 
foreign countries, all interior positions, unless they have some special 
importance, should be abandoned. 

In this department no useless positions are occupied. There are but 
two points of great importance—Fort Monroe and Norfolk—the former 
as a military position commanding the Chesapeake Bay and the rivers 
that enter into it, and the latter as a naval station for the repair of 
our gunboats and transports, which would otherwise be obliged to go 
to Baltimore or Washington on the occurrence of any ordinary casualty. 
Suffolk was occupied partly to cover Norfolk and partly in pursuance 
of the purpose, already referred to, of affording to the peoplea rallying 
point for the restoration of the Union. In the latter respect it has 
failed, and in view of the former there is a better position—the line of 
the Deep Creek and the West Branch of Elizabeth River—more defensi- 
ble, and from which an army could retire on Norfolk with ease and 
safety. Iam preparing to fortify it. Suffolk is weak from the long 
and narrow channel of the Nansemond, running 7 miles to the rear, with 
an average width of less than 100 yards. It requires a large force and 
incessant vigilance to prevent the enemy from crossing and cutting off 
our communications with Norfolk. But as it would be impossible to 
fall back on that city in the face of a superior force it must be held at 
all hazards. : 

Yorktown is occupied to keep the enemy ata distance from this post. 
He would not be likely to pass it while held by us. If it were aban- 
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done uld push his forces down to Bethel or Hampton and shut 
coup a ne fort. Williamsburg is only held as a picket station of 
Yorktown, to prevent the enemy from approaching the latter and har- 
assing us in our intrenchments with rifled cannon and small-arms of 
long range. The troops in the vicinity of Williamsburg have orders to 
fall back on Yorktown if menaced ap tag a aoa a 
re fully, your obedient servan 
I am, very respectfully, J ee A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, April 23, 1863. 
Major-General DIx: 

As you well know, I have for many months _ performed more duties 
than is incident to any one army corps in the service. Now I am per- 
forming more than the commanders of two corps in the Army of the 
Potomac. I cannot do so longer in a proper manner without the rank 
and staff machinery. Please act upon this matter with the Secretary. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 23, 1863. 
Major-General D1x: 

Yesterday was devoted to exploration in the Dismal Swamp. The 
impression was strong that, not succeeding in crossing the river, Long- 
street was cutting a road through from the Edenton road. Duke states 
there is a ridge by which they can get through tothe railway. A party 
is out now. In consequence of this and of the rain that demonstration 
was delayed. It is reported that their cars have been heard. Not sat- 
isfied of its correctness. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, April 23, 1863. 


Major-General DIx: 


Affairs stand as yesterday. I am employing all possible means to 
strengthen the river line. The boats of the Navy are below the Branch. 
Have sent troops into the swamp along the canal to watch the left flank. 
Major Stratton says the people report a force of 3,000 or 4,000 on this 
side the Chowan, drawing supplies from that section. He sent Mr. 
Hinton, of Hintonsville, in as a prisoner, a man of means and influence. 

Mr. Hinton says there is a force there, and that nineteen wagons with ’ 
cavalry were up after forage. He says they are Hill’s. 
PECK, 
Major-General, 


Orr Newport Nuws, April 23, 1863—8 a. m. 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy : 


Lieutenant Cushing reports that yesterday afternoon with 90 men and 

a howitzer he went to the village of Chuckatuck, where a large cavalry 

force was reported to be. Encountered 40 cavalry in. the village; de- 
4 3 
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feated them; killed 2 and captured 3 of their horses, fully equipped. 
He lost 1 man killed. He thinks that his reconnaissance shows that 
_ the enemy are not in strong force near Suffolk. : 
bir cae ated UI OLDE 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., April 23, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: I respectfully inform you that the proclamation of the 
President of the United States, dated March 31,* and the accompanying 
order of the Secretaries of Wart and Navy of the same date, regarding 
commercial intercourse with inhabitants of the insurrectionary regions, 
which I understand as superseding the order of the President, dated 
November 12, 1862,i in reference to vessels and merchandise entering 
and departing from the port of Norfolk, have been communicated this 
day to the guard vessels for their guidance. 

; I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., April 23, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN A. Dix, U.5. A., 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: I send herewith 4 negroes, who went on board the Mount 
Washington in the Nansemond on the 15th instant, representing that 
they were free negroes, and that there was no enemy in sight; but 
searcely a minute had elapsed when the Mount Washington was at- 
tacked and a long and severe engagement followed. I respectfully re- 
quest that you will make such disposition of them as may seem proper 
under the circumstances of the case. ; 

I have the honor to be, general, very ea ered yours, 


Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Fort MONROE, April 23, 1863. 
Major-General KEYES, 
Commanding, Yorktown : 

T have been every day since you were here to the Nansemond or to 
Suffolk. We cannot get more troops for you at present. Ido not feel 
easy about our force at Fort Magruder. It would not be difficult to 
cut it off. If we remain there we must hold Williamsburg with our 
pickets. Please send the correspondence with Dr. Wager, late in 
charge of the asylum. 1 may write General Wise. If we get rid of the 
enemy at Suffolk I shall strengthen you for act:ve work. 

; JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


* See p. 572. t See General Orders, No. 88, April 3, p. 580. t See p. 452, 
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HEADQUARTERS FouRTH CORPS, 
Yorktown, April 23, 1863. 
Major-General Dix 

é Commanding "Department of Virginia, Fort Monroe: 

Your telegram just received. We have had time to make such ar- 
rangements on the line of Fort Magruder as to be secure against surprise. 
We occupy seven redoubts in addition to that fort, and our troops say 
they can and will hold the line against any force the enemy can bring 
against them. They foiled Wise and are in high spirits. I can now 
hold my ground without re-enforcements, but more troops are needed 
to ease the great labors of those with me. We have a strong picket 
line above the forts, with cavalry vedettes close up to the town. If the 
enemy attacks we can damage him three or four times more than he can 


damage us. ; 
I will send the only letter received from Dr. Wager since the attack, 


by mail. 
BE. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpars. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, = 
No. 62. } New Berne, April 23, 1863. f 


Tn order that a more constant supervision may exist at the various 
posts in this department, the following districts are hereby established, : 
and will be commanded as follows: i 

I. The first will be known as the District of the Neuse. 

This district will embrace that portion of the department lying be- 
yond the outside limits of the post of New Berne, the railroad and alk 
stations pertaining thereto, Morehead City, Carolina City, Beaufort, and 
Fort Macon, and will be commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry M. Naglee, 
whose headquarters will be at Beaufort, N. C. 

II. The second will be known as the District of the Albemarle. 

This district will include the posts of Plymouth and Roanoke Island 
and such other posts as may be hereafter established within the limits 
of the district, and will be commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry W. Wes- 
sells, whose headquarters will be at Plymouth, N. C. 

Iii. The third will be known as the District of the Pamlico. 

This district will include the posts of Washington and Hatteras Inlet 
and such other posts as may be hereatter established within the limits 
of the district, and will be commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, 
whose headquarters will be at: Washington, N. C. 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster: 

[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,] 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


——— 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 24, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: mee : 

Major Stratton reports the Third Georgia Infantry in that quarter, 
and expects it will attempt to cut him off, but feels confident of defeat- 
ing the purpose. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


< 
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SUFFOLK, VA., April 24, 1863, 
Major-General Dix: 


It is very muddy and much water on the ground, but I think it ad- 
visable to make a demonstration on the swamp flank. Shall be very 
glad to see you. Ifyou come let me know the hour of leaving. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 24, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 


Six prisoners were taken this afternoon. They state no troops have 
left. A rumor was in circulation that troops were coming to both 
armies from Fredericksburg. Supplies come to them from Franklin. 
They say General French is much censured for losing the artillery. 
Hear nothing of troops leaving. Waiting to strike us outside. 

General Getty just reports that the enemy are erecting works at new 
points on the river. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 24, 1863. 
Major-General HOOKER, 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac : 


Richmond papers state that Longstreet has been re-enforced. They 
are despondent about his campaign. This afternoon I made a demon- 
stration on his right, resting on the Edenton road. Thus far my opera- 
tions have been successful. 

° JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
(Copy to General Halleck.) 


Fort MoNnrRoOg, VA., April 24, 1863—9.30 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


I went to Suffolk this morning and returned this evening. General 
Corcoran was sent with a strong force at 1 o’clock. General Peck, 


-whose excellent arrangements I cannot too highly commend, just sent 


the following dispatch : 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 24, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

We made a successful demonstration on Longstreet’s right flank in a heavy rain. 
The enemy was routed out of all his advancerifle-pits and driven back to his main de- 
fenses at Darden’s Mill Dam in a very handsome manner, where several batteries are 
posted, and it is thought that a large force is massed between the Edenton and Som- 
erton roads. Our loss was only 35, and the object of the movement was fully at- 
tained. Corcoran, Foster, and Spear were out. The bayonet was used with effect. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


¢ 
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Hvers. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., April 25, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEnr, : 
j Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 

ApMIRAL: I received in New York City your letter of the 9th instant, 
advising me that the Navy Department, under date of April 8, declines 
_ to authorize certain articles for the Smith Briggs to be furnished from 
the Navy supplies, &c.; also that you are directed hereafter to refer 
my requisitions for ordnance for gunboats to the Navy Department, to 
enable it to inquire of the War Department if such requisitions are 
authorized or sanctioned by it. 

The difficulty of procuring from the Navy gunboats of light draught 
decided me some months ago to arm one or two quartermasters’ boats 
for the defense of the Upper Nansemond. The propriety of the meas- 
ure is vindicated by the existing condition of things there, your gun- 
boats being withdrawn and the Smith Briggs, one of the boats armed | 
by me, being one of our chief supports at Suffolk. These boats were 1 
armed by me by virtue of my general authority, as commanding officer 
of the department, to do whatever is essential for the safety of my com- | 
mand in the face of the enemy. I did not hesitate, therefore, without . 
any special authority from the War Department, to ask you for certain 
articles required for the boats referred to, not doubting that you would | 
promptly respond, as you always have done, to any requisition for co- 7 
operation in maintaining the authority of the Government against the : 
common enemy. In the same spirit our tugs, our army wagons, our ? 
ammunition, and whatever else you needed have always been placed at : 
your disposal without inquiring into your authority to ask for them. 

Though the Navy Department has decided to respond to no more 

requisitions from me, as commander of the department, for ordnance for ; 
the gunboats, whatever may be the urgency of the case, without inquir- } 
ing whether they are authorized orsanctioned by the War Department, 
I beg to say that in reference to you, as commanding officer of the 
blockading squadron, I shall act on a totally different principle, and 
that any material of war of any sort under my control which you may 
need in the discharge of your responsible duties will be most cheerfully 
furnished on your requisition without stopping to inquire whether they 
are authorized or approved by the Navy Department. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 25, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: diilacp ie 
The enemy clearly meditated a crossing last night between Jericho  ‘ 
Creek and Fort Conn. There was great activity on his part. He was 
shelled from Fort Onondaga and the vigilance of the troops defeated 
his intentions. 
Have re-enforced Major Stratton, who is fearful of being cut off. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
SUFFOLK, VA., April 25 
General EGBERT L. VIELE: Fite ee 
Major Bovey will report to you. Longstreet is sti < 
) 1. g ill at work. He cut 
a road down to the river last night and fully intended to cross. Our 
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AB. 


_ Major-General Drx: 


batteries command the road. We made a successful demonstration on 


his right flank yesterday, driving in all his advanced parties from their _ 


rifle-pits, nearly three-quarters of a mile, to their main line at Darden’s 
Mill Dam. 


JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, April 25, 1863—4.30 p. m. 


Several regiments are here whose terms expire in a few days. What 
shall 1 do with them? 5 
Two deserters state clearly that General Garnett’s brigade has joined 
within three days from North Carolina; also that troops are expected 
from Fredericksburg. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, April 25, 1863. 
Major-General PECK, 
Commanding, Suffolk: 
On Tuesday two heavy guns, drawn each by 10 horses, passed down 
the Blackwater on the way to Suffolk. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 25, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

It only goes to show that they have no idea of leaving. The impres- 
sion is that new troops are arriving. One brigade is certainly here from 
North Carolina. Several bands of music were playing last evening on 
the high ground. When will the other 10-pounder Parrotts be up? 
We need more in the field-works in order to release the horse batteries. 
Not less than twenty pieces are requisite for General Getty’s line, which 
reduces our stock. 

JOHN J. PECK 
Major-General. 


[APRIL, 25, 1863.] 
General HOOKER: 
One brigade has just joined Longstreet from Carolina. He is bring- 
ing very heavy artillery. He means to take his time. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS HIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Dept. of North Carolina, New Berne, April 25, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHn A. DIX, 
Commanding Departinent of Virginia: 
My DEAR GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 24th, and in 
accordance with your request am now starting as strong force as I can 
spare to make an attack on D. H. Hill, at Kinston. 
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I shall continue this demonstration for four or five days, and if in 
the mean time you do not defeat Longstreet I will make a new demon- — 
stration in another direction. : ea 

Please keep me constantly advised of what you wish, and I will aid 
you to the extent of my power. If I only had my troops back from 
South Carolina I should be able to make such an attack up the Roan- 
oke River as would make Longstreet retire or leave Weldon. I was 
half tempted to run up to Suffolk and look at your defenses. If they — 
are properly constructed and well laid out General Peck ought to be — 
able to hold out against five times his number. At Washington we were 
unassailable (after the first day) with ten times our number around us. 

Our outposts taunted the rebels with the inquiry why they did not 
come in and take Little Washington. 

Egotism apart, however, every line of defenses should have at about 
800 yards (dependent upon the natural features of the ground) a self- 
sustaining work, perfectly inclosed, which cannot be taken even if the 
enemy penetrated the lines on the right or left. These works should be 
able to fire even to the rear. Each of these works should be mounted 
with heavy guns (long 32-pounders, firing shell, are very good) and 
completely manned. The garrisons should be instructed to hold their 
works to the last extremity, and made to feel their entire independence 
of any mishaps to other portions of the line. 

These works should be of a strong profile, with a wide and deep ditch 
without, and a palisade in the middle of the ditch ora good abatis 
in front of it. Between these works should extend a line of infantry 
intrenchments, with a good ditch and parapet flanked by the fires of the 
strong works. 

If there be time, the infantry intrenchments (along which embrasures 
for light field pieces may be roughly made) may be supplied with loop- 
holes for infantry, formed of rods and high enough to protect the heads 
of those firing. If you have any timber send me, and at once, and I 
will do all that I can. 

My advance toward Kinston are already in front of the rebels at Core 
Creek, and will engage them to-morrow. 

Ever yours, most truly, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
; Dept. of North Carolina, April 25, 1863. 
Admiral S. P. LEE, be alee: 


Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, 
U. 8. Flag-ship Minnesota, off Newport Ni ews, Va.: 

ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 24th in relation to the occupying of Smith’s Island, at the mouth 
of the Cape Fear River, by our forces. The idea is a good one, and 
should, in my opinion, be carried out as soon as other operations will 
permit or render it advisable. 

When the plan of operations against Wilmington was decided on 
and my preparations were making, this point (Smith’s Island) was se. 
lected as the first point on which to land and make an establishment to 
cover a depot of supplies. Iam glad that Captain Case sees the im- 
portance of it now, for there is no reason why it may not be used in the 


[manner] he suggests, and thus relieve the btockading vessels at the 
west entrance of the Cape Fear River. 


— 
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There may, however, at this time be some trouble in occupying the 
island, for I have heard that the rebels have recently planted a battery 
on the island to prevent this very thing. The island can nevertheless 
be taken by a determined effort at any time that it is absolutely re- 
quired. I will be most happy to co-operate in any way as soon as I 
have the force. 

If the 8,000 men belonging to this department, now lying at Port 
Royal, were sent back to me, with the abundant supply of siege guns, 
ammunition, and artillery that I took down with me to the Department 
of the South, I will at once engage to occupy Smith’s Island with bat- 
teries to command the channel, to annoy Fort Caswell, and also as far 
as practicable to command the New Inlet Channel. Unless this return 
of my troops be made, which is now refused by the Government, I can 
do nothing to aid you, inasmuch as nearly 1,000 of the two-years’ men 
have to be discharged in a few weeks and eight regiments of nine- 
months’ men within two months. This will very seriously deplete my 
already small force, and although I can hold my own I cannot under- 
take to do more than act strictly on the defensive. 

Whatever may be decided on by the Government you can rely upon 


my ready and energetic co-operation. 


Very respectfully and truly, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—I am now moving on Kinston. 


Fort MONROE, VA., 
April 26, 1863—7.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 
I have just returned from Suffolk. I went to the top of the signal 
station, 80 feet high, and saw two forts which the enemy is building— 
one in front of Fort. Nansemond and the other across the river, below 
General Peck’s headquarters. Garnett’s brigade, which arrived on 
Friday, consists of five regiments. One of my spies, who arrived last 
evening, reports Powhatan not yet armed, but 600 contrabands at work. 
Two thousand troops, who were there a fortnight ago, have come to 
Suffolk. The Navy could easily have prevented the enemy from in- 
trenching at Fort Powhatan. Everything indicates that the movement 
on Suffolk is a campaign and looks to Norfolk. The gauge of the rail- 
road from Petersburg to the Blackwater has been altered to correspond 
with ours this side. If you can spare a few thousand more troops they 
will no doubt be needed, and can be sent back the moment the exigency 
is over. The extent of our river-line absorbs a large number. The 
enemy has cut a broad road down to the river, and indicates a deter- 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


mination to cross. 


—— 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 26, 1863. 
Major-General Dix, Norfolk: 
Major Stratton had some skirmishing with the enemy yesterday ; the 
i Th not learned. 
particulars I have JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 
42 R R—VOL XVII 
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Fort MonrRok, April 26, 1863. 
Major-General PECK, 
Commanding, Suffolk : 

I send you to-day by mail a brigadier-general’s commission for 
Colonel. Harland. General Gordon was here yesterday and has gone 
back for his staff. He will return in a few days. Iam not quite sure 
whether I shall be with you to-day. The enemy has no artillery where 
General Getty captured the battery. Lieutenant Rowe, of the West 
End, volunteers to pilot the Commerce down. Shall he try? 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major. General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 26, 1863. 
Major-General HOOKER, 
Army of the Potomac: 

Longstreet is still here. Heavy artillery is coming to him from 
Petersburg. The storm has ceased; mud drying up. Advise me in 
cipher of as much as you deem proper of your operations. 

JOHN.J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


; APRIL 26, 1863. 
Major-General PEck, Suffolk, Va.: 

Your dispatch received. I have been delayed in my operations by 
the severe storm. I have communicated to no one what my intentions 
are, If you were here I could properly and willingly impart them to 
you. So much is found out by the enemy in my front with regard to 
movements that I have concealed my designs from my own staff, and 
I dare not intrust them to the wires, knowing as I do that they are so 
often tapped. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-General. 


—EE 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 27, 1863. 
Major-General Drx: 2 vay 

Major Stratton reports that he destroyed a new ferry-boat at Cam- 
den, opposite Elizabeth. Three hundred guerrillas at Elizabeth, called 
Fifty-sixth North Carolina. He is advised of 500 cavalry and four pieces 
in that vicinity, with a regiment of infantry at Woodville. Union men 
arr ae sources. The Fifth Virginia Infantry has left Woodville for 

uffolk, 

A party attempted to cross near Sleepy Hole last night in boats. 
JOHN J. PECK, 

Major-General. 


SUFFOLK il 2 
Col. D. T. VAN BUREN, Fort Monroe: ’ April fF 1868. 


The engineer and captain of the Commerce refuse to run h i 
a payment of $50 to a volunteer engineer be authorized? ae os 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


_ 


om 
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' Fort Monrog, .ipril 27, 1863. . 
Major-General PECK: Be ‘ 
General Dix says you can offer the $50 to a volunteer. 
D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Fort Monrog, April 27, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 
The Commerce and Swan have arrived safely. Somewhat peppered, 
but all right. Lieutenant Rowe deserves great credit. 
— JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 27, 1863. 
Major-General FostTER, 
Commanding, &c., New Berne, N. O.: 

GENERAL: The Navy Department has requested that your attention 
be called to the importance of the military occupation of Smith’s Island 
at the mouth of Cape Fear River. It is said that by the occupation of 
this island both channels may be closed, and thus prevent the entrance 
of contraband goods to Wilmington. 

I informed Mr. Fox that no additional forces could be given to you 
at the present time, but that possibly you might accomplish this object, 
which he deems most important. He says that at this season, while the 
water is smooth, there will be no difficulty in landing. 

If you should be able to occupy this island as many contrabands as 
possible should be used in fortifying and holding the position. I un- 
derstand from the Secretary of War that a Colonel Wild, of Boston, 
has been directed to report to you to organize one or more negro regi- 
ments. If this should be done it is suggested that they can be used to 
the best advantage on Smith’s Island. ; 

It is regretted that we cannot give you more troops for active opera- 

tions in the field, but at this time it is impossible to do so. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. OF THE ARMY, ADJ. GEN.’S OF FICE, 
No. 190. Washington, April 27, 1863. 
I. Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon, U.S. Volunteers, will report for duty 
without delay to Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, commanding, &c., ort Mon- 


roe, Va. i 

* * % * * * * 

By command of Major-General Halleck: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


GENERAL ORDERS Hpg@Rs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS 
No. 64. New Berne, April 27, 1863. 
General Orders, No. 62, are hereby amended as follows: onl 
The first district will be called the District of Beaufort, and will in- 
clude the posts which are or may hereafter be established in that portion 
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ty of Craven lying south of a line drawn from Evans’ Mill 
sweat \ihe Neuse River and including Evans’ Mill, and in the 
counties of Jones and Carteret with the exception of the post of Ports- 
mre second district, or the District of the Albemarle, will include all 
the posts which are or may hereafter be established in the counties of 
Washington and Tyrrell, and in all the counties of this State northwest 
of those counties whose waters flow into the Albemarle Sound. 

The third district, or the District of the Pamlico, will include all the 
posts which are or may be hereafter established in that portion of Craven 
County north of Neuse River, excepting the post of Fort Anderson, 
and in the counties of Pitt, Beaufort, and Hyde, as well as the post of 
Portsmouth. 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster: 

[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, | 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 28, 1863—4.55 p. m. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. : 
The two artillery companies at Fort Delaware will be sent to you. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Ohief. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., April 28, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 


GENERAL: I have received your communication of the 22d. You 
therein refer to some general views which I had expressed, and from 
which you draw the conclusion that I had withdrawn the flotilla from 
the Upper Nansemond. 

When General Keyes a fortnight since informed me on current re- 
ports obtained from rebel deserters and fugitives all along the line that 
Longstreet was approaching Suffolk with 40,000 men, heavy artillery, 
and pontoons, and earnestly preferred requests for gunboats to protect 
the line of the river, the greater part of the light-draught force of this 
squadron was engaged co-operating in defense of the military positions 
on the Sounds of North Carolina, and I was in receipt of urgent requests 
from that quarter also for an additional gunboat force. There was a 
similar pressure for additional gunboats for Williamsburg and York- 
town. Here I had but one available gunboat, the Commodore Barney, 
which I at once detailed for duty in the Lower Nansemond. The Nanse- 
mond was already occupied by one light ferry-boat (mounting four field 
howitzers), which had been used for naval guard ship there. There 
remained here two river steamboats and four tugs (mounting two light 
pieces each) belonging to the naval service and used for transport, 
tender, mail, and picket duties. All of these, save one of the tugs for 
picket, | immediately equipped with detachments of men and such ap- 
pliances as I had at my disposal for their protection from rifle shot, 
arming one of the river steamers with four field pieces on field carriages 
from this ship, and sent them up the Nansemond in accordance with the 
request I had received. One of the river steamers I reserved for trans- 
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port of ammunition, coal, and dispatches at the service of the vessels in 
the Nansemond. The embarrassment thus occasioned ‘here by the ab- 
sence of tenders was partially relieved by the kind loan of the quarter- 
master’s tug Du Pont. In further response to urgent calls from General 
Peck and yourself I applied to the Department for an additional force 
of light draughts to meet the demands on the Navy in these waters. 
Four vessels were then detached from the Potomac Flotilla, this being 
half of Commodore Harwood’s steam force. They arrived here on the 
16th and were sent into the Nansemond the sameevening. Lieutenants 
Cushing and Lamson, who had in charge the two divisions of the flotilla 
in the Nansemond, were instructed to do everything in their power to 
assist the army. 

The upper part of the river, in which most of the slight vessels thus 
hastily equipped were ordered to operate, is but a canal or ditch, of 
width so insignificant that the boats are obliged to touch one bank with 
their bows that their sterns may swing clear of the other. This narrow 
and tortuous stream winds between banks covered with woods, where 
riflemen or artillery can at any time conceal themselves and open a mur- 
derous and concentrated fire on our men on the open decks of the ves- 
sels at short range, shifting from place to place or masking batteries 
above and below, cut off our communications at will, and destroy or 
capture the flotilla. 

Had the enemy in force really determined to cross the Nansemond 
how long could such vessels effectually oppose the movement? It was 
obvious to me that the few light field pieces we had (mostly on field 
carriages) would in the event of contesting a crossing have done better 
service behind earthworks than on open decks over magazines of powder 
and steam; for the boilers, machinery, and ammunition of these light- 
draught vessels, unlike those of regular men-of-war, are near or above 
water and exposed to shot and shell. 

The line which these frail and vulnerable vessels were called upon to 
protect, and in front of which they were expected to patrol and draw 
the enemy’s fire, was purely a military line, whose natural defenses 
should have been earthworks on our side against earthworks on the 
other—riflemen, scouts, communications, and proper disposition of troops 
to oppose similar demonstrations on the part of the enemy. Was it 
therefore justifiable for you to impose or for me to undertake, without 
a word of warning to you regarding its utter impracticability, a naval 
defense of your military line, which defense, if fairly tried, must have 
ailed, to the grief of the nation and the probable reproach of the Navy? 

I beg to remind you that while thus straining every effort to meet 
these demands on the part of the army, though I was under the con- 
viction that it was an anomalous and improper use of naval means, I 
snggested to you, having in view the confidence so flatteringly reposed 
in such means by you and General Peck, to arm and equip with field 
pieces and men for this service on the Nansemond, as I had done with 
‘the Mount Washington and Stepping Stones, one of the numerous tugs 
and transports at your disposal, of which, as shown by your official 
notices to me, you have about forty. I have not been informed that 
the suggestion was adopted. In your letter of the 22d you say, allud- 
ing to the gunboats, “I know there is danger that they will be fired into, 
injured, perhaps crippled; but this hazard must be incurred to prevent 
the rebels from crossing. Yours will be exposed to no more danger than 
mine.” 

A newspaper correspondent from Fortress Monroe and professing to 
derive his inspiration from the “highest authority”—a great breach of 
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iG 
military and professional decorum—accuses me of withholding the neces- 
sary services of the gunboats and of desiring to keep them out of danger 
by putting them in glass cases. 

I have not learned that for this gross and indecent assault, this 
wicked misrepresentation of an honest and earnest performance of duty 
under high responsibilities, the anonymous correspondent has in any — 
way been corrected. These things constrain me to quote from a report 
by Lieutenant Lamson, under date of Sunday, April 19: 

We have fought the rebels every day since last Saturday except to-day, with a 
heavy loss compared to our force, and the army have laid on their bank or in their 
earthwork without a man hurt, and have utterly failed to render me the assistance 
and support they ought to have given. 

During this time the Mount Washington and Alert had been dis- 
abled and withdrawn for repairs, the former in a serious contest with 
the enemy’s battery at West Branch, having had her boiler exploded, 
her gallows-frame destroyed, and having been otherwise much cut up 
while helpless and aground on the bar commanded. by that battery, 
without the use of her steam. Our loss in this and subsequent une- 
qual contests amounted to one of our vessels entirely disabled and three 
of the other four partially so, and 24 men killed and wounded, a very 
large proportion of our small number of men engaged. The interval of 
two days between the disabling of some vessels and the arrival of others 
on the Upper Nansemond, together with the absence of any naval dem- 
onstration on the part of the enemy in James River, seemed to indicate 
that it was not his intention to cross the Nansemond. Your re-enforce- 
ments giving you as Lam told a strong army of 22,000 men at Suffolk, 
enabling you, as you have just done, to erect works and to defend the 
line of the river; the inability of our little vessels, as shown by subse- 
quent contests with the rebel batteries, to raise the blockade of the 
Upper N ansemond, whilst my transports and tenders were being cut up 
without being adequate to the main object of protecting that line; my 
orders to return the vessels from the Potomac Flotilla as soon as the 
emergency was over, and a requisition upon me to convoy and protect 
Major-General Hooker’s supply vessels going into the Pamunkey, com- 
bined to dispose me to withdraw the light.draughts from the Upper Nan- 
semond, and [ accordingly sent Fleet Captain Crosby to Suffolk to ascer- 
tain facts and to bring them down if practicable, giving due notice to the 
army. But at your and General Peck’s instance I kept them in the 
river, as Shown in my dispatches of the 19th to General Peck before 
and to General Getty after the capture of the battery on the West 
Branch, which capture opened our communications. The former dis- 
patch went through your headquarters. 

I am further constrained to say that it was not until after two failures 
on the part of the army to support Lieutenant Lamson that that young 
officer was finally enabled to put into execution (with the gallant and 
effectual co-operation of the troops under General Getty) the plans 
which he had made and urged to capture the battery at West Branch. 

A due regard for the facts should have prevented the reflection im- 
plied in your letter. The readiness and zeal which the officers and men 
under my command have exhibited in these unequal contests, in which 
our vessels have been ‘fired into, injured, and crippled ;” the ‘gallantry 
‘Noh which they have incurred “hazard to prevent the rebels from cross- 
ing,” these did not tempt me selfishly to misuse the means and lives 
with which I am intrusted for the public welfare to undertake without 
proper explanation an enterprise which is military and not naval—which 
is practicable in the former sense and impossible in the latter. Hence 
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I have taken pains to apprise the military authorities of the insufficiency 
of these means to the ends proposed and urged by them. 

Lieutenants Cushing and Lamson are still in the Nansemond and still 
under instruction to give all the assistance in their power to the army. 
The orders which I have given Lieutenant Lamson not only do not 
restrain but direct his going into the Upper Nansemond when necessary 
and practicable at his discretion. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Fort MONROE, VA., April 28, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 
General-in- Chief : 
Admiral Lee has withdrawn all his gunboats from the Upper Nan- 
semond, against my remonstrance and General Peck’s, leaving us to 
take care of ourselves. We had two unarmed transports at Suffolk, 


which were much wanted, and yesterday I ordered them down. Two 


of our officers, who have been commanding on a gunboat I armed my- 
self, volunteered to pilot them, and they have this morning performed 
the service successfully. Both boats received some cannon-shot and a 
good many rifle-balls, but that we expected. Neither sustained any 
injury worth mentioning, though they were fired on by three batteries 
and from a good many rifle-pits. I have just received the following 
dispatch from General Peck, from which you will see that the enemy is 
in earnest : 
SUFFOLK, VA., April 28, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. JoHn A. DIx: 

The force reperted by Stratton on the Chowan was Garnett’s six regiments of in- 
fantry, one of cavalry, and some artillery, which has joined Longstreet. Garnett 
commanded at Little Washington. The enemy were very active all night, and we 
kept seyeral batteries in play on chopping parties. General Getty reported move- 
ment of troops down the river with artillery, indicative of crossing. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MonrRog, VA., 
April 28, 1863—9.30 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

I have been on the Nansemond to-day. No movements there. Gen- 
eral Garnett’s brigade, from North Carolina, has joined Longstreet. ‘Two 
heavy guns, drawn each by 10 horses, passed through Surry County to 
Suffolk on Tuesday evening, reaching there yesterday. We shall no 
doubt soon hear from them. 

JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


pe 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 28, 1863. 
General Dix: ; 

The enemy opened a new battery with three guns on the river last 
night. Lieutenant Rowe deserves great credit for his exploit. When 
will the guns we talked about be sent ? 

iz JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 
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Fort Monroe, April 28, 1863. — 
Major-General PECK: a 

Captain Baylor already preparing the guns, and they will be sent as 
soon as possible. You will have twelve. oan Hig ais 


Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 28, 1863. 
. Major-General Dix: 
A man who was at Franklin on the 20th says the railway bridge was 
being built; also that he saw two trains of troops coming from Weldon. 
The people told him that 45,000 men were under Longstreet and more 


coming from Carolina. 
JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


Fort MONROE ARSENAL, VA., April 28, 1863. 
Lieut. A. B. JoHNSON, Suffolk, Va. : 

I will send you to-morrow 1,000,000 cartridges, caliber .57, and the re- 
mainder soon after. I will forward the 24 and 12 pounder ammunition 
as soon as it can be prepared. I have telegraphed for the 18-pounder 
ammunition. Your requisitions are large. Have you storage for it? 

: T. G. BAYLOR, 
First Lieutenant, Arsenal, Fort Monroe. 


SUFFOLK, April 28, 1863. 
Lieut. T. G. BAYLOR, 


Commanding Arsenal, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 


I am aware that my requisitions are large, but not as large as the 
general suggested. He thinks we shall soon have use for it all. 

ty Storage is not sufficient, but am assured that more shall be pro- 
vided. 

The amount of daily consumption of ammunition now is not small, 
although reports say “all quiet at Suffolk.” 

A. B. JOHNSON, 
Lieutenant, Ordnance Officer. 


Hpqrs. DEPT. oF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, ; 
Fort Monroe, Va., April 28, 1863. 
General HENRY A. Wis5, 

Or Commanding Officer of the Troops on the Chickahominy : 

Sir: The town of Williamsburg has been occupied, as you are aware, 
by the troops under my command as a picket station or outpost of York- 
town. A large portion of the inhabitants are known not to be well dis- 
posed to the Government of the United States. They have nevertheless 
been quietly pursuing their domestic avocations, been unmolested, and 
have been permitted to supply themselves with the necessaries and 
comforts of life at Yorktown and Fort Monroe. The insane asylum at 
Williamsburg has been put under the superintendence of an army sur- 
geon, and its 300 helpless inmates supplied, at the expense of the United 
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States, with everything necessary to their comfort and with the remedial 
treatment they require. While exercising these offices of humanity the 
troops at Williamsburg have been several times attacked by your forces, 
not with a view to gain and hold possession of the place and to assume 
the guardianship which has been extended to the inhabitants and the 
tenants of the asylum by us, but for the purpose of harassing those who 
were performing this generous service. On the 31st ultimo your forces 
entered and endeavored to take possession of the town, occupying sev- 
eral houses and firing upon the troops, and in this, as I am informed, 
they were aided by some of the inhabitants, who have been living for 
nearly a year under our protection. More recently your forces entered 
the town and took possession of it, placing our employés in the insane 
asylum under parole, carrying off some of the servants, and depriving its 
inmates of the care to which they have been accustomed and which their 
helpless condition renders indispensable. You have by withdrawing 
your forces left the asylum again to our charity and compelled Major- 
General Keyes, the commanding officer of the troops at Yorktown and 
Fort Magruder, to supply it with food to save the patients from starva- 
tion. These raids, under the peculiar circumstances, are in violation of 
every dictate of humanity. Having no result and apparently no object 
but annoyance and a useless sacrifice of life, they are also in violation 
of every principle of honorable warfare. IJ have directed Major-General 
Keyes to reoccupy the town; and that the aggressions referred to may 
cease I give you notice in case of any repetition of them— 

1st. That the inmates of the asylum will be sent to Richmond and the 
United States relieved of the burden of their support ; 

2d. That any house which may be taken possession of for the purpose 
of firing upon the troops stationed there will be razed to the ground ; 
and, 

3d. That any citizen ef Williamsburg not belonging to a regularly 
organized corps who shall be found co-operating in these attacks and 
rising in arms against the occupying troops will be put to death as a 
violator of the laws of civilized warfare. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN ‘A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HpgRS. FIRST DIVISION, HIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Core Creek, Dover Road, April 28, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. SoUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Eighteenth Army Corps: 


CoLONEL: The troops of this command were all in position last night. 
On account of the limited number of cars it took several trips to bring 
everything up.. Colonel Amory’s brigade I sent to the railroad cross- 
ing at Core Creek. He took possession of the bridge and sent a force 
immediately across the creek and as far as the switch. There was 
nothing there. ber 

I marched here (about 12 miles) from Colonel Jones’ camp, arriving 
a little after midnight. I brought with me the brigade of Colonel Lee, 
the section of artillery, and one company of cavalry, with Colonel Jones 
and his regiment. Plank was brought from Colonel Jones’ camp to re- 
pair the bridge here, and it was at the bridge at 1 this morning. A 
force was sent immediately across the creek here, which went out some 
distance on the road, but found nothing. This force still remains across 
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the creek. The cars were running to the creek till late last night, and 
the noise of the whistles was constant and imposing. : : 

At midnight it commenced to rain very heavily,and now the whole 
country is under water. The men are patient and trying to keep warm 
and dry. One shower succeeds another very quickly, and we are wait- 
ing patiently for a lull in the storm. I communicate with Colonel 
Amory, who is about 2 miles from here. ; as 

It is my impression that everything has retired to Kinston; that is, | 
every force of any size. 

With the best care that could be taken a good portion of the men’s . 
rations will be soaked, and to-morrow we will have to get a supply. 
These should be sent to Core Creek by rail. We need 2,500 to 3,000 
rations daily, and the cavalry horses have no forage. There are two 
companies of them here. 

This I shall send by Captain Harris, commissary of Colonel Amory’s 
brigade. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, . 
Brigadier-General. 


UNOFFICIAL.—P. S.—A ration of whisky ought to be sent for the men 
if provisions are to be sent. 
Ly ByPks 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHTP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., April 29, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Drx, U.S. A., 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


‘GENERAL: On the 21st of this month, by the exhibition of a white 
flag on shore by a person in citizen’s dress, a boat from the Stepping 
Stones was lured ashore, fired on by troops in ambush, one of its crew 
killed, and the following-named men taken prisoners, viz: James Cole- 
man, J. MeNiclety, I’. Hopkins, and J. Reed. This was a base transac- 
tion and the men should be surrendered and not exchanged as prisoners 
of war. _Lieutenant Lamson verbally informed me that in a recent com- 
munication by flag of truce at Suffolk the enemy expressed a purpose 
to return these three men. Please have this done. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours, 
: ’ S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Hpqrs. DEPT. or VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY Corps, 
Fort M Va. ; 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hanixox, onroe, Va. April 29, 1863. 


General-in-Ohief : 


GENERAL : Major-General Peck, as you are aware, is performing very 
arduous duties, greater, I presume, than any commander of an army 
corps who has not a separate department. id 
Would it be practicable to create an army corps for him from the 
troops under his command? I could designate the regiments to com- 
pose it without interfering with my own corps—the Seventh, He is 
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greatly in need of the additional staff which such an organization would 


give, and no officer deserves more for his vigilance, discretion, and de- 
votion to his duties. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, April 29, 1863. 
Major-General PEcK: 

Captain Baylor has sent you seven guns and 200 rounds of ammuni- 
tion for each. He has also sent four mortars and 1,000,000 cartridges 
for small-arms. His men are very much overworked, and will keep 
fast to-morrow.* The other five guns will be sent the next day. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 29, 1863. 
Major-General HOOKER, 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac : 


I think I can hold Longstreet here for some time, which will favor 
your operations very materially. When he retires it will only be to his 
two railroads, where he can go to Lee or strike at me, according to cir- 
cumstances. You and I will have plenty of work. He is bridging the 
Blackwater for railroad purposes. The impression is strong that Hill 
will leave North Carolina and join Longstreet. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
(Copy to General Halleck.) 


APRIL 29, 1863. 

Major-General PEcK or Dix, Suffolk, Va.: 
I have fully commenced my operations here. The result may be to 
draw from your front and afford you an opportunity to push or hold 


them. 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
: APRIL 29, 1863. 
Major-General HOOKER, 


Army of the Potomac: 
No change of note here. Heavy rain. Governor Seward was here 


to-day. 
- JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Hpars. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, April 29, 1863. 
General J. G. Foster, New Berne, N. C.: 
My DEAR GENERAL: I have just returned from Suffolk. There isa 
constant interchange of shots from rifle-pits and occasionally from bat- 
teries. The enemy has about 40,000 men. | 


* The day of national humiliation, fasting, and prayer enjoined by the President’s 
proclamation of March 30, 1863. 
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The weak points at Suffolk are the Nansemond, running to the rear 
7 miles, with an average width of less than 100 yards, and a range of 
heights which overlook a portion of our defenses. 

Allyour suggestions have been anticipated, and it willrequire a large 
force to dislodge us. Our line is a long one, but with a reserve force 
in position to be moved promptly to any point of attack I feel confident 
that we are secure. The enemy is bringing siege guns from Petersburg 
and is constructing forts. He has three batteries on the Nansemond, 
and is constructing casemated forts there. All indicate that he has 
come to stay. I visit Suffolk every other day. Ihave entire confidence 
in General Peck, whose prudence, watchfulness, and good judgment 
leave nothing to be desired. y tA. 

I am greatly indebted to you for the diversion you are making, and 
if you can keep General Hill where he is you will render us a great 
service. 

General Hooker has moved with his whole army. It is large, well 
disciplined, and amply provided with all the matériel of war; great and 
confident hopes are entertained of the success of his movement on Rich- 
mond. I have never thought it the right way to that capital, but join 
in the general hope. 

We have a cavalry force at South Mills and shall keep open the canal 
route as long as we can. It would be well, however, to exercise some 
caution in using it and arrange so as to secure the destruction of the 
dispatches with which a messenger is charged if he should chance to 
be intercepted. 

I am, dear general, truly, yours, 


.- JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
Piease keep me advised of your movements. 


HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE, 
Washington, N. C., April 29, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Highteenth Army Corps : 


COLONEL: Major-General Foster, commanding Highteenth Army 
Corps, informed me that Washington, N. C., had been made a military 
post, and that my brigade had been ordered there, and that I was to 
command the post while General Prince was to command the District of 
the Pamlico, and that Washington would be included in that district 
and form part of his command. I also received very fall verbal instrue- 
tions from General Foster in regard to the management of the post, as ° 
well as to what he desired should be done to strengthen its defenses. I 
accordingly (after reporting on my arrival here to General Wessells, who 
was in command at that time) fully complied with all of General Foster’s 
verbal instructions so far as they applied to the south side of the river 
by disposing of part of the troops at Hill’s Point and Rodman’s farm, 
at the cross-roads, Red Hill, &c., in exact conformity with the general’s 
instructions; but after General Prince’s arrival I discovered that his 
views did not correspond with those of General Foster. He informed 
me that he had received no written orders defining his duties or mine; 
but he issued the annexed (General Orders, No. 2) from his headquar. 
ters on the afternoon of April 28, 1863, and on April 29, 1863, at 6.45 
o’clock p. m., | was served with General Orders, No. 3, from the head- 
quarters of General Prince, a copy of which is also hereto attached. 
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If I have misunderstood General Foster, I deeply regret it; but it is 
utterly impossible that I could do so, as the conversation was too defi- 
nite and explicit. I write now for the purpose of asking that my duties as 
commander of the post may be defined by an order. My desire is to serve 
my country to the best of my ability, but I can be of no benefit to the 
service in my present position unless I either have some instructions to 
guide me or I am allowed to proceed according to my own judgment. 

By General Orders, No. 2 (hereto annexed), the defenses of the post 
were placed under my command. This morning I commenced throwing 
up an earthwork at a point to the right of Block-house No. 3, where 
General Potter indicated that General Foster desired it should be done; 
but, as the order of General Prince defining my duties and placing the 
defenses of the post under my command has been rescinded, I do not 
feel at liberty to proceed with this or any of the other works necessary 
for the defense of the place until I shall receive.an explicit order to do 
so, as Orders No. 2 placed me not only in command of the defenses of 
the post but also of the troops stationed here. That being now rescinded 
it leaves me without any command. 

I did feel a desire to aid in driving back the enemy that now seems 
to be hovering around this place. In fact I was in hopes that I would 
be able to make it too warm for them to have even a picket within 20 
miles of Washington, much less to be allowed to remain in force within 
6 or 7 miles of this place. 

A Mrs. Lucinda Willard, from the neighborhood of Beaver Dam, and 
who says that General Potter knows her very well, came to our lines 
to-day on the Plymouth road and informed me that the enemy was en- 
camped in large force at Tranter’s Creek, and that they intended mak- 
ing another attack upon the place, both by land and with a floating 
battery which they are to bring down the river, and that their object. 
this time is to burn the town. She says that the rebel soldiers have 
been writing this to their families in her vicinity for the past three or 
four days. I make the statement for whatitisworth. If General Pot- 
ter knows her he can tell whether any reliance should be putin what she 
says. Her statement in regard to the troops and their location is con- 
firmed from other sources. However, I think it would be well to havea 
strong work erected on the extreme left of our lines, as in case they 
should take it in their heads to approach the place by the river and at 
a time when the gunboats might be engaged below the bridge they could 
give us some trouble unless we have everything ready for their recep- 
tion. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. B. SPINOLA, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers. 


[Inclosures.] 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE PAMLICO, 
No. 2. } Washington, N. O., April 28, 1863. 


I. The military post of Washington consists of the immediate defenses 
of that place. The town and citizens are not included in the military 
post. The command of those defenses and of the troops will devolve 
upon Brigadier-General Spinola. The town is in charge of the provost- 
marshal, whose authority emanates from headquarters of the district. 

II. No interference with private property excepting by or through 
the provost-marshal will be sanctioned. 


vy 
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III. The slashings and abatis about the defenses of works in this 
district will be carefully protected by the troops and preserved; no in- 
terference with them will by aa ete 

By order of Brig. Gen. Henry Prince: 

i i : S. W. WALDRON, Jr., 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE PAMLICO, 
No. 3. } Washington, N. 0., April 29, 1863. 


Paragraph I of General Orders, No. 2, Headquarters District of the 
Pamlico, Washington, N. C., April 28, 1863, is hereby rescinded. 
By command of Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, commanding district : 
S. W. WALDRON, JR., 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE PAMLICO, 
Washington, N. C., April 29, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. SourHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Highteenth Army Corps: 


COLONEL: I have the honor to report the following interesting facts, 
showing how by timely orders to a grand guard I probably saved it i 
from capture: ; 

On visiting the pickets over the river day before yesterday, the day 
on which I took command here, I found a grand guard (1 captain, 2 lieu- 
tenants, and 70 enlisted men of infantry, and 2 cavalry soldiers) sta- ; 
tioned at the cross-roads. Considering them so much out of place as to 
be a mere invitation to the enemy to come and take them, I ordered all \ 
the vedettes to be called in at once, so that no time should be lost, and 
that the force should retire with all dispatch to inside of Red Hill, de- 
fining the position to be occupied. This was at 11 o’clock a. m. 

I have to-day the most perfectly reliable intelligence that at 12 m. 
day before yesterday, Daniel’s brigade (five counted regiments and 
some cavalry) arrived near the chapel which is 1 mile from the cross- 
roads toward Greenville. They halted half a mile before reaching the 
chapel and ‘made ready for a fight and sent forward the cavalry to 
the cross-roads.” But the informant does not know why the cavalry 
soon returned, when the brigade immediately marched back on the 
Greenville road and made their headquarters at Taft’s Store, 15 miles 
from here. , 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ant HENRY PRINCE, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding. 


N. B.—A reliable man on the Greenville road this evening sent me 
this message: “They are all gone from Taft’s Cross-Roads, but I do not 
know which way.” Probably Taft’s Store and Cross-Roads refer to same 
place, and that Daniel has gone to Virginia. 

On the 26th the Pifty-ninth North Carolina, a cavalry regimentin good 
condition employed on the north side throughout the siege, was relieved 
at its camp, 10 miles this side of Greenville, by the broken-down regi- 
ment of Claiborne. The former “went off for Suffolk.” This informant 
is Private Ferris, a deserter from the Fifty-ninth. 


oe. 
4 
: 


a 
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_ GENERAL. cere Hp@Rs. EIGHTEENTH ARMy Corps, 
No. 68. New Berne, April 29, 1863. 


The general commanding desires to express to the officers and men 
of the Third New York Volunteer Cavalry his appreciation of their gal- 
lant conduct and efficiency in the various actions and skirmishes in 
which they have been engaged with the enemy during their year’s service 


in the Department of North Carolina. 


- viously directed in orders. 


The regiment will inscribe upon its standard and the several com- 
panies upon their guidons the names of battles and skirmishes as pre- 
The battle-flag of the Seventh Confederate (Claiborne) Cavalry, which 
was captured from the enemy in the gallant charge by a detachment of 


Companies A and E against superior numbers near Little Washington 


on the 18th day of April instant, is presented to the regiment as a 
distinguished mark of the favor and appreciation in which the gallant 
services of this command are held. 

By command of Major-General Foster: 

[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN,] 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Fort MONROE, VA., 
April 30, 1863—3.30 p.m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, ; 
General-in- Chief : 

The Ninth Regiment New York Volunteers is, I find, determined to 
leave on Sunday. It is one of the best regiments I have and I cannot 
afford to lose it at this moment. Can you give me another regiment in 
place of it? If not, can I have the company of heavy artillery at Fort 
McHenry belonging to Colonel Roberts’ regiment here? I am told 
General Morris did not need it and thought of mounting it. With this 
and the two companies you have ordered from Fort Delaware I will try 
to manage, if you cannot give me another regiment. 

; JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, April 30, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

What does General Halleck say about the corps? One is due for my 
services, which havelong been more arduous and responsible than most 
corps commanders. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., April 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOSEPH HOOKER,’ 
Commanding Army of the Potomac : 

Weare invested at Suffolk by a superior force, but are getting stronger 
every day. I returned from there last evening. If the enemy attacks 
he will fare badly. A successful movement on your part, for which we 
are all most anxious, will be of great service to us by preventing Long- 
street from being further re-enforced and may compel him to with- 
draw. 7 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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'  ApRit 30, 1863—12.30 noon. 
Major-General Drx, Fort Monroe: : oes 
The enemy has need of every man here. He has his hands full. Rely 


this. I can say no more. 
MOF bi : Yi JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
(Copy to General Peck.) 


SUFFOLK, April 30, 1863. 
Major-General HOOKER, ing 
Commanding Army of the Potomac : 

The enemy opened upon the Commodore Barney this afternoon with 
one Whitworth, one 30-pounder, and one 35-pounder Parrott. The 
Barney and Captain Morris’ battery, in Fort Stevens, silenced the bat- 
tery very handsomely. Heavy rain for two days and much mud. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


ee 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN A. DIx, 
Department of Virginia : 

The enemy opened early this morning from near Le Compte’s house 
with one Whitworth gun, one 30 and one 35 pounder Parrott. This 
afternoon they opened on the Commodore Barney, and the battery was 
silenced by the Barney and Captain Morris’ battery, in Fort Stevens. 
We hold Hill’s Point again. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


YY 


Fort Monroe, April 30, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 

I have asked a corps for you and will advise you the moment I hear. 
JOHN A. DIX. 


SUFFOLK, VA., April 30, 1863. 
General Dix: 

Our gunboats ought not to leave Elizabeth City, as they can com- 
mand the lowest approach from Carolina by Camden. That route turns 
South Mills. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. ‘ 


Fort MoNnrRog, V4.,, 
; April 30, 1863—6 p. m. 
Brigadier-General RIPLEY: . ink 
General Dix requests that six 30-pounder Parrott guns, implements, 
and equipments be sent to him as soon as possible. The enemy are 
bringing up heavy guns against the works at Suffolk, and these guns, 


with some 100-pounders that I will get from the forts here, are deemed 
necessary to meet them. ; 


T. G. BAYLOR, 
First Lieutenant of Ordnance. 


Oe, ee 
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pare nm Sh sae VA., April 30, 1863. 
Have had a party at Lake Drummond to-day. They went up the 
J ericho Canal and then moved up the Washington until they met the 
rebel pickets. Everything is looking well. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


; Fort MONROE, April 30, 1863. 
Major-General KEYES, 
Commanding, Yorktown : 


_Has my letter gone to General Wise? Do you think it would be ad- 
visable for us to let the Confederates take charge of the insane asylum? 
They would be sending in and going out for supplies and it seems to 
me it would be a means of communication with the rebels. Douglass 
can come back as steward, if you think proper, under our superintend- 
ence. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTH CoRPS, 
Yorktown, April 30, 1863. 
Major-General Drx, 
Commanding Department of Virginia, Fort Monroe - 

Your letter to Governor Wise was sent from Williamsburg yesterday 
at 5 p. m. 

Our picket line now embraces that town. The case of the insane 
asylum is a difficult matter in our hands or with the Confederates. If 
they have it, it would afford a standing pretext for visits from their 
emissaries, which evil must be balanced by our troubles with the institu- 
tion. I would like to have you decide the question. Douglass l regard 


as a pretty bad rebel. 
E. D. KEYES, 


Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, April 30, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 25th is received. Whilst I have, by 
assuming authority, promptly complied with your requisitions for ma- 
tériel of war for quartermasters’ vessels, the reference of all your requi- 
sitions, especially those for general outfits for such vessels, to the De- 
partment was strictly obligatory upon me. Among these articles which, 
had I approved your requisition, I would have been obliged to have 
had purchased in Baltimore for you were sixty hammocks, which now 
cost $5.75 each. The officer who brought your requisitions in answer 
to my questions why the quartermaster did not make these purchases 
replied because they would not be allowed in his accounts. Could I 
properly do for that Department what it could not properly do for itself? 
The necessities of the war have obliged the Navy to use Fortress Mon- 
roe as atemporary depot. This has afforded the Army the opportunity 
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to extend to the Navy very considerable facilities, and this has always 
been kindly done and gratefully received. There is a difference, how- 
ever, between lending a spare tug or wagon already provided for the 
use of the Army and buying such a tug to be given to the Navy with- 
out proper authority to do so. In vindication of your policy of provid- 
ing an army-navy for the defense of the Upper N ansemond you speak 
of your gunboat, Smith Briggs, as being one of your “ chief supports at 
Suifolk in consequence of our gunboats being withdrawn;” and in your 
letter to me of the 22d you say: “My two armed steamers are to remain 
there. Yours are to be exposed to no more danger than mine,” and | 
you encourage me by a reference to the safe running by the Vicksburg 
batteries of our iron-clads under cover of night with high water and a 
swift current. : 

As to the withdrawal of the gunboats, Lieutenant Lamson was obliged 
to drop down below the bar, that is to say; from the Upper to the Lower 
Nansemond, on account of the abandonment, against the earnest re- 
monstrance of Lieutenants Cushing and Lamson, of the captured rebel 
battery by our troops after it had been held by the cross-fire of the 
gunboats, whilst the troops so strengthened it in the rear with rifle-pits, 
intrenchments, embrasures, and artillery as to make it almost impreg- 
nable, and which, while occupied by the enemy, had harassed the gun- 
boats considerably and cut off their communications by commanding 
the bar, over which but one of them could pass at or near low water. 

Had this battery been held it, with our battery nearly opposite, would 
have afforded the gunboats a cover above the bar, whence they might 
at any time of tide have moved up in front of our earthworks, which 
Lieutenant Lamson informs me now line the right bank of Nansemond 
Creek. Your gunboat West End dropped below the bar when our gun- 
boats did so, but Lieutenant Lamson informed me it refused to stop to 
ferry back your troops. F 

As to your other gunboat, the Smith Briggs, I am informed she never 
engaged the batteries, but has laid at Suffolk expending navy ammu- 
nition, which has been freely supplied to her, in shelling the woods. 
I cannot see how she or any other gunboat could have proved a “ host 
at Suffolk.” It would seem better to have the guns mounted in bat- 
teries ashore than on gunboats floating in the ditch before the battery or 

fort. The West Branch Battery not having been reoccupied by the 

enemy, it was picketed by you or us. Some of the navy gunboats were 
to go above the bar yesterday. I suppose when the boats get above 
the battery the enemy, if in force, will reoceupy it. 

I hope you will see in this only a purpose to put myself and my com- 
mand. right on the record. I close with the earnest assurance that I 
will always be, as I always have been, happy to co-operate with you, 
and that whatever means are at my command shall be at your service 
within the extent of my authority. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEH, 
Acty. Kear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Hlizabeth City, April —, 1863. 
Assistant Adjutant-General Horrman: 
Str: I make the following report of the forces under my command at 
this post to this date: 
I was sent here by General Palmer February 28. I have one company 
of Eighth Massachusetts, 80 men; one of the Third Massachusetts, 75 
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men; one North Carolina company of about 20 men ; two armed schoon- 
ers, with 26 men each, and about 100 negroes as laborers. 

March 12 I sent a party of soldiers from the North Carolina company 
into the woods for wood with 12 negroes. After being there a short time 
they were attacked by about 40 guerrillas and 1 negro killed and 2 
wounded and 3 of the soldiers taken and carried away prisoners. Soon 
as the alarm was given I sent a company in pursuit, but they having 
taken up the bridge were not overtaken by our forces. 

I hate kept the negroes employed lately in throwing up an intrench- 
ment and have it nearly finished. I shall then send those that are not 
needed here to New Berne. 

Nothing more occurred until the 6th of April. Captain Sanders, of 
the North Carolina company, with a detail of 7 soldiers and 10 negroes, 
was sent down the river in a schooner after wood; the wind blowing, 
they were not able to land that day; he returned home and left the men 
on board; in the evening they went on shore to see their families, and 
were all taken and carried away to Richmond prisoners, leaving that 
_ company now with only 14 men for duty. Had wea company of cavalry 
here J think we might rid this section of the country from the guerrillas. 
As it is now, unless we go out in a large force, we are liable to be picked 
off. We have now six horses and one yoke of oxen, enough to do our 
teaming. Previous to your last instructions, under General Palmer’s 
order I had returned to the persons taken from 10 horses and 13 mules, 
and have given receipts for the rest. 

We have received no rations since I arrived here, although I have sent 
two requisitions, and I have been obliged to forage upon the citizens, and 
if the Government is to pay for them it will be much more expensive 
than if sent from New Berne, as provisions are scarce and high. 

The negroes are very much in need of clothing, not having received 
any pay or clothing from the Government and have been employed 
seven months. . 

Yours, respectfully, 
J. W. WALLIS, 
Major, Commanding Post, Elizabeth City, N. C. 


Abstract from Tri-monthly Return of the Department of Virginia (Seventh Army Corps), 
Maj. Gen. John A. Dix commanding, for April 30, 1863 (headquarters Fort Monroe, Va.). 
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Norr.—The Monthly Return for April gives the “ Aggregate present” as 39,095, 
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Organization of troops in the Department of Virginia, Major-General Dia 4 
commanding, April 30, 1863. 
SUFFOLK. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN J. PECK. 
FIRST DIVISION, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS. 


Brig. Gen. MICHAEL CORCORAN. 


Terry’s Brigade.” Foster's Brigade. . 
Brig. Gen. H. D. TERRY. Col. R. S. Foster. 
99th New York [N. G. A.]. 6th Massachusetts. 
130th New York. 18th Indiana. 
New York (Battalion) Sharpshooters. 112th New York. 
167th Pennsylvania. 169th New York. 
11th Rhode Island. 165th Pennsylvania. 


166th Pennsylvania. 
Murphy’s Brigade. 


Col. MaTHEW Murpnuy. 


10th New Jersey. 

69th New York. 
155th New York. 
164th New York. 
170th New York. 


GETTY’S DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE. W. GETTY. 


First Brigade. Third Brigade. 
Col. R. C. HAWKINS. Col. A. H. DuTTON. 
10th New Hampshire. 21st Connecticut. 
9th New York. 13th New Hampshire. 
89th New York. 25th New Jersey. ! 
103d New York. 4th Rhode Island. 


117th New York. 
Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. EDWARD HARLAND, 


8th Connecticut. 
11th Connecticut. 


15th Connecticut. 1st Pe 1 i 
16th Connecticut. sth U. | 8, Battery eg . 


Artillery. 


GURNEY’S DIVISION. 


Col. Witt1AM GURNEY. 


Porter’s Brigade. Hughston’s Brigade. 


Col. B. PortEr. Col. RoBERT S. HuGuHsTon. 


40th Massachusetts. ® 127th New York. 
22d Connecticut. 142d New York. 
141st New York. 143d New York. 


144th New York. 


*On the Monthly Return the Twenty-sixth Michi 


2 : gan and the One hundred and fifty- 
second New York appear in this brigade instead of th j ni y 
Neer elation, g ad of the Ninety-ninth New York and 
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RESERVE BRIGADE. 
Col. D. W. WaRDROP. 


99th New York.* — 
118th New York. 
Sth Vermont. 
19th Wisconsin. 


UNATTACHED, 


1st New York Mounted Rifles. 
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

1st Delaware Battery. 

7th Massachusetts Battery. 

3d Pennsylvania Artillery. 
16th New York Battery. 
19th New York Battery. 

4th U.S. Artillery, Battery D. 

4th U.S. Artillery, Battery L. 

2d Wisconsin Battery. 

4th Wisconsin Battery. 


YORKTOWN. 


Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. KryeEs. 


King’s Brigade. Advance Brigade. 
4th Delaware. Col. R. M. WEstT 
168th New York. 5 
169th Pennsylvania. 139th New York. 
179th Pennsylvania. 172d Pennsylvania. 


178th Pennsylvania. 
5th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
Artillery detachment. 


Unattached. 
2d Massachusetts Cavalry, First Battalion. 
6th New York Cavalry, Third Battalion. 
ist New York Artillery, Batteries H and F. 
8th New York Battery. 


ist Pennsylvania Artillery, Batteries E and H. 
5th U.S. Artillery, Battery M. 


NORFOLK. 
Brig. Gen. Eq@prert L, VIELE. 
148th New York. 
173d Pennsylvania. 
177th Pennsylvania. 


11th Pennsylvania Cavalry (one company). 
7th New York Battery. 


FORT MONROE. 
Col, S. M. ALFoRD, 
3d New York. 
CAMP HAMILTON. 
Maj. JOHN A. DARLING. 


3d Pennsylvania Artillery (five companies). 
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry (one company). 


"Appears also in Terry’s brigade, First Division, Seventh Army Corps. 
+ Department Headquarters. 
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Organization of the Eighteenth Army Corps, Department of North Caro-— 


lina, Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. 8. Army, commanding, April 30, 1863. 


FIRST DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. InNis N. Pater. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 

Col. T. J. C. Amory. Col. H. C. Ler. 
17th Massachusetts. 5th Massachusetts. 
43d Massachusetts. 25th Massachusetts. 
45th Massachusetts. : 27th Massachusetts. 


3 51st Massachusetts. | 46th Massachusetts. 


SECOND DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Henry M, NaGurn, 


First Brigade. Second Brigade.* 
a 
Brig. Gen. Cuartes A, HecKMAN. Col. W. W. H. Davis. 
23d Massachusetts, 11th Maine. 
9th New Jersey. 100th New York. 
81st New York. 52d Pennsylvania. 
98th New York. 104th Pennsylvania. 
: Independent New York Battalior. 
THIRD DIVISION.* 
Brig. Gen. O. S. Frrry, 
First Brigade. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. J. B. Hower tt, 


56th New York. 


Col. FRANCIS A. OsBoRN. 
29th Illinois, 


58th Pennsylvania. 62d Ohio. 
85th Pennsylvania. 67th Ohio. 
174th Pennsylvania. 176th Pennsylvania. 


* Detached, in De 


partment of the South with th : FCS 
Pennsylvania. BA: ® exception of the Fifty eighhh 


7 


at 


Brig. Gen, Lewis C. Hunt, 


85th New York. 

92d ~New York. 

_ 96th New York. 
101st Pennsylvania. 
103d Pennsylvania. 


First Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. F. B. Sprnowa. 


158th Pennsylvania. 


168th Pennsylvania. 


17ist Pennsylvania. 
175th Pennsylvania. 


First Brigade. 
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FOURTH DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. Henry W. WESsSELLS. 


Second Brigade. 


10th Connecticut. * 

24th Massachusetts. * 

44th Massachusetts. 
5th Rhode Island. 


FIFTH DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY PRINCE. 


Second Brigade. 


3d Massachusetts. 

8th Massachusetts. 
132d New York. 
158th New York. 


ARTILLERY. 
Brig. Gen. J. H. Lrpxin. 
3d New York (twelve companies). 
23d New York Battery. 
24th New York Battery. 


1st Rhode Island, Battery F. 
1st U. S., Battery C. 


UNAITA OHED. 


3d New York Cavalry, Col. S. H. Mix. 
1st North Carolina (Union). 


Col. JAMES JOURDAN. 
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Brig. Gen. THoMAS G. STEVENSON. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 


Washington, May 1, 1863—1 p. m. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


We find it impossible to send you another regiment now. 


Every 


available man is employed. I think the siege of Suffolk will very soon 


be raised. 


Major-General PEcK, Suffolk, Va.: 


H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-C hief. 


May 1, 1863—7.30 p. m. 


Hood’s and Pickett’s divisions, of Longstreet’s corps, are in our front; 
so reported by deserters and prisoners captured to-day. This will leave 
nothing of Longstreet’s command in your front but Ransom, if he is 


there. 


DANL. BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


* The larger portion of regiment detached in the Department of the South. 
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SUFFOLK, VA., May 1, 1863. | 
General D. BUTTERFIELD, Army of the Potomac : 

There may be portions of Longstreet’s troops with your opponents. 
If so, they are the first installments. Deserters and contrabands who 
came in yesterday from Hood’s and Pickett’s divisions agree in all 
points with others that have fallen into our hands. The pickets of 
Corse, Garnett, and Law are on all the roads now. There have been 
heavy rains here for afew days. Longstreet had two railroads in about 


16 mil f his line. 
eee JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


(Sent by General Butterfield to General Hooker 11.45 p. m.) 


Fort Monror, May 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN J. PECK: 

Among the many marvels of this war are the impossibility on our 
part of getting information as to the enemy and the facility withwhich _ 
he ascertains everything as to us. I allude especially to General But- : 
terfield’s dispatch to you stating that Hood’s and Pickett’s divisions 
are in front of the Army of the Potomac. 

JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., May 1, 1863. 
General Dix: 

There may be some regiments of Longstreet’s on their way. Prob- 
ably they are the first installments. His line was only about 15 or 16 
miles from his two railways. If So, it shows that the rebels knew of 
Hooker’s moves before we did. Deserters and contrabands came in 
yesterday, giving the same reports as heretofore, and appear entitled 
to full credit. If Lee has called for him his necessities must be pressing. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, May 1, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

Have just examined one of the deserters of Garnett’s brigade, re- 
cently from North Carolina. He Says about what all have said from 
the outset as to the force and design. His captain said Longstreet 
yanle try to take Suffolk, and that he had telegraphed for re-enforce- 
ments. 

JOHN J. PEOK, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 


Off Newport News, Va., May 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, U.S. A., 


Commanding Department of North Carolina : 
: GENERAL: I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt at the hands of 
Captain Gouraud of your communication of April 25, 
The proposition regarding Smith’s Island has been submitted to the 
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Navy Department, which has expressed its approval, providing the 
necessary co-operating force is furnished from the army. The Depart. 
ment informs me that it has unofficial information that Major-General 
Halleck promises to suggest to you to assist in any way you can, with 
the force under your command, in carrying out this object. I have 
ventured to send a copy of your letter to the Navy Department, with 
the expression of my hope that the War Department would find it ex- 
pedient to furnish you with means sufficient to undertake and success- 
fully accomplish so desirable a work. I hope that you will soon be 
supplied with the necessary means to enable you to communicate to me 
your readiness to put the project into execution. I will be prompt as 
far as my means will allow to render all proper naval assistance. 

With many thanks for the cordial manner in which you have met the 
proposition, and with many hopes for your success in the movement on 
Kinston, I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 

Ss. P 


Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., May 1, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. J. G. FOSTER, U.S. A., 
Commanding Department of North Carolina: 


GENERAL: I had the honor to receive on the 27th ultimo your in- 
teresting and instractive communication of the 22d ultimo, giving your 
views respecting the occupation of posts within the limits of your com- 
mand. 

It was only in connection with the occupation of such posts by the 
Navy, as a part of their defense, that the subject claimed my official at- 
tention. 

I meant in my communication of the 17th to refer only to positions 
in the Sounds cf North Carolina, and not to Fort Macon and Bean- 
fort Harbor, the defense of which, and of Hatteras Inlet, is of obvious 
necessity. 

As to Roanoke Island, I suppose it best that the abandoned rebel 
works there should be razed and the obstructions in Croatan Sound 
removed. Then such observation or police as would prevent any at- 
tempts at reconstruction might answer; but even if reoccupied by the 
enemy we could, if there were not too many other places to guard, con- 
centrate and dislodge them. But this position does not receive naval 
occupation at present, and therefore is only referred to in view of future 
demands. Your views in respect to New Berne, Washington, and Ply- 
mouth possess great force. They would require considerable military 
defenses, however, to accomplish all you have in view. They are sickly 
places; Plymouth especially. 

The enemy can build gunboats on the Tar above Washington, and 
on the Roanoke above Plymouth, though their facilities would be bet- 
ter at the towns if they held them. 

The question with us is how many places can we profitably hold, com- 
paring the advantages with the expense of possession. Wedo not hold 
Blizabeth City, Edenton, Hertford, Winfield, &c., nor does the enemy 
derive any visible advantage from having access to them. 

My general view of our policy is to take places which the enemy has 
. fortified ; to level his works of defense, and then to leave these places as 


, 
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they were before the rebellion, unless they are of particular military im- 
portance, in which case they would require and justify proper defenses. 

Where a place is held it seems to me that the military occupation 
ought to be as complete as practicable in itself; and when this cannot 
be done the occupation becomes one of questionable propriety to the 
extent that gunboats are permanently needed for its defense. 

I do not desire or attempt to interfere with your military plans, and 
I fully appreciate the good spirit in which you favor me with your views. 
It is certainly my wish and purpose to co-operate heartily with you. 
I shall be glad if this interchange of ideas will lead to such an examina- 
tion of the subject as will show in connection with each necessary mili- 
tary occupation precisely what kind and extent of naval force is re- 
quired inthe Sounds. It appears to me that the naval part of our policy 
there is to have such a force as can co-operate in expeditions with the 
army, and in the mean time, by cruising and as guard vessels, preserve 
the blockade and the police of the waters. 

Should the enemy build gunboats on the rivers above the towns the 
naval force should be sufficient to destroy his vessels before they unite 
or after they have combined. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE PAMLICO, 
No. 5. Washington, N. C., May 1, 1863. 

I. Pursuant to orders from the Headquarters of the Department of 
North Carolina it is hereby announced that the lines are closed. No 
ingress or egress can be permitted, and no trade whatever with persons 
living beyond the lines. 

All persons who have taken the oath of allegiance are hereby warned 
against any unauthorized communication with persons residing within 
the enemy’s lines, by letter or otherwise. 

* * * * * * * 
By order of Brig. Gen. Henry Prince: - 
S. W. WALDRON, JR., 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


; WAR DEPARTMENT, 
; Washington, D. C., May 2, 1863—10 a. m. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va. : 


Measures should be taken to ascertain the force of the enemy in front 
of Suffolk. If, as is supposed, the mass of Longstreet’s troops has joined 
Lee, the demonstration agreed upon should be immediately made. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


; MAy 2, 1863. 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Chief: 
A demonstration was made on the enemy’s line yesterday, which 
brought out a considerable force. An attack was to have been made 
on one of the batteries last night, but was probably postponed for want . 


‘i 
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of boats to be brought from Norfolk. Every effort will be made to 
ascertain prompily his strength. I telegraphed General Peck on the 
subject last night, after my return from Suffolk, in consequence of a 
dispatch from General Butterfield stating that Hood’s and Pickett’s 
divisions were reported on General Hooker’s front. I have just re- 
ceived a dispatch from General Peck in which he says deserters from 
Pickett’s division state that they saw Pickett yesterday and that no 
brigades have gone from Longstreet’s command. They received orders 
to be ready to move last night, but the orders were countermanded. 
One of the deserters—a Texan—says that Hood was there yesterday. 
Jenkins’ division is before Suffolk. I will direct General Peck to make 
a reconnaissance in force and will be ready to make the movement re- 
ferred to by you promptly. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
_ Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTomac, 
May 2, 1863—11.30 a. m. 
General E. D. KryEs, Yorktown, Va.: 

Our cavalry ought yesterday or to-day to have been in rear of enemy, 
on the Richmond and Fredericksburg road, at its crossing of the Pa- 
munkey or in that vicinity, and have destroyed it. Use every possible 
means to get any information, and telegraph it to us and oblige. Things 


are very lively here now. 
DANL. BUTTERFELD, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


May 2, 1863. 
Major-General HooKER, Army of the Potomac: 

Deserters from Pickett’s division state that they saw Pickett on the 
1st and that no brigades have gone from Longstreet’s command. They 
received orders to be ready to move last night, but the orders were 
countermanded. One of these is a Texan, who states that Hood was 
here yesterday. Jenkins’ division is here. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
May 2, 1863—11.10 a. m. 
Major-General PECK, Suffolk, Va., and 
Colonel KELTON, Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 
Two deserters here from Pickett’s division. Left him on the Black- 
water April 30, and no signs of a movement then. 
DANL. BUTTERFIELD, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
May 2, 1863. 
General BUTTERFIELD, Army of the Potomac: 
Let me ask explanation of the last clause—no signs of a movement 
then. Does that refer to Longstreet’s move or General Hooker’s? 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


~ 
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May 2, 1863—6.40 p. m. 

Major-General PECK: ruled 

The last clause referred to movements of their divisions in front of 
you, meaning that there were no signs of these divisions in your front 
moving, as we understood it. The deserters have gone to Washington. 
We are in full movement and have been for some time. . 

: DANL. BUTTERFIELD, 

Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


Fort Monroe, May 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN J. PECK: 

The children [cavalry] of the Army of the Potomac were to have cut 
the railroad at the Pamunkey, half way from Fredericksburg to Rich- 
mond, yesterday. Watch the enemy closely to-night and make a re- 
connaissance in force to-morrow morning. ‘ 
JOHN A. DIX, 

Major-General. 


) SUFFOLK, VA., May 2, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

‘I organized a command before the reception of your dispatch cover- 
ing your suggestions. But the telegram from Butterfield to the effect 
that no movement had been made here on the 30th agrees with all the 
evidences up to this time. Did they cut the line? 

JOHN J. PEOK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 


May 2, 1863—8.15 p. m. 
Major-General PEcK, Suffolk, Va. : 


Our latest and most reliable information from Richmond is as follows. 
Am inclined to the belief that this will prove true: 


Our friend just returned. The works around Richmond are most formidable. At 
Meadow Bridge and Mechaniesville route they are intended for field artillery. No 
guns in position, At Richmond are the City Battalion and some artillery. Twenty- 
seven hundred rations issued to troops in Richmond in active service. General Wise 
has 5,000 on the Peninsula, Longstreet has three divisions at Suffolk. When they 
left Lee they were each 8,000 strong. Their effective force, all told, not over 15,000 
men JD. H. Hillis ordered from Washington to re-enforce Longstreet’s corps. He 

‘may, however, take Longstreet’s place at Suffolk and Lee may be re-enforced by 


Longstreet, 
DANL. BUTTERFIELD, 
Ohief of Staff. 


; SUFFOLK, Va., May 2, [1863, | 
Via Fort Monroe, Va., May 4, 1863—12.30 a. m. 
General BUTTERFIELD, 
Chief of Staff, Headquarters Army of the Potomac: 


It is important to arrive at correct conclusions regarding Longstreet’s 
force. You say three divisions left Fredericksburg with 24,000. My 
information from more than 100 individuals has been that his force was 
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28,000 to 30,000. One of the spies, who has spent weeks in their camps, 
supplied a list of that army, as well as Lee’s, and 28,000 was the figure 
on April 1. He has enforced the conscription most vigorously in sey- 
eral counties, not heretofore visited, on this side of the Blackwater. 
He has been joined by 4,000 from Hill, and perhaps more; but the ad- 
vance of Hooker will soon force him to the river. His men are ready 
to go at a moment’s warning. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
(Copy to General Halleck.) 


May 2, 1863. 
General D1Ix:: 


The papers from the other line have the idea that Longstreet 1s up 
there and this was a foraging expedition. This correction proves that 
my limited sources of information have been better than General 
Hooker’s for many weeks. General Longstreet has his own campaign 
and will not give it up until compelled to do so. The people at Wash- 
ington should understand the nature of this siege of twenty-two days. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


4 SUFFOLK, VA., May 2, 1863—8.50 p. m. 
General Dix: 


By a later dispatch from General Butterfield it is now understood 
that no troops have left my front. It is now reported to me that a 
train arrived at sunset and that troops were seen about the railway 
station. ; ’ 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


MAY 2, 1863. 
General Dix: 

Richmond Enquirer of 30th has a column on Hooker’s advance and 
the adjunct by way of Suffolk. It thinks that “‘ Longstreet has broken 
up the camp of negro-stealing Yankees, destroyed the command, and 
thereby inflicted a fatal blow to Hooker, involving a change of his plans.” 

JOHN J. PECK. 
Major-General. 


Hpagrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 2, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. LEE, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


ADMIRAL: Your letter of the 29th ultimo contains some references 
to affairs on the Nansemond which concern the immediate commander 
there more nearly than myself, and a copy will be forwarded to him. 

I desire to acknowledge, as I always have, the readiness with which 
my calls on you for aid have been answered. In regard to differences 
of opinion between us concerning our respective duties I have ‘done all 
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in my power to confine the knowledge of them to those immediately — 


around me and my official superiors. How difficult it is to carry out 
such a purpose in this country of free discussion I need not suggest to 
you. My own public conduct in this department has in more instances 
than one been criticised in a most unjust and offensive manner by 
a correspondent whom I knew, but as it did not affect any public 
interest I did not notice it, although I have sent three out of the depart- 
ment—two for giving military information and one for interference with 
officials. In regard to the newspaper article referred to by you, the mo- 


ment my attention was called to it (for I rarely read correspondents’ — 


letters) the reputed author was advised that he had been guilty of a 
great impropriety in using the words “highest authority,” which was 
explained to be a common phrase among newspaper correspondents, 
importing thatthe statement was made on undoubted information. He 
was also advised that the remarks in regard to yourself were strongly 
disapproved by me, and on both points I was assured that there would 
be no cause for complaint hereafter. 

The last paragraph of your letter, advising me that Lieutenants Lam- 
son and Cushing were authorized in their discretion to go into the Upper 
Nansemond and co-operate with my forces there against the enemy, is 
all I can ask, and I know that the spirit and gallantry those officers 
have exhibited on all occasions will insure to us all the aid itis possible 
to afford. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

‘ JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. OF THE ARMY, ADIT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 200. Washington, May 2, 1863. 


x * * * * * * 


_ IL. Brig. Gen. Isaac J. Wistar, U. 8. Volunteers, will report to Ma- 
jor-General Dix, commanding, &e., Fort Monroe, Va., for assignment to 
duty at Suffolk, Va. 


By command of Major-General Halleck : 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


_———— 


Fort Monrog, VA., May 3, 1863—8 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


I have just returned from Suffolk. General Getty crossed the Nan- 
semond, near General Peck’s headquarters, to-day, with 5,000 men. He 
was in front of the enemy’s intrenchments, 2 miles back. A strong dem- 
onstration will be made on the enemy’s right flank to-morrow morning. 
Tn the action in front of our center the day before yesterday we lost 7 
killed and 20 wounded. The enemy acknowledge 33 killed and a large 
ioe a eae ih pevaee rca and do not think any of his 
r en withdrawn. To- j 
Sole iat morrow we shall be able to judge 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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YORKTOWN, May 3, 1863—12 noon. 
Major-General BUTTERFIELD: } 


I learn that the enemy have left the White House on the Pamunkey. 
They have planted torpedoes there in the river. I cannot learn whether 
the bridge has been destroyed. 

i. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


May 3, 1863. 
General Dix: 


Garnett’s and Benning’s brigades joined, from Carolina, and Kem. 
per’s is on the way from near Gatesville. Longstreet’s plans and ar. 
rangements were all for permanent occupation. He designed to push 
the siege, and Hooker’s move and my preparation only prevented. His 
force was over 30,000. When he can he will return with the same end 
in view. 

Wounded yesterday. 

PECK, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monror, May 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN J. PECK: 


I saw Admiral [Lee] last evening on the Nansemond. He expressed 
the opinion that there had at no time been a large force at Suffolk— 
not over 20,000—and that the enemy had only a few movable guns. I 
have no doubt it is from him that the views which seem to prevail in 
Washington have been derived. I think I shall be with you to-day. 
Will advise you as soon as I get my mail. 

JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


Fort MonRog, VA., May 3, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 


I have just received the following dispatch from General Peck. 
From my personal observation to-day I am satisfied that the conclu- 
sion he and the other general officers named came to is right. Our 
loss will probably reach 60 in killed and wounded : 

cd 


The reconnaissance in force has been pushed up very close to the enemy’s main line 
of intrenchments, which is strong and flanked by artificial and natural obstructions, 
It is evident that he has considerable force massed there, and means to make a strong 
fight if pressed. It cannot be attacked without a greater loss than I can afford at 
this time. My position is secure now, and in crossing the river on a single bridge to 
ficht a battle on his ground much risk is assumed. These views are entertained by 
Generals Getty and Gordon. The troops have been under fire nearly all day, and be- 
haved with great spirit and gallantry, and I shall withdraw them probably during 
the night. At this time 42 wounded are reported. I regret to say that Colonel Rin- 
gold, of the One hundred and third New York, was twice wounded. He is an officer 


of much merit. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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d _ SunpDAy, May 3, 1863. 
Major-General FostERr : 


My DEAR GENERAL: My official letter, May qi, briefly and rather 
hastily gives my views on the public points noticed in your unofficial 
favor of the 22d ultimo. } 

I am sure you will not misunderstand my motives. I am subject to 
so many calls for aid which I have not to give and for service which I 
cannot render that I must try and find out just what is or should be 
required of me and to try to doit. If I had only time to lay before — 
you the quantity and kinds of demands made on me here you would 
laugh outright if they were not so earnest and provoking. a 

One point requires a word of explanation from me to you. My im- 
pression is that I twice had some conversation with you respecting 
naval occupations (resulting from army occupations) in the Sounds. 
Some of the views you now write you expressed to me at New Berne. I 
expressed my views fully to Townsend and I think to Davenport and 
Flusser. This Townsend recollects, and says Davenport thinks he recol- 
lects some conversation between you and myself about it. It may be 
that I said less to you than to others after hearing your views, for then 
as now I was impressed by what you said. 

If the occupation of Washington and Plymouth would facilitate in- 
stead of clogging your operations, of which you are the best judge, 
you are right to hold them. But I should like to have the military 
occupation made as complete as possible so as to lessen *or dispense 
with the stationary naval force at each point. } 

I meant to add to my official letter to you that I hope you will be at ! 
liberty with the Dirigo to have the obstructions in the river at Wash- 
ington removed. Such impediments should be removed everywhere. 
The army is less hampered by limits than the navy I believe, especially 
in war. . 

I was sorry to hear you were not quite well. Hope your ailment was : 
slight. Please present my most respectful compliments to Mrs. Foster, | 
and believe me, very truly, yours, : 


S. P. LEE. 


P. S.—General Halleck cannot give you the troops for that island. I 
am very sorry it is so. 
I have been obliged to write in great haste to save this good chance 
for Beaufort. We place no dependence in the canal mail now, 


Fort Monrog, Va., ‘ 
May 4, 1863—10.30 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 


A few hours after the fight yesterday the enemy commenced his re- 
treat. We are in pursuit. He was re-enforced on Saturday by Ben. 
ning’s brigade from North Carolina and Kemper’s is on the way, hav. 
ing crossed the Chowan near Gatesville. I shall make the movement 
agreed upon with you at once. Longstreet has over 30,000 men. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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Fort MoNROoEg, VaA., May 4, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, . 
General-in- Chief : 

General Peck says Longstreet’s line of rifle-pits and batteries is not 
less than 10 miles in extent. Batteries are arranged with embrasures 
and parapets of 12 or 15 feet thickness. His line was of immense 
strength. It encircled Suffolk from the Edenton road to the Nanse- 


mond. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MoNnRoOgE, VA., 
May 4, 1863—9 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 
General-in-Chief : 

Major-General Foster is applying for cavalry, and I understand for 
some of mine. I have but 2,600, and can spare none. I have 1,500 
at Suffolk, 900 at Williamsburg, and 200 at Norfolk; besides, General 
Hillis on the Blackwater. General Foster will be undisturbed. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, VA, 
May 4,1863—9 p. m. 
Major-General HooKER, 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac : 


Following just received from General Keyes: 


Lieutenant-Commander Gillis, just returned from near West Point, has learned that 
the rebel force from White House and below, and opposite on the Pamunkey, have 
been withdrawn to Hanover Court-House. There are troops on this Peninsula, but 
how many is not known. Nothing has been learned about bridges except that the 


railroad bridge at the White House still stands. 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


Fort MONROE, VA., 
May 4, 1863—3.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 
I have just received the following dispatch from General Peck: 


[have in my possession the communication of Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill to General 
Longstreet, reporting his arrival at Carrsville, with his entire division 4 miles this 
side of Carrsville on the 2d, and awaiting his orders. : 


A telegram from Major Stratton, just received, confirms this. He 
says: 

The troops from Carolina were ordered to Suffolk on the 2d, and the wagons to 
Franklin. Have just returned from a portion of their center line, which would have 


cost us not less than 2,000 men to have carried. All their lines are strictly in accord- 
ance with the rules of a besieging army. Hill may commence operations unless de- 


manded elsewhere. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
44 R R—VOL XVIII 


¥ 
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May 4, 1863. 

Major-General DIx: mn 

A brigade is on this side the Chowan and Longstreet was re-enforced 
on Saturday morning (2d) by General Benning, with five regiments and 
fifteen pieces, who crossed the Chowan and marched from Gatesville. 
Hood commanded yesterday, and had his division and other troops. 
Longstreet was 2 miles back. Providence Church was filled with 
wounded. At 9.30 p.m. all his forces save picket lines moved for 
Blackwater. He had seven hours the start. Colonel Foster started 
with a brigade, battery and some cavalry, and turned up at Leesville 
at 6a.m., where he has found the enemy. I have cautioned him re- 
peatedly against being led off too far. Before troops can reach him 
they will be over. He will do all that can be done on that route. 


JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., May 4, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 
A telegram from General Getty to the effect that Hood and Ander- 
son had seven brigades on the river yesterday, and that at 8.30 orders 
were given to retire. We should have had a warm time. 


JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. | 


Fort MONROE, May 4, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 


The enemy having gone I must have 5,000 men at once, either Mont- 
gomery’s [?] division or any other you choose. Send them to Norfolk. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., May 4, 1863. 
General Dix: 

It will hardly be advisable, it seems to me, while they are on this side 
the river and the results of the pursuit are unknown. It would be sig- 
naled to Franklin in an hour or two. Let me have your views. Have 
to send Corcoran. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


MAy 4, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: . | 


It is my opinion that General Hill is to take Lonestreet’s pl 
the Blackwater. i oe 
If any one goes it must be Gordon, and with the number you stated. 
That number is all that ought to be taken under any circumstances. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
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Fort Monroe, VA., May 4, 1863. 
Major-General PEcK, Commanding, Suffolk : 


It is not best to interrupt the pursuit of the enemy; but our troops 
should be recalled the moment the enemy crosses the Blackwater. I 


_ would rather have Gordon or Getty. The movement to be made is an 


important one and needs experience in command. But your safety must 
be consulted. 
The enemy will not be likely to return unless Hooker fails. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monrog, May 4, 1863. 
Major-General PEcK, Commanding, Suffolk: 


Do you mean to say that all the forces before Suffolk have moved for 
the Blackwater, including Pickett’s division? Advise me as soon as 
possible. I do not quite understand your dispatch. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort MonRoEk, May 4, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 


Defer till to-morrow. 
‘ JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monron, May 4, 1863. 
Major-General PECK, Commanding, Suffolk: 


Let General Gordon be ready with 6,000 men. The movement must 
commence to-morrow. , I will advise you. Let General Getty take 110 
of the Ninth New York. I may want the rest to save the Third New 
York—one of the finest regiments in service. Will know in two or 
three days. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


May 4, 1863—about 7 a. m. 
Major-General Prck, Suffolk, Va.: 

Nothing of positive nature with regard to Hood and Pickett. Among 
800 or 1,000 prisoners yesterday statements to any one talking to them 
was to effect that Hood and Pickett were due here last night, and we 
should soon hear from them. The most reliable information I have had 
is from a deserter, a resident of Orleans County, New York, conscripted 
in a Louisiana regiment, who stated that on Saturday, while detailed 
to the rear, their columns engaged to cook provisions, a force about 
equal to two brigades marched by. Conversing with the troops he 
asked whose they were. They said they were Hood’s division. ‘They 
are being re-enforced in some measure from below—whether from your 


al 


er eis aus EN ih GPs ied phe fs 
nt or General Keyes’ of course I do no Th 1 ne 
Richmond to send here. We have had heavy fighting he oe 4) 
Bea eee SAY: DANL. BUTTERFIELD, —__ 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. BS 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAGC, 
May 4, 1863—10.45 a, m. 


Major-General Peck, Suffolk, Va.: 
~ Our cavalry bring information of 15,000 = 20,000 of Longstreet’s 

i feet the cars at Gordonsville. 
eee STE Sag aaa DANL. BUTTERFIELD, q 
ae Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


— { . 


SUFFOLK, VA., May 4, 1863. 
Major-General HOOKER, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac: a 
Longstreet was re-enforced by General Benning with five regiments — 
and fifteen pieces on the 2d. He crossed the Chowan with pontoons, — 
General Kemper, with another brigade, has also crossed, making three 
in all. Hood commanded yesterday, and Longstreet was 2 miles in the 
rear with reserves. They suffered. At 9.30 p. m. all his forces moved 
by different interior routes for the Blackwater. He has several hours — 
the start. All his arrangements were for a continual siege of Suffolk. 
I was fully prepared for that. a 
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JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


re ee 


(Copy to General Halleck.) 


May 4, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JOSEPH Hooker, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac : 


I have a communication of General Hill to General Longstreet, of | 

May 2, 1863, in which he reports his arrival with his entire division at 

eS or near Carrsville, and asks for orders. His command was then only 

_ 14 miles from Suffolk. This is confirmed by telegraph from South Mills, 

N.C. All the troops that crossed the Chowan were ordered to Suffolk 

and the suppry trains to Franklin, the depot of the railroad from North 
Carolina. Hvéry arrangement was made by the enemy that is called — 
for by the rules governing a besieging army. 2 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


MAY 4, 1863. 
Major-General Kryus, 


Commanding, Yorktown : : 

The enemy commenced his retreat from Suffolk at 9.30 last evening. 
We are in pursuit. We had asharp fight yesterday, driving him to his 
intrenchments. Our loss about 60. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
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Yorrrown, Va., May 4, 1863. 


me Major-General Drx: . 
aa The following received a few moments ago from Colonel West: 


Forr MAGRUDER. 
Colonel Suypam: 


Intelligence comes to me that cannot be disregarded that the enemy will attack at 
- daylight or before. I have taken every precaution against sur as 
. M. WEST. 
Shall I go down to Fort Monroe in the morning ? oe reply im- 
mediately. 
i. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


[General KEYES:] 
Come, if the attack is not made. 
> Je ASD, 
HEADQUARTERS, 
South Mills, N. C., May 4, 1863—8.30 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. Jonn J. PEK, 
Commanding at Suffolk, Va. : 


GENERAL: The rebel forces have left. all the country between this 
and the Perquimans River. Captain Reynolds was at Sandy Cross at 
3 o’clock this morning. Known Union citizens there informed him that 
the rebel infantry left Saturday night at sundown and the cavalry at 
daylight on Sunday morning. The infantry had orders to report at 
Suffolk, the cavalry at Sunbury, and the wagon train was ordered to 
be at the Blackwater to-day (Monday). A man who had come through 
from Sunbury stated that the cavalry on arriving at Sunbury received 
orders to report at Suffolk. The citizens near Sandy Cross thought that 
the rebels were still at Suffolk on Sunday night, say at sundown. 

Captain Roberts and command reached Woodville this morning at 2 
oclock. The enemy (Third North Carolina Cavalry) left there on Satur- 
day night at9 o’clock. They left two or three sick bebind, who, to- 
gether with several other soldiers were captured by Captain Roberts. 
Captain Roberts says: 

They seem to have gone in the direction of Gatesville. I shall immediately push 
forward toward Newby’s Bridge and ascertain further particulars. 

The bearers of the dispatches from Captain Roberts say that the en- 
emy left Woodville apparently in considerable haste, according to reports 
of citizens. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANKLIN A. STRATTON, 
Major, Commanding Detachment at South Mills. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., May 4, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortr ess Monroe, Va. 

GENERAL: In view of Major-General Hooker’s ecg movements 
and of the fact that you have a very considerable army in this depart- 
ment, say 20,0060 troops, and understanding to-night that the enemy has 
disappeared "from before Suffolk, I respectfully and earnestly propose to 


S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, - 
Off Newport News, Va., May 4, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. AG 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have received your communication of the 2d instant: 
Unfounded and unjust newspaper attacks on the Navy Department and 
myself by a known correspondent at the fort under your command are 
certainly injurious to the public service, whether they are contradicted 
and repelled in the same manner, thus creating controversy between 
public officers and exposure of public affairs, or whether they are 
allowed to remain unanswered. The discipline of the Navy does not 
sanction a resort to newspapers to remedy a wrong thus wantonly done. 
It is wholly inexcusable to resort to hewspaper attacks in cases where 
an appeal can be taken to and a remedy applied by the Government to 
matters affecting the public interests. 

The only order I gave for the withdrawal of the gunboats from the 
Upper Nansemond was on the 19th, when I sent the fleet captain to 
Suffolk to communicate with the authorities and withdraw the gunboats 
if practicable. This order was revoked the same day at the instance of 
General Peck by an order sent by me through your headquarters in a 
dispatch to General Peck. When that order was given you had been 
re-enforced largely; you had just provided military defenses for the 
right bank of the Upper } ansemond; the improvised little gunboats 
’ were not a sufficient or necessary defense there and were much wanted 
elsewhere and their communications were interrupted by a battery in 
a strong earthwork, which had cut up several of them badly, killed or 
wounded a large per cent. of their small crews, whilst two detachments 
of troops according to the official reports to me had failed to co-operate 
with Lieutenant Lamson to take the battery and raise the blockade, 

On the afternoon of the 19th efficient support (by General Getty in 
person) was given to Lieutenant Lamson’s plan, and he landed the 300 
troops close to and in rear of the battery, and, aided by them, got his 
four havy field-pieces up the bank and taking the enemy’s battery in 
Teverse stopped their attempt to turn it on our troops, who gallantly 
dashed in and easily took it. The surprise was complete. 

Next day, the 20th, General Peck abandoned this earthwork, the rear 
to which in the mean time had been strengthened by our troops. This 
evacuation was earnestly resisted by Lieutenants Cushing and Lamson, 
and obliged the latter to drop down a few hundred yards from the bat- 
tery and just below the bar which it commanded. Thus General Peck: 
and not myself caused the gunboats to withdraw. 

My subsequent orders to Lieutenant Lamson did not prevent but re- 
quired this gallant and willing young officer to render the army all 
practicable assistance. I should mention that I not only revoked my 
order of the 19th to Captain Crosby before it was executed and before 
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ihe battery was taken (as General Peck well knows, because it was 
in my telegram to him in answer to one from him), but when the bat- 
tery was taken I immediately informed General Getty that I cordially 
allowed. the boats to remain. In view of the exertions I had made to 
equip and maintain a little flotilla to aid you whilst you were perfecting 
your defenses, of the service that flotilla had rendered you, and your 
knowledge that its withdrawal from above the battery, though neces- 
sary and proper, was not by my order, you must feel that the assault 
made on me by the well-known correspondent at the fort,‘who gave 


_ point to his attack by declaring that he was reflecting your feelings, 


was most unwarrantable. 

_ This correspondent, in the same inspired communication (for in that’ 
light he has presented his reflections to the public), also charges me 
with being at fault for the reoccupation by the rebels of their aban- 
doned earthworks, called Fort Powhatan, in the upper part of James 
River. This reoccupation was a military act done in your department. 
When Colonel Ludlow informed me of it on his return down James 
River in a flag of truce I did not wait for you to ask me to co-operate, 
but I went immediately to confer with you on the subject. Your reply 
was that you could do nothing; that the enemy was on this side of the 
Blackwater in greater force than yourself; but you asked me if I could 
not shell them out. I confess that I was a little surprised at this ex- 
pectation, in view of the failure, from want of army co-operation, of a 
better force than I had to shell the enemy out of Fort Darling, which 
had no rebel navy to support it. 

The reoccupation of Fort Powhatan was the easy and natural effort 
of the enemy, who had remained in possession of the Blackwater in 
front of Suffolk (between Suffolk and Fort Powhatan) for the last eight 
months. Where an active enemy holds military possession of a country 


jn force he may not only reoccupy his forts on his river front, but he 


may, where there is no military interference, build forts on the bluffs of 
the river where he had none before. One of our gunboats, as proposed, 
or several of them, aided by the one iron-clad I then had, could not 
have driven him from Fort Powhatan after he had reoccupied it. 

Under the circumstances of this case the unfounded and injurious 
assaults made by a correspondent at the fort, who is under your imme- 
diate authority and who professedly writes from military intelligence 
communicated to him there, it seems both proper and decent that his 
unfounded charges against the Navy Department and myself should be 
publicly corrected by the same authority under which he claimed and 
is understood by the public to write. 

The current duties of the squadron require and receive my first atten- 
tion. It is only when they are disposed of that I can give attention to 
matters even of this interest. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
8. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Hpers. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, May 4, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. J. G. Fostrer: 
My DEAR GENERAL: General Naglee is here. I have no cavalry to 
spare, as I have an important movement to make. 
We had a sharp fight at Suffolk yesterday; our loss nearly 70; the 
enemy’s not known. 


between us co 
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Last night Longstreet’s whole force fell back to the Blackwater. a 
Goudeal! D. H. Hill arrived on the Blackwater at Carrsville the day 
before yesterday. General Peck has his communication of the 2d in- 
stant reporting his arrival there to General Longstreet. 


You can have searcely anything left to oppose you in North Carolina. 


Garnett’s brigade arrived at Suffolk more than a week ago. 


Hooker has moved and has been fighting. 


The enemy will concentrate his whole force between Richmond and 
Fredericksburg. 


In haste, very truly, yours ; 
eave oe JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HDQRS. OvuTposts, CAMP FIFTY-EIGHTH REGT. PA. VOLS., 


May 4, 1863. | 
Lieut. Col. SourHaRD HoFrrMay, [ 
Assistant A djutant- General, Tenth Army Corps: | 


Str: [have the honor to report, on the informati 
the enemy have re-established their posts on Core Creek; also that 
they were burning or endeavoring to burn the railroad bridge yester- 
day afternoon. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. RICHTER JONES, 
ment, Commanding Outposts. 


on of my patrol, that } 


Colonel Fifty-eighth Regi 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 

Off Newport News, Va., May 4, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. Jonn A, Dix, U..S.-A,, ; 

Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: In view of the recent sudden and extraordin 
made upon me for naval defense of military lines 
sider it to be my duty to request you to inform m 
or occupations in your department require, 


defense, for what reason, and to what extent. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 


; S. P. LEH, 
Actg. Rear- Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantie Blockading Squadron. 


ary calls 
and positions I eon- 
e what military posts 
in your judgment, naval 


UNITED Staves FLAG-SHte MINNESOTA, 
: Of Newport News, May 5, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, U. S. A., 

' Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 
GENERAL: In your communication to me of the 2d instant you say: 
In regard to differences of opinion between us concerning our respective duties I 
ave done all in my power to confine the knowledge of them to those immediately 
around me and my official superiors, 

I will thank you to let me know what 


neerning our respectiy 


are the “ differences of opinion 
I have the honor to be, 


© duties,” to which you refer, 
general, very respectfully, yours, 

ce S. P. LER, 
Acig. Kear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


~~ 


i. 
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-Hpgrs. DEPT. oF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY Corps, 
iat Fort Monroe, Va., May 5, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral S. P. Lrx, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 
ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 4th instant requesting me to inform you what “ military posts or 


_ . occupations” in my department, require, in my judgment, ‘naval de- 


fense, for what reason, and to what extent.” 

I have the pleasure of furnishing the desired information : 

ist. Fort Monroe, the importance of which as a key to the Chesa- 
peake Bay and its tributaries it is unnecessary to state to you. We 
need no naval defense there beyond what might be furnished in case of 


emergency by your fleet at Newport News. 


2d. Norfolk. This position was occupied, and I will say also every other 
position held by me was in the occupation of our forces before I took 
command of this military department. The especial object in view on 
the part of the Government in holding Norfolk I suppose to be to de- 
prive the enemy of a means of annoyance. He might build vessels 
there and send them out at favorable moments to molest us, as he did 


‘ on former occasions. Two other very essential objects are to keep open 


our internal line of communication between the departments of Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina, and to have a naval depot where our numer- 
ous steamers on the Lower Chesapeake and its tributaries can be re- 
paired without being sent to Baltimore or Washington on any sudden 
emergency or in case of any common casualty. I think there should be 
two gunboats in Norfolk Harbor. 

3d. Suffolk is held to cover Norfolk, insure the inland communica- 
tion to Albemarle Sound, and to keep the enemy at a distance. We 
have had two gunboats there, the Stepping Stones, one of yours, and 
the West End.~ I have armed the-Smith Briggs, and if the Stepping’ 
Stones is needed elsewhere her services can be dispensed with. 

4th. Yorktown. This post is considered important to give us the 
control of the Peninsula up to that point, keeping the enemy from com- 
ing below it, and commanding the York River in case we need it for the 
movement of troops. It would be desirable to have two gunboats 
there, as the occupation of Gloucester, on the other side, follows that of 
Yorktown. 

5th. Williamsburg is occupied as an outpost of Yorktown for the 
purpose of preventing the enemy from approaching the latter and an- 
noying us with field guns and small-arms of long range and of watching 
his movements as tightly as possible up the Peninsula. This position 
is not susceptible of naval defense, and it is only referred to from its 
relation to Yorktown to give you a complete view of the subject. 

6th. Iam about to occupy West Point to cut off the enemy’s commu- 
nication with Matthews and Gloucester Counties, and as a position 
from which a flank movement can be made, in case of emergency, on the 
enemy’s forces at Richmond if he should be assailed from the north or 
south. It is at the confluence of two rivers, and two gunboats are very 
desirable. ; 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


\ “ ee 
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Tipers. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 5, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE, : 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 

ADMIRAL: I have had the honor to receive your letter of yesterday, 
proposing a co-operation of the army and navy forces under your com- 
mand and mine, “to take Fort Powhatan, Petersburg, and perhaps 
Richmond,” supposing that your gunboats and a few companies can hold 
the posts of Suffolk and Yorktown. My movable force is comparatively 
small and entirely inadequate to the great object referred to, nor would 
it be safe to depend on your gunboats and a few companies to hold - 
Suffolk and Yorktown. Only theriver frontat Suffolk could be protected 
by your guns, leaving the other lines, several miles in extent, to be de- 
fended by a few companies. The same observation is applicable in a 
more forcible manner to Yorktown. Neither of these positions, with the 
Jarge amount of guns and ordnance stores in both, can be safely left 
without a strong garrison. 

I may add in regard to Suffolk that the enemy is in force on the Black- 
water; that his abandoned works are very heavy and extensive, showing 
his designs to be permanent occupation, and that we may expect the 
investment to be renewed as soon as the emergency which has led to 
his withdrawal shall have passed by. 

You will remember that I called your attention in an interview with 
you several weeks ago to the fact that the enemy were at work at Fort 
Powhatan, and expressed an earnest desire that some of your gunboats 
should drive him away before any guns were mounted. My last advices 
are that he is now occupying it with considerable force. I should be 
most happy to co-operate with you if I had a sufficient number of dis- 
posable men under my control to insure the object, but all the troops I 
can spare are required for another movement, which has already com- 
menced. 

If Fort Powhatan could be reduced I could not be assisted by you in 
an attack on Petersburg or Richmond, except to cover my supplies to 
City Point, as the Appomattox is not navigable up to the former city, 
and from thence to the latter the movement would be made at a distance 
from the James River, the most important part of which is in possession 
of the enemy and so obstructed as not to be available for your vessels 
without great delay. Moreover my advices are that every mile of the 
country between Petersburg and Richmond is strongly fortified, so much 
so that a very large force would be necessary to reach Richmond in that 
direction. 

In the movement I have above referred to as commenced I will in 
another communication ask your aid. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN A. DIX, : 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, May 5, 1863—evening. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 
GENERAL: I received this evening your communication of this date. 
I have made Lieutenant-Commander Gillis, of the Commodore Morris, 


now at Yorktown, acquainted with your object, and instructed him to 
give you all the assistance in his power, 


Pada a 7 ing’ 


Omar, XXX] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 699 


Lieutenant-Commander Babcock, in the Morse, accompanied by the 
Mystic, is instructed to inform you by 10 a. m. to-morrow of his readi- 
ness to accompany the troops to York River, where he will report to 
Lieutenant-Commander Gillis. ; 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Fort MONROE, VA., 
. May 5, 1863—10.30 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 
General-in- Chief : 

I have just received the following from General Peck. I am going to 
Suffolk to send off the expedition referred to heretofore: 

Major Stratton’s information, from entirely reliable sources, Union and rebel; is 
that Longstreet had over 30,000 before he was joined by any of Hill’s forces. The 
enemy had three entire lines of works where we were on Sunday, and could not have 
been carried. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., May 5, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

During the investment of Longstreet’s and Hill’s forces we have capt- 
ured five pieces of artillery, about 400 prisoners, much camp equipage, 
and some rifles. Not less than 400 or 500 have deserted from the rebels; 
probably his loss in killed and wounded is about 600, making his total 
loss about 1,500. 

Our killed is 34; wounded, 201; and missing, 14. Total, 249.* 

All the morale, prestige, glory, and victory of the twenty-three days 
belong to our patient and brave men. Besides, they have held the 
masses of the enemy around Suffolk, in order to enable General Hooker 
to secure a crowning victory for the Union, and are entitled to a share 
of the glory that may accrue to his arms. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


Fort Monron, May 5, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 


I am just leaving for Suffolk. 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


New BeERwE, N. C., May 5, 1863. 
General HALLECK, - 
Commander-in-Ohief U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. O.: 
GENERAL: There are several contingencies likely to occur in the 
affairs of this department which should I think be brought to your notice 
more fully than I have or can in fact doin correspondence. I would like 


* But see revised statement, p. 288. 
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therefore to run on fora day and lay the whole matter before you, which — 
I can do very briefly should it meet your wishes to permit me to do so. 
Please to telegraph your reply to General Dix, at Fortress Monroe, 
where I will have an officer to bring it to me. 


Very respectfully and trul 
Gin. - J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS HIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
New Berne, N. 0., May 5, 1863. 
Maj. Gen, H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief U. 8. Army: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
April 27. 

Hi idea of an attack on Wilmington was to take and hold Smith’s 
Island as a basis of supplies, &c., and I still incline to so doing, though 
information shows that it cannot now be done as easily as it could have 
been then, the enemy having established a post there and erected a 
battery. (This information is not deemed certain.) I will attempt any- 
thing Iam directed to, but my opinion is that my force is utterly in- 
adequate to accomplish any outside work, and is merely sufficient for 
present defense. Information shows that General Hill is still in our 
front with his forces (barring one brigade, Garnett’s, which I have no 
information of), and is threatening. ‘Troops from Wilmington threaten 
Morehead City (our depot of supplies) and the line of the railroad, the 
defense of which I have given to General Heckman and his brigade, 
2,100 men (my old troops), recently arrived from the Department of the 
South. General Heckman has as much as he can do to protect that 
line, and I have ordered him to stay and do so. Intercepted corre- 
spondence shows the plans somewhat of the enemy and shows the send- 
ing of a pontoon train for crossing the White Oak and New Rivers, 
necessary to an attack on Morehead. In fact we are threatened at all 
points, and though I feel pertectly confident at every point I know 
that constant vigilance is required and also the presence of every man 
now here. If I had 5,000 disposable men I would undertake Smith’s 
Island, and I think with success; and in that light let me respectfully 
say, though at the risk of seeming importunate (which intention, at 

least, I disclaim), that if the brigade of Brig. Gen. T. G. Stevenson could 
be ordered back to me I would be in a position to attack Smith’s Island. 
General Stevenson’s brigade consists of two regiments of my old bri- 
gade and three other veteran regiments, and is now in the Department 
of the South. Of course to occupy and fortify a post my guns, ordnance 
tools, &ec., would be necessary, and all that I took down for the Charles- 
ton expedition are yet afloat and untouched in Beaufort Harbor. These 
would have to be ordered back. 

1 must in this connection recall to your mind that by the lst day of 
July the effectives in this department will not be more than 5,000 men, 
as 500 artillery are now being mustered out, their term of service (two 
years) having expired, and in June twelve of my fullest regiments are 
to be mustered out, their term of service then expiring (nine months). 
This fact shows what I can do with my effective force, and my reasons 
for urging the return of some of my troops. ‘ 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. » 


Cua. XXX] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 701 


Fort Monrog, V4., 
May 6, 1863—10 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, ‘ 
General-in-Chief: — 


I embarked 5,000 men yesterday and last night at Norfolk, and hope 
to have them at their destination to-morrow morning. Wehadaheavy 
blow last night, and it is yet too rough for some of our transports. I 
was at Suffolk yesterday. Over 200 prisoners had been brought in. 
They represented forty regiments, three batteries, two independent bat- 
talions, and one cavalry regiment. It is not at all probable that in 
these captures all the regiments before Suffolk were represented. The 
enemy’s works, which are very extensive and heavy, indicate continued 
occupation. He was building stables. General Peck sends out a cav- 
alry force to the Blackwater to-day. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
; Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, May 6, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 


IT have no news from Washington. This is not encouraging, as the 
wires were in operation last night. The enemy have doubtless left the 
Blackwater. Trains 3 miles long reached Petersburg last night. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, May 6, 1863—3.30 p. m. 


Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


The operation. agreed upon between us will not be made till further 
orders. Everything will remain as it is till you hear further from 
Washington. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


YORKTOWN, May 6, [1863]. 
Major-General Dix: 


Colonel Davis, of the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, with the advance of 
his regiment, has arrived at Gloucester Point, having accomplished 
fully the orders of General Stoneman. I have sent a cavalry scout up 
the Richmond: road to get information of any of our cavalry which 
may be coming down. General Stoneman seems not to have been aware 
that the enemy have all along had troops on this Peninsula, and Colonel 
Davis encountered a regiment of infantry and three pieces at Tunstall 
Station. There is still a battery of eight pieces, by all accounts, at or 
near New Kent Court-House. Colonel Davis is very anxious to have 
a gunboat go up to the Mattapony to look for a detachment of his regi- 
ment under Major Bronson. 

KE. D. KEYES, 


Major-General. 
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Fort Monror, May 6, 1863. 
General Gorpon, Atlantic Hotel, Norfolk: 

I think it important, on reflection, that you go up with the troops. They 
will leave at daylight. If anything should delay me it would be very 
awkward. The troops should be pushed on to their destination, landed, 
and intrenched immediately. The engineer will not be here in time to 
leave before 9 or 10 o’clock. The cavalry will be Assis ef miideten 

ill furnish a tug at any time you name. I will telegraph him. 
Ludlow will furnis g y JOHN A’ Dix 
Major-General. 


MAY 6, [1863.] 
Major-General KEYES, . 
Commanding, Yorktown : . 
I think you had better send up a cavalry force toward Diascund 
Bridge, but not a gunboat in the direction now. 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, May 6, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Joun J. Pec, U.S. A., 
Commanding Suffolk, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your communication dated the 21st ultimo,* in reply to 
mine of the 20th, was received on the 26th. 

Squadron duties have prevented an earlier reply to your communica- 
tion, which I regret to find is very deficient in candor and professional 
comity proper in official correspondence, and reasonably to be expected 
from an officer educated at West Point. When naval defense is neces- 
sary for military works a timely requisition from the War or Navy De- 
partment for the number and kind of vessels needed therefor should 
be made, that they may be built or purchased and equipped. 

I am not responsible, as you seem to suppose, for the defense of the 
military post at Suffolk, as dependent on the defense of the military 
line of the Upper N ansemond, which is a mere creek, unsuited to the 
operations of vessels and obviously requiring military defense. Nor 
was it my fault that such necessary military preparations were not 
already made. Heretofore I had a small vessel—the Stepping Stones— 
resembling a Norfolk ferry-boat, carrying field pieces on field carriages, 
patrolling that small stream to preserve the blockade and intercept 
rebel communications, trade, mails, &¢. 

When Suffolk was threatened, as General Keyes informed me, by the 
enemy, 40,000 strong, with pontoons and heavy artillery (as reported 
by deserters all along the lines), urgent calls were made upon me for 
gunboats. This call was preceded by equally earnest calls for gunboat 
assistance to repel the enemy, who was attacking one and threatening 
another military post in the Sounds of North Carolina, which required 
all the light draughts provided by the Government for other naval 
duty not needed to answer demands at other points, except the Com- 
modore Barney, which I sent to the Nansemond, together with my two 
transports, one armed with field pieces and manned by a detachment 
from this vessel, the other as a tender, with ammunition, coal, &¢., and 
three of my small tugs (each armed with two light pieces), thus leaving 


*Not found, 


2 
on 
a 
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tke squadron without a transport, tender, dispatch, mail, or picket : 
boat, save one tug. When on the 14th of April you telegraphed me 


' that three of the improvised gunboats were disabled, and asked for 


more, I obtained temporarily and sent to the Nansemond four tugs, 
half the Potomac steam flotilla. 

This recital shows what earnest efforts were made to relieve VOU ty: 
must be very apparent to every candid and intelligent professional 
mind that had General Longstreet really intended to force a crossing 
of the Upper Nansemond with the reputed means at his command these 
few light pieces, mostly field pieces, on the open decks of a few mer- 
chant vessels could not have prevented his doing so there. The same 
number of field pieces would have made a better resistance behind 


~-earthworks ashore than on frail little steamers afloat. Hence in my 


instructions of the 13th ultimo, sent to Lieutenants Cushing and Lam- 
son that day and night, these views were expressed by me to be com- 
municated to you. Your theory therefore that this conviction was the 
result of the rough handling the boats received in fighting the enemy’s 
earthworks on the 14th falls to the ground. It was my manifest duty to 
let you know that the Navy had not the means to make the military 
defense expected of it. Had I undertaken the defense imposed without 
a word of warning as to the sufficiency of the naval means as a substi- 
tute for military defense to protect your rear from a real attempt by 
the enemy to cross the Nansemond Creek, the failure that must have 
ensued, so disastrous to the army and nation, would have been charged 
upon the Navy. Idid send Fleet Captain Crosby to Suffolk on the 19th 
to withdraw the boats if practicable from the Upper Nansemond. 

The situation was this: You had been largely re-enforced, and had 
a gallant army, 22,000 strong, at Suffolk. You had just erected earth- 
works and rifle-pits along the right bank of the Nansemond suitable to 
its defense. The enemy had made no attempt to cross Nansemond 
Creek, the blockade of which he had established. His earthwork at 
West Branch, which commanded the bar at the mouth of Nansemond 
Creek, had cut off the communications of the gunboats whilst yours were 
open; had thoroughly disabled one and seriously damaged three other 
boats, besides killing and wounding a large proportion of their sinall 
crews. The enemy’s rifle-pits and artillery on the left flank were a se- 
rious annoyance to the boats but did not seem to threaten the safety 
of the post. Your detachments had twice failed to support Lieutenant 
Lamson and capture this battery and raise the blockade (which was 
afterwards so easily done), and our transports and tenders were sus- 
taining in an unequal and unnecessary contest with the enemy’s earth- 
works much damage. Nevertheless, when you that day (the 19th) by 
telegraph desired the retention of the gunboats in the Upper Nanse- 
mond I promptly replied by telegraph and directed Lieutenant Lamson 
through you to remain with the boats. You most unfairly omit this 
from your statement of the case and go on to charge me with having 
withdrawn, the gunboats, when the fact is I gave no such orders to do 
so after the one I just revoked at your instance and through you. 

On the 20th you ordered this earthwork, which our troops had held 
under the cross-fire of the gunboats and had greatly strengthened, to 
be abandoned. Lieutenant Lamson reported to me that this evacuation, 
earnestly opposed by him, obliged him to withdraw the boats from the 
Upper to the Lower Nansemond from just above to just below the bar, 
under West Branch Battery and commanded by it a distance of half or 
three-quarters of a mile. Thus your orders and not mine occasioned 
the withdrawal of the gunboats. In your communication of the 21st 
you admit your ability to hold the Nansemond without the boats. 


wu term; 0 ea 
ation over tw ths sin 


most 


S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


YorRKTownN, Va., May 7, 1863. 
(Received 8.55 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatuncx, General-in- Chief: 
' Lamon my way to West Point, where all the troops must have ar- 
rived with the exception of a battery which has been delayed for trans- 
portation and which will be there before night. They would have gone 


‘up last night but for the weather, which was too rough for some of the | 


small transports. General Keyes and General Gordon are with them. 
J ordered the small cavalry force with the expedition to be sent, as soon 
as landed, to the White House to try and destroy the railroad bridge. 
Colonel Davis, who led the cavalry raid to the neighborhood of Rich- 
mond, arrived at Gloucester Point yesterday. Generals Jenkins, Davis, 
and Wilcox are on the Blackwater, with their headquarters at Franklin. 
We have not yet heard what force is at Zuni and Ivor, but hope to learn 
to-day. None of Longstreet’s force could well have been at Fredericks- 
burg on Sunday. It may be now, but if so, by forced marches, the rail- 
road communication having been broken. ° 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 

Off Newport News, May 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Drx, U.S. A,, 
Commanding Seventh Army Corps, Fort Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have directed Lieutenant-Commander Gillis to detail 
the United States steamers Morse and Mystic to give all possible assist- 
ance in respect to your proposed occupation of West Point. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEB, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 
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YORKTOWN, VA., May 7, 1868. - 
(Received 9.35 a. m., May 8, 1863.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HAueck, 
General-in- Chief : 


I ordered a reconnaissance up the Peninsula, above Williamsburg, 
yesterday. The enemy have withdrawn from Diascund Bridge, 15 miles 
above, where they had 2,000 men, and crossed the Chickahominy. They 
have doubtless gone to Richmond. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, May 7, 1863. 
‘Major-General Dix: 


Have ordered a court of inquiry in the Coreoran-Kimball affair. 

Generals Jenkins, Davis, and Wilcox have the Lower Blackwater, 
headquarters at Franklin, with a full division. Whatis above at Black- 
water Bridge, Zuni, and Ivor I am not advised, but probably one of 
Hill’s divisions. All the people outside state that the generals told 
them the army would remain all summer, and raising crops was out of 
the question near the lines. 

JOHN J. PEOK, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monroe, VaA., May 7, 1863. 
Major-General KEYES, 
Commanding, Yorktown : 


The batteries are on board the John Rice; the spades and pickaxes 
on board a tug towing a float for a temporary wharf; materials and 
workmen for repairing the old wharf accompany the expedition, with 
25,000 rations, forage, &c. 

Everything has been provided for. Push on the moment the trans- 
- ports arrive. Land and send your cavalry out at once to destroy the 
railroad bridge over the Pamunkey at White House. They should 
move rapidly, but circumspectly, as there may be enemy’s troops after 
the dispersed Illinois cavalry. The Spaulding, with General Gordon, 
will be behind. Do not wait for her; she is faster than some of the 
other transports and will overtake you. 

You should leave Yorktown by 8 o’clock if possible. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


— 


FORTRESS Monroe, VA., May 7, 1863. 
Major-General KEYES: 
Commanding, Yorktown : 


Five thousand infantry have gone, besides the batteries. I fear one 
of the latter will not be up till3 p.m. You had better push on the 
moment the infantry gets up. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
45 R B—VOL XVIII 
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| Forr Monron, May 7, 1863. 
General GorpDON, Yorktown: 
(‘To be sent on board the Spaulding the moment she arrives.) 
The cavalry will have gone ere youreach Yorktown. Push on to your 
destination. General Keyes has gone on to send off the cavalry at once 
to destroy the railroad bridge of which I spoke, and will see to the — 
landing till you arrive. He will command the movement at present. I 


hope tobe up by 3 p.m. After you left I found it was necessary to 


pusb. up rapidly. A float for temporary wharf, materials for repairing 
the old one, intrenching tools, and all necessary supplies have gone. I. 
am ansious that you should reach the point of landing as soon as the 


mass of your division. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


YORKTOWN, VA., May 7, 1863—7 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HaLiuck, General-in-Chief: 
Tbe forces sent up the York River this morning have effected a land- 
ing at West Point without opposition. No appearance of any enemy in 


that quarter. 
RUFUS KING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Post. 


WEST Pornt, VA., May 7, 1863—7 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALuxcn, General-in- Chief. 

Our troops are all landed and in position. A small party of rebel 
ceValry was found here. We took 5 prisoners and lost 1 of our lieuten- 
ants, killed. On one of the prisoners found Richmond papers this morn- 
ing. Railroad communication between Fredericksburg and Richmond 
was re-established yesterday (6th), a train of wounded havin g arrived at 
Richmond from Guiney’s Station, 12 miles from Fredericksburg. They - 
acknowledge a loss of 7,000 or 8,000. It is officially stated that General 
Hooker is at United States Ford, holding a strong position, well in- 
trenched, and receiving heavy re-enforcements. General McGowan is 
reported severely wounded. Generals Hill and Heth are on duty again. 
Ninety-two of Colonel Davis’ (Stoneman’s) cavalry are with him at Glou- 
cester. Dispatch from Tullahoma (oth), says that General Forrest has 
captured 1,600 Yankees near Rome, Ga., arms, horses, &c. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


—_——__. 


YORKTOWN, VA., May 7, 1863. 
Hon. E. M. Sranron, Secretary of War: 

Colonel Kilpatrick, with the Harris Li ght Cavalry and Twelfth Illinois 
Cavalry, have just arrived at Gloucester Point, having accomplished 
the object of their mission fully and most gallantly. They pursued the 
enemy to within 3 miles of Richmond, and destroyed a large amount of 
property and bridges. General Dix and General Keyes left this morn- 
ing for West Point. 

RUFUS KING, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Hpars. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
On the York River, above Yorktown, May 8, 1863—10 a. m.. 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 

I received your dispatch of the 6th at 2 o’clock this morning. The 
rapidity of my movements had, as you were advised, anticipated it. 
- But I will hold my transportation subject to your orders, and no incon- 
venience can result, as the troops can move more rapidly from their 
present position than from Suffolk if they are needed on the Rappa- 
hannock or even on the James River. 

The enemy left Suffolk Sunday night. Our troops were in pursuit on 
Monday. On Monday night I ordered the movement agreed on. The 
_troops were thrown across the railroad to Norfolk and embarked, and 
had reached Fort Monroe on Wednesday morning, with the exception 
of two batteries which marched. Wednesday we were detained by 
a heavy blow. On Thursday the troops were pushed up to West Point, 
the wharf repaired, and they were in position and partially intrenched 
before dark. I sent up materials for repairing the wharf and intrench- 
ing tools with the expedition. Nothing was omitted. Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Gordon was in command of the troops before Wednesday night. I 
ordered Major-General Keyes to take 100 cavalry—all he could spare— 
and go up himself. He conducted the landing with good judgment 
and great promptness, and I joined him with Major Stewart, my chief 
engineer, before the landing was completed and shortly after he and 
General Gordon had commenced putting the troops in position 14 miles 
from the wharf on a well-chosen and very defensible line. 

The cavalry, under Major Hall, of the Sixth New York, agreeably to 
my previous order, pushed on at once to White House and destroyed 
the railroad bridge over the Pamunkey, in the night, under fire from the 
opposite side. It was very dark, and none of his party were injured. 
The movement was so prompt that he was only five minutes behind the 
messenger, who arrived at the White House from the at West Point 
with the information of cur landing. On his return he encountered 
and captured a party escorting Lieutenant Estes, aide to Colonel Kil- 
patrick, and 20 of his men to Richmond. Lieutenant Estes had pre- 
viously, with his small party, captured and paroled 3 officers and about 
20 men, but had been surrounded by the militia, which had turned out 
en MASSE. 

Major Hall deserves great praise for his promptitude and gallantry. 
Lieutenant Estes will make a written report to his proper commander. 
He refused a parole for himself and men when captured. Colonel Kil- 
patrick has arrived with 700 men at Gloucester Point, 400 of his own 
and 300 of Colonel Davis’ Illinois regiment. He says none of Long- 
street’s men had left Richmond on Sunday morning. The colonel capt- 
ured an aide of General Winder within the fortifications, 3 miles from 
Richmond. He does not believe the railroad connection to Fredericks- 
burg was re-established on Wednesday. : 

I have 5,000 infantry, pe ee ne ed even at West Point. 

ry respectfully, your obedient servant, 
eee uy JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


YORKTOWN, May 8, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. Lovis H. PELOUZE, ; 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fort Monroe, Va. : 

I am at this place with my staff and only one regiment of my brigade; 

the other two regiments are with General Gregg’s division. LT expected 


a. 
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after destroying the bridges near Richmond to return to General Stone- 
man’s headquarters, but was forced to seek safety within your lines. I 
am here with my entire staff and without a command. I respectfully 
ask for instructions. 
J. KILPATRICK, 
Col. Comdg. First Brigade, Third Division, Cavalry Corps. 


YORKTOWN, VA., May 8, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : : 
Colonel Kilpatrick, with his regiment (the Harris Light Cavalry) and _ 
the rest of the Illinois Twelfth, has just arrived at Gloucester Point, 
opposite this fort. They burned the bridges over the Chickahominy ; : 
destroyed three large trains of provisions in the rear of Lee’s army; 
drove in the rebel pickets to within 2 miles of Richmond, and have lost 
only 1 lieutenant and 30 men, having captured and paroled upward of 
300 prisoners. Among the prisoners was an aide to General Winder, 
who was captured with his escort far within the intrenchments outside 
of Richmond. This cavalry have marched nearly 200 miles since the 3d 
of May; were inside of the fortifications of Richmond on the 4th ; burned 
all the stores at Aylett’s Station, on the Mattapony, on the 5th; de- 
stroyed all the ferries over the Pamunkey and Mattapony and a large 
commissary depot near and above Tappahannock, and came here in good 
condition. They deserve great credit for what they have done. It is 
one of the finest feats of the war. 


RUFUS KING, 
Brigadier-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
May 8, 1863. 
General Rurus Kina, Yorktown : . 

Thanks for your telegram. Please give me any further information 
you have. We are all anxious to hear from the gallant officers and sol- 
diers who have performed an achievement unsurpassed for daring and 
success. Give my congratulations and compliments to them. 


EDWIN M. STANTON. 


—_——_—_. 


YORKTOWN, VA., May 8, 1863—12 p. m. 
Hon. KE. M. Sranton, } Drees? p.m 


Secretary of War: 


Your dispatch of this day has been received, and will be communi- 
cated in general orders to the Harris Light Cavalry and the Twelfth 
Illinois to-morrow. The officers and men will be rejoiced to know that 
their brilliant exploit is fully appreciated at headquarters. They are in 
good condition, and after a day’s rest will be fit, as they are anxious, for 
further active service. All quiet on our front and nothing new here. 


RUFUS KING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Cd 


> Chav. XXX.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 709 


War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, May 8, 1863—4 p. m. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Your movement is ali right. Hold on to what you have got. I only 
wished delay for General Hooker. é: 
H. W. HALLECK, 

General-in- Chief. 


: SUFFOLK, VA., May 8, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: ‘ 

I see by the papers that the Richmond press states that Longstreet’s 
troops were not with Lee; only Longstreet in person. his I appre- 
hend is the true version. 
JOHN J. PECK, 

Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 8, 1863. 
Major-General Drx, 
(Lor General Foster, Fort Monroe, Va.): 

General Foster at the present time should not be absent from his 
command. Moreover no interview can now give him re-enforcements 
by any possibility. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, May 8, 1863. 
Major-General HooKkER, Falmouth, Va.: 

General Dix had moved his troops before he received my order to 
suspend his operations, and probably occupied West Point in force yes- 
terday. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, May 8, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe. Va.: 


GENERAL: On the morning of the 4th instant I proposed to you a 
joint expedition against Fort Powhatan, Petersburg, and Richmond. 
This was in consequence ef information that the enemy had left Suf- 
folk; that General Hooker was between Richmond and the rebel army 
at Fredericksburg, and that you had 30,000 troops here. Your reply, 
dated May 5, received on the 6th instant, gives your reasons for not 
being abie to co-operate in the proposed movement. In this reply you 
remark : 

You will remember thatI called your attention, in an interview with you several 
weeks ago, to the fact that the enemy were at work at Fort Powhatan, and expressed 
an earnest desire that some of your gunboats should drive him away before any guns 
were mounted. My last advices are that he is now occupying it with considerable 
force. 


ia 
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This statement I am sorry to say is extremely inaccurate and injuri- 
ous tome. You seem to have overlooked my correct statement of this — 
matter in another communication to you of the 4th instant, to which 
you promised in another communication of the 5th instant to reply 
“when relieved from the pressure of (your) present very urgent duties.” 

On Wednesday, the 18th of March, Colonel Ludlow, returning with a 
flag of truce from City Point, in a note dated Tuesday, informed me 
that the “rebels are very much strengthening their works at Old Fort M 
Powhatan and seem to have a large force in garrison there.” Notwith- 
standing this reoccupation was a military act performed within the ; 
military lines of your department, I did not wait for you to call on me 
for co-operation, but went to see you the next day on the subject. You 
stated that the enemy was already on this side of the Blackwater with 
28,000 men, a larger force than yours, and that you could not act in the 
matter. You showed me the position of Fort Powhatan (not laid down 
on my chart) about 10 miles from Harrison’s Point. You asked me,’ 
with the usual complimentary opinion of the army as to the ability of 
the gunboats not only to protect but to take forts, if my gunboats 
could not “shell them out.” 

In view of the failure for want of military co-operation of a better 
iron-clad_ and gunboat force than I then had to “ shell them out” of 
Fort Darling, I explained to you why your suggestion was impracticable 
and left you, as I supposed, satisfied on that point. 

This occurred seven instead of several weeks ago, nor did I then un- 
derstand you as “expressing an earnest desire that some of our gun- 
boats should drive him away before any guns were mounted,” for the 
reason that, with the facts then fresh in your memory, you knew as well 
as I did from Colonel Ludlow’s report of the previous day that the en- 
emy had a large force in garrison there, and you could not possibly 
have supposed that he would have garrisoned his fort with a large force 
when it was without guns. 

I trust, general, there can be no settled purpose to do me injustice, 
and therefore ask you to correct this error. 

I have the honor to be, general » very respectfully, yours, 
. P. LEER, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


SUFFOLK, May 9, 1863. 
General Drx: 23 “se ‘ 
From all the information I can get, about two divisions are on the 
Blackwater. Spear is very sick. When he recovers I Shall feel of 
something. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
: Major-General. 


YORKTOWN, Ma : 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Drx: , May 9, 1863 


General Gregg was ordered to destroy the bridges referred to I onl 
burned those over the Chickahominy. © I do not know that he sresuediae 
but was told by prisoners that he did. , 

J. KILPATRIOK, 
Colonel, &e. 


f 
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ey ' WASHINGTON, D. C., May 9, 1863. 


‘Major-General Fost=R, New Berne, N. 0.: 


GENERAL: Your report, dated April 30, of the defense of Washing- 
ton is just received. Both the President and Secretary of War have 
spoken in the highest praise of the gallantry of yourself and your troops 
in the defense of Washington against the superior forces of the enemy. 
It will rank among the most glorious operations of the war. 

{ have also just received your letters of the 5th instant asking for re- 
enforcements. I regret it is at present utterly impossible to give you 
any. Every available man was sent to Suffolk and to co-operate with 
General Hooker. I have the positive orders of the President to with- 
draw no troops at present from General Hunter’s command. There is 
no other place from which troops can now be withdrawn. As you 
know, I have from the beginning had no hopes of success at Charles- 
ton, but the Navy insisted upon making the attack. It is unfortunate 
that so many things are undertaken at the same time; but this I can- 
not avoid. I think you will agree with me that our operations on the 
Mississippi River are much more important at the present time than 
any that can be carried on in North Carolina. 

In regard.to matters in Virginia we have our hands‘full. Troops 
cannot be withdrawn from there without great danger. Moreover, the 
President directed some months ago that no troops,be taken from Gen- 
eral Hooker’s army. I hope we may soon get recruits by draft. It 
will be made very soon; but we cannot yet calculate positively upon 
the result. 

Had General Hooker been successful on the Rappahannock it would 
have helped us very much in carrying out the conscription. Now we 
may possibly have some difficulty; but this will be overcome. 

General Hooker failed to accomplish his main object on the Rappa- 
hannock but he met with no disaster. He believes the loss of the 
enemy to be much greater than his own and will immediately renew 
operations. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
4 H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chef. 


Hpqrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 10, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: The troops at Suffolk have been hard at work demolish- 
ing the enemy’s works, which are very substantial and extended. They 
could not have been constructed during the three weeks of the invest- 
ment by less than 30,000 or 40,000 men. Ihave ordered General Peck 
to take up all the rails on both roads from the Blackwater to Suffolk 
and send them to this fort. The enemy had already removed them from 
the first 3 miles beyond Suffolk, on the Weldon road, and had loosened 
the spikes on 6 miles more, either to carry them off for use on other roads 
or to construct iron-clad batteries in front of ours. 

I desire to present to you some views in regard to holding Suffolk, and 
ask your decision in regard to them. Suffolk is no longer of any use to us 
as a position for making friends of the secessionists. The population 
there and in the surrounding country are bitterand implacable. The only 
object in holding it is to render the inland connection with North Carolina 
by the canals on the eastern side of the Dismal Swamp somewhat more 
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secure. Is this object of sufficient importance to warrant the cost and 

the hazard of maintaining the position? The connection is convenient | 
during the months of December, January, February, and March, when 
the communication by sea is liable to interruption by storms ; but dur- | 


“ 


ing the other eight months it is of little importance. We only use it 
for dispatches, a semi- weekly mail, and for the transportation of officers, 


f 


and occasionally a few men. They may as well gooutside. It does not — 


follow that we shall lose this connection by withdrawing from Suffolk, 
but we shall make it less secure. Suffolk is strong with a large force, 


and very weak with a small one. In the face of an enemy it is impos- © 


sible to fall back on Norfolk. It must be held at all hazards. We have 
over one hundred guns there. Its capture would be the greatest dis- 
aster of the war. It has a very narrow river running back 7 miles to 
the rear, always endangering the loss of our communication with our 


supplies. The enemy can approach it rapidly by two railroads. It can 


never be safely left without 15,000 men, and if invested by a large force 
it must have 25,000. 
The line of Deep Creek is 8 miles from Norfolk. It is a better line 
in all respects. The communication with the rear cannot well be cut. 
It will always be possible, even in the face of an enemy, to fall back on 
Norfolk. It can be defended by 10,000 men. There is but one objec- 
tion to the change—the moral effect. We fall back 12 miles; but on 
the other hand weadvance 40 on the York River and place ourselves 
at West Point, within 35 miles of Richmond. By occupying the line of 
Deep Creek we should save from 10,000 to 15,000 troops, and the trans- 
portation of supplies up the Nansemond, and gain a more secure position. 
The change can be made now while the great body of the enemy is 
away. It will be impossible when he returns. If the change should be 
approved, I should place General Peck in command of the new line and 
make him Military Governor of N orfolk, where his vigilance and prompti- 
tude would be of great advantage, sending General Viele into the field. 
I should also take up the rails on both roads between Suffolk and Deep 
Creek and deprive the enemy of the power of using them either for roads 
or for constructing iron batteries. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
[Indorsements. ] 
MAY 14, 1863. 
Respectfully referred to General Totten, Chief Engineer, General Bar- 
nard, and General Cullum for the expression of their views in regard to 
General Dix’s general plan. 
H. W. HALLEOR, 
General-in- Chief. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 14, 1863. 
We concur in the general views of General Dix respecting the aban- 
donment of Suffolk, Va., the determination of the Strength and direc- 
tion of the new line of defense at Deep Creek being left to General Dix 
and his engineers. : 
J. G. TOTTEN 
Brigadier- General, Chief of Engineers. 
J. G..BARNARD 
Brigadier-General, &e. 
; GEO. W. CULLUM, 
Lieutenant- Colonel Lingineers and Brigadier-Generai. 


y 
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; : HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
Camp Fifty-eighth Regt. Pa. Vols., May 10, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. SouTHARD HorFrMan, ; 
Assistant-Adjutant General, Highteenth Army Corps : 


_ Str: Ihave the honor to report that the enemy have occupied the 
line of Core Creek in greater force than heretofore, how great I have 
not yet ascertained. They made a reconnaissance this side the Dover- 
road bridge on Thursday with a troop of cavalry (of the Sixty-third 
North Carolina) and some infantry. They have leveled the works I 
had commenced this side the bridge (at Dover-road Crossing), and have 
erected field works with two embrasures beyond the creek. Also the 

__ bridge itself seems to have had additional work on it since we retired. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. RICHTER JONES. 


. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., May 11, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Drx, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe: 


GENERAL: In the communication from you dated the 5th and re- 
ceived the 7th instant you state your expectation that the siege of Suf- 
folk will be renewed. : 

Soon after assuming this command I had the honor to propose to you 
that all the abandoned rebel earthworks within your lines should be 
razed. Standing as they do, hardened by age, they tempt the reoccupa- 
tion by the enemy, to whom it would be but the work of a night to re- 
occupy them, to mount and casemate guns enough to command the 
channel, and cut off the communications of the gunboats. 

Last fall Commodore Livingston, at my suggestion, leveled the work 
at Helena which commands the navy-yard. 

I respectfully suggest to you that it would be of great advantage to 
naval operations if you would have the abandoned rebel earthworks on 
the Lower Nansemond, Elizabeth River, and at Sewell’s Point thoroughly 
leveled, excepting, of course, such as you may deem necessary for mili- 
tary purposes. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 


S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. \ 


———_— 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Department of North Oarolina, May 11, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Commander-in- Chief U. 8S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your tele- 
gram of the 8th instant. ' ’ 

I beg leave to say that it was not mainly to obtain re-enforcements 
that I wished to see you, although I desire above all things, as I am 
free to confess, thé return of the brave men whom I took from this de- 


>  ——— a 
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partment to that of the South, and who are there subject to mortifica 


tion and discomfort and a situation apparently of no benefit to them 


public service. 


My object related to contingencies that might arise (and which have 
now arisen) and what should be my action under the circumstances. I i 
am pleased, personally, that the trip will not now be needed, and that 
I can now give my whole attention to the necessary preparation. [I _ 


have made up my mind to meet the enemy at every point and to con- 
test every step so obstinately that its attainment will be made by him 


with sorrow. I have no fears of any disaster in this department (and 


with 3,000 more men I could obtain a small victory), but I beg you to 
believe that whatever efforts may be made against us we will try to give 
you a satistactory report. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


YORKTOWN, May 11, [1863.] 
Major-General Drx: 


Tam just down from West Point. The works there are now strong 
in front, and I left General Gordon at work on batteries near the Point, 


, where at least four 20-pounder Parrotts are necessary, and if you can 


send back all that were taken from here I can supply them. What I 

Shall recommend for the positions under my immediate command will 

depend in a great degree on the condition of the Army of the Potomae, 

which I do not know. 

iE. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 


: SUFFOLK, May 12, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

Line from Bowers’ to Southern Branch that is shortest and offers an 
impassable flank rests upon the arm of the Branch near Hodge’s, on 
Martin’s place. By Heine’s map, 7 miles of Deep Creek would be 
thrown out, as well as approaches along Dismal Canal. Deep Creek is 
narrow and would have to be guarded. Please look particularly. Five 


-mniles difference, which is very great. 


JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


—_—_—_—. 


‘Fort Monrokg, VaA., May 1 ; 
Hon. E. M. Stanvron: } » Hay 13, 1863 


I send you by this evening’s mail two Charleston papers of the 9th 
and 11th, handed to me by the captain of Her Britannic Majesty’s 
steamship Rinaldo, just arrived from that city in forty-five hours. No 
news except the death of Stonewall Jackson, telegraphed from Rich- 
mond’ on Monday. News from Vicksburg to the 9th. Landine of 
Federal troops at Youn g’s Point is announced. e 

JOHN A, DIX e 
Major-General. 


‘ 
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Hpgrs. Dept. oF NortTH CAROLINA, EIGHTEENTH A. (., 
New Berne, N. C., May 13, 1863. 
Rear-Admiral S. P. Lun, sees eeanii 


Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads, Va. : 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
May 1, repeating some of your views on the subjéct of posts on the 
‘Sounds in this department, and, as always, your views claim my care- 
ful consideration. 

_In, as it were, a joint department like this it is a matter of discrimina- 
tion what points to hold as of greater benefit to both arms of the serv- 
ice. The points on the coast are of course equally important for all par- 
ties. Roanoke Island is of great advantage to us as a strategical point; 

~ would be to the enemy. If the island were abandoned and the works 
were razed I have no doubt that it would be occupied by the enemy 
via Nag’s Head and across Roanoke Channel. At this point, from the 
shallowness of the water, gunboats could not prevent the occupancy 
and could not prevent the erection of batteries, even were it known that 
it would be attempted; whereas that position could be held by a small 
force on the island against a large one crossing. 

Experience has shown us the facility with which sand batteries can 
be erected, and also proved that their power of withstanding fire is 
greater than stone. It would require but a few weeks to again fortify 
Roanoke Island (should the enemy have it), and probably the taking of 
it has shown them the falsity of their previous line of defense; and I 
believe the division might lose more men than were withdrawn from 
my force as garrisons. ‘ 

As to Washington and Plymouth my views were given in my letter 
of the 22d ultimo. While I have force sufficient it seems to me impor- 
tant to hold the rich grain-growing counties lying in the pockets held 
by these towns, .and also as strategical points for harassing the enemy 
so long as I have force sufficient for any offensive movements; but such 
may not be the case long. 

Again, if the enemy should construct gunboats up the Tar and Roan- 
oke Rivers they probably could not be made sufficiently formidable to 
defeat the naval forces at Washington and Plymouth; the naval as well 
as land batteries could assist in the defense. It is not likely, however, 
that naval vessels crossing through the Sounds would be in force equal 
to encounter the combined forces at Washington and Plymouth, in 
which case (the enemy always being in a position to make concerted 
movements) a concentration of the vessels from several might be made 
for attacking detached vessels, in which case the result might be 
disastrous. Of these probabilities you of course are the best judge. 
But merely in accordance with our mutual desire to exchange ideas for 
the general good I give it as my opinion that were the towns of Wash- 
ington and Plymouth abandoned the mouths of the rivers so situated 
would be the right and best places for the guard-boats, and that the 
presence of the assistance on land would necessitate the presence of a 
large naval force to be as effective as the present guarding force. _ 

Would the class of boats in service here be of much use in outside 
service? 

Linclose herein a slip cut from a Raleigh paper, which shows the 
views held by the enemy upon the subject of our abandonment of the 
counties of Albemarle, the advantage gained by them of food, «ec. _ 

I have the honor to remain, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
J. G. FOSTER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


_ = 
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; HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
Camp Fifty-eighth Regt. Pennsylvania Vols., May 13,1863, 


Lieut. Col. SouUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Sir: I have the honor to report that a civilian who came down the 
Neuse road yesterday informs me that he found no posts at Core Creek, — 
and has been told that there are none this side of Moseley Creek. Also — 
the sergeant in charge of my daily patrol informs me that a man who — 
came down the Dover road stated to him that there are no Confederate 
troops this side of Gum Swamp. These reports I shall endeavor to — 
verify in the course of the day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. RICHTER JONES, 
Colonel Fifty-eighth Regiment, Commanding Outposts. 


» 
: 


SUFFOLK, May 14, 1863. 
Major-General Drx: 

Major Wentz thought he would be ready on Monday evening. Yes- 
terday he said he would be at Carrsville before sunset. Colonel Foster 
went yesterday, and writes that the train is not through. He decided 
to try that road first after examination. Time is precious, but I hope 
we shall succeed. After taking up several miles he might change roads. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


HpqQrs. DEPT. oF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CoRPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 14, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. E. D. Knyzs, 
. Commanding, Yorktown : 


GENERAL: I have forwarded your letter to the Adjutant-General, 
and suggested that Major-General Ord should have a command better 
suited to his rank than that of West Point, if one can be given to him. 
But he has behaved so handsomely I deemed it due to him to suggest 
also that his wishes should be consulted. 

On the maturest consideration I have decided to make West Point 
an independent command. Your own is a very extensive and impor- 
tant one, embracing Gloucester Point, Yorktown, Williamsburg, and 
indeed the whole Peninsula. I do not think your attention should be 
divided between this command and another. You need nothing but 
troops to make It the most important in the department, as it brings 
you nearer to Richmond than any other except West Point, and re- 
garding your limits as now extended to the neighborhood of the White 
House you are even nearer. Should the enemy reappear at Diascund 
Bridge I will do all I can to afford you the means of assailing him, as I 
proposed more than two months ago. Itis very doubtful whether there 
will be an advance from West Point with a sufficient force to accom- 
plish anything. If there Should be I shall take the command myself. 

You cannot doubt my desire to do all in my power to meet your 
wishes, and also to do justice to your rank. Circumstances have made 
the command at Suffolk during the last two months more important 
than any other, but events may at any moment render it necessary to 
throw the principal part of my force into your own command. I desire 
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_ under all circumstances that you should retain it, and I suggest whether 
how you may not repeat Colonel West’s reconnaissance, pushing it 
farther on. ‘ 
Lam told there is only a small cavalry force at the White House. 
The expedition, if you think it advisable, from the information in your 
possession, to undertake it, should be organized under your personal 
superintendence. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
‘ JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


[ForT MonROoE], May 14, 1863. 
Major-General KEYEs, 
Commanding, Yorktown : 


Your dispatch arrived this morning while I was away. I wrote you 
a few hours ago, stating that on full reflection I had decided to make 
- West Point an independent command. 

I have suggested a movement up the Peninsula. Please make the 
change you desire in the cavalry and I will endeavor to give it back to 
you in a few days with an addition of the same arm. 

I have forwarded your letter to the Adjutant-General, as I have ex- 
plained in mine, which you will receive to-morrow; but I cannot concur 
in your removal to another department. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
, Major-General. 


HDgRS. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., May 14, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral.8. P. LEE, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


ADMIRAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ter of the 11th instant proposing that all the rebel earthworks within 
my lines, except such as are necessary for military purposes, should be 
razed. 

All the troops at Suffolk have been constantly occupied since the 
retreat of the enemy in leveling his intrenchments, which are very ex- 
tended and solid. When this is completed they will be occupied with 
not less urgent labors for the next month. 

At Norfolk and Fort Monroe I have barely force enough for guard 
duty, but I will personally examine as soon as practicable all the 
earthworks in this vicinity and meet your wishes as far as Ican. Hliza- 
beth City is in North Carolina and not under my control. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 14, 1863. 
Major-General DIx: 
The matter of your letter of the 10th is approved. I write you to-day. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 
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WASHINGTON, May 14, 1863. =| 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe : Xt 
GENERAL: Your letter of the 10th is received. I fully agree with } 
you that the line of Deep Creek is much better for the defense of Nor- 
folk than the line of the Nansemond. Suffolk is a most ill-chosen posi- 
tion for defense, and is unimportant in any other respect than security 
of Norfolk. Why it was ever occupied I do not know. — 
. Although fully concurring in your views I felt unwilling to approve 
’ the change without first submitting the matter to a board of able and 
| experienced officers and afterward to the Secretary of War. All con- 
| firm your views. Before making the change the new line should be 
| well fortified and prepared for the batteries. It should for the present 
3 be considered the second line, and the intended change kept a profound 
secret. The arrangements for the defense of this line should be made 
under the direction of your chief engineer, Major Stewart. 
When abandoned, the works of Suffolk should be destroyed. 


Yours, truly, H. W. HALLECK 
General-in- Chief. 


Ee 


Fort Monnron, May 14, 1863. 
Major-General Prox: 

I have a dispatch from the General-in-Chief approving my sugges- 
tions as to changes I named to you. The second line and the dismant- 
ling of the railroads must be pushed to completion. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., May 14, 1863. 
General Dix: 
At 5 p.m. Colonel Foster had driven the enemy back to his intrench- 
ments and the working party was doing well; within 24 miles of Black- 
water. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., May 15, 1863. 
Major-General Drx: 
The working party are now just this side of Carrsville ; getting along 
well. Have Sent rations to Colonel Foster. The enemy are running 
cars very actively in view of advance on that line. 
JOHN J. PEOK, 
Major-General. 


: HEADQUARTERS OUTPosTs, 
Camp Fifty-eighth Regt. Pennsylwania Vols., May 15, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. Sourmarp Horrman, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Sr: I have the honor to report that the facts which I communicated 
to headquarters yesterday respecting the line of Core Creek are con- 


oa by my patrol, and that the enemy have now no force on that 
ine. 


H AY 
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I also learn from various sources, so that I count on it as reliable to 
_ a reasonable degree, that the enemy’s force in Kinston is now very 
small, not exceeding five regiments, and that there are few troops at 
Goldsborough. Of the five regiments, one is at Gum Swamp and one 
_ at Wise’s Forks, and the regiment at Gum Swamp is open to a move- 
ment on its rear and might be cut off. If it is thought desirable under 
existing circumstances to seize Kinston and Goldsborough I would re- 
quest to be allowed to strike the railroad somewhere north of Golds- 
borough, in order to intercept re-enforcements, &c. With one good in- 
fantry regiment added to my own and three or four troops of cavalry 
and a section of artillery I feel confident I could reach that railroad 
with little or no opposition and break it up extensively, that is, pro- 
~ vided the intention be kept entirely secret. 

The enterprise would justify some labor and risk in reference to the 
capture of Goldsborough only, but as connected with a simultaneous 
movement from Suffolk on Weldon it might materially interrupt the 
enemy’s communications and influence the war. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. RICHTER JONES, 
Colonel Thirty-eighth Pennsylvania Vols., Comdg. Outposts. 


‘Fort Monrog, Va., 
May 16, 1863—1 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 

Colonel Foster is covering our work, which is in good progress, on 
' the railroad near Carrsville. Has been engaged with the enemy more 
or less for two days. A lively artillery fire has been kept up on our 
workmen. Yesterday the enemy advanced within canister-range, but 
was driven back witb considerable loss. On our side a caisson was 
riddled, a horse killed, and 9 men wounded. The iron is arriving ia 
Norfolk. When we get on the other road we shall probably have sony; 


sharp fighting. FORA SOTS 
| Major-General. 


Fort Monroez, May 16, 1863. 
Major-General PECK, 
Commanding, Suffolk : 

A report has just reached me, not on the best authority, that the encary 
has 5,000 men at Scott’s factory and 10,000 at Colonel Thomay’. Where 
these places are I do not know, but somewhere between the Hiack- 

ate d the Nansemond, I believe. Ang 
eae JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., May 16, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

Scott’s factory is at Smithfield, but the other place I cannot locate 
exactly. That is a good country for supplies, and from it they flank all 
moves on Blackwater. If there, it looks like assuming ne es ensive, for 

is a considerable force on the river massed near Frank)in. 
pai JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General, 


720 NORTH CAROLINA AND 8. E. VIRGINIA. [Cnar. X3 


Major-General PEK 
ae: Commanding, Suffolk : a ‘ 
My man is here from New Haven [Richmond]. He says none o ong- 
sineet's force have gone beyond New Haven, and that they are on the 4 
New London* and head of Washington.* Heard that there was some < 
trap to draw out the troops at Boston [Suffolk]. ‘ e would acta toa 
é i h of yesterday’s report. Foster must be very vigilant. 
j ascertain truth of yes : Y p TOT we 
<a Major-General. 


————— 


Fort Monroe, May 17, 1863. 
Major-General Prck: ‘ 
- No pains should be spared to sustain Foster. He should be re-en- 
forced, if necessary. Was the enemy seen near Alexandria? 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY Corrs, 
Fort Monroe, May 17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauiecx, 
. General-in-Chief : 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 14th is received and your wishes have 
ali been anticipated. The moment I received your telegraphic dispatch 
saying that you approved my views, I sent Major Stewart to examine 
the new line, and it will be fortified under his direction, It has been 
given out that we are to fortify it as a second line, and a show of stren gth- 
ening the defenses at Suffolk is to be kept up until it is ready. 

I have justreturned from Suffolk ; the enemy is on this side the Black- 
water and in considerable force. Colonel Foster is between him and 
our working party with 8,000 men. We hope to finish our work on the 
Weldon road by Wednesday. When we go to Zuni we shall send a 
still larger force. 

My man came in from Richmond to-day. He says that only one divis- 
ion of Longstreet’s force went north of Richmond, and that it returned 
to Petersburg, being too late for the battle of Fredericksburg. He con- 
firms my former statements that the force before Suffolk was near 40,000, 
and he says this whole force is at Petersburg, on the Blackwater, and 
back of Franklin, on the Weldon road. 

The Richmond has met with an accident; he could not ascertain pre- 
cisely what, but thinks it was some damage to her machinery. The two 
iron-clads on the stocks are getting on slowly. He thinks they cannot 
be completed before August, but he j udged from what he saw that 


tention to bring one out as soon ag possible. 
He is satisfied that troops have recently been brought to Richmond 
from Georgia and South Carolina and sent on to Fredericksburg. It 


was said at Richmond that Lee was to attack Hooker and drive him 
back to the Potomac. 


I am, very respectfully and truly, yours, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


* Cipher. 


° 
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a 
y, 


HEADQUARTERS FourTH ARMY CoRPs, 

Fort Yorktown, Va., May 17, 1863. 

Lieut. Col. L. H. PELovuzn, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of Virginia: 

CoLonEL: I have the honor to forward to you (according to instrue- 
tions from Headquarters Army of the Potomac) instructions given me 
from the same headquarters. I expect my command will have all ar- 
rived by this evening. While itis my great desire to literally carry out 
_ the orders of my chief, I intend also to act in compliance with the wishes 

aid instructions of the major-general in whose department I am to tem- 
porarily remain. Any advice, suggestion, or instruction that the major- 
general commanding the department may do me the honor to forward 
-Ishall be pleased to receive and promptly to execute. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. KILPATRICK, 
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry Brigade. 


{Inclosure. } 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
May 13, 1863. 
Colonel KILPATRICK, 

Commanding Cavalry Brigade : 

COLONEL: The major-general commanding directs that you assume 
command of the regiments of cavalry now with you at Yorktown; that 
you will hold your force well in hand, inflicting whatever damage the 
legitimate rules of war sanction upon the enemy, his supplies, and his 
communications. You will observe his movements as far as possible. 
You will take with you from this camp the dismounted men of both 
regiments and remount them there with captured animals. You will 
report by letter and telegraph as occasion requires, holding your com- 
mand ready to co-operate with this army in its operations. 

You will furnish General Keyes, or the commanding officer in whose 
department you may temporarily remain, with copies of your instruc- 
tions that you may receive from time to time. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


DISTRICL OF THE ALBEMARLE, 
Plymouth, N. C., May 17, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. SoUTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Departinent of North Carolina: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to report the condition of affairs in the 
district as follows: 

The lines in front of this town are in progress toward completion. 
The parapet of Fort Williams is now well sodded on its exterior slope, 
as also three sides of the superior slope and palisades, ready for the 
ditch. 

The breastworks on the right and left are being strengthened by a 
substantial revetment of timber and the ditch considerably widened, as 
also the epaulement on the left of the Columbia road. 

The excavation and revetment of the redoubt near Boyle Creek is 
nearly complete, and will be ready for the gun by the last of this 
week. The redoubt above, intended for the protection of river obstruc- 
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i is progressing favorably, but the frame for magazine has not been 
rece, and SYeparatibns sire now made to construct it on the ground. 
This work, constructed by the Ninety-sixth New York Volunteers, I 
have named Fort Gray, in memory of Col. C. O. Gray of that regiment, 
killed in battle at Kinston, subject to the approval of the commanding 
general. The obstructions at the head of the island have been com- 
menced. There have been many difficulties on account of repairs to 
the pile-drivers and density of the substratum, but it is believed that 
work will progress hereafter inore rapidly. 

Light guns are required for Fort Williams and for the redoubt near 
the Columbia road. 

At Roanoke Island working parties are employed in getting out pali- 
sades for Forts Reno and Parke. The north face of the latter is in 
danger of being seriously washed, as also the easterly face of Fort Fos- 
ter, both of which require attention. 

A few guerrillas are skulking within the limits of this county, but 
in small numbers, and a company of cavalry is reported to be in the 
neighborhood of Jamesville, but thus far have made no hostile demon- 
strations. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding. 


SUFFOLK, VA., May 18, 1863. 
General Dix: 

A contraband from Franklin says General Jenkins states that we are 
fortifying at Carrsville and relaying the road from this end with the 
rail from that end with the view of advancing. The mail-boats are 
at or below Franklin. Stratton reports Lieutenant Titus with 47 men 
having a skirmish near Newby’s Bridge with 150 guerrillas. An am- 
buscade was prepared to capture all his party, but he cut his way 
through; Lieutenant Beatty and 2 privates severely and 1 sergeant 
slightly wounded; 1 rebel killed, 2 prisoners, several wounded. No 
loss of horses, some having been taken by us. Stratton approves the 
conduct of Lieutenant Titus. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


———E 


SUFFOLK, VA., May 18, 1863. 
General VIELE: 

The boats were taken down to the Albemarle Sound and into the 
Chowan. They are at Franklin probably. Major Stratton sent out a 
party to the Pasquotank with a view of intercepting them. 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


' Tort Monrork, May 18, 1863. 
Major-General PrEcK: 


Do I understand that the railroad connection between Boston * and 


Baltimore* is now complete; and, if So, how many miles of iron this 
side the former are taken up and removed 2 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 
* Cipher, hrs “3 
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SUFFOLK, May 18, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: Baek RE 


Engine now running, Iron removed for about 34 miles this side 


Carrsville. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


u SUFFOLK, May 18, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 


If Hooker is reduced as reports state, Lee does not require Longstreet 
to leave Blackwater. 
JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ; Hpaqrs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 79. New Berne, May 19, 1863. 


In obedience to orders from the War Department Brig. Gen. E. A. 
Wild, U.S. Volunteers (a gallant and accomplished soldier and gentle- 
man), has arrived in this department for the purpose of raising a bri- 
gade of colored troops. General Wild will establish recruiting offices 
at such points as he may select, and all district commanders, command- 
ing officers of posts, and other officers and men, are hereby enjoined 
and ordered to afford to General Wild, his officers and men, every 
facility and aid in the performance of their duties and in carrying out 
fully and in good faith the orders of the Government. 

The commanding general expects that this order will be sufficient to 
insure the prompt obedience (the first duty of a soldier) of all officers 
and soldiers in this department to the orders from the War Depart- 
ment. 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster: 

[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Fort Monroe, May 20, 1863. 


Major-General PECK: 

The Baltimore Sun of Monday says we are taking up the track of 
the Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad from Carrsville to the junction of 
the Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad. The writer of this letter is not 
here; when he returns I shall see to it. The rails on the Seaboard road 
weigh 158 tons per mile; those on the Petersburg road 246 tons per 
mile. Of course it will require time to remove them. The operation 
on the latter road will amount toa campaign and we must look for some 
sharp fighting, for I do not believe 5,000 tons of railroad iron will in 
the present emergency be given up without a contest. . 

All quiet at West Point. Gordon needs more guns, and one of his 
regiments goes shortly. How are you getting on? 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


\ 
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SUFFOLK, VA., May 20, 1863. 
— General D1x: 

The papers do our cause almost as much harm as the rebel armies. 
Hooker’s moves were all read in the papers long before the hour for 
Lee to strike, and he knew both sides of the game. ‘ 

Wentz commenced as he did to save time. He has not reported this 
morning, but I believe I will transfer the work at dark. 

A deserter says between 20,000 and 30,000 on Blackwater under 
Longstreet. Have not believed it. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., May 20, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

I ordered Windsor to be occupied at dusk as a base of operations, 
which you fully understand. Work is to be rushed vigorously. Forti- 
fications of Suffolk are in progress. 

JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, May 20, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 
Wentz is now within 3 miles of Suffolk. The programme is all ar- 
ranged for the matter spoken of. 
JOHN J. PEOK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS Ovrposts, 
Camp Fifty-eighth Regt. Pennsylvania Vols., May 20, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. SourHARD HoFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Sir: I have the honor to report that I propose sending the Fifty-eighth 
Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers to-morrow morning (Thursday) to 
seize the crossings of Core Creek, to rebuild the bridges, and to capture 
if practicable, the enemy’s post at the railroad Switch; to raise up at all 
events the latter enterprise as a cover and pretext for our ulterior 
movements. 

To carry on the movement without losin time and opportunit 
ought to have the re-enforcements by rail or See at ies ene 
morrow afternoon or evening; the earlier, the more time for the men to 
rest and sleep. I contemplate moving from Core Creek about 10 p.m 
so as to reach my position just before daylight. i 

I might effect our object with two regiments, but to guard against 
possibilities I wish six; also three companies of cavalry, two pieces of 
artillery (though the artillery is not likely to be used), and the men 
bine AG ae me ec: For cavalry I should prefer Pond’s 

Q acob’s, who have be i ; 
ane ae on the line) for the reinttiii fears clan ap! 
S regards your suggestion respecting the Trent road I shall ce i 
out by ordering one of the cavalry Conan now on hat cae of the 
line, or both, with two companies of the infantry now there, to make a 
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reconnaissance on Friday on the Trent road, at least as far as Trenton 
Forks, and, if the cavalry can cross the river at the ford above the town, 
to capture any small parties that may be there. ; 

For the bridge fifteen to twenty or twenty-five 2-inch plank, not less 
than 12 feet long, will be sufficient, poles with dirt on them answering © 
for the ends near the banks, as far out as earth can conveniently be cast 
with a shovel; and a team had better be sent with them to report this 
evening to the office at Batchelder’s Creek bridge and there to await my 
orders. IfI succeed I shall need the team in addition to my own, to 
transport captured arms, &c., and at all events to bring along lame 
soldiers. 

If there are any further explanations required or suggestions to be 
made please communicate. 

If I have a really good marching regiment in addition to my own I 
shall prefer the path to the left as a surer course, though it will involve 
some fording of small streams, mud, &c., and will probably oblige field 


‘ officers to move on foot. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. RICHTER JONES, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


Fort MONROE, V4., 
May 21, 1863—12 noon. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief: 

The rails will all be up on the Weldon Railroad beyond Suffolk to-day. 
To-morrow we commence on the Petersburg Railroad. The troops were 
in position last night. We hope to save 7,000 tons of iron, but expect 
to fight for it. 

‘ JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort MONROE, May 21, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 
The articles relating to removing rails came from the correspondent 
of the Associated Press and not from the correspondent of the Herald. 
Mr. Thompson will call on you to-day. I think him a reliable man. 


JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, May 21, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN A. DIX: 


General Getty writes me that a report is current throughout the 
country that Suffolk is tobe abandoned. He was informed that it origi- 
nated with the adjutant of the One hundred and forty-eighth New York 
Volunteers. Stories of the greatest absurdity are circulated by officers, 
and I think this one should be investigated, as a caution to officers. 


JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
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$ Fort Monror, VA., May 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, Ress 
\ General-in- Chief : 
Highty contrabands were sent last week to Franklin from Richmond 
- to take up the iron on the Weldon road. Four of them are in Suffolk. 
We have now all the iron safe. We have commenced on the Peters- 
burg road, near Zuni, and shall take up the track back to Windsor by - 
to-night. We commenced dismantling these roads at the right time. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, May 22, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 

Will be at Windsor before night on the return. I have 10,000 there 
to protect workmen. General Dodge is just from Windsor. He says 
45-pound rail is just as good as the heavy one, and the Government 


can save much. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Tort MONROE, May 23, 1863. 
Major-General Prox: 

T incline to the belief that there are few troops on the Blackwater. 
From two sources I learn that troops in large numbers have gone from 
New Haven to New York and to the Southwest by Danville. We have 
no artillerists. You must take them from your cavalry regiments. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., May 23, 1863—8.45 p.m. 
General Dix: 
General Dodge at Antioch Church was attacked at 6.15 p.m. No 
particulars. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Rep I [OUSE, PICKET STATION, May 23, 1863. 
Col. J. RICHTER JONES, 
Commanding Outposts : 


COLONEL: I have the honor to report that in accordance with your 
orders to me of the 2ist instant I moved my company, together with 
Company Lof my regiment and two companies of the One hundred and 
fifty-eighth New York Regiment from Captain command, on 
the Trent road, at 5 o'clock yesterday morning. On arriving at the 
Trenton Forks, which point was reached without our seeing more of the 
enemy than a half dozen who scattered into the woods at our approach, 
I sent one of the infantry companies down the Trenton road to recon- 
noiter the crossing of the river, and left the other at the forks. I pro- 
ceeded with the cavalry up the Kinston road, and on reaching the edge 
of Noble’s plantation, 6 miles from the forks, found it barricaded, and a 
small earthwork thrown up to the right of the road. Passing this ob- 
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struction I found at the distance of a quarter of a mile a long earthwork 
with two embrasures for cannon, extending about 200 yards on each side 
of the road. There were also huts erected for a regiment. Two rebel 
cavalrymen were seen as we approached in rear of the earthwork, and 
I was informed by Mrs. Noble that 12 comprised the whole force of the 
enemy at this point. These eluded our pursuit, which was continued for 
about amile. From Noble’s a road runs to the Trent River. The bridge 
has been burned, and I learned that the river was unfordable at this 
point, I therefore countermarched and proceeded by the road which 
unites the Trent and Kinston roads, 4 miles beyond the forks, to Trenton 
Bridge. <A few of the enemy’s cavalry dismounted fired upon us from 
the town, but retreated too rapidly to permit their capture, although 
I forded the river immediately and chased them 3 miles, by the road 
which leads out of Trenton, up the river. 

Not more than a dozen of the enemy were seen, and this appeared to 
be the force of pickets maintained in Trenton, which is relieved daily 
from Tuckahoe, 16 miles distant. While I was in Trenton two small 
unoccupied buildings were burned by some one of my command without 
orders. 

I bivouacked at the forks of the roads and this morning sent out a 
platoon, 4 miles by the Kinston road, which saw no signs of the enemy. 
After waiting for further orders until 4 o’clock p. m. at the Forks I re- 
turned to camp. 

IT am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Dae a by bi 
Captain Company G, Third New York Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
May 25, 1863. 
Major-General Drx, Commanding, &e.: 
Have you it in your power to obtain reliable information of the trans- 
fer of troops from Charleston to Richmond? From recent indications it 
is of great importance that this fact should be ascertained as early as 


practicable. : 
JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort Monroe, May 25, 1863—3 p. m. 
Major-General HOOKER: 

I am informed from three different sources, and do not doubt, that 
troops have gone from South Carolina and Georgia, but whether to 
Bragg or Lee not quite certain. The greater part of Longstreet’s forces, 
recently on the Blackwater, are near Richmond, ready to move either on 
Fredericksburg or West Point. 

JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


Fort MoNnrRoOE, VA., 
May 26, 1863—11 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief : 
Major-General Ord, who has come down this evening from West 
Point, recommends, with the concurrence of General E, D. Keyes and 
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General Gordon, the withdrawal of our troops from that position, un- 
less he can have 4,000 more infantry, 28 guns in addition to those 
already there, and a pontoon bridge 1,200 yards long. The recom- 
mendation is founded on the altered state of things since the occu- 
pation took place: First, the retreat of General Hooker ; second, the 
very recent concentration of troops in the vicinity of Richmond from 
the Blackwater and North Carolina line; third, the probability of an - 
attack in force at an early day, as I am advised by General Gordon 
by telegraph since General Ord left; and, fourth, the apprehension 
that our communication with the supplies will be interrupted by their 
erection of heavy batteries on the York, the enemy having already with 
his light guns fired with some effect on our mail-boat, so as to render 
an armed convoy necessary for our transports. In the uncertainty as 
to General Hooker’s movements I have thought proper to communicate 
with you at once. I have discharged three regiments. More are soon 
to follow, and trom appearances I suppose I cannot hope to have their 
places supplied. In that case my force will soon be reduced below the 
minimum necessary for my extended command. Averse as I am to any 
retrograde movement, I should be disposed to concur with my three 
general officers, unless from your more extended view of the whole 
ground you can afford me a hope of being strengthened either by fresh 
troops or by early movements in Virginia, which will keep the enemy 


fully occupied. 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


HDaRS. DEPT. oF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY Corps, 
, Fort Monroe, Va., May 26, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. E. D. Knyns, 


Commanding, Yorktown : 

GENERAL: I have until to-day been prevented by urgent engage- 

ments from replying to Colonel West’s letter to your assistant adju- 
tant-general, of the 14th instant, with your indorsement of the 15th. 
_ The colonel refers to the meritorious conduct of the troops at Will- 
lamsburg and Fort Magruder, when assailed by a superior force under 
General Wise, and regards my omission to speak of them in my order 
concerning the recent investment of Suffolk as forcing “the unpleasant 
conclusion that there was something left undone which should have 
been done.” 

In your indorsement you Say you ‘regard Colonel West's complaint 
as just,” with an intimation that I have been guilty of « partiality.” 

I regret very much that Colonel West should have drawn from my 
omission to refer to his command in the order alluded to the inference 
that he and his troops had not done all that brave and devoted men 
could do, and he will see from a statement of facts that there is no 
ground for such an inference. 


The operations at Suffolk, after the third day of the investment of 
three weeks, were carried on under my Own observation, as I was ever 
alternate day either there or on the N ansemond. on rs 
On the other hand the operations at Williamsburg and its vicinity 
commenced and ended during my absence and while you were in com- 
mand of the department, This fact would, however, have made no dif- 
ference with me if the meritorious services of the troops had been prop- 
erly represented to me by a report from you or from Colonel West 
But no such representation has ever been made to me, Nothing was 
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left by you at the headquarters of the department, either in the form of 
a report or statement of the services of Colonel West and his troops ; 
nor could I find among the telegraphic dispatches a single one giving 
any but the most meager account of the advance and retreat of the 
enemy. Thus you will perceive if there is a fault anywhere it is not 
due to the “ partiality ” unjustly imputed to me, but to your omission to 
leave on the files of the department the data necessary to enable me to 
do justice, as I would most cheerfully have done at the proper time, to 
Colonel West and his command. 
_ You will please send to him a copy of this letter, with a request that 
it may be communicated to his officers. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ; Hpar-s. Dept. oF N.C., EIGHTEENTH A. C., 
No. 81. New Berne, May 26, 1863. 

The commanding general, in common with the officers and men of 
this command, is called upon to mourn the loss of a most gallant officer, 
Col. J. Richter Jones, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, who fell 
at the head of his regiment on the evening of May 23, whilst repelling 
an attack on the outposts. 

Colonel Jones won the admiration of all in this department by the 
indefatigable, able, and gallant manner with which he filled the ardu- 
ous duties of commander of the outposts. He died whilst yet enjoying 
the triumph of a victory won by his valor and counsel. To the service, 
to this department, and to his regiment this death has been a sad loss; 
and to all here, and to those at home whom he loved, the commanding 
general offers his most sincere sympathy. May his bright example lead 
many to tread the arduous path of duty with as pure an appreciation of 
duty and with as firm unswerving tread as he. 

All the flags in this department will be carried at half-mast for the 
three days following the receipt of this order, and at this post half-hour 
guns will be fired from Forts Totten and Rowan from sunrise to sunset 
to-morrow, May 27. 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster: 

[SOUTHARD HOFFMAN, } 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


: Fort Monron, May 27, 1863. 
Major-General PECK: 

We are threatened with an attack at West Point, and I shall be 
obliged to call on you for some troops and guns. General Ord is on 


his way here. He took command there yesterday. 
JOHN A. DIX, 


Major-General. 


SuFFOLK, May 27, 1863. 


Major-General Dix: 
Will the Provisional Brigade answer? Wardrop and Wistar are in 
it. Wardrop is one of my best officers. The Ninety-ninth is equal to 


hrice its number of ordinary men. 
mone JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
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Fort Monrog, May 27, 1863. 
Major-General PEroK: 
The Provisional Brigade will do. Have it ready to move at a mo- 
ment’s warning. Iam waiting dispatches from Washington. Unless 
Hooker does something the question of retaining West Point. becomes 


a doubtful one. 
de JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. . 


SUFFOLK, May 27, 1863. 
Major-General Dix: 
Will have brigade ready. Unless Hooker moves, that position will 
be very hazardous indeed. 
JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


MAY 27,.1863—12 m. 
Maj. Gen. E. D. Kryrs, 
Commanding, &e., Yorktown : 

Do you know of any force of the enemy to prevent Colonel Kilpatrick 
with his two regiments from crossing the country from Gloucester to 
Urbana, and are his horses in suitable condition to make the mareh ? 
All of the enemy’s cavalry in my front are at Culpeper, and he has no 
infantry below Port Royal. From Urbana Colonel Kilpatrick’s com- 
mand could be ferried over the Rappahannock, under cover of the gun- 
boats, should it be necessary. Please reply without delay. 

JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort Monron, Va., May 27, 1863. 
ae 
Maj. Gen. Joseru NookEr, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac : 


I send below a dispatch from Major-General Keyes in reply to yours. 
I have received a dispatch from General Gordon advising me of a foree 
on the Mattapony and that he is threatened with an attack. About 
200 of Colonel Kilpatrick’s men are not mounted. I wish you would 
leave them with me at present. I need them very much at West Point, 
where I have only 200 cavalry. I will endeavor to get horses for them 
in Gloucester County. 

JOHN A: DIX, 


Major-General. 


; [Inclosure. } 
Major-General Hooker, 


Commanding Army of the Potomac: 
__1 know of no force to prevent Colonel Kilpatrick crossing to Urbana, 
if he can cross the Rappahannock safely; their horses in fair condition. 
KR. D. KEYES, 
Major-General. 
WASHINGTON, May 28, 1863. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe : PM eh 


My information is that Lee is massing all his forces on the Rappa- 
hannock. As General Hooker Teports directly to the President I know 


ea I haw hy ales ea 


ak 
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not what he intends to do. I can give you no re-enforcements what- 
ever. If under these circumstances your position at West Point is 
deenied unsafe you will withdraw from it. ; 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. - 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 

3 Off Newport News, Va., May 28, 1863. 

~~ Maj. Gen. J. G. Fosrnr, eee Senacanet 

” _ Comdg. Eighteenth Army Corps, New Berne, N. C.: 

: GENERAL: Your interesting communication ot the 13th instant was 
received during my absence at Washington, where I saw General Hal- 
leck and urged him to give you more men. He informed Secretary Fox 
and myself that it would be utterly impossible to do so until conscripts 
are got. Still I pressed the matter in another interview, and left at 
the Department a report on the subject, which I was informed would 
be communicated to the Secretary of War. 

I hope you may get the troops which you so greatly need for the 
occupation of Smith’s Island and the attack on Wilmington. 

Your views respecting the occupation of Plymouth, Roanoke Island, 
and Washington are certainly very forcible. I will at all times use 
every effort to sustain you in holding your positions, and especially 
while you are supported by so few troops. I have instructed Com- 
mander Davenport to make every exertion to support you at this crit- 

4 ical period. . 

If you can make the military occupation of New Berne, Plymouth, 
and Washington complete, so as to require little or no gunboat defense, 
fewer vessels will be required in the Sounds, and yet allow a sufficient 
movable force there to keep the police of its waters, prevent such es- 
capes as those of the Arrow and Emily up the Chowan, and prevent 
violations of the blockade. Though the vessels in the Sounds are not 
adapted to outside cruising a portion of them would be very useful for 
blockade and other duty here. 

I have just written urgently to the Navy Dopartment to try and get 
you more troops and. artillery. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
S. P. LEE, 

Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


UnIvED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., May 30, 1863—12 m. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 

Your dispatch is just received. I have but one gunboat here, attend- 
ing a court-martial, and one at Norfolk, repairing with dispatch for im- 
portant duty. Five other gunboats are now in the vicinity of York- 
town. 

Please inform me fully what service is required, that I may know 
what dispositions tomake and what instructions to give to promote the 
public interest. 

aed cee BE Da 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, _ 
Washington, May 30, 1863. 
Major-General Dix, Fort Monroe, Va.: 
The troops withdrawn from West Point are greatly needed here. 


Can they not be spared ? 
eee : H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


Fort Monror, VA., 
May 30, 1863—1 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauxcx, 
General-in- Chief: 

I went with Major-Generals Peck and Keyes to West Point yester- 
day, and on consultation with General Gordon it was unanimously de- 
cided to withdraw the troops, throw them up the Peninsula above 
Williamsburg, and, in conjunction with the force under Keyes, attack 
the enemy at Diascund Bridge, which is as near Richmond as West 
Point. There are at West Point only 4,700 men, and they will be re- 
duced to 4,000 shortly by the discharge of a regiment. General Keyes 
has only 5,000 men at Gloucester Point, Yorktown, and Williamsburg, 
and it is very desirable that he should have this re-enforcement. I have 
lost three regiments and shall lose fourteen more by expiration of 
service. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monror, May 30, 1863. 
Major-General Kryxs: 


Send word to General Gordon as quickly as possible that the gunboats 
have failed me, and that they cannot be ready till to-morrow. I will 
send up the transportation to-morrow night. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


MAY 31, 1863—10 a. m. 
Major-General Dix, Fortress Monroe: Pars ae 

Agreeably to your request directions have been given for the dis- 
mounted men of Colonel Kilpatrick’s cavalry to report to you. Will 


you please have me furnished with a map of the positi fy 
at West Point, and also the position ant sie Ce th ee 


enemy’s forces in that Vicinity? We hav 
Hood’s division is posted between Gordonsville and Louisa Court- 
8 Junction), Long- 
al Lee must be absent, as 
mM reply to mine since a 


JOSEPH HOOKER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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Fort Monroe, May 31, 1863. 
Major- General HOOKER, 
Commanding Arm, y of the Potomac : 


It has been decided to withdraw from West Point and throw the 
force there up the Peninsula toward the White House. I can get no 
satisfactory information as to the enemy’s force. There was last week 
a considerable body massed north of Richmond, on the railroad, ready 
to support Lee at Fredericksburg or Wise at White House. 1 can hear 
~_ nothing of them since Wednesday. I will advise you of all my move- 
ments. My force is small. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


DISTRICT OF BEAUFORT, 
Morehead City, N. C., May 31, 1863. 


Lieut. Col. SourHarD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Highteenth Army Corps: 


COLONEL: I have the honor to communicate that I assumed com- 
mand of the district on my arrival here yesterday. 

[have put 250 men at work on the fort in front of this city to-day. 

I have also started things up at Newport Barracks and vicinity, 
where I found matters very loose. I am in hopes I shall have every- 
thing in fine working order in a day or two. 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F, B. SPINOLA. 


Abstract from Tri-monthly Return of the Department of Virginia (Seventh Army Corps), 
Maj. Gen. John A. Dix commanding, for May 31, 1863 (headquarters Fort Monroe, Va.). 
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Organization of troops in the Department of Virginia, Maj. Gen. John % 
A Dio, U. 8S. Army, commanding, May 31, 1863. 
FOURTH ARMY CORPS. 
Maj. Gen. ERASMUS D. Kryes. 


First Division (Yorktown). 


‘Aipiar Brigade. King’s Brigade. 
Col. R. M. Wust. Brig. Gen. Rurus Kine. 
139th New York, Col. Anthony Conk. 4th Delaware, Col. A. H. Grimshaw. 
6th New York Cavalry (battalion), Maj. | 168th New York, Col. William R. Brown. 
W. P. Hall. 169th Pennsylvania, Col. Lewis W. 
178th Pennsylvania, Col. James Johnson. Smith, uae 
5th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Lieut. Col. | 179th Pennsylvania, Col. William H., 
William Lewis. Blair. 


SECOND DIvis1on (West Point). 
Brig. Gen. GrorGE H. Gorpon. 


‘ First Brigade. Second Brigade. 

Col. WILLIAM GURNEY. Col. Burr Porter. 
127th New York, Lieut. Col. 8. L. Wood- | 22d Connecticut, Col. George S. Burn- 

ford. ham. 
142d New York, Col. N. M. Curtis. 40th Massachusetts, Maj. Joseph M. Day. 
143d New York, Col Horace Boughton. 141st New York, Lieut. Col. William K. 
144th New York, Lieut. Col. David E. Logie. 

Gregory. 

Artillery. 


2d Wisconsin Battery, Capt. Charles Beger. 
4th Wisconsin Battery, Capt. John F. Vallee. 


RESERVE ARTILLERY (Yorktown). 
Capt. JAMES McKniaur. 


Ist New York, Batteries F and H Capts. Willliam R. Wilson and Charle E. Mink. 

oh nee. York Battery, Capt. Butler Fitch. = ie 
st Pennsylvania, Batteries E and H,* Capts. T. G. Orwig and Andrew F: 

Sth U. S., Battery M, Capt, James McKnight, Se ae We te ee 


UNASSIGNED INFANTRY. 


172d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. James A, Johnson. 


SEVENTH ARMY OORPS. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Drx, 
Prck’s Division (Suffolk), 


Brig. Gen. Miciann CoRcoRAN. + 


Tirst Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. H. D. Terry, Col. R. 8S. Fosrer. 
26th Michigan, Col. J. 8. Farrar. 13th Indiana, Li 
Ist New York Battalion Sharpshooters, 112th New your! Coe co Be aa 
Capt. Joseph 8. Arnold, 169th New York, Lieut. Col. John Me- 
130th New York, Col. Alfred Gibbs. Conihe, ” 
152d New Yor , Col. Alonzo Ferguson, 165th Pennsylvani Col 
167th Pennsylvania, Col. J. D. Davis. 166th Pennayernaie Col a 3 mee 
11th Rhode Island, Col. Geo. E. Church, Ny eae _ 


~* One section of Battery E with West's brig: de : ; : 
tMaj. Gen. John J. Peck commanding the eer of Sule a eurese 
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Third Brigade. 


Col. MaTnew MuRPHY. 
10th New Jersey, Colonel Ryerson. 
69th New York, Lieutenant Colonel Reid. 
155th New York, Colonel McEvily. 


164th New York, Colonel McMahon. 
170th New York, Colonel McIvor. 


GeETTy’s Division (Suffolk). 
Brig. Gen. GrorRGE W. GrErry. 
First Brigade. Third Brigade. 
Col. W. R. PEASE. Col. A. H. Dutron. 


a 2lst Connecticut, Lieut. Col. T. F. Burpee. 
25th New Jersey, Col. Andrew Derrom. ar 
89th New York, Lieut.Col.T. L. England. De eee vente 7 Colonel Donokes, 


; 5 ea : 13th New Hampshire, Col. A. F. Stevens. 
103d New York, Col. William Heine. Z ‘ 
117th New York. Lieut. Col. A. White. Se ee ete ee 
Second Brigade. Reserve Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. EDWARD HARLAND. Brig. Gen. I. J. WIsTAR. 
8th Connecticut, Col. John E. Ward. 99th New York, Col, D. W. Wardrop. _ 
11th Connecticut, Col. G. A. Stedman. Ue ae Sea ere Col. O. Keese, jr. 
15th Connecticut, Col. C. L. Upham. ais ee ley cy E. H. Ripley. 
16th Connecticut, Col. Francis Beach. th Wisconsin, Col, H. ‘T, Sanders. 
Artillery. 


Ist Pennsylvania, Battery A, Capt. John G. Simpson. 
5th U.S., Battery A, Lieut. James Gilliss. 


UNASSIGNED (Suffolk). 
Cavalry. 


Ist New York Mounted Rifles, Col. B. F. Onderdonk. 
11th Pennsylvania,t Col. 8. P. Spear. 


Artillery. 
Capt. F. M. Four. 


1st Delaware Battery, Capt. B. Nields. 

7th Massachusetts Battery, Capt. P. A. Davis. 
16th New York Battery, Capt. F. L. Hiller. 
19th New York Battery, Capt. W. H. Stahl. 

3d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery (2d battalion), Capt. J. S. Stevenson. 
4th U. S., Battery D, Capt. F. M. Follett. 

4th U. S., Battery L, Lieut. H. C. Hasbrouck. 


NoRFOLK, VA. 
Brig. Gen. Eqpert L. VIELE. 


148th New York, Col. William Johnson, 

173d Pennsylvania, Col. Daniel Nagle. 

177th Pennsylvania, Col. G. B. Wiestling. 

11th Pennsylvania Cavalry (Company F),Capt. B. B. Mitchell. 
7th New York Battery, Capt. P. C. Regan. 


* Transferred from First Brigade. t Two companies on detached service, 
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Fort MONROE. 


Col. S. M, ALrorp. 
3d New York, Col. 8. M. Alford. 


Came HAMILTON. 
Maj. Joun A. DARLING. 


3d Pennsylvania Artillery (1st battalion), Maj. John A. Darling. 
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry (one company). 


Abstract from Tri-monthly Return of the Eighteenth Army Corps, Department of North 
Carolina, Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding, for May 31, 1863. 
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Organization of the Highteenth Army Corps, Department of North Caro- 
lina, Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. 8. Army, commanding, May 31, 
1863, * 

FIRST DIVISION (New Berne). 


Brig. Gen. INNIs N. Pater. t 


First Brigade. t Second Brigade.t 


Col. T. J. C. Amory. Col. Horace C. Ler. 


17th Massachusetts, Maj. Jones Frankle. 


HF 5th Massachusetts, Col. George H. Peir- 
43d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. John Q, 


son 


Whiton. 25th Massachusetts, Col. Josiah Pickett. 
45th Massachusetts, Col. Charles R. Cod- | 27th Massachusetts, Maj. W. G. Bartholo- 
man. 


mew. 
5ist Massachusetts, Col. A. B. R. Sprague. | 46th Massachusetts, Col. William 8. 


Shurtleff, 


* According to corps return for the month of May 
return and those of the subordinate commands for 8 
regimental and battalion commanders taken from s 

t The division return reports Colonel 
Holbrook commanding First Brigade, 
Second Brigade, 


1863, discrepancies between that 
ame period noted. The names of 
ubordinate returns, 

Amory commanding the Division, Col. C. L. 
and Col. George H. Peirson commanding the 
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INDEPENDENT BRIGADES, ETO. (New Berne). | | 
Jourdan’s Brigade. Lees Brigade. 


Col. JAMES JOURDAN. Col: Francis L. LEE. 


3d_ Massachusetts, Col. 8S. P. Richmond.| 44th Massachusetts, Col. Francis L. Lee. 
8th Massachusetts, Col. F. J. Coffin. 92d New York, Capt. T, A. Merriman. 
158th New York, Lieut. Col. W. H. Me- | 5th Rhode Island, Col. Henry T. Sisson 


Nary. 
58th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Co}. C. B. Cavalry. 
Curtiss. 
o. Col. S. H. Mrx. 
; Artillery. 
\ 3d New York, Lieut. Col. G. W. Lewis. 
3d New York, Maj. T. J. Kennedy. 12th New York, Lieut. Col. P. G. Vought. 
Ist Rhode Island, Battery F, Capt. James | 23d New York Battalion, Capt. Emory 
Belger. : Cummings. 


Outpost. 
132d New York,.Col. P. J. Claassen. 


DISTRICY OF THE ALBEMARLE. * 
Brig. Gen. HENRY W. WESSELLS. 


85th New York, Col. J. S. Belknap. 

96th New York, Col. E. M. Cullen. i 
101st Pennsylvania, Col. David B. Morris. 
103d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. W. C. Maxwell. 

8th Massachusetts (three companies), Capt. F. E. Porter. 

ist North Carolina (Union), Company L, Lieut. G. W. Graham. 

3d New York Cavalry, Company D, Capt. H. W. Brown. 

24th New York Battery, Capt. J. E. Lee. 


DISTRIOT OF BEAUFORT. 
Brig. Gen. Henry M. NAGLex. t 


23d Massachusetts, Col. A. Elwell. 
9th New Jersey, Col. A. Zabriskie: 
81st New York, Maj. D. B. White. 
98th New York, Lieut. Col. F. . Wead. 
3d New York Cavalry, Companies B and C. 
1st U.S. Artillery, Battery C. 


DISTRIOT OF THE PAMLICO.t 
Brig. Gen. HENRY PRINCE. 


1 158th Pennsylvania, Col. D. B. McKibbin. 

168th Pennsylvania, Col. Joseph Jack. 

171st Pennsylvania, Col. E. Bierer. 

175th Pennsylvania, Col. 8. A. Dyer. 
ist North Carolina (Union), Lieut. Col. J. M. McChesney. 
5th Massachusetts, Company G, Capt. W. T. Grammer. 
3d New York Cavalry (two companies), Capt G. F. Jocknick. 
ist North Carolina Artillery (Union), Company A. 

23d New York Battery, Capt. A. Ransom. 


aes 


* Organized May 3, 1863. According to district return the Highty-fifth and Ninety- 
sixth New York and the One hundred and first and One hundred and third Pennsyl- 
vania constituted a brigade, under Col. T. F. Lebmann. 

t According to district return Brig. Gen: F. B. Spinola was in command, and he was 
assigned to that command May 29, 1863. The district return reports the infantry as 
brigaded under Colonel De Forest. | ; : 

{On district return the Pennsylvania regiments appear as the ‘‘ Keystone Brigade,’ 
under Col. D. B. McKibbin. 
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DETACHED.* 


10th Connecticut, Col. John L. Otis. 
11th Maine, Col. H. M. Plaisted. 
24th Massachusetts, Col. F. A. Osborn. ; 
39th Illinois, Col. Thomas O. Osborn. . 
56th New York, Col. Charles H. Van Wyck. 
100th New York, Col. George B. Dandy. 
New York Battalion. 
62d Ohio, Col. Francis B. Pond. 
67th Ohio, Col. Alvin C. Voris. 
52d Pennsylvania, Col. J.C. Dodge, jr. 
85th Pennsylvania, Col. Joshua B. Howell. 
104th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. T. D. Hart. 
174th Pennsylvania, Col. John Nyce. 
’ 176th Pennsylvania, Col. A. A. Lechler. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, June 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, U.S. A,, 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 


GENERAL: I had the honor verbally to inform you, shortly after the 
receipt of my instructions in the matter, which were dated January 3, 
that I was prohibited from admitting supplies within this blockade for 
foreign men-of-war, themselves allowed here only by courtesy, and to 
afford such vessels when they were in distress for coal with only enough 
to enable them to get to Annapolis, where their wants could be satisfied. 
I availed myself of the opportunity when Commander Thrupp, R. N., 
commanding H. M. 8. Desperate, was here yesterday morning to com- 
municate this information to him, and to tell him that the admission of 
a collier for H. M. 8. Rinaldo, on the 19th ultimo, during my recent ab- 
sence, was allowed by the officer left in command in ignorance of my 
order on the subject. In the course of conversation he informed. me 
that he had been in the habit of getting coal from Colonel Thomas, 
quartermaster of this post, and that Colonel Thomas in such cases sent 
for more coal to supply the vacancy thus occasioned, apparently not 
being informed of the requirement of the blockade in this respect. 

1 would respectfully observe that it is a violation of the blockade 
(under my instructions from the Department for its preservation) to 
turn over to foreign men-of-war supplies of any kind which have been 
introduced within its lines for the United States troops, and I would 
suggest that instructions be issued to prevent such violation in future, 

1 have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
: ; S. P. LEER, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


Fort Monrog, Va., June 2, 1863—3.30 p. m. 


Received 4.30 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatixox, (Received 4.30 p. m.) 
General-in-Chief : 


I have just received the followin g dispatch from General Peek. Will 
you please communicate it to General Hooker ? 


Ihave a man who left Richmond last week. 


H avs + Ne aN 
through, the day before he left, for Fredericksbur tiikaese ee 


g- It had been there and partici- 


*Por service in Department of the South. 


Be 
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pated in the funeral of J ackson. General Elzey commands in the city. Citizens and 
soldiers talk of Lee’s moving into Maryland with 85,000 men. Says the most of Long- 
street’s troops that left Blackwater stopped about. Richmond in consequence of the 
alarm resulting from the raids. General Ewell made lieutenant-general. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Copy of this: has been sent to Major-General Hooker. 
ae THOS. T. ECKERT, 
~~ Major, de. 


YORKTOWN, VA., June 2, 1863—12.30 p. m. 
Major-General HOOKER, 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac: 


It seems apparent from the rumors that reached me that a movement 
of rebel troops is going on from south to north, and that the idea pre- 
vails over the lines that an invasion of. Maryland and Pennsylvania is 
soon to be made. I have heard nothing definite, but all the rumors 
concur to produce the impression stated. 

KE. D, KEYES, 


Major-General. 
(Copy to General Halleck.) 


HDqQRs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., June 2, 1863. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8S. P. LEE, 
Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron: 

ADMIRAL: When I received your letter of the 23d of April advising 
me that you considered the President’s proclamation of the 3lst March 
as superseding his order of the 11th November last I had no informa- 
tion on the subject to warrant me in giving ita definite answer. I have 
recently, and in several instances, seen letters from the Treasury De- 
partment informing individuals in reply to inquiries made by them that 
the whole matter of-trade. with Norfolk was still under my control by 
virtue of the order referred to. I would respectfully suggest under 
these circumstances that you ascertain from the President himself, 
through the Navy Department, whether the order is in force, unless 
you are satisfied with the view taken by the Treasury Department, 
which is constantly granting permits on my certificates as heretofore. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General. 


Hpers. Dept. oF VIRGINIA, SEVENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., June 2, 1863. 
Capt. C. B. WILDER, wer ; 
Asst. Quartermaster and Superintendent of Contrabands : 

The major-general commanding directs me to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your communication of this date relating to certain contra- 
bands awaiting transportation to Norfolk, &c., and in reply to state 
that he has referred so much of said communication as relates to the 
said contzabands to Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas, chief quartermaster, 
for report thereon. 


a i 
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As to the definition of your powersand duties under your instructions 
tel the War Denard: dated January 28, 1863, I am also requested 
to state that colored persons peter mshy or otherwise) who are em- 
ployed and paid by the several chiefs of the staff departments as labor- 
-ers are entirely under the control of the said chiefs of departments, and 
that no passes to these persons can be given by you except as may be 
authorized by the said chiefs of departments; that passes to others. 
(contrabands or colored vagrants) not employed as mentioned above 
may be given by you to Hampton, Fox Hill, and other places within 
the lines this side of Yorktown, but cannot be given by you either to 
come inside Fort Monroe or any other military post, or to go on board 
public transports from one place to another in this department, or to 
go out of the department, and that all passes for such purposes must 
be submitted to and receive the indorsement of the proper military au- 
thority before they can be used or become valid. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. T. VAN BUREN, 
Assistant A djutant-General, 


Fort Monrog, VA., 
June 3, 1863—2 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEOK, 
General-in-Ohief : 

From all that can be gathered a good many conscripts have gone to 
General Lee. Beauregard’s troops have not gone in that direction. 
They have probably gone to Vicksburg, as well as the troops from 
‘Georgia. Longstreet was at Petersburg last week. It is reported to- 
day that he dined at South Quay, below Franklin, on the Blackwater, 
yesterday. 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, \ HDQRSs. OF THE ARMY, ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 249. Washington, June 3, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 

Ii. Brig. Gen. Hector Tyndale, U. S. Volunteers, will report for duty 
to Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, U.S. Volunteers, commanding Department 
of Virginia. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Major-General Halleck : 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 


Off Newport News, June 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. JoHNn A. Dix, U. 8. AZ ov P » JUNE v, 


Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have received your letter of yesterday regarding per- 
mits for Norfolk trade, and have referred the case to the Navy Dera 
ment with your Suggestions. 

I would be much obliged to you tf you would cause me to be advised 
by telegraph or otherwise, as most convenient, when opportunities 
occur for sending mails, dispatches, or passengers by the quartermas- 
ter’s boats from Fortress Monroe to New Berne or Beaufort. I am 
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_often much embarrassed for means of communicating with this squad- 
ron on the coast off Wilmington and in the Sounds of North Carolina, 
and not unfrequently steamers leave for the above-mentioned ports be- 
fore I can avail myself of the opportunities they afford. 

I beg leave to acknowledge the willingness and courtesy with which 
dispatches, passengers, and sometimes stores have been taken and de- 
livered for the Navy by the army transports. . 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
8S. P. LEE, 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


UNITED STATES FLAG-SHIP MINNESOTA, 
Off Newport News, June 13, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Jonn A. Dix, U.S. A., 
Comdg. Seventh Army Corps, Fortress Monroe, Va. : 

GENERAL: In reply to your letter of June 2 on the supposed super- 
seding of the President’s order of November 11, 1862, by the Presi- 
dent’s proclamation of March 31, 1863, with respect to Norfolk trade, I 
beg to inform you that according to your suggestion I referred the mat- 
ter to the Department on the 3d, and in reply, under date of the 9th, 
received this morning, I am instructed that the order of November 11, 
1862, is not considered suspended. I have instructed the guard ves- 
sels accordingly. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 

8. P. LEE, 
Actg. Kear-Admiral, Comdg. N. Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


CONFEHEDERATEH CORRESPONDENCH, ETC. 


PETERSBURG, VA., August 28, 1862. 
General S. COOPER: 

The Federal fleet (nine gunboats) which came up the river yesterday 
has gone down James River to its out-anchorage off Westover and come 
to. No Federal vessels in James River above that point (Westover). 
The fleet landed a small force at City Point last night; also a small 
party on the Appomattox River in order to flank one of my signal sta- 
tions. They were disappointed in their object. The post, not being 
armed, fell back. Is there no possible means of arming the signal corps, 
at least with revolvers? I understand the Navy Department has a 
number. 

Your obedient servant, 
J. I’. MILLIGAN, 
Captain, &e. 


PETERSBURG, VA., August 29, 1862. 
General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant [and Inspector]-General : 

The Federal fleet off Berkley (nineteen gunboats, including the mon- 
itor Galena) got under way this morning at 10 a. m. and stood down the 
river. At 12m. one of my signal men pa mani Boe ete that 

f sight from that point, heading down the river. 
the fleet [was out] of sig p : ng ee 
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No. 1. Richmond, Va., August 30, 1862.. 


I. By direction of the War Department Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith as- 
sumes command of the defenses of Kichmond and its approaches. 

II. The officers whose names are herein announced constitute the staff: 
Maj. Samuel W. Melton, assistant adjutant-general; Surg. Hi. 8. Gail- 
lard, medical director; Maj. A. I’. Cone, chief quartermaster; Maj. B. 
McKennie, assistant quartermaster; Maj. S..B. French, chief commis- 
sary; Maj. R. F. Beckham, ordnance officer; Lieut. James Howard, 
C. 8. Artillery, aide-de-camp. : 

G. W. SMITH, 


Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS, 


- THREE MILES FROM TUNSTALL’S STATION, 
Cross-Roads, New Kent, August 30, 1862. 


Maj. SAMUEL W. MELTON: 

Masor: The enemy advanced to-day to New Kent Court-House and 
to Forge Mill, on the Diascund road. At the latter place 150 cavalry 
reported. My scouts were fired upon by 40 or 50 men just this side of 
New Kent Court-House. New Kent is about 9 miles from me, and 
Forge Mill about 7 or 8 miles. I send scouts out again to-night. I un- 
derstand that the Yankees are about leaving Williamsburg, and these 
parties may be assuring their rear. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. P. SHINGLER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, &e. 


AUGUST 31—8.30 p. m. 
GENERAL: The above note has just been received. IT expect some- 
thing more definite by to-morrow morning. 
Yours, respectfully, 


G.. Ws, 


HEADQUARTERS, 


Petersburg, Va., September 8, 1862. 
Hon. Groren W. RAnpopy, J, Vd. Sep : 


Secretary of War : 

Sir: In pursuance to your instructions by indorsement on back of a 
letter of John Goode, jr., [have the honor to report that the complaints 
made by owners of negroes at work here on the defenses are founded on 
misrepresentations. The negroes are well taken care of, 

Wate ane work oi in Big main part completed from the Appomattox 

viver to near where it will cross the Jerusalem road. Ab ‘our- 

of the work is therefore finished. eo 
3d. Could the engineer department procure, say, 150 negroes, these 

might be discharged on Saturday next, notwithstanding. % 

4th. That General Hill promised with his force to obstruct the Roanoke 
River, because it can be done by the engineer force and such as I can 
procure voluntarily in that section of country, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


S. G. FRENCH, 
Brigadier-General. 
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- SPECIAL ORDERS, pene: AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 211. Richmond, Va., September 9, 1862. 
* * * * * * * 
 XXYV. Brig. Gen. G. J. Rains will turn over his submarine defenses 
in James River to Lieut. Hunter Davidson, C. S. Navy. 
‘ * * * * * * * 
By command of Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., September 10, 1862. 
Col. J. F. Gitumr, 


Chief Engineer Department of Northern Virginia: 


CoLONEL: Inclosed I send you a communication* from the Secretary 
of War, directing the construction of a passage-way through the obstruc- 
tions for the iron-clad steamer Richmond. I inclose you also a tracing 
of a drawing in my possession, showing the two upper lines of obstruc- 
tions, with depths of water at ebh-tide. I have studied the question 
with some care, and think the opening, if made, should be on the north 
side of the river as near the bank as possible. The gateway may be ar- 
ranged as shown below, although further study may greatly improve 
the idea: + 

The bottom of the passage-way would of course have to be kept leveled 
with pierres perdues, so that the lighter when sunk would come to the 
low-water level. There is some difference of opinion as to the propriety 
of making the passage-way, and it would certainly seem of doubtful 
policy to send below an iron-clad vessel with an inferior single-acting 
engine, at least if we are to form any judgment from recent disasters. 
The whole question is now naturally referred to you as chief engineer 
of the Department of Northern Virginia. It would seem an easy mat- 
ter to raise the crib of the second line of obstructions, which one is too 
low, to the level of low water. It is here mentioned as a matter of im- 
portance. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
ALFRED L. RIVES, \ 
Acting Chief of Engineer Bureau. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, Va., September 15, 1862, 
Major-General S. G. RENCH, 
Commanding, &e., Petersburg, Va. : 


GENERAL: Your letter of yesterday was received at 12 m. to-day. I 
handed it to the Secretary, with the remark that unless he objected I 
would send the regiments. He told me to use my own discretion, and 
handed me a letter which he received a few moments before from 
[Original torn.] I inclose the letter* with this. Colonel Daniel takes 
with him two of his best regiments and a fine battery. If the Second 
North Carolina Cavalry will be of use to you in this expedition suspend 
the order sending them forward until after you get back. I have directed 


Ae ie re t Drawing omitted. 
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Colonel Daniel to return with his command as soon as the expedition is 
over. Strike the hardest blow you can. Communicate with me as often 
as practicable. : MPs, 
With full confidence in your judgment, and wishing you every suc- 
cess, I remain yours, truly 
fbi G. W. SMITH, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


NDEADQUARTERS, 
Wakefield, Va., September 17, 1862. 
General S. G. FRENCH: 

GENERAL: I fear very much that unless the business of building the 
bridge and repairing the railroad be pushed our expedition will be a 
very discreditable failure to us all. Capt. [Charles H.] Dimmock has 
returned to Petersburg without my seeing him, so I do not know what: 
arrangement he has made; but there are no materials whatever here— 
no timber, no tools, and no car-logs to haul the timber. The bridge 
can best be built somewhere on the railroad, and when this is finished 
transported down to Zuni; but if the enemy choose to they can prevent 
it until they are driven away. Whatever we are to do must be done 
quickly, or all our trouble will be in rain. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. J. PETTIGREW, 
Brigadier-General. 


P. S.—This was written. before I received your note at night, but it 
may as well go. 


WEDNESDAY Niaut, [September 17, 1862.] 
General S. G. Frencu: 


GENERAL: I have just received your note. You say nothing about 
Daniel, but I suppose your note to him gives all the requisite direc- 
tions. I inclose a note from Ferebee just come in. The captain you 
Saw In my tent said he thought some artillery had gone up by the river. 
Nevertheless I am surprised at. the amount, for I was told that a lady 
arrived at Franklin with dates up to Monday, and said there were only 
81x pieces. I shall order Burrou ghs to withdraw his pickets Saturday 
night and rendezvous his force at Isle of Wi ght Court-House early on 
Sunday mornin g, and proceed thence to the river opposite to Suffolk, 
upon the Supposition that we are to advance Sunday unless you make 
a different disposition. Do send a courier to hunt up Lieutenant Ire- 
dell, my ordnance officer, and send him down here. I hope Morey will 
have forage collected for us at Franklin. I think it would be well to 
order down some extra surgeons. I am very poorly off in that line. 
Upon the strength of the eighteen pieces I inclose an order for the two 
iron 32s and a very good company, Moseley has not men enough in 
his command to justify more guns. If they are to come to me here it 
must be by rail, and I wish you would give an order for transporta- 
tion. But I rather think they had better go by land, and if you agree 
with me please alter the inclosed order so as to make them report at 
Franklin instead of Wakefield and send it out to Moseley’s camp 

Very truly, yours, : 


J. J. PETTIGREW, 
Brigadier-General. 
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({Inclosure. } 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Franklin, Va., September 17, 1862—11 a. m. 


Brig. Gen. J. J. PETTIGREW: 


GENERAL: My bridge across the Blackwater will be completed with 
certainty in five hours. It will be strong enough to support the heay- 
iest artillery. The damage to the village from the guns of the enemy 
on Monday last is of trifling importance—no damage in fact. The 
Strength of the enemy at Suffolk on Monday last was 1,900 cavalry, 
Naa of infantry, and eighteen pieces of artillery. This is re- 
liable. 

I am, general, most truly, yours, 
D. D. FEREBER, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS Barns’ Farm, 
Wakefield, Va., September 17, 1862. 


Major-General FRENCH, Commanding: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 
this date. I herewith inclose the letter of instructions to Colonel 
Owens, commanding Fifty-third Regiment North Carolina Infantry, 
whose regiment I wish to join me. The instructions in regard to the 
route I shall leave with you to give according to your suggestions. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
JUNIUS DANIEL, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


CoLERAIN, N. C., September 18, 1862. 
Hon. ZEBULON B. VANCE, Raleigh, N. C.: 


Sir: Some of the leading farmers and citizens of Bertie County had 
a consultation on the 15th instant in Windsor, it being Monday of 
superior court, for the purpose of making representations to Your Ex- 
cellency in regard to the condition of affairs in this county and to ask 
some executive action in their behalf. Lewis Thompson, esq., was ap- 
pointed to visit Raleigh and see you in person, but he not being able to 
go until about October 1, I was requested in the mean time to lay before 
you in writing the points agreed to be presented and the reasons which 
induced the gentlemen present to ask some action upon them. 

This county is almost entirely surrounded by the waters of the Al- 
bemarle Sound and the Roanoke and Chowan Rivers, all of which are 
navigable to the largest of the enemy’s steamers, while the Caskie River 
and Salmon Creek, running into the very heart of the county, are navi- 
gable to his steamers of highest draught. Upon these water-courses lie 
the main body of the excellent farming lands of the county, and several 
thousand slaves are upon these lands. The gunboats of the enemy are 
traversing these waters almost daily. Occasionally the enemy land a 
few troops at unexpected points, but so far have committed very little 
depredation. The military post at Plymouth is upon the very border 
of the county and is accessible by the water-courses above named. 
There is not a Confederate soldier here, and not the least show of pro- 
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tection extended to the citizens. They are completely at the merey of © 
the enemy and nothing but his clemency prevents their total ruin. The 
people are for the most part loyal to the Confederacy and have acted 
with surprising prudence and faithfulness. But how long is it prudent 
to suffer these people to depend entirely upon the enemy for safety and 
feel that they are neglected, if not abandoned, by their own Government? 
The greater part of the able-bodied men of the county have volunteered | 
in companies raised in this and the adjoining counties and are now in 
_the army. Some have been taken out by the conscript law, and the 
attempted execution cf that law has driven many of not very reliable 
character to the enemy at Plymouth, and many more of little better 
character are in readiness to repair to Plymouth or to the gunboats if its 
further execution is attempted. The loyal citizens have more to dread 
from these deserters than from the regular enemy. By the census of 
1860 it appears that there are 8,000 slaves in this county and only 6,000 
whites. They have as yet lost comparatively few Slaves, but it is with 
great difficulty that the few men left here, unsupported by a show of 
military force, are able to guard the avenues of escape and keep up 
efficient police regulations. If they should attempt to remove the 
slaves the most of them would run off at once, and any general attempt 
to remove them would produce an almost universal stampede, resulting 
in the loss of the negroes and endangering the lives of the few citizens. 
But if the removal could be effected, how could so large a number be fed 
elsewhere, and what would become of the property necessarily left be- - 
hind? But as Southern men they take another view of the conse- 
quences of such a removal. If the Slave-holders, being men of means, 
flee upon the approach of danger and leave the poorer classes, who are 
unable to move, and the families of soldiers in the army exposed not 
only to the enemy but to the gangs of runaway slaves, it will produce 
a state of things and of feeling much to be dreaded. Is it not the duty 
of the influential slave-holder to remain and to exert himself to preserve 
social order and to prevent an entire disruption of society? Itis hoped 
that the enemy will soon be driven away, and these people are bearing 
up under their troubles sustained by that hope, feeling that they have 
been and still are neglected, but yet willing to believe that the best has 
been done that circumstances would allow. Several months spent in 
this state of constant danger and anxiety has enabled the thinking men 
of this county to see what was necessary to be done more clearly, per- 
haps, than can be seen by those at a distance, even in authority, who 
must judge from reports only. ; 

They met in Windsor on the 15th instant and agreed to ask the in- 
fluence of Your Excellency with the Confederate authorities to adopt 
the following measures and such others as may be deemed most ex- 
pedient: 

Ist. That two companies of cavalry be quartered in Bertie County 
permanently, and they desire especially the two companies commanded 
by Captains Randolph and Eure, which are now somewhere on the 
Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad. They ask these two officers because 
they know them to be men of great discretion, having the entire confi- 
dence of the people of this section, They think a force under an indis- 
creet officer would be of more injury than benefit. For instance should 
an officer exhibit any troops upon water-courses in sight of the enemy 
it would cause a shelling of the whole neighborhood, and if near any 
dwelling would insure its destruction, They deem the character of the 
officer sent in this emergency of the very greatest importance, and would 
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_ prefer no force to one under an officer of doubtful judgment. With this 
cavalry to back them the citizens left could preserve order and prevent 
any great number of slaves from escaping. The very presence of such 
_ a foree would intimidate the enemy and embolden the loyal citizens to 
speak and act with freedom and zeal. The loyal citizens of this county 
ought to have some support. The interest of the Confederacy in this 
section requires it. 
i 2d. That the President be requested by Your Excellency to exercise 
____ the discretion vested in him by the late act of Con gress to exempt this 
_ county from further execution of the conscript law. There are not now 
men enough in the county for efficient police duty, and any further 
attempt at executing the law instead of getting soldiers for our army 
would run recruits to the enemy, for the correct-minded men subject to 
the law have already gone tocamp. The substantial men of the county 
dread to see the others made their enemies. If the conscript law is 
extended to forty-five years its execution would complete the ruin .of 
this county. 

3d. That no military order requiring slaves to work on fortifications 
or serve in the army be sent to this county. Its effect would be to make 
the slaves run off and very few could be obtained under the order, for 
it would be idle to attempt to hunt negroes in this section now. 

But another reason why such an order should not be sent here, and 
why the counties bordering on the enemy’s lines should be especially 
exempted by name, is this: If the Confederate authorities commence 

. taking these exposed slaves, or any part of them, the enemy will then 
have a military excuse to take those that are left, and they will not be 
slow to do so... Mr. Thompson will be in Raleigh about October 1 to 
communicate verbally with Your Excellency upon this subject and to 
make more full and specific statements than can be well done within 
the limits of a letter. 

I have written under the instructions of the meeting of Bertie gentle- 
men, as mentioned above, but allow me to add that for the most part I 
approve their recommendations and think it is the best that could be 
done under the circumstances. Perhaps so small a force as two com- 
panies might be in danger of being cut off by the enemy, but I think in 
an emergency the citizens would rally with such arms as they could get 
to repel an attack. If the Confederate authorities are not able to do 
something it might be well to, authorize the raising of a State force to 
operate 1m this section. It could be done without difficulty under a 
proper officer, and would be efficient after awhile; but something ought 
to be done for this section of the State at once. 

Allow me personally to assure you of my esteem and readiness to 
render you all the service in my power in any measures deemed best 
for the interests of the State. 

Yours, most respectfully, 


JOHN POOL. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, Va., September 18, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, 
~~ Commanding, Ge : 
‘GENERAL: If you are not entirely satisfied that your force is ample, 
and that prompt and complete success can be attained, your movement 
should be suspended and the troops should promptly return to their 
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original positions. _A good deal of time has elapsed in preparing, and 
1 am satisfied that the enemy are well informed of our intentions and 
that they are prepared. Besides, the indications are that they would 
_ avail themselves of any advantage they might gain and follow us Up. 
They have reoccupied Williamsburg in force and are extending their 
lines again in this direction from that point. An attempt was made 
last night to burn the bridges over the river here. It is not wise at this. 
time to bring on a doubtful conflict so far from our lines and so close 
to their strongholds. Unless you are certain of great advantages sus- 
pend your operations and let the greater part of the troops resume their 
former positions. 
Respectfully and truly, yours, 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
Richmond, Va., September 18, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH: 

Your letter of yesterday is received. If you are not entirely satisfied 
that you have ample means for accomplishing the object promptly and 
successfully you had better suspend the movement. I have already 
furnished you more than could well be spared. There are indications 
that the enemy has notice of our intentions and is prepared to meet us, 
and also to take advantage of the fact that the troops are absent from 
the defenses of this city. , 

G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, \ ADJT. AND INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 69. Richmond, Va., September 19, 1862. 
* * * * * * * 

Ill. Hereafter the command of Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith will embrace 
that part of the country lying south of the line of operations under 
General R. E. Lee, including the Department of North Carolina. All 
commanders within these geographical limits will report to and receive 
their orders from Major-General Smith. 

* * * * * % * 


By order: 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


SEPTEMBER 19, 1862. 

I have information from Suffolk as late as Wednesday afternoon. The 
force is two full regiments and three skeleton regiments of infantry 
numbering 3,800, 1,900 cavalry, and six pieces of artillery. The Yankee 
merchants are packing up their goods preparatory to a move. Yankee 
cavalry to the number of 140 now encamped in 5 miles of us to watch 
our movements. The bridge complete. 

0 bx FEREBEE, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, Va., September 27, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. Frencn, ; 
Comdg. Dept. of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va. : 


GENERAL: Your report of movements in the direction of Suffolk and 
the causes which induced you to suspend operations was duly received. 
You acted wisely in returning under the circumstances as developed ; 
there was too great doubt of success to justify an engagement in that 
quarter at this time. 

I received your note of the 23d, inclosing pencil report of agent from 
Suffolk. It seems to have been delivered to the Secretary of War, and 
by him handed to General Magruder to be given tome. Magruder did 
not meet me, and forgot the note. Not having heard from you since, I 
infer that the report has not been confirmed. I think it important that 
you should as far as [practicable] and consistent with other duties and 
necessities hold your forces in North Carolina in condition and position 
to move promptly in this direction at any and all times. General Lee 
is far off, and we may be called upon suddenly without aid from him to 
. repel an attack in force. The Secretary of War has several times sug- 
gested the withdrawal of Major Burroughs’ companies of cavalry. He 
intends uniting [them] with others upon this side and forming a regi- 
ment. I request that you at the earliest moment have these Virginia 
companies under Major Burroughs relieved by other cavalry and or- 
dered to report to Major Melton, adjutant- general of my command, in 
this city. We have found here large numbers of men left behind, sick 
or unfit to march, in the different camps at the time General Lee’s forces 
left. These men have been collected and sent forward to their com- 
mands. I would be glad if any such remain in your vicinity to have 
you collect and organize them in detachments, under control of officers 
and non-commissioned officers, and send them forward by the cars. 
On arriving here they will be taken charge of by Colonel Walker’s 
guard, which is under General [Winder], and dispatched to Winchester. 

Large quantities of arms, clothing, tents, * * * the camps in 
this vicinity, and I presume something of the same kind, but to a less 
extent, occurred near Petersburg; if so, have measures taken to rem- 
edy the evil. I hope that you are getting the detached companies and 
irregular forces into satisfactory shape. ; 

Have you heard from Col. J. O. Long, sent to inspect Partisan Ran- 
gers in Western North Carolina? 

Respectfully and truly, yours, 


G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


I have just received your note of this morning since writing the 
above. 


——————_ 


STATE oF NoRTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, N. C., September 28, 1862. 
General GusTAVUS W. SMITH, 
Commanding Department of North Carolina : 
GENERAL: I learn that the troops (cavalry) in Eastern North Caro- 
lina are to be brigaded, which is proper enough; but the very first 
order calls all of them to Garysburg, leaving the whole coast of North 
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Carolina without protection. Without the protection of the cavalry 
the finest provision region in the State can be desolated by the enemy — 
in a few days. It is not to be thought of for a moment, and I earnestly 
protest against it. If it is not the intention of the President to protect 
us we must protect ourselves. Major Evans will speak more particu- 
larly. ’ . 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


; EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., September 29, 1862. 


Col. J. R. DAVIS, 
Aide-de-Oamp, Richmond, Va. : 


COLONEL: You will proceed to Petersburg, Va., and confer with Gen- 
eral French respecting the general condition of his command, and es- 
pecially as to the number, organization, and efficiency of the partisan 
troops serving, or being proposed for service, in that district; also as 
to the number, position, and movements of the enemy in the country 
on the south side of the James River and eastern coast of North Caro- 
lina. Should it be requisite you will visit the encampments of the par- 
tisans and the camp of instruction near to Raleigh; but it is desired 
that you should return by or before Thursday next. 


Very respectfully, yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Abstract from Return of the Department South of James River, commanded by Brig. Gen. 
S. G. French, for September, 1862. 
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Abstract from Field Return of troops commanded by Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, October G 
? 1862 (headquarters, Richmond, Va.). ; 
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* No report received. 


RICHMOND, VA., October 1, 1862. 
General JONES, Winchester, Va.: 


Inform General Lee that a fleet of one hundred and twenty-five to one 
hundred and thirty transports moved up toward Alexandria on the 29th 
ultimo; that the enemy had blown up the fortifications at Evansport and 
Cock Pit Point; that 300 cavalry occupied Warrenton on the same day, 
paroled the sick and wounded and left at night; that two regiments of 
infantry, one of cavalry, and a battery of four pieces are moving toward 
Warrenton and the Rappahannock. ' These are all the facts. It is re- 
ported that Sigel on the 27th ultimo moved on Centreville with 30,000 
men, mostly new regiments (destination Gordonsville), and that a large 
force was to advance immediately toward Richmond via Fredericksburge 
We have pretty reliable information that the force at Suffolk has been 
increased to about 18,000 men. 

G. W. SMITH, 


Major-General. 


Hpgrs., Richmond, Va., October 2, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, ; 
Comdg. Department of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va.: 


GENERAL: Yours of yesterday isreceived. I think it advisable to or- 
der up the two regiments proposed, 7. ¢., one from Wilmington and one 
trom Kinston, immediately. I would then feel that we had two brigades 
immediately available for any point, at the same time leaving a respect- 
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at Petersburg, at Drewry’s Bluff, and at Chaffin’s Bluff. Theac- 
Ah ae of force at Suffolk is such that in case they should land below 
the obstructions on James River a force from their large fleet of trans- 
ports, we would need all the available force from North Carolina. Please 
have the two regiments that will be left at each of the points named— 
Wilmington and Kinston—ready to move whenever called upon. In case 
the enemy makes a very strong demonstration upon Gordonsville and. 
General Lee is not in position to meet it, 1 shall have to move some of 
the forces from here in that direction; and as both Richmond and Peters- 
burg must be guarded, this might require that all the troops except the 
heavy artillery, some cavalry, and a few infantry companies for guards 
of bridges, &c., should be withdrawn from N: orth Carolina. Be ready. I 
directed the adjutant-general to send you the information received here 
upon which the telegram of yesterday was based. How far down the 
James River does your signal line extend now? Give ustheearliest prac- 
ticable accurate information of the movements of the enemy. Iam much 
obliged to you for sending General Rains’ letter. I directed it to be re- 
turned, thinking you would prefer to file it in your own office. Let me have 
Burroughs’ cavalry companies as soon as you can. They are much needed 
above. Ifthe particular company you refer to from the vicinity of Suf- 
folk cannot be spared now, keep it for the present; send on the others. 
Say to General Pettigrew, please, that it is contemplated that his brigade 
will be called in this direction for active service. I know he will be ready. 
Communicate with me freely and in full all your views and wishes. 
I remain, respectfully and truly, yours, 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRIct oF NortTH CAROLINA, 
Raleigh, N. C., October 5, 1862. 
Tion. SECRETARY OF WAR: 

Sim: When I was assigned to the command of this district by the 
direction of General Lee I assumed the general control of the con- 
scription or recruiting business in the State. So, after doing so, I 
deemed it advisable to issue the inclosed order, in connection with the 
order and proclamation of Governor Vance. The good effect of that 
order has been very perceptible. Your telegram* to Major Mallett of 
yesterday’s date will set aside this order and cause great complaint. 
I respectully suggest that men be not forced into regiments, but be 
allowed the choice assured in my order, Major Mallett only using such 
influence as he can to direct their choice. Should a sudden emergency 
require the use of 400 or 500 men in the Vicinity of Richmond it would 
be better, in my judgment, to order the camp guard there for a week or 
so than to compel conscripts to go to those regiments. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. MARTIN, 
Brigadier-Generatl. 
[Indorsement.] 


Write to General Martin that it was de 


insure uniformity in the execution of the law for the enrollment of con- 
scripts, that it should be conducted under : 


ment, and it was so ordered on April 28 last in General Orders, No. . 


* Not found. 
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_. 30. Experience thus [far] has confirmed the views then taken, and it 
_ has been found that to place the enrollment of conscripts under the 
_ control of the general commanding a department, subjects it to change 
_ with every change of a department commander. General Lee’s orders 
_ vere not intended to conflict with the policy and express order of the 
_ department, but merely to secure the valuable aid of the adjutant-gen- 
eral of the State in carrying that policy out. The only objection to the 
order proposed by General Martin is that it conflicts with the conscript 
act in restricting the maximum of infantry companies to a smaller num- 
ber than is allowed by that act. The right to volunteer before enroll- 
ment is reserved by law, and the order to Major Mallett only applies 
to enrolled men. Orders have been given for the immediate filling up 
of the Virginia and North Carolina regiments at Richmond, because 
the enemy are preparing to attack the city with a heavy force. ‘ 
G. W. RANDOLPH. 


({Inclosures.] 


ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE (MILITIA), 
No. 7. Raleigh, N. C., September 13, 1862. 

1. Colonels and other officers in command of the Militia of North 
Carolina are hereby ordered to bring all men liable to conscription in 
their commands and all soldiers absent from their regiments without 
leave to the camp of instruction at Raleigh. All power necessary for 
the enforcing of this order is hereby given them. 

If. A failure or refusal to comply with this order will subject the of- 
fender to the penalties of a court-martial and consequent reduction to 
the ranks. 

II. The executive, through its own officers, having thus undertaken 
to collect, all persons liable to militia duty instead of allowing Confed- 
erate officers to do so, itis earnestly hoped that all will come up promptly 
to the performance of their duty. 

By order of Governor Vance: 


GENERAL ay STATE OF N. C., EXECUTIVE DEPT., 


J. G. MARTIN, 
Adjutant-General. 


A proclamation by Z. B. Vance, Governor of North Carolina. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, | 
September 18, 1862. 
Whereas information has reached me that certain persons, unmindful 
of the calls of patriotism and forgetful of the duties of good citizens, are 
using their influence to prevent obedience to the law of Congress known 
as the conscription law, and that others are attempting to organize an 
open resistance to its execution ; and whereas such conduct bein g not 
only in direct violation of law, but also detrimental in the highest degree 
to the cause of our country, it becomes my sacred duty to prevent and 
he same by all the means in my power: 

Sond, Sscetoret i Zebulon B. Vance, Governor of North Carolina, do 
issue this my proclamation warning all such persons to desist from such 
unpatriotic and criminal conduct, earnestly hoping that all who are dis- 
inclined to defend their homes themselves, either by reason of age, in- 
- firmity, or cowardice, will cease to dissuade those who are willing, un ak 
tifying positively all persons contemplating au armed Aca : \ e 
law, if there really be any such misguided and ey il-disposed persons in 
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idst, that they will commit the crime of treason according to the — 
ie Congress, aad must not expect to escape its penalties. While» 
thousands upon thousands of our best and bravest have cheerfully obeyed 
the law, and by their patriotic valor have driven the enemy back to the 
Potomac, it would be an intolerable outrage upon them to permit others — 
to shirk or evade the law, or worse still, to resist it by open violence. 
Let no one, therefore, be deceived. The law will be enforced, and I ap- 
peal to all loyal and patriotic citizens to sustain those who are charged 
with its execution. 
Given under my hand and attested by the ea eri the State. Done 
ity of Raleigh the 18th day of September 2. 
ait ss, : J Zi. B. VANCE. 
By the Governor : 
R. H. BATTLE, JR., 
Private Secretary. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DistTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
No. 2. § Raleigh, N. C., September 9, 1862. 

I. All persons liable to military duty under the conscription law are 
hereby required to come to the camp of instruction near this city at 
once. Those doing so will be allowed to select the infantry regiments 

‘they wish to join, and unless full they will be assigned accordingly. 

II. The regiments of infantry and artillery on duty in this State are 
authorized to enlist conscripts to increase each company of infantry and 
heavy artillery to 100 men, but not exceeding it, and light batteries to 
150 men. 

By command of Brig. Gen. J. G. Martin: 

A. GORDON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SraTE OF N. CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPT., A. G. O., 
Raleigh, N. C., September 22, 1862. 
The $50 bounty will be paid to all men who come into camp under 
this call before they leave to join their regiments. 
J. G. MARTIN, 
Adjutant-General. 


ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., October 9, 1862. 
Col. WALTER GWwyNN, Richmond, Va.: 


Sir: By direction of the honorable Secretary of War you are hereby 
assigned, as an agent of the Department, to make an examination of the 
navigable water-courses in the eastern ‘part of the State of North Caro- 
lina, viz, the Neuse, Tar, Roanoke, and Chowan Rivers, with a view to 
their defense against a naval and land attack. It is desirable to control 
the rivers as far down as possible, and thus afford all the protection in 
our power to plantations and other property along their borders. To 
be effective the defense in each case will consist of two distinct parts: 
Virst, the placing of strong obstructions in the channel of the river ; 
second, batteries (with works of proper strength for defense against a 
land attack) so placed on the bank as to have a complete command of 
the obstructing works. As the garrison that can be furnished for each 
fort will have to be small, the facilities for sending prompt succor to 
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each position occupied must be carefully studied. The strength of pro- 
file to be given to the works along the land fronts will of course be 
governed by the same consideration. It is hoped that it will be found 
practicable to occupy a point on the Neuse at least as low as Kinston, 
on the Tar as low as Greenville, and on the Roanoke as low as Ham- 
ilton. This can only be determined upon, however, after making the 
examination intrusted to you. As to the Chowan River, it is probably 
at present so entirely under the control of the enemy as to prevent us 
_from holding any point along its banks. In the progress of events this 
occupation may become practicable, in which case you will make the 
desired examination. In the selection of sites for batteries to command 
rivers high points should be preferred, and the open range of river 
below should not be greater than that of our own guns. Assoonas you | 
have decided upon the positions to be held and the general character 
of the works, namely, obstructions, batteries, forts, &c., you will report 
at once to this Bureau, sending such sketches, maps, and plans as will 
give a full understanding of your projects. At the same time you will 
_ make preparations for procuring all necessary materials and labor for 
construction, reporting the results at once to this office. Application 
will be made to the major-general commanding at Richmond for in- 
structions to be given to the commanders in North Carolina to furnish 
troops, when needed, for protecting the operations now committed to 
your charge. At the earliest day practicable two assistants will be as- 
signed to you, with the hope that by their aid you can press the defenses 
the more rapidly to a state of efficiency. You will please to proceed to 
North Carolina at once and enter upon the duties assigned you. You 
will notify this Bureau as early as possible as to the point at which the 
assistants shall be ordered to report to you. Prompt arrangements 
will be made for paying the necessary expenses. 
Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. GILMER, 
Tieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Engineer Burcau. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
kichmond, Va., October 10, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. 8S. G. FRENCH, 
Comdg. Department of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va.: 


GENERAL: The Secretary of War says that although we cannot form 
the Partisan Rangers into a brigade regularly there is no reason why 
the regiments of Colonel Claiborne, Colonel Ferebee, Colonel Griffin, 
and Colonel Evans should not all be required to report to Brigadier- 
General Robertson. He requests that this be done and that General 
Robertson be assigned to command the pickets and outposts of these 
regiments as well as the camp of instruction, and that the picket and 
outpost duty be performed by details, so that all may share instruction 
in camp. If General Robertson will request the adjutant and inspector 
general to assign an assistant adjutant-general or quartermaster and a 
commissary to his command it will be done, and his wishes I am sure 
will be complied with in regard to the particular officers he may desig- 
nate for these places, if it is practicable to do so. 


Very respectfully and truly, yours 
Diag iees Uae G. W. SMITH, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
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ENGINEER BUREAU, Richmond, Va., October 11, 1862. 


Maj. SAmunL W. MxELron, : 
: Assistant Adjutant- General, Richmond, Va. : 


or: By direction of the Secretary of War I have assigned to 
Col, Walter y Maar civil engineer, the duty of examining the Neuse, 
Tar, Roanoke, and Chowan Rivers, including their tributaries, with a 
view to their defense by obstructions placed in the rivers and batteries 
commanding the same. Colonel Gwynn is instructed to proceed with 
the works at once, if practicable. To aid him and give the necessary 
protection to his operations I have to respectfully request Major-Gen- 
eral Smith, commanding, to give orders to the commanders in North 
Carolina and at Petersburg, Va., to act in concert with Colonel Gwynn, 
and afford him every assistance possible with the troops under their 
respective commands. I will, if possible, assign two engineer officers 
to assist in pressing forward the contemplated works. It is hoped the 
planters along the rivers will be able to furnish the requisite labor for 
constructing the defenses. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., ; 
J. F. GILMER, 
Tieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Bureau. 


P. S.—Please furnish a copy of the general’s orders to this Bureau for 

the use of Colonel Gwynn. 
ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., October 11, 1862. 
Capt. C. R. CoLuins, 
Corps of Engineers, O. 8S. Army, Smithville, N. C.: 

CAPTAIN: Your letter of the 2d instant was received three or four 
days ago, but a pressure of current business in this office has prevented 
an earlier reply. In reference to the construction of casemates in Fort 
Caswell I have to say that it is, in my judgment, impracticable to do 
so, but as a protection to the artillerists thick and high traverses should 
be constructed between the guns and the parapet raised on the right 
and left so as to form half embrasures, giving only such field of fire as 
may be necessary to cover the channels of approach. The parapet 
ought to have a height of not less than 54 even feet above the level of 
the terre-plein, and the intermediate traverses should have a thickness 
of not less than 18 feet at the base. Ifthe guns are too near each other 
to allow space for traverses of the requisite dimensions then every 
alternate one should be removed and mounted at new points selected 
so as to give the best fire possible on the approaches. For revetting 
the traverses the turf or sod from the low, marshy ground adjacent will 
probably answer, also for the increased height to be given to the para- 
pet on the right and left of each gun. If possible, you should form 
bomb-proofs within the work for sheltering the artillerists not engaged 
in serving the guns. At the rear end and under the intermediate 
traverses may be a proper place for the bomb-proofs. If possible, addi- 
tional long-range guns will be provided for Fort Caswell. As soon as 
the new appropriations become available funds will be placed to your 
credit, as promised by Captain Rives. It is out of the power of this 
Bureau, owing to the many calls for engineer officers, to furnish you with 
an assistant at this time. Ifthe works will be delayed for the want of 
one you must employ a competent civil engineer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient Servant, 


J. F. GILMER, 
Lieutenant-Qolonel and Chief of Engineer Bureau, 


YN 
‘ iat 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, Va., October 13, 1862. 
Major-General FRENCH, 
Commanding Department of North Oarolina : 


GENERAL: In giving instructions for replacipg incompetent men on 
signal duty by other details the major-general commanding designed 
to restrict such details to your command proper, his authority over 
men from other armies who may be in hospital only continuing so long 


as they are properly retained as inmates. He directs that you will re- 


gard General Lee’s orders in reference to Sergt. H. M. Cottingham, 
Company B, Second Georgia Battalion, and Private Thomas F. Holly, 
Company H, Third Alabama Regiment, as imperative, and remand these 
men to their respective commands. Their places in the Signal Corps will 
be supplied by details from your own command.. An order has been 
issued to-day (a copy of which has been furnished you) assigning Col. 
Walter Gwynn, civil engineer, to the duty of examining the Neuse, Tar, 


Roanoke, and Chowan Rivers, with a view to their defenses, and direct- | 


ing you to assist as far as possible with the forces under your command. 
If possible, two other engineer officers will assist in pressing the works 
forward. It is very desirable that measures be taken to procure labor 
from the planters along these rivers, and the major-general commanding 
desires that whatever may be necessary to that end be done promptly. 
If the people will furnish the assistance reasonably expected of them 


_the works can be completed at an early day. 


Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., October 14, 1862. 
Lieut. W. G. BENDER, 
Corps of Engineers, Provisional Army, Richmond, Va. : 

Sir: Herewith I hand you an order to proceed to Goldsborough, N.C., 
and report to Col. Walter Gwynn, civil engineer, for duty. As an 
assistant in the operations committed to Colonel Gwynn, in addition to 
the ordinary duties of the engineer, you are charged with the disburse- 
ments of all funds to be expended in payment for materials and work- 
manship applied in the construction of defenses along the rivers of 
Eastern North Carolina and for surveys of the country bordering there- 
on. For this purpose funds will be placed to your credit with the treas- 
urer of the Confederate States at Richmond, Va. You will keep and 
render this Bureau, for transmission to the Treasury, the monthly 
and quarterly statements and accounts as required by the Army Regu- 
lations. On your application to this office the necessary blank forms 
will be supplied. are 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
2 J. KF. GILMER, 
Tieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Bureau. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Richmond, October 17, 1862. 
His Excellency ZEBULON B. VANCE, Governor of North Carolina : 
My DEAR Sir: The resolutions adopted at a meeting of the citizens 
of Onslow County, North Carolina, referred to me by you, were duly 
received, and have occupied my serious attention. 
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ave not been unmindful of the condition of the eastern portion as 
ae State, and can make allowance for the anxiety felt by those who _ 
reside there. Efforts are industriously made to organize and instruct — 
the new levies of mounted troops, that force being most relied on to 
protect. your exposed districts, and you may be assured that the Goy- 
ernment will do everything in its power to defend the citizens of Ons- 
low against the depredations of the enemy. With this view General ~ 
French has received orders to send thither as soon as practicable a 
force to prevent marauding expeditions and afford protection to private 
property. 
; The oo and increasing numbers of the enemy at Suffolk, whence 
he threatens North Carolina and Virginia as well as our principal line 
of communication, has rendered it necessary to concentrate our forces 
at a point where they can offer the most effective resistance; and in 
the success of that resistance I am sure that the intelligent citizens of 
Onslow County, as well as of the rest of North Carolina, wili perceive 
how deeply they are interested. ey 
I gratefully acknowledge the earnest and patriotic manner in which, 
since your assumption of the executive authority in North Carolina, 
you have labored to fill her battle-thinned regiments and recruit our 
armies in the field. I am happy in the confidence that you will con- 
tinue to afford this Government your valuable co-operation, and beg to 
assure you of the deep interest I feel in all that relates to the security 
and welfare of your State. 
Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


STATE OF NoRTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, October 20, 1862. 
His Excellency President Davis: 
DEAR Sir: Pardon me for addressing you in regard to a matter that 
should ordinarily come before the Quartermaster-General, but its im- 
portance justifies me in bringing the matter directly to your notice. 
Large quantities of harness are made in this State by contract with 
the Confederate Government agents. The prices paid being more remu- 
nerative, almost two-thirds of our leather is made into harness instead 
of shoes. As shoes are now our greatest need I respectfully suggest 
that the Quartermaster-General cease to contract for leather harness 
and allow the whole product of our tanneries to go into the manufacture 
of shoes. Harness sufficiently strong for all reasonable purposes can 
be made of heavy cotton goods. Much of it is in use in this State, and 
is found to answer every end. So far as my observation goes it would 
enable us to double the amount of shoes produced. 
I need not remind you of the importance of this item for the army 
nor of the great difficulty we are realizing in getting a supply. 
Hoping you may think favorably of the suggestion, I remain, very 
respectfully, your obedient Servant, ' 


Z. B. VANCE. 
ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., October 20, 1862. 
Col. WALTER Gwynn, Kinston, N. C.: 


COLONEL: I am in receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, in which 
you describe the position of the defensive works on the Neuse River, 3 
miles below the town of Kinston, constructed by Maj. W. B. Thompson. 
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_ The selection of a better position for defending the river is desirable, 
_ especially if one can be found below. Much must be left to your judg- 
ment and experience in making the change, but when you have chosen 
a new site you will as soon as possible furnish this office with a full de- 
scription and sketch of the ground and the approaches. If you need 
the service of Major Thompson as an assistant you can retain him. His 
local knowledge will give him advantages that will no doubt make his 
services the more valuable. I presume Lieuts. [W. G.] Bender and 
Randolph, Provisional Engineers, have reported to you by this time as 
assistants. You have the authority to employ agents to collect the nec- 
essary negro force to construct the work committed to your charge, and 
foremen or overseers to direct their labors to the best advantage. With 
the services of Major Thompson and Lieutenants Bender and Randolph 
as assistants it is hoped that you will not find it necessary to employ 
persons in the capacity of superintendents. It does not appear from 
the records of the Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office that Major 
Thompson holds the appointment of major in the Provisional Army of 
the Confederacy. Is he an officer in one of the North Carolina regiments 
now in the Confederate service? I fear that there will be much difficulty 
in procuring a sufficient number of chains and anchors for securing 
heavy rafts, such as you propose for obstructions in place of cribs sunk 
with the stone or in place of piling. You will please to make every 
effort to procure such materials as will be needed for the works you may 
decide upon. You will purchase all the shovels and spades you can and 
on the best terms they can be procured ; also such other tools as may be 
necessary. If you fail to get as many as you may need the Bureau may 
be able to aid you to a limited extent. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. KF. GILMER, 
Colonel and Chief of Bureau. 


Abstract from Field Return of troops commanded by Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, October 20, 
: 1862 (headquarters, Richmond, Va.). ° 


» 
Present for >= a 
duty. 8 2 2 
& ae 
Commands. 2 2 2 
g =p oe 
s H Ho 
° ro] ep tn 
ES! @ aL ap 
ro) =| < = 
Department of North Carolina. ....-.--.--.------------++++++--+e-s eee 650 | 11,537 | 14,805 | 17, 767 
Chafiin’s Bluff: 
Brigadier-General Wise’s brigade ..--...-----. -----------+-+-++--- 116 | 1,699 | 2,266 2, 887 
Col? TD. SEPA ss shen a8 dS oak Sb ela esa eek ees as 23 265 413 481 
Drewry’s Bluff, Brigadier-General Daniel’s brigade...-.....---------- 198 | 3,359 | 4,475 5, 437 
Picketing Peninsula, Holcombe Legion (cavalry) .--------------------- 11 147 . 228 261 
Richmond defenses.....------- 02-202 -see cece ee cet e nce e nee een e ne eeee 87 | 1,679 | 2,128 2, 845 
On Brook Run: 
42d Regiment Mississippi Volunteers 27 340 490 565 
54th North Carolina Troops 29 540 726 87 3 
57th North Carolina Troops 25 562 737 971 
On Rappahannock: : of 
6 tet Virginia Infantry...----.-ccc0) eennencnsne nee cen ese se crenenye 28 404 500 571 
59th Georgia Volunteers* ...------0++----- 0-2-2 -e eee ne cree ee cee n nef nee ne [owen e ef ne ee ee [eer ene 
13th Virginia Cavalry * ...-...----00---- 22 - cence eee n nee e eee n nn |see eee |e ners eee |e ee ee en cle cee ects 
2d North Carolina Cavalry * ...-...-20--.--------- ses eens ee cee setleesees Pleased lois aaievetes- |e eee 
Fredericksburg, 15th Virginia Cavalry* - aUdaacrdena-ccedaonsnatecnnanr|sranes|tnn-Srno|--d-rere|oo-oreze 
Drewry’s Bluff, Capt. S. S. Lee, C.S. Navy*..---+----+--2enne eee e nese ee|eneeee|oceceeeefeccteces[e reese 
Department of Henrico*.....-.-------++ 0--22+ eeeeee nc nsec ntsc cere e|ersee ‘pales Soak ie eo 
Grand total ..22. 2.0222 ene ne ene nee cece ee eee ent cee n enn en ene 1,194 | 20,532 | 26,763 | 32, 658 


* No report received. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., October 22, 1862. 
[Governor VANCE, Raleigh, N. C.:| 

DEAR GOVERNOR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of yesterday. 

Let me first assure you that you have not the interest and welfare of 
the people of your State more at heart than I have. 

2d. That after the departure of General Lee to Northern Virginia 
North Carolina was stripped of all her available forces to meet the enemy 
on the Potomac. 

3d. That on the threatening advance of the enemy at Warrenton and 
Lower Potomac I was directed to hold all the reginients at points on the 
line of the railroads to move up here, and in this condition they now 
mostly remain. It was my wish to rapidly mass my forces and strike 
blows at different points where the enemy were in small force in differ- 
ent parts of your State, but the requirements of General Lee have, to- 
gether with the accumulation of the troops of the enemy at Suffolk, pre- 
vented my doing so. 

4th. Finding the enemy not disposed to advance, some days since I | 
sent orders to Col. [W. F.] Martin (Seventeenth Regiment) to hold his 
troops ready to move on Plymouth; that Colonel Cantwell would join 
him, &c., and not to disclose the movement to any human being. I did 
not know the colonel was on leave. The orders to both him and Cant- 
well were on the outside marked “ Private,” lest some staff officer should 
open them. The result was Martin’s “‘ Private” letter and Cantwell’s 
must have been forwarded to them, and neither being with their regi- 
ments nothing has been heard from them. 

5th. On the 20th, Radcliffe’s regiment was ordered up in place of Cant- 
well’s, and Colonel Radcliffe has been directed to move with his regiment 
and Martin’s on Plymouth, to drive out the enemy and give the people 
of Martin, Washington, and Tyrrell Counties an opportunity to bring 
out their provisions, &e. As secrecy is the soul of success in cases of 
this kind, I told no one except one officer on my staff, who did part of 
the writing for me. I presume Radcliffe will move the last of this week, 
or early next week, on Plymouth, and I hope with successful results. 
About this you had better say nothing, for between gossip and the news- 
papers nothing can be done without the enemy finding it out before it 
can be executed. ‘ 

6th. There were some complaints came to me respecting the with- 
drawal of forces from Onslow County. The same cavalry force is there 
under Captain Ward that has been there since the fall of New Berne 
except two companies of Partisan Rangers. When these rangers are 
disciplined in the camps of instruction at Garysburg we will have a 
force for the position that can move rapidly from point to point. 

‘th. I have been anxious to have the rivers obstructed, but have had 
no means to do it. Finally engineers have been sent to examine them. 
Had they been ordered to report to me I should now have had them on 
the Roanoke River at work. I can only say, in conclusion, that I will 
do all that can be done to protect the people, at the same time confront 
Be obs forces of ote onan y where they are in large force. The 

In SuLOlkK now are 25,000. [This S " 
ey. hers aud wt beac. ca [This] holds most of my troops, from 

I will be most happy to conter with you at any time and will thank 
rou ri rour vi : a 
baie me ae Seat? freely your views on any matters concerning our 

Yours, very tru'y 
s, very truty, _. ., S. G FRENCH, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Char. REX.) CORRESPONDENCE, HTC.—CONFEDERATN. - 761 


; ENGINEER BUREAU, October 25, 1862. 
Maj. SAMUEL W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


I have respectfully to state that this Bureau is particularly anxious 
to act in concert with the commanders of the troops in the military 
districts of the Department of Northern Virginia. As chief engineer of 
that department,and at the earnest solicitation of the congressional dele- 
gation from North Carolina, I sent Col. Walter Gwynn, a civil engineer 
of great experience and a graduate of West Point, to examine promptly 
the question of obstructing and defending the rivers of Hastern North 
Carolina, with authority to engage negro labor and materials for the 
works; to report his action at once to this Bureau; also to Brigadier- 
General French, commanding, &c., and ask of him protection and sup- 
port, if needed. 

On the 11th instant I asked of Major-General Smith that instructions 
be given to the district commanders to give every assistance and pro- 
tection possible with their troops in furtherance of the works—works 
for which I as chief engineer of the department am responsible. I 
feel sure Colonel Gywnn will keep Brigadier-General French informed 
of all his selections of sites, the character of the works proposed, their 
progress, &c., as he has been directed. As the question of defending 
the rivers of Eastern North Carolina is strictly one for the engineer, I 
must have the control and direction of the officers engaged in the labor, 
but in such direction I have and will order them to act in full concert 
with Brigadier-General French and other district commanders. 

Very respectfully, 
_ J. F. GILMER, 
Colonel of Engineers and Chief of Bureau. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., October 27, 1862. 


His Excellency Gov. ZEBULON B. VANCE: 


Str: I am directed by the President to inform you that your letter 
of the 20th instant, suggesting the employment of heavy cotton stuffs 
for army harness and the devotion of leather to the exclusive manu- 
facture of shoes was referred to the Quartermaster-General, who reports 
that very inconsiderable contracts are made by the Quartermaster’s 
Department for harness in North Carolina. The contracts to which 
you refer are probably for the Ordnance Bureau. The suggestion 
is a good one, that the practice of using leather be discontinued as far 
as possible for the manufacture of anything else than shoes; but the 
Quartermaster-General thinks that while cotton serves very well for 
plantation harness it is unfit for the wear and tear to which harness is 
necessarily subjected in the army. 

Your letter has been forwarded to the Secretary of War with direc- 
tions to secure the leather of the country as far as practicable for shoes. 

I have the honor, sir, to present you the compliments of the President. 

Your obedient servant, 
BURTON N. HARRISON, 
Private Secretary. 


\ 
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HEADQUARTERS, Richmond, Va., October 29, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. 8. G. FRENCH, . 
Comdg. Department of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your private note of the 25th was duly received. I have 
succeeded in getting authority to order Lieut. Col. [R.] Lindsay Walker, 
of the artillery, to report to you, to take charge of the artillery defenses 
of Petersburg and vicinity. You will find Colonel Walker an energetic 
and determined officer. He has served with marked distinction in the 
field, and I am satisfied will be of great service to you. When Colonel 
Walker reports to you, in case the services of Major Moseley are no 
longer essentially necessary the previous order directing him to report 
to General Pendleton for duty in General Lee’s army should be carried 
into effect. If itis necessary in your judgment to retain Major Moseley 
inform me of the fact in order that further instructions in regard to him 
may be given. I am trying to get up a battery of heavy rifled guns on 
field carriages, to use either at Petersburg or here as necessity may 
require. Please say to General Rains that General Lee is much pleased 
with the manner in which the enemy were beaten off by the Whitworth 
guns, but he says that he cannot spare the two Whitworths he has at 
present. I wrote to General Lee asking him to let General Rains have 
these guns but he declines. 

I hope that your arrangements for opening up the counties of Martin, 
Washington, and Tyrrell will be successful. Everything practicable 
should be done to effect this important object, and I entirely approve 
of all your efforts to do so. General Wise had started with his com- 
mand for Williamsburg and Jamestown Island when your telegram of 
Sunday morning reached me. I ordered the infantry to return to 
Chaffin’s Bluff, but the cavalry has gone down to arrest and punish 
negroes for murders committed by them in that vicinity. There is no 
one available but Brigadier-General Clingman for Kinston. He is at 
present on leave of absence, and the President thinks that Clingman 
prefers to go to General Lee’s army. You ought to have a brigadier at 
that point, and if General Martin does not desire to continue in that com- 
mand, exclusive of his present duties in Raleigh as adjutant-general— 
which are in my opinion incompatible with the first—I request you to 
suggest or recommend a good officer for the position. I will lay the sub- 
ject before the Secretary and endeavor to get a brigadier-general there. 

I have requested Colonel Gilmer to send you an engineer. I am satis- 
fied that, besides the general engineers [who] are under his control, as 
[commander] of a department you have use for [an engineer] under your 
own orders. If you can recommend one that would suit you I will take 
pleasure in aiding to get him appointed and ordered on duty with you. 
Yours of yesterday in reference to Colonel Gwynn has been referred to 
Colonel Gilmer, Chief Engineer, Colonel Gwynn should have reported 
to you at once, showing you his orders, and asking assistance and 
securing co-operation. I hope he has now done so. 

Respectfully and truly, yours, 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major- Generat. 
HEADQUARTERS, 


Petersburg, Va., October 30, 1862. 
Hon. ZEBULON B. VANCE, . ; 


Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C.: 


GOVERNOR: I have the letter written by Mr. Nanns to you from 
Tarborough, which was indorsed: to me by your aide-de-camp. I would 
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most cheerfully send three regiments and a corresponding force of ar- 
tillery to the vicinity of Leechville but for two considerations : First, I 
have not got them to spare; secondly, with the power of the enemy 
to throw heavy re-enforcements from New Berne into Washington it 
would be extremely hazardous; they might be cut off. You will readily 
perceive under what embarrassments I labor. With my small force I 
have to hold in check 25,000 at Suffolk, 2,000 at Washington, 12,000 
perhaps now in New Berne, and a large force represented at Beaufort. 
The force I sent last week to Plymouth I hope is now on the borders of 
Beaufort and Washington Counties, and may bring out some supplies. 
You will readily perceive I cannot handle my small force as I would 
wish, because if I were to withdraw them from any point to operate on 
another for any length of time it would be but to expose that point 
from which they were withdrawn. If I take the troops from Kinston 
to operate toward Beaufort County it exposes Goldsborough and Wil- 
mington. If I send them from here it leaves 25,000 in front of me with 
only a march of 40 miles from Zuni. I am doing all I can to draw sup- 
plies from the eastern parts of the State, and even in this much depends 
on the cheerful co-operation of the people. . 
Yours, very truly, 
8. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


ENGINEER BUREAU, October 30, 1862. 


Col. WALTER GWYNN, Goldsborough, N. C.: 


COLONEL: I_have to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 
22d and 24th instant. In accordance with your wish your son has been 
applied for, and as soon as the detail is granted he will be ordered to 
report to you in Tarborough for duty. 

[ have just learned from a letter of General 8. G. French to General 
G. W. Smith that 100 negroes are ordered to assemble at Hamilton. 
You will therefore take immediate steps to receive and set them to 
work. 

In your letter of the 24th, alluding to the defenses of Neuse River, you 
write the works embrace the river batteries and will require 10,000 men 
for-their defense. You further estimate that an armament of thirty-four 
guns in all will be necessary. These are works of vastly greater mag- 
nitude than I have ever contemplated or can approve. In ny letter of 
instructions of the 9th instant I particularly called your attention to 
the fact that the garrisons of such forts as you might construct would be 
necessarily small. Instead, therefore, of building forts defending the 
river, in turn to be defended by covering works, I decidedly prefer, as 
a general thesis, and without special and controlling circumstances, one 
work commanding the river with strong land as well as water fronts, 
defiled, if necessary, to protect it from attacks on commanding ground. 
I most earnestly therefore call your special attention to prompt studies 
and actions to carry out these views. In my judgment, with rare excep- 
tions, a permanent garrison for each position of one regiment is the 
utmost that can be reasonably hoped for. 


Very respectfully, J. F. GILMER 
ae . : 3 


Colonel and Chief of Engineer Bureau. 
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Abstract from Field Return of troops commanded by Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, October 31, 
: 1862 (headquarters Richmond, Va.). ; 
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Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Department of North Carolina. .--. 573 | 10,045 | 10, 858 | 13, 524 16, 100° 
Brig. Gen. H. A.. Wise’s pritade, Chaffin’s farm....-.....-- 126 | 1,621} 1,760] 2,242 2, 809 
Coli T. J. Page, Chattin’s Bluff...........--.--.-.----+----- 21 246 341 417 487 
Brig. Gen. J. Daniel’s brigade, near Drewry’s Bluff. ....--- 195 | 3,255 | 3,468] 4,387 5, 412 
Holcombe Legion (cavalry), picketing the Peninsula-.----- 13 125 153 196 264 
Richmond defenses ....-..------------ Cake ee 2 ae eee 93 | 1,717 | 1,824) 2,140 2, 703 
Brook turnpike: 
42d Hioriment Mississippi Volunteers.......----------- 3 298 307 426 496 
54th Regiment North Carolina Troops..---.--- --------- 34 466 505 657 784 
67th Regiment North Carolina Troops-..--..------------- 25 545 561 762 1, 042 
59th Regiment Georgia Volunteers....-..-.--.---------- 38 593 619 761 966 
Capt. 8. S. bee C.S. Navy, Drewry’s Bluff (in part) ..-.-.--- 12 220 300 359 395 
Dopartment of Henrico. 5 -/.- 2. -- scan wes one se emoeee= saree oe 107 | 2,124} 2,428] 3,146 5, 228 
Gist Regiment Virginia Infantry*..-- 2... 29s 2c. nant bebe =| c= Leen |i meee eeneine eden ek eek eee aie 
Colonel Chambliss, on Rappahannock : ; 
2d Regiment North Carolina Cavalry*......---.-.-.----|-------- Lady Po qlee a’e Aaa | eee els eae 
13th and 15th Regiments Virginia Cavalry*.......-------|--------|--------|--------|--------|----++-- 
Ge POUAL Coe = cone see sec aas)- stun cvatane sdccadaesacies 1, 267 | 21, 255 | 23,124 | 29,017 | 36, 686 


SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT, C. 58. A, 
kichmond, November 2, 1862. 


His Excellency Gov. ZEBULON B. Vanon, Raleigh, N. C.: 


Sir: It is very desirable to exhaust the hogs, beeves, pease, beans, 
and potatoes of that part of North Carolina which lies within the lines 
of the enemy or accessible to them. The President called my attention 
to information derived from you on the subject, and the representations 
made in response to inquiries have been of a discouraging nature. I 
venture to apply to you for action thereon. It is obvious that those 
charged with such an undertaking should be reliable business men, 
whose integrity and energy should be personally known to those among 
whom they are to operate. Neither myself nor any one in my office has 
such knowledge of the country or the people of lower North Carolina 
as to enable me to make the proper selections and the necessary 
arrangements to the above end. That being the case I write to ask if 
you will allow your agency to be used in this matter by having the 
whole devolve upon you, except so far as existing arrangements go. 
They run thus far: Mr. Jacob Parker has a contract for packing hogs 
at Warrenton, and has the following counties allotted to him for pur- 
chase, viz: Franklin, Warren, Nash, and Halifax. In addition, Maj. W. 
H. Smith has made certain arrangements with Mr. H. Hayes, of Har- 
rellsville, which he will detail to you.’ The balance of the district 
spoken of it is proposed to put under your charge, with these remarks: 
_ ist. That as this Bureau has already more captains and majors than 
it ought to have it is not expedient to appoint more, except in case of 
absolute necessity, but to operate by agents, whose agencies can cease 
when their business with the Department closes. 


2d. That the points of delivery of the hogs should be fixed with ref. 


~~ 
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erence to the packing-houses, both in and out of the State of North 
Carolina, so that such as can go conveniently to the packeries, which — 
Major Smith has established or will establish, may do so, and such as 
are more convenient to Petersburg can go to that point, whence they 
can be brought to this place. 

dd. That it may be necessary to procure both bags and transportation 
to get out the pease and potatoes and any bacon that may be attainable. 
As to the transportation, Mr. Hayes, in a letter to Major Ruffin, says 
that a few teams and wagons can be bought in his region. If they can 
be bought at prices satisfactory to yourself you will be authorized to 
buy them, and when they are done with they can be disposed of in 
Some Satisfactory manner. As to the bags, it would be very desirable to 
secure the services of some of the factories of North Carolina in order 
to get them, and as they have not been called on up to this time it is 
to be hoped that they will now be able to serve the needs of this Bureau. 
One of the greatest difficulties now is to get bags, and there are not 
halfenough. Can you not getthem? Please try. 

I have been induced to ask you to undertake the above service in con- 
sequence of your communication to the President, and my notice of your 
address to the people of your State, indicating a readiness to help the 
cause in general. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NORTHROP. 


ENGINEER BUREAU, November 3, 1862. 


Col. WALTER GWYNN, 
In charge of Defenses in Eastern North Carolina: 


COLONEL: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
29th instant relating to the defenses, disbursements, &c., in Eastern 
North Carolina. A requisition for $30,000 in favor of Lieut. W. G. 
Bender has been made. 

I am glad to hear that so satisfactory a position for the defense of the 
Roanoke River has been found at Rainbow Bend. The line of infantry 
to cover 14 miles to the pond, causing the enemy to make a detour of 15 
miles, seems a good suggestion. It is not possible at present to furnish 
all the armament required, still platforms and positions should be pre- 
pared for formidable river batteries (a part of these platforms shouid be 
prepared for siege carriages). You will most probably have to exercise 
your ingenuity in mounting the guns, as the supply of guns is very 
limited. There are only two pile-drivers in this vicinity, both steam, 
with 2,000-pound hammers, and in constant. use; they are, moreover, 
mounted on boats. They should be songht for in the section where you 
are, and if they cannot be found seek to have them made where you 
are; and failing in that, if you will send on drawings of the hammers, 
&¢e., required, I will order them to be executed at the Tredegar Works. 
While our founderies and machine-shops are so overtasked, and the 
price of labor and iron so high, I do not think screw-piles at all advisa- 
ble. Before approving the suggestion of repairing the steamboat Cora, 
it is necessary for the Bureau to have an approximate estimate of the 
cost. Communicate with Maj. Gen. 8. G. French respecting provisions 
and transportation and request his co-operation. Capt. O. H. Dimmock, 
engineer in charge at Petersburg, will be requested without delay to 
forward you the required amount of intrenching tools, Your call for 
stationery will be promptly attended to, 
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When convenient, please send a fair, legible copy by a clerk of your 
communications to this Bureau. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. GILMER, 


Colonel and Chief of Engineer Bureau. | 


SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT, ©. 5. A., 
\ Richmond, November 3, 1862. 
His Excellency ZEBULON B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh : 

Sir: By order of Col. L. B. Northrop, Commissary-General of Subsist- 
ence, who has written to you fully in regard to purchase of certain ar- 
ticles to be made for the Subsistence Department of the Confederate 
States, I send Mr. Jacob Parker to see you in the hope you have ac- 
cepted the position which Colonel Northrop has felt warranted in calling 
upon you to undertake, not less from a desire to avail of your advantage 
of position than from a conviction of your patriotism and energy. Mr. 
Parker wishes to know what price to pay for hogs, and I refer to you 
and Major Smith, especially yourself, as the best source of information 
on that head. He also represents that speculators are ready to dog his 
steps as soon as he moves and asks how heis to get rid of them. Lreply 
that whatever plan you may recommend will have the respectful con- 
sideration of this Bureau. If approved, as it is presumed it will be, the 
most strenuous efforts will be used to get for it the active sanction of 
the War Department. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANK G. RUFFIN, 
Major and Commissary of Subsistence. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, ©. S. A,, 
Richmond, November 4, 1862. 
His Excellency ZEBULON B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina : 
_ Sir: Commander Cooke, sent by me to North Carolina to obtain iron 
for plating the gunboats being built in and for the defense of the State, 
has returned without having accomplished this object. He reports that 
you have the control of a quantity of railroad iron, and I therefore ad- 
dress myself to you upon the subject. 

To enable the boats to resist the guns of the enemy their armor must 
be at least 4inches thick, placed at an angle of at least 36°. This armor, 
from the limited power of our mills, we are compelled to roll into plates 
2 by 7 inches and 10 feet long, and to put them on the vessels in two 
courses. 

If you will let the Department have the rails, and facilitate its trans- 
- portation to Richmond, they will be immediately rolled into plates for 

the vessels in question and for such other defenses as we may build in 
the waters of your State. 

Commander Cooke will remove the iron if you consent to its transfer 
and will arrange the compensation according to his instructions. 

Please telegraph your reply. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. R. MALLORY, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
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ENGINEER BUREAU, November 4, 1862. 
Capt. JAMES W. CooKE, 
C. S. Navy, White Hall, N. C.: 


CAPTAIN: Col. Walter Gwynn sends the following extract from a 
letter of yours to him: 


According to the understanding with you in Richmond I have commenced work at 

White Hall, and if you think the river cannot be defended in time to protect the work 

J will thank you to inform me of the fact through Colonel Gilmer or the Secretary of 
>—~—the Navy. 


To which Colonel G. replies in his letter to me: 


My opinion is that with a sufficient force the obstructions we are placing in the Neuse 
River can be defended against any force the enemy are likely tosend against it. They, 
as well as the land defenses, will be completed, I think, in six weeks; but unless the 
south side of the Neuse is occupied, if the enemy possesses any enterprise at all they 
will most assuredly destroy the gunboat which Commander Cooke is building at White 
Hall. A force stationed at White Hall might, however, prevent such adisaster. You 
will please communicate this opinion to Commander Cooke. 


If further information with regard to troops for defense be desired it 
is respectfully suggested that Maj. Gen. 8. G. French, commanding at 
Petersburg, be addressed on the subject. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
J. F. GILMER, 
Colonel and Chief of Engineer Bureau. 


ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., November 4, 1862. 


Col. WALTER GWYNN, 
Dept. of Bastern North Carolina, Goldsborough, N. C.: 


COLONEL: I have to acknowledge your letter of October 31, just re- 
ceived. Your views regarding the safety of the Roanoke River and the 
propriety of continuing the construction of a gunboat at Hamilton shall 
be promptly communicated to Commander James W. Cooke, of the 
Navy. lam of the decided opinion that the cost of screw-piles and the 
difficulty of obtaining them renders their use injudicious. With re- 
gard to the two pile-drivers called for by you I would suggest that 
definite descriptions and plans should be prepared, and that they should 
be executed in Petersburg. The Bureau cannot attend to such details, 
and the workshops of Richmond are so crowded with work for the Ord- 
nance Department that they should be the last called on for other work. 
Three thousand pounds each strikes me as an excessive weight for your 
hammers; 1,200 pounds would be far better. If you need another as- 
sistant it is suggested that you employ Glaucus HE. Olds, a member of 
Capt. William W. Carraway’s company (unattached), of the Forty-first 
Regiment North Carolina Troops. The company is now at Kinston. 
His services can probably be secured at once by communicating with 
his captain, and in the mean time, should you desire it, an application 
will be made to the Secretary of War for his regular detail. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
J. F. GILMER, 
Colonel and Chief of Engineer Bureau, 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, Va., November 5, 1862. 
j. Gen. 8S. G. FRENCH 
oe een Department of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va.: . 
GENERAL Your letter of yesterday in reference to the movements of 
the enemy to cut off Colonel Radcliffe is received. It was shown to the 
Secretary of War, and with his approval I telegraphed General Lee at — 
Culpeper Court-House: nese . t 
al F g <8 brigade be sent tohim atonce. Can yousen 
it Perna tee resieds ¥ sank a division should in addition be sent here, but 
this is not so immediately urgent. 
. Linclose with this a copy of a note addressed to me by Major Beck- 
ham, ordnance officer, in reference to arms for General Robertson’s 
troops. We will do everything we can for you. Keep me informed 
fully upon all movements of importance. 
Respectfully and truly, yours, 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


P. S.—I have written to the Postmaster-General, requesting him to 
establish a telegraph station at Rocky Mount, between Goldsborough 
and Weldon. 


ENGINEER BUREAU, November 6, 1862. 
Col. WALTER GwyNN, Goldsborough, N. C.: 


COLONEL: I have just received your letter of the 2d instant and 
hasten to reply to the points therein presented. In reference to the ex- 
tent of the works for land defense on the Neuse River I have to say that 
the lines as proposed by you will form an intrenched camp, and as such 
are I doubt not well located. But this is not the character of the de- 
fense indicated by your instructions. Owing to the great call for troops 
to meet the enemy where he is in great strength the force that can be 
assigned to the defense of the Neuse, Tar, and Roanoke Rivers must be 
comparatively small. The proper defense therefore for these rivers is the 
one named in the instructions heretofore sent from this Bureau to you 
for your government, viz: One work with batteries bearing on the river 
and the obstractions therein, with water and land fronts of sufficient 
strength of profile to resist an assault, thus enablin g the small garrisons 
(as small they must be) to hold out until a succorin g force can relieve 
them. Such works as a general thing ean be enfiladed from surround- 
ing heights. This kind of work must be first established. If time be 
allowed for occupying the surrounding hills afterward it may be judi- 
cious to do so. Intrenched camps may have to be made by the troops 
when they are concentrated for the defense of a particular point. The 
ground at Rainbow Bend, as you describe it (being defended in part by 
an extensive pond and swamp) is particularly favorable. The line you 
are extendin § across to rest its right flank on these natural defenses is 
no doubt judiciously chosen, but you will not lose sight of the impor- 
tance of a work even at this position which can be held by a small 
garrison, Say one regiment. I will call the attention of Major-General 
Smith, commanding the southern portion of the Department of Virginia, 
to what you report in reference to want of concert in the operations of 
the troops in your vicinity. I approve your proposition to visit the city 
of Petersburg for the purpose of getting pile-drivers and hands skilled 
in their use as soon as you shall have made all the arrangements for 
the prosecution of the works, When in that city you will please call on 
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Major-General French and confer fully with him on the subject of de- 
fenses for the rivers of Hastern North Carolina. 

I do find some difficulty intreading your letters, and when possible I 
must ask you to have fair copies made for transmission to this Bureau. 
The engagement of the assistant you met with at Tarborough must be 
but temporary, as application has been made for the detail of your son 
for service at that place; this at your request. 

it has occurred to me that much can be done to aid in the defense of 
the rivers in North Carolina by taking favorable points below your forts 
and felling a large number of trees along the banks and getting them 
in the stream in such a manner as to lodge and form irregular rafts ex- 
tending long distances up and down stream, and then at favorable points 
along the banks make rifle-pits for sharpshooters, who can protect the 
obstructions. I will make every effort to get guns to arm the forts you 
are building, but it will not be possible to get them of the heaviest cal-_ 
iber, and such as we can get will probably be mounted on siege-carriages. 

Tam, sir, your obedient servant, 
J. I’. GILMER, 
Colonel and Chief of Engineer Bureau. 


ENGINEER BUREAU, November 8, 1862. 
Col. J. GORGAS, Chief of Ordnance: 


COLONEL: Defensive works are in course of construction on three of 
the most important rivers of Eastern North Carolina—on the Roanoke, 
in the vicinity.of Hamilton; on the Tar, near Tarborough, and on the 
Neuse, at Kinston. Anticipating the early completion of these works 
I have the honor to make a requisition for the armament. This in each 
case should consist of five rifled guns on siege-carriages of such caliber 
as can be most promptly supplied. Of these fifteen guns those required 
for the Roanoke will probably be first needed. As soon as any of these 
are ready I respectfully request to be notified of the fact. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. GILMER, 
Colonel and Chief of Engineer Bureau. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMEN’, 
Raleigh, November 8, 1862. 
Col. L. B. NoRTHRO?P: 

DEAR Str: Your communication to Governor Vance has been re- 
ceived, in which you propose to avail yourself of his agency in procur- 
ing a speedy removal of the hogs, beeves, pease, beans, and potatoes 
from that portion of the State “within the lines of the enemy or acces- 
sible to them.” His Excellency directs me to say in reply that he will 
most cheerfully undertake the task which you propose to assign to him. 
He is of opinion that the energies of the Department should be directed 
to the removal of those articles from the counties which are threatened 
with immediate invasion. All the counties west of this place are at 
present safe, and if a supply of salt can be procured the hogs will be 
cured into bacon, which can be procured at any time. 


Yours, very respectfully 
Bey euiaiay DAVID A. BARNES, 
Aide-de-Camp to Governor Vance. 
49 R R—VOL XVIII 
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ApJT. AND INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
ao ea. on } Richmond, Va., November 8, 1862. 
* * * * oie * * , 

_ Bric. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting is assigned specially to the defense 
ribs foage Fear River. He will proceed to Wilmington, N. C., and 
enter upon that duty. 

_* * * * * * * 

5 ary of War: 
By command of Secretary JNO. WITHERS, | 
‘Assistant Adjutant-General. . 

ORDNANCE BUREAU, 

Richmond, November 10, 1862. 
Hon. ZEBULON Bb. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina : 

Sir: Colonel Gorgas requests me to state in reply to your favor of 
the 8th instant that the Secretary of War has given general directions 
in regard to the equipment of forts, and that Wilmington will not be 
forgotten. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. S. RHETT, 
Colonel, Inspector of Ordnance. 


RICHMOND, VA., November 11, 1862. 
Governor VANCE, Raleigh, N. C.: 


Yours of the 9th and 10th received. The re-enforcements sent. Evans’ 
brigade is all that is now disposable. It is not practicable at this time 
to reduce the command in Tennessee. The vigilance of deepest interest 
watches affairs in North Carolina. We will try to anticipate the enemy. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


HEADQUARTERS, 


i Richmond, Va., November 11, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, 


Commanding, Petersburg, Va.: 


_The Secretary of War directs that you send four regiments to the 
vicinity of Wilmington immediately—the two recently withdrawn from | 
there and two others to be selected by yourself. He suggests that ‘ 
General Clingman be assigned to command them, reporting to the 
commander of the defenses of Cape Fear River, Brig. Gen. W. H. ©. 
Whiting. 

G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 
oe . Jae 
ichmon ; 
Maj. Gen. 8S. G. FrEenon, 1 ahs: 


Commanding, &e., Petersburg, Va. : 


GENERAL : Since my telegram of yesterday, directing that four regi- 
ments be sent to the vicinity of Wilmington with orders to report to 
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, commanding defenses of Cape Fear 
River, the Secretary of War has requested me to ask your views in re- 
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_ gard to the proper geographical boundary of the district about Wil- 
_mington. General Whiting, I understand, is to be ordered to report 


directly here. I sent you a telegram to-day informing you that the 
place for delivering paroled prisoners was changed to City Point, and 
directed the adjutant-general (Major Melton) to send aletter of instruc- 
tions. The commissioner (Major Ould) will go over to-morrow, and I 
send an officer of my staff to confer with your officers in your absence 
and endeavor to assist in making the necessary arrangements. Gen- 
eral Lee, under date of the 10th instant, writes that when the regiments 


are filled by conscripts— 


They could surely, in addition to those you now have, enable you to secure the for- 
age, beef, and pork in the eastern part of the State. This is not only important, but 
will be necessary, in my opinion, to insure a supply of provisions for the army, and 
I hope you will use every effort to accomplish it. 

This he writes me in answer to my letters to him in regard to matters 
in your department. There can be no question in regard to the impor- 
tance of securing the supplies referred to, and I am perfectly aware of 
the fact that you are and have been for along time of this opinion. At 
the same time always keep an eye to Petersburg and Weldon and the 
railroad. It is a difficult question to solve and a hard task to perform 
with small means. The division I asked for has not been sent, but keep 
me informed of the exact condition of affairs, and I will do everything 
in my power to support and assist you. I hope to be able to send you 
the heavy guns asked for at the obstructions. Will write you more 
fully upon this to-morrow. Colonel Gwynn called upon me with 
Colonel Gilmer to-day. Hewas requested to see you in person without 
delay, and to carry out your views and instructions. He said that he 
would do so cheerfully. 

Respectfully and truly, yours, 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


STaTE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, November 12, 1862. 
His Excellency President DAVIS: 

My Dear Sir: I have accepted the proposition of Colonel North- 
rop, Commissary-General, to collect with my own agents all the supplies 
possible in Hastern North Carolina, and my agents are already down 
there at work. Two of the richest counties in the State are Gates and 
Hertford, and I am extremely anxious to strip them first. It is neces- 
sary, however, to have some protection and assistance from the troops. 
I therefore earnestly request that you will order General French to 
send Colonel Ferebee’s Regiment, Fifty-ninth (who were raised in that 
section), with a section of artillery to Winton, on the Chowan. By so 
doing the whole county of Hertford could be stripped in their rear and 
much brought across the Chowan from Gates. It seems to me this can 
be done with great advantage to the service. 


Respectfully, &c., Z. B. VANCE 


T TH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
ey Sate i; Raleigh, November 12, 1862. 
His Excellency President DAVIS: 
My Dear Sir: Will you do me the favor to read the inclosed letter? 
It is from a highly intelligent and patriotic gentleman in the mountains 
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of Nortli Carolina, and gives a touching description of things in that 
region about which I spoke to youwhen in Richmond—in regard to the 
propriety of exempting it from any further call. The greater portion 
thereof 1 am convinced would form a proper object for the exercise of 
the discretion vested in you by the law. Should you not think sol would 
be glad to be allowed the privilege of receiving all such as organized 
companies for the defense of our coast this winter. 


Very respectfully, Z. B. VANCE. 


[Inclosure.] 


NEAR FRANKLIN, November 3, 1862. 
Governor VANCE: ; | 

DEAR SiR: There are about enough men in Macon County between the 
ages of thirty-five and forty to make one company. We have an oppor- 
tunity, as I understand, of getting into Colonel Folk’s battalion. This is 
preferable to going as conscripts. I am requested by a number of our 
most respectable citizens, who are between these ages, to ask you whether 
in your opinion any other alternative will be presented than conscription 
or going to that battalion. We have no hesitation in believing that it 
is our duty to stay here and provide for the helpless while it is in our 
power to do so. Consultations were held, and it was agreed in family 
councils who should go and what ones should stay. Those on whom 
the lot fell to stay in many instances made the greater sacrifice of feeling. 
But we have taken upon us charges and responsibilities that we can- 
not throw off until compelled to do so, or until there is a certainty that 
we will beso compelled. Having acted conscientiously in the matter 
we feel that we have done nothing to deserve the punishment of going to 
the army discredited by conscription. Before we are taken to a camp of 
instruction discredited and scattered to the four winds we ask the priv- 
ilege of doing what we should have done long ago had it not been for the 
earnest appeals of brothers who have fallen inthe service to stay and take 
care of those left to our charge. Ishall venture on a suggestion, thou gh it 
may seem to come from a party interested. For every able-bodied man 
taken from this county there ought to be an able-bodied man retained. 
We have a number of men in the field now falling very little below the 
number of voters in the county. Our people, having poor facilities for 
communication with other sections, have learned to subsist mainly on 
the immediate production of their own labor. Deprive us of that labor 
and the innocent and helpless must perish, though théir pockets were 
filled with current money. You know all about men and their powers 
of endurance for their wives and children. They can turn away from the 
erayes of comrades and brothers firm in the resolve to die, as they have 
died, for the sake of objects coming to their recollection with thoughts 
of home. But what consolation or encouragement can come to a man’s 
heart in an hour of trial frofm a home where the helpless are perishing 
for want of his hands to provide? 

We have but little interest in the value of slaves, but there is one 
matter in this connection about which we feel a very deep interest. We 
are opposed to negro equality. -To prevent this we are willing to spare 
the last man, down to the point where women and children begin to 
suffer for food and clothing; when these begin to suffer and die, rather 
than see them equalized with an inferior race we will die with them. 
Kverything, even life itself, stands pledged to the cause; but that our 
greatest strength may be employed to the best advantage and the strug- 
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gle prolonged let us not sacrifice at once the object for which we are 
fighting. 

I have not thought it worth while to dwell in argument upon the 
question as to whether the mountain people can subsist after taking out 
every man between the ages of eighteen and forty. It will be sufficient 
for any one acquainted with this section to pass in imagination through 
almost any neighborhood and consider the matter over. Ina short dis- 
tance of where I now write there are seven families, living on adjoining 
lands, and the only man to be left for them all is ninety years old. I 
have mentioned this case to no one who has not been able to point out 
one similar to it. The usual means of subsistence seems to be cut off 
from great numbers. 

I shall only ask you to reply to the questions presented in the first few 
sentences. Knowing the press of important matters that must be upon 
you, it is with reluctance that I have written at all, and was only in- 
duced to bring matters to your notice which are not immediately under 
your control by the request of a number of citizens that I should do so. 

With great respect, yours, truly, 
D. W. SILER. 


RICHMOND, VA., November 13, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. 8. G. FRENCH, 
Commanding, Petersburg, Va.: 

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting having been assigned to Wilmington, 
N. C., for the defense of the Cape Fear, will report directly to Maj. Gen. 
G. W. Smith. The Secretary of War desires your opinion as to what 
should constitute the boundaries of the proposed Wilmington District. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
JASPER 8. WHITING, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CAPE FEAR DISTRICT, 
Warsaw, N. C., November 14, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. GusTAvuS W. SMITH, 
Commanding, d&ec., Richmond, Va. : 

GENERAL: My first and last request will be for troops the instant 
‘they are available. The Department is undoubtedly aware of the im- 
minent need for them for the defense of Wilmington. The fever is 
abating rapidly and there will shortly be no danger to apprehend as to 
the health of the men. Then it is that I anticipate trouble from the 
enemy, who, aware of the undefended condition of this important place, 
are likely to strike before we can collect our resources. The peculiar 
features of the site of Wilmington as regards the ocean, the harbor at 
a distance of 24 miles with its two entrances, the river and the surround- 
ing country, make the presence of a strong maneuvering force, in addi- 
tion to the stationary batteries, indispensable. Not less than 10,000 
effective men should be collected as soon as possible, together with five 
or six field batteries. I hope the Department will be able to comply with 
this requisition, which, as the difficulty of the position is so well known, 
will not be considered too great. The batteries mi ght be drawn from 
the reserve artillery of the army, which, in my opinion, was always in 
_larger force than required. If any troops are on hand to start they may 
be sent at once to Northeast Station, on the Wilmington and Weldon 


Railroad. 
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9d. There is now on the Cape Fear upward of 300,000 bushels of ex- 


cellent rice in the barns of the planters between the city and the lower 
rice lands. The crop has not been thrashed, owing to various obstacles. 
It will be very valuable to us in every way, both for food and forage, 
and should not be suffered to fall into the hands of the enemy; should 
there be danger of that I shall destroy it. In the mean time I suggest 
the purchase of the whole or a greater portion by the Commissary and 
Quartermaster’s Departments. The planters will sell to the Government 
now at a far more reasonable price than to private purchasers, and as 
rice, like everything else, is rising in value it will be well to secure this 
important article of food at once. Please to call the attention of the 
Secretary of War and Commissary-Genera] to this. 
3d. Please to send me the authority, which from time to time has 


“ 


been issued to generals in command, relative to the securing or destruc- | 


tion of private property to prevent its falling into the hands of the 
enemy. I refer especially to crops—cotton, naval stores, lumber, &c., of 
which he stands so much in need. Irequire this, as I shall at once take 
all means in my power to secure these things on the Cape Fear. 
4th. Instructions as to the proclamation of martial law in districts 
menaced by the enemy. 
Please address me at Wilmington. 
Very respectfully and obediently, 
; W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CAPE FEAR DISTRICT, 
Warsaw, N. C., November 14, 1862 
Hon. GEORGE W. RANDOLPH, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. : 


Sir: I beg leave to call the attention of the Department to the posi- 
tion of Wilmington and its vital importance in this war. There are now 
but three great harbors on our coast not in possession of the enemy— 
Charleston, Mobile, and Wilmington. Of these, Charleston, though its 
capture would be a severe blow to us and an occasion of great triumph 
to the enemy and have serious effect on the war at home and abroad, 
is not a point of such strategic importance in the present position of 
affairs as the other two. Their capture destroys two great arteries of 
communication now more than ever necessary since the loss of the Mis- 
sissippi; cuts two great lines of telegraph; renders Charleston of little 
avail to us, Should it prove impregnable, as an importing point for war 
material, and affords by rivers and roads most effective basis by which 
the enemy may extend their power to the interior, endangering at once 
the armies of the east and the west, on which now the hopes of the 
country rest. These two points, Mobile and Wilmington, are, from local 
circumstances, exceedingly difficult to defend, the latter especially. 

Ispeak advisedly, from long service at all of these cities in the en- 
gineer service of the late United States. Though nearly all that may be 
said on this subject in regard to Wilmington will apply locally as well 
as generally to Mobile, it is with the former I now have to do. It is of 
the last importance to hold the port. In the fall and winter the block- 
ade is exceedingly difficult, owing to Cape Fear, a dangerous point on 
the coast, which, with its extensive shoals, extends far to seaward be- 
tween the two entrances to the harbor. The prevalence of southeast 
weather at the main entrance, while it is very dangerous for vessels out- 
side, forces them to the northward of the Cape and gives easy access to 
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vessels running the blockade. In like manner the northeast gales drive 
the enemy to shelter to the southward of the Cape and clears the new 
inlet or upper entrance. The river affords great facilities for building 
gunboats. Two are already there ready for their iron. Their comple- 
tion ought not to be left to chance, for either of them would compel 
most extraordinary preparations on the part of the enemy and undoubt- 
edly enable us to hold the port for a great length of time, and time is 
much with us now. Once in service and there is nothing to prevent 
the building of a fleet of similar vessels. Along the Sound, in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the river, are extensive works producing 3,000 bushels 
of salt daily. This important supply depends entirely on our holding. 
the port. I mention these considerations as worthy of attention, but 
subordinate to the great strategic importance of the plan in relation to 


‘the progress of the war. - 


As to its defense and the difficulties of the problem, it will be seen 
by reference to the map that the two entrances, 7 miles apart, sepa- 
rated by Smith’s Island, are isolated from mutual support by the 
river itself. As the works defending them (not, by the way, of 
strength commensurate with the object) are liable to separate attacks 
both by sea and land from the northward and southward, the support- 
ing force is liable to be divided. This difficulty would not be so formid- 
able were our means of boat transportation greater, but as we stand 
it is very much so. The series of swamp lands and bayous which 
separate Oak Island for a considerable distance from the mainland 
form an additional and serious obstacle to the relief of Fort Cas- 
well, the work designed to protect the main entrance. The fall of one, 
though so far apart, will necessarily result in that of the other, and 
thus, without mutually assisting in the defense of either, the safety of 
either of these important positions depends on the other. This is 
owing to the fact that the Cape Fear from 8 to 10 miles from the mouth 
spreads over extensive shoals, with the channel so far from the land 
that artillery can scarcely be placed so as effectually to prevent the 
access to the upper river from being cut off, and with it the river com- 
munications to the forts. In addition, though the forts command the 
entrances, which are comparatively narrow, neither of them have any 
control over the harbor nor the inside anchorages, while we are pre- 
vented by want of means from increasing our batteries on the mainland 
so as to render the harbor unsafe for the enemy after a successful pas- 
sage of the entrances. The distance of the city is an unfavorable ele- 
ment in the matter—21 miles to Fort Fisher and 28 to Fort Caswell, with 
the three routes, the river and the roads by either bank. The roads 
are extremely heavy, passing through tracts of deep sand. ‘The city, 
again, though 24 miles from its harbor, is but 6 miles from the sea, and 
may be attacked from the Sounds by way of Topsail and Swansborough 
without any attempts on the forts, and this in the present position of 
the enemy is not unlikely. In event of his success the forts must fall 
without resistance. In this condition of things the presence of a strong 
maneuvering force is indispensable and its necessity immediate, no 
matter how strong we may be able to make the forts or how perfect 
the arrangements for obstruction; and as both our means and time are 
limited the supporting army must be in readiness. That granted, 
though the odds are more favorable to the attack than the defense, the 
enemy may be afraid to undertake it. I have mentioned the difficulties 
of the defense to show how urgent is the necessity of the force. There 


is another consideration which deserves attention. The fact that once 


in his possession all the circumstances now so favorable to us are of 
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ntage to him, and the means to drive him out must be so extraor- 
kp and 80 disproportion ate to those now needed to defend it, that ia 
fear we should be altogether unable to regain the place. The Cape 
Fear, navigable to Fayetteville, gives him a barrier on the south im- 
passable to us, near the city especially, where the river, separating into 
several channels, forms directly opposite the broad and swampy rice 
lands of Hagle’s Island. The Northeast Branch, on the other hand, 
with the great Holly Shelter Swamps extending along its east bank for _ 
20 or 30 miles and close to the Sounds, would entirely defend him (taken 
in connection with his inexhaustible means of support and re-enforce- 
ment from the seaward) against attack from the northward. All the 
means in our power, therefore, or rather all that can be spared from 
points equally menaced, though perhaps not so important, should be 
put forward at once. To retain this position 10,000 effective men, with 
four to six field batteries, is the least force I can recommend as the sup- 
porting corps for its defense. If this cannot be had we must trust to 
God in what we have, small as it is, and the blindness of the enemy. 
Why he neglected this place and struck at New Berne is more than I 
can tell. I may add that the danger of its reduction is more imminent 
from the disorders consequent on the pestilence which has desolated 
the unfortunate city. Preparations have been suspended, the garrison 
reduced and withdrawn, the workshops deserted, transportation ren- 
dered irregular and uncertain, provisions, forage, and supplies ex- 
hansted, Unless therefore more speedy measures for re-enforcement 
and relief be adopted I have great apprehensions of a successful coup 
de main on the part of the enemy. Even a lodgment or the successful 
passage of one of the forts by even one or two of his gunboats would 
be a most serious matter, and as things now stand there is little to pre- 
vent such disaster. Having been assigned to this important charge 
but a few days since I am not yet prepared to say whether the disposi- 
tions adopted are altogether such as I would recommend. No doubt 
in general they are the best which circumstances would permit. It is 
now, however, too late to undertake changes, perhaps also to make ad- 
ditions, unless in the all-important matter of the supporting troops, and 
that [ have hurriedly endeavored to set forth. 

In conclusion I beg leave to refer you to a communication of this date 
to Major-General Smith relative to the securing of the large amount of 
rice, &ec., in the vicinity. 

Respectfully urging these remarks upon your attention, and request- 
ing their consideration by the President, I remain, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, c 

W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
t Tisloscmaenia: i 
NOVEMBER 20, 1862. 


Referred to Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

. JOHN A. CAMPBELL. 

Respectfully returned. 

It is certainly desirable to increase the force at Wilmington, but at 
present I have not the means of doing it. An extract from General 
Whiting’s letter to me has been forwarded to General Lee but under 
present circumstances I have reason to believe that he has no force to 
spare. General Whiting’s remarks about the rice in his vicinity have 
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_ been submitted to the commanding general. When the pressure of the 
_ enemy on the north will permit, forces should, and I have no doubt will, 
_ be detached south of James River. Until such time I do not see how 
the permanent force at Wilmington can be materially increased; but in 
emergency all disposable force within reach would be sent at once to the 
support of this or any other important point in imminent danger of im- 
mediate attack by superior forces. 
. G. W. SMITH, ' 
Major-General. 


This has been adequately attended to by General Smith. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, Va., November 14, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, 
Comdg. Department of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your two letters in regard to boundary of the Wilming- 
ton District and report of your recent movement against the enemy, 
with inclosed note to Secretary of War, are received. I will lay them 
before the Secretary in the morning. 

A letter from Governor Vance to the President, dated the 12th, was 
referred to me to-day. The Governor requests the President to order 
that certain points on the Chowan be occupied by troops. I recom- 
mended that the letter be sent you; that you would, without further in- 
structions, do everything for the best interests of the service. I con- 
gratulate you upon preventing their forward movement, and only regret 
that they retired before giving you an opportunity to punish them. 
Three guns on their way here from Wilmington have been ordered to be 
turned over to you for use in the works at the obstructions. This order 
was given, I understand, by the Ordnance Bureau, I[hope to be able to 
get more guns for you soon. 

The Secretary of War, on the application of the Commissary-General, 
has directed that no permits are to be given allowing flour to be shipped 
out of Virginia for private use. 

Colonel Ball, from Fredericksburg, telegraphs to-night that the enemy 
are moving upon him in some force and asks help. Things seem to be 
quiet in front of General Lee. General Johnston has reported for duty. 
It is understood that he will be ordered to the army in Tennessee and 
Mississippi. 

Respectfully and truly, yours, 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, November 15, 1862. 
Hon. S. R. MALLORY, 
Secretary of the Navy: 

DEAR Sir: His Excellency Governor Vance has received your letter 
stating that he had the control of a quantity of railroad iron and asking 
his consent to have the same rolled into plate to be used upon boats now 
being built in this State. 

His Excellency presumes that your informant, Commander Cooke, 
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alludes to the iron of the Atlantic road. The State is buta stockholder — 
in the road, a large portion belonging to private individuals. A meet-— 
ing of the directors of the company has been called and your proposi- 
tion will be submitted to them. Their decision will be made known to 
om tfull 
Yours, very respectiu 
Speer ane eo DAVID A. BARNES, 
Aide-de-Camp to the Governor. } 


—_————_- 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., November 16, 1862. 


His Excellency ZEBULON B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina : 

GovERNOR: Your letter to the President of November 11* has been 
referred to me, in which you represent that some forty persons were 
arrested in the eastern part of North Carolina and sent to Salis- 
bury for confinement. I have invariably instructed officers on the fron- 
tier not to molest any citizen unless they had positive proof of his 
having committed offense against our Government or violated its ordi- 
nances, and this because I found it resulted in no good, for often, how- 
ever guilty, nothing could be proven against them, and when liberated 
they went home more embittered. Besides, the enemy can arrest any 
number of our friends for each one we may arrest, and it cannot now 
be prevented. I regret that Colonel Radcliffe should have brought 
them beyond Tarborough. I will write to Colonel Radcliffe to have him 
make out charges against such as have committed offenses, and that the 
others at least be sent back under guard by way of Goldsborough to 
Greenville, to return to their homes under such obligations as you may 
impose on them. These obligations will readily suggest themselves to 
you. If, however, you wish to have nothing to do with them I will in- 
struct the commandant of the post of Salisbury what to do with those 
against whom no charge is made; but this will take some little time. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
8S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
HEADQUARTERS, 


Petersburg, Va., November 17, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. GustTAvus W. SmirH, 


Commanding Army, &e., Richmond, Va. : 

GENERAL: When I was on the Roanoke River the other day I passed 
over the route for several miles by which the army. under General Foster 
advanced and saw many evidences of their wanton destruction of 
private property and heard related many of their acts of cruelty to in- 
offensive citizens. At Hamilton they burned from sixteen to eighteen 
private dwellings, and in nearly every house in the town they made a 
forcible entry and destroyed all the furniture, broke all the crockery 
and demolished the doors and windows. They entered houses by the 
roadside and in the presence of the inmates destroyed everything in 
the dwellings. They burned all bedding, all the ladies’ dresses, and stole, 
in one instance, money from the bosom of an aged lady by force. They, 
in pure wantonness, shot cattle and hogs by the roadside and in the 
fields. In Williamston they quartered their horses in the parlors of 
dwellings, and in that place also destroyed the jail and other buildings. 


* See Series IV. 
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- Under this condition of affairs I write you, and request you to lay the 
matter before His Excellency the President to enable him to consider 
_ the propriety of having Foster and his officers declared to be no longer 
entitled to be regarded as soldiers, and that they have forfeited all claim 
_ to the benefit of the cartel, &c. I have written to Ex-Governor Clark 
at Tarborough to collect the facts in regard to this malicious destruc- 
tion of private property. I saw two carriages which they had stolen 
and left in their camps and which they could take no farther, stripped 

of curtains and otherwise rendered useless. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Indorsement. ] 


Respectfully referred to General French. 

It is better that General French should address a letter to General 
Foster inquiring whether these outrages were committed with his 
knowledge and sanction, informing him that such outrages are consid- 
ered as forfeiting the right to be treated as prisoners of war, and that 
the action to be taken in the case will depend on the answer received 
from him. If no answer is received within — days it will be considered 
that he admits and holds himself responsible for the acts charged. 

By command of Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant A djutant-General. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, N. C., November 17, 1862. 
General GUSTAVUS W. SMITH, ; 
Acting Secretary of War: 

DEAR SiR: His excellency Governor Vance received a communication 
from your immediate predecessor, Hon. G. W. Randolph, in which he 
states that in consequence of the threatened attacks upon the railroad 
connections in the eastern portion of North Carolina and Virginia, and 
our inability at present to withdraw from the Army of Northern Virginia 
re-enforcements sufficiently large to secure those connections, it is con- 
sidered very important to complete the Danville and Greensborough 
connection as speedily as possible, and asking him to aid in procuring 
hands to work upon that improvement. His Excellency instructs me 
to say that he will most cheerfully give whatever assistance he can con- 
sistently with his sense of duty to further the speedy completion of this 
work, but at the same time he hopes it will not be improper to remark 
that the Government should at all hazards and at all times defend our 
present railroad connections at Weldon. That section of the country is 
of the utmost importance to the Government, abounding in abundant 
supplies for the army. His Excellency must decline authorizing or rec- 
ommending the Legislature to authorize the drafting slaves for this pur- 
pose. Vast numbers of slaves are leaving our eastern counties, ‘threat- 
ened with invasion, and their owners are anxiously seeking employment. 
The contractors upon the work can, without the intervention of the 
public authorities, obtain the most abundant supply of hands if they will 
offer fair and remunerating prices. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
DAVID A. BARNES, 
Aide-de-Camp to the Governor. 
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. Wilmington, N. C., November 18, 1862. . 
Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. SMITH, 
Commanding, dec., Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: It appears now to be pretty certain that the enemy have ~ 
withdrawn from their late movement toward Tarborough and Weldon. _ 
What may be their next move is only matter of conjecture. Early in 
the fall, as we have definitely ascertained by spies in New Berne, an expe- 
dition against Wilmington was organized, the attack to be made from the 
direction I have always been apprehensive of—to land with transports 
at Topsail Inlet, 22 miles from the city; there at high water (10 to 12 
feet) [troops] may enter and march by the plank road directly on the — 
city. This plan of attack is the most to be feared, and the one of all 
others which promises success to the enemy, if in force. Unless we are 
able to meet and beat them in battle all the forts and batteries on the 
river fall, without the necessity of firing a gun, with the fall of the 
city. After these movements commence it will be too late to re-enforce. 
Within 10 or 12 miles of the point of landing they would cut the rail- 
road bridges on the northeast branch of the Cape Fear, a wide and deep 
river; that gone, while succor is cut off, retreat is also, and the garri- 
son of Wilmington must either conquer or surrender. My want of troops 
you know. I hope at least six field batteries may be spared me, which 
I think might be done from the immense reserve artillery of the Army 
of the Potomac, a train seldom, if ever, used in our late campaign. I 
have also great need of cavalry. <A very large extent of country has to 
‘be picketed and I have not exceeding 100. They are especially neces- 
sary to prevent communication with the enemy’s blockaders, who skirt 
the coast daily 20 or 30 miles on each side of the harbor. A regiment 
would be none too many. 1 have already represented the number of 
infantry which I think is the least should be on hand. I will forward 
you as soon as possible a report and sketch showing our means of de- 
fense and their location. I find everything in confusion, owing to the 
pestilence, and works in many cases stopped or left unfinished. 

It is a matter of great importance that a telegraph office should be 
established at Magnolia, half-way between Goldsborough and -W ilming- 
ton; this on account of running the trains with troops over the Wil- 
mington and Weldon Railroad (the distance to Goldsborough from here 
being 82 miles, too far without a station), and also because at this point 
(Magnolia) we can procure from the pickets the earliest information of 
the movements of the enemy from New Berne and Beaufort.. Will you < 
ask accordingly? 

Very respectfully, 
W...t. O., WHITING: 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, November 19, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN ane i 


Chief of Staff, Charleston : 
_ GENERAL: [have to-day sent over to Charleston three negroes belong- 
ing to Nassau, W. I. They formed part of the crew of a small schooner 
which, loaded with salt, was endeavoring to run the blockade on Monday 
last, but being cut off from Wrightsville Inlet was beached. 
The enemy sent a party on shore, of whom a lieutenant, 2 midsbip- 
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_ men, and 10 sailors were captured by our pickets, together with the 
_ negroes, whom the enemy had taken. The captain of the vessel was 
also rescued. I think they should be placed at the disposal of the Brit- 
ish consul. 
They certainly were endeavoring to help us. I have therefore sent 
them over to Charleston, where there may be a chance for them to re- 
turn to Nassau. ~ 
Very respectfully, 
- W. B.C. WHETING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


{Indorsement. ] 


Hpgrs. Derr. oF SOUTH CAROLINA AND GEORGIA, 
Charleston, S. C., November 20, 1862. 
Cannot Messrs. Jolin Fraser & Co. find employment for these negroes 
on their steamers ? 
Respectfully, 
THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, Va., November 19, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. 8. G. FRENCH, 
Commanding, &e., Petersburg, Va.: 
GENERAL: Your letter of this date has been received. I have sent 
~ you to-day a battery of two 30-pounder Parrott guns, fully furnished 
with horses and men. They will arrive to-morrow. 
Respectfully and truly, yours, 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., November 20, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. GUSTAVUS W. SMITH, — 
[ Acting] Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have been informed that at least a week since you di- 
rected five regiments to be sent here, including the two (Radcliffe’s and 
Cantwell’s) formerly here; but one (Cantwell’s) has arrived; the others 
are said to be retained by order of Major-General French. Timeis press- 
ing. JI cannot more clearly explain the necessity for troops than I have 
done to the late Secretary, nor can I diminish the estimate I conceive 
the necessity of the case requires, viz, 10,000 infantry and six batteries. 
My information from New Berne and from the examination of prisoners 
leads to the belief that the enemy, fully aware of the defenseless state 
of Wilmington against a land attack, intends a speedy movement, know- 
ing that on account of the force we shall be found unprepared. Against 
a naval attack Iam not so apprehensive, but it is now easily in their 
power to neutralize all our sea-coast and river defenses. A small de- 
tachment can but prove a bait and must necessarily be sacrificed. It 
would be better, if troops are not to be or cannot be sent, to do without 
rather than lose the few here and the place too, as must inevitably be 
the case should the attack be made by the land approach; for the gar- 
rison of Wilmington in that event there isno retreat. I earnestly hope, 
if it is intended that this-important point be held, that dispatch will be 
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used in providing a sufficient number of troops. You are doubtless 
aware that within a few hours of the landing of the enemy at Topsail — 
Inlet (should he attack by land) communication with any point north } 
of this will be cut off entirely by his destroying the railroad bridge on. 

the northeast, not far from abreast of his landing, and I cannot hope for — 
any aid from south of this. Ihave only then to assure you that after his — 
demonstration commences and attack here is indicated it will, unless — 


providentially otherwise ordered, be too late to re-enforce. 4 


Very respectfull | 
Bank = a W. H. ©. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


{Indorsements. } 


Referred to General Smith. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


XICHMOND, VA., November 26, 1862. 


Respectfully forwarded with suggestion that the Governor of North 
Carolina be requested to furnish all the aid that he can to General 
Whiting, at Wilmington, and that the substance of this letter be laid 
before General Lee for his consideration and such action on his part as 
the exigency demands, so far as it may be in his power to furnish assist- 
ance. There are no available troops for such a purpose in and about 
this city, and there are too few in North Carolina to successfully resist 
a determined attack in force upon any one of its many important points - 
within easy reach of the enemy. I send a copy of this letter and in- 
dorsement to General Lee. 

G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., November 21, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. SmrrH, 
[Acting] Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


GENERAL: In the event of the general movements of the enemy in 
the winter’s campaign bringing about a concentration of the Army of 
the Potomac near to Richmond and the transfer of a portion of the 
troops to North Carolina, I respectfully apply for the brigade of Gen- 
eral Pender’s North Carolina Troops and that of General Law, now 
consisting of three North Carolina regiments and the Fourth Alabama; 
also for Captain Reilly’s battery to be included in the number to be sent 
here. Will you please to refer this to the Secretary of War? General 


_Clingman, who reported for duty yesterday, informs me that nearly ten 


days ago you ordered the two regiments lately taken from here, together 
with two others, to be moved back to this place. Only one has arrived 
(Cantwell’s). Radcliffe’s and the other two have been detained by 
Major-General French near Kinston. I can add nothing more forcible 
to my explanations heretofore given of the weakness and necessities of 
this point. I am sure the Department and yourself are fully aware of 
all the circumstances. Information has been received from a spy that 
the enemy have concentrated quite a large force of troops (upward of 
20,000, it is said) on Roanoke Island, part of which came from New 
York and part from the vicinity of Suffolk, intended for an expedition 

according to camp talk, against this place. However that may be, 
Roanoke Island is certainly a favorable point for preparing and fitting 


-. 
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_ out the requisite transportation for such an expedition, and considering 


the difficulty we should have in obtaining early information of any 


movement from Roanoke Island its selection shows judgment. If such 


_ an attempt is to be made from there our first intimation of it will prob- 


ably be from the pickets at Topsail, 22 miles off, too late for efficient 
support. As things stand now I could hardly hope to offer opposi- 
tion enough to enable me to destroy the city. By examining the maps 
of this vicinity you will see that attack coming along the plank road 
from the Sounds, the garrison of the town and the two sides of the river 


~~ have no mode of escape. The river and its branches are wide and deep 


and our water transportation is not sufficient to allow of the escape of 
even the field batteries. The forward condition of one of the gunboats 
now building here; the large amount of valuable property in crops, ma- 
chinery, &c., all of which ought to be destroyed rather than that the 
enemy should get them, makes me perhaps importunate in my appeal. 
As things stand it is my intention, unless otherwise ordered, in case of 
attack in force by land previous to the arrival of the troops estimated 
as necessary, to destroy ail I can, even to burning the city to the ground. 
Very respectfully, 
WV) ae On WHITING: 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, November 21, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. THomAs JorDAN: 

Sir: We have received and read General Whiting’s letter, addressed 
to you, in reference to some negroes captured from the enemy. We 
have no knowledge of them, and are sorry to say have no steamer here, 
having recently lost one on the Cape Fear. 

Thanking you for your kind attention we beg to say that we will 
cheerfully carry out your wishes hereafter and by first opportunity. 


Yours, very respectfully, 
JNO. FRASER & CO. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., November 22, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. GUSTAVUS W. SMITH, 
Commanding, &e., Lichmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: Several days since I called the attention of the Secretary 
of War to the very important matter of the crops of rice in this vicinity. 
I advised the purchase by the Commissary Department of the lot. I 
have had no reply. The planters will sell to the Government for $2, a 
most reasonable price, considering especially the shortness of the crops 
and the relative value of corn and rice, the former having reached $1.75, 
while its customary value is not more than half that of rice. To spec- 
ulators they ask a higher price. The result will be that unless taken 
now we must eventually either destroy it or the Government will have 
to pay two or three prices. I shall be compelled, I fear, to destroy it, 
and also much other valuable property. It is two weeks since my first 
representation of the critical condition of this important point, second 
now only to Mobile in its effects upon the war, and so far one regiment 
has been sent tome. I have asked but a moderate number (10,000 men 
and six batteries) wherewith to oppose from 15,000 to 20,000 men con- 
centrating in New Berne and Roanoke, with at least the reported, cer- 
tainly the probable, purpose of attacking this place. No answer has 
been given me in the premises, I have explained also the defenseless 
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paditi f the place against the attack sure to come. By water we © 
eA ve aded’ is tolorably secure. Unfortunately the enemy will 
not take that way, or will only approach that way. My antagonist is: 
soldier enough, and in addition has been stationed here long enough to 
know the best way to attack the city, the batteries, the harbor, and 
the forts. He will adopt that way—the attack from the Sound. 1 
Against that advance I have now but 700 infantry and about 300 heavy —_ 
artillery, with two or three companies of Partisan Rangers. In oppos- — 
ing this attack the garrisons of Forts Fisher, Caswell, Saint Philip, and 
other batteries cannot be taken into account. They must man the bat- 
teries whether the enemy attack the river or not. If the Government 
intends to send me troops, please let me know. If it cannot, I will en- 
deavor to save what can be saved from him, and as there is no mode of 
retreat from this position I will also make preparation to destroy the — 
city. The enemy may then find the garrison among the ruins. 


' Very respectfully 
Ee % W. H. 0. WHITING, 
Brigadier: General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
November 23, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. GUSTAVUS W. SMITH, 
Commanding, de., Richmond, Va.: . 

GENERAL: My letter of yesterday to the Adjutant and Inspector 
General* contains all the information I possess relative to General 
Burnside’s army. There are no indications of his future movements or 
plans. His apparent present inaction leads me to apprehend that he 
may be preparing to transfer his army to some other quarter, as his 
position is such as to render it extremely difficult to obtain information 
as to what may transpire ii his rear. Scouts are on the watch, but 
they have to make so large a circuit, both right and left, that great de- 
lay necessarily occurs in receiving the information they obtain. I have 
therefore thought it advisable to request that you will endeavor to ob- 
tain accurate information of what may be transpiring south of James 


- River and to take measures, if possible, to be informed as early as prac- 


ticable of the approach to our waters of any transports or vessels. I 
shall endeavor to have watch kept on the Potomac of the movements of 
vessels down that river, as it is very dificult to approach Aquia Creek. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient Servant, | 
R. EK. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Petersburg, Va., November 24, 1862, 

Gov. ZEBULON B. Vancn, Raleigh, N. 0: 
DEAR Sir: When I joined our forces that were assembled near Tar- 
borough I was very forcibly struck with the want of positive and aceu- 
rate information as respected the force of the enemy under General 
Foster as well as to the roads along which he was advancing, and which 
important information I think could and should have been conveyed 
to General Martin by the inhabitants residing along the line of his 
march. To remedy such, or rather to provide for the ascertaining of 
all movements of the enemy on any future advance, permit me to sug- 


*See Series I, Vol, XXI, p. 1026, 
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gest that you cause in all the eastern counties, as far as practical, the 


_ enrollment of all persons capable of bearing arms into companies (that 


are not conscripts), whose duty it shall be to watch the enemy, and on any 
movements taking place to hover on his line of march and give infor- 
mation and join our forces as guides and skirmishers; these, on being 
enrolled, to meet occasionally for drill and consultation under their offi-. 
cers as to what each shall do on the occasion and arrangement of places. 
of rendezvous; the rolls of such companies to be sent to Richmond to: 
put them in the Confederate service, but not to serve unless such otca- 
sion for local service be required; the sole object of putting them in: 
the Confederate service being that should any be taken prisoners they 
can be exchanged. No troops in the service of any State when taken 
prisoners can be exchanged, the United States Government only deal- 
ing with the Confederate Government. These men can and must re- 
main at home just as though not in service until their officers call them 
out on the approach of the enemy. All the details of these duties can be 
arranged by the men and officers when they assemble, the whole being 
more particularly to gain and give information and act as guides when 
necessary. Such a company as this for local purposes I commanded in 
Mississippi long before secession and for domestic tranquillity at home. 
A very heavy penalty was attached to any member who did not assem- 
ble with his gun and ammunition at one of the rendezvouses, or at the 
nearest rendezvous to the point where his services might be required,. 
on notice from any member of the company; consequently each knew 
he would meet the others there. By such asystem as this all approach 
of the enemy could be made known and all preparation be made to meet 
him more successfully by our army. I deem it much preferable to call- 
ing out militia and taking them from their homes. Besides, this is a 
revolution of the people, and those out of the army are as deeply inter- 
ested as those mustered into the service. All good citizens must aid. 
It has been truly said that “‘ when a people are suddenly called upon 
to fight for their liberty and are sorely pressed upon, the last field of 
battle is the floors upon which their children have played; the cham- 
bers where the family of each man has slept; upon and under the roofs. 
ot which they have been sheltered ; in the gardens of their recreations ;, 
in the streets or in the market-place; before the altars of their temples. 
and among their congregated dwellings, blazing and uprooted ;” andif 
the people cannot do all or part of this, they can organize and ambush 
the enemy by the wayside and dog his steps and harass him at every 
swamp and crossing in those counties. Some of the best and most in- 
fluential citizens should by their presence and example be with the par- 
ties engaged in obstructing the rivers, and -not sit idle, smoking the 
pipe of peace by their family firesides and calling solely on our poor 
soldiers to do all. We must all unite against a common and barbarous 
enemy, who disregards most of the customs of civilized’ war. 
Yours, very truly, 
S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., November 26, 1862. 
Major-General FRENCH, 
Commanding Distriet, Petersburg, Va.: 
GuNERAL: Yours of the 23d instant is received. I hope Radclifte’s 
regiment will be on shortly as well as Faison’s. The attack on Wil- 
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ington will be by land from Topsail. Possibly a feint or diversion 
Pratancodily veel be attempted with gunboats on the outer harbor. 
I have reported to the Department 10,000 infantry, six batteries of ar- 
tillery, and one regiment of cavalry, as the very least fozce by which 
Wilmington can be rendered secure against an advance from the Sound. 
While the Department agrees with me in this necessity, we are So pressed 


everywhere that doubtless it will be unable to comply. You remark, — 


in regard to co-operativeness, ‘if Wilmington is attacked, will send you 
asséstance.” It must be observed that if the attack is waited for it will 
be too late to send assistance. With their advance from the Sound they 
would of course cut off the railroad bridge over the W — E——_, 
and the garrison here can neither be relieved nor can it retreat against 
such anapproach. The artillery on the river cannot be counted an ele- 
ment in the defense. In any case they must remain at their batteries. 
Clingman’s brigade (when complete), Young’s small battalion, and one 
battery is all that is here for the defense of the place. 
Very respectfully, 


W.. EL... ©. AVELET EMS, 
_ Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., November 26, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. SMITH, 
Commanding District, Richmond, Va. : 

GENERAL: Yours of the 21st is received to-day. I regret as you do 
the inability to supply the troops I deem necessary to secure this place. 
I was afraid of it, but it was necessary to represent exactly the state of 
affairs and the necessity in the premises. We must do the best we can. 
I have been in hopes that possibly a few thousand men might be spared 
from the western army for the winter on this coast if not from General 
Lee. The river defenses here are in pretty good order, and seem to be 
well designed. Fort Caswell is weak. Ifthe river was the only route 
of the enemy to this city I think he would find it difficult. Day before 
yesterday a steamer entered New River and steamed up several miles. 
I ordered the only light battery I have to attack her. Have not yet 
heard from it. General French seems to be under the impression that 
I am under his command. Will you please to inform him that by the 
express direction of the War Department I report to you for orders? I 
shall, of course, keep him advised of everything that attains, with a 
view to cordial co-operation, but I am not under his orders. 

Very respectfully, 
Wis Des WELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, Va., November 26, 1862. 
General R. E. LEE, 
Comdg. Army of Northern Va., Fredericksburg, Va. : 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 23d was received at the Point of Rocks 
on Monday afternoon. Instructions were given to General French and 
Brigadier-Generals Wise and Daniel to take effective measures for pro- 
curing the earliest practicable information. 
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In the absence of perfectly conclusive and definite information every- 
thing tends to confirm the impression that the enemy are preparing to 
strike determined blows south of the James River. I feel grave appre- 
hensions for the safety of Wilmington. Besides the artillery garrisons 
of the forts and batteries there are only four regiments of infantry at 
that point. Evans’ brigade is at Kinston, with a superior force of the 
enemy at New Berne, threatening Goldsborough. At Weldon there are 
only about two cavalry regiments, under General Robertson, being in- 
structed. The enemy are pressing upon the Blackwater to such an 
extent that General French has ordered down to that line four regi- 
ments of infantry, in addition to the two of cavalry, and sent all his 
available artillery, including the two 30-pounder Parrott guns with 
Dabney’s company, from here. This leaves two regiments in Peters- 
burg besides one regiment local guard in the town. In accordance with 
your letter the Fifty-ninth Georgia and the battery were withdrawn 
trom the South Anna Railroad Bridges after the 20th instant. I would 
be glad to have the four Mississippi companies of infantry ordered to 
rejoin their regiment here, and would suggest that Colonel Ball’s cav- 
alry, and the battery attached, be relieved at Fredericksburg and placed 
on the line between the mouth of the Pamunkey and yourright. There 
is a great deal of contraband trade and unauthorized communication 
across that line to the enemy. I hope you will soon be enabled to send 
me the Sixty-first Virginia and the Thirteenth Virginia Cavalry for serv- 
ice on the south side of James River. We are extremely weak in num- 
bers at all points from Richmond to Wilmington inclusive. To be pre- 
pared, detachments should be made from your army as soon as it is at 
all safe to do so. I have directed some of General Whiting’s letters to 
be forwarded for your information. Please do not forget to send me 
the Norfolk Light Artillery Blues as soon as you can spare them. Gen- 
erals Whiting and French are both calling for artillery and both need 
it. We have about 3,300 of the 4,500 negroes called for working on the 
obstructions, fortifications, and roads. I have requested a call to be 
made for 5,000 more negroes. Irode over the country and lines between 
here and Petersburg on Monday, spent Tuesday around Petersburg with 
General French and returned lastnight. The works at Petersburg are 
necessarily progressing slowly, nearly all the troops being absent. I 
have directed a force of negroes to be sent there as soon as they are re- 
ceived. Upon your refusal to part with General Early, Maj. Gen. Sam. 
Jones, who was to have been assigned to the local command here, was 
ordered to Northwestern Virginia, and I am still necessarily confined 
closely to this place. Iam very anxious to visit North Carolina, but up 
to this time have not been able to do so. 

Respectfully and truly, yours, 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., November 28, 1862. 
CITIZENS OF WILMINGTON: 


I request all those citizens of Wilmington who are willing to take arms 
in defense of their homes (and I well know there are many such) to or- 
ganize themselves into a body, with such weapons as they may have 
and with those I can supply, and I suggest that they select a leader and 
such officers as their numbers will require. I address this request to 
many gallant gentlemen who, from age and according to law in the ex- 
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ercise of many duties, are not otherwise called on to bear arms in this 
war. Iand my staff will be glad to afford them instruction at such 
times and places as may be most convenient. ‘They will be called on 
when the enemy is at our doors. I am confident, from my long and in- 
timate association with the men of Wilmington and vicinity, that they 
are not only willing but eager to fight the invader, and am sure they will 
i st to the last. 
-atves W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, Va., November 29, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, 
Comdg. Department of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va. : 


GENERAL: For your information I herewith forward you copy of a 
letter just received from Brigadier-General Whiting, dated Wilmington, 
November 18. I request that General Evans be ordered to support 
General Whiting at Wilmington with his whole force if necessary when- 
ever called upon by General Whiting, provided the support can be given 
without endangering too much the points guarded by General Evans. 
You will please send to General Whiting a copy of your instructions to 
General Evans. I will write to General Whiting instructing him to 
give to General Evans all the support within his power consistent with 
his defense of Wilmington in case General Evans should be pressed by 
the enemy. I fear, however, that until General Whiting shall be re-en- 
forced he will not be able to render much assistance to General Evans 
now that the fever has abated in Wilmington. The object of this is 
that in case of an attack by the enemy upon either command there will 
be perfect co-operation between the commanders. 

Very respectfully, yours, &e., 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


Abstract from Return* of the Department of North Carolina, commanded by Maj. Gen. &. 
G. French, for November, 1862. 
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NAVAL COMMANDANT’S OFFICE, 
Wilmington, N. O., December 2, 1862. 
To the SECRETARY OF WAR, 
Richmond, Va.: 


Srr: Adjutant-General Cooper sometime since informed me that men 
in the ranks of the army who were mariners by profession would by 
your predecessor be detailed, on application, for the naval service, pro- 
vided they were not in the face of the enemy. : 

As commander of the naval defenses of North Carolina I submitted 
last month to General French, at Petersburg, and to Governor Vance, 
at Raleigh, a plan for defending the inland water-courses of North Car- 
olina against marauding expeditions of the enemy by means of movable 
batteries of heavier caliber than howitzers. Both promised co-operation, 
but without the sanction and interposition of the authority of your De- 
partment there is no hope of success. 

My purpose is to raise men accustomed to the water—for at times it 
may be necessary to take to the water—divided into three companies, 
with two light 32-pounders each, to be posted, respectively, at interme- 
diate points between the Chowan and the Roanoke, the Roanoke and 
the Tar, and the Tar and the Pamlico Rivers—the inland position to 
be as near as possible and equidistant to the two streams between 
which it lies; the roads to be kept in good condition both to the rivers 
and for some distance down their banks, and lines of signals, consist- 
ing of red, white, and black canvas balls, to be established by isolation 
of trees denuded of their branches, from central positions to remotest 
look-out points. By this means, upon first intelligence of the enemy 
ascending one of the rivers, two of the batteries, one on each side, could 
be transported to that river’s bank to defend it. These movable bat- 
teries, unlike fixed ones, will not require protecting forces; and in the 
event of a flank movement by the enemy it is proposed to have roads 
from central positions to the railroads for transportation of batteries ; 
and as the soil of North Carolina between the delta and the mountains 
is sandy it by consequence becomes more indurated than softened by 
the winter rains. There are many men now in the camps who from 
their former pursuits are admirably fitted for such an undertaking, 
and I respectfully ask your permission to procure their names and, they 
coxsenting, your authority for their transfer to the rolls of the Navy. 
It would be mere platitude to speak of both professions being embarked 
in one common cause, &c. Yonr intelligence will decide what is prac- 
ticable, and its decision will be enforced by patriotism. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Nee IY NO, 
Flag-Officer, C. 8S. Navy. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., December 2, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. GusTAVUS W. SMITH, 
Commanding, &e., Richmond, Va. : 


My DEAR GENERAL: I fully appreciate your situation, and have for 
some time realized that until it was decided one way or another between 
Generals Lee and Burnside we could hardly hope for increase of force 
here now needed. My chief aim and hope, after attempting to demon- 
strate the necessity of the case and amount of troops required to give 
promise of a successful resistance in this position, has been to show also 
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sr attack it will be too late to re-enforce. I have also been 
hak restive under the delays which have been made in complying 
with your orders and with the change in designated regiments made by 
yourjuniors in rank, apparently without your sanction. General French 
writes me a note explaining the delay, but not the change in the regi- 
ments. I needed, also, very much more field artillery, and that was 
an arm which I presumed, from my knowledge of the Army of the 
Potomac, there could be no difficulty in supplying. I have received, 
both from Richmond and General Beauregard, telegrams relative to the 
starting of the enemy’s fleet. They do not so far seem to be intended 
for me; most probably, in my opinion, for Mobile. They have had 
ample time to reach Charleston or this place. I think that we can make 
a pretty fair fight against a naval attack, but as I have frequently ex- 
plained, my force is utterly inadequate onland. The report shows quite 
a large aggregate of heavy artillery, but that cannot be included at all 
in the estimate for the land defense, nor indeed can the heavy artillery 
defend itself against land attack. I wish you could come and see me. 
In two hours’ observation you would learn more of the situation than 
from a dozen of my letters, though I do not think you would differ ma- 
terially from me. 

Very truly, yours, 
W. He CWE PELNG: 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FORCES ON THE BLACKWATER, 
December 4, 1862. 
General BEAUREGARD: 

My DEAR GENERAL: My position in command of the forces at this 
advanced post places me in frequent and full communication with friends 
within the enemy’s lines. They afford me information which I generally 
find correct. Froma letter, dated yesterday, written by my most reliable 
correspondent in Suffolk, I think proper to furnish you the following 
extract: 


I wouid further state that I also learn a simultaneous attack will be made on Fred- 
ericksburg, Weldon, and Charleston, They will attack Charleston, they say, with 
200 vessels, and that very soon. 


This you will take for what it is worth. In the New York Times of 
the 28th, in the local column, is a paragraph to the effect that Banks’ 
expedition of 300 vessels is about to start, with the design of inflicting 
a destructive blow on the heart of the rebellion. Perhaps it means 
Charleston. In abundance of precaution I have thought proper to 
possess you of these rumors. 


Confident in your ability to repel any assault, I have the honor to be, 
truly, your friend, 


ROGER A. PRYOR. 


Rey HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., December 6, 1862. 
Governor VANCE, Raleigh, N. C.: 


Sir: I send you herewith a copy of letters addressed to the War De- 
partment since my assignment to the defense of the Cape Fear, touch- 
ing the importance of the matter in hand and the men and means re- 
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quired. I believe the Department to be fully impressed with the urgency 
of the case and aware of its necessities; but pressed so heavily at so 
many points it has so far been unable to supply here but a very small 
part of the number of troops I consider indispensable to a successful 
defense of Wilmington. In the mean time I am endeavoring to make 
the best use I can of the means at my disposal. In view of my small 
force and the undoubted intention of the enemy to attack this place at 
no distant day, I recommend Your Excellency to take speedy and strong 
_ measures to secure to your people the large supply of salt now on hand 
in the city. Itshould at once be placed, at the expense of the owners, 
out of the chance of capture by the four routes—Wilmington and Man- 
chester Railroad, Charlotte and Rutherford Railroad, Cape Fear River, 
and Wilmington and Weldon Railroad. Should the place fall (and I 
cannot say it will not, unless I am heavily and speedily re-enforced) the 
salt-works must be lost. I should do all in my power to aid in securing 
it. The accompanying ietter will explain to you the difficulty of this 
position. 
Very respectfully, 
W. iH. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., December 7, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. O.: 
Look out for Weldon, if they are not going to James River. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., December 8, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. GustTAvus W. SMITH, 
Commanding, &e., Richinond, Va.: 

GENERAL: [understand that your first order directing four regiments 
to be sent here to me assigned the two which had been taken from here 
by General French, viz, [Paul F.] Faison’s and Radcliffe’s. Neither of 
the latter have arrived. It is reported that Colonel Jordan’s regiment, 
which has come, was substituted for Colonel Faison’s by General French, 
on the ground that Colonel Faison’s was too good a regiment for him to 
spare and he preferred sending an indifferent one; but as I have but 
very few troops with which to perform or attempt a great work I much 
prefer they should be as good as can be had. I therefore respectfully 
request that you will cause General French to carry out the original 
order. General Clingman is my authority for the circumstance of the 
substitution. So far three regiments have arrived here—Cantwell’s, 
Shaw’s, and Jordan’s. Should it be in your power to forward at any 
time additional troops, and I cannot have any of my old Mississippi 
regiments, I should like to have Colonel Leventhorpe’s North Carolina 
regiment sent here. 

I have not so far been able to ascertain the destination of the fleet 
reported to have left New Berne. It has not to our knowledge passed 
to the southward. 


Very respectfully 
| nh W. H. ©. WHITING, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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[{Indorsement. ] 
Ricumonp, Va., December 11, 1862. 


Respectfully referred to General French. 

I am disappointed and surprised to learn that only three regiments 
had arrived at Wilmington on the 8th instant. I would be pleased to 
have all the facts stated in reference to the change of regiments and the 
cause of delay or non-arrival of the fourth regiment. 

G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., December 9, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. GUSTAVUS W. SMITH: 

GENERAL: The inclosed letter of Governor Vance, of North Carolina, 
and the reply* of this Department upon the subject of the destruction of 
certain staple productions of that State in the contingency of the dan- 
ger of their falling into the hands of the enemy, will inform you of the 
views of the Department as to your own conduct in that contingency. 
Much property has been sacrificed improperly in the Southwest under 
the act of Congress of March 17, 1862, to regulate the destruction of 
property under military necessity, and anxiety is naturally felt whenever 
there is any prospect of an exercise of the powers intrusted to the mili- 
tary authorities. While the Department is persuaded of the propriety of 
destroying property rather than it should be captured to aid the enemy 
in the prosecution of the war, it is solicitous that the destruction should 
not take place unless there is imminent danger that such a contingency 
will happen. You will instruct the generals and other officers of your 
department conformably to the views herein expressed. 

With consideration and respect, your obedient servant, 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
* Assistant Secretary of War. 


({Inclosure. } 


STATE OF NoRTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPT., 
Raleigh, N. C., December 6, 1862. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 


DEAR Sir: The State of North Carolina is purchasing some 15,000 
or 20,000 bales of cotton and storing in the interior for purpose of ob- 
taining credit abroad, &c. The order to burn all not removed west of 
the Weldon and Wilmington Railroad by the 16th instant will embrace 
a large lot bought by the State. Can you not order General French to 
respect all such where the holder exhibits a contract of sale to the 
State? If so, I will make arrangements to destroy it myself on the 
approach of the enemy. I would respectfully suggest that the execu- 
tion of that order will have a very unhappy effect on that portion of 
the country, not only producing great dissatisfaction but even distress 
in many instances, where people have lost negroes and stock and have 
nothing left but their cotton to live upon. I respectfully recommend 
that the order be generally delayed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. B. VANCH. 


* Not found. 


faa 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., December 9, 1862. 
General Gustavus W. SMITH, 
Commanding Army, &e., Richmond, Va. : 


DEAR Sir: I sent you a copy of my letter to General J. G. Foster, 
U.S. Army; inclosed you have his reply.* You will perceive he con- 
veniently disavows that the acts were done with his knowledge and 
consent. I cannot well go behind that, and unless instructed other- 
wise by Saturday next shall reply without further reference. 

Yours, very truly, 
S. G. FRENCH, 
. Major-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—I have not yet received the affidavits sent you of the outrage 


- in Craven County on women. Send it as soon as possible. I forwarded 


them to you. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 288. § Richmond, Va., December 9, 1862. 


# * * * * * * 
XVII. By direction of the President the privilege of the writ of ha- 
beas corpus is hereby suspended at Salisbury, N. C., and for 10 miles 
around said place. ; 
* * *& * * * * 
By command of the Secretary of War: 


JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


. 


Abstract from Field Return of troops commanded by Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, December 
10, 1862 (headquarters Richmond, Va.). 


43,5 dlape 
Present for a & 
duty. od Bas 
e RAR 
7 aD 
Command. g 24 
K oo og 
8 di B En ad 
=| + £0 ap 
° <4 < 
Maj. Gen. S. G. French, Department North Carolina.......-...------ 716 | 11,254 | 14,103 | 19,141 
Brie. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, District of the Cape Fear.......--..--- 174 | 2,804 3, 911 4, 826 
Brig. Gen. John H. Winder, Department of Henrico..-.-...-.--------- 85 | 1,486] 2,017 2, 680 
Brig. Gen. H. A. Wise, brigade...------------+--+--0- eee eee ener e eee: 136 | 1,628 | 2,229 2, 962 
Brig. Gen. J. Daniel, brigade. -...----------------+0e---- eee eee ee eee 192 | 3,080} 4,128 5, 253 
Brig. Gen. J. K. Davis, brigade.-.--------------+-+++----+---+--- +++: 136 | 2,341 | 2,944 3, 943 
Col. [T.S.] Rhett, Richmond cefenses--..--.------------------------ 97} 1,481] 1,955 2, 457 
Col. I. J. Page, Chaffin’s Bluff. .----.----..----------- +--+ +++ --+2 eee 23 279 415 488 
Capt. 8. S. Lee, C.S. Navy, Drewry’s Bluff....---.----------+++------ 17 245 377 391 
Col. W. P. Shingler, cavalry Holcombe Legion...-...----------------- 8 119 218 259 
CEraTUaC OLA ee EEE occas c coin stesso ona aoe astielelas'scieasspe 1, 584 | 24,717 | 32,297 | 42, 400 


* See French to Foster, November 27, and Foster’s reply, December 4, pp. 466, 470, 471. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., December 12, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smiru, Richmond, Va. : 

The following dispatch has just been received from Col. James Rad- 
cliffe : 

The enemy in large force is within 2 miles of Trenton, on the north side of the Trent 
River; reported advancing, direction either Kinston or Magnolia. The fleet is re- ~ 
ported to have left New Berne to attack Wilmington. 

WH. CO. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General. 


CIRCULAR. |] HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, Va., December 12, 1862. 


- GENERAL: Major-General Elzey having reported to me for duty is as- . 
signed to the command of the Richmond defenses and that portion of 
my command lying north of James River. Drewry’s Bluff and the works 
around Manchester being a part of the Richmond defenses proper will 
be under the command of General Elzey. It is difficult to prescribe 
exact geographical boundaries between the commands of Generals Elzey, 
French, and Whiting, but even were these lines definitely drawn they 
would necessarily be disregarded in emergency, and, in case of active 
operations against the enemy, department or district lines would be set 
aside and a combined effort made to beat the foe. I desire to impress 
upon you the importance of co-operation and a thorough understanding 
ot the condition of affairs in the respective commands. Information con- 
cerning the movements of the enemy should be promptly sent to the 
nearest commander at the same time that it is communicated to this 
office. It is my desire that you should exercise within your respective 
commands all the authority which the regulations, usage, and orders 
confer upon geographical military commanders in war in the presence 
of the enemy. I shall endeavor to give you all the assistance and sup- 
port within my power and will be with you in person whenever practi- 
cable. The duties of Brigadier-General Winder being of a peculiar 
character, and more or less connected directly with the War Depart- 
ment, he will continue to make his report to this office and to the Sec- 
retary of War or Adjutant and Inspector General of the army as here- 
tofore; but as regards the military operations proper, and the defenses 
of the city, all will, when called upon, be under the direction of the 
senior officer present. 
Respectfully and truly, yours, 


G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS, 
No. 15. Richmond, Va., December 12, 1862. 


I. Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey is assigned to the command of the Rich- 
mond defenses, and of such other portions of this command as-are not 
included in the Cape Fear District and the Department of North Caro- 
lina. He will establish his headquarters in the city of Richmond. 


Il. Capt. John W. Riely, assistant adjutant-general, is t ‘Iv 
assigned to duty with Major-General Bizey. a 98 OD OTE SY. 


By command of Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith: 
nh SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Chafin’s Farm, Va., December 13, 1862. 


Maj. Gen. GusTAVuS W. Surry, 
Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: I report to you the condition of things in the Chicka- 
hominy and York Peninsulas, below this post: [W. P.] Shingler’s and 
[L. J.] Hawley’s cavalry were not sufticient for pickets or for posts. 
They had been badly disciplined. The pickets were negligent and were 
cut off, and the posts not sufficiently guarded to prevent the enemy from 
making very dangerous dashes. I have deemed it proper and necessary 
to send Lieutenant-Colonel Councill, of the Twenty-sixth Virginia Regi- 
ment, in command of about 100 effective infantry and the re-enforce- 
ments of Major Robertson’s cavalry. He has taken post at Sherman’s, 
on the Diascund road, 2 miles below Forge Bridge. Yesterday evening 
he sent to me the accompanying field return, which shows: 


| 
SHINGLER’S COMMAND [HOLCOMBE LEGION]. 
Womnnssioned OiCels. cer ereecccs secicen toe mea teen e eee us otat cence eee 9 
NiOn-CcomimisslOnedOMICOrs ea see sce eece ce So eee aes e ectes ones ae eee eee 20 
EIEN LCS cis oe Ae Sack ietotn oa lees Seale eee eae Sins Soniow Soe LAE SOA eet 148 
PEL OD alone te a reae Wan tieveie ste Jase eiecee eceaeesecadecas es hedtaase AWE 
SSO hee aeran oes Pte hs hee ee meas es O8 oa She cia) ae Salus Silo nl wisi dle Sle wel cvsems 26 
BE theetiviono te ly seee ae ns rissiel- canis w o's cide mee ea ieite Sabin lelaeiclcinas acta 151 
SB ETC Nae tetera ae Paonia kaa. Aa oleae hes wi /atienie Seainidae Ss lec'e a nine cieaiate 29 
Ub sOM UOC. CUO ccosats a cpin as stain\o,e0'v.ce coin’ sinis, sein ce'tia Us sistas dee beh ete 122 
ROBERTSON’S COMMAND. 
WISE Senos eben e aot DEE CBOE aD OCI: Sane is ener aie Ree ae ew 0) 
INOMECOMMUSSLONOG, OLACOUS aio, 5/Sntaiie ciaisia. isla) nix hs leisicie sefocis'sicisaeiocieatjassia tedelsses 9 
ENV ADCS on = tioiinwiloe, <5 298 HE BESS ECB EOS SHDSE AOD SE6 AR SHACORE ORES LOG SES Cer aaE 100 
Aggregate ..-. .---------- 0 eon ne nnn os rn oe eee one nee cece e wo ee oe 115 
SOM a capes ce gS cenmnaec SBBeNE SoShiCe cae AGB ApSEdioaeeh spOa Oe SeceAbesaaes 1 
ECU OVO \aatecs SASR ob SABES AASB Ee Cade SSObopsdd cue SepieSeeas 114 
PSeprACMLb Vise ciate seins cic clecle womietelnel = ccines w= mlnni\a al-'= Semieicinw! ~nleses\aecclnniais 8 
EOP MIOLANGUtW Sees atts es tema tceiccse ton wistaees cteiictn ctecincricinelewacte aleie ae 106 
HAWLEY’S COMMAND. 
ROTI te Et ee ere ere eee eine ol ane ear siais eiviadniees oie eie sie meia s\e riniee, suinisy ene wisiccae 
IV ONC OMMMUIMSSIONCAOMICCI St... cane <2 sec cnn sccinas encicsin ¥ siclcnivicssie as ieee see rine 8 
OUNVRE LCR oe Seretes actocee no ela cielo wlealeloiele (oleic siwid slealicinidwinivlajsieelsv cin celsaisecis c= de 42 
Aggregate.....---5--- 2-22 cee e ne eee ene ee eee eee eee eee eee eee 54 
Rig 55 de Oke) SRS Oe UEmCOe GAC BOCIS ESIC 515 5S Sa Bere CI SIC ioe ” 
[Effective total]....-..----.-------+----- HWSO EIR A ERE AE AN ee Be 47 
Extra duty .----- ---- 02-202 cee cece ne eee ee cen eens cece ee eee eee cee ee 3 
Bit for duty 12+... -. tect cece ee cece cote cece cee eee eee tee cence sees te eees 44 


Total cavalry fit for duty... .----. ------ ence eens cee eee eee cen eee tenes 272 
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INFANTRY PRESENT. 


MOE CORSE cine = Aerie cea leic al ale 6] aia ate ete ola See ree banca e Bia ete atmietntcrete tees elas 
INON=COMIMISHIONC OLICETS: So. 42 cx wove at osc cle celeete aeletn cin niae talmal to mte 
PTV LORE tee tales & nites iss oe, oh atclniare’ ates oe od Pekan ee sla ae eee ae a emalee Seite 


[Lene Xetn heya FO I SOB Ee esc aS eee oe) Bee) SRR Be 
FESSOR CUGW vcs estsiod sw sc anna s waies ae = tes. nelson \= niente aeoiebe a eee ems aie eae 


ELNMOLVORUDY S Cee 5 San cs ake we see eae Sia lela oe ace ain ako ree eS aes ote er eA ene ne ee er 


p, 


Add totalieffective force: of cavalry 25. .seuis.ietclss -h Loieedes ce denaleasewenedsue 


Total.effective force, infantry and cavalty .2.2./:2t2l deca below eben F 


The accompanying report from Colonel Councill and my reply will 
give details of duties reported upon and in hand. You will see that I 
have informed him how to get forage. The suggestion to take the corn 
in shucks might be well to observe. It saves labor, saves corn from 
shelling, and gets long forage as well as short in the most compact 
form for transportation. 

Deserters in New Kent were not found; they were straggling con- 
scripts; I have ordered their arrest. I ask that printed forms for com- 
pany morning reports may be sent. My quartermaster cannot get any. 
I send you a report from Lieutenant Harman, who is my scout in Isle 
of Wight. From his messages I infer that the enemy are massing their 
forces, via Norfolk, in and below Suffolk. I have as yet received no dis- 
patches or messages from the scouts sent to Matthews and Gloucester. 
Have any been received at department headquarters from them ? My 
men have nearly completed their winter quarters and the outer line of 
our field breastworks. The camp hospital is progressin g, but this build- 
ing and all others have been delayed by want of lumber. We are now 
cutting and hauling our own lumber from Cox’s woods and Aiken’s Mill. 
As soon as sufficient is obtained a part of the hospital buildings can be 
completed and the storehouse for provisions can be commenced. The 
latter can soon be put up. Thus I have endeavored to picket and guard 
our outposts, to provide for them, to construct the necessary winter 
hospital and other buildings, and to complete our intrenchments. In 
another week the whole will be well on the way to completion. I there- 
fore make a timely application for leave of absence for nine days from 
Wednesday, December 24 instant, in order that I may meet my family 
the second time since April last, and attend to some necessary and im- 
portant private business. The first leave, you will remember, was cut 
off by a sudden recall to duty. I make this application now because 
danger is seemingly somewhat distant and I might perhaps be better 
spared sooner than at the time I ask for. My family is still at Dover 
Mills, only 20 miles above Richmond, and a courier can bring me back 
to my post at any time in eight hours from the moment he leaves your 
headquarters, and I will hurry back at the first notice, day or night ; 
but, as before, I beg you will not grant this request if you doubt the 
propriety of doing so. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


HENRY A. WISE, 
'” Brigadier- General. 
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Hpgrs. FoRcES OPERATING ON THE PENINSULA, 
Shermans Farm, Va., December 12, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE: 


GENERAL: Your dispatch* of December 10, forwarded from Chaffin’s 
at 5 o'clock, reached me at 1.30 a. m., December 11. Yesterday morn- 
ing | ordered a commissioned officer to visit the courier stations as far 
as Crenshaw’s, and directed him to notify the couriers as far as that 
place that I required of them to travel with dispatches at the rate of 
8 miles an hour; that in case of failure to do so I would have the delin- 
quents punished, if it could be ascertained who they were. Informa- 
tion reached me yesterday, through an officer who had been down to 
our pickets, that the negroes below reported that the enemy would come 
up again yesterday, and would afford an opportunity to all negroes 
who wished to avail themselves of the chance to return with them. 
Coming, as the information did, from negroes, I scarcely credited it, but 
it is a notable fact, I am informed, that heretofore when the negroes have 
announced their coming they have actually come. I at once ordered 
the cavalry and infantry to move, directing the latter to occupy a posi- 
tion at Sherman’s Mill, and accompanied the cavalry myself on to the 
Diascund, crossed the Diascund, and proceeded as far as our pickets at 
James’ gate, and returned by the way of Barhamsville. My object was 
to be near at hand in the event our pickets needed any support, and if 
nothing else was effected our visit could at least give them confidence. 
I could hear nothing from the enemy. From what I can learn there is 
no doubt that they have heard that this post has been re-enforced, and I 
am inclined to think they will not come up again shortly. After mature 
reflection, I have abandoned for the present the plan I submitted in my 
last dispatch of ambuscading the enemy at James’ gate. In the first 
place there is no certainty as to their coming at any particular time, and 
we might, even if they came up atall, be compelled to lie there for sev- 
eral days and then not have a sight of them. Secondly, as I stated in 
my communication to you, 1 think it is not prudent to operate so far 
down with a mere detachment of infantry and in a country entirely 
unknown to them. The detachment of cavalry that you ordered to be 
sent to the upper portion of New Kent returned last night. Mr. Hop- 
kins knew nothing of any deserters in that section, and informed the 
officer in charge that the information which he had imparted to the de- 
partment was with reference to conscripts and not deserters. There are 
no doubt many of them in that locality. My forage-master succeeded 
in procuring forage at Mr. Selden’s, on James River, and I think more 
ean be had there. I think the distance from Hopewell to Crenshaw’s 
too far for a courier to ride, and would recommend that a post be estab- 
lished at Gill & Ladd’s shop. Is it your wish that Major Robertson, 
as the ranking officer of cavalry at this post, shall exercise a command 
over the whole cavalry force, or must his command be confined to his 
own cavalry ? 

We need forms for company morning reports. Forward me a supply 
if you can conveniently. This cavalry force does not seem to have 
been much accustomed to returns of any kind. I herewith forward a 
tri-monthly return of the command. It is the best that I can do with 
them for the present. 

My last dispatch was hurriedly written, and I regret that I should 


* Not found. 
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have sent it without my signature. The fact is there is considerable 
annoyance and difficulty to encounter with this command, and I 
scarcely have a moment’s leisure ap a rea eee : 
I eneral, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
‘aig er J. CALVIN COUNCILL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post. 


BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, : 
Chaffin’s Farm, Va., December 12, 1862. 


Lieut. Col. [J. C.] COUNCILL, ‘4 
Commanding, ke. : 


CoLONEL: Your movement to meet the enemy is approved. , I have 
no doubt the negroes are in constant and regular communication with 
the enemy, and it may be that the latter, whenever they desire to dis- 
appoint your movements or to make their own unmolested will cause 
the former to give it out that they are coming upon a given day. Isug- 
gest that you might possibly deceive the deceivers sometimes by going, 
seeming to return to your camp, and going back to your advance posi- 
tion suddenly and secretly, say at night. I would never advance openly 
if I could do it by night or stealthily at any time. By watchfulness you 
can catch them certainly. Is Sherman’s Mill not too far off for the in- 
fantry to aid your cavalry? I would advance them to Diascund Bridge 
at least, or not at all, whenever I expected the enemy to come up. It 
is desirable to have conscripts arrested and made to serve as well as 
deserters. Have every one you can reach arrested and sent to Richmond. 

Lieut. Col. Randolph Harrison, of the Fourth, informed me to-day 
that his father has, he supposes, 500 barrels of corn, which is being 
gathered at the place called the Row, below the Charles City Court- 
House. I suggested that it would be best to haul the corn in the shucks 
to your camp at the forge or Sherman’s. It would save the labor of 
shucking to the farm and would give you both long and short forage, 
and the corn would be cheaper and more compact to haul than corn and 
shucks apart. He seemed willing to sellin that way, and promised me 
to write to you. I would not wait to hear from him, but would send at 
once all my wagons and stop the shucking of the corn. Even at near 
the same price you would save all wastage by shelling in hauling. 

Let a courier’s post be established at Gill & Ladd’s shop. You willsend 
a trusty trooper or two there. Youwill observe that Robertson’s cavalry, 
at the suggestion of General Smith, are to be kept separate and apart 
from Shingler’s. This, I understood, was to prevent Major Robertson  ‘ 
from taking command of the whole cavalry. Major Robertson is to be 
kept as a kind of reserve. Iam sure I inserted this in your orders. Let 
the respective corps report to you separately. Whenever they are called 
to act together in marches or service the ranking officer will of course 
then, under your orders, command. 

I have ordered forms of company morning reports to be forwarded to 
you. 

Your force is stronger than I supposed, and with a good supply of 
forage on hand I shall expect you to advance whenever you can or when- 
ever the enemy threatens. I recommend you by all means to reach 
down as far as you safely can after forage. My scouts’ last reports 
from far down James River are that there is no appearance as yet of 
any gunboats coming up the river. The enemy have in the last two days 
crossed the Rappahannock below Fredericksburg. 
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The adjutant informs me that just at this moment he has no printed 
_ forms of company morning reports, but he will get them for the whole 
command as early as possible. I send you a few envelopes. 
Very respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant, 
HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, C. S. A, 
Richmond, Va., December 13, 1862. 
General Gustavus W. Smiru, Petersburg, Va. : 
General Lee telegraphs that the enemy attacked this morning at sev- 
eral points; that there was fighting all day, but at night the enemy 
were repulsed on all points of attack. A renewal of the battle expected 
by him to-morrow. His troops behaved (he says) admirably. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


| DECEMBER 13, 1862.—For Seddon. to Beauregard, in reference to re- 
enforcements for Wilmington, N. C., and resulting correspondence, see _ 
Series 7, Vol: XIV, p. 7112] 


Hpba@rs. FORCES OPERATING ON THE PENINSULA, 
Shermaws Farm, Va., Saturday Night, December 13, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY A. WISE: 

GENERAL: One of our scouts who went below about five days ago 
returned this evening. He brings no intelligence of any importance 
concerning the enemy. He was within 5 miles of Williamsburg and 
had not a sight of any Yankees. He met with a lady from Williams- 
burg, who informed him that the Yankees reported to Williamsburg 
that a fleet was in readiness to ascend the James with a view of attack- 
ing the works at Drewry’s. He thinks from what he could gather that 
the post of Yorktown was more of a school for instruction than anything 
else. Mrs. Vaiden applied to me to-day for a permit to allow her to 
pass our picket at James’ gate to see her sick daughter, who resides 
some 6 miles below the picket. I inquired who would accompany her, 
and was informed her servant. I refused to grant the request upon 
the ground that I had positive orders from you to allow no one to pass 
our pickets either way, up or down, without your permission. I told her 
she must await your decision. Mrs. Vaiden isthe mother of Major Vai- 
den, of this county, and I reckon is a loyal lady, but I do not think it 
prudent to allow her servant to accompany her even if you grant her 
request. 

lf we move our: camps to Diascund Bridge, as I proposed this 
morning, I think, upon reflection, it would be better to change the 
location.of our pickets and advance them nearer to the enemy—say a 
little below the Burnt Ordinary—and let our inside pickets occupy the 
ground that our outside ones do now. We have heard severe cannon- 
ading nearly the whole day; there must have been hard fighting at 
Fredericksburg. Please send me a paper with particulars, if you can 
do so conveniently. 

A Dr. Taylor, who had been one of our scouts, was captured by 
the enemy, with his horse and cart, about the time I came to this 
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. He is not in the service,as I am informed. The enemy has re- 
ae him and he has returned, I learn, with his horse and eart. 2 
want to understand something about his case. Would it not be best. 
to send for him, and if he refuses to come have him arrested and 
brought here? I had determined at one time to send for him without 
consulting you, but have concluded it would be advisable to confer with 
you in reference to his case. He may have taken the oath, for all I 
know, and I ought to see him. Coming back with his horse and cart 

s suspicious, indeed. 
erate supplied the post at Gill & Ladd’s with two men from Robert- 
son’s command [Thirty-second Battalion Virginia Cavalry]; they come 
to me as reliable men. I was positive with Robertson in my direction 
not to send any but trusty men. I am afraid I shall not be enabled to 
correct the dilatory habits of this line of couriers without personally vis- 
iting each post. I sent an officer along the line yesterday to Crenshaw’s 
with positive directions to the men at each post. His visit has not had 
the effect that I desired; they are still as slow as ever. Itis not im- 
portant that this shall go before the morning; I may have something 
to add by then. 

T am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. CALVIN COUNCILL, 
Tieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Post. 


Sunday morning.—I shall send for Dr. T. without waiting to hear from 
you. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, Va., December 13, 1862. 
Major-General ELzZEY, Commanding, de. : 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you will forth- 
with place General Davis’ brigade in position south of the James River 
to support Generals Daniel or Wise or to take the cars for Petersburg 
as circumstances may require. Let the brigade move at once. The 
brigade will bring rations (of which they have six days on hand), and 
their camp equipage should follow them to their position over the river. 
Their rations may be cooked after arriving at their position. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major ond Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Chaffin’s Farm, Va., December 14, 1862. 
Lieut. Col. J. C. COUNCILL, 

Commanding, &e.: 


COLONEL: Yours of last night reached me within this hour. You have 
done right to examine Dr. Taylor. Be careful how you trust any of the 
timid occupants of a section held by the enemy. Some are traitors; 
some love their property better than public liberty. Do not trust Dr. 
Taylor any more, but make him serve. Be particular as to your cou- 
riers; they are improving at this end of the line. Major Robertson must 
be held responsible for the discipline and conduct of his men. Be pos- 
tive, firm, and unyielding to all the cavalry; they all need the strictest 
discipline. I will endeavor to visit your whole line of couriers, posts, 
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and pickets during the next week; let this be known. If I cannot, the 
_ expectation of it may do good. Iam confident the enemy are now weak 
_ on the Williamsburg Peninsula. As soon as possible arrange your 
_ vedettes, couriers, and pickets as you proposed in your last, and as I 

approved, and advance your whole force as far as your judgment will 

approve. Let them come to Drewry’s; we are ready. Do not allow 

‘Mrs. Vaiden or servant—no one—to pass your lines downward. She is 
a daughter of Mrs. Piggott, an arch traitoress. Move your camp and 
advance your pickets if you can get forage. I think you can. News 
has just come that General Lee has beaten the enemy at all points near 
Vredericksburg. Now is your time to make a rapid demonstration. Do 
it, if you dare. We have no paper of particulars as to Fredericksburg. © 
Be unceasing in moving. 

Yours, truly, 


HENRY A. WISH, 
Brigadier- General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., December 14, 1862. 
General FRENCH: 

After severe fighting all day General Evans retired this evening across 
the river and destroyed the bridge. The enemy are now shelling Kins- 
ton, and General Evans will make another stand on heights overlooking 
the town. He reports their strength at 22,000. Ourloss Severe; enemy’s 
very great. 

Z. B. VANCE. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C.S. A., 
Richmond, Va., December 14, 1862. 

General GusTAvus W. SmitH, Weldon, N. C.: 

General Lee telegraphs, in reply to the substance of your letter, as 
follows: 

I think it best to draw re-enforcements you propose, and all available from North 
and South Carolina, Keep guards to batteries on James River. 

By the re-enforcements you propose, General Lee means such as you 


»ropose to draw from here. 
he J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


PETERSBURG, VA., December 14, 1862. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 
We have nothing from Kinston since my note sent by courier. Gen- 
eral Whiting reports Banks’ fleet at Beaufort. Is there any news from 
Fredericksburg? I expect to leave at8 o’clock to-night, and would like 


fi there before I start. 
to hear from G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


WILMINGTON, N. C., December 15, 1862. 


Brig. Gen. 8. R. Gist, Llorence, 8. Ou: 
There will be an officer to meet _you on the other side of Cape Fear 
River. I have a room for you, Clem, and Colquitt. The enemy had 
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fallen back 1 mile from Kinston last night. To-day no communication f 

_ with Kinston. Have not heard from there to-day. We have driven 

the enemy some 2 miles in Virginia. 
mee PRS, J. H. HILL, 


Assistant A.djutant- General. 


—— 


; HEADQUARTERS, a 

Wilmington, N. C., December 15, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. SMITH, ; 
Commanding, Goldsborough, N. C.: 

GENERAL: If compelled to fall back from Goldsborough I think the 
best line to take will be toward Raleigh a short distance. If Foster has 
conceived the idea of marching on Wilmington from Goldsborough, as 
is said by prisoners, his communication will be cut by your people when 
he moves. I can be aided by Beauregard with the hope of stopping 
him on the northeast bank of Cape Fear River. If, on the other hand, , 
he is disposed to go toward Weldon you can play the same move. 


Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, Va., December 15, 1862. 
Major-General ELzZEY, Commanding, ce. : 

The major-general commanding directs that the three Mississippi 
regiments of Davis’ brigade, with the batteries, and three select regi- 
ments of Daniel’s brigade, with the battery, be put on the march for . 
Goldsborough at once by railroad. I have notified General Daniel and 
Colonel Stone to provide their commands with five days’ rations and be 
in readiness. Colonel Walker, commanding city guard, has been di- 
rected to return to their commands the companies in the city belonging 
to the above-mentioned brigades. You will direct six companies of the 
Fifty-ninth Georgia Regiment (Col. Jack Brown) to report to Colonel 
Walker at once in place of the companies so relieved. Each regiment 
will carry with it one first-rate ammunition wagon and team. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, C. S. As, 
Richmond, Va., December 15, 1862, 
General R. E. Lex, Fredericksburg, Va. : 
General G. W. Smith, by courier from Petersburg, reports the enemy, 
22,000 strong, to be pressing Evans at Kinston. The railroad connec- 
tion and Raleigh must, he fears, be lost without further support. He 
proposes to withdraw re-enforcements from this vicinity and the Black- 
water, trusting to you to sustain the city if absolutely necessary. As 
I see no instant prospect of attack here I approve his purpose, but 
deem it proper to inform you. , 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


ar 


; 
3 


“iS 


1 


Cuar.XXX.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 808 


RrcumonpD, VA., December 15, 1862. 
To the PRESIDENT, Montgomery, Ala.: 


General R. E. Ler: 


I arrived here (Goldsborough, N. C.) at 3 p.m. The telegraph with General Evans 
is cut off. By latest information he was at Falling Creek, 6 miles this side of Kinston. 
Enemy now estimated at 30,000, and scouts report re-enforcements constantly arriv- 
ing from New Berne. Governor Vance is here. All accounts agree that our troops 
behaved admirably in the engagement yesterday. 

G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 

The above just received at 8.30 p.m. We have sent all the re-en- 
forcements to be spared here, from the Blackwater, and in North Caro- 
lina. General Beauregard has promised 5,000, which I hope will arrive 
in time. I have ordered here, if possible to be spared, two regiments 
from General Samuel Jones and two from General Humphrey Marshall. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


; DECEMBER 16, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smiru, Goldsborough, N. C.: 


The line being cut by the enemy, can I help you by moving up to any 
point on the railroad, or shall I wait? Glad my last train reached you. 
W. H. ©. WHITING, 
Brigadier- General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., December 16, 1862—8 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Moseley Hall, N.O.: 


GENERAL: I shall send down five trains to-night, and I think it would 
be well to have the men sleep on board in case the enemy move upon 
the railroad and county bridges. General Clingman should be re-en- 
foreed at once or we lose all chance of taking the offensive when our 
forees arrive. It might be very important to have a battery promptly 
brought up. How many pieces have you? None of the troops from 
Richmond have arrived yet, and the batteries are behind the infantry. 
The two 30-pounders got here to-day, but without horses. They are 
almost useless, if not in the way. Large number of trains have been 
sent up, and I hope to be able to bring down some horses and wagous 
for the command. One regiment (the Fifty-second North Carolina) has 
just arrived. I shall send it over the river. I think if it is practicable 
that General Pettigrew had better come up in the first train with 
Burewyn’s regiment, and that his troops should follow. Let General 
Robertson hold position at Spring Bank Bridge with, say, two regiments 
and two pieces, and let General Evans, with his brigade, take position 
to cover the town on this side, support Robertson if it should be neces- 
sary, and be in place to support the troops beyond the bridges if re- 
quired. There are five field pieces now at and beyond the bridges, 
with Col. [S. D.] Pools battalion of artillery and Clingman’s two regi- 
ments. The almost entire absence of information and the conflicting 
nature of what is brought in make it very difficult to determine upon 
anything understandingly. If General Pettigrew’s brigade crosses over 
I desire that you should take command of the forces on that side; that 
is, of Clingman and Pettigrew. When my six regiments get here, if the 
movement is made on the other bank, we will, I hope, be strong enough 
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- to leave a sufficient force to protect this place from any movement they » 
may make from the other side of the river by their pontoon bridge, and 
still be strong enough on that bank to beat them. Such is an outline of 
my present intention, as far as the present information enables me to 
judge of the probable views and intentions of the enemy. If you receive 
no further instructions, let Pettigrew’s brigade come up to this place at 
daylight and Evans fall back in this direction, as above, Robertson tak- 
ing position at Spring Bank Bridge, leaving outlying guards below upon 
the river and roads for the purpose of giving information. 
Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
G. W. SMITH, 


Major-General. : 


P. S.— Your note of 9.30 p. m. was received just after the above was 
signed. We have not yet been in condition to cross the river at this 
point and move forward, but must await the arrival of the troops from 
Richmond and horses to mount the cavalry before we can hope to act 
with effect in the presence of such a force. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
White Hall Bridge, N. C., December 16, 1862—4.30 p. m. 


[Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH:] 


GENERAL: About two hours since it was reported that the enemy, 
after leaving the bridge, moved up the river, but the news was not con- 
firmed. Their ambulance and wagon trains are now passing White Hall, 
going in the same direction. They are undoubtedly making direct for 
the railroad, which I have suspected since yesterday evening. Hurry 
up the ammunition for Leventhorpe. Firing has nearly ceased: 

In haste, most respectfully, 
B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier-General. 


WiILMiInGcton, N. C., December 16, 1862. 
General Gustavus W. Smrru, Goldsborough, N. O.: 
Two regiments and a battery have arrived from Beauregard. Tele- 
graph your orders. 
W:. H. Go Wie NG. 
Brigadier- General. 


SPRING BANK, N. C., 
December —, 1862—sundown. 


Maj. Gen. 8S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: Two hundred of the Thirty-first Regiment were left on 
guard at White Hall. They had no rations. I think a force of 30 men, 
with 2 mounted couriers, enough to guard that point, considering the 
present position of the enemy. 
Most respectfully, 


B. H. ROBERTSON, 


“  Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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SPRING BANK BRIDGE, N. C., 
December 17, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. 8. G. FRENCH, 
Commanding, &e., Goldsborough, N. C.: 


GENERAL: Please send the rations to this point. My men are, some 
of them, much in need of them. 
Most respectfully, 
B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—Kest assured I will hold the ferry to the last extremity. I wish 
you could send Colonel Leventhorpe to me. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., December 18, 1862. 


Hon. JAMES A, SEDDON, : 
Secretary of War: 


One of my best officers returned at 2 o’clock, having followed the 
enemy 13 miles on the road toward New Berne. He is satisfied that 
they are rapidly moving for that place. 

: GOW SMITH, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 
Richmond, Va., December 19, 1862. 
General R. E. LEE: 


A. telegram from General Smith last evening announces that from the 
report of one of his best officers, who followed the enemy 13 miles, he is 
satisfied they are rapidly returning to New Berne. ‘There is no reliable 
intelligence of any movements of the enemy either in the Peninsula or 
on the Blackwater. Your glorious victory has probably broken up all 
their plans and frustrated their hopes. . No official intelligence of move- 
ments in the West. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


WILMINGTON, N. C., December 19, 1862. 
General BEAUREGARD, Charleston, 8. C.: 
{ have the following from G. W. |Smith]: 


'The enemy’s next move will be here. Think they will go back to New Berne and 
Beaufort, though they may march direct. The enemy burned the railroad bridge yes- 
terday. We crossed over the forces at hand by the county bridge, drove them back, 
and saved the county bridge. The enemy retired during the night, supposed toward 
Wilmington. They were here in very large force, supposed more than 20,000. My 
artillery and cavalry have not yet arrived from Richmond and Petersburg ; expected 
to-day or to-morrow. Have not transportation sufficient even for ammunition. Will 


moye as soon as possible. 
W. H. C. WHITING. 
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WiMIneron, N. C., December 19, [1862.] 
Colonel SIMONTON, Magnolia, N. C.: : nt 
COLONEL: Return with your brigade as soon as the train reaches you. 
If the cavalry are there direct them to look out for approach of enemy. 
Retire on their advance toward Wilmington, sending me courier. Enemy 
have retired from before Goldsborough; supposed to be moving in the — 
direction of Wilmington. 
Answer that you receive this. 


W. H. OC. WHITING, 
Brigadier.General. 


WILMINGTON, N. C., December 19, 1862. 
Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. SMITH: 


On receipt of your dispatch I recalled the troops at Magnolia. If 
enemy approaches Wilmington it must be by the coast east of Northeast 
Branch of Cape Fear River. . 

W. H. C. WHITING, i! 
Brigadier- General. 


DECEMBER 19, 1862. 
General BEAUREGARD, Charleston, S. C.:-~ 
1 received the following dispatch from General Smith yesterday: 
The enemy’s army have gone to New Berne rapidly. ’ 


W. BC. WHEPING: 


CHARLESTON, S. C., 
December 19, 1862—10,30 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WuitTine, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 


Enemy have fallen back in haste to New Berne; probably for James 
River; but still look ont for Wilmington. 


G. T. BEAUREGARD, : 
General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., 
* December 19, 1862—10 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smirn, 
Goldsborough, N. O.: 
Can’t enemy be pursued hotly with 40 rounds of ammunition and 


oe days’ provisions in haversacks? They are probably going to James 
iver. ‘ 


G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


‘Onav. XXX.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. , 807 


- Abstract Srom Field Return of troops at Goldsborough, N. C.. commanded by Maj. Gen. 
G. W. Smith, for December 20, 1862. 
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Abstract Srom Field Return of troops commanded by Maj. Gen. A. Elzey, December 20, 
1862 (headquarters Richmond, Va.). 
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54th Virginia Regiment, Col. [R. C.] Trigg.-.--...----..----- 44 639 647 721 987 
27th Virginia Battalion, Col. (HM. A.] Edmundson..........--- 21 250 252 283 565 - 
50th Virginia Regiment, Col. [Thomas] Poage...........:.--- 29 471 484 521 821 
29th Virginia Regiment, Col aval Mooressccscceesn-e pence 2 20 366 385 408 943 
63d Virginia Regiment, Col. [ J. J.] McMahon.-.-.-..-----.-- 21 272 286 311 870 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ) ADJT. AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 298. § Richmond, Va., December 20, 1862. 
* * *% * * % * 


XVI. Brig. Gen. R. E. Colston, Provisional Army, will report to 
Maj. Gen. ‘Arnold Elzey, commanding, &c., in this city, for duty in 
command of a brigade, to be composed of the following regiments, We.: 

Twenty-ninth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, Fiftieth Regiment Vir- 
ginia Volunteers, Fifty- fourth Regiment Virginia Volunteers, Sixty- 
third Regiment Virginia Volunteers, Twenty-seventh Battalion Virginia 
Volunteers. 

* * * r * x ¥ 

By command of the Secretary of War 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


‘ rm: 
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HEADQUARTERS, ia 
Wilmington, N. C., December 21,1862. 
Captain Newkirk, Commanding Cavalry : 
CaprAin: In ease of an advance of the enemy from New River or 
landing at Topsail you will direct one company to retire by Holly Shel- 
ter road, advising.them that we have infantry pickets at Island Creek. 


The remainder will join you and keep close observation on the enemy’s © 
movements. Scouts should be frequently sent toward the enemy to 


obtain information. 
W. Ha. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


4 


j DECEMBER 22, 1862. 
Major-General SmitH, Goldsborough N. C.: 


I would like Clingman’s brigade (including Radcliffe’s and Faison’s 
regiments) sent back, if you can spare them. General Rains is in Rich- 
mond before now. I burst my best gun at Fort Fisher yesterday against 
enemy’s steamer. Please give all possible facility for 10-inch gun from 


Richmond. 
W. H. C. WHITING. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., December 23, 1862. ‘ 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


General Evans’ brigade reoccupied Kinston yesterday. The bridge 
at that point is being rebuilt. General Pettigrew’s brigade and Leven- 
'thorpe’s regiments were ordered to Weldon and Petersburg last night, 
but they were detained by a collision, in which two engines were dis- 
abled; no lives lost. The brigade started this afternoon. General 
I’rench has returned to Petersburg. The ears are running regularly 
from Wilmington to the Neuse River, and the railroad bridge at that 
point being reconstructed. 

G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. ; 


° BURWELL’S BAy, December 23, 1862. ‘ 
Brig. Gen. Hmnry A. Wisnr: 
GENERAL: No change at Newport News; yesterday misty; could 
not see down to the Point; the day before only three vessels in port. 
On Monday 45 Yankees came to Smithfield to see about the election ; 
on the same night General Pryor visited the same place. Report says 
the enemy came to Isle of Wight Court-House yesterday. ; 
| WILLIAM HARMAN. 


GoLDSBoROUGH, N. C., December 27, 1862. 
Hon. JAMES A. Suppon, 


Secretary of War: 
I returned this evening from Wilmin gton. Have ordered Clingman’s 


- 
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brigade to General Whiting and the two siege guns (30-pounder Par- 
rotts) to General French for the Blackwater. All is reported quiet in 
the direction of New Berne. Your letter of the 23d is just received. 


G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


‘ 


; BURWELL’S Bay, December 29, 1862. 
Brig. Gen. Henry A. WISE: 


GENERAL: Yesterday was the first time I could get a view of New- 
port News since my note of the 20th instant; it has been hazy all the 
time. Found only two vessels in sight to-day. A small sloop passed 
down from Mulberry Island; she had the United States flag flying. 

On the night of Christmas eve a party of negroes came over from 
the other side and robbed a gentleman by the name of Branch of meat 
and other things to the value of over a thousand dollars. Branch lives 
6 miles above my station. Thisis the second time they have come over 
since I came here. These negroes are said to be camped in nearly every 
vacant farm house from Jamestown Island to Newport News. If I had 
309 men and a sufficient number of boats I believe I could capture a 
number of these negroes. 

WILLIAM HARMAN. 


CLAREMONT, December 30, [1862]. 


GENERAL: I received two digpatches to-day, one indirect; the other 
has been delayed several days. 
Yours, respectfully, 
WM. DICKINSON. 


Abstract from Field Report* of the troops of the District of the Cape Fear, commanded by 
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, for December, 1862. 
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* This report does not include seven companies of cavalry. It is forwarded without this to prevent 
further delay. 
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Abstract from Field Return of troops commanded by Maj. Gen. A. Elzey, December 31, 
1862 (headquarters Richmond, Va.). 


Ze 
Present for a a 
duty. ; % S43 
a ae 
3 Fe 2 
Command. Ba g £ @ 
D te to ors 
o z os) E ag 
° R > ny) sq 
El o =| 7) i) 
ro) a A 4 4 
i ind! Hie, hee Mineh. Ene Meeeedeebete 152| 1,817] 2,098] 2,501] 3,400 
one: Geabble Ries 127] 1,611] 1,804] 2,274] 3,311 
GOIN Si Rhett 2.. 22s scedacccsste ses 96] 1,424] 1,677 | 1,983 | 2, 467 
Golingd SPawewecae.§ iuisess. soon cee 26 252 340 404 489 
ZS in (Sk RB CMa a A a a a Soe dare ener 16} 266| 306] 383 395 
Girsttch hotalik rset cauiek waa: ty Seeman seeecaty 417 | 5,370 | 6,225| 7,545 | 10,062 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., January 1, 1863. 
General R. EH. LEE: 

T have information that there is in Hampton Roads a large fleet, said 
to be one hundred transports. General Smith has just returned from 
North Carolina; apprehends very seriously invasion on a large scale in 
that State. Hither that or a surprise of this city may be meditated. 
Would it not be judicious to have a considerable detailment of your 
army either here or within supporting distance ? 

J. A. SEDDON, 
° Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS PROVISIONAL Foros, ©. S. A., 
Warm Springs, N. C., January —, 1863. 
His Excellency ZEBULON B. VANCE, 
Governor of the State of North Carolina : 
Sir: I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that upon full in- 
vestigation I am convinced that the late attack on Marshall was made 
by a band of men numbering about 50 only, who were instigated by de- 


sire of plunder, and that there is no treasonable organization of citizens - 


of North Carolina in the mountain region having in view the injury of 
the Government of the Confederate States or the giving aid to that of 
the United States. Having an ample force of Confederate soldiers I 
have informed Colonel McElroy that he can disband his militia, who 
will be no doubt of more service at home attending to their own domes- 
tic affairs, there not being any necessity for keepin g them longer in the 
field. fam pleased to hear that they have been active and zealous in 
searching for the outlaws, and would no doubt have been very efficient 
had the trouble been as serious as reported. I have directed all the 
citizen prisoners to be,turned over to the civil authorities of Madison, 
requesting Colonel McElroy to guard them to such safe jail as they may 
he committed to. You will be furnished, I suppose, by Colonel McEi- 
roy with a list of the prisoners and the evidence against them. They 
ire wl implicated in the [burning of the] town of Marshall. I have 
placed Maj. [W. N.] Garrett, Sixty-fourth North Carolina Volunteers, 
in charge of a force of about 200 of his regiment, one company of cav- 
alry, and 30 Indians, which force is now on Laurel Creek. Major Gar- 
rett has orders to pursue and arrest every man in the mountains, of 


a 
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_ known bad character, whether engaged in any of the late outrages or 


not. He will be aided by six companies of cavalry, scouring the mount- 
ain regions in Washington, Carter, and Johnson Counties, Tennessee. 
Col. W. H. Thomas, with 200 whites and Indians of his legion, is oper- 
ating in Madison, and will go into Haywood, Jackson, and Cherokee 
Counties, North Carolina, and Clay County, Georgia, with orders to ar- 
rest all deserters and recusant conscripts and all tories who have been 
engaged in unlawful practices on the Tennessee line of the mountains. 
He will be aided by cavalry and infantry. I have ordered Major Gar- 


~rett to arrest all deserters he may find and to clear the counties lying 


adjacent to the mountains of them before he returns to his command. 


_ Lam satisfied they are leagued with disloyal men frequently and per- 


petrate many of the crimes which are committed in this part of the 
State. Believing that it will be of service to your State to get rid of 
such a population as that inhabiting the Laurel region I have proposed 
to allow all who are not implicated in any crime to leave the State and 
to aid them in crossing into Kentucky. I am informed that nearly the 
whole population are desirous of accepting this offer. They will be 
driven to do so from necessity, as I learn our troops have consumed all 
the corn and meat in the settlement. If the people alluded to agree to 
emigrate I will cause them to be paid for their property used by our 
troops. Those who are of good character and who have not been guilty 
of any offense have not been molested by our troops, and will not of 
course be included among the number who are to be induced to emi- 
grate as mentioned. I propose to give all tories of bad character who 
may be arrested the option of going to prison (unless they find security 
tor good behavior) or of enlisting in the army. If they enlist they will 
be sent to Mississippi, from whence they will not find it so easy to desert. 
I am in hopes the measures adopted will secure peace and security to 
the families of our soldiers and to the good citizens living in this region 
of the State. I feel gratified in being able to assist in producing such 
results, and shall at any future trial be glad to serve your State, which 
has become endeared to the army by the patriotism exhibited by her 
children at home and the valor of her soldiers in the field. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, Your Excellency’s obedient 


servant, 
W. G. M. DAVIS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., January 2, 1863. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Charleston, 8. C.: 
General Smith seriously apprehends renewed invasion in North Car- 
olina, directed most probably on Wilmington. Can you not again send 
assistance, and, as General Smith desires, if the attack be made, give 


the potent aid of your presence? . 
: J.*A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, VA., January 2, 1863. 
Major-General FRENCH: ; 
The troops recently sent from here under Brigadier-General Colston 
and one regiment of cavalry will be left to protect Petersburg, Va., 
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Weldon, and the Blackwater. You will move with the rest of your — 
troops as soon as possible to Goldsborough and take command there 


til ival. 
until my arrival. G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


War Department, C. 8. 'A., 
Richmond, Va., January 2, 1863. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Charleston, S. C.: 

Further, more reliable intelligence indicates very strongly the purpose 
of the enemy to move with force (supposed to be 30,000 men) in North 
Carolina, probably on Wilmington, landing at New Berne or Morehead 
City, marching to Swansborough; thence along the coast. Aid as soon ° 
and as far as you can with safety. 

J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


War DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
- Richmond, Va., January 2, 1863. 
General R. E. Lux, Fredericksburg, Va. : 

Information of fleet in the Roads derived from two different gentlemen _ 
residing on the bay, represented (but not known to me) asreliable. In- 
formation of expected movement in North Carolina and probable intent 
to advance on Wilmington from private sources at New Berne vouched 
by past experience to be trustworthy. I have telegraphed General 
Beauregard requesting aid, as far as safe to himself, for Wilmington. 
He had withdrawn his late re-enforcement. General Smith nearly strips 
Richmond, leaving only about 2,500 men. 


- J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., January 2, 1863. 
General R. EH. LEE, Fredericksburg, Va. : 


Reliable information satisfies me there has been in the bay a large 
fleet. Their movements are puzzling. They brought some troops to 
Gloucester Point and Yorktown, probably new levies, and carried off 
others. The fleet, containing at the least 7,000 or 8,000 men, sailed up 
the bay at least as far as New Point. Whether this was a ruse and they 
returned and passed the capes at night I cannot learn. I think it prob- 
able, for from all items of intelligence I conjecture an expedition med- 
itated on North Carolina. General Bragg’s victory more complete and 
its fruits greater than at first supposed. The enemy in retreat, with our 
cavalry in his rear. 

« J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


FREDERICKSBURG, VA., January 2, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War: 
Your dispatches of Ist and 2d just received. Is the information of 
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the presence of the transports true? They have not passed down the 


Potomac, nor is there any indication in General Burnside’s army to 
show a purpose of moving. 


Rk. E. LEE. 


' 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 

_ Richmond, Va., January 2, 1863. 
— Col. J. F. Gitmer, 
Chief of Engineer Bureau : : 


Sir: By a contract made by my predecessor (General Randolph) wit 
the Richmond and Danville Railroad Company, they undertook the 
construction of the connection between Danville and Greensborough, 
in North Carolina, and were to receive bonds of the Confederate Gov- 
ernment, bearing 8 per cent. interest, for $1,000,000 (the amount appro- 
priated by the act of Congress), less by the sum of $75,000, which was 
advanced them. This contract was made on May 6 last, and the rail- 
road company, having given the bond and executed the securities re- 
quired for the future repayment of the amount, are entitled to receive the 
bonds for $925,000, to be issued as of May 6 last. You are requested to 
draw a requisition upon the Secretary of the Treasury for the amount 
of bonds to which the company is entitled, and to hand them to Lewis 
ii. Harvie, esq., president of the road, or his authorized agent, taking a 
receipt for them. 

Your obedient servant, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., January 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. SMITH, 
Goldsborough, N. C.: 

War Department anticipates [attack] in force on’Wilmington, but I 
believe their real objective point is Weldon; therefore look out in that 
quarter. But their troops once afloat may be landed anywhere on the 
coast. Bragg has gained brilliant victory ; driven enemy at all points. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., January 2, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. : 

I fear real point of attack is Weldon, not Wilmington. Will render 
all assistance possible, but to send troops hence far as Weldon might 
endanger Charleston. Enemy’s troops once afloat can be landed any- 
where. Railroad to Wilmington in wretched condition; 1,000 men 
forty-eight hours on way. Please see return, transmitted three days 
since, for effective force in whole department. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


ENGINEER BUREAU, January 2, 1863. 


Col. WALTER GWYNN, Greenville, N.C. : 
CoLoNnEL : I am in receipt of your letter of the 30th instant [ultimo], 
informing me that you would go over to the Tar River the following day 
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to lay off works at a point 5 miles above Greenville and obstruct the | 
Heed in obedience Ms orders from Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith. These — 
works must be pressed forward with great energy. You will at once 
report fully to Major-General I’rench all your operations for the de- 
fense of the Tar and Roanoke Rivers, receive his orders as to the points 
to be occupied, and act in all things in full concert with the troops under 
his command. Substantial obstructions should be placed at once in the - 
two rivers. You will give these works your immediate and constant 
attention. Ifa pile-driver is necessary to the building of the obstruc- 
_ tions have one completed at the earliest moment practicable. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. F. GILMER, 


Colonel of Engineers and Chief of Bureau. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A, 
Itichmond, Va., January 3, 1863. 
General R. E. LEE: 

Sir: I write to give you rather fuller information than the telegraph 
readily allows of the various items of intelligence we have of the move- 
nents of the enemy on the bay and in North Carolina, and of the sur- 
mises they give rise to. For some days past from various sources, 
represented as reliable but communicated at second hand and in rather 
a vague form, I have been informed that there was a large fleet of trans- 
ports in the bay, estimated by one as 100 in number, by another as being 
fully as numerous as when-McClellan’s army was being transported to - 
the Peninsula. As I did not know the informants, and the accounts, I 
felt sure, must be exaggerated, I thought it prudent to give you notice, 
but did not attach much weight to them. Last night, however, there 
was handed me by Mr. Jones, the delegate in the Virginia Assembly 
from Gloucester, a letter from his brother, whom I knew well, giving 
not only what he had collected but what had been reported by two of 
General Wise’s scouts. That letter* I inclose. Its substantial aceu- 
racy may be, I think, relied on. I infer from it that there is some 
decided movement in contemplation by the enemy. They may be 
bringing down troops from Washington and Annapolis and carrying 
others back, or they may be bringing troops from Burnside’s army. 
Mr. Dudley, the president of the York River Railroad, has just called 
to inform me that a man living in Matthews County, near New Point, 
whom he believes perfectly reliable, reports more than 100—indeed, 
than 200—vessels were seen by him a few days ago to come from toward 
the mouth of the Potomac and proceed toward Old Point. I cannot 
believe in any such number, especially as you are sure Burnside has 
not sent off any considerable force, and that no large number of trans- 
ports have proceeded down the Potomac. Ihave no information of any 
considerable number now in the bay. I have also intelligence that 
the forces at Suffolk were lately largely re-entorced, and that a force of 
some 5,000 have preceded them by Gatesville toward North Carolina. 
I learn that immediately after the return of the late Federal expedition — 
to New Berne General Foster proceeded to Old Point: then, after 
a short delay, proceeded to Washington, and very soon returned and 
set off at once for New Berne. We have, too, information from the 
same person who gave very accurate information from New Berne of 
the late foray of the enemy from there, that another expedition is being 


* Not found, 


| 
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prepared there, to be accompanied by a feint on Goldsborough but 
really intended for Wilmington. General Smith is fully possessed, 
from all he has learned, with the conviction of such design; and General 
French, without being so decided that Wilmington is to be aimed at, 
shares the conviction that some serious blow in North Carolina is med- 
itated. I think it very probable that on his late expedition Foster 


obtained information that encouraged him to some serious operation, 


and that he returned to Washington to urge and arrange for it. 
There is said to be between political parties in North Carolina at this 


time much bitterness, and that no little disaffection to the Confederacy 


exists, and that adverse military events just now in the State might | 
eventuate in very grave efforts to separate from the Confederacy and 
arrange with the Federal Government. I cannot credit this danger, 
but ali accounts agree as to the existence of great discontent and com- 
plaint of desertion by the Government. This renders more important 
all means in our power to repel promptly any serious invasion. Under- 
this feeling I have telegraphed General Beauregard to render all aid in 
his power to Wilmington. He has promised to do so, but thinks Golds- 
borough or Weldon more apt to be aimed at, and says in the present state 
of transportation on the Wilmington and Weldon road he does not deem 
it safe to send his troops farther than Wilmington. I have also allowed 
General Smith almost to strip this city, leaving here only some 2,500 or 
2,700 men, of whom there are only 500 at Drewry’s Bluff. IL have coun- 
seled him instead of taking all the forces he is collecting (amounting to 
10,000 or 12,000) to Goldsborough, as he intended, to have there only a: 
brigade and concentrate the residue either at Weldon or Rocky Mount, 
so as to be ready to move readily either back toward Petersburg or on 
toward Goldsborough and Wilmington, as the enemy may move. With 
Beauregard’s aid Wilmington could resist successfully, he (General 
(Smith) thinks, until he could arrive from Weldon. I think he will 
pursue this course, but he laments much the paucity of his numbers and 
wishes earnestly to be re-enforced. I feel no serious apprehension about 
this place, and yet, considering its importance, feel bound to guard against 
the contingency of asurprise. Your gallant officers, Stuart and Hampton, 
have shamed the enemy into more enterprise, as shown by their recent 
successful raid on the railroad at Bristol. A sudden dash of the forces 
on the Peninsula or from Suffolk might endanger us here. I should 
therefore feel better satisfied if we had a portion of your force, say 
some 5,000 or 10,000 men, here, or even as near as the Junction, whence 
by two roads they could be speedily brought in case of need. Having 
informed you, however, fully, I trust the decision to your judgment, as 
your command extends over the city and you are fully aware of the 
necessity of watching over and defending it. 

I ought not to conclude without adding that General Samuel Jones 
has written to urge the return of a force to him equivalent to what he 
sent here under my late orders. The number was about 2,500. He 
would prefer other forces, as he thinks those sent by him would be more 
useful at a greater distance from their homes. The late spirit of enter- 
prise manifested by the Federalsin the attack on therailroad has alarmed 
him for exposed portions of Greenbrier and Monroe, which fertile coun- 
ties will be almost indispensable to him in the spring. He thinks, too, 
that there will be an earnest effort to obtain possession of all the coun- 
ties embraced in the newly-admitted State of West Virginia. I fear 
there is little prospect of returning his forces or their equivalent unless 
you can feel safe to spare them, at least until after the result of the 
threatened movements in North Carolina. 


816 is NORTH CAROLINA AND S. E. VIRGINIA. —[Cutar. XXX. 


General Pemberton telegraphs to-day that the enemy at Vicksburg, 
being repulsed in several attacks on our positions, have apparently re- _ 
linquished their enterprise and have re-embarked. No further dispatch 
from General Bragg. 

With high consideration and esteem, most respectfully, yours, 

, J. A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War. 


RIcHMOND, VA., January 3, 1863. 
General S. G. FRENCH, 
Commanding, Petersburg, Va.: 

Concentrate all your forces near Weldon and Rocky Mount ready to 
move in any direction, except Colston’s brigade and one regiment of 
cavalry, which will be left to guard Petersburg and the Blackwater. I 
‘expect General Beauregard will re-enforce Wilmington, and that Gen- 
eral Lee will place troops in position to guard Richmond and Petersburg 
from being taken during our absence. You had, I think, better take 
Weldon or Rocky Mount for your headquarters at present. The cipher 
telegram of yesterday directed you to move to Goldsborough. This has 
been changed as above, pending certain information of actual move- 
ments of the enemy. Please have the troops of Daniel’s brigade which 
were sent from here to Petersburg last night forwarded to Goldsborcugh 
as soon as possible. . I am endeavoring to obtain additional troops from ’ 
General Lee’s army for service in North Carolina, and will probably 
know by to-night or to-morrow morning the result of my efforts, and I 
shall thereupon return to North Carolina. Please write me fully by re- 
turn of messenger. 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
G. Wi SMITH, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., January 3, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Wurrine, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 
_ Here is Smith’s telegram : 


_ General Beauregard has been requested by Secretary of War to assist you in resist- 
ing the threatened attack. I will concentrate as soon as possible. 


G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., January 3, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Wuittna, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 

Cannot translate all Smith’s telegram, but it refers to following from 
Secretary of War: 

Enemy’s intelligence indicates strongly his purpose to move with force (supposed 
30,000), probably on Wilmington, landing at New Berne or Morehead City, ete 
to Swansborough; thence along coast. A i 

I must aid soon and far as can with safety, but I cannot do much 
beyond leaving forces still with you, for railroads are too slow, not 
knowing where enemy are going to strike. 


G, T. BEAUREGARD, 
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eae ' CHARLESTON, 8S. C., January 3, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. Mercer, Savannah, Ga. : 
Harrison’s brigade will be delayed for atime at Wilmington. Please 
send to it cooking utensils and change of clothing. 
* THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


a CHARLESTON, 8. C., January 3, 1863. 
S. CooPEeR, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Savannah, Ga.: 
Five Whitworth 12-pounder guns have lately arrived at Wilmington. 
Cannot two be sent here and two to Savannah for Genesis Point? They 
are much required to drive off blockaders. 


inte 


G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


RicHMonpD, VA., January 3, 1863. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, . 
Charleston, 8. CO. : 


The guns have been already disposed of by the Secretary of War—one 
retained at Wilmington, one sent to Charleston, one to Mobile, and one 
to Vicksburg. The fifth belongs to the Navy Department. 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant ané Inspector General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
h January 3, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: I replied by telegraph to your dispatches of the Ist and 2d, but 
as the line does not seem to be in operation I think proper to write by 
mail to-day. 1t is very important to ascertain the correctness of the in- 
formation conveyed in your dispatches, and if transports are in Hamp- 
ton-Roads their purpose and cargoes. It is customary at this season of 
the year for coasters to take refuge in those waters from impending or 
apprehended storms. I have myself counted over one hundred vessels 
that had taken shelter there at one time. I can discover no indications 
of any movement of General Burnside’s army, and feel very confident 
that the transports mentioned did not descend the Potomac, nor do I 
think any considerable portion of General Burnside’s army could have 
been embarked without my knowledge. I have scouts on the right 
and left flanks of the enemy, which extend to the Potomac, and re- 
ceive information of all movements of importance. On the dist ultimo 
I dispatched General Stuart with a large detachment of cavalry to pen- 
etrate the rear of the enemy, with a view of ascertaining -his position 
and purpose. He followed his line of communication from Dumfries’to 
the Little River turnpike, passing ‘between Fairfax Court-House and 
Alexandria, returning through Aldie and Warrenton. He reports all 
quiet and could learn nothing of any projected operation. ‘In addition 
to obtaining information my object was to create anxiety. for his com- 
munications and cause him, if-possible, to discover his intentions. He 
threw out large -bodies of troops in the direction of the Orange and 
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Alexandria Railroad, which they reached and tore up a portion of. The ' 
destruction of the road might have been caused by wy having the bridge 
at Rappahannock Station reconstructed and a train of cars sent to War- 
renton Junction during General Stuart’s expedition. General Stuart 
captured over 200 prisoners, destroyed several wagons, cavalry camps, 
&e., and caused the destruction by the enemy of severat depots of pro- 
visions on the routes. ‘ 
IT have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
t. Ik. LEE, 
General. 


P. S.—All the detachments of the enemy toward the railroad have 
returned within their lines. 


[JANUARY 3, 1863.—For Gist’s report of movements to re-enforce 
Wilmington in December, 1862, see Series I, Vol. XIV, p. 741.] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Camp near Fredericksburg, Va., January 4, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. SMITH, 
Commanding, Richmond, Va.: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the Ist instant has been received. <As 
you seem to be certain that the enemy are re-enforcing Suffolk and 
passing troops from that point to New Berne I would recommend that 
you collect a force at Goldsborough and within supporting distance of 
it adequate to oppose them. Ido not think that the enemy can bring 
into the field in that region at present a large or stable force—their 
troops must be new and not very reliable—nor have they any officer 

there that I am aware of in whom much confidence is reposed by his 
Government. It is as impossible for him’ to have a large operating 
army at every assailable point in our territory as it is for us to keep 
one to defend it. We must move our troops from point to point as re- ‘ 
quired, and by close observation and accurate information the true 
point of attack can generally be ascertained. I may be mistaken, but 
{have thought that the troops at your disposal would be sufficient to 
drive back the threatened incursions of the enemy south of James River 
until he is re-enforced from some of his armies now in the field. Gen- 
eral Burnside has all his army between Fredericksburg and Aquia 
Creek, with the addition of Sigel’s corps. His own headquarters are 
near Brooke’s Station, nor is there any indication of an embarkation or 
retrograde movement or going into winter quarters.: I think it danger- 
ous to diminish this army until something can be ascertained of the in- 
tentions of that opposed to it, and IT hope you will be able by judicious 
arrangement and concentration of the troops under your command to 
protect the frontier line of North Carolina. Partial encroachments of 
the enemy we must expect, but they can always be recovered, and any 
defeat of their large army will reinstate everything. From information 
received from the Seeretary of War I yesterday put Ransom’s division 
‘in motion to Hanover Junction, and will continue him to Richmond 
unless I receive other information. You will find it necessary in North 
Carolina to dispose your troops so that they can march to the points 
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required instead of trusting to the railroads, otherwise it will be i pos- 
sible to collect your troops as speedily as necessary. The railroads 
must be reserved for transporting munitions of war. I would recom- 
mend that you take the field in person and endeavor to get out troops 
_ from the State of North Carolina for her defense. Wilmington should 
_ be defended at all hazards. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your cbedient servant, 


a . R. E. LEB, 
—— General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 5, 1863, 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR, Richmond, Va.: 


Sir: I have to thank you for your long explanatory letter of the 3d 
instant in relation to operations in North Carolina. Owing to the posi- 
tion of the enemy, the features of the country, and the strength of 
our army in that State we can only at present expect to act upon the 
defensive. I hope we shall be able to obtain troops for that purpose. 
I have relied much on the troops of that State turning out for its defense, 
and have heretofore found that they have cheerfully and promptly done 
so when necessity required. If you think any benefit will be derived 
by sending an officer to Raleigh to inspirit or encourage the people I 
will detach from this army Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, a native of North 
Carolina, and a most valuable officer, forthe purpose. By co-operating 
with the Governor and State authorities great advantage might be 
gained. At this distance I do not see how offensive operations could be 
undertaken with advantage, as the most we could hope for would be to 
drive the enemy to his gunboats, where he would be safe. The assign- 
ment therefore of any of our active forces to North Carolina would be 
to withdraw them from the field of operations, where, as far as I can 
yet discover, they may be much needed. General Burnside’s army is 
increasing rather than diminishing. The troops from in front of Wash- 
ington and the Upper Potomac that have not made a junction with him 
have been moved down toward Stafford. General Slocum’s division is 
at Occoquan and Dumfries. General Sigel’s corps is at Stafford Court- 
House. General Milroy has moved down as far as Martinsburg. From 
the letter of Mr. Jones, which you sent me, it seems that re-enforce- 
ments from Yorktown and Gloucester are being forwarded to him. I 
have not, however, yet heard of, their arrival. It is very clear that 
General Burnside will not advance toward Richmond unless he is re- 
enforced. If he determines to go into winter quarters I think it proba- 
ble that a part of his force may be sent south of James River; but if 
he does not he must be strengthened rather than weakened. Before 
the battle of the 13th I think his force could not have been less than 
120,000 men; it may have been more. Since then Generals Sigel’s, 
Slocum’s, and Geary’s forces have joined him. Taking the lowest num- 
ber, his force is double that of this army. You can judge then of the 
propriety of weakening it if it is to keep the field. I have always be- 
lieved that General Foster’s force has been much overrated. The re- 
ports from citizens, however intelligent and honest, cannot be relied on. 
Had General Foster received all the re-enforcements that have been 
reported since this army recrossed the Potomac he ought to have the 
largest Federal army now in the field. IT am not certain that he will 
attempt any expeditions except those of a predatory character. I think 


‘4 s ments being sent to North Carolina. Itis as natural that he s z 
preparing for defense as offense. It is proper, however, that we should 
be prepared, and we ought to concentrate there as large a force as pos- 


It is now in excellent condition, physically and morally, and I wish to | 
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sible, and to be successful in our operations our officers must be bol 
and energetic. Information should be obtained by our own scouts— 
men accustomed to see things as they are and not liable to excitement 
or exaggeration. 

After receiving your dispatch of the 2d instant I put General Ran-— 
som’s division in march for Richmond on the morning of the 3d. He 
has orders to report to General Smith. I hope it may not be necessary 
to advance him beyond Drewry’s Bluff. I think it very hazardous to- 
divide this army. Much labor has been expended in its organization. — 


maintain it so if possible. If I get further intelligence to-day rendering — 
it advisable I will place another division near Hanover Junction, but 
until I can learn something definite of General Burnside’s intentions I | 
do not think it advisable to send it farther. I think it very certain that — 
General Burnside’s whole army is between this place and the Potomac, 
and-that as yet he has made no movement to put it into winter quarters 
or to transfer it elsewhere. The glorious victory obtained by-General — 
Bragg will, I think, produce a pause in the military operations of the 
Federal Army everywhere. New organizations and new combinations 
will have to be made before much of importance can be attempted. In 
the mean time we should prosecute our preparations with the greatest 
energy and vigor. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


R. E. LEB, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. 0., January 5, 1865. 
Nlag-Officer LyNcH, 
Commanding CO. 8S. Navy: 


ComMODORE: I have received your note of yesterday, placing the 
naval forces under your command at my disposal for the defense of this 
place and requesting information as to their disposition.. I am much. 
obliged. Regarding the security of the gunboats as of the first impor- 
tance, and indeed, in case of disaster here the most efficient, if not the — 
only, means of reprisal upon the enemy to regain the place, I do not. 
think their safety should be risked. In the event of a formidable at- 
tack they should be carried out of the way up the Cape Fear River. 
Vor further security I have caused batteries at three points on the river 
to be located, and the guns and crew of the Arctic should be disposed 
to occupy and hold these batteries against any attempt by the enemy’s 
boats to ascend the river. This is obvious to meas the proper arrange- — 
iment under the circumstances, and indeed those guns are nearly all — 
that I have to depend upon for this important service. I willinaddi- — 
tion if possible assign a small Whitworth gun to your command. | 

Very respectfully, i 


2 WSO) WHITING: | 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. ’ 
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_ HEADQUARTERS, 
peo . Wilmington, N. 0., January 5, 1863. 
Col. Jonn A. BAKER, 

Comdg. Forty-jirst [North Carolina Troops or Third] Cavalry : 


COLONEL: Colonel Stevens, commanding Twenty-fourth South Caro- 
lina Regiment, with Preston’s battery of four pieces, has been directed 
to occupy the vicinity of Island Creek, on the Holly Shelter road, in 
advance of Northeast Bridge, as outpost there. He is erecting works 
_ of defense at that point. In like manner, on the plank road at Sud- 
__berry’s, about 17 miles from here, an outpost has been established, to 
~ which Colonel Harrison, commanding Third Brigade, has been ordered 
with two batteries. On the advance of the enemy in force for the attack 
- of Wilmington you will endeavor to ascertain the route he takes with 
his main column. A part of your cavalry should fall back on the Holly 
Shelter road and report to Colonel Stevens, and a portion on the plank 
road, reporting to Colonel Harrison. The division of your command 
and the route you yourself take will of course depend on the cireum- 
stances of the enemy’s approach, and is left to you. The enemy’s ad- 
vance should be delayed by every means in your power. The Magnolia 
couriers and troops most advanced in that direction might annoy their 
rear, retreating, if compelled, by the west side of the Northeast Branch 
and rejoining the command by the ferry in rear of Colonel Stevens. 
Colonel Harrison being in the vicinity of Captain Newkirk’s camp, that 
officer will for the present report to the colonel for special orders, con- 
tinuing of course his routine reports to you. 


Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General. 


CHARLESTON, 8. ©., January 5, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. H. €. WHITING, 
: Wilmington, N. C.: 
Send the Whitworth gun soon as possible. Carriage may be made 


here. 
G. T. BEAURHGARD. 


SraTE oF NorTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, N. C., January 5, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, : 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: I beg to trouble you in regard to a matter of great importance 
to the army—the increase of desertion. In most of the midland and low- 
land counties of this State I shall be able to make arrests and prevent 
serious Combinations of them by means of the local militia, with the 
oecasional assistance of the regiment of conscripts at this place; but in 
the mountains of the west the case is different. The enforcement of the 
conscript law in Hast Tennessee has filled the mountains with disaffected 
desperadoes of the worst character, who, joining with the deserters from 
our army, form very formidable bands of outlaws, who hide in the fast- 
nesses, waylay the passes, rob, steal, and destroy at pleasure. The evil 
has become so great that travel has been almost suspended through the 
mountains. The militia has become too feeble to resist them, as that 
section has turned out its proportion for the war with the greatest patri- 


nder xperienced officers. and equip the 
xpense, if the President will accept them into Confederate se 

‘pay them only when actually engaged. I hope the Department w: 
cede to the proposition. The impunity which the deserters enjoy 
the contagion of their example is operating most ruinously upon t 
efficiency of the army, to say nothing of the injury to property and ci 
zens of that section. Iam now maturing a vigilant system of general 
police for the whole State for the prompt arrest of deserters and con- 
scripts, which my adjutant-general will submit for your approval soon 
and perhaps ask your assistance. I also intend to urge upon our Legis- 
lature, soon to reassemble, the passage of a law disfranchising all who 
illegally avoid their duty in the public defense. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 4 
Z. B. VANCE. | 


: CHARLESTON, S.-C., January 6, 1863. — 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, ; 
Secretary ef War, Richmond, Va.: 
I have one brigade and three batteries in Wilmington ; have ordered 
one brigade from Savannah here and transportation ready to Wilming- 
ton, but it is dangerous to weaken forces here too much, considering | 
difficulty of getting back in case of sudden attack by the enemy. I 
think General Evans must overestimate latter. : a 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. — 


Fs 
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CHARLESTON, 8. C., January 6, 1863. “ 


Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 
Reported force.at New Berne must be greatly exaggerated. No troops 
appear to have left the Chesapeake lately for that point. Will prepare | 
for rapid transportation of alltroops Lean possibly spare in plain emer- | 
gency but fear slowness of railroad. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


RICHMOND, VA., January 6, 1863. 
: Governor VANCE: ; 
Could you not give aid against the invasion of your State by calling 4 
out the militia which would embrace the exempts as wellas those over _ 
forty-live? We are straining to send force to you. q 

J, A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


WELDON, N. C., January 6, 1863. 
Hon, SucRETARY OF War: ; Pid: 
General Evans reports Generals Peck, Davis, and Naglee at New Berne 

with 50,000 men; says one. column will move on Wilmington, the other 
on Kinston and this place. They have no tents; are supplied with 
hard bread and beef-cattle from Yorktown. I have also information 
from the Chowan. Yesterday there was a large force in Gates County | 
reported en route for New Berne; thirteen gunboats and transports in 
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the Chowan, apparently to take them to New Berne. We have between 
here and Wilmington only about 12,000 available men ; it must be 
doubled. Can you send us immediately 15,000 more men? I will write 
you in detail by this evening’s mail. This has been shown to Major- 
General Smith. 

: S. G. FRENCH. 


[Indorsement.] 


Read and returned to the Secretary of War. Have you asked Gov- 
—ernor Vance to furnish militia? What of the troops to come from 
Western Virginia? 
eee 8 


WELDON, N. C., January 6, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Sm: Immediately after the fall of New Berne I was ordered to the 
District of the Cape Fear and the defenses of Wilmington, which city I 
fortified by a vast amount of labor; thence in July I was called to Pe- 
tersburg in command of the Department of North Carolina. Petersburg 
then had no works of defense except a trifling work on the Appomattox. 
This left me a line to defend from Drewry’s Bluff to South Carolina, 
with the enemy occupying an inland frontier line from the James River 
to Beaufort, N.C. My force then was scarcely adequate to the task, 
when, on the last of August, I was summoned to Richmond by your 
predecessor, and cheerfully—to strengthen the Army of the Potomac— 
reduced the force to about ten regiments, and some of them very smail 
ones. With this small force the Blackwater has been successfully de- 
fended against three attempts by the enemy with large force to cross 
it, and Foster’s advance on the Roanoke and their various gunboat ex- 
cursions have been defeated, and lastly, without a soldier sent from 
Richmond to Goldsborough being brought into action, General Foster 
was again obliged to retire to New Berne. But to meet Foster, in the first 
instance I took all the infantry force from Wilmington and all but a city 
guard from Petersburg; in the latter instance General Smith did the 
same, to the virtual abandonment of those cities by the forces of this 
department. Now, again, there is but one available regiment in Peters- 
burg, and the force on the Blackwater is very much reduced, and we 
cannot bring over 12,000 effective for the defense of the line between here 
and Goldsborough. During all this time the enemy have been steadily 
increasing their forces, until now I believe they have at least 40,000 
men in New Berne, supported by an undue proportion of artillery and a 
large fleet of gunboats. They also have about 5,000 infantry in Suffolk. 
As we must act on the defensive, it will not be possible with our means 
of transportation on the railroad to concentrate them in front of the 
enemy should he advance even on one line ere he reaches the railroad, 
much less should he divide and threaten Wilmington and Weldon. I 
mention all this to give you a brief account of the progress of the opera- 
tions in North Carolina and to show you how it constantly causes the 
change of troops. Now, every infantry soldier and officer who have 
built up the defenses of Petersburg and the Blackwater and are familiar 
with the topography of the country are gone. This is a military error, 
in my opinion; but it could not have been avoided, yet it may be reme- 
died. Bat my object chiefly is to inform you of the condition of afairs 
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on the line and to ask for re-enforcements. As I have stated, there are 
at least 40,000 men in New Berne, say 5,000 in Suffolk, and small forces — 
in other towns. We have but about 12,000 men and other 2,000 on the 
Blackwater to meet them.. Would it not be better to send the timely — 
aid of at least from 12,000 to 15,000 men? Should the fortunes of war — 
be averse to us it will require double that number to restore our line 
where it now is. Therefore it is and because I have labored assidu- _ 
ously to maintain the line so long from the James to Wilmington, that 
now that it is imperiled I ask timely aid, which I trust you may be able — 
views of the necessity for aid are the same, he approved my doing so. 
The State of North Carolinais in danger. Linclose you some communi- 
cations just received. 
I have the honor to be, yours, most respectfully, 
S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Comdg. Department of North Carolina. 


(Inclosure No. 1.] 


NEAR BARFIELD, N. C., January 5, 1863. 
Col. [D. D.] FEREBEE: 

Sir: There are 12,000 Yankee troops in the counties of Gates and 
Chowan on their way .to re-enforce General Foster at New Berne. 
Thirteen gunboats and transports made their appearance at Colerain, . 
in Bertie County, this morning. It is thought that they are going to 
take on the 12,000 Yankee troops at Holly Wharf, or Dillard’s farm. 
Others think they are gone by the way of the new canal down to Ply- 
mouth and from there to New Berne. There is no doubt in the world — 
of their going to New Berne... I have seen several gentlemen who have 
seen them, and they all agree that New Berne is certainly their destina- 
tion. There are a good many desertions from their army, and they all 
say that they are going to re-enforce New Berne. 

D. W. LEWIS, 
Lieutenant, Comdg. Pickets on the Chowan River. 


[Indorsement. ] 


WELDON, N. C., January 7, 1863. 
I respectfully forward this note, but I have some doubts about the 
correctness of the information. 
S. G, FRENCH, B 
Major-General. 
[Inelosure No. 2.] 


KONST . CO. 
Maj. Gen. 8. G. FRrEnon: On NE ee 


Captain Whitford reports fifty steamers at New Berne: D 
troops; Generals Naglee, Peck, and Davis. Naglee tie canbe 
march on Wilmington, while Foster will attack this place and Weldon 
Naglee’s division is 15,000 strong. The prisoners state that the troops 
have no tents. Hard bread and beef cattle all broucht from Yorktown 
The enemy says that he will destroy the railroad between Weldon and 
Wilmington to prevent re-enforcements reaching Wilmington, i 

N. G. EVANS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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FREDERICKSBURG, January 6, 1863. 
_ Hon. Jamus A. SEDDON: 


Ransom should be in Richmond to-night. Advance him, if necessary, 
troops from Richmond, Petersburg, &c. 
' Let me know what is done and what more is wanted. 

I do not believe the force at New Berne is as large as reported. 


. kh. KE. LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS, ~ 
Witmington, January 7, 1863. 
General BEAUREGARD, Charleston : 


Your dispatch received. Special messenger from G. W. [Smith] just 
arrived. G. W. writes Genéral Lee says Wilmington must be defended 
at all hazards. Enemy are concentrating very heavily at New Berne.. 
Don’t you think movements of your troops ought to begin? It will 
make great difference in my maneuvers if they are here in time. 


W. H. C. WHITING. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., January 7, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Wurrine, Wilmington, N. C.: 
Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smirn, Goldsborough, N. C.: 


I cannot read telegram. I send by mail a new copy of cipher. I 
may be able to send 5,000 in all to Wilmington, provided rapid trans- 
portation can be had. If enemy divide his forces we must concentrate 
on one point, sacrificing less important one, and then defeat him every- 
where in succession. 

G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, January 7, 1863. 
Capt. B. T. D. MYERS, 
Chief Engineer Piedmont Railroad, Danville, Va.: 

CAPTAIN: Inclosed is sent authority from the Secretary of War re- 
cently granted for you to take possession of 50 per cent. of the unlaid 
iron belonging to the Western North Carolina Railroad, the Raleigh 
and Gaston Railroad, the Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad, and 
the Virginia Central Railroad; also authority to, take possession of all 
the iron in the Clarksville and Keysville road, the Port Walthall road, 
and the York River road beyond the Pamunkey. 

IT presume, captain, it is unnecessary to urge upon you the importance 
of appointing promptly energetic agents to secure this iron without 
delay. The enemy seem to be systematically threatening our great 
lines of communication, and your link may in consequence become one 
of vital consequence. 

Very respectfully, 
J. KF. GILMER, 
. Colonel of Engineers and Chief of Bureau. 


JAMES he SEDDON, © Pea 
: Secretary of War: ey) teeter 1 enehceae 
- re: Ihave the honor to inclose you a copy of a letter recently re- 
eived from Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, U.S. Army; also a copy of a lett 
from Edward Stanly addressed to General Foster, and a copy of my 
reply to him.* As I may expect an answer from General Foster 


_ should be pleased to know in advance if these negroes will be returned 
_ to their owners provided this Government will return those they have 
~ abducted. I have received several letters and have written him sev- 
eral touching the outrages.that have been committed by his troops. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. _ 


I hope my letter will meet your approval. 


ADJUTANT AND JNSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, — 

Richmond, Va., January 8, 1863. 

General G. T. BEAUREGARD, " 
Charleston, S. C.: 


Throw into Wilmington the number sent before, say, as we suppose, ; 
5,000 men in all. Beyond that exercise your own judgment in contin- _ 


gencies. The Secretary has telegraphed to urge the additional trans- 
portation you desired in your late dispatch. 


S. COOPER, ya 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., January 8, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. H. OC. Waiting, 
Wilmington, N. O.: 


I will send you same amount of troops as before. First regiment will 
leave to-morrow morning; then rapidly as possible. 


G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


CHARLESTON, 8. ©., January 8, 1863. 
General 8S. CooPEr, 


Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 


Will send same number of troops to Wilmington as supposed by De- 
partment. Tirst regiments will leave to-morrow morning ; others rapidly 
as possible. 


G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


*See Foster to French, December 31, 1862 


6, 1863, p. 505 » p. 497, and French’s reply of January 
'y » Pe , 
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ne War Deparrment, ©. 8. A., 
Richmond, Va., January 8, 1863. 
His Excellency ZEBULON B. VANCE, 


Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C.: 


Sir: I have the honor to inclose the copy of a letter addressed to the 
Governor of Virginia, which will indicate to you the measures which 
have been agreed upon between His Excellency and the Department to 

meet the existing emergency. May I not suggest to Your Excellency the 
—__ importance of similar action in North Carolina to aid in repelling the 
threatened movement of the enemy upon the railroad connections of 
your State? 
With high consideration, your obedient servant, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[Inclosure. ] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., January 7, 1863. 
His Excellency JoHN LETCHER, 
Governor of Virginia: 

Str: In view of the menacing movements of the enemy in North Car- - 
olina with the intent of striking at the railroad connections in that State, 
and perhaps of invading Virginia, I am instructed by the President re- 
spectfully to suggest to your consideration the propriety of calling out 
the militia in all the counties near to the North Carolina line, in prepa- 
ration to aid in repelling any such enterprise. The call might be limited 
to those of the exempted classes and those above the age of forty at the 
same time. This Department will call on all subject to the conscript 
law in such counties to come forward and report at suitable places of 
rendezvous. Thus the whole arms-bearing population may be promptly 
commanded for temporary emergency. 

With high consideration and esteem, most respectfully, yours, 

J. A. SEDDON, © 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., January 8, 1863. 

[General G. T. BEAUREGARD :| 
My DEAR GENERAL: I send you an incomplete sketch, which you 
can have copied and returned. It will help you to some idea of my 
position. I also send G. W. Smith’s note, received last night. These 
will be handed you by Mr. Hazell, of my headquarters, a young gentle- 
man from South Carolina, who has already borne a brave part in eleven 
battles. I think General Lee’s remark somewhat funny. To turn to 
the map. We should consider, in attacking Wilmington, the enemy hav- 
ing his base in New Berne and Beaufort he may make his choice of two 
modes of attack—one'to send on his iron-clads in advance and attempt, 
by the reduction of the forts, to clear the way for his transports into 
the lower harbor, whence he could advance upon the city both by fleet 
and land; the other to march either from Swansborough or Topsail In- 
let, take the forts and river batteries in reverse, and attempt the town, 
with the fall of which that of the forts would ensue. The latter course 
is not probable. To Swansborough he can come either overland from 
New Berne or by railroad to Beaufort, and then overland or by water 
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from Beaufort through the Sounds in light-draught steamers. He would 
probably use all these. If he came to Topsail [Inlet] he would be com- 
pelled to have a sea-going fleet of transports, and until or unless he 


were sure of his harbor he would scarcely attempt that. Suppose him — 
on the advance and on the line of New River, distant by the road be- _ 


tween 40 and 50 miles from the city. There are two roads, one called 


the Holly Shelter road, which follows the Northeast Branch of the — 


Cape Fear, and the other the Sound or Plank road near the coast. 
These fork a short distance from Onslow, which is 50 miles from here 
and separated by the great Holly Shelter Swamp. There is no com- 
munication between them until within 15 miles of the city. Exeept for 
cavalry and for the purpose of destroying the Northeast Railroad Bridge 
I do not think he will use Holly Shelter road in force. Every consid- 
eration would keep him to the coast. Communication all along with 
his gunboats, supplies, &¢., would all influence him, together with the 
fact that he would have no bridges and rains would not hurt the sandy 
road. But it is of the first importance that I should be able to check him 
on this road at a.distance of one day’s march, say, from the city (I would 
not put it farther on account of my own troops, supplies, &e.), and be- 
cause I should be enabled to hold the Northeast Bridge to delay his 
advance until I could be supplied with re-enforcements sufficient to en- 
able me to prevent him from attacking the town and Fort Fisher and 
river batteries in the rear at the same time, which he would assuredly 
do were I compelled from paucity of force to fall back at once upon 
my intrenchments. The longer he can be kept off the more uncertain 
he is as to our weakness, and time is given to G. W. [Smith] to effeet 
with his troops a heavy diversion in my favor, either by crossing or 
heading the Northeast Branch of Cape Fear (see map—there is a bridge 


over Cape Fear near Bannerman and South Washington) ; or, suppos- 


ing ne to have saved the Northeast Bridge, to throw his force in the 


city and, combined, attack instead of defending. If Foster presses on 
to the close neighborhood of town, my troops being within the outer 
line, he with his force can keep us in (if, indeed, with my present num- 
bers we can keep him out) while he at his leisure by the Old Brunswick 
road (see sketch) takes Fort Fisher and the river batteries in reverse. 
It is this difficulty which makes so necessary the presence of amovable 
column to maneuver in defense of Wilmington, especially against a 
land attack, and to force the enemy to a choice in his operations—one 
or the other. The immediate vicinity presents no strong features and 
no obstacles—open, piney woods, where numbers must tell. The extent 
of the outer line of intrenchments, which, by the way, are not formid- 
able in people, is too great entirely for the troops I have here now. We 
are using such time as will be allowed us to Strengthen the outpost posi- 
tions. | have Stevens at the Northeast Bridge and Island Creek with 
two batteries and Harrison on the plank road about 16 miles from the 
city with two batteries. At the latter point, had Gist his troops here 
we might trouble the enemy greatly. I send you these maps. 
_ Please have a tracing made of the country lying between the Trent, 
the Wilmington and Weldon tailroad, and the Cape Fear, and send 
back as soon as possible. Gist says you have no map. You will see 
what a terrible etfect the aking of Wilmington will have on Charleston 
and your whole department by examining this map; also that if beaten 
the relics of my force, if any escape, will have a very troublesome route. 
If satisfied that the enemy are approaching me with a very heavy force 
perhaps I may have to see you in’ person to work out the problem 
whether Poster, with 30,006 or 40,000 Yankees, is equal to three old en- 
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gineers, with 7,000 or 8,000 Southrons. I am very much obliged. for 


Gist. He is cool, sensible, and brave. Do not forget to send back 
that map. I cannot spare it. You might in a short time have the 
State east of Wilmington and Weldon Railroad traced off. You will 
perceive some notes on the sketch in pencil. The Brunswick River has 


_ been strangely neglected heretofore. Only a few rows of piles have 


been placed to obstruct it. I have for the purpose neither material nor 


machinery. Have erected as many batteries as I had guns to spare, 
and shall put a number of Rains’ torpedoes down. What they will do 


~ ido not know. The town can be approached, supposing the enemy in 
~ possession of the lower river and batteries, by the way of Brunswick 


River, cutting the railroad bridge of the Manchester Railroad without 
crossing under fire. This was a great oversight during the past year. 
You will observe the pencil-marked position of Fort Saint Philip. The 
position is good and the work pretty well made, but the guns are too 
light, and what is worse are unbanded—those that are rifled. It forms 
the left of a line of works put up to command the Smithville and Wil- 
mington road. (See map.) These works force the enemy, unless he 
could carry them around Green Swamp. But he would never take 
that side of the river, and I do not attach much importance to them. 
I have mentioned the importance I attach to have sufficient force to 
compel the enemy to make his choice between Fort Fisher and the 
town; that is, the one or the other, not both at once. Or to explain: 
I ought to have a force the presence of which at Wilmington would 
compel an attacking enemy to reduce the town by itself first, not hay- 
ing it in his power to sit down before the town and at the same time be 
able to move on Fort Fisher and thus make an easy entrance for his 
fleet. You will see on consulting the sketch that the presence of a 
maneuvering force resting on Wilmington would make a march to 
Confederate Point or a division of the enemy’s forces hazardous. The 
absence of such a force puts everything in his power. If forced from 
paucity of men simply to man my lines why, of course, the whole vicinity 
east of the town is open to him, and he can send at his leisure and take 
the river batteries. 

I would like to have a talk with you. Maps and hurriedly-written 
letters give so little idea as compared with sight and hearing. The 
yellow fever has been a terrible obstacle to the works about this place. 
On my arrival here six weeks ago everything had been at a stand-still 
for a long time and almost all had to be reorganized. Fort Caswell, 
being a fort of the old United States, seems to have been considered 
finished and perfect (probably out of regard for General Totten), and 
was not strengthened. I am building iron casemates as fast as I can. 
A battery which I put up eighteen months ago to command the bar was 
taken down, I believe, fer fear it might be taken and used in the fort. 

It is a hard place to defend, this, and a hard position. I hope you 
will not think me importunate. I have demonstrated over and over 
again to the War Department the importance of the place to the whole 
country, the war, to Richmond, and to Charleston ; shown how it affects 
the blockade—for it is the easiest place on the coast for the runners and 
hardest for the enemy—and asked for what I thought necessary. Ido 
not complain. I suppose they could not aid me or they would have 
done it. Since you and [General] G. W. [Smith] have come to my assist- 
ance I feel much better. The gunboats are not near completion. They 
would be invaluable, if ready. The fever again stopped them or they 
would now beready. As they are they increase my embarrassments, for 
I have to provide for sending them up the river in case of disaster and 
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protect them after they are moved. If they were only ready, one at 
Fort Fisher and one at [Fort] Caswell, then let them come. One is | 
launched and has her wooden shield on, the other on the ways. Ihave _ 
steamers ready to tow them up the river, and have already constructed 
batteries on the high bluff of the Cape Fear below the point to which 
the gunboats can go. Can you send over an engineer officer whose 
judgment could be relied on for throwing up temporary field works and 
obstructions? J have just received your telegrams relative to strategic 
matters. I do not think Raleigh enters into the matter for the present, 
nor do I regard either of them in the light of cities; that is to say, so 
much property. The enemy having already possession of Tybee and 
Pulaski, I cannot regard Savannah as of any strategic importance. It 
is a place, to be sure, and one which we hope to hold; but it is an ex- 
tremity, not an artery. To me it appears plain that for the winter the 
main operations of the enemy will take place in North Carolina, whether. 
their object be Richmond or Charleston. The enemy will not divide his 
attack on all three of the places you suggest; he will take one or the 
other. If he goes toward Weldon and Petersburg it is plain that Fos- 
ter’s large concentration is to co-operate with Burnside, and Richmond 
is the point. If here, it is a separate invasion, though collaterally affeet- 
ing Richmond and Charleston, and the Carolinas are the object. Ihave 
always been of the opinion that Wilmington would be attacked before 
Charleston, if the enemy have any sense. If it is saved, Charleston 
will not be troubled ; if it falls, Charleston will not be long in following, 
though locally it might hold out for a time. Look at the map. It is ‘| 
for you to decide whether you will risk your troops, as also the relative r 
value of different points. I have no more time just at this present, | 
but am, truly, yours, 
[W. H. C.] WHITING, 
| Brigadier- General. | 


[Inelosure. ] 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. ©., January 7, 1863. 
[Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING :] 


ENERAL: I returned last night. General Lee advises that we draw 
troops from the State of North Carolina for her defense, and adds that 
Wilmington must be defended at all hazards. I have just inquired of 
you by telegraph, asking what number of Beauregard’s troops you have 
and in what contingency you will have to give them up. I have here 
Daniel’s and Davis’ brigades. Pettigrew is at Rocky Mount; French, ‘ 
with a brigade, at Weldon. Pryor has four regiments on the Blaek- 
water, and Ransom, with two brigades, arrived in Richmond last night. 

The enemy are concentrating at New Berne, and there is a force (re- 
ported 12,000) in Gates County threatening W eldon, or ready to be 
transported by water to New Berne or other points. TI still have hopes 
that we will receive additional troops from General Lee’s army, but if 
they are not faster they will be too late. If Beauregard can furnish 
you with troops enough to hold them at bay long enough for us to come 
to your relief, all will be well. If he cannot I will, if possible, send 
enough to enable you to hold on until more troops can be brought from 
above. Write me fully. ‘ 

Very truly, your friend, 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 
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Me WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 
% ; Richmond, Va., January 8, 1863. 
_ His Excellency ZeBuLon B. Vancn, 
Governor of North Carolina: 
Str: I send you herewith an extract from a letter of General Robert 
H. Lee, just received.* It explained his views in relation to the threat- 
ened movements of the enemy on your State and his inability to supply 
the re-enforcements which would be desirable for your defense. You 
-will observe that he, like myself, relies, in the existing deficiency of 
_ regular troops, on the patriotism and valor of the citizens of your State, 
and seeks to know whether the presence of one of his most distinguished 
generals (General D. H. Hill of your State) might not prove advanta- 
- geous in rousing and stimulating the people and in counseling and co- 
operating with the State authorities. On this subject I wish to defer to 
your judgment and wishes, of which I should be pleased to be advised. 
Before receiving this letter from General Lee I had taken the liberty 
respectfully to suggest for your consideration a call I had made on the 
Governor of Virginia for the aid of the militia, and to request, if it met 
_ your approbation, that a similar call should be made in North Carolina 
by the State on its militia, and by the Confederate Government on the 
conscripts. By such means I hope adequate aid may be obtained to 
repel the threatened invasion of your State. 
_ With high respect and esteem, very truly, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., January 9, 1863. 
Colonel HARRISON, Commanding Brigade: 

COLONEL: Having secured your immediate position on the road and 
cleared away the brush in front of the works, proceed to the full extent 
of your implements and force to the construction of obstacles and de- 
fensive works to the right of your position, at all points where the enemy 
might endeavor to turn your right, just as if you were to have 5,000 men 
instead of only your present command. TIor one species of obstacles I 
would recommend parties of ax-men, under intelligent officers, to follow 
the course of the little miry runs on the low ground to the left and 
right of the old field, to fell trees and make a difficult abatis on this side 
of the crests or rises on this side—a continuous line of log breastworks 
for skirmishers and riflemen; clear out brush and undergrowth in the 
field of fire on the opposite side, and fell trees in line and at random to 
throw opposing movements into confusion, taking care to have our own 
side masked. For road-cutters, press the negro and salt-workers gener- 
ally. With a little instruction and under superintendence of intelligent 
officers they will soon Jearn. As wellas I recollect the little sketch here 
is something like the old field.t hs ea oh 

T would here a little in advance of the road throw up two crémaillére 
lines, selecting the most commanding ground, one following somewhat 
the direction a 0 toward the pond, the other that of ¢ a, thrown well to 
your rear. On the right of the pond, again, similar works might be 
made where sufficiently open country occurs. The cover also for the 
batteries heretofore proposed for Sudberry’s Crossing may also be con- 
structed, together with infantry cover. I must leave a great deal to your 


“* See Lee to Seddon, January 5, p. 819. i . + Omitted as unimportant, 


post or advanced work for pickets. All of the troops here with General — 
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judgment, not being able to be on the ground myself, and to tha : 
aetiehant Obenchain. It is possible that reconnaissance in front of 
your position and a short distance beyond the road which leads from 
the plank road to Holly Shelter may afford a good site for a small out- 


Gist commenced leaving Charleston to-day; so you will soon have your | 
full command and be assured of able support. It behooves us there- -— 
fore to work very hard and rapidly; and although I did not at first glance 
think very well of that position, yet with some labor and a strong sup- 
porting foree we shall be able materially to check, if not defeat, the 
enemy’s advance. General Gist will visit your shortly. 


Very respectfully, ’ 
Beer ey W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


>" 


GOLDSBOROUGH, January 9, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: ; 
I returned this evening from Raleigh, which -place I visited at the 
solicitation of Governor Vance. I sent you telegram from there last 
night, saying it was. not advisable to call out the militia at this time, 
and I will add that I do not think it ever will be advisable to do so. I 
telegraphed at the same time that 1 purposed ordering Ransom’s divis- 
ion into North Carolina. I would have done this whilst at Richmond — 
had I felt at liberty to act in the case upon my own judgment, and will 
do it from here at once as soon as a movement of the enemy in force is 
known. Butas my general views have been laid before the Department 
and General Lee, and the latter only detached Ransom’s division for the 
protection of Richmond and Petersburg, I refrain from ordering it far- 
ther on mere anticipated action of the enemy; but itis needed here,and 
many more troops will be required to put us on anything like equality 
of numbers with the enemy. 4 
General Beauregard has left two regiments and a battalion at Wil- 
mington. This, in addition to Clingman’s brigade, which is about 2,000 
effectives, makes General Whiting’s force too small for maneuver far 
from his interior line of intrenchments and materially lessens the chances 
of his being effectively aided by a force from here. General Beauregard 
evidently considers it hazardous to place any large number of his troops 
in Wilmington when there is any prospect of the iron-clads taking pos- 
session of the Cape Fear. There is much reason in this view of the case. 
From information received from Beaufort and New Berne it is not only 
certain that the enemy is concentrating rapidly at New Berne through 
the Sound and by sea through Beaufort, but that had not their principal 
iron-clad vessel been lost and others injured they would in all proba- 
bility ere this have made a combined attack by land and sea upon Wil- 
inington. I have no great confidence that either Fort Caswell or Fort 
Fisher can prevent the passage of heavy iron-clad steamers into the: 
river, If either of these forts are passed by such vessels both forés will 
fall. A storm at sea has deferred the time of attack. We have, I hope, 
still time enough to get ready for them. 
General Lee’s letter to me, which I showed you the night before I left 
Richmond, has almost deterred me trom referring further to the subject 
of re-enforcements from that end of the line; but I beg that you will 
bear in mind that it is far more easy to hold Wilmington than to retake 
i eee same is true of other points in this State and true of the State 
sion 0 
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I send you with this copies of communications just received from Gen- 
eral Whiting and General Beauregard. I may have to re-enforce Wil- 
mington from here. I have one brigade at Kinston, about 1,200; two 
here, one of 1,300, the other about 3,000. -Ransom’s two brigades should 
have been sent at once and should be rapidly following. sPlease let me 
know as soon as possible whether General Lee can look after Richmond 
and Petersburg if Ransom’s troops are ordered here, and decide what 
additional forces if any are to besent. Itis very important that I should 
_know what force I am to have and that I have it in hand as soon as 
possible. 
Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 
{Inclosures. ] 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, January 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. SMITH: 

My DEAR GENERAL: Yours just received. I would have been all 
right had Beauregard allowed his troops to remain. As it is, he stop- 
ped taking all away, leaving me Stevens’ regiment, Harrison’s regiment, 
and a battalion. These with Clingman’s brigade, three of Beauregard’s 
batteries, and my three, make my present disposable force. It is not 
enough’to hold the enemy, in such a country as the plank road, at a 
distance from town, if he comes in the force represented or even half 
of that. And to keep him at a distance is all important, because that 
is my only way to save the Northeast Bridge. I send you Beauregard’s 
telegraph tome. Butif Wilmington is the point menaced and I believe 
it: is, those troops ought to be Lere to enable me to maneuver. General 
Lee’s remarks about drawing troops from North Carolina, and then add- 
ing that Wilmington must be defended at all hazards, rather crowds me. 
If I could possibly have those 5,000 here I could stop the enemy 15 miles 
from here and keep his hands full, besides saving the Northeast [Bridge], 
which is important to your movement whether you intend to strike 
him in flank or rear; and of course very important to Wilmington. I 
shall write Beauregard and also telegraph him. Hadn’t you better tele- 
graph him that the movement of his troops should commence at once. 
I know he had them all ready to move, but transportation is so fear- 
fully slow. 

Very tired; just off a 40-mile reconnaissance to eastward. 


Yours, truly, W. H. C. WHITING 


CHARLESTON, January 8, [1863.] 
Major-General WHITING: 

Should enemy’s iron-clads or other steamers enter Cape Fear River 
would not my troops at Wilmington be cut off from possibility of return? 
If so, ought Charleston and Savannah to be endangered for that city? 
Weldon, Raleigh, and Wilmington are three objective points of enemy; 
first two are decisive objectives. If all three cannot be defended to- 
gether with strong probability of success, enemy’s movements and our 
available forces must determine which to sacrifice in timely succession 
for defense of most important one. Such is my view of present military 
operations in North Carolina. Please answer.*  - 

; G. T. BEAUREGARD. 
*Same to Cooper and Smith. 
53 R R—VOL XVIII 
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(Indorsement.] 


JANUARY 10, 1863. 
[Note in pencil on Smith’s letter. ] 4 

The exempts for Confederate service should be fitted out for emer- 
gency. The Government has, I suppose, the power. Pe 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, NV. C., January 9, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. 8S. G. FRENCH, : ; i 
Comdg. District of North Carolina, Weldon, N. C.: 
GENERAL: I received your letter last night and telegraphed what I 
learned from our underground railroad. ‘ Reliable” says that on Mon- 
day, the 4th instant, Foster was shipping his Napoleon guns all day, 
but could not learn their destination. He reports also that a long 
black steamer, with light Dahlgren guns and two pivot guns, one each 
in the bow and stern, [had arrived.| She is intended for Wilmington 
and is to enter the harbor as the Alabama, the enemy firing at her as — 
she passes. She is to sail under Confederate colors. This I think prob- ° 
able. Ihave my pickets within 8 miles of New Berne, who keep me — 
advised of every movement. I have learned that the enemy will attack — 
Weldon, Wilmington, and this place at the same time. Foster will 
probably come this way, Heintzelman go to Wilmington, Peck and Cor- — 
coran to Weldon. Troops have been again sent to Suffolk, or were to — 
leave when Corcoran left Yorktown. lam convinced Foster will not 
attack me again on the south side of the Neuse, but will march up the 
left bank to co-operate with the force (if necessary) that attacks Wel- 
don. With the two brigades now at Goldsborough I think I can pre-— 
vent his junction by attacking him as far down as Contentnea Creek, 
which he will be obliged to cross if he marches out from New Berne to 
attack Goldsborough. I can also, if he passes Snow Hill, easily attack 
his rear. My scout thinks every precaution should be taken to guard 
’ the Weldon bridge, as the enemy are trying to bribe citizens to burn it. 
I will keep you advised. 
Very respectfully, your obedient, 


N. G, EVANS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 


Richmond, January 9, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War of the Confederate States : 

Sir: Your letter of the 7th instant, directed to the Governor, has 
been received. He requests me to inform you that the requisition for 
the militia has been complied with, by the issue of the necessary orders 
to the adjutant-general of this State, a copy of which is herein inclosed. 

Very respectfully, 
GEORGE W. MUNFORD, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 


{Inelosure. ] 


The adjutant-general will issue to the proper officers orders calling 
out immediately for a service of six months, unless sooner discharged, 
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. the militia of the counties hereinafter named, not called for under the 
conscript law of the Confederate States, embracing all the able-bodied 
men between the ages of forty and forty-five years. 

Employés of railroad and transportation companies and officers of 
banks, and other persons who are exempt by the laws of the State and 
Confederate States, are not liable to duty. 

The rendezvous will be at Petersburg. 

When arrived at the rendezvous the troops will be reorganized into 
companies, battalions, and regiments. The oldest commissioned officers 
present, of the respective grades required, will be assigned to duty, and 
supernumeraries will be reduced to the ranks. 

The troops will be supplied with arms and ammunition when they 
arrive at Petersburg. 

The officers in command of detachments will cause the men to be 
furnished with necessary provisions until mustered into service of the 
Confederate States, and for this purpose may purchase or impress 
necessaries and transmit the accounts therefor to the auditing board. 

The counties upon which the call is made are the counties of Green- 
ville, Dinwiddie, the city of Petersburg, the counties of Brunswick, 
Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Halifax, Charlotte, Pittsylvania, Henry, 
Patrick, Franklin, Nottoway, Prince Edward, and Campbell, including 
the city of Lynchburg. 

This call is made by the War Department by order of the President 
of the Confederate States. It is of great importance that the force 
called for be promptly furnished and organized. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, VA., 
Nov, } January 9, 1863. 
The commandants of the Fiftieth Regiment, Greenville County; 
Highty-third, Dinwiddie; Thirty-ninth, Petersburg; Sixty-sixth and 
Ninety-sixth, Brunswick; Seventy-third, Lunenburg; Twenty-second 
and Ninety-eighth, Mecklenburg; Sixty-ninth, Highty-fourth, and One 
hundred and seventy-second, Halifax; Twenty-sixth, Charlotte; Forty- 
second, One hundred and first, and One hundred and sixty-eighth, 
Pittsylvania; Sixty-fourth, Henry; Highteenth and One hundred and 
fifty-sixth, Patrick; Forty-third, One hundred and tenth, and One hun- 
dred and ninety-fifth, Franklin; Forty-ninth, Nottoway ; Sixty-third, 
Prince Edward ; Fifty-third and One hundred and seventeenth, Camp- 
bell, and Thirty-first, Lynchburg, will immediately call out, for a service 
of six months, unless sooner discharged, all the militiamen not called 
for under the conscript laws of the Confederate States, embracing all 
able-bodied men between the ages of forty and forty-five years. : 
Officers and employés of railroad and transportation companies, offi- 
cers of banks, and other persons who are exempt by the laws of the 
State and Confederate States, are not subject to this call. 
Where there are no field officers in a regiment the senior captain is 
commandant; where no captains, the senior lieutenants of highest rank 
command; and all such are peremptorily required to execute this order 
without a moment’s delay. They will cause the men to be assembled 
at the most convenient places within the respective regiments and 
marched thence to Petersburg, the point of general rendezvous, in 
charge of the officer highest in rank in the regiment. Require the men 
to bring with them clothing and blankets. : 
Officers commanding detachments:will procure subsistence for them, 


* 
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until mustered into service of the Confederate States, by purchase, if 
practicable ; if not, by impressment, and certify such purchases or 1m- 
pressments to the auditing board at Richmond. 

Officers commanding detachments will report as fast as they arrive 
at Petersburg to such officer in the service of the Confederate States 
as may be appointed to receive and muster them into service. The 
troops will there be organized into companies, battalions, and regi- 
ments, and supplied with arms and ammunition. They will, as far as 
practicable, obtain railroad transportation for the detachments to the 
place of general rendezvous, giving certificates of the number of men 
transported, which will be paid by the State. 


By command : 
WM. H. RICHARDSON, 
Adjutant- General. 


. CHARLESTON, 8. C., January 10, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 

Wilmington, N. C.: i! 

Maps received. Your views of enemy’s mode of attack on Wilming- : 

ton are doubtless correct, and I fully agree to best point for meeting ; 

him, provided he can land no considerable force in your rear. Isend ; 
all forces I can spare from this department; same as before. Willreturn 

t 

‘ 


maps. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., January 10, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. GusTAvUS W. SMITH, 
Goldsborough, N. O.: 
Iam sending Whiting same forces as before. Do not let them be 
taken. Why don’t you apply for Lovell? He is in Richmond, anxious 
for the field. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


War DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., January 10, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. GusTAvUS W. SMITH, 
Goldsborough, N. C.: 

We think it desirable the militia of North Carolina should be called 
out, Can you not encourage it? General Lee urges that Ransom’s 
division should not be ordered beyond Drewry’s Bluff. The President 
thinks that division likely to be specially serviceable in North Carolina, 
but would approve of an equal force being returned to Drewry’s Bluff. 
No late news of special interest. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


GoLDsBoRrouGH, N. C., January 10, 1863. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Commanding, Charleston, S. OC. : 
My DEAR GENERAL: Your telegram of the 8th instant was received 
last-night:on'my-return=from*Raleigh, -. I answered by telegraph that 
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your opinions were well founded, but that I thought the difficulty you 
suggested in getting the troops back in case the iron-clads pass the 
forts and get into the Cape Fear could be obviated. It is very im- 
portant for the Confederate Government to hold Wilmington, and it is 
almost absolutely necessary to this State. They cannot take Wilming- 
ton by land, I think, if General Gist with the troops he had there be- 
fore is in the place in time to maneuver in front and check their ap- 
proach. I have here and at Kinston a little over 5,000men. There are 
three regiments at Rocky Mount, half-way from Goldsborough to Wel- 
don, and three at Weldon. I hope that General Lee will yet see in 
time the necessity for transferring a portion of the forces now in front 
of Fredericksburg to this State, which I feel assured is to be the theater 
of active operations this winter and spring. If wecan hold Wilmington 
and Weldon the enemy, if they penetrate the interior of the State, can- 
not hold themselves there. But if they succeed at Wilmington, and 
- once get possession of it, we will never get it away from them. My 
opinion is that but for the storm at sea which sent the Monitor to the 
bottom, disabled the Passaic, and sent the Galena no one knows where, 
they would before this time have made a combined attack by sea 
and land upon Wilmington, and would probably have succeeded in 
passing the forts with their iron-clads; and if we had been caught with 
inadequate forces to resist and check them on land they would have 
had a comparatively easy time of it. But the iron-clads are foiled so 
far, and if advantage is taken of the delay they will find themselves 
headed off in every direction. 

I cannot close this hurried letter without thanking you for the prompt 
and efficient assistance you so generously gave in December when we 
were seriously threatened, and hope that you will be able to continue it 
to us now. I know you will do all you can. We must combine and 
contrive to beat them. I am always glad to hear from you and will 
endeavor to write to you often. j 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


Since writing this I have received your cipher sent to War Depart- 
ment October 16, 1862. The copy sent me dated January 7, 1863, 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., January 10, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. GusTAVUS W. SMITH, 
Commanding, &c., Goldsborough, N. C.: 
My DEAR GENERAL: I send you the inclosed note,* although it is 
doubtless exaggerated ; still the very report indicates that the war is 
rapidly being transferred from Virginia to this State. I trust our au- 
thorities are equally active. You may depend upon it that Burnside, 
smarting under his terrible defeat at Fredericksburg, recollecting his 
successes in North Carolina, the plans he had made to invade upset by 
the Richmond battles, has induced Lincoln to transfer the war, and 
sensibly, too, a winter campaign in Northern Virginia being out of the 
question. I have no doubt that for the last month troops have been 
moving from Burnside’s army through by Suffolk and from outside. 


*Not found. 
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Foster’s name and “to re-enforce Foster” are words retained only asa 
blind because they know that the designation of any prominent general 
would indicate their plans. I should not be surprised if you wake up 
and find yourself in front of Burnside or ‘“ Little Mac,” and Lee far off 
up yonder. ‘The same circumstances which point the enemy to this field 
of war prevent Lee from moving on Washington. Indeed that magnifi- 
cent army should be hastening southward. Tell me your opinion and 
what you think willbe done. How it will turn out here I cannot tell. 
We shall have a fight and a heavy one. J fear your own hands will be 
so full that you can hardly help me, but I hope not. 


Very respectfully, . 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, January 10, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. GUSTAVUS W. SmItH, Goldsborough : 


They must be moving troops from Burnside’s army through by way 
of Suffolk. Fifty-five transports and twenty-one gunboats are reported 
at Beaufort. If true, this means outside work. A very large force is 
concentrated at Morehead City. Depend upon it Burnside has induced 
them to change their programme from Virginia to this State. 

W. H. C. WHITING. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., January 11, 1863. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


The following telegram just received from General Whiting at Wil- 
mington : 

Have information from [ Lieut. John 8.] Fairly, of my staff, at Swansborough. He 
sent a man into the lines, who reports that the enemy are moving their troops to New 
Berne as fast as possible; that their numbers now amount to75,000 at New Berne and 
15,000 at Morehead City, the former to advance on Weldon by Kinston, the latter on 
Wilmington; reports that on yesterday and to-day they will get all their troops to 
New Berne, and that the move on Kinston will commence Tuesday or Wednesday. 


You will need all the forces that can be got from northward. Yankee fleet is assem- 
bling here. 


The numbers are exaggerated, but there is no doubt but they have 
been largely re-enforced. They have, I think, over 30,000 and less than 
40,000 men. The troops at Petersburg should be placed at my disposal 
at once and others brought there or to Richmond. 

G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, 8S. C., January 11, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Waurrine, 
Wilmington, N. C. : 


i\ ‘ ~ 
Hnemy cannot be 90,000 strong under Foster, who had 15,000 before, 
and he may have received as many more. I will send with your maps 
my system for calculating enemy’s forces. It seldom fails. 


G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


i 
Lh 


" 
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CHARLESTON, S. C., January 11, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Wurrine, Wilmington, N. C.: 
Few enemy’s blockaders in sight this morning. Have you fortified 


_ your advanced position by rifle-pits and abatis ? 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., January 11, 1863. 
_ Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Wuitina, 
Commanding at Wilmington, N. C.: 

My Drar GENERAL: Your favor of the 8th instant and accompany- 
ing drawings were duly received. I telegraphed you my coincidence in 
your views relative to the meditated attack of the enemy on Wilmington 

_ and its proposed defense by you. We differ, however, in this respect— 
that should he have any iron-clads to operate with he will first pass 
and take or silence your forts on the river, and then land his forces 
immediately before the city to make a land and water attack on its de- 
fenses, thereby cutting off your retreat across the river to prevent you 
from re-enforcing Charleston. Should it become necessary, your com- 
munications at the same time with Goldsborough would be cut off by a 
strong movabie column, which would destroy all the rail and common 
road bridges in that direction. He would also make a demonstration 
against Goldsborough or Weldon to keep Smith’s [forces] there inactive, 
and so operate as to compel him to sacrifice the least important positions 
in succession for the protection of the most important ones. This is 
what I meant in my telegram, and not that they would attack Wilming- 
ton, Raleigh, and Weldon at one and the same time. Wilmington would 
certainly be a great loss to the Confederacy, but not as much so as Ra- 
leigh and Weldon, which would give the enemy both lines of communi- 
cation between the South and Richmond. Moreover, the capital of any 
State, which to us signifies nothing, is an event of great importance 
in Europe. I will repeat here a French proverb, which is as true in war 
as in the ordinary walks of life, ‘ Qui trop embrasse mal etreint.”. You 
all seem to be very much in the dark about the enemy’s movements and 
forces, exaggerating the latter terribly. This must have a depressing 
effect upon your troops. I always make mine believe we are stronger 
and the enemy is weaker by about one-third than is actually the case. 
After a battle I reverse this. With a proper system of spies all the 
enemy’s important movements ought to be known to you, and by count- 
ing his generals you ought generally to know pretty nearly what his 
forces are; for instance: One brigade (four regiments of 500 effective 
men), 2,000; one division (four brigades), 8,000; one corps (four divis- 
ions), 32,000; cavalry brigade, 2,000; artillery (about three pieces for 
1,000 infantry), ninety-six pieces. This would give 1 general command- 
ing, 4 major-generals, and 17 brigadier-generals, or 22 in all ; but the 
Abolitionists have generally colonels commanding brigades for the sake 
of economy. I have my doubts whether Foster commands at this mo- 
ment more than the above force, although it may be increased greatly 
ere long. By using this table you will find that Burnside’s army of 
three corps and a reserve at Fredericksburg amounted to about 125,000 
or 130,000 men, with about three hundred pieces of cannon. Now that 
the iron-clads are played out for the present, I feel less nervous at having 
sent you my best available troops; but I hope they will be returned in 
time should they be required for the defense of this department. 


Wishing you the amplest success, I remain, sincerely, yours, 
= 4 “G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


yt ye 
> AS 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., January 11, 1863. 


Gov. ZEBULON B. VANCE, Raleigh, N. C.: 


With the President’s concurrence I recommend the calling out of the 
militia in North Carolina to such extent as we can arm—say 5,000 men. 
The Governor of Virginia will call out the militia from the counties near 
North Carolina, and the Department at the same time calls for conscripts 
from those counties to rendezvous at Petersburg. We send every man 
to North Carolina who can be spared from points not vital, but have no 
further regular troops at command. We must rely on irregulars for - 
any further force. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


Ee 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., January 11, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. 8. G. FRENCH, 
Commanding, &c., Weldon, N. C.: 


DEAR GENERAL: Yours of the 9th is received. In regard to Ransom’s 
division there is some conflict of opinion. General Lee ordered it to 
Richmond. I ordered it to move to Petersburg without stopping in 
Richmond, take position in that immediate vicinity and be held con- 
stantly in readiness to move in any direction on the shortest notice. 
General Lee objects to their being this side of Drewry’s Bluff. I ob- 
ject to their returning to Drewry’s Bluff unless that place is attacked, 
and have asked to be allowed to order them into North Carolina. This 
is objected to at present. I consider this division in transitu and can 
determine nothing in regard to it at present. Fifty telegrams and let- 
ters have passed, I think, about this division from quartermasters, rail- 
road, State, and General Government officers. Have you determined 
where you desire the four 32-pounders to be placed? <As far as I am 
now advised it seems to me that Weldon and Halifax would be suitable 
positions for them, relying upon lighter guns and rifles for the defenses 
of points lower down. Have you seen Colonel Gwynn? I directed him 
to report to you at Weldon and carry out your instructions. The four 
32-pounders from Charleston (ready to be put in position complete) are 
here on the cars. As soon as you determine where to place them they 
will be sent forward. General Whiting seems satisfied that Wilming- 
ton will be attacked, and thinks that they will occupy our attention at ‘ 
Weldon and Goldsborough at the same time. I have written again to 
the War Department in reference to sending re-enforcements, and have 
warned them that they are losing time. I hope that we will not be too 
late; but we will do the best we can with the means we have and can 
get together. I am always glad to hear from you. Write as often and 
fully as you can. ’ 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


P. 8.—Can you not have a bridge constructed over the Roanoke at 
Halifax? I think it is very important, and will, if you require it, try to 
send you some one to take charge of it 
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‘GoLDSBOROUGH, N. C., January 12, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. 8S. G. FrEenca, 
Commanding, &e., Weldon, N. C.: 


GENERAL: You are unquestionably in command of the forces on the 
Blackwater, those belonging to Petersburg, and General Pettigrew’s 
command at Rocky Mount, &e.; and there is no order relieving Evans 
from your command, nor have I intended there should be, so far as re- 
ports, returns, &c., are concerned. I mean the last to apply to Evans. 

— But as long as Iam so much closer to him will give him direct orders in 
regard to his movements. Ransom is considered in transitu. General 
Lee wishes him to return to Drewry’s Bluff. I wish to bring him to 
North Carolina. In case he comes on at all, if he stops short of [this 
place} I will order him to report to you. I will direct the adjutant-gen- 
eral to return any reports, returns, &c¢., which may be forwarded by your 
command without being transmitted through your office. In regard to 
the official reports, no original reports had been received in my office 
previous to your leaving here. They were only copies sent for my infor- 
mation, and they were returned. The reports were handed to me by 
Evans the day before I left for Richmond, except that of the chief engi- 
neer. My own report was written hurriedly, and I am not certain what 
is in it, but remember distinctly making up my mind neither to blame 
nor praise any one, nor go into particulars, but to make the report in the 
barest outline’and refer for particulars to the sub-reports. I am sorry 
that any omissions have given you concern, but allow me to say, first, 
that Evans’ report should have been made to you, and you should have 
reported to me. It is perhaps my fault that I allowed him to hand me 
his report while I was visiting at Kinston. I will have copies of the 
reports sent to you that were handed me by Evans, aud would be glad 
if you would get General Pettigrew to make out a report, and I will 
transmit them to the adjutant and inspector-general, to be filed with the 
others. This is but just and right. 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 

G. W. SMITH, 

Major-General. 


P. S—tTry a simple order on and test the question of command prac- 
tically. The idea of an officer stationed at Petersburg saying that he is 
_ not under your command borders on trifling. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, NORTH CAROLINA, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE (MILITIA), 
Raleigh, N. C., January 12, 1863. 


COLONEL: You will forthwith assemble all able-bodied men fit for mil- 
itary duty not called for as conscripts up to this date, and who are hiable 
to militia duty under existing laws and orders, in your regiment, and 
organize them into one or more companies of 75 men each. Should the 
number of men in any regiment equal or exceed 120 they will be formed 
into two equal companies. Detachments of 40 men will be allowed a 
captain and second lieutenant; 25 men a first lieutenant, and 15 men 
a second lieutenant. A full company of 75 will be allowed all these 
officers, to be in all caSes selected by the rank and file. The militia 
having been so muclr reduced by recent calls for conscripts, and this call 
including all who are fit for duty, renders it necessary that the commis- 
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sioned officers should be now included, except the field officer of highest 
grade and captain or senior officer of each district. When the com- 
panies are formed the colonels will immediately report the fact to this 
office by letter, inclosing roll of company and the probable number and 
kind of arms in the regiment. 

2d. Companies, when thus formed, will assemble each Saturday for 
drill and inspection at a place to be designated by the captain, who will 
report to this office each week the condition of the company, which will 
always be held in readiness for active duty at the shortest notice. 

8d. This organization and drill is for the purpose of being prepared 
to repel an expected advance of the enemy, and will remain in force 
until further orders from the Governor. The utmost promptness is ex- 
pected in the execution of this order, and ten days from its reception is 
deemed sufticient to complete the organization herein directed. 

By order of Governor Vance: 

J. G. MARTIN, 
Adjutant- General. 


WILMINGTON, [N. C.,] January 12, 1863. 


Colonel [Wir11AM] Lame, Fort Fisher : 
Lieutenant-Colonel GWATHMEY, Fort Caswell: 


From information received here it is probable the enemy will move to 
attack this place, both by land and sea, on Wednesday. Have every- 
thing ready to receive them. 


B. W. FROBEL, 
Chief of Artillery. 


WILMINGTON, N. C., January 13, 1863. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Charleston, S. C.: 


General Gist has asked for six wagons to a regiment. Can they not 
be sent me at once? 
Five of the enemy’s steamers are engaging Fort Caswell. Fort re- 
‘plying slowly. No other fleet off. 
W. H. C. WHITING. 


CHARLESTON,'S. C., January 13, 1863. 
Brigadier-General WHITING, Wilmington, N. C.: 
Do not think Abolitionists will make much if any attack without iron- 


clads, Latter are not much to be feared at present on account of con- 
dition. JI send maps to-day. 


G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


——EE 


WILMINGTON, N. C., January 13, 1863. 
General BEAUREGARD : ? ? COR er 


Firing has just ceased. 
W. H. C. WHITING. 
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a a HEADQUARTERS, 
; ilmington, N. C., January 13, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. GwaTumny, re pv 
Commanding Fort Caswell, N. C.: 


COLONEL: We have reports from the enemy’s lines which indicate 
that the enemy will commence a movement upon this place both by land 
' and water to-morrow. Though our works are by no means as forward 
as we could wish, I am sure that everything has been done in our power 
_and with our limited time, especially by your command. You will hold 
_ your position to the last extremity. If attacked by iron-clads upon 
which you can make no impression or which succeed in passing you, 
endeavor to save some of your guns for fire upon the wooden ships or 
_ transports. As soon as the enemy make their appearance send off your 
negro force. For this purpose a steamer will be sent you; but in case a 
steamer should not arrive soon enough you are authorized in the mean 
time to impress and hold at the fort all the sail-boats and small vessels 
about Smithville. Should it unfortunately, from want of provisions or 
destruction of your armament, become necessary to abandon the work, 
make arrangements to blow it up and destroy it as far as practicable. 
Send out an intelligent officer to select the best point in such an event 
for crossing the marsh to the mainland and endeavor to bring off your 
command. The time for putting down the submarine shells is left to 
your judgment. Thekeys would seem to bethe best position. I sincerely 
wish that the direction relative to destruction will not be tested, but 
relying upon God, our cause, and your brave command I hope for vic- 
tory. If we are beaten it will be through no fault of yours. 
Very respectfully, 


WW a. O.Wis ta, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


———EE 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., January 13, 1863. 
Col. [WILLIAM] LAmp, 
Commanding Fort Fisher, N. C.: 


COLONEL: I have received reports from the enemy’s lines which indi- 
cate that an attack will be made both by land and water upon this place, 
the movement to commence to-morrow. I need not repeat the expres- 
sions of my confidence in you and your garrison and in your determina- 
tion to hold your position to the last. Some contingencies may arise 
in which you may require instruction. Should you find that iron-clads 
are too much for you and succeed in passing, endeavor to save and re- 
serve some of your guns for fire on the wooden ships and transports. 
You will report by telegraph every hour the progress of events. I do 
not think ships alone can drive you out, though it is possible that iron- 
clads may be able to dismount your guns. You will therefore, even if 
the iron-clads pass you, continue to hold the fort as long as you are sup- 
plied with provisions. Instruct your vedettes to patrol for any indica- 
tions of an attempt to land in force below Masonborough Sound and 
give me instant information. As soon as the enemy’s fleet makes its 
appearance send off your negro force; a steamer will be sent for that 
purpose; but should it not appear in time you will send them off on foot 
under charge to make a forced march, say to the Riverside Salt-Works 
or other point where a steamer can be sent, at the same time letting 
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this office know the point. With a firm reliance on Divine Providence, 
I bid you and your brave garrison Godspeed. Fight as well as you 
have labored and I have no fears for the result. ey 
Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, January 13, 1863. 


General R. BE. Lex, Fredericksburg, Va. : 


Without fully crediting I send the following dispatch from General 
G. W. Smith for your information : - 
GOLDSBOROUGH, January 12, 1863. 


Hon. James A, SEDDON: 

Ihave just received from General Whiting the following dispatch, dated to-day: 
“Have received further information from Lieutenant Fairly, confirmatory of that 
sent to-day.” Adds that General Dix, at Shepherdsville Friday last, reports that 
many of the enemy are from Burnside’s army; reports the enemy at New Berne from 
50,000 to 70,000 men; 15,000 at Morehead City, with forty-two steamers, and that they 


move on Kinston by Dover road; that they intend landing a force on the Sound and 1 
attacking the force here at the same time, and all the movements will commence on 
Wednesday. ° 4 
&. W. SMITH, + 
Major-General. ‘ 
* 
The following dispatch just received from General Smith: t 
GOLDSBOROUGH, January 12, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 
General Beauregard telegraphs that he has reliable information from New York 
that General Naglee’s land force was but 12,000 strong. 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
HEADQUARTERS, a 


Wilmington, N. C., January 13, 1863. 
Col. Joun A. BAKER, 
Comdg. Forty-first Regiment [| N. 0. T., or Third Cavalry] : 


_CoLoNEL: Unless General Robertson has given you special instruc- 
tions as to your movements, you will, in case of a land advance of the 
enemy in this direction, send one company to fall back upon Colonel 
Harrison and with the remainder of your force watch their flank, mov- 
ing, if forced back, across the Cape Fear (Northeast Branch) to afford 
as much protection as you can to the railroad and telegraph. If they 
land below the mouth of New River watch their rear and follow them up. 

Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, O.S. A., 
Richmond, Va., January 13, 1863. 
General R. E. Len, Commanding, &e. : 


_ Str: At the suggestion of the President I inclose for your considera- 

tion a letter from General Smith, covering another from Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Pryor. They were received day before yesterday, but under the 
Impression that the greater needs of the army in North Carolina would 
require all the re-enforcements you could safely spare, I had forborne 
to press them on your attention. 
With high esteem, most respectfully, yours, 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
[Inclosure.] z 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., January 9, 1863. — 
(Received January 10, 1863.) 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Ihave the honor to inclose copy of letter from Brigadier-General 
Pryor, and to request that either Colonels Ball’s or Chambliss’ regiment 
of Virginia Cavalry, and the Sixty-first Virginia Infantry (properly 
, belonging to the Richmond command, but now with General Lee’s 
army), be sent to General Pryor. I have not the force to spare, but am 
satisfied that General Pryor should be furnished with the little aid he 
asks for to enable him to accomplish such important results. 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
GW SMITH, 


Major-General. 


[Sub-inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS FORCES ON BLACKWATER, 
January 6, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. [GusTAVUS W.] SMITH: 

GENERAL: It is just a month since [assumed command of the forces 
on the Blackwater. The day before I arrived within sight of headquar- 
ters the enemy routed a portion of our forces, captured a section of ar- 
tillery, and carried away a number of prisoners. We never thought 
then of crossing the line with any aggressive purpose, and our utmost 
exertions were devoted merely to the maintenance of our position on 
this side the Blackwater. The enemy had absolute control of the 
country between this point and Suffolk. I am happy to assure you, 
general, that such is not now the case. A most formidable attack upon 
one point of my line I repulsed with a handful of men and drove the 
enemy back to Suffolk. I assumed the offensive, and, as you know, 
with a very inferior force I have repeatedly driven in the enemy’s pickets 
almost within sight of his stronghold. The result is that I have shut 
up the enemy in Suffolk. I have delivered all the intervening country 
from their desolate sway. When I arrived here forage and provisions 
were all drawn from Petersburg. Since I assumed command not a 
pound of meat nor a grain of corn, not a bundle of fodder, has been de- 
rived from that source. I have subsisted my own command within the 
enemy’s lines and have furnished General French’s quartermaster 5,000 
pounds of beef and 50,000 pounds of salted pork, all procured from within 
the enemy’s lines. Meanwhile I have strengthened my line throughout 
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its length by obstructing ponds, digging rifle-pits, throwing up intrenc h- 
ments, and by other artificial means of defense. T consider my position — 
perfectly secure, even with the small force under my, command. But_ 
there are certain results to be achieved by an aggressive policy, to the © 
successful prosecution of which a small increase of strength is essential. — 
To be brief, if you will furnish me with another regiment of cavalry (I 
have but one, and that extremely weak) and another strong regiment — 
of infantry, so as to give me an available force of 3,000 men for the field, — 
I will engage, general, to accomplish three things, viz: Ist, to shut the — 
enemy up in Suffolk, and so to threaten the place as to prevent any de- 
tachment of troops to the army in North Carolina; 2d, to intercept — 
communication between Suffolk and the Chowan across the county 
of Gates, and so compel the enemy to a most circuitous route; 3d, 
to realize for our army within the enemy’s lines 300,000 pounds of 
pork and a still larger proportion of corn over and above the wants 
of my command. It may appear hardly possible to do this with so 
small a force as I request, but the nature of the country is such as to 
neutralize disparity of numbers and to make 3,000 men equivalent to 
twice their number. The cavalry I have is not sufficient to picket my 
line—300 men scattered along 50-odd miles. A few days ago General 
French found it necessary to transfer my other cavalry regiment to 
North Carolina. One regiment of the infantry of my command is de- 
tained in Petersburg. Would it not be possible to spare me that ? 

The suggestions I have hazarded are most respectfully submitted to 
your superior judgment. 

Very respectfully, your friend and obedient servant, 


ROGER A. PRYOR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


PETERSBURG, VA., January 14, 1863. 
General 8. COOPER: 

General Pryor reports the enemy 6,000 strong at Windsor, near Ivor. 
Should they try to force the Blackwater the regiment now here could 
move, but then the guard for city, &c., would have to come from Ran- 
som’s brigade; or can two of his regiments move there if needed? 

S. G. FRENCH. | 


' JANUARY 14,1863. —“ 
General FRENCH: 

Send the regiment referred to in your dispatch just received ; or, if 
the emergency, In your judgment, should require, the two regiments of 
Ransom’s brigade, as suggested by you. 


S. COOPER. 


FREDERICKSBURG, VA., January 14, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 


Your dispatch just received. Advance Ransom and any other avail- 
able troops in Richmond or Petersburg. See my dispatch of 6th instant. 


R. E. LEE. 


+ 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, } HpQRs. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
No. 14. , January 14, 1863. 
I, Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Provisional Army of the Confederate States, 
will immediately proceed to Richmond, Va., and report to the Adjutant 
and Inspector General, ©. S. A. 
: * * * * * * * 
By order of General Lee: 
W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
General 8. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, C. S. A. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, January 14, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond: 

My DEAR SrR: I have sent several telegrams within the last three 
or four days all tending to show that the enemy are re-enforcing rap- 
idly in North Carolina and actively preparing for an offensive cam- 
paign. The force here is, as { have often stated before, inadequate for 
the protection of the important points from Wilmington to Richmond, 
inclusive, and we have no force as a reserve ready to take the offensive 
and meet the enemy whenever they come out in force. I have asked 
that Ransom’s force be placed at my disposal, and have urged that ad- 
ditional troops be sent. Of course if this cannot be done we must get 
along the best we can without them. But it is my business to speak 
plainly upon these subjects and to continue to speak thus so long as 
there is any probability that the necessary measures for preparing to 
resist successfully the invasion that is now impending will be adopted. 
[ remember well what force we had last winter in the Army of the 
Potomac holding position farther north than that now held by General 
Lee, and it was then not only decided to be impracticable to re-enforce 
the Army of the Potomac but detachments were made from it and sent 
here. What I mean to say is this, that General Lee in command of 
an army at Fredericksburg is not in the same point of view, and evi- 
dently does not see things precisely as they appeared to him when Gen- 
eral Johnston commanded that army, and he (General Lee) was over- 
looking and judging of the whole general operations from Richmond. 
This is natural, and perhaps could hardly be avoided by anyone. But 
it is for the Government to decide whether when active operations are 
evidently commenced in force against important points in this State it 
is not necessary to diminish somewhat the army under General Lee at 
Fredericksburg. 

Before I was reduced in relative rank in this army it was a question 
whether General Lee or myself should command the active forces in 
Northern Virginia, the other to command in Richmond, &c. Now I 
would like this subject brought up for a moment and considered under 
the supposition that I commanded in Fredericksburg and General Lee 
here. Would he allow me to retain the army at Fredericksburg whilst 
the attack in force was preparing against Wilmington? You are aware 
that my visit to Richmond in the latter part of December was for the 
purpose of conveying to the Government and to General Lee my convic- 
tions in regard to the condition of affairs in this State and to prepare in 
time. You saw my letter to General Lee and his reply. I received a tel- 
egram from you on the 10th instant stating that General Lee opposed 
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‘Ransom’s division being brought this side of Drewry’s Bluff. Ihave — 

received nothing since from the Department and, I think, nothing but_ 

this telegram since I left Richmond on the 5th instant. I fear your 
telegrams to me have RRL ETN Bape 

ain, very respectfully and tru yours, 

pie ema : % ONG. W. SMITH, 

Major-General. 


JANUARY 16, 1863. 


Read and returned to Secretary of War. The question of forces has 
been considered. The question of rank of Major-General Smith is not 
for action. x 


[Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., January 15, 1863. 
Maj. [Jonn J.| HEDRICK, 
Comdg. Fort Saint Philip, N. C.: 

Mason: I need not tell you to hold your position as long as possible. 
If, however, many of the enemy’s fleet should succeed in passing your 
batteries and proceeding up the [river], or compel you to withdraw, you 
are directed to proceed to the railroad bridge on Brunswick River for 
its protection, placing a strong picket at the obstruction on that river. 
You should in this event take with you all the provisions, &c., you can 
carry, taking teams for the purpose. Please to recollect that for one, 
two, or even three steamers passing you, you will not necessarily leave ; 
but a large fleet sufficient to overcome the upper batteries after getting 
by might remove the obstructions and destroy the bridge. Further 
orders will be sent you. 

W. oH. 0. WHITING, 
Brigadier-Generat. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., January 15, 1863. 
General 8. Coopmr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Rich mond, Va.: 

GENERAL: Assigned to take charge of defense of Wilmington, I 
arrived here November 17, 1862. The yellow fever, which had desolated 
the city and stopped all work, had not yet ceased. The condition, im- 
portance, and necessities of the place were immediately set forth and 
have since been repeatedly urged to the department. J found the de- 
fensive works generally imperfect and m any important points neglected ; 
a partial line of earthworks, well constructed but weak in profile, had 
been thrown up between the two mill-ponds on the east and south of the 
city 1$ miles in extent. They had twelve pieces of artillery mounted, 
mostly naval 24s and 32s, of the old pattern. These batteries, mount- 
ing eight guns, had been placed just below the upper jetty lights, and 
two to command an imperfect obstruction, composed of logs and chains, 
near Mount Tirza. An attempt had been made to build an iron battery 
for this purpose, but so defective in design and position that I direeted 
it to be stopped. On the opposite side of the river, 14 miles from the 
city, Battery Saint Philip had been erected, well constructed, mounting 
eleven guns, but defective in the quality and caliber of its ordnance and 
in the location of proper protecting traverses from enfilade and even re- 
verse fire. On Confederate Point, to protect New Inlet, had been con- 
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structed the earthwork known as Fort Fisher. Here the skill, ingenuity, 
and perseverance of, successively, Maj. [John J.| Hedrick, of the ar- 
tillery, Maj. [R. K.] Meade, of the engineers, for a short time, and 
especially of Col. [William] Lamb, now commanding, and his men, 
have been signally displayed. The fortis a strong sea-coast work, partly 
casemated and partly barbette. It would not, however, be tenable for 
any length of time against a formidable land attack. Fort Caswell, 
commanding the main entrance, appeared to have had little or nothing 
done to increase its efficiency ; numerous guns of little or no efficiency 


~-had been crowded together without any protection by traverse or em- 


brasure for either guns or men. The advanced batteries nearest the 
bar previously arranged had from some unknown reason been leveled. © 
I regarded it, and still do, as one of the weakest points on the system. 
In the very important matter of river obstructions little had been done, 
nor had preparations been made for obstructing the approaches to the 
city in case of attack. Brunswick River is an important branch, form- 
ing the island known as Eagle’s Island, directly opposite the city, af- 
fording, out of fire, an easy access to the Upper Cape Fear River, and 
opportunity for an enemy in the lower river to destroy the Wilmington 
and Manchester Railroad Bridge and cut off all communications south 
of Wilmington. In this branch the only obstruction was a few rows of 
piles not protected by any effective fire. In the city itself, as if it was 
to be abandoned at the first appearance of a hostile gunboat, not a sin- 
gle work had been put up, though many admirable sites presented them- 
selves. On the gunboats the pestilence had stopped labor ; both were 
on the stocks and no provision whatever had been made or even pro- 
jected for saving them in case of disaster or providing for them during 
attack. During the two months’ grace the enemy have given us it is 
not for me to say what has been done to remedy the defects here stated. 
I have to give my warmest praise to the manner in which officers and 
men have labored day and night. Colonel Lamb and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gwathmey, of the Navy, Major Forrest, of the Navy (until his unfortu- 
nate illness), Major Young and Captain Andrews, and Captain James 
and Lieutenant Obenchain, of the Engineers, have been indefatigable 
with their excellent commands in strengthening the defenses. Their 
value, incomplete as they still are (necessarily from want of time, im- 
plements, and material), must shortly be tested. If they succeed, these 
officers and men should have great praise; if they fail, it is not their 
fault. I have now, in addition to the works, a movable column of a 
little more than 7,000 men, with five smooth-bore field batteries. Of 
these, all but Clingman’s brigade and two batteries have been furnished 
me from the defense of Charleston by General Beauregard, under com- 
mand of General Gist. I have stated too often the importance of this 
place to the country to repeat it here, but I will repeat what I have said 
before—that from here there is no route or retreat, and once taken by 
the enemy it cannot be retaken by the means belonging to the Confed- 
eracy. Strong diversions and powerful aid should be at once started. 
While we will do all we can do and will hold and defend the place while 
it is possible, every endeavor should be used to relieve it. The Charles- 
ton garrison ought not to be vainly sacrificed. epi: 

The above statement has been made because I think it is due to the 
officers and men of this army and to myself. The enemy are moving in 
very heavy force, and there is no time to be lost. 


spectfull 
PeneeP us W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier- General. 
54 R R—VOL XVIIL 
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JANUARY 15, 1863. 

General BEAUREGARD : , ’ 
G. W. [Smith] says the real attack is probably on Wilmington, with 
their whole force. He inquires how he can best aid me, whether by re- 
enforcing or falling on his reserve. The best way is the speediest junc- 
tion. Asks how many men I have and whetber I can withdraw if iron- 
clads pass the forts. I shall not withdraw except by order. If 50,000 
men are thrown on Wilmington you must stir up troops in the north. 
They ought to have hurried before this, unless they expect impossibili- 


ties. 
es W. H. C. WHITING. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., January 15, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 

Good plan attacking monitor is to board in small boats at night, 
throwing bottles burning fluid in tower and bags powder in funnel of 
chimney. , 

G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., January 16, 1863. 
Col. JoHN A. BAKER, 
Comdg. Forty-first [N. C. T. or Third] Cavalry: 


COLONEL: Impede the enemy’s advance by every device within your 
means; destroy all bridges in his route, however trifling. Keep on the 
alert, and as he draws nearer to our lines dispatch frequent couriers. 
Accustom your men to skirmish with his advance, to ambuscade, Se. 

Very respectfully, 


W. BO... WHITING; 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., January 16, 1863. 
General GusTAVuS W. SMITH, 
Commanding, Goldsborough : 


Scouts report just received. Still no enemy this side of Trent yes- 
terday or night before last, but very large force on opposite bank, 
inetd toward Kinston. Citizens report two regiments of Indians 
with them. 


W. H.C. WHITING. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 


fLichmond, Va., January 16, 1863. 
General GUSTAVUS W. SMITH, 


Goldsborough, N. C.: 
General Lee has placed Ransom’s division at your control. I tele- 
graphed you to that effect two days ago. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
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Rocky Mount, January 17, 1863. 

General S. CoopEr, 
Adjutant and Inspector-General : ' 


On 15th a large fleet left Beaufort, N. C., to attack Wilmington by 
water; also a large force (70,000) started by way of Swansborough to 
€o-operate with them by land. They are arming the negroes to gar- 
rison Washington, N. C. 
W. F. MARTIN, 
Commanding District of the Tar River. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., January 17, 1863. 
His Excellency ZEBULON B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina : 


Sir: Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, of your State, who is so favorably known 
to yourself, as indeed to the whole Confederacy, for his distinguished 
services with the army in Virginia, has, to the regret of the Depart- 
ment, been constrained to retire from his late command by ill health. 
He has consented for the present not to resign, but will be for a time 
at home in North Carolina. It has occurred to me that from the appre- 
ciation of the Department of his proven valor and skill it might be par- 
donable in me to suggest that in view of the dangers from the enemy 
now menacing your State the benefits of his counsel and co-operation 
might be obtained by you on conference with him. His deserved influ- 
ence with the people of North Carolina might prove advantageous in 
animating and encouraging them to effort and endurance, and his ex- 
perience and judgment give valuable suggestions as to the best mode 
of commanding and guiding the means of the State for defense. 

Trusting to be excused for the liberty of such suggestion, I have the 
honor to be, with very high consideration and esteem, most respect- 
fully, yours, 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, January 18, 1863. 


Colonel HARRISON, Commanding Outpost : 
Send the following order to Colonel Baker: 


Your dispatch of 10.30 p. m., 18th, received. Your outposts must not be too precip- 
itate. I want accurate information of the route and advance of the enemy. They 
must therefore neither fall back too far nor too rapidly. Advance by Tuckahoe, on 
the railroad, toward Kenansville should be communicated to the telegraph office 
there; on the Jacksonville road should be forwarded here. 


Mids Cp WHITLNG, 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 19, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
Sir: I have received your letter of the 13th instant inclosing one 
from General Smith and another from General Pryor. Jam pleased to 
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hear of the successful operations of the latter below Petersburg. _ I will 
~ gend some cavalry down when I can spare it. As he is operating In 
front of Petersburg I think he might be re-enforced by the regiment of 
which he speaks in that city or any other available troops near that 
place, leaving a sufficient garrison there. - 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
k. E. LEE, 
General. 


SE 


WILMINGTON, N. C., January 20, 1863. 
Governor VANCE: | 
Information just received would indicate a formidable movement of 


the enemy against this place or Goldsborough. Do what you can at 
Richmond to have troops sent south. 


( 
T. L. CLINGMAN. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., January 20, 1863. 
Major-General FRENCH, 
Commanding Division, Kenansville, N. C.: 


My DEAR GENERAL: I send you a map, in case you should have 
none at hand. My advanced post in Holly Shelter is at Island Creek, 
44 miles above the ferry at the railroad bridge, and fortified. On the 
Sound road my advance is about 17 miles from the city, also fortified, 

and additional works under construction as fast as possible. An ad- 
vance by the enemy in force by land will most probably come by the 
Sound road, for many reasons, but a column might come down the Holly 
Shelter. It would be all-important to prevent the position on the Sound 
road from being turned on my left, which they would undoubtedly try 
todo. It would become, then, a question of consideration, in case you 
support, whether you would move directly in Holly Shelter, crossing at 
Bannerman’s bridge (supposing the enemy did not burn it), or at South 
Washington, to fall in their rear, or march at once to the ferry and oper- 
ate from Island Creek in their front. My opinion inclines to the latter 
course for your troops, leaving to the main body, under the general 
commanding, to operate in the rear. In case the enemy adopt the plan 
of endeavoring to land somewhere between my advanced position and 
Confederate Point, the latter course suggested would undoubtedly be 
your best course and would, indeed, become very necessary to insure 
the security of Fort Fisher and the iron batteries from reverse attack. 
As any such movement of the enemy would undoubtedly be accompanied 
by a corresponding advance on the Sound road, which it would become 
necessary to check, I have directed the greater portion of the cavalry in 
advance, in case of being forced back, to retire on Kenansville. Their 
intelligence is communicated by both ways. They will, of course, come 
under your immediate control, and you will obtain information of the 
enemy’s movements sooner than I shall, and in time to adopt either 
alternative, as General Smith may direct. If their attack is ascertained 
to be really on Wilmington, and you have to cross the ferry, I would 
suggest that your force keep abreast and a little in advance of their 
motion to’enable you to take position on their front. To save trouble 
of correspondence, if you approve of these suggestions, I send a copy 
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of this note to General Smith, with whom you can consult by telegraph. 


My weakest point is the forts. The passage of them and occupation of 
the lower harbor will require new and different combinations. 
Very respectfully, Ps 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


~ WAR DEPARTMENT, C.S. A., 


Richmond, Va., January 20, 1863. 
GILBERT ELLIOTT, Esq., Halifax, N. C.: 


Str: Your letter of the 2d instant relative to the defenses of Roanoke 
River was referred to the Chief of Engineers, who replies that every 
exertion has been made to procure guns for the defense of that river. 
Four guns have been ordered to be sent, one of which is arifled, banded 
32-pounder. 

Respectfully, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF HAST TENNESSEE, 
Knoxville, Tenn., January 21, 1863. 
His Excellency Gov. ZEBULON B. VANCE: 

GOVERNOR: Inclosed please find an extract from a letter received this 
morning from Brig. Gen. W.G. M. Davis. From his statement I think 
the outbreak in Madison has been greatly exaggerated, and, as tele- - 
graphed you this morning, I think there is no present need of the State 
force called out by you. The outbreak has, I think, been suppressed, 
but an adequate force will be kept in the mountains as long as necessary 
for the protection of loyal citizens and their property. 

I am, Governor, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. HETH, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Greenville, Tenn., January 20, 1863. 


GENERAL: As I informed you by telegraph on yesterday, Captain 
Nelson has returned and reports that his company went into Laurel 
Valley, N. C., and had a brush with the tories, in which he killed 12 and 
subsequently captured 20. From information I have received from all 
quarters from men of intelligence and reliable character, I am satisfied 
there is no organization in the mountains of armed men banded together 
for the purpose of making efforts to destroy bridges or to burn towns 
or property of Confederate officers and soldiers. I think the attack on 
Marshall was gotten up to obtain salt, for want of which there is great 
suffering in the mountains. Plunder of other property followed as a 
matter of course. Col. [L. M.] Allen’s Sixty-fourth North Carolina Regi- 
ment and the men of his command are said to have been hostile to the 
Laurel men and they to the former for a long time—a kind of feud exist- 
ing between them. Of the men killed by Nelson’s cavalry ali but one or 
two were deserters from Colonel Allen’s regiment, They formed part of 
the expedition against Marshall and no doubt plundered Allen’s house. 
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There has been no [attack] made on parties traveling on the Asheville 
Scat the stage sal not test destroyed and no acts of hostility com. 
mitted that I can hear of but the plunder of Marshall and of Allen’s — 
house. The whole force that went to Marshall did not exceed 50 men. 
All the reports stating the existence of organized bands of armed men — 
numbering 300 or 400 are false beyond a doubt. The attack on Marshall — 
has given rise to wild rumors of organizations of armed tories through- 
out the mountains, bent on sacking towns and the plunder of loyal men. 
The reports, greatly magnified as they went to Raleigh, have no doubt | 
led the Governor of North Carolina to callon the Confederate Government 
for a protecting force. I think you can safely assure him that the mili- 
tia are not needed. 
* * * * * * * 
ry respectfully, your obedient servant 
Las aan ber W. G. M. DAVIS, 
Brigadier- General. 


RALEIGH, N. C., January 21, 1863. 


General [HENRY] HETH, Knowville, Tenn.: 
Yours received. Ihope you will not relax until the tories are crushed. | 
But do not let our excited people deal too harshly with these misguided 
men. Please have the captured delivered to the proper authorities for 
trial. 
Z. B. VANCE. 


_GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., [January] 21, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. 8S. G. FRENCH, Commanding : 


When Griffin’s cavalry arrives use such couriers aS may be necessary, 
but except in case of emergency I prefer that the regiment should be 
kept concentrated as much as possible and under the orders of General 
Robertson. A train has been sent to Tarborough for supplies. Get all 
you can from the country you are in. 

G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, January 21,1863. . 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


’ Secretary of War: 


_ My DEAR Sir: The reports from the front to-day are that the enemy 
in some force, exact numbers not known, was last night within 3 miles of 
Jacksonville, Onslow County—cavalry, artillery, and infantry; prob- 
ably the same force that appeared at Trenton some three days since. 

I have had no information through our secret agent in New Berne 
later than the 16th, which was received on the 18th. I am still clearly 
of the opinion that their forces at New Berne and Beaufort, &c., num- 
ber from 20,000 to 40,000. But our latest advices go to show that the — 
effect of the storm upon their iron-clads, the opposition to the procla- 
mation of Lincoln freeing the negroes, and the rapid retreat of Foster 
from this place in December have together caused great discontent and 
shaken the morale of their army. I suppose there is really some truth 
in these reports. That their plans have been interfered with to some 
extent is certain, and I think but for the disaster to the monitor and 
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the recent storms on the coast they would have been out in force before 
now. ; . 
There is at this time only one battery behind; it is expected to-night 


and is intended for Kinston, which place has been fortified since the 


recent raids, and the bridge rebuilt. I think Evans can now hold it for 


_ several days against almost any force that may be brought against it. 


He, however, calls loudly for re-enforcements upon any collision of the 
extreme pickets. His brigade has been recently strengthened by re- 
turning soldiers; some 500 or 600, I understand. 

Governor Vance sent me a copy of his order reorganizing the militia 
and offering to call them out whenever I wanted them. I sent him a 
telegram immediately asking him to order them out at once and when 
reorganized and ready for service to let me know. In the new shape 
they will probably be of some service. But he tells me that there is 
no law for the reorganization, and the whole subject will, I expect, be 
brought up for discussion in the Legislature. 

_ I have written Governor Vance, sending him copies of the letter of 
instructions to recruiting officers and of a recent order published from 

here in regard to deserters and all absent without proper authority, re- 
questing the Governor to issue a proclamation and appeal to the people. 

He told me when he was here on Sunday last that he would do so. The 

Governor has shown the utmost willingness to co-operate with us in all 

matters here affecting transportation, supplies, recruiting, and general 

efficiency of the command. 

General French is at Kenansville, Warsaw, and Magnolia, with Pet- 
tigrew’s, Ransom’s, and Cooke’s brigades. Daniel’s and Davis’ brigades 
are here. Robertson is covering the front. 

My forces in this part of the State, all told, amount to about 13,000. 
This does not include the garrison of Wilmington. There are fortifica- 
tions, with heavy guns, and one regiment of infantry at Weldon; one 
regiment at Hamilton and Greenville, besides the forces at Petersburg 
and the Blackwater. I shall endeavor to concentrate upon the enemy 
and beat them whichever way they may come. If their main attack is 
against Wilmington and the iron-clads don’t succeed in passing the forts 
we will, I think, beat them badly. It is a long line to defend; they are 
in very superior numbers, but we expect to win. My health is not as 
good as I would wish, but I won’t break down if they will only come on. 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, January 21, 1863. 
General SmitH, Goldsoorough : 
General FrencH, Magnolia: 

Enemy encamped last night 2 miles from Jacksonville; 1,000 cavalry, 
six pieces of artillery; said to be waiting for their infantry force, which 
is reported very large. Information comes from scouts and o eoe at 

hb nemy stopped. General Robertson at Jacksonville. 
Bria septne Seine W. H. OC. WHITING. 
JANUARY 22, 1863. 
Major-General 'RENCH: ; 
Report from the front states that the enemy has withdrawn from 
ille beyond White-Oak. 
See W. H. C. WHITING. 
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CONFIDENTIAL.] Came FREDERICKSBURG, January 23, 1863. 


Mr. Present: I have thought it my duty to give you all informa- 
tion in my possession which might enable you to form a correct esti- 
mate of the character of the principal officers of the army. I have 
thought this due to yourself and called for by the momentous contest in 
which we are engaged. In that spirit I inclose a letter from General 
Ransom addressed to General Chilton. It is without the knowledge 
of the former but with the assent of the latter. I beg you will make 
the same allowance for the feelings of the writer that Ido. He is evi- 
dently, as he states, smarting under a supposed degradation of position . 
cannot be supposed therefore to take the most favorable view of affairs, 
yet he narrated circumstances which if true are not calculated to cause 
anticipations of happy results. You have the means of obtaining 
information which I have not. I have no fear therefore of injustice 
being done to General Smith. Ihave not only the kindest feelings but 
have conceived the highest opinion of this officer, not so much from my 
own observation as from the estimate of all the officers under whom he 
has served. I confess, however, that the letter of General Ransom 
makes me more anxious that General Kirby Smith should be in com- 
mand in North Carolina, and as I fear you may find difficulty in chang- 
ing his assignment I have determined to write toyou. I think it prob- 
able that General G. W. Smith’s state of health makes him apprehensive 
of exertion or excitement, and a more quiet command may be necessary 
for his condition. Ifso, the service or position may require a change. 
It may be better, if General Kirby Smith cannot be obtained, that 
General Elzey should take the field and General Smith resume his posi- 
tion at Richmond. I had supposed that General Ransom would have 
liked the tour of duty in North Carolina, and I wished him to have had 
the opportunity of filling the ranks of his regiments. I am sorry it 
was found necessary to break up his division, though it was a small 
one. J was surprised to learn from General A. P. Hill on my return 
that the other two North Carolina brigades, Pender’s and Lane’s, which 
had been ordered off, were delighted at the suspension of their order. 
‘They did not wish to go to North Carolina. Please destroy General 
Ransow’s letter after perusal. 

Wishing you all health and happiness, I remain, with great esteem, 
your obedient servant, 

R. E. LEE. 


STATE OF NoRTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, N. C., January 24, 1863. 
General GusTAvUS W. SmIrH, Goldsborough, N. C.: 


My DEAR Srr: Yours, accompanying the orders, &c.,* received this 
morning. My proclamation will appear in the morning papers, and 
everything that I can do shall be done. I received information this 
morning from Wilmington that General Whiting had seized all the 
teams, hands, and boats belonging to the State salt agent and com- 
pletely stopped the works. This is a great calamity to our people to 
stop the making of 350 bushels of salt per day right in the midst of the 
pork-packing season. I can scarcely conceive of any such emergency 
as would justify it. A little trouble on the part of General Whiting’s 
quartermaster would have enabled him to press teams in the adjacent 
counties, and a requisition upon me for labor would have furnished as 


* Not found. 
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: much as he wanted, as was done with Colonel Stevens. Let me ask you 
to have these hands and teams restored to the agent, unless it be im- 


possible to supply their places in time. It is almost as important to 
ue State as the safety of the city, as our people cannot live without the 
salt. 
Most truly, yours, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., January 24, 1863. 


- Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. SMITH, 


Goldsborough, N. C.: 


GENERAL: I am in receipt of information from within the enemy’s 
lines which bears an appearance of probability. It is that they are now 
only waiting for favorable weather to attempt the reduction of the forts 
by the iron-clads, and that their main force will not march on this place 
until that shall be accomplished. Thedraught of theiron-clads is stated 
at 9 feet 2 inches. Their success will depend greatly on the weather. 
Supposing that they gain the entrance and harbor, entirely new com- 
binations will be necessary and the question becomes one of much diffi- 
culty. They will move their force by transports in that event, or at 
least the greater part of them, and will endeavor to secure a base upon 
the mainland either at Smithville or on the left bank, perhaps both. I 
have ordered a line of defenses from the river to the Sound between 
here and Fort Fisher on the other side. We have already the line rest- 
ing at Fort Saint Philip. Leaving out for the present the assault of the 
river by the iron-clads alone, the other side in Brunswick County, look- 
ing to the communication south and the security of the Upper Cape Fear 
River, becomes very important and forces may be required over there 
to hold them in check. Whether the iron-clads come up or not to en- 


‘deavor to cut the communication, we must be prepared with movable 


batteries to stop transportation. Your battery of 20-pounder Parrotts 
will be invaluable. Three more iron-clads—the Weehawken, Nahant, 
and Patapsco—are on their way to Beaufort. We must have as many 
of the heaviest guns as we can possibly get. Unless the submarine 
mortars can do something, I do not see how the iron-clads can be kept 
out, though we may stop the fleet. 
Very respectfully, 
W. H. C.:. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., January 24, 1863. 
Col. [WILLIAM] LAMB, 
Commanding Fort Fisher, N. C.: 

CoLONEL: A probable plan of the enemy will be the reduction of the 
forts by iron-clads preparatory to movement in force. From their in- 
vulnerability and the great range of their guns it is not likely that 
they can be much affected by your shot. You should endeavor to pre- 
serve your guns and men as much as possible from damage to enable 
you to stop the wooden vessels. Fire should be given very deliberately 
from your heaviest metal and the Whitworth upon the iron-clads. Sup- 
posing her to close her ports and come in, you should provide parados 
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or reverse traverses to keep your casemate batteries from being destroyed. 
[ will send some submarine mortars down to be placed on the keys, 
near Letel[?] Island. They may be of service. 


‘le ci W. H. ©. WHITING, 
Brigadier- General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Golding Place, January 25, 1863. 
Major HILL, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

A dispatch sent by Major Nethercutt to General Robertson (and 
brought here by mistake), dated 10 o’clock p. m. to-day. states that the 
enemy had passed Trenton on their way toward Kinston. Nothing is 
said as to the force. The cavalry had passed before Nethercutt wrote. 

JOHN A. BAKER, 
Colonel, Comdg. Forty-first North Carolina Infantry. 
[Indorsement. ] 
JANUARY 26, 1863. 
General SMITH: 


The above just received. 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


NAVAL COMMANDANT’S OFFICE, 
Wilmington, N. C., January 26, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 22d instant, 
and in compliance with its request inclose extract copy of my commu- : 
nication of 2d December, 1862.* : 
The threatening attitude of the enemy has confined me to this place, _ 
where we have great naval interests at stake; but ifthe men were fur-  — 
nished they might undergo preparatory training at the battery erected 
on the right bank of Cape Fear River for the protection of the iron-clad 
gunboats we are constructing, and, as part are drilled, detailed forthe 
movable batteries to which my letter refers. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W.. F. LYNCH, ¢ 
Flag- Officer. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, January 26, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War, Richmond : 

My DEAR SiR: Since writing you last I have visited Wilmington, 
Magnolia, and Kinston. ‘The fortifications at the former place are very 
strong and we will be enabled to make very effective resistance against 
an attack by land. With the troops from General Beauregard, General 
Whiting can hold them until our forces from Magnolia and this place 
can be brought to his relief. The matter to be apprehended at Wil- 
mington is the passage of the iron-clads past the forts, which would 


* No inclosure found. See letter from Lynch to Seddon, December 2, 1862, p. 789. 
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_ hot only give them the outer harbor but would seriously embarrass and 


endanger the defense of the city. Two 10-inch guns in addition to the 
one recently sent would add greatly to our chances against the iron- 
clads. These guns have been applied for. I hope that the Ordnance 
Department. will be able to furnish them. It is very important, and 
there is no time to spare. In placing the three brigades near Kenans- 
ville under Major-General French they are in position to move against 
the flank or rear of the enemy in case they attack Wilmington; can 
effectually prevent their turning General Whiting’s advanced position, 
which is on the Sound road, 16 miles from the town; and we can, if re- 
quired, move to the front on Trenton or take them in flank or rear if 
they move on Kinston. These three brigades are in good position to 
meet any movement of the enemy from New Berne or Beaufort on the 
south side of the Neuse. 

But the shortest and best road from New Berne to Kinston crosses to 
the left or north bank of the Neuse some 10 or 12 miles below Kinston. I 


_ Searcely think they will cross the river; if they do I have two brigades 


here ready to move by railroad toward Weldon, Kinston, or Wilming- 
ton, and will endeavor to beat them, let them come as they may. Rail- 
roads are an uncertain reliance; they will worry me out of my life yet I 
think. But I must say in simple justice to Mr. Whitford, president of 
the North Carolina and Atlantic Railroad, who was appointed Govern- 
ment agent of railroad transportation at this point by General Holmes, 
and of Mr. Harvey, his subordinate, that no men could be more willing, 
attentive, and obliging and none more efficient than they have shown 
themselves. At all hours, night and day, they have served me; within 
five minutes they were always ready to comply with any requirement of 
mine. The State of North Carolina owns two-thirds of the stock in all 
the railroads within the State except one, and has placed everything 
possible at my disposal. The only trouble heretofore has been in the 
condition of the roads and their fixtures. Colonel Wadley left here 
about two weeks ago for Charleston and told me that Mr. Whitford 
would represent him in his absence, and all has gone on smoothly until 
to-day. Mr. Whitford and his subordinate or assistant, Mr. Harvey, re- 
signed when Colonel Wadley first arrived here, but he urged them to 
retain their positions, which they consented to do, at least for the pres- 
ent. Iam informed that their arduous and valuable services have been 
rendered the Government without compensation. The communication 
from Quartermaster-General dispensing with Mr. Whitford’s services 
from the 20th instant has crippled me, as far as railroad transportation 
is concerned, for the present. At the moment Mr. Whitford’s note, a 
copy of which is sent herewith,* was handed me I received a telegram 
saying that the pickets reported the enemy advancing in force from 
Trenton upon Kinston. I immediately telegraphed you, and hope that 
the Quartermaster-General has reversed his action, or, if not, that in 
future he will consult with or notify me before taking a step so vitally 
affecting the interest and safety of my command. 

The works at Kinston are strong against attack from the south side 
and the enemy will find it a very different place to take from What it _ 
was before, even with the same force only there. 

The papers I sent forward in General Evans’ case (charges preferred 
against him by one of his colonels) I would like to have acted upon in 
some way. Please notice that General Evans had preferred charges 
against the colonel previously, a fact not known to me for some two 


* Not found. 
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I would suggest that the papers in the case be returned to me in order 
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weeks after the charges preferred against him by the colonel had be 
forwarded. If I had known that General Evans had preferred charg es 
against the colonel those of the colonel against him would not have been 
entertained until at least after the colonel had been tried, which trial 


I would have ordered at once. If nothing else can be done in the case 


that I may do something with them. 
The enemy have put on double guards around New Berne and Beau- 
fort, and our usual channels of communication with the interior of their 
lines have been cut off or delayed for ten days; but we continue to get 
information that their force and fleet are both large; that all prepara-_ 
tions have been made for a movement, and that there is much dissatis- 
faction in their army. 
I remain, very respectfully and truly, yours, +! 
; G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General. 


e 
? 
* 


[Indorsements.] 


Read and returned. The heavy guns asked for should be furnished 
as soon as practicable. 
J. ae 


The guns have been ordered as soon as those before directed for Vicks- 
burg and Atchafalaya shall have been furnished. 
J. A. S., 
Secretary. 


[JANUARY 26, 1863.] 
A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas it has been made known to me that a large number of soldiers. 
from our armies are absent from their colors without proper leave in 
this hour of our greatest need, and it is being confidently believed that 
a large majority of such were impelled to this by a natural and almost 
irresistible desire to see their friends and homes once more, after so long 
an absence, and not because of a cowardly determination to leave their 
brave comrades to share all the dangers and hardships of the field alone; 
and whereas Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, in command of the Department of 
North Carolina, by consent of the Secretary of War, has published an 
order declaring that all who may voluntarily return to duty by the 10th 
day of February next shalf be received into their several commands ‘ 
with no other punishment than a forfeiture of ‘their pay for the time 
they have been absent without leave; and declaring further that all 
who do not so return by the said 10th day of February shall, when ap- 
prehended, be tried for desertion and upon conviction be made to suffer 
death: 

Now, therefore, I, Zebulon B. Vance, Governor of the State of North 
Carolina, do issue this my proclamation to all soldiers from the State 
serving in the army of the Confederacy who are now illegally absent 
from their colors, commanding them to return to duty with their com- 
rades, and exhorting them to avail themselves of this opportunity of 
saving their friends from the disgrace and infamy which will cling ‘for- 
ever to the name of a deserter from his country’s cause and themselves 
from a felon’s death. Many, after carrying their country’s flag in tri- 
umph through various bloody conflicts and making for themselves a 
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name of which their children’s children might have been justly proud, 
have forfeited it all by absenting themselves at a moment when their 
own State is invaded and about to be desolated by a brutal, half-savage 
foe. Now is the time to reinstate themselves by a prompt return to 
duty. LIappeal to them to stand by their country yet a little lon ger, and 
not to sully by desertion the bright and glorious reputation of the State 
which they have helped to win on a hundred hard-fought fields ; and I 
appeal to all good and loyal citizens throughout the State to give their 
influence to induce these men to return. Let no one, unmoved by this 
appeal to his patriotism and honor, suppose that he can remain at home 
with impunity; the full powers of the State authorities, aided, if need 
be, by the Confederacy, shall be put in force to arrest him and bring 
him to punishment after the 10th day of February next, and there shall 
be no rest for the deserter in the borders of North Carolina. And let 
none excuse their desertion by declaring that they go home to take 
care of their families; they will add nothing to the comforts of their 
families by hiding like guilty men in the woods by day and plundering 
their neighbors by night; they only bring shame and suffering upon 
the heads of the innocent, and their little children, when gray-headed 
old men, will have the finger of scorn pointed at them and the bitter 
taunt will ring in their ears, ‘‘ Your father skulked in the woods 
to keep from fighting for his country.” The State is now trying to 
provide food for your families and each county is making a similar 
provision, and as your chief magistrate I promise you that the wives 
and children of the soldiers who are in the army doing their duty shall 
share the last bushel of meal and pound of meat in the State. Let 
every patriot in the land assist with all his influence in the execution of 
this proclamation and our victorious ranks will again be filled and our 
country soon be rid of the enemy. 

In witness thereof Zebulon B. Vance, our Governor, captain-general, 
and commander-in-chief, hath signed these presents and caused the 
great seal of the State to be affixed. Done at our city of Raleigh on 
the 26th day of January, in the year of our Lord 1863. 

Z. B. VANCE. 

By the Governor: 


R. H. BATTLE, JR., 
Private Secretary. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C.S. A., 
Richmond, Va., January 27, 1863, 


General D. H. HIL1, Charlotte, N. C.: 


The President desires to know if the command of the army in North 
Carolina would be acceptable to you? 
J.-A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


RIcHMOND, VA., January 27, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH: . 
General Smith has been called to this city. You will proceed with 


sible delay to Goldsborough and assume the command. 
the least possi y g 18 ae 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., January 28, 1863. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: Isend you a sketch* showing the lines about Wilmington. 
Though not of a formidable kind, yet, manned by brave troops, they 
will make a stout resistance. My last information, received this morn- 
ing from Beaufort, is that during the past week large bodies of troops 
have been moved by railroad from New Berne and put on board the 
transports, twenty or thirty of which have swung out into the stream 
preparatory to mooring. They are mostly sailing craft. There are no 
blockaders off the harbor this morning, which indicates that they have 
been called off to assist the transportation. Seven steamers from the 
southward arrived at Beaufort last Friday. My great trouble is the 
possibility of the monitors forcing their way in the outer harbor and 
destroying the forts, thus opening an easy and admirable base for their 
future operations against the city and the interior. The attack by land, 
if such is made, I do not fear, by reason of our advanced positions and 
the dispositions of his army by Major-General Smith; but the tremen- 
dous ordnance possessed by the enemy makes me apprehensive of the 
results of an action with the forts should wind and weather enable him 
to cross the bars. I have strengthened Fort Caswell by iron-clad case- 
mates; 450-pounder shot, however, are hard to fend off, either for forts 
or monitors. It is much to be regretted that a judicious system of 
obstruction has not been made for this important harbor during the 
two years past, time enough for executing any work of the kind. One 
similar to the Charleston boom (impracticable there) could readily have 
been placed and maintained here on the “keys” or inner bulkheads, 
near [Fort] Caswell and New Inlet, and in the narrow river near the 
city, where this would be invaluable. Such means of obstruction as I 
have been able to gather in the last two months I have employed; that 
is, scows laden with stone and two small vessels, the only ones to be 
had. Obstructions of this nature are objectionable here from the shift- 
ing nature of the bottom and the great extent of shoal. A channel is 
soon formed around them to restore the equilibrium which they disturb. 
Strong, open framework or chevaua-de-frise of timber, iron, and chain, 
which would not interfere with the water-way, is the best for this coast; 
but that is work for which I have not been able to find the time, the 
workmanship, or the material. The submarine mortars of General 
Rains may aid us. They are placed to the best of my judgment. 
Though the number of guns at [Forts] Caswell and Fisher is consider- 
able, their quality is bad and caliber small. Many of the rifle guns are 
not banded and not to be trusted. We have but one 10-inch gun 
and but one rifle as large as 42 in the district. I have great hopes in 
the inefficiency of the monitors at sea and in the difficulty of the chan- 
nel, A scoundrel of a pilot has managed to go over to the enemy in the 
past three weeks and is now on board their fleet. I cannot disguise the 
fact that the consequences of a successful passage will be very serious. 
In this respect I refer to my letter to the Secretary of War of Novem- 
ber 14 last, previous to my assuming command here, and to a consider- 
ation of the map of this section. Major-General Smith, being now in 
Richmond, will be able fully to inform the Department in this matter 
our views being, I am happy to say for my part, identical. 

Very respectfully, 
W. He Oo WHITING) 
Brigadier- General. 


* Not found. 
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WILMINGTON, N. C., January 28, 1863. 


Information received from Beaufort that during past week large 
bodies of troops have been moved from New Berne by railroad and put 
on board transports. Twenty transports loaded and swung out into 
the stream. They are mostly sailing vessels. : 

W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., January 28, 1863. 
Flag-Officer [W. F.] Lynou, 
Commanding C. S. Navy, Wilmington, N. C.: 


COMMODORE: Yours of yesterday relative to protection of the gun- 
boats is received. The subject of troops to support the batteries on the 
upper river has been duly considered for the disposition of the forces 
for the defense. It is not, however, thought necessary to post them 
immediately, their movement depending on contingencies which may 
or may not arise. No difficulty is anticipated in placing troops at that 
point. In the mean time every possible preparation in the way of ob- 
struction is recommended to be got ready. Combined with sinking of 
the Arctic, trees with the branches on held with chains will form a for- 
midable and easily-made obstacle. Very few obstructions, however, 


_ will be able to withstand the spring freshets, which in this river are 


very heavy. Ido not advocate the immediate obstruction of the river, 
but that preparations should be made for it. Positions and pits for 
riflemen should be selected and made in every suitable place. 
Very respectfully, 
W. H. O. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Salem, Va., January 28, 1863. 
His Excellency ZEBULON B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina: 


Srr: I desire to call your attention to a matter of much concern to 
the public interest. In order to enable the armies at Fredericksburg, 
Richmond, and other points having railroad communication with this 
section to obtain the necessary supplies of corn, &c., all the horses, 
mules, &c., of this department have been sent to a considerable distance, 
to be foraged until spring, from the line of this railroad (Virginia and Ten- 
nessee road). In thus distributing these animals, and after overstock- 
ing almost every part of Virginia, it became a matter of necessity to 
send some of them to portions of North Carolina, where both grain and 
long forage were abundant. But, unfortunately, there is a great indis- 
position on the part of people there to sell their produce for Confed- 
erate money at any price, and I desire to ask relief at your hands in the 
form of authority of some kind for impressment. This authority you 
can limit with sueh restrictions as will make it entirely certain that no 
injustice will be done to your people. If some step of this sort 1s not 
taken promptly, and we should be compelled in this portion of South- 
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western Virginia to bring the horses in the service of the Government 
back to this section, and thus consume the forage which is essential to 
the wants of our armies elsewhere, it is manifest that most serious detri- 
ment to the public service must occur. 

Knowing your disinterested patriotism, not only from your public 
character but also from a personal acquaintance which I had the pleasure 
of having while we were both members of the old Federal Congress, and 
your full and entire devotion to our cause (which is not the cause of a 
State, but of the whole South), I have taken the liberty of addressing 
you upon this subject. I shall forward this to you after having referred 
it for the consideration of the general commanding this military depart- 
ment. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


A. G. JENKINS, 
Brigadier-General. 


——_—_- 


Go.psBporouGH, N. C., January 28, 1863. 
General 8S. COOPER: 


I came up here this morning and assumed command. It is rumored 
the troops have embarked. It needs confirmation. 


8. G. FRENCH. 


. 


GoLpsBorouGH, N. C., January 30, 1863, 
General 8S. COOPER: 


General Whiting reports twenty-four regiments on transports at Beau- 
fort ready to sail, and 25,000 troops still in New Berne, under Sigel, to 
move by land. 

S. G. FRENCH. 


WILMINGTON, N. C., January 31, 1863. 
General Gustavus W. SmiTH, Richmond: 


A portion of the enemy’s fleet left Beaufort yesterday. Five steamers 
and seventeen transports passed Swansborough last night. Recollect 
that should they pass below me, either to feint or make a real attack on 
Charleston, Beauregard may recall his troops. Their presence, or at 
least an equal number, should be always here, and if you supply their 
place you must have more from the North. Sigel is at New Berne with 
(reported) twenty-five regiments. Greater part of the force at Morehead 
City and on board transports. 

W. H. ©. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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Abstract from Return of the Department of North Carolina, commanded by Maj. Gen. 8. G. 
French, for January, 1863. 
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Abstract from Keport of the Troops of the District of the Cape Fear, commanded by Brig. 
Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, for January 31, 1863. 
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Organization of Troops in the District of the Cape Fear, commanded by 
Brig. Gen. W. H. 0. Whiting, for January 31, 1863. . 


GENERAL GIST’S DIVISION.” 


Brigadier-General Clingman’s Brigade. Colonel Colquitt’s Brigade. 
8th North Carolina. 46th Georgia. aa 
31st North Carolina. 7th Battalion South Carolina Volun- 
51st North Carolina. teers. . 
61st North Carolina. 16th South Carolina. 
24th South Carolina. 
Colonel Wilson’s Brigade. 25th South Carolina. 
Culpeper’s light battery. 
25th Georgia. , 
29th Georgia. Colonel Harrison’s Brigade. 
30th Georgia. i 
Humphry Troop. 32d Georgia. 
Detachment artillery. 47th Georgia. 
Preston’s, [W. C., South Carolina] light 4th Louisiana Battalion. 
battery. Adams’, [Z. T., North Carolina] light 
Waties’ light battery. battery. 4 
Paris’, [A. B., Virginia] light battery. i 
MISCELLANEOUS. ; 
Unattached. City Garrison. ’ 
41st North Carolina (cavalry). Company F, Tenth Regiment North Car- % 
Fort Caswell (six companies). olina Troops. ‘ | 
Fort Fisher (nine companies). Company B, Sixty-first Regiment North ; 
Fort Johnson (two companies). Carolina Troops. 
- Fort Saint Philip (four companies). Captain Buie’s two-companies North Car- 
olina Troops. 
Clark Artillery. 
City and River Defense. 
Unattached. 
Lieut. Col. [C. E.] THORBURN command- 
ing. 3d Battalion North Carolina Artillery. 
10th Battalion North Carolina Artillery. Signal Corps. 
Fort French (one company). 
Light-House Battery (one company). Bridge Guard. 


Detachment Capt. Bradberry’s company. 


. 


Abstract from Field Return of Troops, Maj. Gen. A. Elzey commanding, for February 1, 
1863 (headquarters Richmond, Va.). 


Present for] 3 =I r= 
duty. & S aes 
2 g | ge 
4 | 2 | 88 
Command. £# © oe 
© A * ya 
o 3 i] 
a b oo oS 
3 6 2 os 
5 S x S 
So =| 2) of Ep 
| So) & 0) on 
‘s) a | 4 4 
PERM Cron OPAUe WiiGRisen oko e cal age ocsidhes-conccatccnsstuact 161 | 2,002] 2,115] 2,503] 3,445 
OOM PER PO eva cebsinaticccs «cceuneameccend eeadas 9 Y : 
ste cteeeeee 25 322 888 432 10 
WenthectOtucwacnet ss -.cncsracecnessasaecce 9 
AOE 2G 2 EN a aa alee ahaa eieebal beep ta COCA 82 1,428 | 1,588 1,879 2,319 
OK RAO ESPON Us ounce cine bale caulecas seusecadiocncccendennus 33 00 908 ib 153 
5 Rapenind sicio s 5/0 siaisieiciels s'eJne\0 seis ign < one t empaem tn icicis , 15 
Maj. F. W. RUREV ACR ote oratel esis Sb! sin kis Wikia em = 61e,sivib'e uw diy a eel barat eee 16 246 322 365 385 
Grand total......+--00+s2sseesneeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeereees 317 | 4,682) 5,113 | 6,087| 7,812 
tox 


* it 4 5 , 
Psst: leaves it in doubt whether any or all bri gades given below constitute this 


Cnap.XXX.]_ _ CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 867 


. 7 . FEBRUARY 2, 1863. 
General Gustavus W. Situ, Richmond: 

I think the attack on Savannah can only be a feint by gunboats to 
draw troops from North Carolina; impossible they can mean otherwise 
with the very large force at New Berne and Morehead City. Take care 


that troops are not withdrawn from here. Wilmington and Charleston 


are now worth ten Savannahs, especially in view of our late naval suc- 
cess. Let us secure this place until the gunboats are done beyond per- 
adventure. 


W. H. C. WHITING. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, N. C., February 2, 1863. 
General W. G. M. Davis, Warm Springs, N. C.: 


Sir: Yours, giving an account of operations in your command in the 
mountains of this State, has been received. The result is quite satisfac- 
tory, and I am especially pleased to learn that there appears to be no 
regular organization of enemies to the Government in that country. I 
was loath to believe so, and from the first was of the opinion that the 
raid was only for plunder and that the whole matter was probably ex- 
aggerated. I hope now that quiet and order are restored in that region, 
and have to return you my thanks for the very prompt and energetic 
aid afforded by your command in producing this state of things. Iwas 
fearful in the great excitement prevailing among our people that the 
misguided people of Laurel might be dealt too harshly with, and warned 
the officers to be civil and just. I was therefore sorry to learn this 
morning that Colonel Allen had hanged several of the captured pris- 
oners. I hope this is not true, as it would be much better to have them 
dealt with by the law. In regard to running them into Kentucky I ap- 
prove of the plan, provided they desire to go.: I would not wish, how- 
ever, to exile the women and children or old men if they desire to re- 
main, as the law ought to be strong enough to keep them in subjection. 
I hope Colonel McElroy will take proper steps to prevent the escape of 


- his prisoners. 


With sentiments of regard, I am, sir, your obedient servant, — 
Z. B. VANCE. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., February 3, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. [W. H. C.] WHITING: 

General Beauregard expects an early attack on Charleston. Send 
him one of the brigades he forwarded you—Gist’s, if you can spare it. 
Hold another ready to be forwarded. I will telegraph General French 
at Goldsborough as far as practicable to re-enforce you. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, C., S. A., 
Richmond, Va., February 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. [S. G.] FRENCH, Goldsborough, N. C.: 
General Beauregard expecting early attack at Charleston, I must re- | 
turn the troops sent by him to Wilmington. I order one brigade to be 
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forwarded at once and another to be held in readiness for transporta- 

tion. You must re-enforce General Whiting as far as you can venture 

.to weaken your line. 
ane J. A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War. 


— 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., February 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. [S. G.] FRENCH, ; 
Goldsborough, N. C.: 

My DEAR GENERAL: The question of traverse against reverse fire at 
[Forts] Fisher and Caswell has already been amply provided for. An- 
other heavy casemate has been erected at Fisher, a little to the right of 
the detached battery Bolles. Were my guns of heavier caliber I should 
be much at ease as to that work. When the 10-inch columbiads get as 
far as Goldsborough push them through. At Fort Caswell, which was 
the weakest point of the system, I have six guns in iron casemates of 
good construction. With a little more time will have the whole channel 
guns iron-covered. Heavy sand traverses separate them. On the re- 
verse faces most of the guns looking inward have been placed on the 
cornice-way, for fire on the anchorage, and their place terre-plein occu- 
pied by huge traverses, which defilade the reverse of the casemates and * 
cover the citadel. The casemates in the channel fronts also cover the | | 
citadel. Guns of the heaviest caliber are also mounted there. In Bruns- } 
wick River strong obstructions have been placed, covered by astrong bat- . 
tery, 14 miles below Fort French upon a high hill. The railroad bridge to 
Wartherton [Lumberton] Railroad is covered by a battery of three 24- 
pounders and by rifle-pits. [Stve. The railroad bridge over the Lumber 
River is covered by a battery of three 24-pounders and by rifle-pits.] 
The bluffs in the city from old Robert Brown’s house, near the ship- 
yard, down to Frolick’s sword factory, below the foundery, are occupied 
by several strong batteries. Another above the Wilmington and Weldon 
Railroad Wharf commands the thoroughfare. The movements of the 
enemy puzzle me. Unless they are gone mad they cannot mean to at- 
tack Savannah. It could have no possible effect on the war if they 
were to take it. Wilmington, Charleston, or Mobile is worth forty 
Savannahs to us and to them. They may mean to try and withdraw 
troops from here and North Carolina for they still have a very heavy 
force at Beaufort; but that should be resisted. I fear Beauregard will 
take alarm and recall his troops from here. I have let G. W. [Smith] 
know my views on the matter. ° Nothing new this morning. Heavy gale 
of wind from northward. 

Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 


Wilmington, N. C., February 3, 1863. 
Colonel GoRGAS, oat ee oe 


Ohief of Ordnance, Richmond, Va.: 

COLONEL: I wish to call your attention to the necessity for guns of 
the heaviest caliber within the means of the department for the success- 
ful defense of this place. T learn with great pleasure that one 10-inch 
columbiad is now on its way. One more is absolutely necessary. The 
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heavy rifled guns for the Navy gunboats ought, if possible, to be sent 
forward, as they might be mounted until required on board. I presume, 
however, that your Department has nothing to do with them. Secretary 
Mallory offers the co-operation of the Navy in guns and men. No doubt 
your recommendation to the founderies on the importance of completing 
these guns would hasten them. The vital points of the Confederacy 
now are Richmond, Wilmington, Charleston, Mobile, and Vicksburg. 
Let us hold these, and whatever else goes we are safe. 
Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., February 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. SMITH, 
Commanding Department : 

GENERAL: I need not urge upon you the necessity of our having here 
aS many heavy guns as we can get; the heavier the better. Please to 
urge it upon the Department. Iam happy to learn that a 10-inch colum- 
biad is on the way. One more of the caliber is absolutely needed and I 
hope may be procured. I prefer the 10-inch smooth-bore to rifle-guns 
as against iron-clads. We can use the 120-pound bolt in them with 
effect. In the mean time, taking the offer of the Secretary of the Navy, 
the heavy guns and ammunition destined for the gunboats building here 
should be sent forward at once. Pending the completion of the boats 
they can be placed in battery to do effective service. Colonel Stevens 
has sent me an engineer experienced in submarine galvanic batteries. 
If we can arrange the material I am sure there is no better locality for 
such than this, and to blow up one or two monitors is perhaps the best 
and cheapest way to procure a few 15-inch guns. I shall send this 
officer (Lieut. [Henry] Bolton) to Richmond to get up the machinery. 
Please to give him your countenance and recommend the matter to the 
attention of the Secretary of War. Richmond, Wilmington, Charleston, 
Mobile, and Vicksburg are five vital and most important points to our 
country and cause. Hold them, no matter what else goes, and the re- 
public is safe. In this view I cannot regard expeditions and attacks 
upon places of minor importance as other than feints to draw off forces 
from the defense of those positions, unless, indeed, the enemy is struck 
with judicial blindness and does not know what we know. I hope that 
their security will be placed beyond peradventure, first, by the posting 
of a sufficient permanent garrison or infantry force for any sudden de- 
scent of the enemy—this to be always on hand; and, secondly, by the 
system you have adopted in your command of a movable army, which 
can actin any part of the department according to circumstances. Here 
now I have no more than are absolutely necessary; yet this garrison, 
withdrawn from the next southern department, is liable to be recalled 
and leave Wilmington open. I beg you will urge what I have so often 
brought forward—the necessity of the presence here of a movable col- 
umn of my own, ready to act either upon a land or sea approach or 
both, until relief should come from your corps @armée. Many previous 
letters set forth and explain this necessity by reference to the topo- 
graphical features of this district. 

_ Mery respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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, HEADQUARTERS, 
Goldsborough, N. C., February 3, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. SMITH, 
Richmond, Va. : 

DEAR Sir: If the information be true that the iron-clads (monitors) 
are now at Port Royal, and that some thirty transports and a number 
of gunboats have left Beaufort and gone south, I think the attack on 
Wilmington is abandoned, if it was ever seriously entertained. Now, 
it appears to me the United States Government has two great objects 
in view—first, the capture of Richmond, and, second, the opening of 
the navigation of the Mississippi River by the reduction of Port Hud- 
son and Vicksburg. Taking this for granted, and that unless they 
think their army ample for the accomplishment of the first, might we 
not suppose that the forces under General Foster, now at Beaufort, may 
when the proper time arrives embark and proceed up the James River? 
In this case we would have no knowledge of his movements, or rather 
destination, until he showed himself on the banks of the river, all the 
coast being in the enemy’s possession, If they sail south it appears to 
me they would go to the Mississippi rather than waste their strength in 
attacking minor points. It may be, however, that they may land near 
Savannah. I write this to call your attention to the unprotected state 
of the James River, and to say that as soon as ever I find positively 
that the fleet have sailed I wish to move a part of my forces toward 
Petersburg. If you deem these suggestions worthy of consideration 
you may forward this letter to the War Department. 

Yours, very truly, 


S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Indorsements.] 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, Va., February 6, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded as requested for the information of the Secre- 
tary of War. 
G. W. SMITH, 
* Major-General, Commanding. 


RICHMOND, VA., February 6, 1863. 
Respectfully referred to the President. 
J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. ‘ 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 


The suggestion of forces in position to defend the approach of James 
River is worthy of attention. Ifthe enemy has gone toward the south 
the destination is most probably the coast of South Carolina, and requires 
that Charleston and the railroad to Savannah should be covered with 
a larger force than heretofore. There are many reasons to anticipate 
an attempt against Charleston, and the inducements to capture any 
other point on the coast south of Wilmington are so small that a concen- 
tration of force is clearly indicated at Charleston and on its approaches. 
There should be simultaneously the greatest activity in Eastern North 
Carolina, and coupled with military operations there should be vigorous 
and well-directed efforts to get out the supplies of forage and subsist- 
ence remaining in that region. 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
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4 - General Gustavus W. Smit: 


Would it not be well to send from troops around Goldsborough fur- 

_ ther re-enforcements to Wilmington and forward thence all the force 

that can possibly be spared for defense of Charleston? I do not appre- 

hend attack on Petersburg or Richmond, nor do I see how, consistently 

_ with the other objects referred to by the President, forces can be drawn 

back in this direction. All subsistence supplies that are attainable 
should be collected and sent from North Carolina to this city. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RicHMOND, VA., February 10, 1863. 
Respectfully referred to General French, calling his attention to the 
indorsements of the President and Secretary of War. 
G. W. SMITH, 
Major-General, 


[FEBRUARY 3-6, 1863.—For correspondence between President Davis, 
the Secretary of War, and General Lee, in reference to re-enforcements 
from Army of Northern Virginia for North and South Carolina, see 
Series I, Vol. XIV, pp. 759, 762-764, 766. ] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, February 4, 1863. 
General BEAUREGARD, Charleston, S. C.: 

Dispatch received from Secretary of War ordering me to send you a 
brigade and to hold another in readiness. Troops will accordingly 
move to-day, as fast as transportation will admit, commencing with 
Colquitt’s brigade. Has been a smash on the railroad. Charleston 
mail not in. What news from the enemy? Are they threatening 
Charleston? Do you want Gist? Do not think the enemy intend 


Savannah at all. 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General. 


[FEBRUARY 4-7, 1863.—For Beauregard to Whiting, see Series I, Vol. 
XIV, pp. 762, 764, 767, 768.] 


RICHMOND, VA., February [March ?] 5, 1863. 


Lieutenant-General LONGSTREET, 
Commanding, &e.: 

GENERAL: The Secretary of War requested me to write to you and 
say that he desires you to have a close reconnaissance made of Suffolk 
with the view of attacking and carrying it, if you think it advisable 
and it can be done with advantage. If, however, the works are found 
too strong, he does not propose to carry it out. I think you had better 
come over and see him yourself if you sie Pei Tee 

; and respectfull our obedient servant, 
Yor trely Z re ARNOLD ELZEY, 
Major-General. 
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WILMINGTON, February 7, 1863. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 
Have sent General Beauregard two of his brigades. If I send more 
off must have another brigade here. 
W. H. C. WHITING, 


Brigadier-General. 


RicumonpD, VA., February 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. 8. G. FRENCH, 
Commanding, Goldsborough, N. C.: 

My DEAR GENERAL: Inclosed I send the map of fortifications of 
New Berne and the description accompanying it, and also inclose mem- 
oranda of roads furnished by Colonel Pool and another by two of my 
staff officers.* Your suggestions in regard to the probability of attack 
by the James and the possible necessity for a prompt move in this 
direction are in accordance with my own views of the probable contin- 
gencies that must be anticipated. I have long thought that the whole 
organization of my command ought to be rearranged, and looked to 
the chances of my being permanently assigned as major-general to com- 
mand Richmond and its immediate defenses, in which case I hoped to 
have had Daniel’s and Davis’ brigades as part of the permanent garri- 
son here as before, and perhaps to have you again at Petersburg; not 
in my command, but as a neighbor, closely identified with the defense 
of Richmond, and that our friend, General Pettigrew, if not promoted 
would be with you. Of course it was taken for granted that active op- 
erations in North Carolina would require the presence of a commander 
of higher rank than a division commander, and as J had made up my 
mind not to serve under any of the lieutenant-generals who were my 
juniors as major-generais it was tolerably clear to my mind that I would 
have to retire from that field before the struggle was over. It seems 
that the Government first intended to send E. K. Smith and then D. 
H. Hill to command, but something went wrongand * * * to have 
Settled down upon the * * *, excepting Iwas toremaininthe * * * 
in Goldsborough. I have to-day [determined] to send in my resignation, 
and thus * * * my plans at least for the present. 

To yourself and General Pettigrew and all the officers and men of 
your command I tender my best wishes. May success and prosperity 
always attend you. To-day I am not in the mood to write, even if I 
had time.t 

I remain, very truly, your friend, 


ev 


G. W. SMITH. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, { ADIT. AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 

No. 32. j Richmond, Va., February 7, 1863. 

* * * * *% * * 
XXX. Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill is assigned to the command of the troops 
in the State of North Carolina, and will report by letter to Maj. Gen. 
G. W. Smith, in this city. 

* * _ * * * ® 
By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO, WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


t Portions of original illegible. 


* Not found. 


cna. XXX.]_ CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 873 


. RiIcHMonD, VA., February 8, 1863. 
General FRENCH, Goldsborough, N. 0.: © 


General Whiting has been telegraphed to return to General Beaure- 
gard all the force received from his command. 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


os 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., February 10, 1863. 
Col. [H. L.] BENBow, 
Commanding Brigade, Sudberry, N. C.: 


COLONEL: Your brigade will take the position at Sudberry lately 
occupied by Colonel Havrrison’s brigade. You will complete the works 
commenced and indicated by the engineer officers. You will examine 
the dispatches brought from the front by couriers from the outposts, 
and learning their contents forward them to me by telegraph. Persons 
passing in the direction of the enemy are required to have a special 
pass from these headquarters. Market carts and provisions are allowed 
to pass the lines. You will reconnoiter and make yourself thoroughly 
acquainted with the vicinity of your post, its approaches, and defenses, 
and require all your mounted officers todo the same. Cause strict dis- 
cipline to be maintained; drills, parades, and all camp duties to be reg- 
ularly and properly performed. You are required to protect private 
property from depredation. 

Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., February 10, 1863. 


His Excellency ZEBULON B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina: 

Sie: In the present state of the roads, and with the deficient means 
of transportation afforded by the railroads, the subsistence of General 
Lee’s army is seriously endangered and may become actually dependent 
on the means of commanding the forage and provisions which have 
been and are now being collected by the Bureaus of this Department in 
your State. The vital importance of the subject will, I trust, excuse 
me in your estimation for invoking your attention to the subjoined 
copy of a telegram just received from Colonel Wadley, the agent of the 
Government for railroad transportation, and asking your co-operation 
with him in so managing and controlling the transportation on the 
line of roads within your State as to render them most efficient in for- 
warding promptly and regularly the supplies so essential to our main 
army. Colonel Wadley or his leading assistant is now in Raleigh, and 
will gladly avail himself of the privilege of conferring with you on your 
call, and I would bespeak your favorable consideration of the sugges- 
tions his experience may ae an 

ith high esteem, most respectfully, yours 
TER ME 110 -§. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
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[Inclosure. ] 


RALEIGH, February 10, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
Everything is in the utmost confusion on the North Carolina Rail- 
road, and [ can get no satisfactory answer from the Wilmington and 
Weldon road about transportation ofcorn. The State holds a controll- 
ing interest in both. Cannot some arrangement be made with the Gov- 
ernor by which a more efficient management can be had ? 
Ww. M. WADLEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 

Goldsborough, N. C., February 12, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War: 

Str: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
10th instant, inclosing a-letter written to you by Maj. C. S. Carrington 
in relation to forage at Tarborough and the sources from which I am to 
draw supplies for my forces. I have had many years of experience in 
the quartermaster’s department, and foreseeing last summer that the 
Army of the Potomac would have to depend on the supplies from North 
Carolina, gave implicit instructions to all my quartermasters accord- 
ingly. Before the crop was ripe enough to shell I ordered it to be brought 
in the shuck in box cars, and from that time to the present have sent it 
forward to Petersburg and Richmond as fast as cars could be procured. 
The quartermasters at Weldon and Tarborough have been furnished by 
me with every means necessary to collect the forage, but the greatest 
difficulty I have had to encounter has been with the railroad companies. 
I have caused many letters to be written and have had interviews with 
the officers asking their aid to get the forage out of the country, and 
have gone so far as to impress trains to send grain to your city. Several 
weeks since I directed Captain Venable to force the cars, whenever they 
were about to return empty from Weldon to Petersburg, to proceed to 
Halifax for grain for the Army of the Potomac. In a letter addressed 
to W. T. Joynes some time since I earnestly solicited his aid as president 
of the Petersburg and Weldon Railroad in this matter, and have urged 
this also on Colonel Frémont of the Wilmington and Weldon Railroad. 
Storehouses have been built and large wagon trains sent to Tarborough 
by my orders to secure grain; and I was not before aware that Major ‘ 
Carrington had much control over these supplies, which have claimed 
the particular attention of my chief quartermaster as well as myself. 
Without exception, I have always directed that supplies for all commands 
should be drawn from the surrounding country, except on the Black- 
water and other extreme frontier lines, when they were required, as far 
as possible, to forage within the lines of the enemy. I am apprehensive 
that Major Carrington is not well informed respecting the resources of 
the State, or he would not have thought it possible for the troops south 
of Goldsborough to find supplies in that part of the country. I am get- 
ting all that can be found, especially from Sampson County; but there 
is only a little that can be purchased. In Onslow County some could be 
found, but it will all be required for the cavalry on duty there before the 
crop of oats mature. Before the receipt of your letter I ordered General 
J.J. Pettigrew with his brigade to march via Greenville to Washington 
County to drive the enemy out of the town of Plymouth and from the 


VP 
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counties adjoining Washington, so as to enable us to get the supplies out 
of that part of the State and to give protection to the people and induce 
them to plant largely for the coming season. A force has also been sent 
into Bertie County for a similar purpose, and to operate in Gates and 
Chowan Counties. The people of the eastern part of the State have some 
cause of complaint for want of protection, because the small force I have 
had in my command precluded my advancing them far east of the rail- 
road. Now for the first time I have an available force to send east and 
attack the enemy and give some protection to the citizens. To-day finds 
the enemy not advanced a foot from where he was in July last, when I 
was placed in charge of this department. I inclose with this a letter 
from the quartermaster at Tarborough in reply to one from my chief 
quartermaster. You may rest assured I shall draw all my supplies as 
far as possible from the surrounding country. The requirements for 
Wilmington are 10,000 bushels per month. 
Yours, very respectfully, 
; S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[FEBRUARY 12, 1863.—For Beauregard to Whiting, see Series I, Vol. 
XIV, p. 774.] é 


Navy Department, ©. S. A, 
Richmond, Va., February 13, 1863. 


His Excellency ZEBULON B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C.; 

Str: Iam informed by Flag-Officer Lynch that there are at Lawrence- 
burg, N. C., 4,224 bars, or about 707 tons, of railroad iron, and that all 
operations upon the extension of the railroad beyond that point have 
been suspended and will not be renewed during the war. [I have the 
honor to request that this iron may be turned over to this Department 
to be rolled into plates for protecting the gunboat and battery under con- 
struction on the Roanoke River. The iron will be paid for at its market 
value, or the Department will agree to return it six months after a dec- 
laration of peace. All efforts made to obtain iron in North Carolina 
and elsewhere have failed, and I beg leave to urge upon your consider- 
ation the expediency of turning over the lot of iron referred to, with the 
understanding that it will be used exclusively for plating gunboats and 
batteries now nearly ready for it in your State. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. R. MALLORY, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


FREDERICKSBURG, February 13, 1863. 
General S. COOPER: 
I think a division under Ransom, as well as I can judge at this dis- 
tance, can he sent. I refer to my letters to the President and Secre- 


tary. 
R. BE. LEE, 
General. 


[FEBRUARY 13, 1863.—For Seddon to Whiting, see Series I, Vol. 
XIV, p. 776.] 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Fredericksburg, February 14, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: easy : 
: I think it proper to report, for the information 0 e Depart- 
ar that I have Hinabvetl this morning a letter dated Heathville, 10th 
instant, from Lieut. C. Littleton Upshur, signing himself enrolling offi- 
cer, stating that on the 9th and 10th transports of the enemy loaded 
with troops, horses, &c., passed down the Potomac. I do not know 
Lieutenant Upshur, but he states that he is directly on the river and 
can see all their movements. If they are anything more than conva- 
lescents returning to their commands south I think it probable they 
are re-enforcements for General Foster. I do not think that they were 
embarked at Aquia Creek, inasmuch as I have received a letter of the 
same date from a scout watching that position in which he states that 
a large number of the enemy is encamped at that point, and no men- 
tion is made of embarkation or transports. Other scouts on the Poto- i 
mac have as yet reported no passage of troops down that river. 
Capt. E. P. Bryan, signal officer, whom I had directed to cross over into 
Maryland for the purpose of watching the Potomac on that side, I fear 
may not now be on that duty, as an order has been received here (Spe- 
cial Orders, No. 20, Paragraph XX, Adjutant and Inspector General’s > 
Office) directing him to report to General Beauregard, and he may have 
reported accordingly without my knowledge. 
T have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
kh. EK. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 14, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: After dispatching my letter to you this morning I received in- 
formation from one of my scouts on the enemy’s left that a small steamer 
with troops had on Sunday passed down the Potomac; that since that 
time seven large steamers and five or six transports, towed by the 
steamers and laden with troops, had also descended the Potomac. 

On the 11th and 12th instant no movements had been observed. 

This evening I received information from scouts on the enemy’s right 
up to the 12th instant. Two report that the Ninth Army Corps of Gen- « 
eral Hooker’s army had embarked at Belle Plains and sailed for Suf- 
folk; that a large fleet of transports was at Aquia Creek, and there was 
other evidence of a general move. Their cavalry had been withdrawn 
from the Spotted Tavern and Hartwood Church toward the railroad, 
leaving pickets in their stead. Sigel’s corps is still at Stafford Court- 
House. Three brigades had reached Washington. The intantry at 
Union Mills Ford (Bull Run) were leaving for Washington, and the 
cavalry for Stafford Court-House. Prisoners captured by General 
Hampton report that General Hays, with three regimeuts of infantry, 
seven pieces of artillery, and a squadron of cavalry, was to leave Union 
Mills Ford yesterday for Washington. 

I have directed General Pickett’s division to march to-morrow for 
Richmond and General Hood’s division to be held in readiness. One 
of the scouts reported that it was the Second Army Corps which had 
embarked for Suffolk. Although it is stated that their destination is 
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Suffolk, should no other troops follow I think it probable that this 


corps is intended to re-enforce their army in South Carolina; but should 
its real destination be Suffolk, General Pickett’s division will be ample 
to resist it. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
Rk. HE. LER, 
General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, C.S. A., 
Richmond, Va., February 15, 1863. 
General R. BE. LEE: 

I subjoin a telegram just received from General Pryor; likewise the 
closing paragraph of a telegram by order of General French, at Golds- 
borough, calling for large supplies of ammunition. I consider the latter 
the result of similar intelligence from General Pryor. I doubt the New- 
port News report. Have you information to determine it? Would you 
advise delay in sending troops to Charleston from North Carolina ? 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


FRANKLIN, Va., February 14, 1863. 
Two persons from Norfolk Thursday (one a lady and the other a gentleman), where 
there had been no concert, inform me that thirty-six regiments landed at Newport 
News Wednesday. They say it is Hooker’s army. Within the past week Suittolk 


largely re-enforced. 
ROGER A. PRYOR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
An attack is expected here. 


Meaning at Hamilton, N. C. 
[Je Ans) 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, C.S. A., 
Richmond, Va., February 15, 1863. 
General R. E. LEE: 

General French telegraphs that he must, on the call of General Pryor, 
send re-enforcements to him. General Davis with a brigade is ordered. 
A brigade has also been ordered from Wilmington to Charleston. Colonel 
Tabb reports considerable fleets of steamers and transports at mouth 
of James River as coming from a reliable source. The President thinks 
you had better move an adequate force at or toward Hanover Junction 
to aid here if required. 

J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


; War DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., February 15, 1863. 


General R. E. LEE, Commanding, &e.: 

Srr: I send you herewith full copies of the telegram from General 
French and letter from Colonel Tabb, to which I have referred in a tel- 
egram I have just sent you.* In the letter you will perceive a mistake, 
either in regard to the York or James River. I concluded in my tele- 
gram that.the James was meant in both places, though it may be well 
doubted if the York, as first named, was not designed throughout. It 
matters not, however, as the danger could not be materially different in 


* Not found. 


878 j NORTH CAROLINA AND 8. E. VIRGINIA. [Cuar. XXX. 


the event of a landing in force on either. I cannot believe that a serious 
blow at this city is contemplated at this season, and if the approach is” 
to be from the York River I am satisfied it will not be ventured. Still, 
it is well to be guarded fully and in time, and the President thinks if 
you do not apprehend immediate attack, which, with the present state 
of the roads he does not think practicable, that you had better move 
what you may deem an adequate force to protect this city in supporting 
distance, say at Hanover Junction. We have not, I fear, more than 
some 3,000 effective troops here and at Drewry’s Bluff. On the receipt 
of General French’s dispatch General Davis, with his brigade, was or- 
dered to the Blackwater to re-enforce General Pryor. The intelligence 
of an expected attack on Charleston, and the removal of nearly all the 
troops, together with General Foster and his staff, south from North 
Carolina, induced the President likewise to order a brigade (Clingman’s) 
_ from Wilmington to Charleston, and another from General Daniel’s 
division to replace it, and be held prepared to move forward likewise to 
Charleston if events required, to be itself replaced by a further brigade 
. from General [Junius] Daniel’s division. The other forces in North 
Carolina have been for the present ordered to be disposed by General 
French as he deems best for the protection of Weldon, Goldsborough, 
and the line of the railroad. Not having the key to your cipher, and a 
mistake having been committed by the telegraph operator in the first 
two words in cipher, I have been much puzzled to make out your tele- 
gram received this morning; and though I had the aid of Maj. [ William} 
Norris, of the Signal Corps, it was not until after my telegram this 
evening was sent that, by trying other words, I succeeded in decipher- 
ing it. The march of Pickett’s division to Richmond may, very proba- 
bly, suffice at present to guard against any sudden attack on this city. 
{ will keep you advised of any further intelligence received. General 
Pryor promised, by telegram of the 14th instant, to give by to-night 
certain intelligence, both in relation to the reported forces on the James 
and the re-enforcements at Suffolk. As yet the intelligence has not 
come. 
With high esteem, very truly, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, C.S. A., 
Richmond, Va., February 15, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. SMITH, 
Commanding, de.: 

Sir: After consultation with the President I desire that you will or- 
der Brigadier-General Davis, with his brigade, to re-enforce General 
Pryor, on the Blackwater, and Clingman’s brigade from Wilmington to 
Charleston; that you will send a brigade of Daniel’s division at once to 
Wilmington to replace Clingman’s and hold another ready to move in 
the same direction, so that in case events require it likewise’ may be 
forwarded to Charleston and be itself replaced at Wilmington—perhaps 
afterwards followed to Charleston by another brigade of Daniel’s di- 
vision, The residue of his force General French will dispose as he 
deems most judicious for the defense of Weldon, Goldsborough, and the 
line of the railroads. pet 

With high esteem, very truly, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


a 
a 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. O., February 15, 1863. 


His Excellency the Governor, Raleigh, N. C.: 


Srg: I send for your information a letter* just received from Lum- 
berton, in Robeson County, respecting a deplorable condition of things 
in that section, due to the presence and depredations of deserters. 
Accordingly, I have ordered Capt. J. R. McDonald, Fifty-first North 
Carolina, and his company (all Robeson County men) to proceed there 
and either capture or, if necessary, destroy these freebooters. A copy* 
of his orders is herewith. The statement of the inadequacy of the 
militia force and the disaffection of the free negroes renders this action 
on my part necessary, and I think it will meet your approval. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Abstract from ield Report of the Troops of the District of the Cape Fear, commanded by 
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, February 15, 1863. 


Present for | 

duty. 2 

a 2 

> = 

Troops. £ 2 

Oo 

3 5 & 

H ue} .) 

fo) a S| < 
Brigadier-General Evans’ brigade...............2--.0sc0c--- eee eeeeeee 134 | 1,854] 2,028 | 2,288 
Bristle General Keuisom’a brignde:.4..++.-Jos.44.-<..-o--2s20000. 220. 160 | 2,791 | 21906 | 3, 151 


Forts Caswell, Fisher, Johnson, and Saint Philip (twenty-one com- 65 | 1,228] 1,504 | 1,800 
anies). ‘ 

city aad river defense (one battalion artillery and three companies)....| | 21 416 461 558 

Three unattached companies .......-... rs re 

3d Battalion North Carolina Artillery... 

Four light batteries.......-..--------.-- 


Three companies of cavalry ..-.-..---------- rai 8| 203|- 205! 9295 
Signal Corps. -..--2---0- se0ces 2-0 cece nce scenes cence scene ene me ne cnn nee eees 1 17 17 20 
Bridge guard. ..-.- 0-0-0 cecann- ncn ccc nn cnn en eee ow eee cere ccce ene scccne 1 24 24 27 

ye ek RC MRE Gilg Look 2 NN ea ee Pee 429 | 7,257 | 7,899 | 8, 902 


Norr.—Aggregate present and absent not reported. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., February 16, 1863. 


General R. E. Lex, Predericksburg, Va.: 
General Pryor reports: 


Scout from opposite Newport News reports transports landing there since Wednes- 
day evening. Knows nothing of the number. Saw eleven steamboats at one time. 


J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


* Not found. p 


v 
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HEADQUARTERS CAMP FREDERICKSBURG, 
February 16, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, __ 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Str: I informed you on the 14th that General Pickett’s division was 
on the march to Richmond. It is directed to halt on the Chickahominy, 
where it can find shelter in woods and procure from Richmond provis- 
ions and forage. ome 

General Pickett will send forward an officer to select a position and 
make arrangements. Will you be kind enough to afford him the nec- 
essary facilities? Should circumstances require him to be further ad- 
vanced, I must request you to give him orders. He can take position 
below Richmond on the right or left bank of the river as you may 
designate. . ; 

Upon the reception last night of your dispatch of yesterday I directed 
Hood’s division to move to Hanover Junction. It will halt there unless 
required to advance. 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


R. E. LEE, 
General. 


YADKINVILLE, N. C., February 16, [1863]. 
Governor VANCE: 


DEAR Sir: It is my painful duty to inform you of a most melancholy 
affair which occurred in this county on last Thursday. I sent out a 
squad of 14 men in search of conscripts. They found a number of them 
(now supposed to be between 20 and 30) lodged in a school-house and 
attacked them. The conscripts were well armed and resisted most 
stubbornly. They shot through cracks and windows at our men, and 
killed two of the best citizens of this county—James West, a magis- 
trate, and John Williams, a most excellent man. These men were shot 
dead in their tracks. Two of the conscripts were killed and the bal- 
ance escaped, though two of them are seriously wounded. The con- 
scripts known to have been in it and who have escaped are William 
Dobbins, Jesse Dobbins, Benjamin Willard, Lee Willard, Thomas Ad- 
ams, Enoch Brown, Jack Douglas, Anderson Douglas, Sandford Doug- 
las, Hugh Sprinkle, and Horace Allgood, though we have since cap- 
tured the Douglases and Hugh Sprinkle and lodged them in jail. The 
four first named are the leaders of the band; and I am informed that 
they will probably try to make their way to Tennessee. I leave it to 
Your Excellency whether or not a sufficient reward shall be offered for 
these four bad_and dangerous men to insure their apprehension. Rob- 
ert Hutchins, William Willard, James Wooten, Elkana Willard, and 
others are believed to have been init. Ifa reward had no other effect 
it would I think deter others from resisting the execution of the law, 
seeing that the Governor of the State had taken the matter in hand. 
If they do not leave the county they will rally their crowd (as I under- 
stand some of them are trying to do) and fight again. They are much 
better armed than the militia, having been preparing for it for months. 
We have arrested and sent out of this county within three months past 
over 100 men, and yet we have a considerable number left. Inasmuch 
as we have scarcely any arms or ammunition I would suggest that Your 
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. Excellency send us as soon as possible a detachment of 40 or 50 men to 
scour the county. It would not only enable us to execute speedily but 
might save some valuable lives. We intend at all hazards to execute 
the law. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. A. JOYCE, 
_ Lneutenant-Colonel, &e. 


ASHEVILLE, N. C., February 16, 1863. 


GOVERNOR: Your letter of the 9th instant is just received. I beg to 
assure you that I shall at the next term of the court prosecute vigorously 
such of the prisoners to whom you direct my attention as may be turned 
over to the civil authorities. The late expedition to Laurel sent only 
four prisoners to jail, and one of them was admitted to bail on yester- 
day by Judge Bailey. I understand there are no more to send. I have 
no knowledge of my own touching the shooting of several prisoners in 
Laurel. I have learned, however, from a most reliable source that 13 
of them were killed; that some of them were not taken in arms but at 
their homes; that all the men shot (13, if not more) were prisoners at the 
time they were shot; that they were taken off to a secluded cave or gorge 
in the mountains and then made to kneel down and were thus shot. 
One man was badly and mortally shot in the bowels, and while he was 
writhing in agony and praying to God for mercy a soldier mercilessly 
and brutally shot him in the head with his pistol. Several women were 
whipped ; this I learned from one who got his information from some of 
the guilty parties. I learned that all this was done by order of Lieut. 
Col. James A. Keith. I know not what you intend doing with the 
guilty parties, but I suggest they are all guilty of murder. I do not 
suppose they had any order to do so barbarous adeed; but if they had 
the order was void absolutely, no matter by whom issued. Such savage 
and barbarous cruelty is without a parallel in the State, and I hope in 
every other. I am gratified that you intend to take the matter in hand. 
I will make such investigation as I can, but I have no means of com- 
pelling any one to disclose facts to me. It will not be difficult, I learn, to 
prove that the prisoners were killed. I assure you that I will prosecute 
all persons who have committed criminal offenses in this circuit at the 
next term of the court, and in the mean time I will do all in my power 
to suppress crime and violence. These are fearfully on the increase in 
this section of the State. A report might be made that would astonish 
you. I have done all I could in reference to the complaints made to 
you from Jackson and Cherokee Counties. 

* *® % * * * * 


Iam, &c., yours, truly 
tet A. 8. MERRIMON. 


SAVANNAH, GA., February 16, 1863. 


Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 


Order brigade to report to Jordan. Received at Pocotaligo same re- 


bout Foster. 
Dehaag ae G. T. BEAUREGARD. 
56 R R—VOL XVIII 


882 NORTH CAROLINA AND §S. E, VIRGINIA. [Ciar. XXX. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. SMITH, 
Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL: Please retain in Richmond all men belonging to Generals 
Pickett’s and Hood’s divisions, Longstreet’s corps, who are on their 
way to join them, until the arrival of these divisions within your reach 
and then I would thank you to send them immediately to them. They 
are in march for Richmond and will be joined by General Longstreet. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 5S. A., 
Richmond, Va., February 17, 1863. 


General R. E. LEE, Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ters of the 14th and 16th instant. They give me interesting informa- 
tion but correspond only partially with the accounts I receive here of 
the movements of the enemy. An officer of the Signal Corps, much 
trusted as a scout, has just returned from within a few miles of Fort 
Monroe and Newport News. He reports as certain that about 20,000 
men have been landed and are encamped at Newport News. They were 
brought there by transports in tow of steam-tugs. They are building 
tent-chimneys and bake-ovens, and seem settling themselves for a time 
at least. They, as the scout learned, reported themselves as part of 
Hooker’s army, being Burnside’s old division, and believed they were 
again to be placed under Burnside’s command. In addition to these 
troops at Newport News, 8,000 or 10,000 were reported (as the scout 
believes truly) to have been sent to Suffolk. In front of Newport News 
were five iron-clads, with steam kept constantly up and occasionally 
moving about. They professed to expect an attack from our gunboats 
coming down the James, and do not intend to be taken by surprise as 
at Charleston. On the bay there were some twenty-five or thirty trans- 
ports. They had come down the bay with these troops, or a part of 
them ; but whether down the Potomac or not the scout could not learn. 
He passed on up the York River on his return. There were no trans- 
ports in that river, nor had any additional troops been moved to or 
landed at Yorktown or Gloucester Point. Such is pretty fully all that 
is material in the reports of the scout. 

I send inclosed a copy of the only dispatch received to-day from 
General Beauregard. There is no later intelligence from either Generals 
Pryor or French. All the troops sent by General Beauregard to Wil- 
mington have been returned, and two brigades from North Carolina 
(Clingman’s and Cooke’s) have been sent from Wilmington. General 
Ransom’s other brigade will very probably likewise be ordered in the 
same direction, and he replaced in command of his division. As yet, 
however, the brigade under him is only ordered to be held in readiness. 
I am pleased to learn that with characteristic vigilance you are forward- 
ing Pickett’s and Hood’s divisions to keep ward here. As you have 
confided in my discretion the location to which, until further orders, 
they shall be assigned, I shall order Pickett’s on the other side of the 
river, so as to be in a position, if necessary, more readily to support 
Pryor and defend Petersburg. I am inclined to think the enemy’s 
movements too serious for a feint or a diversion and that Hooker really 


” 
rt 
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desigus withdrawing from the Rappahannock and changing his whole 
plan. Heseemed fully committed to an advance on the Rappahannock, 
but, very fully trusted by his Republican or Abolition ‘‘confreres,” he 
can venture to advance and do what Burnside could not. We must, 
_ however, await developments, for as yet information is too scant for 
confident judgment. 
With great esteem, truly, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


GREENVILLE, N. C., Tuesday, [February] 17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HiILu: 


I did not receive the letter to which you refer in your note of to-day, 
but I got the information about the re-enforcements from Whitford’s 
men. I start to-morrow and will proceed across Tranter’s Creek; shall 
move around in front of Washington so as to threaten the Plymouth 
road. This may prevent re-enforcements going out of Washington. 
But the danger is that if Iam attacked in front of Washington Gar- 
nett cannot possibly come to my assistance nor can I to his if he is 
attacked from Plymouth, so that we are in very bad military position, 
each liable to be attacked separately. An immense swamp will be be- 
tween us; to march to him I must either go down the Plymouth road 
and abandon my line of communication, which is utterly out of the 
question in this country, or pass around bebind this swamp, probably a 
three-days’ journey. I will take my position without much apprehen- 
‘sion from the enemy, but I think he had better withdraw himself before 
any danger on his left flank and rear. I fear they will bounce out upon 
Kinston some day when we are all off and handle Daniel roughly. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. J. PETTIGREW, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 18, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Commanding Corps: 

. GENERAL: The transfer of a portion of the Federal Army of the 
Potomac to Hampton Roads has rendered it necessary to move two 
divisions of your corps towards James River. I desire you to join them 
and place them in position where their comfort will be secured and 
whence they can be readily moved to resist an advance upon Rich- 
mond by the enemy from his new base. It is reported that he has been 
largely re-enforced at Suffolk. It will therefore be prudent for you to 
change the present order for General Pickett to halt on the Chicka- 
hominy, and to let him proceed to Falling Creek, on the south side of 
James River, or to some better point, from which you can readily de- 
fend Petersburg, &c. Should the movement of the enemy from the 
Potomac render it expedient your other divisions will be ordered to 
join you. I desire therefore you be prepared to receive them and to 
select encampments for their comfortable accommodation. You will be 
advised of their approach. I need not remind you of the importance 
of selecting sheltered positions, where there is plenty of wood, and 
which may be convenient to supplies. It is also desirable that these 
positions be, as far as possible, not liable to prove injurious to the 
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agricultural interests of the country. You will require at least two 
battalions of your artillery and probably one of your reserve Corps. 
The horses are in such a reduced state and the country so saturated 
with water that it will be almost impossible for them to drag the guns. 
They might be transported by railroad, by which route all heavy bag- 
gage, if possible, should also be conveyed and the battery horses be 
led. I wish you to inform me where I can communicate with you. 

To inform yourself of the movements of the enemy in your front and to 
keep me advised I suggest that you report to the Secretary of War, on 
your arrival in Richmond, as he will have information and possibly 
some orders to communicate. 

It will be well to have Lane’s battery at some favorable point on the 
James River, to destroy the enemy’s transports if they should ascend. 

I am, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
kh. E. LEE. 


RicumonD, VA., February 18, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. GEoRGE E. PICKETT, Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: The Secretary of War directs that on your arrival with 
your division you take position on the south side of the James River in 
immediate vicinity of Drewry’s Bluff, and there await further orders. 
You will have in view the defense of Chaffin’s and Drewry’s Bluffs, 
keeping yourself advised and ready to move if necessary to repel ad- 
vances from the Blackwater and to defend the city of Petersburg. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


ey 


ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., February 18, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. W. H. STEVENS, 
Corps of Engineers, O. 8S. A., Richmond, Va.: 

OoLONEL: His Excellency the President has been informed that the 
works for the defense of Weldon Bridge are being built on a scale that 
will require a large force, say several thousands of men, to defend them, 
and has sent to this Bureau to ascertain if such is the fact. In my orig- 
inal instructions to Colonel Gwynn he was directed in all cases to give 
the works for defending points in the rivers of North Carolina a devel- 
opment such that they could be held by a small force, say 400 or 500 
men, until relieved by a succoring force. These instructions are fully 
approved by the President. If defenses of a different character have 
been laid out at Weldon and are in progress you will please to have my 
original directions carried out as far as the nature of the ground will, in 
your judgment, permit. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
J. KF. GILMER, 
Colonel and Chief of Bureau. 
ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., February 18, 1863. 
Col. WALTER GWYNN, Weldon, N. C.: 


COLONEL: | In reply to your communication of the 14th instant I have 
to state that it is important that the works in progress for the defenses 
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of East North Carolina should be under the control of Lieut. Col. W. H. 
Stevens, chief of construction, and for this reason you were instructed 
to report to him directly. The local engineers at Goldsborough, Kin- 
ston, the works on Tar River, and at Rainbow Bend should, and will 
hereafter, report to Colonel Stevens. For the present your duties are 
limited to the works at Weldon, N. C., under the direction of the chief 
of construction. I will take occasion to read your report to Colonel 
Stevens in regard to the works for the defense of Weldon Bridge. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. GILMER, 
Colonel of Engineers and Chief of Bureau. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
Goldsborough, N. C., February 18, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, U.S. A,, 
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps, New Berne, N. C.: 

GENERAL: In a communication addressed to me, and written by Maj. 
Gen. J. G. Foster, U.S. A., and dated at New Berne on the 31st day of 
December last, he desired that a watch which was taken from the per- 
son of Surgeon Hunt, who was killed in a skirmish near the town of 
Washington, should be returned, to be placed in the possession of his 
relatives. On the publication of General Foster’s letter the man who 
had the watch voluntarily sent it to me, and it now affords me much 
pleasure to be able to return it to you, that it may be placed in the hands 
of his relatives. Will not this act of a private in our army, voluntarily 
returning this watch, offer a noble example to some of your generals and 
to their wives, who have taken (I will not say stolen) pianos, bedsteads, 
dining sets, works of art and virtu, horses, carriages, &c., and carried 
them to their homes in the North, to return them to their owners? I re- 
gret to make such charges against your officers, and above all against 
their wives; but when such acts are committed by men in high position, 
or by women of intelligence and refinement, it deserves condemnation. 
I refrain from naming them, but if you wish it names shall be sent and 
the alleged acts specified and the whole sent you for publication to show 
the world that neither rank nor position nor religion nor female loveli- 
ness can resist the temptation to violate the commandments when what 
they covet is the property of a rebel. These remarks, general, are not 
personal to you, and are intended only for those to whom they truly 
apply. I send you a letter which has been handed me mentioning some 
instances where private property has been taken in New Berne.* 

I am, general, yours, very respectfully, 
8S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., February 19, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. R. A. PRYOR: 

Ascertain as early and as far as possible the proposed movements of 
the enemy at Newport News and Suffolk. Is there reason to believe 
they are intended for North or South Carolina? 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


* Not found. 
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, HEADQUARTERS, 
Diaseund Bridge, February 19, 1863—8 p. m. ° 
Brig. Gen. HENRY A. Wise, Commanding : ip 
GENERAL: Lieutenant Harman [Company B, Fifty-ninth Virginia 
Infantry] has just returned from his expedition to Burwell’s Bay, in 
Isle of Wight County. Dense fogs prevented his seeing across the 
river to Newport News, but having obtained what he regards as en- 
tirely satisfactory and reliable information he did not wait for the 
weather to clear, but returned at once to communicate It. From Cap- 
tain Drummond, of Norfolk, and from Captain Nelson, of Isle of Wight, 
he learned that the enemy have landed a considerable force at Newport 
News under the command of General Burnside. The Galena, the Min- 
nesota, two monitor boats, and ten gunboats are lying off Newport 
News. The troops were landed from large side-wheel bay steamers, 
each with a sloop in tow. Up to the time that the fog prevented fur- 
ther observation of their movements ten of these steamers came up 
daily, commencing on the 12th instant. As soon as the troops disem- 
parked the steamers returned to Norfolk for coal, and having supplied 
themselves put*back toward the Potomac. No re-enforcements have 
been sent to Norfolk or Suffolk. It is generally understood that the 
expedition consists of Franklin’s corps and is destined for Charleston. 
Lieutenant Harman returns to-morrow and will report any further 
movements. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ww. B. TABB, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


YADKINVILLE, N. C., February 19, 1863. 

DEAR Sir: We have had a startling occurrence in this county, of 
which you have doubtless heard before this time, which has greatly ex- 
asperated every intelligent and good citizen of the county. I mean the 
murder of two of our best citizens, magistrates of the county, by a band 
of deserters and fugitive conscripts. The circumstances are these: 
There has been a strong feeling against the conscript law among the 
uninformed part of the citizens here ever since its passage. Many of 
that class swore that they would die at home before they would be forced 
off, and when the time came for them to go perhaps nearly 100 in this 
county took to the woods, lying out day and night to avoid arrest; and 
although the militia officers exerted themselves with great zeal, yet these 
skulkers have always had many more active friends than they had and 
could always get timely information of every movement to arrest them 
and so avoid it. The militia officers have been able to arrest very few 
of them. This state of affairs has encouraged the dissatisfied in the 
army from this county to desert and come home, until, emboldened by 
their numbers and the bad success of the militia officers in arresting 
them, they have armed themselves, procured ammunition, and openly 
defied the law. They have even sent menacing messages to the militia 
officers, threatening death to the most obnoxious of them and all who as- 
sist them. Last Thursday 12 of the militia officers came on 16 of these 
desperadoes in a school-house about 4 miles from this town, armed, forti- 
fied, and ready for the fight. The firing immediately commenced; which 
side first fired is not positively certain, but from the best information I 
can get I believe it was those in the school-house. They finally fled, 
leaving 2 of their number dead and carrying off 2 wounded, after killing 
2 of the officers. Inthe school-house were found cartridges of the most 
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deadly and murderous quality, made of home-made powder (one of the 
men known to have been among them has been engaged in making 
powder). Four of the conscripts who were in the fight have since come 
in and surrendered and are now in jail here, but the leaders and the 
most guilty of them are still at large; and the section of the country in 
which they lurk is so disloyal (I grieve to say it), and the people so 
readily conceal the murderers and convey intelligence to them, that it 
will be exceedingly difficult to find them, even if they do not draw to- 
gether a larger force than they have yet had and again give battle to 
the sheriff and his posse. But my principal object in writing this let- 
ter is to ask you what we shall do with those four murderers we have and 
the others if we get them? Suppose we try them for murder, do you not 
believe that our supreme court will decide the conscription act uncon- 
stitutional and thus leave these men justified in resisting its execution? 
I believe they will, and tremble to think of the consequences of such a 
blow upon the cause of our independence. It would demoralize our 
army in the field and bring first the borrors of civil war to our own 
‘doors and then perhaps subjugation to the enemy, which no honorable 
man ought to want to survive. I think I know Judge Pearson’s opin- 
ion on the conscription act, and I believe that he is just itching to pro- 
nounce it unconstitutional. Suppose these men get out a writ of habeas 
corpus and have it returned before him and he releases them (which he 
would be bound to do if he holds that they were only resisting the exe- 
ceution of an unconstitutional law with such force as was necessary to 
repel force from their persons), do you not believe it would produce 
a mutiny in the army of the Rappahannock; and if it did not, how 
would you get another conscript to the field or keep those there who 
have already gone, or who could keep the loyal and indignant citizens 
at home from executing vengeance on these infamous murderers and 
traitors to the country? These are considerations which alarm me, and 
I would like to know what you think of them. Please write to me, and 
I will receive your opinion ’as confidentially as you may desire and ask. | 
Could these men, and ought they if they could, be turned over to the 
Confederate courts to be tried for treason? Could the military author- 
ities, and ought they to, deal with them? I hope you know I am con- 
servative and for the rights of the citizens and the States, but for my 
country always, and for independence at all hazards. 


Your obedient servant, 
R. F. ARMFIELD. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., February 20, 1863. 


Governor VANCE, Raleigh, N. 0.: 

I received your orders of the 9th instant directing the militia officers 
in Robeson, Cumberland, and Richmond to turn over all able-bodied free 
negroes between eighteen and forty-five. None such have yet arrived. 
Robeson and Cumberland have heretofore done well and supplied much 
free and slave labor. They have certainly done their share. A vast 
deal of work is still required here, and the labor of 400 to 500 negroes 
is essential to complete our works as rapidly as possible. I respectfully 
request that you provide me with this labor as soon as possible. Every 
advantage must be taken of the enemy’s movements in other directions 
to strengthen this place. 


Very respectful 
Sie W. H. 0. WHITING, 


Brigadier-General. 
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RIcHMOND, VA., February 20, 1863. ° 


Maj. Gen. A. P. HILL, 
(Care of General R. LB. Lee :) 


GENERAL: In reply to yours of the 7th instant, inquiring as to the 
source from whence the commissions for officers of the North Carolina 
State troops should issue, I am directed by the Secretary of War to say 
that the question is before the Attorney-General of the Confederate 
States for decision. In the mean time the right to commission appears 
in several instances to have been conceded to the Governor of North 
Carolina. There is not much doubt that the decision of the Attorney- 
General will be that the Governor has the right to appoint, as he has so 
decided in similar cases in other States. 

Very truly, &c., 
BE. A. PALFREY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Abstract from Field Return of Troops, commanded by Maj. Gen. S. G. French, February 
* 20, 1863 (headquarters Goldsborough, N. C.). 


\ 
| Present for 
duty. 


Troops. 


Aggregate present. 
Aggregate present 
and absent. 


Pa nnn nne es LUE EEE cESEE ESE aaa 


Davis’ brigade. ....- 2... ------ een ee eee n en eee een cece eee en nese cee rence: 
Pettigrew’s brigade.........---------22-+ eee eee seen eee rere eee tee tees 
Ransom’s brigade.......------ ++ -- eee eee eee eee eee ee cee 

Cooke's brigade [ordered to Charleston] .-.--..-.----------- 

. Robertson’s (cavalry) brigade [no report] ----- : 
Colston’s Command ....-.--- 2.2 2 e ee ee eee eens cee eee ence ee nen ee tees 
Daniel’s Command... .. -~..- 25s veces so seen e nce ean e carn nnceen nec enccws 
Troops at and near Goldsborough....-...-.-------+----+-+-e++seeeeee ee: 
Troops at Hamilton. ...-.-..------------- +2 -ee ene eee ee eee e ee eee eee eee 
Reserve artillery. ...----------- 20s e ees nee eee en een nee cee e een ecene ee 


/ <i SO 1d Ot emer Oe ae ATO ee en, Der 969 | 16,634 | 19,883 | 26, 533 


FRANKLIN, February 21, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Troops still landing at Newport News. Impression in Norfolk that 
30,000 arrived, and that movement against Richmond. All communi- 
cations with Suffolk cut off evidently to conceal some movement. Large 
numbers of horses landed at Newport News and wagon trains moving 
some miles up the river. 

Gold in New York 161 and rising. 

Bill to employ privateers passed United States Senate. McDougall 
said war with France before fall. 

Respectfully, 
ROGER A. PRYOR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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FRANKLIN, February 21, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Two persons, perfectly reliable, whom I sent to Suffolk Monday and 
who remained there several days, satisfy me that former reports exag- 
gerated the re-enforcements in Suffolk. The whole force there does not 
exceed 15,000. They are enrolling and organizing the negroes. 

Nothing is revealed of the enemy’s designs at Newport News. The 
force visible from this side is not very large, apparently 15,000 or 20,000. 
Citizens say a portion negro recruits. 

ROGER A. PRYOR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 44. Richmond, Va., February 21, 1863. 
* * * * * * * 

XXI. Maj. Gen. G. E. Pickett, Provisional Army of.the Confederate 
States, will report without delay to Lieut. Gen. J. Longstreet, command- 
ing Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 

* * 3 * * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., February 22, 1863. 

General R. E. LEE, Commanding, ce. : . 

GENERAL: I inclose a telegram* from General Pryor, which gives the 
latest intelligence I have of the numbers of the enemy concentrating at 
Newport News and Suffolk. It agrees substantially with the reports I 
have from scouts sent to the vicinity of Old Point by General Elzey 
and from an intelligent officer just exchanged, who had been allowed 
to recover from his wounds, received at Sharpsburg, in Baltimore, 
and on his return was detained some days at Fort Monroe. He says 
as far as he could collect about 25,000 men had been sent to Newport 
News, and in addition some 2,000 or 3,000 were sent up the York River 
to Yorktown and Gloucester Point. They gave out (it is said by our 
scouts, not by the officer) that they are going to Charleston and expect 
to be commanded by General Burnside. The officer could learn noth- 
ing of their designs, but from unmistakable manifestations is satisfied 
great dissatisfaction and demoralization prevail and that they extend 
to many officers as well as tothe men. He represents the feeling of our 
friends in Maryland as increasing in confidence and those of the Unionists 
as sinking into despondency. The prospects North are certainly en- 
couraging and may lead to decisive results unless we sustain several 
reverses in the next few months. I have no late intelligence of move- 
ments from Wilmington or Charleston. I still expect an attack in great 
force on Charleston, but cannot understand the causes of delay in mak- 
ing it. Some controversy about rank between the commanders may 


* Probably that of February 21. 
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perhaps afford the explanation; but I think it more likely that it has 
resulted from the dissatisfation of the troops recently sent South at — 
finding themselves associated with negro regiments. A brief period 
must, however, afford a solution. Pickett’s and Hood’s divisions have 
passed through, and their general appearance, spirit, and cheerfulness 
afforded great satisfaction. General Longstreet is here, and under his 
able guidance of such troops no one entertains a doubt as to the entire 
safety of the gael ahs 
i reat esteem, cordia ours 
Ry ; Tot nee De eo 
Secretary of War. 


GoLDSBoROUGH, N. C., February 23, 1863. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, - 
Secretary of War, C. 8. A.: 


Will you permit me to give a frank statement of the condition of 
things in this district and hear a few suggestions made with the utmost 
deference? Wilmington is the point of great importance, and Fort 
Caswell, a small, antiquated structure, is the key to the position. It is 
of brick, without casemates, and has in its limited area a large brick 
building covered with slate. It is easy to see that a concentrated fire 
would be most murderous to the garrison. No work seems to have been 
done there until the arrival of General Whiting. He has casemated 
the guns bearing on the sea and has just begun casemating those on 
the face bearing on the inner channel. He is also raising the parapet 
on the harber front so that an iron-clad, having run into the channel, 
cannot have a reverse fire on the water front. This work will be com- 
pleted in two or three weeks. Should an attack be made earlier the 
fort must fall, or at least the destruction of life would be very great in 
it. But even when the work is done the caliber of the guns is so light 
that vessels might run past with but little risk. I most earnestly ask 
to be furnished with an 8-inch, a 10-inch, and an 11-inch gun. The 
works around Wilmington to resist a land attack are too slight. It is 
difficult to imagine what the troops employed themselves at for the last 
two years. I feel concerned about Wilmington. The Yankees seem to 
have become alarmed at the magnitude of the task before them at 
Charleston and may first try their hand at Wilmington by way of en- 
couraging their troops, just as they captured Arkansas Post to get up 
heart for Vicksburg; or it may be that they will attack Wilmington 
after the fall of Charleston or the failure there. In the first case, in- 
Spirited by success, the attack would be with enthusiasm; in the latter 
case it would be to cover the mortification of failure and disgrace. In 
either event of success or reverse at Charleston we may confidently ex- 
pect a fight at Wilmington; and as the enemy believe Wilmington to 
be the weakest of the three points threatened he may begin with it in 
order to remove the demoralization of the troops. I fear that we can- 
not make a successful resistance without more guns of heavy caliber. 
As soon as the movement begins at Charleston I want to threaten New 
Berne, Washington, and Plymouth, and possibly Morehead City, in 
order to keep Hunter from getting re-enforcements from this State ; 
but I cannot make the proposed expeditions without at least one more 
brigade. The works at Kinston are unfortunately on the wrong side of 
the river, and can only be held by a brigade. Goldsborough needs fully 
a brigade for its protection, as it has no works at all except a bridge- 
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head. I have now in the department only the infantry brigades of 
Evans, Pettigrew, and Daniel, and the wonderfully inefficient brigade 
of Robertson. With one more brigade I could harass the enemy, de- 
tain his troops in this State, possibly force him to send others here; 

could bring out a vast quantity of bacon, pork, and corn from the coun- 
ties on the coast, and could increase our ranks by numerous conscripts. 

The department commissary—an energetic and efficient officer—tells 
me that the western part of the State is exhausted, and unless he can 
draw from the east he will soon be unable to supply the troops. There 
are millions of pounds of bacon in Hyde and Tyrrell which can be 
brought out with a proper force, and the question of supply is getting 
to be a very alarming one. The troops on the Rappahannock must be 
inactive for some time and could be well employed here. There is still 
another view of it, which is important in its future bearing: The plant- 

ers on the Neuse, Tar, and Roanoke have sent large numbers of negroes 

into the interior and do not. propose to raise a crop for another year. 

The Confederacy cannot afford to lose the planting interest, and a bri- 

. gade judiciously disposed would afford such protection as is necessary 

to secure confidence and encourage the farmers to plant. I learn that 

Hampton is now idle at Gordonsville, recruiting his horses. He would 

find more forage in Beaufort, Washington, and Hyde than in the whole 

of Virginia, and he would protect the planting interest. Such a man 

as Hampton is much needed here; but if a brigade is needed at Gor- 

donsville could not Robertson, with his rangers, who are not partisans, 

be swapped for Hampton? If the latter were in this State the Yan- 

kees would hug their gunboats everywhere. To sum up the whole mat- 

ter: We need more heavy guns at Wilmington; we need another bri- 

gade of infantry to harass the Yankees, to detain their troops from 

Charleston, to protect the planting interest in the rich counties of the 

east, and to bring out supplies and conscripts; we need an efficient 

brigade of cavalry to keep the Yankees close shut up in their fortifica- 

tions. 

I hope that you have had the patience to read this long letter, and 
that the suggestions will receive your consideration. Whatever weight 
you may attach to them I am so impressed with them myself that I 
could not feel satisfied until I had communicated them. 

With great respect, 
D. H. HILL, 
Major-General. 
[Indorsements. } 


FEBRUARY 27, 1863. 

Respectfully referred to the President. 

These views strike me as sensible and timely. Would it not be well 
to order another brigade? Perhaps with General Longstreet’s force 
where it now is General Colston’s brigade might be spared from Peters- 
burg. 

J ALS, 
Secretary of War. 


The brigade now being removed from Goldsborough to a point on the 
railroad {rom Petersburg to Suffolk would, with the least derangement 
to organization, serve the first purpose. I proposed some time since the 
proposed disposition of Hampton’s brigade to General Lee, but he dis- 
sented. It may be that the views of General Hill will prevail over his 
objections. It is proper to add that that brigade is idle because the 
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horses are unfit for immediate service. I have entertained the opinion 
expressed as to an attack on Wilmington, and therefore my recommen- 
dation for an increase of heavy guns, especially at Fort Fisher. Tam 
glad to see that General Hill’s attention is directed to procuring supplies 
from Eastern North Carolina and to promoting the cultivation of the next 
crop. His views are generally approved, and he should by all practi- 
cable means be aided and encouraged to execute them. General Long- 
street can take care of the routes to and from Suffolk by detachments 
from his command. Pres 


HEADQUARTERS, 

’ Wilmington, N. C., February 23, 1863. 

Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: The inadequacy of the armament for the defense of this impor- 
tant district has been frequently set forth. The urgent necessities of . 
other positions threatened by the enemy have divided many of the req- 
uisitions intended for this place, and I am well aware of the difficulty 
of procuring in the present state of our resources a sufficiency of guns 
of heavy caliber; but in the mean time can you not give me a battery of 
30 or 20 pounder Parrotts for the river defenses? They would be of 
great service here, and their mobility would add to their efficiency. I 
beg also that, as soon as possible, three 10-inch columbiads and three 
7-inch rifles may be sent me. These guns are absolutely necessary to 
aay the outer harbor, the point of all others we must endeavor to 

eep. 
Very respectfully, 
W. HOO. WHETING, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


—. 


[FEBRUARY 24, 1863.—For D. H. Hill to Beauregard, and reply of 
March 1, see Series I, Vol. XIV, pp. 789, 798.] 


KENT Court-HovUsE 


) 
February : 
Capt. J. H. Parcs, ebruary 24, 1863 


Assistant Adjutant-General : 


CAPTAIN: I deem it proper to report that a deserter from the Yankee 
forces, who has just been sent in by Captain Hill, reports that there are 
some 6,000 troops at Yorktown and that fresh troops are constantly 
being landed there. This deserter seems to have passed the cavalry 
pickets and fallen in with some of Captain Hill’s men. It is proper for 
me also to report that there are four cases of small-pox in Captain Hill’s 
company, who have been placed in hospital near Barhamsville. 

R. T. W. DUKE, 
Colonel. 


{Indorsement.] 


Respectfully forwarded to Maj. Gen. A. Elzey for his information. 
HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier- General. 
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ASHEVILLE, N. C., February 24, 1863. 
(Hon. ZEBULON B. VANCE:] 

GOVERNOR: In obedience to your directions so to do, I have made 
inquiries and gathered facts such as I could in reference to the shooting 
of certain prisoners in Laurel Creek, in Madison County. I have to 
report to you that I learned that the militia troops had nothing to do 

with what was done in Laurel. Thirteen prisoners, at least, were killed 
by order of Lieut. Col. J. A. Keith. Most of them were taken at their 
homes, and none of them made resistance when taken; perhaps some 
~ of them ran. After they were taken prisoners the soldiers took them 
off to a secluded place, made them kneel down, and shot them. They 
were buried in a trench dug for the purpose. Some two weeks since 
their bodies were removed to a grave-yard. I learned that probably 8 
of the 13 killed were not in the company that robbed Marshall and other 
places. I suppose they were shot on suspicion. I cannot learn the 
names of the soldiers who shot them. Some of them shrank from the 
barbarous and brutal transaction at first, but were compelled to act. 
This is a list of the names of those killed: Elison King (desperate man); 
Jo Woods (desperate man); Will Shelton, twenty years old (of Pifus) ; 
Aronnata Shelton, fourteen years old (was not at Marshall); James 
Shelton (old Jim), about fifty-six years old; James Shelton, jr., seven- 
teen years old; David Shelton, thirteen years old (was notin the raid); 
James Madcap, forty years old; Rod Shelton (Stob Rod); David Shelton 
(brother of Stob Rod); Joseph Cleandon, fifteen or sixteen years old; 
Helen Moore, twenty-five or thirty years old; Wade Moore, twenty or 
twenty-five years old. It is said that those whose names I have so 
marked did not go to Marshall. The prisoners were captured on one 
Friday and killed the next Monday. Several women were severely 

whipped and ropes were tied around their necks. It is said Col. L. M. 
Allen was not in command and that Keith commanded. Four pris- 
oners are now in jail, sent here, as I learned, by order of General Davis. 
These are Sipus Shelton, Isaac Shelton, William Morton, and David 
Shelton, son of Sipus. I think the facts stated are about true. One 
thing is certain, 13 prisoners were shot without trial or any hearing 
whatever and in the most cruel manner. I have no means of compell- 
ing witnesses to disclose facts to me, and I do not know that I shall be 
able to make a fuller report to Your Excellency at any early day. I 
hope these facts will enable you to take such steps as will result in a 
more satisfactory development of the true state of the matter. 


Iam, &c., yours, truly, 
2 eel A. 8. MERRIMON, 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., February 25, 1863. 
[General WHITING :] 

GENERAL: I have written to the Secretary of War in reference to 
heavier armament at Wilmington. A letter from you to me on the same 
subject, to be forwarded to him, might be of service. In the mean time 
it seems to me that your channel front at Caswell ought to be strength- 
ened by the columbiads near town. The exterior works should first be 
eared for. Ransom’s men ought to be employed in thickening the cur- 
tains and completing the circle around town. Evans, too, should be at 
work at Sudberry in making that position impregnable. I do not feel 
satisfied that the Yankees will not return to Wilmington. They seem 
to be demoralized at Charleston, and may try the smaller job by way of 
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encouraging their men, just as they reduced Arkansas Post to get up 
heart for Vicksburg. At any rate, we ought to spare no effort and lose 
no time in getting ready. I have referred the matter of Cogdell’s com- 
pany to General Daniel. : 
ith great respect 

tthe aie D. H. HILL, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Goldsborough, N. C., February 25, 1863. 


The undersigned has been placed in charge of the troops in North 
Carolina. In assuming command he would address a few words of ex- 
hortation to his forces : 

Soldiers! Your brutal and malignant enemy is putting forth efforts 
unexampled in the history of the world. Having failed to subjugate 
you, he is maddened with the thirst for vengeance, and is pushing for- 
ward his foreign mercenaries to plunder your property and lay waste 
your homes. But his marauding hosts have been so often beaten and 
baffled that they are now discouraged and demoralized. Should you be 
able to check them everywhere for the next sixty days the 300,000 whose 
time expires in May will not re-enlist, and the war will end before July. 
Should the scoundrels, however, gain a single substantial success at any 
one point the war will be prolonged during the entire administration 
of Lincoln. It becomes a solemn duty then to labor and fight during 
the next two months as we have never done before. We must make 
the war unpopular with the mercenary vandals of the North by harass- 
ing and annoying them. We must cut down to 6 feet by 2 the dimen- 
sions of the farms which these plunderers propose to appropriate. You 
will have to endure more hardships and to fight more desperate battles 
than you would have done were your ranks properly filled. Our cities, 
towns, and villages are full of young and able-bodied skulkers, wear- 
ing the semblance of men, who have dodged from the battle-field under 
the provisions of the exemption bill. The scorn of the fair sex and the 
contempt of all honorable men have not been able to drive these cow- 
ardly miscreants into the ranks, so long as they can fatten upon the 
miseries of the country and shelter their worthless carcasses from Yan- 
kee bullets; but they are insensible to shame. But a day of retribu- 
tion awaits these abortions of humanity. Their own descendants 
will execrate their memory when the finger of scorn is pointed and the 
taunt is uttered, ‘ He is the son, or grandson, or great-grandson of an 
exempt and extortioner.” Do your full duty, soldiers, and leave these 
poltroons and villains to the execration of posterity. 

All commanding officers are hereby enjoined to furnish the names of 
officers and men who distinguish themselves in pitched battles and skir- 
mishes. Those so distinguishing themselves will be recommended for 
promotion and their names published in the principal papers of their 
respective States. 

The infantry have to bear the brunt of every battle and to endure 
special hardshipsin everycampaign. The postof dangerand of suffering 
is the post of honor. If our liberty be ever won it will be due mainly 
to the indomitable pluck and sturdy endurance of our heroic infantry. 

The Confederate artillery has behaved most nobly, and the wonder is 
that with inferior guns and ammunition it has been able to cope suc- 
cessfully with the splendid armament of the enemy. It has been a mis- 
take, however, to contend with the Yankee artillery. . Reserve your 
fire, as at Fredericksburg, for the masses of infantry, and do not with- 
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draw your guns just when they are becoming effective. It is glorious 
to lose guns by fighting them to the last; it is disgraceful to save them 
by retiring early from the fight. 

The cavalry constitute the eyes and ears of the army. The safety of 
the entire command depends upon their vigilance and the faithfulness 
of their reports. The officers and men who permit themselves to be 
surprised deserve to die, and the commanding general will spare no 
efforts to secure them their deserts. Almost equally criminal are the 
scouts who through fright bring in wild and sensational reports. They 
- will be court-martialed for cowardice. Many opportunities will be 
afforded to the cavalry to harass the enemy, cut off his supplies, drive 
in his pickets, &c. Those who have never been in battle will thus be 
enabled to enjoy the novel sensation of listening to the sound of hostile 
shot and shell, and those who have listened a great way off will be 
allowed to come some miles nearer, and compare the sensation caused 
by the distant cannonade with that produced by the rattle of mus- 


ketry. 
D. H. HILL, 
Major-General. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, N. C., February 25, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War: 

Siz: I had the honor some three weeks or a month ago to address 
you respectfully, asking the removal of a lot of broken-down cavalry 
horses from the northwestern counties of this State, of General Jenkins’ 
command, which were devouring the substance of a people threatened 
with famine. I have not had the pleasure of receiving a reply to that 
letter. I beg leave to inform you that their depredations are still con- 
’ tinued and that they have become not only a nuisance but a terror to 
the community, and to inclose you a letter* from Colonel Forkner, of 
Seventy-third North Carolina Militia, giving evidence of their behavior. 
With every possible disposition to aid in the support of the army, I 
have the strongest reasons conceivable—the existence of my own peo- 
ple—for declining to permit those horses to remain in that section of 
the State. When the question of starvation is narrowed down to women 
and children on the one side and some worthless cavalry horses on the 
other I can have no difficulty in making a choice. Unless they are re- 
moved soon I shall be under the painful necessity of calling out the 
militia of adjoining counties and driving them from the State. I hope, 
however, to be spared such a proceeding. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, , 
Z. B. VANCE, 


RICHMOND, VA., February 25, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Petersburg, Va.: 


You are, by special orders, this day assigned to the command of the 
department recently made vacant by the resignation of Maj. Gen. G. 


. Smith. 
ba S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General 


* Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS, February 26, 1863. 
General R. B. Len, Fredericksburg, Va. : 
The following is just from General Pryor: 


Scouts just in report arrivals of transports daily. Number now estimated at 50,000. 
Gradually moving up the river. Persons from Norfolk report Hooker at Fort Monroe. 


My scout reports the force at Newport News at 40,000 or 50,000, but 


has none of the other items. 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General. 


Hpars. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NortTH CAROLINA, 

Petersburg, Va., February 26, 1863. 
In obedience to authority from the War Department the undersigned 
hereby assumes command of this department. Department headquar- 
ters are for the present established at this point, to which all reports 
will be directed. The following-named officers are announced as com- 
posing the general staff, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly: 
Maj. G. M. Sorrel, assistant adjutant-general; Maj. Thomas J. Goree 
and Lieut. R. W. Blackwell, aides-de-camp ; Majs. J. W. Fairfax and O. 
Latrobe, inspectors-general ; Maj. S. P. Mitchell, chief quartermaster ; 
Maj. R. J. Moses, chief commissary of subsistence ; Maj. Thomas Wal- 
ton, commissary of subsistence ; Lieut. Col. P. T. Manning, chief of 
ordnance; Surg. J.S. D. Cullen, medical director ; Surg. R. Barksdale, 
medical inspector; Col. J. B. Walton, chief of artillery; Capt. J. H. 

Manning, signal officer. 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., February 27, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HIL1, Goldsborough, N. C.: 


My DEAR GENERAL: I have sent one 10-inch columbiad to Fort 
Caswell. I may also send the one now mounted at the city. I wrote 
to the Secretary some days since with regard to armament. They are 
no doubt fully aware of the necessities of this place, which I have earn- 
estly endeavored to set forth ever since I was assigned to this command. 
Please write to the Governor and urge the speedy sending here of 500 
or 600 negroes. I have spoken and written to him about it. I have 
moved Evans’ brigade to camp near Masonborough. Faison’s regi- 
ment, of Ransom’s [brigade], occupies Harrison’s lines at Sudberry’s, 
and another regiment Stevens’ lines on northeast. The remaining three 
regiments are south,of the city, outside the Greenfield Pond. I send 
you a letter* from my man Sharp, whom I keep in front as my ‘‘cav- 
alry.” It contains some interesting information. Evans had an under- 
ground communication with New Berne. I presume Daniel may have 
the same. There was a battery of four 20-pounder Parrotts at Golds- 
borough, for which, or a similar one, I applied. It would make a for- 
midable addition to our means of defense, especially on the river, from 
its mobility. I do not know whether you have it now or not. It was 
General Smith’s intention to send it to me. 

Very respectfully, 
Wu. WHITING, 
Brigadier- General. 


* Not found. 


- Hon. JAMEs A. SEDDON, 
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- Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 
Sire: I think it necessary in the present aspect of matters on this 
coast to have another brigade. It should be placed in Brunswick’ 
County. If the attack should be made definitely on Charleston it can 
be readily thrown to re-enforce General Beauregard. With it should 
be sent a battery of long-range guns. The field batteries in my com. 
mand are very indifferent, being mostly 6-pounders, smooth, and 12- 


pounder howitzers. <A cavalry force in Brunswick would also be of 


great service. It is reported that the enemy make boat expeditions 
about the inlets (Shallotte and Little River), to attack the steamers 
running the blockade. They are armed with the Dahlgren boat how- 
itzer, and it is said some of these have captured the Wave Queen, with 
a very valuable cargo of saltpeter and-powder. I am not certain of the 
truth of this for I do not see how row-boats can take a steamer at sea; 
but it may beso. Foster has certainly left New Berne on his way from 
Washington to Port Royal. I have information that he impressed and 
carried with him all the pilots he could get in Beaufort, N. C., familiar 
with the North Carolina coast. This is ominous, and the design may 
be that, having failed to surprise Charleston, they may attempt this as 
the weakest place, as after their Vicksburg failure they went to Arkan- 
sas Post. The moment any heavy guns can be sent me I hope they 
will be forwarded with dispatch. My armament is sadly inadequate. 
Very respectfully, , , 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier- General. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, N. C., February 27, 1863. 


’ Brigadier-General DAvis, Knoxville, Tenn.: 


GENERAL: In my last letter to you I referred to a report that a number 


of prisoners taken on Laurel had been shot in cold blood, and expressed 


the hope it might not prove true. I fear, however, that itis even worse 
than was first reported. I beg leave to ask your attention to the copy 
inclosed of a part of a letter* from A. S. Merrimon, esq., attorney for the 
State in that district, and to respectfully request you to make inquiry 
into the truth of the statements within, with a view to proceedings 
against the guilty parties. While expressing again my thanks for the 
prompt aid rendered by your command in quieting the troubles in that 
region, I cannot reconcile it to my sense of duty to pass by in silence 
such cruel and barbarous conduct as is alleged to have characterized a 
portion of them, and more especially as the officers mentioned are citi- 
zens of this State. _ 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


STATE OF NoRTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT., 
Raleigh, N. C., February 28, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 
Sir: Some six months since a disturbance occurred in Madison County, 
North Carolina, near the Tennessee border, by some disloyal persons cap- 


* See p. 881; see also p. 893. 
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turing the little county town and seizing a lot of salt and other plunder. 


An armed force was promptly sent from Knoxville, under command of a 
General Davis, to suppress the insurrection, which was accomplished 


before the local militia could get there, though ordered out immediately. 
But in doing so a degree of cruelty and barbarity was displayed, shock- 
ing and outrageous in the extreme, on the part of Lieut. Col. J. A. Keith, 
Sixty-fourth North Carolina Troops, who seems to have been in com- 
mand, and to have acted in this respect without orders from his superiors, 
so farasIcanlearn. I beg leave to ask you to read the inclosed letter * 
(copy) from A. 8. Merrimon, State’s attorney for that judicial district, 
which you will see discloses a scene of horror disgraceful to civilization. 
I desire you to have proceedings instituted at once against this officer, 
who, if the half be true, is a disgrace to the service and to North Caro- 
lina. You may depend upon the respectability and fairness of Mr. Mer- 
rimon, who made an investigation officially by my order. I have also 
written General Davis. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., February 28, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, ‘ 
Goldsborough, N. C.: 


GENERAL: From the reports that we have of the enemy’s strength at 
and near New Berne it would seem practicable for us to concentrate from 
Wilmington and your forces and cut the New Berne garrison off from 
the sea-coast. Please have this in your mind and collect such informa- 
tion on the subject as may be useful, and at the same time make such 
other arrangements for such an expedition as may be necessary, but let 
no one know that you have anything of the kind in view. We should 
make every effort to get supplies from the counties near the enemy’s 
position. [hope that you will collect all information upon the subject 
of supplies also. I hope to be able to make you a visit soon, but hope 
that you will send me all the information in the mean time. The cavalry 
was ordered to Bertie for the purpose of getting supplies as much as for 
any other purpose. If the cavalry is particularly important where it is: 
it can remain for the present. Pickett’s and Hood’s divisions, of my 
corps, are here. The enemy is reported quite strong at Newport News, 
but no present indications of active operations. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
LTieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
. Fredericksburg, Va., February 28, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Commanding North Carolina Department: 


GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 24tht and dispatch of 
25th.t Ihave as yet heard of but three army corps of General.Hooker’s 
army descending the Potomac. A scout who has been on the river for 
the last ten days reports on the 26th that everything has been quiet on 


*See p. 898. + Not found. 
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the Potomac during the past week, only two or three steamers pass- 
ing up and down during the day. Numerous sail vessels with large 
amount of hay descended. From the number and size of transports he 
estimates that from 15,000 to 20,000 troops have descended the river 
since the 9th. The army in front of us is still very strong, compactly 
located along the railroad from Falmouth to Aquia, with cavalry on 
either flank, extending from river to river. It is now so difficult to get 
in or out of his lines that I had to send Fitz Lee’s cavalry to force an 
entrance. -With 400 men he broke through 5 miles north of Falmouth, 
found them in strong force, fell upon their camps, and brought off 150 
prisoners, including 5 commissioned and 10 non-commissioned officers. 
Major Moses took his departure yesterday. . 
I will give directions about Hood’s guns, if they have not gone. 
Make them take care of all the horses. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
; R. iE. LER, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., February 28, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond,. Va.: 


Srr: The chief object I propose to gain in my application for a bat- 
tery of 30-pounder or 20-pounder Parrotts and for a brigade to occupy 
Brunswick County is to strengthen Fort Caswell, always the weakest 
point in the system of defenses here. Its inherent weakness, that is due 
to its construction and armament, I am endeavoring to overcome by in- 
creasing its defenses and its armament as fast as our means will permit. 
A memoir detailing the design and progress of these works will be 
shortly submitted for your information. But its isolated position, cut 
off as it is from relief from the mainland, renders necessary the establish- 
ment of interior positions to arrest, at any rate materially to delay, the 
advance of the enemy beyond gaining an entrance, supposing him to 
succeed in reducing the fort. For this purpose, in addition to the very 
few guns I am able to command for permanent location on the Smithville 
Bluff, there are no better means than those proposed—a good battery of 
four or six Parrotts, supported by a column of troops able to make a 
formidable resistance to an attempt at lodgmenton the main. Such an 
attempt would undoubtedly be the first object of the enemy should they 
succeed in entering the outer harbor. It would furnish them with a 
depot. They would strongly fortify it. It would give them a base for 
future operations exceedingly embarrassing to us, and would effectually 
prevent any possibility of relief to Caswell. The facility with which 
such a battery might be moved to different points commanding the an- 
chorage or the channels, and its well-known effect upon steamers and 
transports would give at the smallest outlay the greatest available ac- 
cession to our strength. I know no position where such a battery is 
more needed. Nothing that is possible to procure should be omitted in 
endeavoring to preserve the outer harbor from the enemy. I have di- 
rected the construction of lines to repel landings and cover these guns 
in their field of operations, a work which has heretofore only been post- 
poned, partly from works of perhaps more immediate necessity and 
partly from the small-pox pestilence which has raged in that vicinity. 
The troops required are necessary in addition to what I already have, 


my force not been large enough to divide. In this connection Trefer to — 
my letters to your predecessor of November last and to my correspond. — 
ence with Major-General Smith, in which the necessity of a covering or 
movable column of troops is fully set forth. Will you please to submit 
these considerations to the President? I shall shortly be able to for- 
ward for his information maps and sketches which will show the whole 
system of defense for this important post. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., February 28, 1863. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 


GENERAL: I wrote several days ago asking for generals of cavalry. 
General Robertson, now commanding the cavalry in this department, 
was sent here to organize and instruct it. He was not deemed a very 
efficient officer in the field and was therefore relieved from duty with 
the Army of Northern Virginia. The cavalry is now considered in 
proper condition for field service, and could be used to great advantage, 
in proper hands, in getting supplies from North Carolina in and near 
the enemy’s lines. I write to you upon the subject again, in order that 
the Department may fully understand the importance of having the 
cavalry in proper hands, and to renew my recommendation of General 
Ransom for promotion to the cavalry. It may be important, too, that 
we should act promptly if we hope to collect any great quantity of the 
supplies in Hastern North Carolina. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JAMES LONGSTREET, 


Lieutenant-General. 
1 
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Wark DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 

Richmond, Va., March 1, 1863. 

His Excellency ZeBuLOoN B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina : 

Sir: I regret to learn from your letter of the 25th ultimo that such 
serious opposition is entertained by you to the continuance of the horses 
of a portion of General Jenkins’ command in the western counties of 
North Carolina. I had commended your previous letter to the attention 
of the general commanding that department with the hope that the evil 
complained of would be inquired into, and, if found remediable, would 
be corrected. Doubtless it has been continued only from the necessity 
of the case. The truth is, that the large number of cavalry in the mount- 
ainous regions of East Tennessee and Virginia could not be subsisted 
there during the winter, and it was deemed imperatively necessary that 
most of the men should be dismounted and the horses sent to more dis- 
tant regions, less exhausted by being ravaged or drained by the strug- 
gling armies, for subsistence and preparation for the approaching cam- 
paign. It was supposed, and indeed strongly represented, that the 
counties on the eastern slopes of the mountains in North Carolina would 
afford abundant supplies and early pasturage for them, and that benefit 
would result from sending them there, not only to the horses, but to the 
people around, in affording them a market for their surplus grain and 
forage. Only a moderate number, however, were sent there, and more 
were scattered about in the various more distant counties of Virginia, 
along the valley and mountainous districts. Complaints similar to those 
addressed to you have come up from various counties of this State, where 
they have been collected, for the products of the last season were scant 
almost everywhere, and some irregularities are but too apt to occur with 
the rather irregular and partially disciplined cavalrymen sent with the 
horses. But our authorities have been content with the effort to redress 
them by appeal to the officers or commanding generals, and no effort has 
been made or intimated of a purpose to expel them by force. They are, 
it will be recollected, not, as Your Excelleney supposes, broken-down 
horses, nor can they be considered as Virginia cavalry, though lately en- i 
gaged in that State. They are horses of the cavalry of the Confederate 
States, engaged for the common defense, as well for North Carolina as 
for every other State, and placed where they are to preserve them in a 
State of efficiency for our further struggles ina common cause. I trust 
therefore Your Excellency will forbear from any forcible expulsion of 
them, should their still longer stay be deemed indispensable. Your det- 
ter, however, shall be sent to the general commanding the department « 
where these horses were sent, and his attention especially invoked to 
your remonstrances. 

With high esteem, very truly, yours, 


J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hin1, 
Goldsborough, N. C.: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 25th is this instant received. Your 
views are almost precisely those that I wrote you two or three days ago. 
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_I do not know that I expressed the idea that a forward movement would 
be a diversion in favor of Charleston, but I had itin my mind. I will 
send orders to General Whiting to prepare himself to re-enforce you, say 
4,000 men. This, with the cavalry and what you have, ought to run 
your force up to 14,000 or 15,000 men. At least this is my calculation. 
With this force I think you could cut the railroad behind New Berne 
and probably force the enemy out to fight. From here, though, it looks 
as if most of the cavalry could operate to greater advantage on the 
north side of the river, so that we can forage at the same time that the 
forces are displayed in front of the enemy’s works. General Whiting 
might bring you 5,000 men, | should think, but I cannot promise so 
many until I am better posted. If there is a chance of doing anything 
we should not be idle. We are much more likely to succeed by operat- 
ing ourselves than by lying still to await the enemy’s time for thorough 
preparation before he moves upon us. I have been confined with a 
terribly sore throat since I have been here, but hope to be out in a few 
days more, when I ‘shall make a visit to your headquarters. In the 
mean time please make your preparations quietly for a forward move- 
ment. Cannot you persuade the good people in charge of the railroads ° 
to work alittle more and with more system, in order that freight, &e., 
can be brought through promptiy? Our people have been so ac- 
customed to have all kinds of labor at their hands that they seem at a 
loss for resources when emergencies arise. ‘Where there is a will 
there is a way” of overcoming all human obstacles. It is left for us to 
find it out. All suggestions are thankfully received, and as I know 
ae all of your ideas are good you need not hesitate about expressing 
them. 

I remain, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JAMES LONGSTREBRT, 
LTieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 1, 1863. 


General R. E. LEE, 
Fredericksburg, Va. : 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 28th is received. I shall keep you ad- 
vised of matters here that you may, by comparing notes, satisfy your- 
self of the enemy’s position, &c. I shall be guided by the information 
that I may receive from you of the enemy’s movements more than by 
what I hear here, for the present at all events. The force now here I 
think quite sufficient to overcome that of the enemy at any time that 
I may be able to meet him, and shall act accordingly until I find that 
he is moving additional troops from your front. I do not think, how- 
ever, that he will withdraw any force that he now holds in your front, 
but may possibly send back the force now at Newport News. De- 
serters, however, report that this force is intended to operate in North 
Carolina. 

T remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General. 


P. S.—I have parties on each bank of the river to watch the force at 
Newport News. 
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; : HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington, N. C., March 2, 1863. 

Hon. JAMES A, SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Srr: If it isnot practicable to send me the heavy Parrott guns lately 
requested may I not have a field battery of 12-pounder Parrotts or other 
rifled guns, for the purpose specified in my previous letters on this mat- 
ter? I should like to have Reilly’s, both from the skill of that officer, 
his thorough acquaintance with the country (especially the locality in 
which he would operate), and the quality of his guns. The matter of 
the brigade asked for is becoming daily more important. My informa- 
tion from the enemy’s lines confirms my opinion heretofore expressed - 
that the Abolitionists, having utterly failed to surprise Charleston, and 
[being] very unwilling to attempt it, believing it almost impregnable, 
will endeavor to move against some weaker poiat. Unless Hunter 
should overrule Foster and try Savannah they must come here. Ido 
not see that they would gain much, even should they take Savannah, 
since they already hold the port of that city and Fort Pulaski, while 


‘they might lose a great deal. At any rate, should they come here, the 


attack this time would be from the southward, that is, Cape! Fear and 
the Frying-Pan Shoals. A corresponding advance by land from New 
Berne, as at first designed, would be supported by fresh troops drawn 
from the North. The fact of Foster’s taking with him all the North 
Carolina pilots he could find especially marks this place as the point 
selected. I urged it as essential to our success that I should be provided 
with a brigade, to be placed on the south side of the river. All the time 
they give me is devoted to strengthening Fort Caswell, the weakest point 
in the system. The proposed disposition would greatly strengthen it. 
Very respectfully, 
W. HOO: WHITING, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
sf Wilmington, N. O., March 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HI11, 
Commanding, &e., Goldsborough, N. O.: 


My DEAR GENERAL: I quite agree with you that the Yankees, hav- 
ing failed to surprise Charleston and finding it very strong, will make an 
attempt on some weaker point. That will be undoubtedly Wilmington, 
unless Hunter should object and overrule Foster. The latter’s carrying 
off the North Carolina pilots with him to Port Royal is ominous as to 
this. Ihave received notice that a 10-inch columbiad is started from 
Richmond for me and another will soon be sent. Please to hurry them 
through. Time now is all-important. Cannot you stir me up some 
labor—negro labor? I’need very much fully 500, not so much for the 
city as for Caswell, Smithfield, and Fisher. “I have applied to the Sec- 
retary for another brigade. In my opinion now, the attack coming 
as it will from the southward, it is essential that a brigade be sta- 
tioned in Brunswick County, to maneuver against any attempt to land 
and it is especially in case of any of their vessels passing Caswell that I 
need both the troops and a battery of Parrott guns. My field batteries 
are very defective, being mostly smooth-bores and howitzers. This is 
very important, and I trust you will give the matter all the aid in your 
power. <A brigade might, I think, readily be spared from about Rich- 
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mond. The negro force lately raised and armed about New Berne has 
been, as I hear, disarmed, in consequence of disagreement on the sub- 
ject between Stanly and Lincoln. ; 
With great respect, yours, ; 
W. H.C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 2, 1863. 


—General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 


Commanding, Charleston, 8. C.: 


GENERAL: Scouting parties just come in from around New Berne 
report that General Foster, on his way back to Charleston, took with 
him pilots for Cape Fear River and North Carolina inlets. The scouts 
also report that the Yankees think Charleston impregnable. In conse- 
quence of this General Whiting anticipates a return of General Foster’s 
force and an attack at Wilmington. The difficulty between Generals 
Hunter and Foster may have induced General Foster to advise against 
Hunter’s attack, and possibly may have induced the United States Gov- 
ernment to change the point of attack. This difficulty, I think, insures 
your victory if the attack is made. When generals quarrel their troops 
will not fight; that is, they will not fight a severe battle. I hope that 
you will keep your eye upon Foster, and advise me if he should turn 
around and come back to his first love. I hope, though, that you may 
have your opportunity, for 1 am quite satisfied that you will be able to 
beat back any attack that may be made upon you. 

I remain, very respectfully and sincerely, yours, 
JAMES LONGSTRERT, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


; HBADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. W. H.C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 

GENERAL: I desire that you will make preparations for sending the 
half of your force and as many more as can be spared trom Wilmington 
garrison to re-enforce Major-General Hill for foraging service. If your 
services may be spared from Wilmington I would like to have you on 
this service also, aS Some important service may grow out ofit. Please 
make your arrangements as quietly as possible, giving no one an indi- 
cation that any serious service is expected. Advise me as early as pos- 
sible of the force that you can send or take out. 

IT remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General. 


P. S._If your forts in the harbor are not ordered to be’ held at all 
hazards and for all time up to starvation, such orders should be given 
in writing. If operations should become extensive in North Carolina 
it may at some time be necessary to abandon Wilmington for a time to 
operate elsewhere; but if we hold the harbor we can at any time retake 
the city. Ido not know anything of the plan of defenses, and have 
taken it for granted that the harbor defenses are independent of those 
of the city, &c. Further orders will be sent before a movement is made. 
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HEADQUARTERS, _ 
Petersburg, Va., March 3, 1863. 


In reference to the inclosed letter* of General R. A. Pryor, and which 
the lieutenant-general has referred to me, I have to remark: General R. 
A. Pryor was sent by me to the Blackwater, as desired by General G. W. 
Smith. A considerable force was then on this line, under a most able 
officer, who had twice repulsed the enemy in force when he attempted 
to cross the river. I allude to Col. C. Leventhorpe. When the enemy 
began to assemble a force at New Berne in December last I found 
it obligatory to withdraw all the North Carolina regiments from the 
Blackwater, and on January 5 last left Petersburg to take command 
of them for the defense of Wilmington. A few days previous to this 
General Colston arrived at this place with a brigade. I directed him to 
proceed with all his command (except one regiment), and dispose of it 


for the defense of the line on the Blackwater, and to leave the brigade 


there under the immediate command of General Pryor, and that he 
should then return and remain in Petersburg during my absence. He 
was to defend the James, Blackwater, and Weldon while I was near 
Wilmington. After the sailing of the enemy from Beaufort, and when 
disposing of the troops, I ordered General J. R. Davis, with his brigade, 
to the Blackwater, and on ny arrival here, as will be seen by the inclosed 
order,* sent General Colston to command these two brigades and the 
line of the Blackwater. General Pryor was under General Colston all 
the time since I left here, and the only change is General Colston has 


moved down on the line. General Pryor still has the command of a full 
brigade, just as he had before. Had General Colston gone down and | 


taken his own brigade it would have left. General Pryor without a com- 
mand. But he does not, and leaves his own brigade under General 
Pryor as he did in the first instance. And I do not think General Pryor 
has any cause of complaint. He came here without any troops, and he 
now has the command of Colston’s brigade just as he has had for the 
last two months. I cannot say that General Pryor has been super- 
seded in command. It was necessary to send there a second brigade, 
and with that increased force General Colston was sent as the imme- 
diate commander of the line of the Blackwater and of both brigades. 
One of the bridges referred to was built by Colonel French, and a 
second one I directed Colonel Claiborne to build. As regards supplies 
they have been always directed to be drawn from the enemy’s lines. 
During the summer, pork could not well be cured, and it was not until 
after General Pryor went down there that the farmers commenced kill- 
ing hogs. Indeed, they were not then in condition to kill and the 
weather was too warm. 
8S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 


é March 3 [30], 1863, 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 


: Commanding, &e., Petersburg, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 27th has been received.t I have heard 
nothing of the Sixth Army Corps being united with the Ninth. Reports 
from our scouts on the Lower Potomac as late as the 28th instant give 
no indication of a movement of troops from Aquia. On the contrary it 
is stated that within the last fortnight re-enforcements have been re- 


* Not found. tSee p. 944. ° 
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ceived. At that time there were not more than five or six steamers at 
Aquia and Potomac Creeks, and the number of vessels and transports 
passing up the Potomac is reported to be less than usual. I fear that 
the enemy, by a systematic propagation of falsehood, has been able to 
deceive us, and that the report of troops from Newport News going to 
North Carolina was purposely spread to conceal their movement west. 
The weather here is so bad as to preclude any military movement, and 
the enemy’s pickets are so closely posted on their right, being within 
50 steps of each other, that our scouts find it impossible to get within 
their lines, and we have to rely upon citizens, who are easily gulled. 
The ground is again covered with snow and a northeast rain is prevail- 
ing. Theenemy’s positions in North Carolina have always appeared to 
‘Ine to be taken for defense, and if driven from them they can easily 
escape to their gunboats. Unless therefore they will come out into the 
country I do not know how you can advantageously get at them. You 
-will probably find Suffolk fortified as New Berne is. If the line you 
propose, cutting the Blackwater near Mayfield, is necessary to enable 
you to draw supplies from the counties east of the Chowan it becomes 
important, as those supplies are necessary to us. But except to draw 
provisions from North Carolina at this distance I do not see that you 
can accomplish much. You need not, however, be restrained by my 
operations, as at present I can do nothing. I cannot advance and the 
enemy will not, though all reports agree that he is ready to cross the 
Rappahannock and waits only for the weather. I fear you can expect 
no co-operation from the Navy, nor do I know that they can give any, 
as boats are not of a character to contend with the enemy’s iron-clads. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 4, 1863. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to send herewith a dispatch just received 
from Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill. . General Hill thinks, from the information 
that he has received, that the enemy may abandon his attack upon 
Charleston and concentrate for an attack upon Wilmington. In view 
of this I suggest that General Beauregard be advised to send back the 
forces to Wilmington, should he find the enemy moving back to that 
point. It is possible that the disaffection in the ranks of the enemy 
may force him to make some such effort. J shall not have the force to 
resist it without re-enforcements from Charleston. I shall leave for 
Goldsborough on the 6th if the intelligence is confirmed. Burnside’s 
force must have been drawn from Newport News, but we have no infor- 
mation of a movement from that point. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tneutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., March 4, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General LONGSTREET, 
Commanding Department, Petersburg, Va. : 
GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 2d instant. From your 
postscript I perceive you are not acquainted with this vicinity and the 


ne re Te eee 

ions which subsist between the city, the outer harbor, the 

and the interior. I earnestly beg you, before taking any such action a 
- your letter indicates, to refer to my correspondence with the War - 


? partment and with Major-General Smith, in which this matter is fully — 
set forth, and that you will refer to the Secretary. So far from consid-— 


Ge ering myself able to spare troops from here 1 have applied for and 
earnestly urged that another brigade be sent here immediately. The 
works here are by no means completed and I need the services of every 


man I can raise. This necessity is so well understood that when the at- 


tack on Charleston was imminent the troops sent from here to re-enforce 
General Beauregard were immediately replaced by order of the Secretary. 
Information received from the enemy’s lines leads me to think that they 
have by no means abandoned their designs on this place, of so vital im- 
portance to the Confederacy. Major-General Hill informs me that his 


‘spies report the arrival of Burnside and a very heavy force at New Berne. — 


Mine report that Foster has returned. I send out again to-day for 
further information, of which I will give you immediate notice. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 


Wee Oo. WHETENG: 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Petersburg, Va., March 4, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. 8S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, ce. : 


GENERAL: General Longstreet desires a work constructed on the 
James River for a field battery of four or six guns, of which some are 
20-pounder Parrotts. He has no engineer officer at present serving 
with him and asks that you will send yours to select a suitable point 
somewhere in the vicinity of Fort Powhatan. As soon as the site is 
chosen if your officer will report at this office he will be furnished with 


such working details as he will require for a rapid prosecution of the — 


work. ; 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


PETERSBURG, VA., March 4, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HIx1, 
Commanding, &e., Goldsborough, N. OC. : 


Yours of 2d received. Ifthe information contained therein be con- 
firmed the general will start to join you on the 6th instant. He asks 
you to keep him promptly advised by telegraph of any confirmation or 
additional information. 

G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Marc 5, 1863.—For correspondence between Longstreet and Beau- 
regard, see Series I, Vol. XIV, p. 810.] z i 
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Hnanguarrens, 
Petersburg, Va., March 5, 1863. 
General S. CooPEeRr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 


GENERAL: Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill reports a large force landing at New 
Berne, N. C. This force must be part of the command intended for the 
attack upon Charleston, which seems to have been abandoned. 

I inclose herewith a ‘letter* from Brigadier-General Whiting, com- 

-manding at Wilmington. He is anxious to have his armament in- 
: ‘creased, as also his laboring force. I hope that the Department may 
do all that i is in its power to. give him the aid that he desires. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
LTieutenant- General. 


\ 


RicHMonpD, VA., March 5, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Petersburg, Va. : 

GENERAL: The President desires that the troops which were drawn 
from Generals Samuel Jones’ and H. Marshall’s commands in Western 
Virginia should be returned to these commands, and that the brigade 
of General Joe [J. R.] Davis, which moved a short time since from 
Goldsborough, N. C., to the Blackwater in Virginia should be returned 
to Goldsborough. You will please issue the necessary orders in these 
cases. 

Very, respectfully, &c., 
S. COOPER, 
* Adjutant and Inspector General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C.5. A., 
Richmond, Va., March 5, 1863. 
His Excellency ZEBULON B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, NaC «2 
Str: Ihave received your letter of the 28th ultimo, in reference to 
the conduct of Lieut. Col. J. A. Keith, Sixty-fourth North Carolina 
Regiment, and have directed General [D. S.| Donelson, commanding 
at ‘Knoxville, to investigate the matter and report the facts to the 
Department. nia wena ate 
respectfu our obedient servan 
oe ae J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. DEPT. VIRGINIA AND N. CAROLINA, 
No. 39. aan Va., — 5, Ae 
* * * * 

II. Jenkins’ brigade is relieved from aes duty with Mian: Gendvat 
Pickett’s division “and will proceed to the Blackwater and relieve the 
brigade of Brig. Gen. R. B. Colston. 

HL. Brig. Gen. R. E. Colston, with his brigade, is assigned tempora- 


* See p. 904. 
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rily to Major-General Pickett’s division and will report accordingly on 
being relieved by General [M.] Jenkins. ; anes bee ‘rote 
IV. The Fifty-fifth North Carolina Troops Is relieved from duty with 
Colston’s brigade and is temporarily assigned to the brigade com- 
manded by Brig. Gen. J. R. Davis. 
*  # * ee * * * 
By command of Lieutenant-General Longstreet : 
G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March [April]* 6, 1863. 


- Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War: 


Sir: I desire to cross the Blackwater on Saturday for the purpose 
of driving the enemy into his intrenchments at Suffolk while we draw » 


-out the supplies of subsistence and quartermaster’s stores from the 


counties east of that river. If the Navy Department can co-operate 
with us we may be able to capture Suffolk and its garrison. All that 
I desire at present is that such vessels as may be ready pass the ob- 
structions, so that they may be able to join us in case it should find 
a favorable opportunity for them. I believe that there is but one iron- 
clad of the enemy in the James River. If this is the case I presume that 
we could with our vessels and batteries on the river bank drive the 
enemy off, cut off any re-enforcements, and possibly capture the gar- 
rison. 
J remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Petersburg, Va., March 6, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. ARNOLD ELZEY, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your note of 
the. 5th instant, in reference to the proposed movement on Suffolk. 
General Longstreet left last night for Goldsborough, to be absent a few 
days. Your communication will be forwarded to him by this evening’s 
mail. 

[ am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, Wilmington, N. C., March 6, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, 
Commanding, de., Goldsborough, N. O.: 

GENERAL: The Whitworth guns are all we have to depend on to keep 
the blockaders at such a distance as will enable the steamers to run the 
blockade. One is at [Fort] Caswell, one at Fort Fisher, and ope about 
5 miles above [Tort] Fisher, on the beach. We have now four British 
and one Contederate steamer in port daily expecting to leave, and 
several steamers are expected to arrive. We have had an engagement 


* Misplaced. | 
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with the enemy over each one of these vessels, the enemy’s sloops of war 
fiercely attacking the forts while their smaller vessels attempt to cut 
off the steamers. This has happened at both forts. Without the dis- 
position alluded to at Fort Fisher we should have lost the Cornubia 
inevitably three days.ago. She had been thrice chased off the coast 
and became short of coal; running into the land at Masonborough she 
communicated with Colonel Lamb, and the disposition being offered, 
boldly made for the bar, a fleet of five vessels firing into her. She had 
the most valuable cargo of powder and arms she has yet brought. Un- 
_ der these circumstances, unless for a matter of greater and pressing im- 
portance, I should not like to take the responsibility of detaching the 
gun from the coast defense. What is this expedition of which you 
speak? General Longstreet wrote me something about it, but wanted 
me to send off half my force and half my garrisons. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
_ W.H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
March 7, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Commanding Department of North Carolina, &e.: 


GENERAL: I have received your letters of the 4th and 5th instant. 
I have as yet seen nothing to indicate a change of purpose in the enemy 
to attack Charleston. If Wilmington is their object, as supposed by 
General Whiting, it will be disclosed by the return of their mailed gun- 
boats and army. General Beauregard will no doubt communicate the 
withdrawal of the enemy from his department, and then, as soon as pos- 
sible, if Wilmington should be pointed at, our troops should be drawn 
to that point. I see that General Foster has returned to New Berne, 
but, as far as I can learn, without his troops. IJ supposed this might be 
in consequence of his, disagreement with General Hunter, and that 
leaving his forces with the latter officer was an additional sign that the 
attack on Charleston or Savannah was not abandoned. General Burn- 
side was reported a few days since to be in Washington City. <As far 
as I can form an opinion only three corps have been sent from General 
Hooker’s army to Newport News, and by the last reports they were still 
there and the indications showed that they did not contemplate an im- 
mediate departure. I have estimated their force at 21,000. All of our 
scouts agree (those from the enemy’s line as well as those on the Poto- 
mac) that only three corps have left; seven remain. They also report 
that some disaffected regiments have been sent away on the plea of pre- 
venting contagion. These latter are reported to have gone to Wash- 
ington and to their States for the purpose of recruiting, and their places 
to have been supplied by other regiments, so that their strength is equal 
to what it was before the battle. Their cavalry force has been greatly 
augmented recently, and the report still is that they intend to advance 
by this route. It is also stated that the corps sent to Newport News is 
intended for Burnside and that he will operate in North Carolina. 
General Hooker has his headquarters on the Potomac Creek near 
-Brooke’s Station. His army is located along the railroad from Fal- 
mouth to Aquia, but the greater part near Aquia. There are no signs 
of further embarkation of troops or collection of transports. The only 
steamers descending the Potomac are those apparently conveying sup- 


\ 


cannot conceive. I hope you will be able to get ion 
and put yourself in communication with General. Beauregard, so as to — 
be prepared for all emergencies. You had better keep yourself advised b 

of the movements of the force at Newport News. Sete 


re than returning absentees, conv a vol 
ere the large force said to be landing at New Berne comes fron 
aceurate informa 


Very truly, yours, R. I. LEE 
se General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C.S. A., | 
Richmond, Va., March 7, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 3 
Commanding, Wilmington, N. C.: 

GENERAL: I have received your letters of the 23d and 28th ultimo, 
stating the need for additional guns at Wilmington. Colonel Rhett, 
inspector of ordnance, reports, under date of the 2d instant, that ‘one 
10-inch gun will probably leave Richmond to-day for Wilmington. On 
Friday or Saturday a 4.62-inch rifled gun will be ready for that point, 
and early next week another, and probably a 10-inch also on Monday. 
A 30-pounder willbe ready, I hope, on Tuesday next.” Every exertion 
shall be made, as far as the resources of the Ordnance Bureau will allow, 
to meet the calls for guns necessary for the defense of Wilmington. I 
still believe the leading point, of attack designed by the enemy is Charles- 
ton; but they may recoil from that and make the attack you apprehend. 
All preparation therefore possible should certainly be made for such a 
contingency. 

Your obedient servant, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, N. 0., March 7, 1863, 
Hon. 8. R. MALLoRY, 
Secretary of the Navy: : 
Str: You can have the iron requested by your letter of the 13th 
ultimo, to be replaced, if you will permit it to be exchanged for the old 
iron on the different roads of the State. They are rapidly running 
down and are applying for the same iron. I suppose their worn-out 
rails would answer the same purpose for rolling. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
March 7, 1863. 


' Maj. Gen. D. H. HIL1, 


Comdg. Department of North Carolina, Goldsborough, N. O.: 


GENERAL: I regret that your courier should have missed those sta- : 


tioned between this point and Goldsborough, thus rendering it necessary 
for him to come all the way through. He came a different road from 
the one usually traveled. I have directed him which way to go in the 


: 
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morning and hope no mistake will occur in future. Your dispatches 
were received and your orders will be carried out. I have one of my 
best squadrons (Captain Harris’) on picket between Jacksonville and 
White Oak. Considering the present position of the enemy’s main cav- 
alry force (being in the vicinity of Deep Gully), and the fact that the 
bridge over New River was burnt by Colonel Baker, would it not be ad- 
visable to withdraw Captain Harris? Unless you object, I shall do so, 
as Iam much in need of more cavalry and desire to send an additional 


_ force to the neighborhood of Kinston. 


Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


B. H. ROBERTSON, ° 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, March 7, 1863. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond : 


GENERAL: I request you to define the limits and responsibility of 
this command. No difficulty but some little confusion now obtains in 
the staff departments from misapprehension. 

When I was assigned to duty here I was directed by the Secretary of 
War to report to the War Department, through the commanding gen- 
eral, then Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, now Lieutenant-General Longstreet. 
This was constituted a separate district—in no sense considered a part 
of the department command of North Carolina. 

In many respects, the nature of the command being considered—its 
object the special defense of a very important place and post, and the 
necessity which exists for direct communication between the officer in 
command hereand the Department—I think it best that the arrangement 
heretofore existing should be maintained and that I should be directed 
to consider myself under the command of the lieutenant-general com- 
manding and report direct to him. 

I do not, however, wish to be understood as making avy question or 
objection to any arrangement which may be considered best. I simply 
desire to have the command defined one way or another, expressing at 
the same time my opinion that itis best here to have communication 
as direct as possible. 

Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier- General. 


Respectfully forwarded through Lieutenant-General Longstreet, com- 
manding. 


[Indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS, March 12, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded. 
If any change has been made I am not aware of it. I hope that the 

matter may be settled as early as possible. 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 
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Rrcumonp, VA., March 9, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, Petersburg, Va.: 


GENERAL: Itis highly important to know the strength, organization, 
and position of the forces under your command, and you are desired to — 
give this information with the least delay practicable, extending your 
report so as'to embrace the forces on the line of North Carolina, Wil- 
mington included. 

Very respectfully, &c, 
8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Petersburg, Va., March 9, 1863. 


General S. G. FrENcH, Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: I am instructed by the commanding-general to direct that 
you order one of the regiments of cavalry now serving on the Blackwater 
down to Greenville, N. C., to operate with a brigade of infantry to be 
sent to Tarborough in covering and protecting foraging expeditions. 
The regiment should start with at least three days’ rations, and on its 
reaching Greenville the commander will notify General Hill, at Golds- 
borough, by telegraph, of the arrival of his command. The commanding 
general desires it to move with promptness and dispatch. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, N. C., March 9, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, 
Commanding at Goldsborough, N. C.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose communications * from Captain 
Whitford. Major Nethercutt desires me to say that he ascertained 
that the works at Shepherdsville or Newport can be turned on the left, 
through a bad road of swamp land for 4 or 5 miles; on the right, can- 
not be turned except by going around by Carolina City and crossing ‘ 
Newport River at railroad bridge. The enemy have pickets there and 
there is a block-house. Persons traveling the Sound road can be seen 
from the Sound in passing from Swansborough to Carolina City. The 
Sound road comes into the road that leads from Smith’s Mill to Carolina 
City immediately above Broad Creek; Fifty-first Massachusetts Regi- 
ment and five companies of cavalry are on duty at Shepherdsville. 

William F. Bell, called the 3d (now at Warsaw, a refugee), can give 
_ you more reliable information of that country than any one else. The. 
latest information of the enemy I forwarded you by telegraph. The 
negro alluded to in one of the telegrams is here a prisoner. He is intel- 
ligent, and his story as.to their numbers is corroborated by the rumors 
Majors Nethercutt and McNeill had from citizens. There is no enemy, 


*Not found. 
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_ I think, between here and 12 or 15 miles of New Berne.. Scouts were 
sent out yesterday but have not yet been heard from. My pickets are 
_ where they were when you were here. They were ordered there yester- 
_ day at 1o’clock. Heard from Colonel Lewis this morning. He makes no 

report of the enemy. I am trying to get information from New Berne. 
_ Will certainly keep you advised of everything I can hear of importance. 
~The telegram sent you last night about the enemy at White Oak River 

was to General Robertson, from one of his captains, on picket on the 

- opposite side. Maj. [J. H.] McNeill says he is reliable. The informa- 
tion was that from the noise he thought they were building a bridge 
_ there. The country was such that they could not see the enemy. I 

will open communication from there to General R. and will telegraph 
you anything that is important. 
Very respectfully, &c., 


JUNIUS DANIEL, 
Brigadier- General. 


Abstract from Field Return of Pickett’s division, Department of Virginia and North Caro- 
| lina, commanded by Maj. Gen. G. LE. Pickett, March 9, 1863. 
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Abstract from Return of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, 
Lieut, Gen, James Longstreet, C. S. Army, for March 10, 1863 
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Troops in the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, commanded by 
Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, for March 10, 1863. 


MAJ. GEN. A. ELZEY’S COMMAND. 


(Headquarters Richmond, Va.) 


Col. T. S. Rhett’s command. 
Co}. Jack Brown’s command. 


& 


Col. T. J. Page, Chaffin’s Bluff. 
Captain Lee, Drewry’s Bluff. 


Wise’s Brigade. 


MAJ. GEN. S. G. FRENCH’S COMMAND. 


(Headquarters, Petersburg, Va.) 


Brigadier-General Colston’s command. 
29th Virginia Regiment. 

Detached cavalry. 

Confederate Guard. 

Hargrove Blues. 


Moseley’s artillery battalion. 
Bradford’s battery. 
Sturdivant’s battery. 

Camp of paroled prisoners. 
Signal Corps. 


MAJ. GEN. D. H. HILL’S COMMAND. 
(Headquarters Goldsborough, N. C.) 


Daniel’s brigade. 
Pettigrew’s brigade. 
Robertson’s cavalry brigade. 
Reserve artillery. 


Troops at Goldsborough, N. C. 


Troops at Hamilton, N. C. 
Troops at Weldon, N. C. 


BRIG. GEN. W. H. C. WHITING’S COMMAND. 


(Headquarters Wilmington, N. C.) 


Evans’ brigade. 
Ransom’s brigade. 


Company F, Tenth North Carolina Troops. 


Company B, Sixty-first North Carolina 
Troops. 

Captain:Buie’s company, North Carolina 
Troops. 

Captain Moore’s cavalry. 

Captain Newkirk’s cavalry. 

Captain Smith’s cavalry. 

_ 3d Battalion North Carolina Artillery. 

10th Battalion North Carolina Artillery. 

Clark Artillery (heavy). 

Captain Adams’ light battery. 


Capt. [R.] Boyce’s (South Carolina) light 
battery. 

Capt. [J. R. | Branch’s light battery. 

Captain Paris’ light battery. 

Fort Caswell (six companies). 

Fort Fisher (nine companies). 

Fort French (one company). 

Fort Johnson (two companies). 

Fort Saint Philip (four companies). 

Light-House Battery (one company). 

Bridge guard (Weldon and Wilmington 
Railroad). 

Signal Corps. 


MAJ. GEN. J. B. HOOD’S DIVISION. 


(In camp near. Richmond, Va.) 


Anderson’s brigade. 
Law’s brigade. 
Robertson’s brigade. 
Toombs’ brigade. 


[W. K.] Bachman’s (South Carolina) 
battery. 

[H. R.] Garden’s battery. 

[James] Reilly’s battery. 


MAJ. GEN. G. E. PICKETT’S DIVISION. 


(In camp near Petersburg, Va.) 


Armistead’s brigade. 
Corse’s brigade. 
Garnett’s brigade. 


Jenkins’ brigade. 
Kemper’s brigade. 


UNATTACHED. 


Captain Lane’s battery. 


NOTE ON ORIGINAL.—Since the date of this report Jenkins’ brigade of Pickett’s di- 
vision has been ordered on the Blackwater and Colston’s brigade assigned to Pickett’s 


division. 
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TARBOROUGH, N. C., March 10, 1863—11 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, Goldsborough, N. C.: 4 
GENERAL: I was ordered to report to you for orders by telegraph on. 
my arrival at this place, but there is no office nearer than Rocky Mount. — 
L left Petersburg yesterday evening with 800 men ; the rest of my bri- 
gade, some 600 men, were to follow this morning. Iwas told the quar-— 
termaster of General Longstreet’s corps would make arrangements for . 
the transportation of my troops, which was not done, so that I have 
been able to bring with me only 160. I do not think my command will — 
get here till to-morrow night, if then. I have left all my baggage at | 
Petersburg except cooking utensils. Had I better send for all my 


camp and garrison equipage ? T hope to receive your instructions very 


soon. 
R. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


——— 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va. March 12, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. ARNOLD ELZEY, 
Commanding, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of —, expressing the views of the honor- 
able Secretary of War with regard toa movement against Suffolk, is 
received.* Will you do me the favor to explain to the honorable Sec- 
retary that I do not think that it would be a prudent move, while the 
enemy holds twenty-odd thousand men at Newport News, within a few 
hours’ sail of the city of Richmond? ‘To give the move the probability 
of success a large force should move, and to move a large force would 
leave Richmond in the power of the enemy should he be quick enough 
to avail himself of the opportunity. I am erecting some works on the 
James River below this with a view to keep back transports. When 
they are completed I desire to operate with my forces ; but in order 
that I may have reasonable hopes of success I should have cavalry. 
The difficulty that I shall have to contend against with regard to cayv- 
alry I have already explained in a previous letter to the War Depart- 
ment. A move against Suffolk, properly aided by cavalry, might be @ 
very successful and complete, but without this aid would be but a par- — 
tial success, which would hardly pay for the movement of the troops. — 
I do not consider it prudent under any circumstances to explain fully 
my plans, for the reason that if no one knows them but myself the en- 
emy will surely not hear of them. If they are made known to any one « 
but myself that person might in his sleep speak of them and they might 
reach the enemy. 

I am, general, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
LTieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 12, 1863. 
General 8. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General : 


GENERAL: Your letter directing that the troops from Western Vir- 
ginia be returned to their proper commands and that General Davis’ 


* See p. 871. 
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brigade be sent to Goldsborough is received.’ Please designate what 
troops are here from Western Virginia, as I have no record to show it. 
I had ordered General Garnett’s brigade to North Carolina before your 
letter was received, and hope that this may supersede the necessity of 
the move of Davis’ brigade. General Davis is on the Blackwater and 
occupies one of the most important positions in thedepartment. He is 
familiar with the country where he is and if taken from there a brigade 
would be sent there which would be placing them and General Davis 
in positions which are strange to all parties. Another reason for send- 
ing Garnett’s brigade was that it was thought that it might havea good 
effect to send some Virginia troops to that State. If it is necessary to 
move General Davis’ brigade, however, it will be done with pleasure. 
I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant- General. 


NAvy DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 
Ttichmond, March 13, 1863. 
Maj. Gen.’ DoH. ‘Hiux, ©.:8. A., 
Headquarters, Goldsborough, N. C.: 

DEAR Sir: Having directed Flag-Officer Lynch to invoke your aid 
to procure iron in North Carolina for the completion of gunboats, I beg 
leave to say that the water defenses of Wilmington would, I think, be 
regarded with satisfaction if the two iron-clad sloops under his charge 
there were completed. Covered with 4 inches of iron, placed at an angle 
of 36°, and mounting each four heavy guns they would be floating forts 
of the most formidable character. We have obtained from Georgia and 
South Carolina sufficient iron for one of these vessels. 

The demands for armor for vessels under construction in those States 
preclude us from obtaining more iron there at present, and unless we 
can get supplies from North Carolina for the rolling-mill at Atlanta, 
Ga., we shall be unable to complete the second vessel at present. 

We can construct boats for Albemarle and Pamlico Sounds, which, 
in my judgment, will expel or destroy the enemy if we can obtain the 
iron to plate them. ‘ 

Ten or 12 miles of railroad iron will meet these immediate wants and 
in taking it rails unfit for service on the roads could be selected. Iron 
thus taken from the roads of North Carolina would be rolled into plates 
at Richmond or Atlanta and returned for the defenses of that State. 

May I therefore ask you to aid Ilag-Officer Lynch in this important 
service ? . 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. R. MALLORY, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, Va., March 14, 1863. 


Lieutenant-General LONGSTREET, Commanding : 

GENERAL: I explained your views to the Secretary of War and showed 
him your letter. He said you were perfectly right, and he approves 
your course. General Lee reached here yesterday. No other news. 


With great respect, your obedient servant, 
ARNOLD ELZEY, 
Major-General. 
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BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 

é Chapin’s Farm, Va., March 14, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. ARNOLD HLZEY, ; af 
Commanding, &e., Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I respectfully beg to submit the following tabular state- 
ment of this command, in accordance with the cireular from the Ad- 
jutant and Inspector General’s Office, March 10, 1863 : 

The Fourth Virginia Heavy Artillery, Col. J. Thomas Goode ; 
Twenty-sixth Virginia Infantry, Col. P. R. Page; Porty-sixth Virginia 
Infantry, Col. R. T. W. Dake; Fifty-ninth Virginia Infantry, Col. W. 
B. Tabb; cavalry, Holeombe Legion (four companies), Col. W. P. 
Shingler ; Thirty-second Battalion Virginia Cavalry, Maj. J. R. Robert- 
son; Company D, Tenth Virginia Cavalry, Capt. L. J. Hawley ; Com- 
pany A, Light Artillery Battalion, Capt. A. D. Armistead; Company 
B, Light Artillery Battalion, Capt. D. A. French—battallion com- 
manded by Maj. A. W. Stark. : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier-General. 


Taos 


IBADQUARTERS, March 15, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, a 
Commanding, [ Wilmington], N. C.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 4th instant was received on my return 
to this place. You will need more troops for the defense of Wilmington 
when there is a probability of attack there, but I do not agree with you 
in your desire to mass troops there in order to have them for the attack. 
On the contrary, I think that every soldier should be kept busy. If 
the troops at Wilmington are not constantly employed there they should 
be in the field, annoying the enemy whenever and wherever it may be 
done. They should not, however, be so far removed from Wilmington 
as to be out of supporting distance should they be needed there. I 
should think that a brigade was quite enough for sudden emergencies, 
particularly in case those used in the field are placed between you and 
the enemy. If we hold isolated positions by detachments the enemy 
‘ney - his pleasure move upon the different points and take them in 
detail. . : 

T remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General. — é 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 15, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. D. H. Hix, Goldsborough, N. C.: 


GENERAL: If your observation upon your expedition leads you to 
suppose that any important results may obtain by a stronger expedition 
against New Berne advise me at once, and I will endeavor to assist you 
in making more complete arrangements. I can spare the Whitworth 
that Ihave here as soon as I can get *‘ Long Tom” and “Charlie,” as 
they are called, in my battery at Fort Powhatan. Ihave established a 
battery at Fort Powhatan for the purpose of intercepting transports 
should they attempt to pass up James River. If the reduction of New 
Berne is practicable in field operations, I submit the following as my 


«sald eM eae Sa aaa : a el ee aha 
ssa CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 921 


plan, and the only one that I ean see, viz: Have three’ bri eades, with 
one Whitworth, down on the south side of the Neuse; one of Whiting’s 


_ brigades and one Whitworth up to join you near New Berne, and one 


brigade down on the north side of the Neuse, with the Whitworth that 
Ihave here. If we can drop a ball into the fort every minute from these 
directions the troops may become frightened and surrender. If the 
matter is practicable, I will either join you myself or, remaining here, 


will make astrong diversion against Suffolk. I shall start for the Black- 


water on the day after to-morrow and expect to be absent six days. If 
you wish to telegraph me, do so at Franklin; that is, if you wish to 


~ do so in the next four days. 


I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

' JAMES LONGSTRERT, 
Lieutenant- General. 
N. B.—This must not go beyond yourself. 


Hpqrs. FORCES NEAR DREWRY’S BLUFF, VA., 
March 15, 1863. 
Maj. T. O. CHESTNEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Richmond, Va. : 

MaAJor: In compliance with orders received from Major-General E1- 
zey’s headquarters, I respectfully submit to you the following tabular 
report of my command, viz: 

Maj. B. H. Gee, commanding Fifty-ninth Georgia Infantry Regiment; 
Capt. W. A. Graham,* commanding Second Squadron, Second North 
Carolina Cavalry. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JACK BROWN, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


Swirt CREEK, March 15, [1863]—9 p. m. 
General D. H. HILL: 

A scout from Street’s Ferry, sent down for the purpose, reports that 
there is no doubt of the landing of a large force, and from the noise he 
thinks they are fixing a pontoon’over the Neuse to bring their infantry 
over. Captain Whitfcerd is convinced that we shall have it to-morrow. 
It seems soto me. Send me a regiment of cavalry immediately and 
come yourself. My danger is on my right flank and rear; by marching 
from Greenville you can protect both. Bring your provisions and am- 
munition. Send them soon, directly to Kinston. I haveno couriers. 

J. J. PETTIGREW, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
March 16, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Commanding, &e., Petersburg, Va.: 
GENERAL: As far as can be ascertained from my own observation, 
from the reports from our scouts on the opposite side of the Rappahan- 
nock, and from what the citizens say, I am led to believe that none of 


*Since ordered to Petersburg. 
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the army of General Hooker have left the vicinity of Aquia, except 
the corps of General Smith, which went to Newport News. It is also 
reported that it is General Hooker’s intention to cross the river and ad- | 
vance as soon as the state of the roads will permit, and that in fact he 
has issued repeated orders to that effect. I am not fully informed as to 
their apparent intentions, strength, &c., on the south side of the James _ 
River, but we should be prepared to concentrate to meet him wherever | 
he should advance in force. From present indications it is fair to pre- ~ 
sume that we shall be called upon to engage him first on the Rappa- 
hannock, and I desire you to be prepared for this movement, and make 
endeavors to keep yourself advised of the disposition and preparations 
of the enemy on our front for moving the troops recently detached from 
the First Corps, or such of them or others as may be necessary in that 
direction. As our numbers will not admit of our meeting him on equality 
everywhere we must endeavor, by judicious dispositions, to be enabled 
to make our troops available in any quarter where they may be needed, 
after the emergency passes in one place to transfer them to any other 
point that may be threatened. Please let me hear from you on this 
subject. 
R. E. LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., March 16, 1863. 
General 8. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 


GENERAL: I send you ‘to-day a tabular statement of my command, 
as required by the letter of Maj. [S. W.] Melton, of the 10th instant. I 
call your attention to the following list of unattached companies of 
heavy artillery: Captain MeBryde’s company, 92 strong, Fort Caswell; 
Capt. W. A. Holland’s company, 54 strong, Fort Johnson; Capts. A. 
McRae’s company, 143 strong, and George Tait’s company, 84 strong, 
‘Fort Fisher; Capt. Calvin Barnes’ company, 61 strong, Fort Saint 
Philip; Capts. D. M. Beuie’s company, 78 strong, R. G. Rankin’s com- 
pany, 116 strong, city garrison; W. B. Lewis, Company A, 86 strong, 
H. M. Barnes, Company B, 90 strong, and OC. [M.] T. McCauley, Com- 
pany ©, 94 strong. Total, 893. The last three constitute the Tenth 
North Carolina Battalion, and under the command of Maj. W.-L. Young. 
These companies are in service for three years or the war; are well 
drilled and armed. They are heavy artillery, and have been raised in 
the district for the defense of the Cape Fear and Wilmington. I think 
it will be better on all accounts and that the efficiency of these troops 
will be promoted by organizing them into a regiment. Should a move 
from here become necessary this will have to be done. I propose that 
the ten companies as they stand in order of the rank of captains shall 
be constituted or accepted as a regiment of Confederate troops; and as 
they are already in service I recommend for appointment the following 
field officers: To be colonel, Robert Tansill, captain, 0. S. Army ; to be 
lieutenant-colonel, John J. Hedrick, major battalion of artillery OB; 
Army, and to be major, W. L. Young, major battalion of artillery C. 
S. Army. Capt. [Robert] Tansill, C.S. Army (Regular Army), formerly 
an officer of Marines and late colonel First [Second] Virginia Artillery 
is a Virginian, is now acting inspector-general, and has been frequently 
recommended for promotion. His knowledge of the profession is 
thorough and extensive. I know no officer whom I should prefer to — 
command a regiment. Maj. John J. Hedrick is from this town and 
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State, and is a most active and indefatigable officer. He is now in com- 

_ mand of Fort Saint Philip. The works he has constructed both there 
and at Fort Fisher entitle him to great credit. He isan artillery officer 
of rare promise and an excellent disciplinarian. Major Young is also 
from this State, and commands a battalion of three companies. He is 
a young officer of great energy, and has displayed great zeal in the de- 
fense of this place. ‘These officers are all on duty here and with the 
troops it is proposed they shall command. If you approve of this sug- 
gestion please to let me know and lay this matter before the President 

—_ for his action. 

Very respectfully, 

W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 17, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, Goldsborough, N. C.: 


GENERAL: Your telegram of report of the scout Harrison is received. 
If it is confirmed you had better move Garnett’s brigade near enough 
to you to be in easy supporting distance and keep me advised, that I 
may send you other re-enforcements. I shall hold three other brigades 
ready for you. Meantime get all the provisions together that you can 
and have your supply of ammunition well looked to. If you do not get 
satisfactory information otherwise put your cavalry together and send 
it with a battery toward the enemy’s rear and learn what the enemy is 
going to do. 

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 17, 1863. 
General M. Jenkins, Franklin, N. C.: 

GENERAL: General D. H.. Hill telegraphs the arrival of re-enforce- 
ments at New Berne. Those at Suffolk are probably intended tor New 
Berne. 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


‘ 
HEADQUARTERS, March 17, 1863. 
General R. E. LEE, 
Commanding, &e., Fredericksburg, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 16th is just received. I have Hood’s 
division on the railroad ready for a move in any direction, and have 
kept him there with the view to some such emergency as indicated in 
your letter. The order for the return of the troops from Western Vir- 
ginia to their old positions and some movements that I thought best to 
make in order to draw the enemy out into some development of his 
plans have made it necessary to detach some of General Pickett’s 
division. I shall be ready to join you with Hood’s division at any mo- 
ment unless there is a fine opportunity to strike a decided blow here, 
in which case I think I had better act promptly and trust to your being 
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able to hold the force in your front in check until IT can join you. The © 
force at Newport News is reported to-day as moving to re-enforce Suf- 
folk. I fear that the real objectis to join Foster at New Berne. If this 
is the intention I shall be obliged to move all of Pickett’s division down 
to Goldsborough. I have tolerably accurate information of this force 
and put it down at 20,000 full, but its condition is such that I do not 
regard it as certain to succeed in any desperate undertaking. The pris- — 
oners taken at Arkansas Post are expected here to-day. If they arrive 
they will be organized and armed at once, and will help us along wonder- 
fully. 1am about to start out for the Blackwater, and will write to you 
more fully on my return. : 
Iam, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, N. C., Mareh 17, 1868. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, 
Commanding at Goldsborough, N. O.: 

GENERAL: [herewith inclose dispatches* from Generals Garnett and 
Pettigrew; they came directed to you; I opened them for the purpose 
of gaining information of the enemy’s movements. I have not heard 
from General Pettigrew since I saw you. I think, however, that he is 
not in any immediate danger, or I should have heard from him or Cap- 
tain Whitford. I have sent a courier to Captain Whitford to find out 
the state of affairs there and will let you know as soon asIhear. Gen- 
eral Robertson I have not yet heard from. Mr. J.C. Washington has a 
contract with the Confederate Government for the delivery of a large 
amount of iron, and he has a lot of corn here to enable him to feed his 
operatives. He has offered to exchange this corn for the same quantity 
in the vicinity of Tarborough, and as it is more abundant there than 
here I think it would be well to make the exchange. Will I be allowed 
to make the exchange? The quartermaster there could give him the 
quantity that he turns over to the quartermaster at this post. Ihave 
received no report this morning from my pickets. 

Very respectfully, 
JUNIUS DANIEL, 
Brigadier-General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 18, 1863. 
General R. E. LEX, 
Commanding, &c., Fredericksburg, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of 10.30 p. m. yesterday is received. I donot 
think it would be well to draw off any portion of Pickett’s division at 
present. All of it cannot well be taken from here as long as the enemy 
holds this force of his so near Richmond. The force at Newport News’ 
and Suffolk cannot be less than 26,000. We shall have to meet that 
with hardly a third, including Pickett’s division; but there are three 
brigades of Pickett’s division near here, which may possibly be thrown 
up by rail; that is if the enemy makes no effort to advance by the south 
side. I think, however, that he will make a diversion from Suffolk, and 
as strong as is in him. 

Your letter,t in relation to supplies, of yesterday is this moment re- 


*Not found. tNot found; but see Longstreet to Hill, same date. 
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ceived. All things considered I now think that our better plan would 
have been to fight the enemy on the Rappahannock with the force that 
you have there, or slightly diminished even, and to leave the force that 
was here to drive back the enemy in North Carolina and draw out the 
supplies there. I cannot divest myself of the opinion that an obstinate 
resistance on the Rappahannock will hold that line, and the force that I 
had here would then do to drive the enemy out of North Carolina, where 
it seems we must get our supplies. With the force left here by the with- 
drawal of Hood’s division nothing can be done more than to hold our 

fortified positions and railroads, and the latter is somewhat doubtful. 
If it is necessary to give ground anywhere it seems to me that it would 
have been better to retire your force across the Anna, and to keep pos- 
session of all that part of North Carolina where we may be able to get 
supplies. From your report of the scarcity of supplies with you I fear 
that Hood’s division may be more than you can supply, and I doubt if 
it can reach you in time by marching. I shall therefore try and have 
it sent by railroad, unless I get authority by telegraph to stop it. I 
shall go to Richmond this afternoon and await there further intelli- 
gence. 
; I remain, general, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General. 


P. S.—The enemy is re-enforcing at New Berne and at Suffolk. His 
intentions it is presumed are to make diversions on both points when 
he moves to cross the Rappahannock. Success at either point will be 
pushed, of course, unless he fails again on the Rappahannock. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
March 18, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HIL1, 
Commanding, &c., Goldsborough, N. C.: 


GENERAL: The commanding general has received your letter of last 
night. He leaves this afternoon for Richmond. He wrote you fully 
this morning, and the letter is sent you with this. By his direction I 
have telegraphed you that you might go as you propose and use Ran- 
som’s brigade. I have also telegraphed to General Whiting to respond 
to your call for that brigade. The enemy seems to be pressing on the 
Rappahannock. It looks as if a battle must soon be fought there. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 18, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL: ae 

GENERAL: I have just received a letter from General Lee, calling for 
Hood’s division back upon the Rappahannock. The enemy is reported 
across with cavalry and artillery at Kelly’s Ford and attempting with 
infantry at United States Ford. General Lee calls for myself, also 
and Pickett’s division. The latter, I think, cannot be spared; at all 
events not till we ascertain what is likely to be the disposition of the 
force lately held at Newport News. I shall start back to Rappahannock 
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to-morrow unless other news is received. If the enemy moves against i 4 
you you will have to try and hold your positions by obstinate resistance. 


The force [lately] at Newport News is supposed to be at Suffolk, and a 
part of it is supposed to be the re-enforcements reported at New Berne. 
Try and be well advised of the troops in your front, and if any re-en- 
forcements come from Charleston call on General Beauregard for some 
of his forces, advising him, of course, that the enemy is re-enforced in 
your front from his. If you find that you cannot hold and protect your 
railroad, then Wilmington must be looked to and held at allhazards. It 
cannot be long before we will be able to help you from the Rappahan- 
nock. I doubt now if we will be able to give you any further aid 
from there until’ the battle is fought on the Rappahannock. The en- 
emy may advance by the Blackwater with his re-enforcements or they 
may be moved down to re-enforce the garrison at New Berne. What- 
ever arrangement he makes it seéms now that we must first overcome 
his force at Fredericksburg. 
I remain, general, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General. 


RicumonD, VA., March 19, 1863. 
General R. E. LEE, 
Commanding, Fredericksburg, Va.: 


GENERAL: I wrote you hastily yesterday, which partially answered 
your letter of the 17th instant. In one of your letters you ask what I 
can do toward procuring supplies in North Carolina. I can, I think, 
get all of the supplies in that State if I can use my forces; but if the 
two divisions are to be held in readiness to join you, or even one of 
them, I can do nothing. The enemy has 40,000 men, at the lowest esti- 
mate, between York River and the Cape Fear. I have about the same, 
but almost every available man for active operations must be held to 
re-enforce you; therefore I cannot use them. If the divisions of Pickett 
and Hood are to be withdrawn whenever the enemy on the Rappahan- 
nock advances we shall leave a force of twenty-odd thousand near 
Suffolk, with no force to oppose it, except Davis’ brigade, and on this 
side of the James River the usual garrison of the city. A tolerably 
respectable move from Suffolk would give the enemy possession of Pe- 
tersburg fortified. He could take it without the loss of aman. That 
point in his possession North Carolina would soon be at his command 
from the railroad east. That line would cut off most of the supplies 
that we depend upon for our sustenance. I know that itis the habit 
with individuals in all armies to represent their own positions as the 
most important ones, and it may be that this feeling is operating with 
me; but I am not prompted by any desire to do, or to attempt to do 
great things. I only wish to do what I regard as my duty—give you 
the full benefit of my views. It seems to me to bea matter of prime 
necessity with us to keep the enemy out of North Carolina in order that 
we may draw out all the supplies there, and if we give him ground at 
all it would be better to do so from the Rappahannock. It is right, as 
you say, to concentrate and crush him; but will it be better to concen- 
trate upon his grand army rather than on his detachments and then 
make a grand concentration on the grand army? If we draw off from 


the front of his grand army we ought to be able to crush rapidly his 


detachments, and at the same time hold the grand army in check as far 


a 
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back as the South Anna at least, particularly while the roads are so 
very bad, then concentrate on the grand army and try and dispose of 


_ that. We have been ready to fight for the last three months, and have 


only failed to do so because we could not reach his force on the Rap- 
pahannock, and because it was not convenient to touch him elsewhere. 
if we delay until he is again ready to give battle we give him all that 
he can desire, besides we fail to avail ourselves of the opportunity to 
produce a favorable political impression at the North, or rather we fail 
to reap the rewards of that impression already produced. If we cripple 
him only, a little at one place and then another, we may mutually pro- 
duce grand results. I hope that I have gone into details sufficiently to 
give you my views, but I am always ready to do and to say all that I can. 
I remain, general, most respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Ineutenant-General, Commanding. 


General Hood is ordered back to his old camp. 


ADJT. AND INSP. GEN.’S OFFICE, WAR DEPT., C.S. A., 
Richmond, Va., March 19, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Commanding, de., Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: The Secretary of War directs me to say to you that in ac- 
cordance with the telegram received from General Lee you are directed 
to recall the divisions of Generals Hood and Pickett and to retain them 
in their former positions or such others as you may select. In your 
absence, and for the sake of expedition, similar orders were issued di- 
rectly to Generals Hood and Pickett yesterday. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN WITHERS, 
Tieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
March 19, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Commanding, Le. : 

GENERAL: On my arrival here yesterday I learned that the cavalry 
force of the enemy which crossed at Kelly’s Ford had subsequently re- 
tired, and that the reported attempt to force a passage at the United 
States Ford had not been made. I therefore sent a telegram to General 
Cooper, requesting that the divisions ordered up here might be stopped 
and returned to their former positions. I need not remind you that it 
will be necessary to maintain great vigilance in your front.as well as 
here, and to hold the troops at both points ready to co-operate when- 
ever it is correctly ascertained where the attack of the enemy will fall. 
I hope you will be able to act on the suggestions contained in my letter 
from Richmond relative to obtaining all the supplies possible of forage 
and subsistence from North Carolina and turn all the energies of your 
department in that Girection. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 
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StATE OF NoRTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, N. C., March 19, 1863. 

General R. BE. Ln: vit 

His Excellency Governor Vance has received information that certain 
soldiers belonging to the brigades of Generals Ramseur and Hoke are 
now under arrest and are being tried for desertion. His Excellency is _ 
deeply pained to learn this, and directs me to communicate to you the ~ 
facts and circumstances connected with the return of these men to the 
army. While Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith was in command of this depart- 
ment he caused an order to be issued extending a full pardon (except 
torfeiture of pay for the period of unauthorized absence) to all enlisted 
men absent without leave who should voluntarily return to their respect- 
ive commands on or before February 10. Upon consultation between 
General Smith and the Governor it was thought that a proclamation 
by His Excellency, appealing to the patriotism and State pride of ab- 
sentees, would induce their speedy return to duty. A proclamation was 
accordinglly issued, and the reasonable expectation as to its effect was 
fully realized and hundreds were induced to return to their colors. The 
period at first limited was so brief that numbers in remote parts of the 
State were unable to comply. With a knowledge of this fact, and in 
conformity with an order of General French, another proclamation was 
issued extending the time to March 5. It is true that General Smith’s 
order could only extend to his own department, but His Excellency 
thought it right to extend it to all North Carolina soldiers. Copies of 
the order of General Smith and the proclamation of the Governor are 
herewith inclosed.* In the-opinion of His Excellency the punishment of 
these men would be a gross violation of justice and good faith, and he 
enters his most solemn protest against it. In issuing these proclama- 
tions he was actuated by a sincere and earnest desire to promote the in- 
terest of the public service and he had reason to believe that his course - 
would meet the approbation of the Confederate authorities, and he trusts 
and believes that in this reasonable hope he will not be disappointed. 
He will not allow himself to doubt that your sense of justice and right 
will induce you to cause all such soldiers to be immediately discharged | 
from arrest. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

DAVID A. BARNES, 
Aide-de-Camp to the Governor. 


ENGINEER BUREAU, 
: Richmond, Va., March 19, 1863. 
Maj. W. T. ALEXANDER, 


Quartermaster and Inspector of Transportation : 


MAJOR: I have the pleasure to inclose a tabular statement of the 
distances from the Capitol to the batteries around Richmond. The dis- 
tances both by the road and by air-line are given. 


* General Smith’s order and the Governor’s second proclamation not found. 
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— Abstract Srom Field Return of Picket’’s division, Department of Virginia and North Caro- ae 3 
a; lina, temporarily commanded by Brig. Gen. J. L. Kemper, March 19, 1863. 
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NovTsK FROM RETURN. —Fifty-seventh Virginia Regiment, aggr egate present last report, 528; on de- 
tached duty at Fort Powhatan, First Virginia Regiment, aggregate present last report, 206 ; on 
detached service at Fort Powhatan. Bradford's battery assigned to duty with the division since ‘last 


report. [Garnett’s brigade] on detached duty in North Carolina. 
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Abstract from Field Return of troops commanded by Maj. Gen. S. G. French, March 20, 1863. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 20, 1863. 
General 8. COOPER, : 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to forward herewith a rough statement* 
of the cavalry force in this department. As soon as I can get accurate 
statements of the regiments and detached companies I propose to or- 
ganize the force into two brigades, and desire General Ransom’s promo- 
tion as major-general, to command the cavalry. Col. B.D. Hallis highly 
recommended by Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill for brigadier-general of cavalry. 
I hope that he may be appointed to take the Second Brigade. If this 
force cannot be formed into a division of cavalry I desire authority to 
transfer General Ransom from his position in the infantry to the charge 
of the cavalry asa brigade. I have already explained to the Depart- 
ment the difficulties in the way of efficient operations of the cavalry, and 
desire that some action may be had which will increase its efficiency. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, N. C., March 20, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, 
Commanding at Goldsborough, N. O.: 


GENERAL: I send up names of those who acted well in skirmishes on 
the 7th instant. The names of those who acted well last week I will 
send up as soon as the commanders can make them out. The charges 
against Forstler, the deserter, go up in the morning. Major Guion re- 
ported this morning, and I directed him to examine the country with a 
view of making a line from the work around the obstructions to Wash- 
ingtow’s Hill. I will report as soon as it can be made. I would like 
very much to have Coleman or some good engineer officer. The regi- 


* Not found, 
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_ ment is ready tomake the demonstration upon Core Creek. ‘The weather 

is still bad, and by starting to-morrow it will make the attack upon 

_ Sunday, and I would prefer that the men should rest on that day if 

_ any other day will answer as well. Please telegraph me whether you 
desire the move to be made to-morrow. 


Very respectfully, &c., 


JUNIUS DANIEL, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 20, 1863. 


' Maj. Gen. D. H. Hitu, Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: General Kemper’s brigade is on the road to co-operate 
with Garnett in an expedition against Washington. I will send General 
Pickett to take charge of the expedition. I desire that you will collect 
and give General Pickett such information, guides, and written instrue- 
tions as you deem proper, and to telegraph me what number of batteries 

_ will be required for the expedition and the kind of pieces. I shall give 
General Pickett general instructions but subject to such changes as you 
may see fit to make. I will send you a copy of them. Meanwhile I 
wish you to continue your arrangements, and if the expedition had bet- 
ter be made immediately do not allow this to delay it.. I send General 
Pickett to take charge of it, because I think it prudent that you should 

—be at Goldsborough with all the force now there to watch the enemy 

~ and prevent any movement against the expedition from New Berne. 
If there is no probability of such a move nor of trouble at Goldsborough 
from the force'at New Berne you. had better proceed at once on the 
expedition against Washington if it is already prepared. 
-I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Ineutenant- General, Commanding. 


P. S.—In your letter of the 16th, giving some account of your expe- 
dition against New Berne, you intimate that there may have been some 
desire on the part of the Department ‘to perpetrate a swindle” upon 
you in putting you in command in North Carolina. I presume that 
this was not intended as an official communication and have not for- 
warded it. LT hope that you will send up another account of you trip. 


are 


RicHMOND, March 21, 1863. 
General J. H. WINDER, 
Commanding Department of Henrico, ce. : 


GENERAL: I am instructed by the Secretary of War to ask that you 
will strengthen the night guard of this building by adding another 
sentinel. 

He will report for orders to Mr. Peebles, disbursing clerk of the War 
Department. i 

Very respectiu &e. 
ied hae i JOHN WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
. | Petersburg, Va., March 21, 1863. — 
General D. H. HILL, 
Commanding, &c., Goldsborough, N. C.: 

GENERAL: Yourletters of the 19th and 20th arereceived. If Ransom’s 
brigade is brought to Goldsborough you will not need Kemper’s, and it 
had better be returned at once, and Ransom’s being at Goldsborough 
will relieve me of all anxiety about that place and save the necessity of 
sending General Pickett down. I have ordered my Whitworth gun to 
be sent you for the expedition, but I cannot let it go any farther, as 
General Lee regards it as part of his command, and will require it if he 
recalls me to his aid. The snow is 10 or 12 inches deep, and the Whit- 
worth at Fort Powhatan. I fear therefore that I will not be able to 
get it here in time to ship it to-morrow afternoon, but it shall go as soon 
as it is possible to get it off. Send some one to meet it and conduct it 
to you. It will be ordered to Tarborough from here. 

I desire you to move from Greenville as quickly as possible. The suc- 
cess of such expeditions depends altogether upon their promptness and 
action. If you need Kemper at any point in your rear keep him for the 
time, but send him back as soon as possible. General Pickett will not — 
be sent down, as General Ransom’s presence at Goldsborough will sat- 
isfy all conditions. You must always have an eye to drawing out the 
supplies from the country in which you move. You will not confine _ 
yourself to the prices fixed by the Department in purchasing supplies, 
but give the market price and liberal prices for transportation when- 
ever you purchase near the enemy’s lines; and when you purchase and 
find that you can draw off the supplies, take every pound that is in the 
market, and when you find it necessary impress at the market prices. 
If it is necessary, you can leave Garnett’s brigade to protect trains, &e., 
while hauling. I suppose that you will need General Pettigrew’s at 
Goldsborough. If not, you can also use it in aiding you to get out 
supplies. 

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, N. C., March 21, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, 
Commanding at Goldsborough, N. C.: 


GENERAL: Your note of this date has been received. From its con- 
tents I presume you intend me to await Kemper’s arrival, should he be 
accidentally detained beyond Monday. I understand Blount Hall to 
be the place you desire me to go to. I think it a more suitable position 
than Snow Hill for the reason you assign. The place I refer to is, I 
presume, the one you mean ; it is on one of the roads leading from this 
place to Greenville, about 18 or 20 miles from here, between the Con- 
tentnea and Greenville, and some 6 or 8 miles from the Neuse. I shall 
take with me three days’ rations. I have but four pieces of artillery 
now belonging to my brigade, General Pettigrew not having returned 
the two rifle guns. I wish to take one of the four-gnn batteries here ; 
there will then be left twelve pieces besides those Kemper will bring 
with him. I would like to have the troops I leave behind on picket 
duty relieved as soon as possible. I think they can be relieved on 
Wednesday, and wish you would so order it. Nethereutt’s people will 
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_ be here and they know the country thoroughly. I will not send the 
regiment to Core Creek on Monday, as it could not join me before 
_ Thursday or Friday, would leave my brigade very much scattered, and 
_ would very much impair its efficiency. Kemper can make the demon- 
_ Stration if you still desire it. Colonel Lewis will remain in command 
of the outposts until my men are relieved, and he can give all the in- 
formation. The regiment that I should have sent knew nothing at all 
of ie country. With Nethercutt’s people there will be no lack of 
guides. 
= Lam, general, very respectfully, &c., 
: JUNIUS DANIEL, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 21, 1863. 
General R. E. LEE, Commanding, Ge. : 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 19th is received. JI am doing all that 
I can to draw the supplies from the eastern portion of North Carolina, 
but have been obliged to detach portions of General Pickett’s division 
for that purpose. My operations must be very limited, as I do not feel 
authorized to use Hood’s division for any purpose, as it would take him 
so [far] from you that he would not be able to join you at Fredericks- 
burg. In this connection I would suggest that the troops should be 
taken up by rail instead of the artillery. I think that you will need the 
infantry more than the artillery. When I arrived at Richmond I found 
that the troops were moving up to join you by marching and the bat- 
talion of artillery shipping by rail. The movement of the latter had 
better be delayed than that of the former. 

I remain, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET. 


P. S.—I send you a report just received. Reports reach me from 
various directions leading to the same conclusion. The commander on 
the Blackwater has reported the arrival of large re-enforcements at 
Suffolk. I believe that an advantageous battle could be made at Suf- 
folk in the next fifteen days, but at least one division in addition to 
what we have would be necessary. 

Most respectfully, a 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
March 21, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Commanding Department, de., Petersburg, Va. : 

GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 19th instant. I had 
hoped that you would have been able with the troops in North Carolina 
to have accomplished the object proposed in my letter of the 17th* 
and did not suppose that you would have required Pickett’s and Hood’s 
divisions, as from information I received the enemy between the Roan- 
oke and Tar is feeble. I still think if you can retain them in reserve, 
to be thrown on any point attacked or where a blow can be struck, it 
will be the best disposition of them. If, however, you see an opportu- 


* Not found. 
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nity of dealing a damaging blow, or of driving him from any important — 
positions, do not be idle, but act promptly. If circumstances render it 
impossible or disadvantageous for you to rejoin this army when attacked 
we must withdraw toward you, if we cannot resist alone. 

In operating against any point accessible to the enemy’s gunboats be 
prepared for them. Iam confident that at all times and in all places 
you will do all that can be done for the defense of the country ana — 
advancement of the service, and are ready to co-operate or act sin gly as 
circumstances dictate. I only wish you therefore to keep me advised 
of your movements that I may shape mine accordingly, and not to feel 
trammeled in your operations other than is required by the general plan 
of operations when an opportunity offers for you to advance the object 
of the campaign. 

I am, with great respect, very truly, yours, 
R. EH. LEB, 
General. 


——____— 


STatE oF NortTH CAROLINA, HXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, N. C., Mareh 21, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: Yours of 7th instant, inclosing letters from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cook and General Jones, in relation to impressment of forage by a de- 
tachment of General Jenkins’ cavalry, has been received.. I am sorry 
to see that the charge of impressment is denied upon the authority of 
Sergeant Hale. The concurrent testimony of the citizens of about 
twenty counties with at least fifty letters to that effect in my office 
would seem to be sufficient to establish a fact of general notoriety. 
Those men were in several detachments, operating inas many different 
counties, and Sergeant Hale hardly could know what they were all doing 
at the same time. Their method was to go toa farmer’s house and tell 
him they wanted corn at $1.50 per bushel, and if he did not sell it they 
would take it. In some instances their quartermaster attended public 
sales and publicly notified the assemblage (most of them families of 
absent soldiers) that they need not bid for the corn; that they were 
determined to have it. Yielding where resistance would have been 
useless they (the cavalry) took the corn at such price as they saw 
proper to pay, and this is notimpressment! I beg leave also to assure 
you that the imputations indulged in by General Jones and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cook against the loyalty of the people of that region (1 suppose 
also upon the authority of Sergeant Hale) are entirely without founda- 
tion in fact, the refusal to take Confederate money, if such was the case, 
originating solely in the fact that they did not have the corn to sell. 
Neither North Carolina money nor gold could buy an article which was 
not in the country. That country, to my personal knowledge, may 
safely challenge any similar region in the South to show a better mus- 
ter-roll in the army. But that is not the matter at issue. I complain 
that a large body of broken-down cavalry horses are in North Carolina, 
eating up the subsistence of the people in aregion desolated by drought 
and reduced to the verge of starvation ; impressing it at prices about 
one-half the market rates. The people or the horses must suffer. I 
ask for the removal of the horses. Is it denied or refused? That is 
the question. I beg leave to disabuse your mind of the impression 
which it seems to entertain, that I objected to these impressments be- 
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- cause they were for Virginia cavalry. By no means. I did not term 
_ them such, at least did not so intend to term them. I have no preju- 
_ dice against the troops from any State engaged in defending the com- 
_ mon cause, but I am unwilling to see the bread taken from the mouths 
of women and children for the use of any troops, when those troops 
_ might be easily removed to regions where there is corn to sell, and I 
earnestly request once more that they may be so removed. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. B. VANCE. 
{Indorsements. ] 
MARcH 25, 1863. 
Respectfully referred to Maj. Gen. S. Jones for information and re- 
port; also for reference to Brigadier-General Jenkins’ command. It is 
a matter of much concern to this Department that there is so much of | 
evil spoken of General Jenkins’ bands of cavalry. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
April 6, 1863. 
Respectfully returned to the War Department with the report of 
Col. W. H. French of the 3d instant. My own remarks on this letter 
were given in my letter* of the 2d instant to the Secretary of War. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major- General. 
[Inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Salem, Va., April 3, 1863, 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Commanding Department of Western Virginia : 

GENERAL: A communication from His Excellency Governor Vance, 
of North Carolina, referred by the Secretary of War to youand by you to 
myself, has just been received. In reply 1 would state on the subject of 
impressment that no orders have ever been issued to any officer or agent 
of this command to impress forage prior to your communication*® of the 
22d ultimo, authorizing Capt. [M. B.] Porteaux, assistant quartermaster. 
to do so. If any impressments have been made not included in that 
authority the party making them rendered himself liable to charges, 
and on proper notification from any aggrieved person in North Carolina 
they would have been promptly preferred and the complaint fally 
investigated; and I beg leave to state that, notwithstanding the fifty 
letters received by Governor Vance and the notoriety of the offenses of 
Jenkins’ bands of cavalry, not one single specific charge has ever been 
sent to these headquarters from that or any other source since I have 
been in command of this brigade (nearly a month), nor before General 
Jenkins left, as I am informed by a member of his staff. 

On another point touching the character of this command I feel called 
upon to state that the larger portion of it has been quartered here in 
this county nearly four months, and I would invite investigation to the 
fact that no serious complaints have been made by any citizens; and 
while officers and agents sent out by us under your orders on detached 
service at remote points to arrest deserters and forage horses may have 


* Not found. 
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been guilty of improper conduct, such offenders have, on due notice, 
always been brought to justice. It seems hardly reasonable that the 
reputation of a whole command should suffer on account of the offenses 
of afew members, removed from the eye of its commander, when the 
offenses are not reported and no opportunity is afforded him to render 
justice. It was from no desire to impeach the loyalty of the citizens of 
North Carolina that it was stated they would not receive Confederate . 
money, but frequent instances which have occurred seem to indicate 
that the dissatisfaction arose not so much from scarcity of corn as an 
unwillingness to receive the only money which our agents had to offer. 
I will mention two, reported by Capt. [W. W.] Parsons, of the Seven- 
teenth Regiment Virginia Cavalry: Two farmers on the Yadkin, in 
Davies County, had each from 500 to 1,000 bushels of corn, which they 
were offering for sale, but refused it to our agents because they could 
pay neither gold or silver nor North Carolina money, and the same 
officer stated that if he had had gold and silver he could have bought 
as much corn as he wanted. 

It is recommended that the horses be removed from North Carolina 
to some portion of your department. South of the railroad there are 
already as many of our horses as can be barely subsisted. In this 
county the horses of officers and those used for transportation are at 
this time receiving only half rations of corn and no hay, using straw 
instead. In Botetourt the Government requires all surplus forage to 
be reserved for the use of the iron-works. In Rockbridge we already 
have the horses of six companies, and I understand that General Stuart 
has sent thither three regiments of his command to remain for some 
time. In Craig we have the horses of two companies living on hay alone 
for the last three weeks, besides many of the transportation horses of 
this command and a large number under charge of Major McMahon, 
quartermaster. Even hay is become very scarce there and almost im- 
possible to procure. The counties north of the last mentioned were, 
you are aware, overrun by the enemy, and on account of this and the 
unfavorable season the corn crop was very light and very little grass 
was cut. 

Another fact of great importance is that there is not enough forage 
between this point and our horses in North Carolina (from 100 to 300 
miles) to subsist them on their route hither, and they cannot conse- 
quently be moved until grass begins to afford pasturage. This is the 
information we receive from our agents. But even if they could be 
subsisted on their way hither they would still have to be subsisted on 
grain here until grass season or perish. 

The above report includes, I believe, every fact of importance desired 
by you, and I leave the whole subject for your determination, awaiting 
such orders aS you may think best to give, stating merely that I am 
willing to move the horses at the earliest period when the grass will 
afford them subsistence—probably about May 1. 

Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. FRENCH, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


{Indorsement.] 


Hpqrs. DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin, Va., April 6, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded through the Adjutant and Inspector General 
to the Secretary of War. Colonel French’s views in regard to moving 
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the horses from North Carolina coincide with niine, expressed in my 
_ letter of the.2d instant to the Secretary of War. Colonel French says 
correctly that no serious complaints have been made against the brigade 
in the counties where the chief part of it has been stationed for the last 
three months. The numerous complaints have come from localities | 
where detached companies have been sent to collect conscripts and 
arrest deserters—a delicate duty, well calculated to cause complaints— 
and from North Carolina, where horses were sent to forage. It happens 
that the complaints have come from sections of the country remote from 
~~ the scenes of military operations, and where troops have not heretofore 
been, and the people in those localities do not bear patiently one of the 
necessary evils of the war. In regard to the complaints of the con- 
sumption of forage in North Carolina, Captain Porteaux, assistant quar- 
termaster, whom I sent to North Carolina some time since to pay out- 
standing claims, reports that he had an interview with Governor Vance, 
“and from the tenor of his remarks I (Porteaux) judged that it was not 
the consumption of grain or forage that was complained of, but that 
the parties were not paid for what had been used; that was what the 
grumbling was about.” I have heard no complaints since an officer was 
sent to North Carolina to pay for forage consumed. 


SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 22, 1863, 
General R. E.. LEE, 
Commanding, &e., Fredericksburg, Va.: 


GENERAL: Your letter of yesterday is received. The enemy’s force, 
as you say, is feeble between Roanoke and Tar Rivers, but he has facil- 
ities for throwing other troops there to re-enforce or to cut off our trains, 
&c. I think therefore a sufficient force should be there to meet any 
such emergency. Two of Pickett’s brigades are now on their way, and 
General D. H. Hill is ordered to use all possible dispatch in the execu- 
tion of the plans for drawing out supplies and, if it is possible, to take 
the garrison at Washington. Hood’s division will be held ready to 
join you unless I find a most favorable opportunity to strike an impor- 
tant blow. I will advise you of any movement of that division. I will 
also make every effort to have Pickett’s division concentrated rapidly. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HIL1, Goldsborough, N. C.: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 21st is received, and I have made the 
effort to telegraph you to go, but the wires are down. I hope, however, 
that this letter may reach you in time to prevent any delay. It seems 
to me that you would be able to move more promptly if you put Kem- 
per at Snow Hill, instead of relieving Daniel at Kinston in order to 
place Kemper there, and let Kemper support either point. Besides 
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you will save time when Kemper is to return here. The arrangement — 
then should be: Daniel at Kinston, Ransom at Goldsborough, Kemper 
at Snow Hill, Garnett and Pettigrew operating against Washington ;_ 
but if your plans are already made and this would be likely to delay — 
your movements a day do not wait; the grand thing is to get Wash- — 
ington and its garrison. You can not only give it out that the move is 
against New Berne, but you can seriously threaten it if an effort should 
be made te re-enforce Washington from New Berne. I think that your 
movement would thus be made doubly secure. The moment this is ac- 
complished you can move your entire force against New Berne. It will 
not do to wait this move for the operations against Charleston, because 
I believe that an attack upon Charleston will not be made until the 
army on the Rappahannock is ready to advance; then we shall want 
every man that we can get to meet the grand army. I do not think 
that there can be any doubt but we can keep re-enforcements from 
leaving Suffolk for the succor of Washington. The way seems to me 
to be clear if we can only be prompt. If your health is likely to fail 
you advise me and I will go down myself. I can send you General 
‘Pickett if you desire. I tried to send a telegram to General Whiting 
to send you Ransom’s brigade, but the wires being down I could not. 
L inclose one to be sent him if the wires are operating between Golds- 
borough and Wilmington. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JAMES LONGSTRERT, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—Retain the Whitworth that I have sent you if you can move 
promptly against New Berne, and you will need all the troops for that 
purpose. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., March 23, 1863. 
ion. JAMES A. Smppon, 


Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. : 


Sir: I wish to call your attention to the evil of permitting private 
parties to ship cotton exeept for the purpose of bringing in articles 
useful for the conduct of the war. Itis a erying evil. It fosters and 
inereases speculation in the wildest manner. The burden falls exelu- 
sively upon the soldicr and his family in the enormously-increased prices 
ofevery necessary. He hasa fixed and moderate stipend. The non-com- | 
batant engaged in mercantile pursuits has facilities for procuring what 
he needs and can pay any price from the enormous profits. I believe 
the cotton is in great part exchanged at Nassau with Yankee merchants 
for Yankee goods. The goods at least that come here are mostly of 
Yankee manufacture, and houses have been established in Nassau by 
men of Northern birth, who have left this city since the war and still 
have partners here. Lastly and especially, those engaged in this trade 
from this port to the largest extent or interest are partly Yankees out- 
right and partly of Union sentiments. 

Very respectfully, 


W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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- HEADQUARTERS, 
Wibnington, N. C., March 23, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


_Sir: The steam-tug Mariner, formerly the most powerful tug in this 
river, has come in from Nassau, her owners having put her to blockade 
running. She is not suitable for this purpose, carrying but very little 
cargo, while, her boilers and engines being very good, she is absolutely 


_ necessary here for the navy first and then for us. She can readily be 


fitted into a powerful gunboat. I consider her essential for the defense 
here, especially in connection with the gunboats building, as a tender, 
and also in connection with the valuable cargoes now arriving in Gov- 
ernment steamers. With her we shall be able to save much in case of 
accidents which might happen to any of our vessels from the enemy’s 
fire. She is also needed for army transportation. Please to show this 
to the Secretary of the Navy who will, I hope, at once order her pur- 
chase. Flag-Officer Lynch concurs with me in the necessity of this and 
will doubtless report at once. If the Navy Department does not want 
the boat we certainly do. I shall not permit her to leave unless or- 
dered. Great efforts no doubt will be made to procure a permit, but I 
beg to refer you to my letter of this date relative to blockade running: 
The boat could carry but very few bales. Her engines, boiler, and hull 
are too valuable to permit them to be sacrificed in order that a party of 
speculators should make money. 
Very respectfully, 
WHC. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., March 23, 1863. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Sim: I will add to my letters of this date some considerations on the 
subject of the blockade running, to show how this matter of private 
exportation of cotton is affecting our currency. Vessels owned abroad 
come in with cargo, which sells for nearly $1,000,000 Confederate cur- 
rency, and for $50,000 Confederate currency they buy a load of cotton, 
as much as they can carry, to take back. The balance of proceeds they 
ean afford to expend for exchange and gold at enormous prices, and 
still make a handsome profit. ach vessel that comes in instead of pro- 
ducing the effect by increase of supply of diminution of prices actually 
increases prices and the current value of gold. I can illustrate this by 
an example, a small one, but showing the whole business, which has 
come to my knowledge: A man broughtin six demijohns of gin, which 
cost himin Nassau $24. He sold them here for $900. This man could 
afford to give $9 for $1 of specie in gold, which he did, and then make 
$76 profit, a good business for a common sailor. The profits made by 
these people are not expended here; they are invested in gold and abroad. 
Every single bale of cotton that goes abroad on other than Government 
account to establish Government credit abroad does us injury at home. 
I know there is a law prohibiting the exportation of cotton. I am not 
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aware of its being repealed on the statute book. Until so informed iy 
shall not permit a bale to be shipped, except by special orders, other — 
than Government cotton. 
Very respectfully, < 

; Ww. H. 0. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


—_=—$—$—$— 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., March 23, 1863. 
Col. [L. B.] NoRTHROP, 
Commissary-General, Richmond, Va. : 


CoLONEL: I think it necessary to call your attention to the accom- 
panying papers,* not for any purpose of complaint, but as illustrating 
the growing scarcity, and especially because, in my opinion, the strong- 
est and promptest efforts ought to be made to furnish the forts which 
guard this harbor with at least thirty days’ rations, to be kept on hand 
as reserve, the daily consumption to be supplied asusual. These forts 
are liable to be attacked at any time and may become isolated without 
being taken. I have endeavored ever since I have been here to procure 
the supply. I do not now think it can be done except you especially 
direct it; at any rate, unless some changes be made in the rate of pro- 
curing meat. 

Very respectfully, 
W. H. CO. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FORCES ON BLACKWATER, 
March 24, 1863. 


GENERAL: I have made inquiries concerning young Ford, as you de- 
sired. There is only one of that name in the Hampton Legion—Stephen 
Ford, from Georgetown, 8. C. 

_ Your note concerning movements on the Rappahannock was received 
yesterday. I confess that I was but little satisfied with the affair, even 

as stated by our papers. I regret much theloss of Major Pelham. How- 

ever, We must accept with gratitude, notwithstanding our loss, the indi- 
cation that our cavalry will fight and subject themselves to severe loss, | 
4. €., What would be termed severe for them. If the war continues much ‘ 
longer we will come to the conclusion that it is better to use our cavalry 

on occasion even against infantry on the battle-fields, especially after 

the shock of infantry. 

I was very greatly disappointed at your not coming at the time of 
General French’s visit. 1 sincerely hope and think it important that 
you should pay a visit here. I am working hard to make the line here 
impregnable, and in ten days it would give me pleasure to receive a visit 
on the lower part of my line. I have scouts out all the time and of 
course get numerous and conflicting reports. I seceived yesterday re- 
ports of the enemy’s forces at Suffolk being re-enforced to some 30,000, : 
but I cannot believe that they can exceed at an outside limit 20,000, and 
think 15,000 will cover their effective force. I expect to get more pre- 
cise and definite intelligence in a day or so. The sharpshooters gave 


* Not found. 
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Spear and his crack regiment a very rough handling a few days since, 
of which you have heard by General French. They carried off four 
4-horse ambulances filled with wounded, their legs hanging out in front 
and rear, and their caisson-boxes were also crowded with wounded and 
a number also on horseback. They acknowledged at the time a loss 
of 70. I would like your judgment of the two following plans which I 
have matured and concluded to try in a few days: First, to move out 
at night and place a regiment of infantry in ambush between Carrsville 
and Suffolk and a regiment in ambush where the South Quay road in- 
tersects the other road from Carrsville to Suffolk, and move out with 
artillery and infantry (some three or four regiments) to Councils Cross- 
Roads, to support, if necessary, and try and annihilate Spear’s regi- 
ment; then follow this with a dash of Baker’s regiment of cavalry 
upon the enemy’s cavalry camp on the Windsor road (some 4 or 5 miles 
this side of Suffolk), moving out on the Windsor road with all the forces 
I can spare from the exposed points on the line and taking a strong 
position beyond Windsor, give them battle if they will come out with 
their forces. I am anxious to have the other companies of Baker’s 
regiment here and hope you will not replace his regiment by another, 
as he is a fine officer, and with his absent companies I think I could, 
after breaking up Spear with infantry, keep the enemy close in Suf- 
folk. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. JENKINS, 
Brigadier-General, Ge. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 24, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, 
Commanding, &e., Goldsborough, N. C.: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 23d* and General Garnett’s of the 22d,* 
through ‘you, are received. I believe that I understand the positions of 
your troops. 1 suppose General Kemper, with one regiment of General 
Daniel’s brigade and one of Ransom’s, to. be at and hear Kinston ; 
Daniel’s brigade, less one regiment, at Blount Hall, in readiness to 
threaten New Berne or support you; Garnett and Pettigrew to operate 
against Washington if practicable; if not, to draw off supplies for our 
entire army. Idid telegraph to stop the movement of Ransom’s brigade 
and substitute that of Kempevr’s, but I afterward suggested that it would 
be well to have Ransom’s at Goldsborough, in addition to the others, 
that you might, if you had occasion to do so, threaten New Berne while 
operating against Washington. Ransom is not necessary at Wilming- 
ton and might greatly aid you in your operations by strengthening your 
force at Goldsborough so as to enable you to seriously threaten New 
Berne in case that garrison should be disposed to succor the one at 
Washington. General Whiting has been ordered to send Ransom to 
you should you call for him for this purpose. He has acknowledged 
the receipt of the order, ag ga Sa have Ransom’s brigade at Golds- 

eh if you will telegra or it. 
i eeaan pees reas ae RAS has been ordered to him and ought 
to be at Tarborough now unless it has been detained by high water, 
&e. Great results depend more or less upon the rapidity of your move- 
weuts. Iam likely to be called upon for Garnett’s and Kemper’s bri- 
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ades on the Rappahannock at any moment, but think that the enemy 
vill not be able a make a move there before April 10. I hope that you — 
may be able to reduce the garrisons at Washington and New Berne 
before that time, the former at least. If you deem the latter not ad- 
visable, return the two brigades of General Pickett’s division as soon 
as you have accomplished the former and gotten out the meat supplies. 
I do not expect you to take Washington, of course, if it is found to be 
more difficult than you anticipated. Wxercise your own good judgment 
in the matter. The important question is to draw in all of the meat 
rations that can be had. JI have already written you not to confine 
yourself strictly to the prices fixed by the Subsistence Department if 
you find that a higher price will facilitate your operations. Every 
vehicle in the country should be putin use and at liberal rates of trans- 
portation so as to haul in supplies for our armies. I wish you would 
advise me of the probable quantity of meat that you may be able to get 
as soon as you can get the proper data. We may have to make an 
advance move up here so as to get out the supplies from the counties 
east of the Chowan. If you are likely to get enough from Hyde, &e., 
the latter move will not be necessary. I hope that my Whitworth gun 
hag reached you ere this. The party is tolerably well experienced in 
the use of it. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 24, 1863. 
General R. KE. Len, Commanding, Ce. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose a report of Major Moses on 
the subject of subsistence for our armies. He has just returned from 
a tour through Virginia and North Carolina and from a visit to the 
Commissary-General. This report is the result of his observations. The 
particular counties referred to by him as containing abundant supplies 
for our armies are now in the enemy’s lines. We can occupy that coun- 
try and draw the supplies out with another division of my old corps, but 
I do not think it would be prudent to attempt such a move with a less 
force. The divisions of Generals Pickett and Hood, with one other bri- 
gade (Davis’), are all the troops that I can command for this service, 
The enemy has at Suffolk and in supporting distance 27,000 men— 
21,000 that came down from General Hooker’s army and 6,000 that were 
at Suffolk before. I think that a move against Suffolk would draw off 
re-enforcements from General Hooker’s army unless we can act promptly 
enough to prevent it. I submit the case for your determination. If 
we can supply our army otherwise the expedition should not be made. 
If it is a case of necessity we should lose no time. I fear that our ne- 
cessities may be exposed by the expeditions that are now out in Hastern 
North Carolina for the same purpose, and when it becomes known to 
the enemy he will make a great effort to prevent us from moving to 
those important counties. If we find it necessary to make this move I 
desire to have a consultation with you before it sets out. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 
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- ~ HEADQUARTERS, 

; | Wilmington, N. C., March 25, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. LONGSTREET, 

Commanding, Petersburg, Va. : 

GENERAL: Your orders to send off Ransom’s brigade to report to 

Major-General Hill have been received and carried out. Let me hope 

that the removal of these troops is only temporary and that they may 

hereafter be assigned to me, or at least until all danger of attack here 

is past, as the stationary brigade of this district. There certainly should 


~always be one brigade here; in my opinion more, but one at least. This 


one, about 3,000 strong, takes off two-thirds of my available force, and 
all that is disciplined and efficient.. I place but little reliance on Evans’ 
brigade, which certainly is in worse condition than any I have ever seen. 
it has but about 1,500 men for duty, a very large number of field officers 
absent or under arrest, and it requires careful attention and strict dis- 
cipline to bring it to the efficiency which should belong to troops which 
have been so long ‘in the service as they have. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
We OS WHITING; 
Brigadier-General. 


TIEADQUARTERS, March 25, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, Commanding : 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 24th is received. General Garnett’s 
transportation started from here some ten days ago. If there is tele- 
graphic communication between this and Tarborough I wish you would 
keep some one there to take any dispatches that we may have to send 


you. If there is not, name some point nearest you where we may tele- 


graph you. Spare no pains to haul off all meats that you may be able 


to secure. 
IT remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fredericksburg, Va., March 27, 1863. 
Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, Commanding, de. : 

GENERAL: I received by the last mail your letter of the 24th instant 
accompanying the report of Major Moses on the subject of subsistence 
to be obtained in North Carolina. I do not know whether the supplies 
in that State are necessary for the subsistence of our armies, but I con- 
sider it of the first importance to draw from the invaded districts every 
pound of provision and forage weecan. It will lighten the draught from 
other sections and give relief to our citizens. As to the force necessary 
for this purpose I cannot so well decide. As far as [ am informed the 
force of the enemy south of James River and north of the Cape Tear is 
small. It can be re-enforced speedily from the troops encamped at 
Newport News, but if you operate discreetly, concealing your move- 
ments and only occupying the country from which you are drawing, if 
think much may be done before your purpose is discovered and time be 
gained to develop the plans of the enemy, when we can act mote under- 
standingly. You have about 40,000 effective men; the enemy can bring 
out no more. I feel assured that with equal numbers you can go where 


you choose, 


Oe N, Pier hee rag 
‘If this army is further weaken must | 
Sri and het to a battle nearer Richmon for the l 
“tal. It throws open a broad margin of our frontier ou 
railroad communications more hazardous and more difficult to se 
Unless, therefore, a retrograde movement becomes necessary I deem it 
advantageous to keep the enemy at a distance and trust to striking him _ 
on his line of advance. A sudden, vigorous attack on Suffolk would 
doubtless give you that place. Of the propriety of this step you can 
best judge. To hold it you must control the navigation of the Nanse- — 
mond or the troops from Newport News could soon be thrown upon 
you. There is a point about 6 miles below Suffolk where we once had 
. a four-gun battery that was said to bea good position, and other points 
lower down. <A battery, I should think, would also have to be just be- 
low Smithfield and one at Manny’s Neck, unless there is some better 
point at the head of the Chowan. If operations in that quarter should 
draw re-enforcements from General Hooker, more troops could be spared 
from this army; but I hope you now have available troops in North 
Carolina sufficient for the purpose. Should you find it advisable to 
have a personal conference with me at any time I will be happy to see 
you here, or it may be that I could meet you in Richmond. 
Iam, with great esteem, very truly, yours, 
R. E. LEE, 


General. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 27, 1863. 
General R. E. Lun, Iredericksburg, Va. : 

GENERAL: A gentleman, professing to be reliable, informs us that it 
has been determined at Washington to bring the Sixth Army Corps 
down to Suffolk to unite with the Ninth. I send you this that your 
scouts may be on their guard and report such movement at the earliest 
moment. I expect to move Hood’s division down toward Surry County 
in a few days and to run my line across from the Blackwater to the 
James, or to some-of the streams flowing into the James. My line will 
then cut the Blackwater at some point near Mayfield. My left will be 
somewhat exposed to the enemy’s iron-clads. If I can have the aid of 
the Navy on the James I think that such a position would hold the 
enemy in check whatever his foree may be. I do not expect aid from 
the Navy unless you can get it forme. As my arrangements should 

i depend very much on your plans it is proper that I should advise with 
you and ask your views. The new position will throw me far away 
from you, but if we hope to draw supplies from the counties east of the 
Chowan I think it indispensable. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
‘ Lieutenant-General. 


<a Sarena 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Blount Hall, N. C., March 27, 1863. 


acs < naplat agatha 


Maj. Gen. D. H. HILu, 
_ Commanding at Greenville, N. 0. : 
GUNERAL: Major Guion furnished me with his map and report of the 
Contentnea Creek. I ordered Captain Barrows, Engineers, as soon as : 
he reported to commence immediately to lay off the work proposed, and ; 
that I would send an officer and working party to execute it. Your call — 
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for shovels will leave me only about 40 shovels. Isend all the picks the 
quartermaster has here—only 4. I had but about 15at Kinston. Have 
sent an order to Captain Divine, quartermaster, for 100 shovels and 20 
picks. When they arrive the working party of 40 shovels will be in- 
creased by that number, and the work here will go on as laid off by Cap- 
tain Barrows and Major Guion. Colonel Washington, with his regiment 
and two pieces of artillery, took up a position on Core Creek early 
Monday morning. He found it impracticable to cross the artillery, 
and sent two companies and a detachment of Nethercutt’s over, under 
_ Captain Davis, to drive in their pickets. Captain Davis attacked their 
pickets in about 8 miles of New Berne, killing some3 or 4. He reports 
after this Colonel Washington opened with artillery, and by felling trees 
and other noise made a demonstration of building the bridge and cross- 
ing in force. About night, after our troops had withdrawn, they ran 
their monitor car some 1 or 2 miles from their picket post and shelled 
the he a furiously, but did not venture nearer than 5 or 6 miles of the 
creek. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
JUNIUS DANIEL, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 27, 1863. 
General W. H. C. WHITING, 
Commanding, Wilmington, N. C.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 25th is received. General Ransom’s 
brigade is only temporarily at Goldsborough. It will return to you as 
soon as General Hill can draw out the subsistence stores in the eastern 
counties. During the absence of Daniel’s and Pettigrew’s brigades from 
Goldsborough it is thought the brigade of General Ransom can be well 
employed in protecting the railroad at Goldsborough, and at the same 
time give quite effectual protection to Wilmington by threatening New 
Berne in case of a movement from there against Wilmington. General 
Evans reported his brigade 3,500 strong when here a few days ago. I 
hope that you are doing well in your labors. The Postmaster-General 
promised me a few days ago to put Fort Caswell in telegraphic commu- 
nication with your headquarters. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Weldon, N. C., March 28, 1863—8 p. m. 


Lieutenant-General LONGSTREET, 
Oomdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina : 

GENERAL: I am this moment in receipt of an order by courier from 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, copy of which order I annex. Three companies 
of my regiment (D, E, F) are on detached service, under Lieut. Col. 

John E.] Brown, and have been on the Chowan River. On the 23d 
and 24th they fought the enemy, official report of which engagement I 
sent to General Hill’s headquarters to-day. Subsequently Colonel 
Brown notified me by courier that the enemy were coming up Roanoke 
River in force to get in his rear and thus cut off his command, and that 
he had fallen back 10 miles this side of Colerain, and asking for re- 
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enforcements. I had ordered two companies to march at daylight to 
his assistance when I received orders from General Hill to move to 
Hamilton. My men were being drilled at the 32-pounder guns (mounted) 
and officers were being made acquainted with the topography of the 


country. ; 
‘I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
GEO. C. GIBBS, 
Colonel Forty-second North Carolina Regt., Comdg. Post. 


{Inclosure. ] 
GREENVILLE, N. C., March 27, 1863. 
Col. GEORGE C. GrBBs, Forty-second North Carolina : 

COLONEL: The reports from our scouts indicate an advance upon 
Hamilton. I wish you to move down there immediately, and if neces- 
sary call on Lieutenant-Colonel Brown to aid you. I have written to 
Lieutenant-General Longstreet to guard Weldon during your absence. 
Hamilton must be held at all hazards. 


Respectfully, D. H. HILL 
' Major-General. 


FREDERICKSBURG, VA., March 28, 1863. 
General JAMES LONGSTREET: 
General W. BE. Jones reports the Ninth Corps (Burnside’s) started 
West last Sunday by the Pennsylvania Central and Baltimore and Ohio, 
supposed for Kentucky. Are the troops still at Newb esa 


[Indorsement. J 


Respectfully referred to Major-General French, with request that he 
direct his scouts to be more particular and minute in reports. 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FORCES ON BLACKWATER, 
March 28, 1863. 

GENERAL: I returned yesterday from a visit to Broadwater Bridge, 
&e. I met General Corse at Ivor, and we rode over the whole neigh- 
borhood and line together. Upon close examination of the country he 
concluded to take position with his brigade at Tucker Swamp Church, 
about 14 miles from Ivor, putting one regiment near Broadwater Bridge 
to picket that point and Proctor’s Bridge, and send a guard of four men 
each to Wall’s and Birch Island Bridges. Another regiment at my re- 
quest he placed a mile from his headquarters toward Seacock Swamp, 
to cover and picket Joiner’s Ford. This arrangement, in my judgment, 
renders the line of Blackwater perfectly secure. My reason for desiring 
him to picket Joiner’s Ford was that it was a very critical point to his 
position, and that while I picketed it, Seacock Swamp being difficult to 
cross even with the bridge, might prevent supports to the picket arriv- 
ing in time; also if he moved either up or down he would gather his 
brigade as he went, and thus would have all the advantages of concen- 
tration. 
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At the present season there is no crossing the Blackwater with facility 
between Blackwater Bridge (a very uncertain one) and Wall’s Bridge, 
sone 20 miles up. I would therefore suggest that instead of increasing 
the force at Ivor you place a brigade near Wakefield, when, by crossing 
as Birch Island Bridge and taking by Cypress Creek, they cover be- 
tween the Blackwater and James Rivers by a short line and give us 
time to concentrate and cut off any small force or to attack in flank 
and rear any large one moving from Suffolk. After passing by Proc- 
tor’s Bridge an enemy would not cross the Blackwater in moving upon 
Petersburg, as the river trends westward toward Petersburg. 

I would like to move forward the cavalry picket now along Cypress 
Creek and make a line across from Broadwater or Proctor’s Bridge to 
the head of Pagan Creek, which runs by Smithfield to the James and 
is impassable. I would have some 14 miles of open country to picket 
and far enough in advance to get information to a force at Wakefield, 
near Birch Island Bridge, and to get my command ready to attack the 
flank. I think it important to have a force to check any movement in 
that direction, as the river is difficult of crossing at this season. IJ think 
that the picket line across to Pagan Creek would answer much better 
than the one at Cypress Creek, as the latter is so much to myrear. I 
hope you may be able to come down, as I think you will be able to give 
me many points, and I think you will like the line of defense I have 
marked out and suggested above. 

I am, general, very respectfully, yours, 
M. JENKINS, 
Brigadier- General. 


P. S$.—Do you get Northern papers regularly? 


PETERSBURG, Va., March 29, 1863. 
General W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, NV. C.: 
Have Ransom’s brigade, including his battery, at Goldsborough. 


JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 29, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, Commanding, &e.: 

GENERAL: Your dispatches of the 21st are received. We have a re- 
port that 1,000 infantry have passed down to Edenton. It is probably 
the force that is strengthening Plymouth. I wish you would send a 
regiment of cavalry into Bertie if you have not already done so. Gen- 
eral Ransom was placed at your disposal some time ago, and I believe 
that he is now at Goldsborough. As it is possible that he may not be, 
I will telegraph General Whiting to send him at once. I shall send 
Major Sorrel out to join Colonel Gibbs with special instructions. I 
think that I can eut off any move against Weldon by a force from Frank- 
lin. I send Colonel Alexander down to examine into our ordnance 
arrangements, ammunition particularly. 

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTRERT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


948 NORTH CAROLINA AND 8. E. VIRGINIA. [OHaP. XXX. — 


PETERSBURG, VA., March 29, 1863. 


General R. E. Len, Fredericksburg, Va.: 


The troops are reported at Suffolk and Newport News still. 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General. 


PETERSBURG, VA., March 29, 1863. 


Lieutenant-General LONGSTREET: 

GENERAL: I have had many reports informing me that all or a part 
of Burnside’s army corps was in Suffolk. New York Herald (20th and 
21st) says Burnside was at Fortress Monroe. Same paper of 24th in- 
stant has a dispatch from Cincinnati (23d) saying Burnside was expected 
there to-morrow (24th). On the 24th instant it is announced that he 
had gone West to relieve General H. G. Wright, whose nomination was 
not confirmed. Nothing is said about troops. The troops that were 
sent to Suffolk are still there, and had any large number been embarked 
near Newport News I think I would have been advised of it. It may 
be that General Jones is mistaken about the Ninth Army Corps. I am 
having chills or I would come and see you. I will write to the Black- 
water to endeavor to find out if anything can be learned in regard to 
the matter. 

Yours, truly, 
S. G. FRENCH, 
Major. General. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 30, 1863. 
General R. E. LEE, 
Commanding, Fredericksburg, Va.: 


GENERAL: The troops have left Newport News; embarked on Friday 


and Saturday; supposed to have gone to North Carolina. My inform- 

ant says they sailed for North Carolina. 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hin, Greenville, N. C.: 
el ce see Negra ie the force at Newport News has sailed for 
5 ; 
ra ey 53,0 Ae arolina. They embarked on Friday and Saturday, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Ineutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, Commanding, ec. : 
GENERAL: I have just received information that the troops at New- 


port News have sailed; it is supposed to be for North Carolina. They 
left Friday and Saturday, I presume that your move is discovered and 


: 
{ 


Cuar, XXX.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 949 


_ the enemy has had time to discover it. The force gone south is prob- 
ably 10,000; possibly more. If your information corroborates this you 
will probably be obliged to act on the defensive. Advise me as soon 
as possible, that I may be duly informed. 
Most respectfully, 
; JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Iteutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 30, 1863. 
General W. H. C. WuriTine, Wilmington, N. C.: 


GENERAL: My scout reports that the enemy’s force from Newport 
News embarked on Friday and Saturday for the coast of North Caro- 
lina. I presume that this is true, and that the re-enforcements may 
have gone to New Berne. I advise you that you may caution your 
scouts to be particular and keep you advised. This force of the enemy 
has been drawn off by the operations of General Hill, I presume. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Ineutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 30, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. R. RAnsom, [Jr.], Goldsborough, N. C.: 

GENERAL: General Whiting has been ordered to send your battery 
to you, and if you find that your field officers are likely to be wanted 
with their regiments you can telegraph him to send them to you. If | 
you find yourself the senior officer, take charge of the defense of Golds- 
borough and the railroad. If you are not the senior, report to the officer 
whois. The command at Goldsborough willalso look to the protection 
of Wilmington, the latter being the essential point; but a force at Golds- 
borough threatening New Berne ought to prevent any advance from 
that point against Wilmington. I have just been informed that the 
enemy has embarked his force from Newport News for the coast of 
North Carolina. If this is the case—and I have good reason to believe 
it—the force is intended to re-enforce New Berne. This will give the 
enemy an additional force of 10,000 or 12,000. He will not be able to 
begin any operations, however, until you can be advised. If the re- 
enforcements arrive at New Berne you must have General Hill advised 
of it in due time. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—The troops from Newport News embarked on Friday and Sat- 
urday. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
March 30, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Commanding, &c., Petersburg, Va.: 
GENERAL: One of our scouts reports, under date of 29th instant, 
that he was in Washington and Baltimore the first of last week, and 
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that. Burnside’s corps left Newport News at that time for the West. 
He does not state whether the information was derived from his own 
observation or from others. The New York Times of the 25th and the 
Washington Chronicle of the 26th state that Burnside was in Cincin- 
nati on the 24th and is charged with the defense of Kentucky, but do 
not mention his troops. Can you not ascertain definitely whether these 
statements are correct? 
I am, general, very respectfully and truly, yours, 
R. E. LEE, 
General, 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., March 30, 1863. 
General R. E. LEE, Commanding: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 25th instant is received. My letter for- 
warding report of Major Drummond was very carelessly written. The 
report was sent merely to indicate the movement of the enemy, not that 
I gave any credit to the reported strength. I thought that my desire to 
move in the direction of Suffolk would indicate to you that I put no 
faith in the report of numbers. There are no particular advantages 
in giving battle at Suffolk, except that we might do so by rapid move- 
ments, with a greater force than the enemy could have. This to me 
would be a novelty and something of a luxury. I am quite satisfied 
that the enemy could be drawn from his intrenchments by threatening 
his rear. Then, with a superior force, we ought to get the entire force 
this side of Norfolk. I do not believe that the enemy will advance from 
Suffolk with a view to give battle unless this force is very greatly re- 
duced. In that event he will have a short and not very diffieult route to 
Richmond. I cannot well concentrate from North Carolina, as the enemy 
has a force of 10,000 at New Berne, a considerable force at Washin gton 
and Plymouth. With his facilities for transportation he can move his. 
troops, and, aided by his gunboats, move against any portion of our rail- 
road; besides, I am obliged to keep all the spare troops in the field 
hauling in bacon and other supplies. I think it utterly impossible for 

. the enemy to move against your position until the roads are sufficiently 
dry for him to move around you and turn your position. By re-enforcing 
here we might destroy the enemy and get our forces together again in 
time to resist him at the Rappahannock. But if we succeed in destroy- 
ing him here and have to retire to the Annas before we can give him a 
general battle we will accomplish a great deal and really have the 
enemy in a better position for our operations than the one he now oc- 
cupies. Wecan cross the Blackwater at any point, as we still hold both 
banks of the river. It is a very stron g defensive line, but can be turned 
as soon as the roads become dry enough for the enemy to move up the 
James River with his fleet and army; but I think that a very strong 
offensive and defensive position couid be taken by letting the line cut 
the Blackwater and rest its left flank on the J ames, but this would re- 
une some aid on the part of our Navy in order to stren gthen our left 

ank. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General. 

/ P.S.—I have just received intelligence by one of my scouts that the 
enemy sailed on Friday and Saturday from N ewport News for the coast. 
of North Carolina. In arranging our forces to protect supply trains 


v] 
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into the eastern counties of North Carolina we had hoped to make a di- 


version upon New Berne and surprise the garrison at Washington. The 
high waters have washed away the bridges and detained us a week, 
and it is probable that the enemy has discovered our movements. It is 
possible, however, that this force may have returned to the Army of 
the Potomac. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A, 
Richmond, March 30, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
Commanding, Wilmington, N. C.: 


GENERAL: In reply to your letter of the 23d instant I have the honor 
to say that it is not perceived how prices are increased by the export of 
cotton. As necessaries, to some extent at least, are brought in in re- 
turn, the trade ought to diminish the prices; but apart from this the 
existing law allows the export, and the Department is not authorized, 
except under military exigencies, to obstruct or stop the trade. 

Your obedient servant, 
J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Swift Creek, Va., March 31, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, 
Commanding at Cross-Roads : 


GENERAL: Your letter of this date, directing me to march with all 
my force to Yankee Hall, has been received. I will move early to-morrow 
with [William A.] Owens’ [Fifty-third North Carolina] and [Thomas 8.] 
Kenan’s [Forty-third North Carolina] regiments by way of the cross- 


-roads. Col. [E. C.] Brabble, [Thirty-second North Carolina], with the 


other troops, will march directly across, and I presume will be able to 
reach there to-morrow night. I learn from Lieutenant Barrington that 
Yankee Hall is on the Tar River, 7 miles above Washington. I will 
write to Kemper immediately. 


Very respectfully, JUNIUS DANIEL 
te 


Brigadier-General. 


RICHMOND AND DANVILLE R. R., PRESIDENT’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., March 31, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Siz: I regret to have to report to you that the condition of this road 
is such as to make it indispensable that there should be at least 5 miles 
of iron procured for it. There are between 4 and 5 miles of road at 
Amelia Court-House that is unsafe and cannot be rendered safe with- 
out it is laid with new rail. With the exception of that portion of the 
road we may continue to run it, with great care and caution, for some 
time to come. No caution or care can make safe the portion of the 
track above referred to. We have had various and frequent accidents, 
caused by the condition of that part of the road, and, being unable to 
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rocure iron, I am driven with great reluctance to appeal to the Goy- 
prniiont for help. The old iron now on the track is the flat bar, which 
we will exchange with the Government, yard for yard, for T or U rail, 
we paying for the difference in weight if the Government can furnish 
the new iron. I know very well the difficulty that it will have to en- 
counter in order to furnish this road with the iron asked for, but it has 
become indispensable to the continued use of the road, in my judgment 
and that of the superintendent, and, it not being possible for us to get - 
the iron, no alternative is left but to appeal to the Government for aid. 
Without the use of this road I do not see how the necessary transpor- 
tation for the army can be done, and it therefore becomes my duty to 
apprise you of its condition. The constant increase of prices paid in 
the Government shops for mechanics makes it impossible for us to pro- 
cure and keep machinists enough to: keep in repair our rolling-stock. 
That and the deterioration of the track for want of material presents a 
gloomy condition and calls for some action on its part. Every effort 
on the part of the management of the road has been made and will be 
continued to enable it to answer the calls made on it by the Govern- 
ment and community. I beg that you will give this matter your early 
and serious attention, as the exigency does not admit of delay. 
Respectfully, 
LEWIS E. HARVIE, 
President. ° 


[Indorsement.] 


ENGINEER BUREAU, April 7, 1863. 

Respectfully returned to the honorable Secretary of War. 

The condition of the Richmond and Danville Railroad, as represented, 
seems to demand that a portion of the iron taken from other roads (if it 
be decided to take it) should be applied to its wants. The removal of 
the rail from the York River road is now in progress, and it is hoped 
some will soon be obtained from the Norfolk and Petersburg road. In 
exchange for good iron the Government should have an amount of worn 
iron equivalent in value. 

J. F. GILMER, 
Colonel of Engineers and Ohief of Bureau. 


_ Abstract Srom Field Return of Troops, Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey commanding, for April 1, 
1863 (headquarters Richmond, Va. ). 
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RICHMOND, VA., April 1, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET: 


The enemy have abandoned Newport News. Burnside, with his corps 
(the Ninth), passed through Baltimore a few days since to re-enforce 
Rosecrans. Other troops have been sent from Hooker’s army into Ten- 
nessee. Oneiron-clad reported at the mouth of the James River. The 
above may be relied on. ( : 


ARNOLD ELZEY, 
Major-General. 


Hamiuton, N.C., April 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL : Colonel Lamb started this morning five of his companies 
in the direction of Plymouth for a reconnaissance, and I propose to join 
them with him to-morrow. It will probably, however, be unnecessary 
to send this force any distance down the river, as Lieutenant-Colonel 
Towns, with four companies, is to-night reported as having just re- 
turned from within 14 miles of Plymouth. The force there is said to 
be unchanged and no evidences of a movement in the direction of Wel- 
don. Colonel Gibbs is now sending over to Lieutenant-Colonel Brown 
to ascertain if his position is the same and if any movements have taken 
place in his front. I have been to-day expecting to hear your guns at 
Washington but have heard nothing. The force at Plymouth is re- 
ported 800 men and two gunboats. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 34. f Richmond, Va., April 1, 1863. 


* * * * * * * 


Il. The geographical limits of the command of Liecutenant-General 
Longstreet, embracing the defenses of Richmond and extending south 
to include the State of North Carolina—the whole under the supervision 
and general direction of General R. EK. Lee—will be divided into three 
military departments, as follows: All north of the James River for the 
defense of Richmond will constitute the Department of Richmond, under 
Major-General Elzey, headquarters Richmond; all that portion of Vir- 
ginia south of the James River and east of the county of Powhatan will 
constitute the Department of Southern Virginia, under Major-General 
French, headquarters at some central point near Blackwater; the State 
of North Carolina will constitute the Department of North Carolina, 
under Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, headquarters Goldsborough. 


* * * * * * * 


By order : 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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TERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Sc April 2, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Commanding Corps, Petersburg, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your letters of 29th and 30th ultimo have been received. 
I fear that the enemy, by propagation of consistent falsehood and per- 
sistent reports of intended advance, are deceiving us, and that while 
acting on the defensive on the Rappahannock and Blackwater they may 
be re-enforcing their armies west, with a view to offensive operations. I 
do not think Burnside’s corps is in North Carolina but In Kentucky ; 
all the information that I get confirms the truth of this. General Burn- 
side reached Cincinnati on the 24th and has assumed command of the 
Department of the Ohio. His corps is intended to operate in Kentucky, 
where their papers state that a large rebel force is expected. It may be 
intended, however, that it shall re-enforee Rosecrans. You are, at any 
rate, relieved of half the force that has been opposed to you. You will 
therefore be strong enough to make any movement that you may con- 
sider advisable; but, as stated in former letters, so long as the enemy 
choose to remain on the defensive and covered by their intrenchments 
and floating batteries I fear you can accomplish but little, except to 
draw provisions from the invaded districts. If you can accomplish this 
it will be of positive benefit. I leave the whole matter to your good 
judgment. If your troops cannot be advantageously employed in North 
Carolina they will be very useful here, for unless General Hooker soon 
takes the aggressive I must endeavor to operate to draw him out. All 
the reports of our scouts and citizens north of the Rappahannock show 
that they are impressed with the belief that he will advance against us 
so soon as the weather and roads permit. Several periods in the past 
month were appointed by him to advance, and in every case he was pre- 
vented by storms. : 

Tam, with great respect, very truly, yours, 
R. E. LEER, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Greenville, N. C., April 2, 1863—8 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hix1, 
Commanding at Kinston, N. O.: 


GENERAL: Your dispatch to General Pettigrew and myself has been 
received. I will move to Hookerton to-morrow morning. The rifle 
4.62-inch and 32-pounder gun and ammunition, and a good deal of other 
ammunition, I understood, had been removed to Tarborough before my 
arrival here. I have sent an officer to Tarborough to remove the rifle 
gun to Falkland; the 32-pounder I presume you prefer havin g at Tar- 
borough. Colonel Brabble is at Taft’s Cross-Roads with two pieces of 
[J. B.] Starrs’ battery. Ihave directed him to move to this point at day- 
break. He will be left here, and I would prefer his keeping the two 
pieces of artillery with him until the rifle gun is in position. If you do 
not object to it I think it would be well for him to keep these pieces 
with him as long as he remains. I will leave them until I hear from 
you. Please let me know in your next if he can keep them. The rifle 
gun will be in position to-morrow evening, Major Haskell thinks. Upon 
the receipt of your three notes directing me to be ready to move to the as- 
sistance of General Ransom I sent the different battery commanders to 
examine the ammunition here and was informed that it was not suited 
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_ to field guns—that most of it was ammunition that had been missent. 
As it was utterly impossible for me to remove the commissary stores 
and this ammunition, and be in a condition to go to the assistance of 
General Ransom, I concluded it would be best to send the ammunition 
to Tarborough. My transportation is so limited that it is with much 
difficulty that I can feed my troops when moving about unless hard 
bread is the issue. I hope, general, that'this disposition will meet with 
your approval, as the ammunition is not, I understand, suited for field 
guns, and had I removed it and the commissary stores 1 would not have 
been ready for two days or more to have gone to the assistance of Gen- 
eral Ransom. Colonel Ferebee I presume you wish to remain here until 
he hears from you, as I understand from General Robertson that you 
informed him that he would be sent to the Blackwater when he left here. 
I have heard nothing from him since the dispatch I forwarded you 
stating that he had been informed by citizens that there were a good 
many wagons in Washington and some 4,000 or 5,000 troops, and he 
thought they would march somewhere to-day. I will, unless I receive 
ine instructions, encamp in the vicinity of Hookerton to-morrow 
night. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
JUNIUS DANIEL, 
Brigadier- General. 


There has been no movement on the Washington road since day be- 
fore yesterday. 


HEADQUARTERS GARNETI’S COMMAND, 
Tuo miles from Washington, N. C., April 2, 1863. 
[Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL:] 

GENERAL: I have directed the engineer officer (Lieutenant Stevens) 
to proceed to build tbe bridge immediately (he has charge of the pon- 
toneers sent with Colonel Singeltary), and he is now engaged on that 
work. He reported to me in person and I impressed upon him to use 
all possible dispatch. You state in one of your dispatches that General 
Daniel has been sent to my assistance. Please let me know what dis- 
position you wish made of his troops. If you apprehend that re-en- 
foreements will be sent from Plymouth he had better be ordered in that 
direetion, I should think, unless you design that he shall, in concert 
with me, assault Washington. I do not understand what your partic- 
ular plans are. I would be glad to act under your personal directions, 
if that can be done consistent with your judgment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS GARNETT’S COMMAND, 
Near Washington, N. C., April 2, 1863. 
[Maj. Gen. D. H. HILu:] 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of two dis- 
patches from you. I very much regret that my communications to you 
should have been so irregular as well as late in reaching you. I did 
not know-where you would establish your headquarters or the arrange- 
ment made of the line of couriers to communicate with you. I sent two 
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messengers to Swann’s Point, who returned and reported they could 
find no means of crossing. This occasioned considerable delay. My 
forces are in front of and below the town. I deemed these the best 
positions to threaten the enemy and prevent his escape. My battery 
(four smooth-bores) is from half to three-quarters of a mile from the ene- 
my’s works. I have not yet opened, because the guns are partially 
concealed, and the Yankees can concentrate on my artillery from ten to 
twelve guns of superior metal, some, if not all, rifled pieces. It is im- 
possible to contend successfully with smooth-bores against guns in- 
trenched and of superior range. ' 
In accordance with your instructions to look well to my rear and 
strongly guard the Williamston, Jamestown, and Plymouth roads, I 
have placed Colonels Washington and Singeltary on these routes. This 
leaves me an infantry force but slightly superior to that of the enemy, as 
far as I can learn from careful inquiry. The Yankee works are strongly 
constructed, with artillery to sweep the front and enfilade the ditch 
extending along the whole line, 12 feet wide and from 4 to 5 feet deep. 
The fallen timber in advance of the line of fortification, within range 
of canister and grape, makes the construction of rifle-pits almost im- 
possible. I have no evidence that the enemy has been demoralized by 
our presence, there having been no desertions or messages from them. 
I therefore infer they will make a good resistance if attacked. I will 
look into the practicability of using cotton bales as you suggest. I am 
truly anxious to forward your views, but I am satisfied that without 7 
long-range artillery to silence the enemy’s batteries I cannot assail the ; 
town without great sacrifice of men, with doubtful hope of success. ; 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, j 
R. B. GARNETT, y 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. | 


P.S.—I have made arrangements to send you couriers by a shorter 
route. Please order the arrangements to be completed on yeur side of 
the river. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Ivor, Va., April 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D, H. HILu, Commanding, ce. : 

GENERAL: I think that the force recently at Newport News has gone 
West, except the re-enforcements left at Suffolk. From the accounts 
that I get the force at Suffolk varies from 18,000 to 50,000. The former 
estimate is probably about right, though I cannot satisfy myself that 
there can be more than 16,000. This is considerably more than I can : 
put into the field. I must therefore call for the brigades of Kemper 
and Garnett, of General Pickett’s division, and I also desire that you 
send the two Whitworth guns—all to Franklin. It may be necessary 
for you to suspend operations in North Carolina until I ean send you 
another force. I desire particularly to haul from the counties east of 
the Chowan the subsistence and quartermasters’ supplies there. We 
may not have so favorable an opportunity, and it is important that we 
should get the supplies from those counties. The enemy’s cavalry force 
is more than double that which I can put into the field. Iam particu- 
larly anxious to get a regiment of cavalry to put with our present force. 
If the cavalry has gone to Bertie I wish you would order it up to Frank- 
lin, except a regiment for Bertie and to look after gunboats. If the 
cavalry is still with you please make prompt arrangements with it to 
meet these views. I hope that you will lose no time in putting the bri- 
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_ gades of General Pickett’s division at Franklin, and the two Whit- 
worth guns, unless one is indispensable to you. Let the cavalry report 
at the same point. I would like to be advised of the time necessary to 
accomplish this, as this alone will delay my operations. I sincerely 
hope that you may have succeeded at Washington. 
I remain, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, . 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Goldsborough, N. C., April 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hitt, 
Commanding in the Field: 

GENERAL: Yesterday I received a note from General Longstreet stat- 
ing that 10,000 or 12,000 men of the enemy had left Newport News, Va., 
for the coast of this State. General L. stated that he had good reason 
to think they were intended for New Berne. He has directed me to 
look after the enemy in the direction of New Berne and Wilmington, 
preferring the safety of the latter to this place. I have directed Gen- 
eral Kemper to get the earliest information from New Berne and if 
any movement be commenced to send you intelligence at once, as Gen- 
eral Longstreet directed you should be informed. Everything quiet 
at last accounts. Kemper made his demonstration on Monday. I 
sent to him a regiment. It is still there. As Evans’ cavalry has been 
taken away, there must be some cavalry in front, and I have directed 
Robertson to supply it. I pray by this time you have the enemy as you 
wish them. 

Very respectfully and truly, 
R. RANSOM, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, DISTRICT OF THE CAPE FEAR, 
Wilmington, N. C., April 2, 1863. 
His Excellency ZEBULON B. VANCE, 
Governor of the State of North Carolina : 

DEAR Sire: The army commissary here finds it extremely difficult to 
keep up a supply of provisions to meet the wants of the army, and the 
negroes sent by you at work on defenses under my charge have in con- 
sequence been on short rations since their arrival here. I respectfully 
suggest that if you will induce the owners, or others interested in the 
negroes, to send here a suitable supply of meat and bread I will pay the 
highest market rates for it and see that the negroes are properly fed. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. H. JAMES, 
Captain and Ohief Engineer. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., April 2, 1863. 
His Excellency ZEBULON Bb. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C.: 
Sir: On the receipt of your telegram with regard to the condition of 
affairs in Western North Carolina I directed General Donelson to send 
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a force to Asheville* and vicinity to repress the disorders existing there. 
I have just received from him the following dispatch : 
KNOXVILLE, TENN., April 1, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON. : 
In compliance with your order a regiment of cavalry will leave this place for Ashe- 
ville, N. C., to-morrow morning, with orders to sweep the mountains in its vicinity of 
marauders, conscripts, and deserters. a DONELSON 


Brigadier-General Commanding. 


With high regard, your obedient servant, 
J. A. SEDDON. 


RIcHMOND, April 2, 1863. 
W. S. Morgis, Esq., 
President Telegraph Company : 

I am desired by the Secretary of War to request that you will per- 
mit nothing relative to the unfortunate disturbance which occurred in 
the city to-day to be sent over the telegraph lines in any direction for 
any purpose. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


RICHMOND, April 2, 1863. 
To the Richmond Press: 

GENTLEMEN: The unfortunate disturbance which occurred to-day in 
this city is so liable to misconstruction and misrepresentation abroad 
that I am desired by the Secretary of War to make a special appeal to 
the editors and reporters of ‘the press at Richmond, and earnestly to 
request them to avoid all reference directly or indirectly to the affair. 
The reasons for this are so obvious that it is unnecessary to state them, 
and the Secretary indulges the hope that his own views in this connec- 
tion will be approved of by the press generally. Any other course must 
tend to embarrass our cause, and to encourage our enemies in their in- 
human policy. 1 

Very respectfully, &e. 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 3, 1863. 
General R. E. LEn, Commanding : 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 27th is just received. On Monday I 
started down for the Blackwater for the purpose of making arrange- 
ments for crossing a force for foraging in the counties east of the 
Chowan. I hope to be able to concentrate a force and have good 
bridges prepared by Wednesday next. My scout reported on Monday 
that the enemy at Newport News had embarked—it was supposed for 
North Carolina. There are some reports in this section that the enemy 
lately at Newport News has gone West. According to the best informa- 
tion that I can get he has a force at Suffolk of at least 17 ,000 men, well 
fortified. However, I hope to be able to cross with about the same force 
and to forage all the counties east of the Chowan. I do not deem it 
practicable to make movements concealed in any portion of this country. 


*See Seddon to Donelson, Series I, Vol. XXII, Part If, p. 726. 


* 


Cuar.XXX.] | CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 959 


In the first place I do not suppose the enemy so very careless as to 
admit of it; second, there are many people in the eastern counties who 
sympathize with the opposite cause; third, our transportation is the 
most indifferent, rendering slow movements almost impracticable; rapid 
movements out of the question. Your transportation I thought indif- 
ferent. If you could see such as there is in this section you would be 
delighted at the contemplation of those large, fine teams of your own. 
The vehicle almost universal here is what our soldiers call the ox sulky. 
I will send you a sketch of one of them as soon as I can get a good 
draughtsman. I believe with you that a sudden vigorous attack upon 
Suffolk would give me that place, but I see no chance of getting the 
garrison unless I can get assistance from the Navy. Besides, it would 
cost me 5,000 men; but with another division I can do more and at a_ 
third the sacrifice. I have thought since about January 23 last (when 
I made the same suggestion to you) that one army corps could hold the 
line of the Rappahannock while the other was operating elsewhere. I 
cannot now appreciate the necessity of your retiring to the Annas in 
ease you send off more troops from the Rappahannock. There you are 
fortified on the river and on the heights; on the Annas you would have 
neither. Besides, you would lose morale and encourage the enemy. If 
T move out to make the attack upon Suffolk [ shall attack a position 
which ought to be well fortified, and I have information thatit is. That 
position can be re-enforced from the Army of the Potomac in three 
days. I might get re-enforcements from you possibly in two days. I 
doubt, too, the policy of giving time to develop the plans of the enemy, 
but would prefer to act before his plans are matured. Our plans must 
be made to suit the emergency, so they might be more effective if made 
and executed before the enemy’s were matured. Ishall move, as I have 
said, across the Blackwater as soon as I can get substantial crossings, 
and at least make a forced reconnaissance while I endeavor to draw oft 
subsistence and quartermasters’ stores. If more can be done without 
great sacrifice I shall do it. My chief object in wishing a consultation 
was to endeavor to get your aid in securing co-operation on the part of 
the Navy. With that I should hope to capture the force at Suffolk and 
re-enforcements from the army of the Rappahannock. | 
I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
° Petersburg, Va., April 4, 1863. 
General R. E. LEE, 
Commanding, Fredericksburg, Va. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ters of the 27th and 31st ultimo and of the 2d instant. General Hill 
has succeeded in cutting off the enemy’s position at Washington from 
his gunboats and has surrounded it, but he fears that time alone will 
reduce the garrison. He complains of want of artillery. It is thought 
that there are no iron-clads on the coast of North Carolina, and if lam 
correctly informed there is but one in the James River. General Hill 
is ordered and urged to be prompt in his operations. If he finds that 
too much time will be consumed in reducing the garrison at any point 
he is to draw off as soon as he gets out the supplies from the eastern 
counties. I hope to be able to cross the Blackwater on Wednesday or 
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Thursday next and to get what supplies there are east of that stream 
and, if Tfand it ina to make an effort to get that garrison. There 
seems but little room to doubt but the enemy is inclined to make his 
great effort in the West, but we may break bim up in the East and then 
re-enforce in the West in time to crush him there. It may be necessary 
in this view to suggest to the commander in the West to decline battle 
there until we can re-enforce, unless he finds a favorable opportunity. I 
hope to be able to finish with the operations in this section in time to 
join you as soon as the roads are in condition for you to begin to oper- 
ate. I have not thought that the enemy could advance on either this 
or your line until the roads were better; on this, not at all, unless he 
sent other than the forces that he has had here. The forces that have 
gone West may have been sent there to keep down trouble. It is pos- 
sible, too, that he has deceived himself with regard to the forces sent by 
us West. The three regiments that were sent from here may have been 
magnified into a great force. Their papers have frequently mentioned 
movements of our troops toward Kentucky. 
I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Pp. S.—AIl of my information is to the effect that half at least of 
Burnside’s command is still at Suffolk. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 4, 1863. 
General R. E. LEE, 
Commanding, Fredericksburg, Va. : 


GENERAL: I send you a letter just received from General Hill. I 
have ordered six rifled guns instead of only four. As he has under- 
taken Washington it is important that he should reduce it; otherwise it 
will give the enemy great confidence. I doubt if New Berne is worth 
the trouble and time it would take to reduce it. General H. asks for 
two weeks; in addition to these two weeks it will require two to move 
out to Suffolk and draw the supplies from there. Can we afford to con- 
sume this time and reach you before the enemy canmove? It depends 
on your roads more than anything else. If you canspare me two more 
brigades and artillery I can operate at once. I think that I might do 
with one brigade and a battalion of artillery. If we succeed in getting 
one of the positions of the enemy the others may not be so difficult. 

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, : 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


You might telegraph in such a way as to indicate your wishes without 
making them understood to operators. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, N. C., April 4, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 

Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina: 
GENERAL: Your letter of the 30th was duly received. Kemper made 
a demonstration on New Berne. The enemy kept within his works. Hill 
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_ has been around Washington since Tuesday. He has called one of my 
regiments to his vicinity. To-morrow Kemper goes to Franklin. I shail 
__ be here with four regiments and enough artillery for my infantry. Ihave 

_ but one squadron of cavalry. If an opportunity offers I shall strike; but 
with only 2,500 men I shall have to be circumspect. Hill bas directed me 
not to go to Whiting under any circumstances unless the latter states 
that the enemy’s fleet is directly off the forts below. In this official 
note let me ask a favor. If it be possible to prevent it do not let me 


_ be kept only to watch when others are doing better. I am not partial 


to service where there has been so little done and where there are poor 
opportunities to render real good. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
R. RANSOM, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 4, 1863. 
General R. RANsom, [JR.,] 
Commanding at Goldsborough, N. C.: 

In case you are likely to give battle, telegraph for Colonel Ransom ; 
otherwise let him remain on the coast. Ido not know where General 
Robertson is. Please send an order to him to send three companies of 
cavalry to General Whiting. Explain to him why I send the order 


through you. 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
LTieutenant-General Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 4, 1863. 
General W. H. C. WHITING, 
Commanding at Wilmington, N. C.: 

Keep Col. [M. W.] Ransom unless his regiment is going into battle, 
when General Ransom will telegraph for him. Three companies are 
ordered in the place of Colonel Barbour. I hope that the monitor off 
the bar will not be able to weather the storms. If she attempts to cross 


have a party ready to board her. 
- JAMES LONGSTREERT, 
Tieutenant-General Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS FORCES ON BLACKWATER, 
April 4, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General LONGSTREET, 
Commanding Department : 

GENERAL: Isend youthe map of roads. The enemy have not gotten 
over the fright of my move to Carrsville and are on the alert, expecting 
an attack from us. My scouts report the cars running day and night 
from Norfolk. Ilearn from Mr. Hofman, just from Suffolk, that when 
he left the forces consisted only of some sixteen to eighteen regiments 
inclusive, say some 13,000 men. Thirteen regiments have been there, 
and either three or five of the Ninth Army Corps are there. He thinks 
that fortifications run from Suffolk to Dismal Swamp, but I think heis 
mistaken and will have an examination made. If this be so it may be 
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difficult to get between Suffolk and Norfolk. He says the plan of Suf- 
folk and fortifications I sent you is correct. The troops at Suffolk are — 
not reliable. Iam preparing to rebuild the Joiner Bridge. I will hear 
to-night, I think, from a gentleman in Suffolk and will write you by next 
mail. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
ieee ans ’ M. JENKINS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
j Petersburg, Va., April 4, 1863—2 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HLL, Commanding, é&e. : 

GENERAL: In asking you to send me the cavalry, leaving a regiment 
in Bertie, I only wished the cavalry over and above the force that you 
need on your picket line. Three companies should be kept with General 
Whiting at Wilmington. The enemy seems to be re-enforcing in the 
West with a view to operating actively there, and only on the defensive 
in the East. We should therefore act promptly here with the purpose 
of pushing some of our forces West as soon as we may be able to do so. 
If you find that you are likely to be detained any time in reducing Wash- 
ington it will probably be better to abandon it and confine yourself to 
drawing out the supplies from the eastern counties. This you can do 
with the force properly belonging in North Carolina. The cavalry I will 
send back as soon as we can get the supplies from the country east of 
the Chowan. I want the brigades of Generals Garnett and Kemper at — 
Franklin, Va., as soon as you find that you cannot reduce the garrison 
at Washington without consuming too much time; or, if you are suc- 
cessful, I want them returned to me at Franklin; also my Whitworth, 
if it is not the one that was burst. Give me the earliest information of 
the time that. these troops can be put at Franklin. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General. 


I suppose that you know that we have not the ammunition to fight an | 
artillery battle against the enemy’s fortifications. 


WILMINGTON, N. C., April 5, 1863. iy 
Lieutenant-General LONGSTREET : $ 
Beauregard informs me eight monitors off Charleston Bar. Enemy — 


have landed four regiments on Cole’s Island. He desires telegraph 
kept open. 


W. H. CO. WHITING. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A,, 
Richmond, Va., April 5, 1863. 
General W. H. ©. Wuitina, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 

The movements of the enemy seem to threaten an approaching attack 
on Charleston. Hold Ransom’s brigade in readiness for movement in 
the event their forces should be concentrated for a land attack. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
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_ Maj. G. Moxiuy SorREL, Assistant Adjutant-G@eneral : 

— Thave no cavalry to send to Wilmington; all available actively em- 

ployed. Claiborne’s horses broken down. Will send the companies as 
- soon as possible. 

B. H. ROBERTSON, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry. - 


HpDaQrs. FORCES ON BLACKWATER, April 6, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET: 


GENERAL: I have postponed for a few days my attempts upon the 
enemy’s advanced post, having found him much on the alert. In view 
of your designs I have taken steps to have them think you are gone to 
the West with the greater portion of your force to meet Burnside’s 
movement. I will send an intelligent officer or scout to-night to dis- 
cover whether it will be possible to throw a force by the south side be- 
tween Suffolk and Norfolk. He will have no idea, of course, why I wish 
to know, as I will lead Lim to suppose it is merely for a cavalry raid to 
tear up the railroad, &c. If it cannot be done we might effect the same 
object by crossing the Nansemond River by pontoon. My last estimate 
of the forces at Suffolk I think correct—say 12,000 to 15,000. If you 
succeed in capturing them it will be the most brilliant affair of the war 
and would be attended by glorious results to the cause. Part of Lane’s 
battery bas arrived, but the most important gun for our purposes is not 
with it, and the ammunition is defective. I hope the Whitworth gun 
will be here in time for the gunboat; at any rate I will make the at- 
tempt with the guns I have the next trip they make. 

Iam, general, your obedient servant, 
M. JENKINS, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 6, 1863. 
General M. JENKINS, Commanding at Blackwater : 

GENERAL: I desire that you have your command in readiness to cross 
the Blackwater on Friday. The divisions of Generals Pickett and Hood 
will not be able to cross before Saturday; but if the force at Suffolk is 
no larger than stated in your letter of the 4th you will be able to cross 
with the two brigades on the day before them and take up some strong 
position between the Blackwater and Suffolk. You will probably cross 
at the Franklin Bridge. I hope to join you on Thursday at your head- 
quarters and will then give detailed instructions. The regiment of 
Colonel Baker should be ready to move with you. You should have 
four days’ rations cooked. The squadron of Captain Graham is ordered 
to be at Blackwater Bridge, to cross at that point, and move on the 
flank via Windsor. The pickets that you have on the other side of the 
Blackwater had better be left there, provided with the number of 
rations already mentioned. You can take them on to join you after 
crossing. You will require tools for intrenching. The cavalry should 
be provided with wires to stretch across the roads in case the enemy’s 
cavalry should attack it, particularly for any cavalry charge. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this by telegraph. 

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., April 6, 1863—1 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. D. ‘1H. Hin, Commanding, ke. : 

GENERAL: From your letter of the 4th instant I infer that your cav- 
alry is picketing continually from Roanoke to Wilmington. This, it | 
seems to me, is superfluous labor. I should think three companies 
quite enough for General Whiting. Six ought to be enough at and 
around New Berne and three near Washington. ,Then a cavalry foree— 
say Claiborne’s regiment—in Bertie ought to be more than enough to 
watch that country while their horses are resting. The, balance of the 
force ought to be kept at some suitable point for other operations and — 
for foraging the animals. If, however, you cannot makg such arrange- — 
ments [ must do without him. Iam satisfied that we have a much 
greater cavalry force than the enemy. That being the case I cannot 
see how we should be obliged to use but part of a regiment on the 
other side of the Blackwater against two of the enemy. The enemy is 
reported to be ready to commence his attack upon Charleston, so he 
cannot re-enforce from that quarter. My move across the Blackwater 
will secure you: against any re-enforcement from that quarter, so you 
will be free to operate with your other forces, which (not ineluding Gen- 
erals Garnett and Kemper) will exceed the force of the enemy. The — 
two regiments at Hamilton ought to be enough to keep up your invest- | 
ment without Garnett, and they will then be in position to cut off any 
force that might be so indiscreet as to venture up to Weldon. You — 
could at least keep the enemy inside his works and draw out the sup- — 
plies from the eastern portion of the State. Your letter of the 2d in- . 
stant expressed confidence in entire success if you could get four other 
rifle guns. I ordered them to you at onee, but you now say that noth- 
ing but heavy artillery will answer. I hope, therefore, that you will re- 
turn the guns under Capt. [James] Reilly to me at Franklin. I hope - 
to cross the river on Saturday, and as they are the only long-range _ 
guns belonging to one of my divisions they will be essential to me. 
The enemy will surely be in condition to begin his operations on the 
Rappahannock in a month more, and we should at least be ready to de- 
fend in this department and re-enforce on the Rappahannock by that 
time. I was so much encouraged by your letter of the 2d that I sent. 
you the artillery that you called for and asked if the time (two weeks) 
could be given you with Garnett’s and Kemper’s brigades. From your 
letter of the 4th I conclude that it is still a matter of doubt whether 
you will then reduce the garrison at Washington. It must be better, 
therefore, for me to get my forces together at once and move across the 
Blackwater and secure such provisions and forage as may be in that 
portion of Virginia and North Carolina. 

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Liewtenant-General, Commanding. 


It may be that after I have finished on the other side that I can send 


you some other force, but I presume that I shall be obliged to return to 
the Rappahannock. 


Fo a in ay ry aca Moet 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., April 6, 1863. 
General D. H. HILL, Commanding: # 

GENERAL: In writing for the cavalry I only wanted such as would 
not be in use in your line as pickets. Three companies should go to 


i} 
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General Whiting. I wish you would establish an infantry and cavalry 


eel 


force in Bertie to guard the Chowan and give notice at Franklin if any . 
of the enemy’s gunboats ascend the river. I think there can be no need 


of troops at Weldon except such as may be necessary to guard the 


. 
§ 


bridge. I sent you four rifle guus and two Napoleons. I shall need 
them as soon as you may be able to dispense with them. When they 


are returned send them to Franklin by rail. Let me know by telegraph 


when they will start back. 
- Most respectfully, your obedient servant 


roa. JAMES’ LONGSTREET, 


Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—I have this moment received your letter of the 4th. I wrote 


_ you yesterday, suggesting that you might keep Garnett’s brigade if it 


would be of much use to you. You now say, however, that heavy artil- 
lery alone can be useful, so I suppose there is no prospect of a success: 
ful termination of yourexpedition. Isent authority to you to keep Gen- 
eral Garnett and sent you six of my best field guns. As they will be of 
no service to you I hope you will send them back to Franklin as soon 
as possibie. You can at least keep the enemy inside his works and haul 
off all supplies that may be in the counties east, of you. This will be a 
great thing, and we may yet be able to render you such aid as you de- 
sire. You know, though, that we cannot afford to fight artillery against 
them, particularly when they are behind their works. The order for 
the return of the troops was given under the impression drawn from 
your letters that there was no prospect of reducing the garrison at 
Washington. A letter from you yesterday seems to give some hope 
of success and you were then authorized to retain Garnett. Now, again, 
vou seem to have but little hope except from heavy artillery. The 
enemy is reported about to commence operations at Clarleston, so you 
can go on, at least, hauling off supplies from any portion of the State. 
If I can get through in time or find that I can render other assistance 
to you | will do so promptly. Iregret very much that matters have so 
turned out as to delay me, but we must hope for better fortune hereafter. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF RICHMOND, 
April 6, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, Commanding : 
GENERAL: I received your note this evening and hasten to answer it. 
The proposed diversion on the Peninsula can be made. Owing to the 


-continually threatened riots in Richmond it would not do to move any 


of Rhett?s command. It must be done with Wise’s brigade. He has on 
the Pamunkey 380 men guarding and supporting the engineers in tear- 
ing up the railroad iron from West Point to White House. This cannot 
be disturbed. He has then left 1,563 infantry and 412 cavalry and two 
light batteries, making a force of 1,975 and two batteries. This, deduct- 
ing camp guards to be left at Chaflin’s farm, will constitute the expedi- 
tion under General Wise. [shall start him down the Peninsula Wed- 
nesday morning unless I receive contrary instructions from you by 
telegraph. There is a force at Yorktown of from 3,000 to 5,600 men. 
Of course Chaffin’s and Drewry’s Bluffs will be left without any infantry. 
I do not think it will be well to go far beyond Yorktown unless the foree 
uptothat point is met andwhipped. Fort Magruder, you are aware, will 
have to be carried or the garrison forced to retire before proceeding to 
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Yorktown. Wise has been chafing for a chance and I am glad he has — 
got it. He knows the country thoroughly and no doubt will do well. | 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

ARNOLD ELZEY, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 6, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. ARNOLD ELZEY, 
Commanding at Richmond, Va. : 

GENERAL: General Longstreet contemplates a move across the Black- 
water and thinks he may require more infantry and artillery than he 
now has. In that event, can you spare him either Wise’s brigade or 
your artillery battalion, armed as infantry, with a light battery or two? 
As he will be in front of Richmond, and as there are now no Federal 
troops on the James River, except those in his front, I think you could 
re-enforce him with advantage. Please see the Secretary on the subject 
and communicate with General Longstreet. 

Tam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
Rk. EK. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 6, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Commanding, &e., Petersburg, Va.: 

GENERAL: Ihave received your two letters of the 4th instant, inclos- 
ing one from General D. H. Hill, of the 2d instant. General Hill seems 
to be operating judiciously and you have given him all that he requires. _ 
I hope therefore he may be successful and may not be obliged to storm 
the enemy’s intrenchments, which might cause the loss of many of our 
brave men. I was in hopes he might have had enough troops in the 
Department of North Carolina for his military operations, and regret 
that he has to use Kemper’s and Garnett’s brigades for such work. 
You know how much depends on your divisions, and I wish to reserve - 
them as much as possible. As to your own operations you must push 
them according to your own judgment, and I would recommend care- 
ful reconnaissances before attacking Suffolk or any other fortifications 
of the enemy, and that you endeavor to draw his forces out by threaten- 
ing hiscommunications. I think you will find none of Burnside’s corps “ 
opposed to you. The troopsin your front are those which have been at 
Norfolk and Old Point. Burnside’s corps has certainly gone West. At 
the first intimation of its departure from Newport News a scout was 
dispatched to watch the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. He proceeded 
as far as Ellicott’s Mill and learned that the troops had been brought up 
the bay and were encamped around Baltimore. He saw them on their 
way over the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and counted some fifty-seven 
trains. He conversed with the men at some of the stations, who ex- 
pressed great dissatisfaction at being transferred West; were fearful of 
the climate, their health, &c., and deserted on every opportunity that 
offered. The troops conveyed over this road were altogether infantry. 

If any artillery was taken West it was carried on the Pennsylvania 


. : ; 
Central road, which, I learn from other sources, was also used in the 
transportation of Burnside’s corps. 
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i The roads in this section have dried astonishingly, but the storm of 
| Saturday has again surrounded us with mud and water. I cannot say 
| whether General Hooker will advance or not, though, as before stated, 


| all the information I receive from every source goes to show that it is 


| his intention to do so, and that heis prepared. It may be a part of their 
| general plan to deceive us while re-enforcing their western armies; but 
| as soon as I can move I will endeavor to find out. In the mean time I 
do not think it prudent to weaken the force here, but should you require 
more strength I think it better that you call on General Elzey for Wise’s 
—brigade and such artillery as can be sent you from Richmond. I have 
_ written to General Elzey on the subject. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. E. LEE, 
General. 


DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, 
: April 6, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET: 


My DEAR GENERAL: I sent up yesterday some Yankees taken by 
Dearing. From what I could gather from the sergeant a good many 
enlistments would soon expire, and he seemed to think the men would 
not re-enlist and thought they would not be forced in. Schriver is here 
yet. I would have sent.him down yesterday to Suffolk, but he will have 
to go to Newport News; thence to Norfolk and Suffolk. He says he 
will have no difficulty in reaching Suffolk by that route, but much by 
any other. In order to send him that way some little money will be 
necessary. I have none except Confederate money, which will not pass. 
I think $40 of State money would answer and would be well expended. 
He could return (by starting on Wednesday) on Sunday or Monday 
next, and could bring back accurate information if he chooses. I think 
it worth trying, and if you have any funds on hand for such purposes 
and wish the venture made please send down by first train. If not I 
will inmediately return Schriver to his company. 


IT am, general, your obedient servant and friend, 
GEO. E. PICKETT. 


P. S.—Mr. Riddick hears from Chuckatuck that the Yankees have 
not crossed the river at Reed’s Bridge, but are repairing the bridge; 
will take probably three days. When completed it gives them a chance 
to sweep the country. Shall I send expedition down after forage and 

at same time burn bridge ? 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
fichmond, Va., April 7, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, Commanding, Ge. : 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 6th instant* reached me this morning. 
Gratified to learn that you contemplate an important movement at so 
early a day. I was anxious to aid in making it as effective as possible 
and lest no time in conferring with the Secretary of the Navy to secure 
the co-operation of such vessels as could be commanded to cut off the 
enemy from retreat and effect their capture. The Secretary had every 
disposition to meet your views, and thought at first that the iron-clad 


* See p. 910. 


due | NORTH CAROLINA AND 8. B. VIRGINIA, — [Cmar. 3 
gunboat Richmond, with another light steamer, might be ventured to 
aid your operations. He had, however, to consult his naval officers and _ 
likewise to learn whether the obstructions could be removed or widened _ 
in time to allow the ships to pass. Unfortunately, it has been ascer- 
tained that the vessels could not pass without such removal of the 
heavy obstructions as to render it very doubtful whether the work 
could be accomplished in time. At the same time the replacement of 
the obstructions after the termination of the expedition, it is estimated, 
would require much time and expenditure. I have required a fuller 
report than I yet have to satisfy me of the inexpediency of attempting 
the present removal; but Colonel Gilmer, the head of the Engineer 
Bureau, expresses himself so strongly against the feasibility of the 
speedy removal that I fear that portion of your plan will have to be 
relinquished. Should I conclude otherwise I will promptly inform you ; 
but you had better proceed without counting on naval co-operation. I 
have arranged with Major-General Elzey to make an expedition down 
the Peninsula with some 2,000 men, as if to threaten Yorktown and 
Fort Monroe, and at the same time to have a few companies of cavalry 
threaten the enemy at Gloucester Town, as if there was a purpose, by 
combined attack, to carry all the posts of the enemy on the Peninsula. 
These movements, it is hoped, will agitate and alarm the enemy, so as 
to make their resistance to your real attack less serious and effectually 
preclude their drawing any re-enforcements from this side. 

With my best wishes for the success of your operations, I remain, with 
high respect, very truly, yours, 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 7, 1863. 
Major-General ELZEY, Commanding : 

GENERAL: In giving instructions to General Wise you had better 
direct that he should not pass Yorktown any considerable distance with 
his entire force unless he finds that he will by doing so draw out the 
force at Yorktown, but that instructions must not prevent him taking 
advantage of any favorable opportunity that may occur. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Fr. S.—It would probably be well to magnify his command as much as 
he can, The enemy likes to be deceived, or rather to have good excuses 
for reverses. People who play tricks are always the easiest tricked. He 
might give it out that you are behind him with any number of troops. 
{ want half a dozen 20-pounder Parrotts for my expedition. I have the 
men and horses for them if you cannot spare them. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., April 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, Commanding : 


al . » y 1 + + 
GENERAL: Your letter of the 5th instant is just received. You 
should remember that my orders are based upon information that I re- 
Tt 4 6 na 
ceive. Up to the 2d instant you gave me no reason te hope that you 


Una. XX¥1 «CORRESPONDENCE, RTC.—CONFEDERATE. 969 


_ could accomplish anything at Washington; on the contrary, you seemed 
_ to have but little hope in your own letter, and frequently forwarded 
letters from General Garnett which always argued the utter impossi- 

_ bility of your being able to'accomplish anything. Under these circum- 
_ Stances I called for the troops to be returned to me that I might put 
_ them at other work, for we have already been idle too long. Then 
_ came your letter of the 2d, which was full of encouragement and hope. 
_ I sent you, instead of four guns, as you desired, six, and sent you an- 
_ thority to retain General Garnett’s brigade. After your letter of the 
~-2d came one of the 4th, which, I believe, was more desponding than 
- your previous letters, and expressing the opinion that nothing but heavy 
artillery would answer any good purpose. I then sent my order for 
Garnett’s brigade to return and the six pieces of artillery. Your letter 
of the 5th revives much hope again, and I now authorize you to retain 
General Garnett and the six field pieces if they are important to you. 

I fear from the tone of General Garnett’s letters that he was so well 
satisfied that Washington could not be taken that he was not even 
willing to make the effort. Because things are not laid down in the 
book it does not follow that things cannot be done. You mention for 
the first time that General Foster is below you with a succoring force. 
‘If that be so New Berne must be weak and General Ransom might get 
a position below it, which will leave it in the same condition as Wash- 
ington. I would have been glad to have left General Kemper at Kins- 
ton to aid in such a purpose had I been advised. You have enough 
force for this and your own work without him, however; that is, if you 
have not sent General Garnett back. If there is a good point below 
New Berne where a battery can be placed which will cut off the garrison 
from succor you had better have it fortified at once. You will readily 
see the advantage of this without my going into details. The Secretary 
of War telegraphed General Whiting yesterday that he should hold 
General Ransom ready to go to South Carolina. General Whiting 
telegraphed me to know what he should do. He is ordered to leave 
General Ransom where he is, but the Secretary is advised that General 
Evans may be spared, but itis the only brigade at Wilmington. Com- 
municate with me at Franklin, either by telegraph or otherwise. Any- 
thing of the ordnance department send to Col. P. T. Manning at this 
place. If General Ransom can get a good position below New Berne 
which he can fortify I think Colonel Manning can send him some heavy 
guns. 


I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 


P. §.—I fully appreciate the importance of your success. Besides the 
bacon and corn that you speak of it ought to give us the coast of North 
Carolina as far as the mouth of the Chowan at least. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., April 7, 1863. 
General R. E. LEE, Commanding : 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 5th is received. General Hill reports 
the enemy in the river below him with a considerable succoring force 
under General Foster; that his fort, some distance below, keeps the 
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force back, and that the enemy will have to come out and give him | 
battle before he can reach Washington, unless he succeeds in reducing — 
the fort. He has not yet been able to make any impression upon our — 
fort. General Hill is now ordered to endeavor to establish a like fort 
below New Berne to prevent this succoring force returning to New 
Berne. He expresses every confidence in being able to overcome the 
enemy should he land for the purpose of relieving Washington. Ifhe © 
reduces Washington and succeeds in getting a good point on the river - 
below New Berne I hope that all of the State (North Carolina) below 
the Chowan will soon be relieved of the presence of the enemy. I shall — 
not be able to cross the Blackwater before Saturday, possibly not before 
Sunday. If I find it practicable I shall get around the enemy’s position 
at Suffolk and endeavor to cut off re-enforcements by batteries on the 
river, &c. I do not propose to do anything more than draw out the 
supplies from that country unless something very favorable should offer. 

I have ordered General Wise, with such of his force as can be spared 
from Richmond, to make a strong diversion on the Peninsula. If I find 
that I can do no more than haul off supplies I shall hurry one of my 
divisions (Hood’s) back, so as to be within reach of you, unless the force 
is much stronger at Suffolk than you suppose it to be. 

IT remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., April 7, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Str: Major-General Hill is now operating against Washington, N. C., 
with the purpose of reducing that garrison and opening thereby the 
counties east of that to our subsistence and quartermasters’ depart- 
ments. The town of Washington is completely invested, and a fort 
that we have constructed below that cuts off re-enforcements. General 
Foster is said to be in the mouth of the river with re-enforcements, but 
unable to get them to Washington until he can reduce our fort. He 
has not as yet been able to make any impression on the fort, and we 
hope that he may be obliged to land and give battle or give up the 
garrison. In the mean time General Hill is ordered to throw a force 
below New Berne and fortify some good position so as to prevent Gen- 
eral Foster returning to New Berne. To make this last move secure it 
may be necessary for General Hill to use the brigade of General Evans 
the only one left at Wilmington. I deem it proper to advise you of the 
condition of affairs in North Carolina that you may better judge of the 
propriety of ordering General Evans’ brigade to Charleston. I have 
received no intimation from the department that any of the troops of 
this command would be called for to re-enforce Charleston and could 
not therefore be expected to be ready for such emergency. If the 
safety of Charleston depends upon such re-enforcements, however, we 
can resume defensive arrangements and spare even more than this 
brigade. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


tg ere he mt apne rt 


‘[Maj. Gen. D. H. HIL.:] 
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APRIL 7, 1863—7.30 p. m. 


GENERAL: I have examined the positions in front of Washington for 
rifled pieces with Capts. [Samuel R.] Bunting and Starr, of the artillery, 


_ and am of the opinion that those occupied by the smooth-bores of Cap- 


— 


tain Starr’s battery, six in number, are the most favorable that can be 
found. They are on the east and front of the town and would command 
the block-house and new earthwork (lately erected by the Yankees to 
fire, I presume, on Rodman’s Point) and the fort, as it is called, about 
the center of line of intrenchments. I shall strengthen the earth about 


~ them to-night and will be ready for them whenever they may be sent. 


x 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: Rk. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE, 
Contentnea Oreek Bridge, April 7, 1863. 
m@iaj..Gen. D. H. Hit: 

GENERAL: I got here at 12 o’clock to-day with my three regiments 
and battery. General Robertson has gone to the front. 1 hear nothing 
from Swift Creek to-day. Direct your couriers to bring dispatches by 
the cross-roads some 8 or 10 miles this side of your headquarters, where 
the Greenville road crosses the Birney place and Boyd’s Ferry road, 
and thence direct to this place and not by Snow Hill. General Robert- 
son has ordered an officer to fix this line of couriers. If the enemy 
attempt to move on Greenville we will try to give a good account of 
ourselves. 

Yours, &c., 
R. RANSOM, JR., 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, N. C., April 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, 

Commanding North Carolina: : 
DEAR Sire: Your favor of yesterday is to hand. Whitford had sent 
me word of the advance of the enemy. I shall be ready to obey your 
instructions. Some days ago I sent a force to the Contentnea to throw 


_up batteries, rifle-pits, &c., to protect those passes. I wrote you last 


evening. The couriers seem to travel too slowly. I will direct them to 
go 8 miles the hour. Order yours in coming this way to do the same. 
I have just gotten yours of yesterday, and it is 7 o’clock. 
Yours, very respectfully, 
R. RANSOM, JR., 
Brigadier-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, April 7, 1863. 
General W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 
General Evans’ brigade must be held prepared to move to Charleston. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. 0., April 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HIL1, ; ; 
Cross-Roads, 3 miles south of Washington, N. O.: 


GENERAL: I wish I had some 10-pounder Parrotts for you, but we 
have never had any of those guns though I have frequently applied 
for them. My field artillery is wretched, being mostly Smooth-bore and - 
howitzers. I hope you will be successful, but fear they will be enabled 
to re-enforce. Beauregard reports all the monitors off the bar at Charles- 
ton. Secretary of War ordered me to hold Ransom in readiness to move. 
I referred the dispatch to Longstreet. 

Very respectfully, 
W..H. O, WHITING, 
Brigadier. General. 


WILMINGTON, N. C., April 7, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General LONGSTREET : 


Secretary of War has ordered Evans’ brigade to be ready to move. 
Action commenced at Charleston. I must have some troops to replace 
them if they go; it will not do to leave this place bare. 

W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A,, | 
Richmond, April 8, 1863. 


General JAMES LONGSTREET, Petersburg, Va.: 


I would not have you abstain from offensive operation. They may 
effect as much by diversion as more direct aid. Still if you ean arrange | 
to spare one brigade (say Evans’) for Wilmington I should be much | 
pleased. The arrangement to send one forward in case of necessity was 
known to General Beauregard and General Whiting prior to your com- 
mand, and I supposed had been communicated to you. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 8, 1863—3 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hin, Commanding, Ge. : 


GENERAL: Let me suggest that you have your fort so arranged that 
you will be able to put your guns out of fire from the gunboats if it 
should become necessary. By having your platforms high you can put 
your guns on them when in action, and if the enemy’s guns have a longer 
range than yours you can run your guns down under the parapet so as 
to get them out of fire; or you might have pits alongside your platforms 
so as to run your guns out of fire. We must not expect to contend 
against the enemy in ammunition, so it may become necessary for you 
to occupy the fort merely to keep back the enemy’s transports or only 
to play upon the gunboats when they are in close range. If you can 
cut General Foster off from New Berne by using Evans’ brigade at Wil- 
mington, do not hesitate to do so. Your force in North Carolina must 


: Cnar. XXX.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 973 


be superior to that of the enemy. If you can only get his garrison at 
one position you will be able to concentrate to great advantage upon 
the next. ; 
I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., April 8, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. H1Inu, Commanding, ce.: 


GENERAL: I wrote you yesterday to endeavor to get a point below 
New Berne to prevent General Foster’s return there with his re-enforce- 
ments. . If you cannot make such arrangements at once have it in your 
mind, and should Foster land and give you battle be prepared to cut 
him off from New Berne by land and water, if you are so fortunate as to 
beat him back. Please send couriers and letters tome at Franklin until 
otherwise advised. The War Department has arranged it so that your 
command is a department and includes all the troops in the State. The 
Secretary has ordered General Evans’ brigade to be ready to go to 
Charleston. I hope that it will not be necessary to send him there. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va, April 8, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 
I wrote the Secretary of War yesterday. He knows your situation. 
I hope that there may be no occasion for Evans to move. 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tneutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., April 8, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
Commanding, &e., Wilmington, N. C.: 

GENERAL: Colonel Long has just made his inspection report. I am 
much gratified at the favorable account that he gives of your condition 
and your progress in your difficult labors. I have ordered the chief of 
subsistence to have you supplied with provisions for at least a month at 
your forts. It seems to me that you have hardly enough ammunition in 
your forts. I have written the Secretary of War, giving him, I think, 
very good reasons why your garrison should not be reduced below its 
present force, yet I think that that force can be spared for a few days 
better than any other. General Hill is now at Washington. He has 
invested the place and has thrown up a fort below which cuts out re-en- 
forcements. General Foster is below with re-enforcements, but cannot 
get in unless he can reduce the fort. General Hill thinks that he will 
be compelled to land and give battle or give up the garrison. If he 
lands we hope to destroy him. General Hill is ordered to try and throw 
a force below New Berne and erect a baitery on the river, which will pre- 
vent Foster from returning to New Berne. I have explained the condi- 


0) = OE 


974 NORTH CAROLINA AND §, E. VIRGINIA. 
i affairs to the Secretary, suggesting thatif you could keep Evan S 
ae eed oo co-operate as ay make the last move completely successful. 
I wish you to have this in your mind, and if, in communicating with 
General Ransom, you find a favorable opportunity you should not fail to 
— take advantage of it. I leave to-night for Franklin to cross Blackwater 
and cut off re-enforcements for North Carolina, and at the same time 

haul off all provisions, &c., from the sso of ay Blackwater. 

i espectfully, your obedient servan 
nt gt ee TAME LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General Commanding. 


Oi 


DENTIAL. Hpars. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
ae April 9, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War: 


Sir: General Longstreet proposes to cross the Blackwater with a 
view to obtaining supplies from the counties of Nansemond, Isle of 
Wight, &ce. He is apprehensive that the enemy may move up James 
River and get in his rear, and asks whether he cannot obtain some co- 
operation from the Navy. Iam not aware that the Navy can operate 
below the obstructions at Drewry’s Bluff. If, however, any of their 
steamers could go down as low as Hardy’s Bluff, at which point General 
Longstreet might place some batteries on the land, they could observe 
the river below, and I do not think the enemy would venture to throw 
a land force ashore above Day’s Point. They might also enable the 
Quartermaster’s Department to use boats on the river to transport sup- 
plies, which would prove more expeditious than hauling them by land. 
Tam, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Cross-Roads, April 9, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hrnx, Commanding, ée.: 
GENERAL: General Pettigrew reports that the enemy are advancing 
upon him (1.15 p.m.; reached here about 3 p.m.). I immediately or- , 
dered the Fiftieth to him. Since then two dispatches have been 
received. The first stated that the part of the column seen by Major ~— 
Ross was half a mile long, but he did not see the rear of it, The next « 
states that there were three brigades of infantry and two regiments, 
and that there were eighteen pieces of artillery. I have ordered the 
Viftieth Regiment and Second Battalion (seven companies) down to 
him. The last two dispatches were sent by General P. They were from 
Leventhorpe’s officers. Nothing has been received from General P. 
since his first dispatch, asking me to send a part of my troops to him. 
Since then I have sent him the dispatch from Morehead, stating that 
they were within 4 miles of Swift Creek. N. othing has been received 
from Swift Creek since the first, dispatch (2.30 p.m.). Ido not think 
there will be an advance from Swift Creek, but I may be mistaken. The 


last courier from General Pettigrew said they were fighting at Blount 
Creek Mill. 


Very respectfully, &c., 


JUNIUS DANIEL, 
Brigadier-General. 


ad 
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ie . APRIL 9, 1863—11.45 o’clock. 
po (Maj. Gen. D. H. Hix:] 
_ GENERAL: I have sent the battery which came with Colonel Martin’s 
regiment (it arrived this morning) back to its station. I have more - 
_ light artillery than I can use. Forage is getting very scarce, and Col- 
onel M. says it is needed in the defense of Rainbow Banks. I would 
also suggest in this connection that Captain Starr’s battery be also 
ordered to Greenville, or any other point you may deem best. The bat- 
~ teries of Captains Reilly and Bunting are sufficient, I should think, for 
my command. The enemy strengthen their works every night. Their 
line of intrenchments is now as strong as it can well be made, as far 
_ as I can judge with my glass. My wagon train started down to Pungo 
yesterday morning. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


hk. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg, Va., April 9, 1863—9 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HIL1, 
Commanding Department of North Carolina: 


GENERAL: If you can operate without the aid of Evans’ brigade the 
commanding general desires you to order it to be in readiness to move 
to Charleston ata moment’s notice. If you need it and cannot get along 
without it he desires you to retain it. General Longstreet left last night 
for Franklin. Your communication by courier of the 7th instant is re- 
ceived. It will be forwarded at once to the general. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant A djutant-General. 


BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Diascund Bridge, Va., April 9, 1863—3.30 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. ARNOLD ELZErY, 
‘Commanding, Ge. : 
GENERAL: I moved yesterday morning at 9 a. m. with my whole 
force except the several guards. Arrived here in person with the artil- 
lery about 12.30 p.m. My men marched well and in fine spirits, and 
did well in weather and bivouac and roads. The infantry are delayed 
at Forge Bridge by the high water. I ordered the baggage wagons to 
be emptied to take them across dry-footed. As soon as I arrived I 
called the chief officers of this post together for reports. Uere they 
report: 


Holcombe Legion, fit for action ...-...+.--..-.--«------ Deas ise « 175 
32d (Virginia) Battalion, Maj. [J. R.] Robertson, fit for action....--. 40 
Total cavalry to be relied om in @ fight....----.-....-..-----.----- 215 
MrrersoerlOn OMArUlll eR yj. cae ce aa nem ae cilele eels anemia ise wins sie --1s- -2)e = = ie 39 
MnGIDAVEAONTO han tamt hye csac esate etree sa osiciminin wine civte iw alone on 2 oes 39 


At Diascund, of all arms....-...---.- ee AE PR 493 
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At Diascund, OF All AVMBys. 0. -60 coe. eoe- nes este cubedanes wsncenamevsnanr seaexe 
Re-enforcements brought by me: : é ; 
Artillery (one battery and two sections) .---------++ -++--+++---+------- 
Infantry (71 officers and 1,040 enlisted men).------------- Peer Ae bih 
Hawley’s cavalry, about.----- ---- ------ ---- eee 222 eo eee eee eee eee eee 
Total of all arms brought by Me -.....--.- ---- ss-e0e 22-40 «2-002 presser. 
Motalof all ArMS. cece = ese ver w es asco s ace Seis oe a sm sae aman leet 
Deduct for error in cavalry report.....----- ------ ---+ 2-2 -- <0 eee eee eee ene eee 
Totals acs. win cee ope oe mes ose mele sae aoe ee aie aimee Sable pineies aie ele 4 ee eo ee 
SUMMARY. 
otal Of CAV BITY: u< cnn genes oes ac cece ns ceselesueia be sins walne sah sSriseracm oe eeeeeee 
otal of artillery. 22-1; . e150 <n nvssasce niente = sian = ena sin y= esalnwamariccaelne 
Total Gkankaniwy.,- 22 oveecas eae cn teen cae e a eee ase ee ease eel a ie 


Grand: tOteloo...c< smart man seesaw = Sate oles Gece mete = ce ahaa ae ee ee aes 


If my men are not too much broken down I will move upon Williams- 
burg near enough to attack to-morrow evening or by daylight next 
morning. J send you a note* from Colonel Tabb, which met me on the 
way. Infantry or no infantry, enemy re-enforced or not, I will cer- 
tainly attack them Saturday morning as early as my men can take aim. 
I find the forces here deficient in ammunition, and beg you to forward 
some, according to the accompanying requisitions, with dispatch. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier-General. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 

; Richmond, April 10, 1863. 

Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: I have the honor to request that the James River obstructions 
be opened at the earliest practicable moment, to permit the Richmond 
to pass below them. 

I deem it very important that our armed vessels in the river should 
be able to pass the barrier at any time, and I respectfully suggest that 
this be provided for, The large schooner Galego may perhaps be used 
in connection with this measure. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. R. MALLORY, : 
Secretary of the Navy. 


[Indorsements.] 
APRIL 11, 1863. - 
Respectfully referred to the President for his consideration. 
PAs Ps 
Secretary. 


It would be well, before action, to have a report and opinion of the 
Chief Engineer. 


J. D. 


* Not found, 
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is: : APRIL 12, 1863. 

To the ENGINEER BUREAU: aes 
Note the President’s suggestion of a report. It is desirable to know 
_ among other things how far the permanence and security of the remain- 
ing works would be endangered by making the required opening ; how 
long it would require to remove; whether the opening could be so ar- 
ranged as still to make the obstructions effective to arrest and keep 
under fire hostile vessels attempting to pass, and also whether a pas- 
sage might. not more easily or advantageously be made by cutting a 
~~ canal around through the low ground on one side of the river at the 

point of obstruction. 
J. A. S., 
Secretary. 


ENGINEER BUREAU, April 20, 1863. 
Respectfully returned to the honorable Secretary of War. 
A report in reply to the above questions has been forwarded to-day.* 
J. F. GILMER, 
Colonel of Engineers and Chief of Bureau. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, C.5. A, 
. 2 Richmond, April 10, 1863. 
General W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 
General Beauregard telegraphs that clear indications denote an early 
attack by land from Bull’s Bay on Charleston, as likewise contempo- 
raneous assanlts on other parts of his Jine, and urges earnestly the for- 
warding of re-enforcements. If you can venture the risk, send forward 
any troops (livans’ brigade or less). The movement, however, is rested 
- on your discretion, with only an expression of the desire of the. Depart- 
ment. If you send, inform General Longstreet, whose address I do not 
know. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


FRANKLIN, VA., April 10, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 


It will probably occupy two weeks of time to haul out the subsistence . 
and quartermaster’s supplies. This would probably give abundance of 


time for the co-operation. 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA, 
April 10, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: The mayor of this city has called upon the Governor for a mili- 
tary force in aid of the civil authority in suppression of an outbreak 
; *See Gilmer to Seddon, April 20, p. 1008, 
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which his honor has been informed may be expected during the coming 
night. In addition to the force Brigadier-General Winder has placed 
at His Excellency’s command, Major-General Elzey has been requested | 
to bring into the city two of his battalions. To this request the major- 
general from Chaffin’s Bluff has promptly replied: 

The two battalions asked for have been ordered to hold themselves in readiness 
under arms; but it would be well for His Excellency (the Governor) to apply to the 
Secretary of War in the mean time for the force under my command. I am inspect- 
ing, but will be in the city by sundown. 

Accordingly, by direction of His Excellency, I have the honor to ask 
that the order suggested by General Elzey may be given. 

Iam, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. BASSETT FRENCH, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


APRIL 10, 1863—11 a. m. 
[General H1Lu:] 

GENERAL: My wagon train will be here from Pungo at 7 p. m., the 
quartermaster writes me who is in charge of it. Captain Reilly opened 
on the enemy this morning, but can produce but little effect, except to 
make him keep close. They returned his fire with four 32-pounders. I 
trust to God all is going well with you. Let me know what I shall do. 
My quartermaster at Tranter’s Bridge has forage for some four days, 
after which he says he knows not where to procure it. No recent news 
from Bath. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
R. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Abstract from Tield Return of Troops commanded by Maj. Gen. S. G. French, April,10, 
1863. 
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ae BURWELL Bay, April 11, 1863. 
Maj. WILLIAM Norris, 
Chief of Signal Corps: 
‘Sir: I have the honor to report my return from my first trip across 
the river, There are few Abolitionists on the Peninsula, No addition 
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to the number at Yorktown. Two (lieutenants) only at Newport News. 
Hawkins’ Zouaves at Camp Hamilton (Segar’s farm) and Third New York 


‘in garrison at Fort Monroe. None have gone to Suffolk since the 15th or 
20th of March. Their number there is estimated at 20,000. I will en- 


deavor to learn the exact force there to-morrow night, when I shall pro- 


cure papers, &c. The usual fleet at the mouth of the river. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. H. CAUSEY, 
Captain, Confederate States Army. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 11, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. ARNOLD ELzEy, 


Commanding at Richmond: _ tay 
GENERAL: Your letter of 7th has been received. The diversion you - 


_ project in the direction of Yorktown will serve to distract the enemy 


_ and prevent re-enforcements being sent to Suffolk, and I hope will afford 


more aid to General Longstreet than the additional troops you could give 
him. I approve, therefore, of your course, and hope it will be carried 


- out boldly and energetically. 


lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
kh. E. LEE, 
General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A,, 
Richmond, Va., April:11, 1863. 


General JAMES LONGSTREET, Franilin, Va.: 


General Beauregard is so urgent for re-enforcements that I request 
you will send Ransom’s brigade, or some other, to Wilmington to replace 
Kyans’, which I shall order to Charleston. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Seven miles of Suffolk, Va., April 11, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sim: Your telegram is received. The most that we can possibly spare 
to re-enforce General Beauregard would be a brigade. It would hardly 
be worth the while to send it. I hope that General Hill may in a few 
days be able to send more. I have advised him of General Beaure- 
gard’s necessities. It must occupy the enemy several days to begin to 
make any impression at Charleston; meanwhile we may do much more 
good here and in Nerth Carolina. General Hill’s address by telegraph 
is Rocky Mount, N. C.; from that point your dispatches will be for- 
warded to him. His orders and arrangements were complete as far as 
IT could make them when I left Franklin. Please send him such orders 
or instructions as you think proper. ey 

May I ask that you pardon this pencil note? My writing materials 
have not yet come up. ; 

IT remain, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTRERT, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding, 
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“War DEPARTMENT, C. S. A, | 
. Richmond, Va., April 11, 1863. 
General W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 
I have requested General Longstreet to send Ransom’s or some other 
brigade to Wilmington to replace Evans’ brigade. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


——E 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., April 11, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: I received your telegram referring to General Beauregard’s ap- 
prehension of an attack by Bull’s Bay. If well founded this is a very 
serious demonstration, and, combined with the fact that the enemy is 
in force in the Sounds below Charleston, where his base is, it will make 
the successful defense of the city and surrounding country a very diffi- 
cult problem with the force at General Beauregard’s command. The 
object of a demonstration by Bull’s Bay might either be the establish- 
ment in force on the Had@rell’s Point side, isolation of Sullivan’s Island, 
and bombardment of the city, or an attempt to cut the North Carolina 
Railroad, or both. With regard to my power to assist General Beaure- 
gard, you are aware that my force is already much reduced by the ab- 
sence of General Ransom’s brigade for the operations against Foster 
about New Berne and Washington, in which also General [fongstreet, 
by letter of 8th instant, desires me to co-operate if possible. The only 
available force here is Evans’ brigade, not a very strong one. Of this 
I must take the responsibility, upon your telegram, of sparing three 
regiments to General Beauregard, though I must earnestly urge that 
their place be supplied at once, with the double view of giving him, in 
case of necessity, further and much needed aid and of preventing all 
risk here where I am by no means as strong as I desire to be and 
where the presence of troops is at all times necessary as well for labor 
as for defense. With regard to the water defenses, I hope you will be 
able to let me have at least two Brooke rifles, one for each entrance, 
those guns appearing to have been most effective against monitors. 

Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-Genei al. 


H@ADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE CAPE FEAR, 


Wilmington, N. C., April 11, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. : 

SIR: A letter of Flag-Officer {William F'.] Lynch to Secretary of the 
Navy, with accompanying letter of Senator [George] Davis, of North 
Carolina, has been referred to me as relating to the defense of the Cape 
Fear, There are several points in both letters (mistakes as well as im- 
proprieties) upon which I might remark with some animadversion. I 
will simply refer to them : In the first place, the battery to which Flag- 
Officer Lynch refers, March 13, has not been discontinued, but (although 
the guns will be needed for the North Carolina) is prepared for mount- 
ing others; second, the river obstructions are not only much further 


. 
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advanced than when “TI (he) first came on the station,” but nearly all 
that has been done in this matter has been done since I assumed com- 
mand; is rapidly progressing as satisfactorily as the means at my com- 
mand and the nature of the problem will permit. In this connection 
permit me to refer you to my report on the defenses of the Cape Fear, 
section headed * Obstructions,” and generally. Many projects of ob- 
structions, mostly impracticable, have been presented to me. Thereis, 
thirdly, “no uneasiness felt in the community” with which the Depart- 
ment has not been fully (through myself, when well founded) made ac- 


~quainted, and upon which I have perhaps equal facilities with Senator 


Davis to enlighten it. Flag-Officer Lynch says, fourthly, ‘ Under these 
circumstances I pray you to obtain authority for me to obstruct the 
river, which in twelve days I will be ready to defend with the North 
Carolina under one coat of plating.” I am competent to give the au- 
thority asked and most cheerfully concede it in the same spirit in which 
Ihave always assisted and co-operated with the Navy and always shall, 
though I most respectfully suggest that I think the completion of the 
gunboats will be quite as much as the Navy authorities can attend to, 
the North Carolina not yet being ready for the purpose proposed on the 
13th March. As to the defense, that.is my affair. I will not further 
allude to the manifest impropriety of these letters than to notice a re- 


mark in that of Senator Davis, that he has ‘reason to believe that 


General D. H. Hill has been painfully disappointed in the defense of | 
Wilmington.” If General Hill had any such feeling it was doubtless 
in relation to the deficiency of the armament—a feeling shared by the 
departinent and by myself and due to the straitness of our resources 
and the pressing demands upon us everywhere, and not to any measures 
I have taken. Senator Davis in a natural, proper anxiety upon a mat- 
ter of the greatest importance to himself and people, and not familiar 
with the subject, has no doubt misunderstood General Hill. I request 
that you will permit Senator Davis, if not inconsistent with the public 
service, to read the report upon the defenses of the Cape Fear which I 
had the honor to submit for the information of the President, with his 
permission, and that you will refer this letter to the Secretary of the 
Navy, to whom Flag-Officer Lynch’s letter was originally addressed. 
Very respectfully, 
WetteCaW BITING, 
; Brigadier- General. 


MFADQUARTERS, in Camp, April 11, [1863]. 
(Via Franklin April 12.) 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 

I hope that we shall have plenty of time to re-enforce General Beau- 
regard. It will take much time for the enemy to accomplish anything, 
even after his attack is begun. 

I telegraphed General Hill to re-enforce as soon as he possibly can. 

JAMES LONGSTREET. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, N. C., April 12, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILt, 
Commanding in North Carolina : 

GENERAL: I have received your two notes of yesterday and have 

put on foot the men on the railroad. Shall act vigorously in getting 
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Ad 
the conscripts. Have also started a party to put up the Core Cree : 
Bridge. .I hold the force I took with me to Contentnea so that Im uy 
move to any point from here. Unless the enemy should again strip — 
New Berne a demonstration only in that direction could do little goody) 
Thardly think old man Wessells will try to march to Wilmington; if 
he does he will never get back. May God grant you a speedy success ; 
at Washington. If I go toward New Berne [ desire to enter.the town. 
If your scouts gain no more information than mine you must be embar- 
rassed ; but the short line between the rivers makes it very difficult to 

ass. 
S Inclosed I send a letter from Mr. Washington, perhaps the richest 
man in the county. The corn he speaks of is indispensable to us. 
He has carried off his own entire crop, and this corn was bought last" 
fall. If one man be permitted to take it away we will be able to 
get none. It is with ditficulty that we get on now. I have refused 
every one, no matter how small the quantity. Mr. Washington hag a 
mill, and claims that because he has sold to us since last fall some 
$1,500 or $2,000 worth of meal that he should be exempt, and also be- | 
cause he has the iron contract. His slaves were hired up the country 
principally, and in my judgment he should not have permission to carry 
off one bushel. There is hardly a man in the Confederacy who has done 
less for the Government. As to the corn in Warren County I simply — 
said to Mr. Washington he could find it there. As to the nature of his 
contract I know nothing; he has been reticent on that point. I donot 
consider that Iam bound by the permits of my predecessors, for I do 
not know how far they may have been taken advantage of. Until I 
get your positive orders to let the corn go it will remain, unless neces- 
sity compels me to use it. I shall apply to Mr. Washington the same 
rules I do to others. 
Everything quiet. 
Very respectfully, your obedient Servant, 
R. RANSOM, Jr., 
Brigadier- General. 


WILMINGTON, N. C., April 12, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. Fi. HI, Commanding : 


MY DEAR GENERAL: I have your note this afternoon. Have tele- 
graphed you. By reason of the urgent dispatches of the War Depart- 
ment, General Beauregard, together with General Longstreet’s instrue- 
tions, and the importance of the case, I have felt obliged to let General 
Kvans and three regiments go to Charleston. I keep two here. Sup- 
pose you let either Colonel Ransom’s or Col. [L. M.] McA fee’s regiment 
(orty-ninth North Jarolina), from General Ransom’s brigade, come 
down here. I shall not then feel uneasy as to any temporary attack or 
feint of the enemy. Colonel Ransom is here on a court-martial. That 
brigade is so strong, and [being] composed of five regiments, would not, 
I think, greatly miss one, while the presence of one here would be much 
for me. Your movements as against Washington and Foster appear to 
me to be admirably designed, and I hope you will bag him. My scouts 
report great alarm in New Berne. We have a refugee who has escaped 
them to our lines. He describes the impression there that you will de- 
Stroy Foster. T have applied for the First and Third North Carolina 
Regiments, now in Virginia, to be sent here as a garrison of Wilmington. 
These regiments are not bri gaded in any North Carolina bri gade, and 
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might perhaps suit. It would be a very good thing; I wish you would 
urge it. It would greatly help all of our operations to have 4 couple of 
independent regiments. 
Very truly, yours, 
W. H. ©. WHITING, 
Brigadier: General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A,, 
fichmond, Va., April 13, 1863. 
General D. H. Hin, Rocky Mount, N. O.: 
General Evans’ brigade being sent from Wilmington to Charleston, 
replace it with a brigade. General Longstreet is informed of this. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., April 13, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. James LONGSTREET, Franklin, Va.: 
General Whiting still urges re-enforcements. Send force to replace 


Evans’ brigade. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, O.S. A., 
Richmond, Va., April 13, 1863, 
Lieut. Gen. JamMES LONGSTREET : 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 11th instant has been delivered by your 
courier. General Whiting calls still so urgently for re-enforcements to 
replace General Evans’ brigade (sent on to Charleston) that the matter 
has been laid before the President, and his judgment is that it would be 
unsafe to leave Wilmington without such re-enforcements. Therefore 
I telegraphed you this morning that such should be sent. I will now, 
having learned General Hill’s address through your letter, telegraph 
him directly to the same effect. I regret very much to interfere in any 
way with your concerted arrangements, but an engagement was pre- 
viously given to send forward a brigade when required to Charleston, 
and I did not feel at liberty to disregard it. As explained to you in a 
previous letter, I had supposed you acquainted with that arrangement. 
I do not propose that more than one brigade be sent to Charleston to 
be supplied at Wilmington. That will not, I trust, materially interfere 
with the plans of General Hill or yourself. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 
P. S.—The above letter was returned by the same courier. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., April 13, 1863. 
3rig. Gen. W. H. C. Wurrine, Wilmington, N. C.: 
General Hill has been ordered to send a brigade to replace Evans’, to 
be forwarded to Charleston. 
J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


\ 
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APRIL 18, 18 

[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hitu:] ot ya 

GENERAL: I am in receipt of your dispatch of April 13, 7:30 a. m- 
My ordnance officer has gone to Boyd’s Landing for the Parrott ammu- 
nition. When I have completed all the breastworks for batteries and 
placed guns in them I shall require more troops to support them, other- 
wise my command will be too much scattered. Col. |W. F.] Martin had 
better be sent over, I think. Your instructions will be communicated 
to Captain Reilly. I do not know at what point on this side your boat 
will land to establish the courier line you speak of. Three Yankee pris- 
oners were brought up this morning by the cavalry from Bath. These 
men deserted from the troops at New Berne and went over to Hyde 
County, where they delivered themselves to two of Captain Swindell’s 
men. One is an orderly sergeant, and seems to be an intelligent man. 
He reports 10,000 troops at New Berne under the command of Palmer; 
says many of these troops are disaffected and those who are to be dis- 
charged in May will not serve longer. I have sent the deserters to 
Greenville subject to your further orders. They are very anxious that 
their names should not appear in the papers as deserters for fear it may 
bring punishment upon them when they return and work to their preju- 
dice at their homes. I therefore hope you will give the necessary in- 
structions should you order them to Richmond. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier-General. 


P. S.—The deserters are from the One hundred and first Pennsyl- 
vania. 


APRIL 13, 1863—5 p. m. 
[General D. H. Hitu:] 


GENERAL: I have given the instructions to Captain Reilly about open- 
ing on the Yankee barracks, in accordance with your orders in dispatch 
of 7.30 a. m. to-day. Colonel Ferebee has been ordered to collect con- 
scripts and also to watch the roads you speak of. He says that General 
Robertson, who was here yesterday, spoke of relieving Colonel Fere- 
bee’s men by Griffin’s cavalry. I presume he means those on the James- 
ville and Plymouth roads. ‘I have frequently impressed upon Colonel 
If. to guard those roads well, and he informs me that the necessary 
steps have been taken to do so. My ordnance officer went for the am- 
munition to Boyd’s Ferry this morning. I mentioned, in reply to your‘ 
note this morning, that I thought it better for Colonel Martin’s regiment 
to join me here, and will send him the order to-night. I can learn noth- 
ing of the condition of the enemy inside, but I fear that they can keep 
themselves supplied by fishing with Seines, as fish are very plentiful in 
the river at this season. I sent up the Jamesville road this morning 
about 7 miles and found Griffin’s pickets on it, so I presume it is all 
right in that direction. 

Very respectfully, your obedient Servant, 
R. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier-General. 


: APRIL 13, 1863—7 p. m. 
[Maj. Gen. D. H. HIL:] 
GENERAL: I inclose you a note from Colonel Cantwell relative to the 
selzure of a vessel bound to New Berne. TI have ordered the property 
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_ of the Widow to be removed and the captain and crew to be arrested and 
Sent to me; also the vessel to be burned should there be any danger of 
_ her falling into the hands of the enemy. I wish you would give me 
instructions as to what I shall do with the arrested persons and the 
schooner. I think she should be burned, but will not give the order 
_ until I hear from you to that effect. The ordnance officer I sent for 
ammunition reports that the road which was ordered to be repaired 
leading to Boyd’s Ferry will not admit of artillery or even many wagons 
passing over it without cutting it up very much. As they be an im- 
portant work, I deem it proper to mention this fact to you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Raleigh, N. 0., April 13, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. HILL, 
Comdg. Dept. of North Carolina, Goldsborough, N. C.: 
GENERAL: If you have any command for me I have the honor to 
request that I may be ordered to it at once. The position of command- 
ing officer here is, in my opinion, a necessary one, but the duties can — 
be performed by an officer unable to do field service. Col. [W. L.] De 
Rosset, now in the State, could easily take my place here. A general 
officer is not required here, and the circumstances of my situation, which 
are known to you, make it desirable to me to leave the State, and under 
any contigencies to leave the city of Raleigh. Should you have no com- 
mand to offer me, please approve, recommend, and forward the inclosed _ 
application. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. MARTIN, 
Brigadier- General. 


[APRIL 13, 1863]—12 m. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILu: 

GENERAL: Yours of 10.30 just received. I would like to have all the 
movable rifle artillery or rather ‘“‘anti-gunboat,” that I can get. The 
ground on the enemy’s side of the mouth of the creek does ‘certainly 
command ours, and unless we can drive the gunboats away they can 
cross; but how they are to march to Fort Hill afterward will puzzle 
them, provided our forces are ready to concentrate. They must con- 
centrate to attack. Everything depends upon our being able to do the 
same is my opinion. I think the guns in question had better come 
down. 

Yours, respectfully, 
J. J. PETTIGREW, 
Brigadier-General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, N. C., April 13, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hit, Commanding: 

GENERAL: Your two notes of to-day are just received. Of course I 
will cheerfully do whatever is for the good of our service; but I hope my 
brigade may be kept together. Faithfully have I striven to get it to a 
first-rate state of efficiency, and it would be a proud moment for me to 
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take it a unit into a battle. You are well aware how soon the best 
troops can become demoralized. , But recently, during a very short 
absence from my brigade, I had reason to regret that I had left it. I 
beg you will do what you can not to split my command to pieces and 
cause it to become of little use. If you could see it together I know you 
would award it a place second to no other. Whatever may be your 
orders I will obey with zeal and faithfulness. _ Bi: 

I wrote to Major Anderson to-day. LEverything as quiet as possible. 
T ean get no news from New Berne; have tried hard, and am still mak-. 
ing efforts. se dle ; 

ry respectfu our obedient servant 
OSES pana de R. RANSOM, Jr., 
Brigadier-General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, N. C., April 13, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL: 

GENERAL: I inclose a note* from General Whiting by a courie, 
whom I sent with your letter to him. It has just come in. I hear that 
the enemy is landing heavy forces below Charleston. Whiting will 
doubless give you the news. 

Very respectfully, 
R. RANSOM, JR., 
Brigadier-General. 


KiystTon, N. C., April 14, 1863. 
General D. H. HIt1, 
Commanding in North Carolina: 

GENERAL: Your note of yesterday was received early to-day. I had 
sent off about a dozen conscripts. Will retain the others.. With no 
evidence except against one of the 14 sent up by your order from Beau- 
fort I can make but a poor investigation. Major Kennedy sent me 
only one letter from Ed. Stanly, addressed to a United States naval 
officer, that commits partially one of the parties. He too, I should say, 
was over forty years old. The rest had best be sent to Richmond or 
directly to the Rappahannock. My Quakers are obstinate. They have 
withstood hunger and thirst for over four days. I sent down Major 
Guion, of the Engineers, to superintend the building of the bridge over 
Core Creek. To-day I find it completed, but so low to the water that a 
slight rise would wash it away. My scouts report a larger force now 
in New Berne than for some weeks past. They say re-enforcements 
have arrived withii? the past few days. If so, an advance will be at- 
tempted toward this place and an attack by the gunboats be made on 
Wilmington. They will thus hope to prevent your sending any one to 
Wilmington, and perhaps to pass over us before you can get here, or it 
may be they will be content to hold us all here. If you do not order 
the demonstration on New Berne I shall not make it. With half the 
number of my force in the town I cannot take it. Two demonstrations 
have already been made upon the place, and, with respect, I suggest 
that a repetition of these feints tend to weaken us and give courage and 
importance to the enemy. If the enemy go out again I will be as rapid 
as man can be to take his place; and if in your better judgment it be 
wise to make the demonstration let me know and it shall be promptly 
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executed. I have been told that you had heavy firing this morning and 


last night. I earnestly pray you have again repulsed them. Your note 
ae to the engineers has just reached me. I will attend to its com- 
mands. 

6 p.m.—Lieutenant Connor has just gone off in the direction you 
speak of and will be near you by the time you get this. Lieutenant 
Hoy, whom I sent scouting near New Berne, has returned within the 
hour. He states that a day or two ago some twenty iron-clads and other 
gunboats left Beaufort—that a strong re-enforcement came up from 
there to New Berne. The officer I sent to break up the railroad has not 
yet reported. He has hardly had time, as I wished the bridge near 
Shepherdsville destroyed, if possible. 

Very respectfully and truly, 
Rk. RANSOM, JR., 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., April 14, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HiIx1, 
Commanding near Washington, N. C.: 


GENERAL: I have just received yours of the 12th,* inclosing a tele- 
gram * from Longstreet. I have received so many orders: and counter- 
orders from so many different sources that really Iam puzzled how to 
answer. The War Department has been directing me to re-enforce Gen- 
eral Beauregard. The lieutenant-general commanding orders co-opera- 
tion with you, while from his headquarters at Petersburg I get directions 
to aid Beauregard if thelatter is urgent. Finally, General Beauregard 
suspends the movement 6f Evans’ brigade. My position is then this: 
One regiment of Evans’ brigade is in Charleston, having got off before 
the movement was stopped; the general himself is there; I have four 
here. I do not think the enemy have in the least given up their designs 
on Charleston. It is incredible that after such monstrous preparations 
they should give up t of that performance of the monitors. 
Nor am I apprehensive immediately of any demonstration on Wilming- 
ton, though such might be attempted. It, as you surmise, any feint 
should be made by land, your cavalry ought to let Ransom know the 
moment it is discovered, that he need not wait for me to call upon him. 
If your estimate of Foster’s troops, viz, 8,000, is correct, and as Long- 
street says he has received no more re-enforcements, he will neither dare 
to attack you nor to move on me. I know him too well. Still I must 
keep on thelookout. I only fear that my armament is not heavy enough 
to keep a monitor out. Tor one to get inside would be a very serious 
embarrassment; but it will hardly be tried, I think, until the defenses 
of Charleston are more thoroughly tested; and surely unless they aban- 
don their great expedition altogether before that first- repulse they will 
not divert any portion of their land or naval forces for an attempt on a 
subordinate position. If I should hear that the fleet and transports 
had all passed the Charleston bar going northward I should think they 
were coming here and call for all the aid I could get. If they abandon 
their Charleston move Beauregard could aid me. In the-mean time I do 
not like to think that your operations should be in any manner crippled to 
aid me unless at the last extremity. Your operations there are in fact my 
great security here, unless an additional expedition should be fitting out 
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-in the North of which we know nothing. I therefore hope you will be 
able to press Foster hard. He is not the man, nor Wessells either, 10 
fight you and me both at once. 

Very truly, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | Hpqrs. DEPT. VIRGINIA AND N. Caro.iina, 
No. —. Near Suffolk, Va., April 14, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. 8. G. French is temporarily assigned to the command of all 
the artillery serving with the forces on the Blackwater. It will be un- 
der his control and direction, and commanding officers will accord due 
observance of his orders and dispositions. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Longstreet: 

G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE CAPE FEAR, 
Wilmington, N. C., April 15, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. : 


Str: I beg leave, in the short lull afforded by the enemy, to urge my 
need of more heavy guns, especially the 8 or 10-inch columbiads and 
the Brooke rifle. The enemy, I think, now will either renew a desperate 
effort on Charleston, or, fearful of that place, try one they suppose to be 
weaker. If injury to us be an object they ought scarcely to attempt this 
place. You are aware of the inadequacy of our armament here, and that 
many guns intended for Wilmington have been diverted to meet what 
have been required as more pressing necessities elsewhere. Iam much 
in want now of at least two heavy rifles and four columbiads (8 or 10- 
inch), with their ammunition. 

Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General. 


APRIL 15, 1863—9.30 a. m. 
[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hinx:] 


GENERAL: My train has just arrived from the Pungo River. It 
brings up 65 barrels of corn and about 8,000 pounds of bacon. Of this 
lot 2,000 pounds came from Hyde. Japtain Swindell, who sent agents 
into Hyde, reports that most of the bacon remaining in that country is 
in the hands of persons who have taken the oath of allegiance, and they 
will not sell it unless it is impressed. I have ordered my train to go to 
Tranter’s Creek Bridge. You do not Say in your last dispatch how the 
surplus meat at Tranter’s Bridge is to be transported. Isuggested that 
it should be sent. to Greenville or Tarborou gh by steamboat from Boyd’s 
Landing. Please let me have definite instructions in this matter, as I 
do not think my train ean haul the meat in question should we have to 
move the wagon train all at once. I have no control over the steam- 
boat, and have therefore reported the above facts to you in order that 
you might give the necessary directions should you deem this mode of 
transportation preferable. I judge from the spirited reply the enemy 
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make to our fire that their ammunition has been replenished. Wehave 
had quite a heavy fall of rain. Whether it will endanger our bridges I 
am unable to say. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: R. B. GARNETT, 
: Brigadier- General. 


APRIL 15, 1863—7.25. 
[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hity:| 

’ GENERAL: Lieut. [James A.] Reid has just delivered your note. He 
reports the water very high on the route, and as we have had a very 
heavy fall of rain since his arrival I fear my artillery ammunition will 
all be wet in crossing the creeks. My infantry ammunition will have 
to be renewed at Tranter’s Creek. as I am sure that it is all spoiled by 
the violent rain-storm, the men having no tents or flies to protect against 
_the weather. My command will be in a very bad condition to march 
farther than Tranter’s Creek Bridge, as they will have to wade almost up 
to their waists and without rest. They have been on picket duty every 
other night for a long time. I will make every possible effort to join 

you, but you must make allowance for pitch darkness and deep streams 
to march through. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Rk. B. GARNETT, 

Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 15, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. 8S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, &e.: 

GENERAL: Your letter and its inclosure are received. I think that 
you had better reduce the charge of the big guns and try them. The 
full charge seems to burst them ail. I think that Major Henry had 
better be relieved by Capt. [R. M.] Stribling to-night. Cannot the par- 
apet at the battery where Major Henry is be so arranged as to protect 
the pieces from the fire on the opposite side and at the same time allow 
our pieces to play upon the gunboats? If it can be done I would like 
to have it. General Hood will give you such detail as you need to 
work. If you keep Captain Stribling’s battery you should send him 
the other that took; that is Bradford’s. He has but two on our 
right, and that seems the only point where the enemy will venture out. 
He has been out with strong lines of skirmishers there twice to-day. 
TI was called up there in consequence and could not therefore go over 
to see you. I ordered Captain Clarke to you this morning to examine 
and place batteries or breastworks wherever you thought best. Direct 
as you think best, and order him to call for such details as he needs in 
my name. 

Most respectfully, 


JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Ineutenant- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 15, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. D. H. HiLu, Commanding : ; . 
GENERAL: Information reaches me to-day that the enemy 1s landing 
on the Chowan, in Gates County, from your part of the country. I 
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wish you would keep, your Yankees to yourself; or if you find them 
pushing up here from New Berne you must send me some more troops. 
I hope that you will send me Garnett and Reilly as Soon as it can be 
done; and if you find other troops coming from New Berne you had 
better try and make some arrangement by which you can re-enforce me 
. further. ; - 
I remain, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Tam greatly in need of cavalry. Have but seven companies of’ 
Colonel Baker’s regiment. What can it be doing? General Whiting 
complains that he can get none and you say that it is worthless. I 
have been trying to get some ever since I have been in the department 
and think that I could make it very useful if I could ever get hold of it. 


APRIL 15 (oR 18), 1863—8.30 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL: 
. GENERAL: I received your note last night inclosing one from Brown 
and one from Whitford. If the dispatch mentioned by Brown was 
really sent to the commander of the expedition it was very kind of him . 
to communicate it; but what becomes of General Longstreet’s effort to 
keep the enemy in Suffolk if they thus march across his face? My 
opinion is what it was last night—concentrate. If you are going to 
fight in the rear of the road leading from Blount’s farm to the Swift 
Creck road I am opposed to exposing any one at the Blount’s Creek, for 
I should consider them sacrificed unless I stationed a regiment at the 
farm, and that would increase the dispersion of our forces, which already 
exceeds reasonable limits. I send you Captain McCrady’s dispatch, 
by which it appears that the same steamer ran down by both batteries 
this morning. So passes away the blockade. As somebody remarked 
this morning, with more truth than agreeability, ‘““The entertainment 
will now conclude with the laughable and amusing farce of ‘ Running 
the Blockade.’ Parents may send their children with the assurance 
that the exhibition is perfectly innocent.” It is a mystery to me that 
the one battery should not have seen her and the other should not have 
sunk her. 
Very respectfully, 
J. J. PETTIGREW, 
Brigadier- General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Suffolk, Va., April 15, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hit, 
Comdg. Dept. of North Carolina, near Washington, N. O.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 10th to the commanding general is 
received. I am directed to write as follows: 

We cannot afford to keep the large force that you have watching the 
garrison at Washington. It would seem that you could, by fortifying 
the positions that you hold around Washington, keen the garrison se- 
curely inside with 3,000 men. If you should order the two regiments 
that were at Hamilton in the place of Garnett’s brigade, and let them 
fortify, they could keep the garrison in on the north side. Pettigrew’s 
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brigade on the south side ought to be able to keep the enemy in on that 
side. Indeed, it seems that half of this brigade is enough on the south 
side. By such an arrangement you willhave treble the force of the garri- 
son. Garnett then could come here; Daniel go to Kinston, and Ransom 
to Wilmington. If you cannot effect such an arrangement the invest- 
ment had better be abandoned. If you prefer, it is suggested that the 
two regiments at Hamilton be sent to Wilmington; then Ransom’s 
brigade can remain where it is, and you will thus have Daniel and Petti- 
grew at Washington, which ought to be abundant. There can be no 
great force to succor Washington, and it must come from New Berne. 
If it comes from that point you can support by Daniel’s brigade and 
replace it by part of Ransom’s. 

Two of your letters reported the enemy evacuating New Berne. If 
this be done you will require little or no force at Kinston. A portion 
of the troops from North Carolina are reported landing in Gates County 
for Suffolk. It thus appears that the force that you are to contend 
against is being drawn in this direction. Send Garnett’s brigade and 
Reilly’s battery here as soon as possible, but endeavor to continue the 
siege. When the enemy had all his force in North Carolina you had no 
trouble in driving back his succoring force ; now that part of it is here 
you can surely keep back the little force that he may possibly be able 
to bring against you. ; 

It is suggested that excessive charges may account for the repeated 
disasters to your guns. If they were reduced it is thought that not so 
many would burst. 

The enemy is re-enforcing here from his reserves in Baltimore and 
other points. His accessions, however, are not believed to be large. 
Not a gun has been fired here at the enemy’s works. We have no am- 
munition to throw away in this manner. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


APRIL 15, 1863. 
Maj. [L. M.] SHUMAKER, 
Chief of Artillery: 

Withdraw the batteries and go into camp, and: do not attack the 
gunboats unless they move up; in that case attack them. I wish you 
to remain here to-night with the batteries. I go up to assist Major 
Henry. Keep a watch and let no boats pass down. 
S. G. FRENCH, 

Major-General. 


APRIL 16, 1863. 
[Maj. Gen. D. H. H1ILy:] 

GENERAL: I have had my courier line removed already. I applied 
for the boat to-day, but the captain said he was specially under your 
orders, and if he went up to Greenville he could not return without 
going a considerable distance above that town to get wood. I therefore 
concluded to try to move my stores with my own wagons. It will re- 
quire some two days to send the meat, meal, and corn I have at Pactolus 
to Greenville. I will leave Colonel Ferebee to defend Tranter’s Creek 
Bridge when I leave. The steamer is loading the flats with large guns. 
Two are already on board. This will prevent the boat from taking my 
men over, If what the captain says is correct the steamer will have to 
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run some distance above Greenville to get wood,-and will not be able 

to return until late to-morrow morning to Boyd’s Ferry, I should judge. 

Iam in great perplexity how to manage to get over before some time in 

the day to-morrow. I thought it would not be safe to leave the bridge 

_until I heard from you after Colonel Ferebee’s report of an advance of 

the enemy. Subsequent reports do not confirm an advance, though it 

is likely they will doso if they are re-enforced at Washington. Please 

let me hear from you as soon mei arn 7 

y fully, your obedient servan 
Rane poy ueroe. R. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier- General. 


APRIL 16, 1863—9.30. 
[Maj. Gen. D. H. HILi:] 

GENERAL: I have received your dispatch of this morning and will 
take the steps you desire. My men are very much worn out by con- 
stant picketing, and the wet and the somewhat long march of last night. 
It took my command until daylight to make it. I have a quantity of 
commissary stores and some corn. I will send these up by boat to Green- 
ville provided your orders do not conflict with this arrangement. The 
boat can take them up and return to-night or early to-morrow. Should 
there be any delay in removing my stores I will direct Colonel Ferebee 
to protect them. 

Very respectfully, 
R. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier-General. 


TRANTER’S CREEK BRIDGE, 
April 16, 1863—8.30 p. m. 
[Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL:] 

GENERAL: I have received your dispatch by Lieutenant Reid; also 
yours of 5.30 p.m. I shall withdraw to-morrow morning at daylight. 
Ihave directed Colonel Ferebee to remain here, and to take up the 
bridges at this point and at Gaines. L{ shall get off all my stores, except 
a quantity of corn that Iam having ground at Pactolus. I think Colonel 
I’. can hold the enemy long enough in check to have it ground and sent 
to Greenville. I sent Captain Reilly off this morning to Tarborough, 
according to your orders. Captain Bunting is still here, but I do not 
apprehend I shall require his services. I can get along better without 
the boat. The road to Boyd’s Ferry is impassable for wagons, and even 
couriers have a very‘hard time at night. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
R. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


TRANTER’S CREEK BRIDGE, 
April 16, 1863—12.10 p. m. 
[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hin1:] 
GENERAL: Colonel Ferebee has retired with his brigade to this point. 
Ile reports that he left his position near Washington between 8 and 9 
o'clock this morning; also that their cavalry and a body of infantry 
followed them some distance, The information is indefinite, but the 
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enemy nay advance upon me at this point. It would not do, I should 
think, to leave this position open. The destruction of the bridge would 


not detain the enemy long. I cannot depend upon the steamboat to take 


up my stores. She is loading at Boyd’s Ferry and I cannot tell what 
she will be able to transport. I shall try to get my stores up by wagons, 
but it will take some days to do so. The road to Boyd’s Ferry on this 


side is said to be exceedingly bad, impassable to wagons. The last rain 


has made it very much worse. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
h. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DAVIS’ BRIGADE, 
Before Suffolk, Va., April 16, 1863. 
Maj. GRAHAM DAVES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Mason: I respectfully request to know if my brigade belongs to the 
division commanded by Major-General French; and, if so, am I to con- 
tinue to receive orders and instructions from an intermediate commander, 
or from the major-general commanding ? 

I am, major, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH R. DAVIS. 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


{Indorsement. } 


Hp@kS. DEPARTMENT OF SOUTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 17, 1863. 

Respectfully forwarded to the lieutenant-general commanding. 

I apprehend there is no difficulty in this question. While I regard this 
brigade, of course, a part of my command as weli as General Jenkins’ 
brigade, yet, as I must be absent much of my time, the division must 
be under command of the senior officer present. 

S. G. FRENCH, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


SIGNAL OFFICE, 
: Richmond, Va., April 16, 1863. 
Maj. WILLIAM Norris, Chief Signal Corps: 

Sire: Pursuant to your orders I left Richmond on the 8th instant and 
proceeded to Day’s Neck, on the James, nearly opposite to the mouth 
of Warwick River, which place I reached on the 10th. On the 11th at 
night succeeded in crossing to Mallicote’s house on the opposite shore, 
about 4 miles from Newport News. Obtained but little information 


‘that night, but delivered the letters intrusted to me to a reliable per- 


son, who placed them in the Federal post-office at Fort Monroe. At- 
tempted to cross on Sunday night, but owing to the intense darkness, 
and having no compass or glasses, got lost, and after many hours’ hard 
labor at the oars found myself on the same side from which I started. 
Made another attempt the next night and ran over in full view of the 
blockading fleet, consisting of the Minnesota, an iron-clad of the Mon- 
itor model, and three or four small wooden gunboats. Obtained files of 
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papers to the 9th ultimo, and the subjoined note from a friend, dated 
the 13th instant: ae 


; has been great excitement here during the past few days owing to the action 
of seed at Willismsare and on the south side of the James River. On Satar- 
day night the long bridge across Hampton Creek was lined with sentinels, and so 
great was the fear that the rebels would make a descent that long piles of combusti-- 
bles were placed on the eastern end to facilitate its intended destruction if they came 
in sight. In consequence ofgdisasters present and likely soon to occur, military men 
exhibited great TSE EG and are unanimous in speaking most disparagingly of 
Uncle Sam’s prospects. General Dix is absent in New York, trying to persuade Goy- 
ernor Seymour to furnish him men enough to hold the Peninsula from Williamsburg 
down, which he admits his inability to do unless strongly re-enforced, and that right 
speedily. To conciliate the Governor he is using pleas of Democratic fellowship, &e. 5 
with what success has not yet transpired. Toster, in North Carolina, is in a most crit- 
ical condition; nor can one man be sent him, either from this point or from Suffolk. 


Atter reaching the south side on Tuesday morning a heavy cannonade | 
began, which continued until nightfall. The next morning I met a man 
who was acting as a guide the day of the firing, and he informed me 
that he had been almost entirely around Suffolk; that the Norfolk and 
Petersburg road was then in our possession, and two brigades were 
pushing rapidly on to the Seaboard and Roanoke road; that our light 
batteries were lining both banks of the Nansemond, and had sunk one 
gunboat and disabled two others. Rifled 32s were being brought up 
and a pontoon bridge thrown across to facilitate their passage. If his 
information is entirely reliable (and-I see no reason for doubting it) 
Suffolk is completely isolated. 

C. H. CAUSEY, 
Captain, C. S. Army. 


BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Williamsburg, Va., April 16, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. ARNOLD Buzey, Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: This is now Thursday morning; all is. quiet, and I shall 
begin to fall back at 3 o’clock this evening. This is the fifth day after 
our attack upen the enemy, and they have shown no disposition to 
advance. We have all the forage and provisions that can be obtained 
in the neighborhood and sent them behind us.@ About Saturday or 
Sunday next I expect to reach Diascund Bridge by falling back slowly 
and posting my cavalry close up to Williamsburg. I wish ‘you would 
Say by courier whether I shall leave the forces at Diascund as they 
were before my advance (Colonel Tabb’s command), or what number of 
forces I shall leave there, and also please say whethersI am to fall back 
to Chaffin’s farm with my force. I must beg of you to order forward 
Captain Doby’s company of cavalry immediately, the cavalry force here 
being very insufficient and inefficient, 

Very respectfully and truly, 
HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier- General. 


; ; HEADQUARTERS, 
Six Mile Ordinary, Va., April 16, 1863—6.30 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. ARNOLD Euzry, Commanding, de. : 


GENERAL : After getting all the forage and- provisions in Williams- 
burg and its immediate neighborkood J left Casey’s, 8 miles front Will- 


rn a 


mn 
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iamsburg, at 3.30 p.m. to-day and reached this place about 5 p.m. Be- 
fore I moved, Surgeon Wager, the enemy’s surgeon at the lunatic asylum, 
sent through Major Garrett a letter addressed to him by acting Briga- 
dier-General West, his commander at Fort Magruder, to withdraw from 
that institution and surrender it to the commander of the Confederate 


forces in and around Williamsburg. I ordered Major Garrett to make 


no reply to this notice; but I had anticipated some such ruse, and yes- 
terday had arranged with Talbot Sweeny, esq., the only State of Vir- 
ginia officer left with the asylum, to attend to and provide for its wants. 
I will also send to it Dr. Martin, a resident practicing physician of this 
county, to superintend its hygeia. It is pretty certain, too, the enemy 
have drawn in their lines, and the report is that they have informed the 
inhabitants that they consider the town itself surrendered. For two 
days they have made no demonstration and have not disturbed my forces 
in gathering all the plunder we could find and in moving out the inhab- 
itants and their effects. It is worthy of attention, too, that while ex- 
changing these communications under the flag of truce their officers 
were emphatic and even urgent in persuading my officers that Fort: 
Magruder is impregnable to any force short of 20,000 men. In other 
words, they are very desirous to get rid of our presence in their front. 
Another evidence of this is that they ran gunboats up both James and 
York Rivers yesterday and to-day. Indeed, this evening after we began 
to move two gunboats ran up York River as high as Mount Folly and 
shelled the shore. This was evidently intended to hurry our departure. 
I have therefore not moved back my cavalry pickets and main force of 
cavalry at all, but have halted here with my artillery and infantry to 
get more forage and to render further assistance to the citizens. I have 
placed a strong infantry guard on my right at Centreville, the Fifty- 
ninth between this and Centreville, the Twenty-sixth and J*ourth here 
with the artillery, and a strong infantry guard at Deneufville’s Store, . 
on the York River road, thus covering every road with strong flankers 
right and left. 

The day after to-morrow morning I will fall back farther and retire 
a portion of the command quite to Diascund, moving my cavalry far- 
ther back to supporting distance, and completing my return to Dias. 
cund by Sabbath at noon. I am thus obeying your instructions to fall 
back’ slowly, and particularly in order that you_may modify your in- 
structions according to your better judgment. We haye but few sick 
men. They stand the service admirably and behave well in all respects. 

Iam, general, very truly, your obedient servant, 


HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS F'RENCH’S COMMAND, 
No. 2. § April 16 (or 17), 1863. 
* * * * * * * 


Ill. The following artillery companies are assigned to duty in General 
Pickett’s division, and will report to Maj. James Dearing, chief of artil- 
lery: Macon’s battery, Stribling’s battery, Blount’s battery, Caskie’s 
battery. The artillery companies on duty with the division will draw 
rations and forage from their divisions respectively. 

IV. The following artillery companies are assigned to duty with Gen- 
eral Hood’s division, and will report to Major Henry, chief of artillery : 
Lane’s battery, Bachman’s battery, Garden’s battery. The artillery 
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companies on duty with the divisions will draw forage and rations from 
their divisions respectively. 
*  * * * OS * * 
By command of Maj. Gen. 8. G. French: 
: GRAHAM DAVES, > 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HeADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 17, 1863. 


Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Commanding, &e.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 13th has been received. Iam glad that 
you are steadily progressing in your operations. I wish I could give 
you any aid, but I feel every confidence that you will do all that can 
be done. 

I wrote to Richmond to ask assistance for you, from the Navy, if pos- 
sible. I have had no reply. Should you know of any assistance which 
could be given you had better writé direct to Richmond for it, and 
state that it is at my request. 

The enemy’s cavalry are again on our left. They presented them- 
celves Tuesday evening at Kelly’s Ford, Rappahannock Bridge, and 
Beverly’s Ford in large force. Their attempts to cross the river have 
been so far repulsed. Stuart thinks the movement is intended to cover 
‘a change of base or some other operation of the grand army. Nothing, 
however, has been ascertained. 

Yesterday three gunboats appeared in the Rappahannock below Port 

toyal, and are reported to be ascending the river. Their character, 
description, and intentions are not yet known. 
I am, very respectfully, and truly yours, 

R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Suffolk, Va., April 17, 1868. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of 
the 15th. I regret the necessity of sending troops from this department 
to South Carolina, and still think that we should have abundance of 
time for such re-enforcement after the enemy had really begun his attack. 
Wilmington is without a garrison, yet I think there is less need of one 
there than at any other point i the command. Ithink that it will not 
be attacked at all unless we shut up the troops there so that the enemy 
cannot get at us anywhere else. One regiment I think enough for its 
garrison, but have suggested to General Hill the propriety of sending 
two there. : 

Irom the reports in newspapers I fear that some anxiety may be felt 
for us at Suffolk. We have not fired again at the enemy’s stronghold 
nor do I expect to do so. Iam very well convinced that we could re- 
duce it in two or three days, but doubt if we ean afford to expend the 
powder and ball. To take it by assault would cost us 3,000 men. This 
would be less excusable than the other mode. There is but one other 
means—that of turning it. This cannot be done by the river in conse- 
quence of the gunboats in the river. On our right it could be done by 
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taking Norfolk, but we cannot hold Norfolk twenty-four hours without 

the aid of the Navy or heavier guns than we now have. I donot think 

that we should have much trouble getting both places with the aid of 
the Richmond. Suffolk would surely fall if the Richmond would only 
_ come down and anchor in the mouth of the Nansemond. The principal 

object of the expedition was to draw out supplies for our army. Ishall 
confine myself to this unless I find a fair opportunity for something 
more. The reports of bacon and corn are very favorable thus for. In 
some instances I have heard of bacon being bought at 124-cents per 
pound. General Hill is expecting the enemy’s force at Charleston to 
return to North Carolina and make their operations there. It looks to 
me more sensible for the enemy than South Carolina. 

T remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
LTieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 17, 1863—9 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, &c.: 


GENERAL: Your note of 7th is received. I regret to learn that 
Lieutenant Rogers is probably captured. I hope that we are more 
troublesome to the gunboats than they are to us. I think that you had 
better send the whole of Colonel Connally’s regiment down early in the 
morning. The long guns from Fort Powhatan will probably be ready 
the day after to-morrow. I have two cavalry companies below the 
Western Branch, which ought to keep off the Yankee pickets. Colonel 
Brown is at Smithfield; I will order him down to the Nansemoud. 

| Yours, respectfully, 
; JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tneutenant-General, Commanding. 


Hpqgrs. DEPARTMENT OF SOUTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Petersburg, Va., April 17, 1863. 
[Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH:] 

GENERAL: I inclose you a note* from Captain Milligan, to hand this 
morning, as I cannot attend to it here, and he is by this time nearer 
your present headquarters than these. I telegraphed Major Daves last 
‘ night that Colonel Brown’s entire command had left Fort Powhatan, 
probably for Smithfield, as Major Sorrel ordered six companies through 
Captain Riely to move at once with Dabney’s battery to that place. I 
telegraphed to Fort Powhatan yesterday to know if the four companies 
had moved, and learned there was no one there, when I went to see 
Captain Riely, who told me ’6f Major Sorrel’s order to him. I hope 
there is no mistake about this matter, and the four companies will reach 
Franklin in good time; but under the existing state of affairs I cannot 
feel myself responsible for any miscarriage of orders, as Colonel Brown’s 
command either is or is not under your iminediate command. No news 
here and but little doing u the hp y . 

Hoping for your safe and speedy return, I am, yours, sincerely, 
iit ae rane CHAS. D. MYIRS. 


P. S.—I sent you a New York Herald of the 15th instant on yester- 
day. 


“Not found. — 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Suffolk, Va., April 17, 1863—6.30 p. mi. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, ée.: " 
GENERAL: The commanding general desires me to say that you may 
use the North Carolina regiment (I’ifty-fifth) of General Davis’ brigade 
on the river for the protection of your batteries. I am just writing to 
Colonel Brown, and tell him, as I also did this morning, to send his four 
companies, if he has not already sent them, to Franklin by the nearest 
route. The balance of his regiment will be at Smithfield to-night. The- 
guns are beliind; he will wait for them there. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, 
G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 18, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Srr: An officer reported.to-day, bringing from Captain Pannill, pro- 
vost-marshal of Petersburg, six disloyal citizens of North Carolina, cap- 
tured by General D. H. Hill. The three younger ones will be assigned 
to the North Carolina regiments, as conscripts, by your order. I think 
it would be better, however, to send them somewhere into the interior 
of the country. They will be worth nothing as soldiers, and the facili- 
ties for desertion to the enemy are very great here. They will of course 
carry to the enemy all the information which they have obtained in 
North Carolina, Richmond, and elsewhere, and communicate any in- 
tended movement of this army of which they may chance to hear. 

There have already been frequent desertions from the North Carolina 
regiments, and the enemy claim that many have come to them. The 
three men who are over the conscript age I will send back by the train 
to-morrow, as they are evidently notincludedin your order. General Hill 
states that he will send the charges against these men to Petersburg. 
I would suggest that in order not to create any ill-feeling it might be 
better to iry them within the limits of the State from which they come. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ©. S. As, 
; Richmond, Va., April 18, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTRERT, 

Commanding, Ge. : 

GENERAL: I am gratified by the receipt of your letter of the 17th 
instant. The successful repulse of the enemy’s marine attack at Char- 
leston appears to have so deranged their plans and discouraged them 
that, in General Beauregard’s opinion, they are withdrawing as well a 
portion of their land forces as their iron-clads. He is in consequence 
returning the troops sent from Wilmington. I have telegraphed him 
in doing so to exchange Cooke’s brigade for Evans’, retaining the latter 
_and sending back the former. Fearing that, baffled at Charleston, the 
enemy might seek to retrieve his disaster by a sudden attack on Wil- 

mington, | have not ventured to Stop any troops moving from General 
Hill to re-enforce General Whitin S, until assured of the return of Cooke’s 
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_ brigade. When that is restored, any troops parted with by General 


Hill in the interim might, if in your judgment deemed safe, be restored 


to him. 


Your proceedings in regard to Suffolk are deemed judicious and fully 
approved. I concur in thinking the object not worth the sacrifice to be 
entailed by an attack. I regret not having been able to receive the co- 
operation of the Navy, but the President has not deemed it wise to open 
the obstructions without fuller information as to the effect on the remain. 
ing obstructions, and the consequence that might easue in case of sudden 
attack. The subject is still under investigation by the engineers, and 
their report is awaited before a final decision. If it be decided to send 
out the Richmond, you shall be promptly informed. Meantime it is not 


unlikely the enemy may pour in re-enforcements to Suffolk and give you 


some chance of action with them in the open field. They are greatly 
agitated and alarmed by reports of the operations of youself and General 
Hill. The main object of your expedition is, I am happy to believe, being 
fully accomplished. It will, however, be difficult for you to bring out 
with dispatch the subsistence supplies you can command. The transpor- 
tation we can afford is lamentably deficient. I would recommend the im- 
pressment of all wagons on both sides of the Blackwater, with their 
teams, to get the subsistence supplies to a safe point on this side. I 
need not, however, make suggestions on the subject, as doubtless your - 
own attention, with fuller information, has been engaged in securing the 
utmost dispatch and efficiency in this business. 
With high esteem, very truly, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN: VIRGINIA, 
' April 18, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JamES LONGSTREET, 
Commanding, &e. : 
GENERAL: Your provost-marshal in Petersburg (Mr. Pannill) te-day 
forwarded some disloyal North Carolina citizens as conscripts to this 
army, on a suggestion of General D. H. Hill, approved by yourself and 
the Secretary of War. The facilities for desertion are so great here that 
these men cannot be kept a week. They will be worth nothing as sol- 
diers and will convey all the information they can to the enemy. Will 
it not be better always to try disloyal citizens in their own State, in order 
to avoid jars and all ill-feeling? They had best be sent to the interior 
somewhere, as they will do us but little harm, uniess they can commu- 
nicate with the enemy. Three of these men I send back, as they are 
not of the conscript unas ; Batt : 
ry respectfully, your obedient servan 
Bay ot eine ui R. EB. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 18, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, &e. : 7) 
GENERAL: It is a question with me whether it is best to put the long 
guns in battery below Western Branch or above it. Please give me 


your views. 


sctfully 
Pee JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


1000 NORTH CAROLINA AND §. B. VIRGINIA. (Guar. XXX. 


HEADQUARTERS, “ 
Kinston, N. C. April 18, 1863—2.30 p. m. 
[Maj. Gen. D. H. HILu:] 

GENERAL: Nothing has happened since last night. The enemy hoid 
Core Creek and appear to be at work there. Their force would require 
all mine to dislodge them quickly and with success. The move was to 
cover a more general one this evening or to-morrow, or it may be a feint. 
As your courier told me you would be here this evening I shall delay 
any action until you arrive. It is not necessary to pass the regiment 
up. Ihave a telegram from Whiting which may be of importance to 
you, and has had weight in causing me to defer acting until you arrive. 


Very respectfully, A ee 
. R. 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE CAPE FEAR, 
Wilmington, N. O., April 18, 1863. 
Col. T. S. RuErt, Chief of Artillery, Richmond, Va.: 


COLONEL: Since the failure of the reconnaissance on Charleston I am 
inclined to think they may try this place. You know my armament, 
though much improved, is still greatly inadequate. I beg that you will 
do all in your power to increase my supply of 8 and 10 inch columbiads 
and heavy rifles as many as can possibly be sent me, for none will be 
superfluous at such a point as this. I should be much pleased if you 
would come down here and assure yourself both of the nature of the 
problem of defense here and the necessities I have. The heavy calls on 
the Department for other places have diverted many of the guns in- 
tended for me. I think we can now be supplied. I would not be so 
urgent were it practicable for me to obstruct the harbor entrances. That, 
however, may be regarded as out of the question, and hence we must 
obtain the most formidable concentration of fire possible. Both Forts 
Caswell and Fisher should have Brooke rifles in addition to columbiads. 
Ican make good use of ten or twelve 32-pounder iron bands, many of 
my 32-pounders being unbanded and therefore not reliable. Please 
when you send guns to send with them at least 100 rounds. 

Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General. 


APRIL 19, 1863. 
Maj. [L. M.] Saumaxker: 

I will have the matter of forage attended to. I hope you may suc- 
ceed in sinking those infernal gunboats that have shown no considera- 
tion for women or children. If you cripple one and can use the field 
batteries against her do so. I felt too ill from the medicine I took to 
come down this morning. Keep me advised. 

Yours, truly, 


S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 19, 1863. 
Major SHUMAKER: @ ake ; 


Let me know what is the result of the heavy cannonade now going on. 
1a \ © ye Ty i QT, 1 i | 
Show this to Colonel Connally and have him post his regiment to repel 
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any landing: of infantry against the batteries. They had better move 
down near the battery of Stribling’s. The countersign is “ Morgan” for 
to-night. E 

Yours, truly, 


S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS GARNETI’s BRIGADE, 
Near Greenville, N. C., April 19, 1863. 
[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hi1:] 


GENERAL: I shall move with all the haste possible, but no route was 
indicated, and I have to make inquiries about the best route, arrange 
about rations, &c. Iam ignorant of the country and where supplies - 
could be. obtained if I left with an insufficient quantity. My supply 
train was at Pactolus when I got your ordér, and that could only rejoin 
me late this afternoon. 

With many kind wishes for your success, 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


R. B. GARNETT, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 19, 1863, 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: The two guns from Powhatan have not yet arrived. Iam 
expecting to hear of their arrival at Smithfield every hour. I do not 
know if they had not better be placed near Smithfield, on the James, to 
prevent transports passing up, should the enemy take a notion to send 
troops from the Army of the Potomac. Turn the whole matter over in 
your mind and let me know what you think best. : 

Most respectfully, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
. Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 19, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, &c.: 


GENERAL: Your note and inclosure are received. Please let me 
know the result of the furious cannonade now going on as soon as you 
learn. Have you the regiment of infantry so placed as to support the 
batteries in time should the enemy attempt to land an infantry force 
against them? I have ordered more ammunition for the large guns. 

Most respectfully, ; 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Please order the gunners of Capt. [D. L.] Smoot’s [Alexandria Light 
Artillery, Va.] to fire with great deliberation and care. 
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| HEADQUARTERS, April 19, 1863. _ 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, Ge. : 
GENERAL: General Hood has moved a brigade down to where the 
battery was. It will be better not to move any more troops in the 
darkness. 


Most respectfully, JAMES LONGSTREET 


Try and ascertain as soon as possible the circumstances and:why the 
North Carolina regiment was not at the support of the battery. Your - 
note is received. I think that you had better hurry down. Robertson’s 
brigade is on the way via Norfleet’s house. General Hood can advise 
you of the route it took. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 19, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. 8. G. FRENCH, Commanding, €&c.: 

GENERAL: General Hood writes me that General Law sends him 
word that the enemy landed below the battery and charged it. I fear 
that our infantry has not been doing its duty properly. Please ascer- 
tain the facts in the case and apply the remedy. If it is true that the 
enemy is on this side he should be driven into the river. General Hood 
has ordered General Robertson’s brigade down. If you need it you had 
better send Davis’ brigade also and have the infantry so placed in 
future as to guard against any such contingency. I am fearful that 
some such attempt may be made at the other batteries. 

Most respectfully, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


‘ HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Suffolk, Va., April 19, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 


Str: From present appearances we shall be occupied some two weeks 
longer in drawing off the supplies from the counties east of the Chowan. 
If the Richmond would pass the obstructions she would be of great 
service by being in position to threaten any move that the enemy might 
be inclined to make toward my rear. If the enemy knew that she was 
outside of the obstructions he would not venture within her reach. I 
do not desire that she should move down the river.at all. 

i am somewhat apprehensive that if we should prove to be very 
troublesome here the enemy may move a considerable force from the 
Army of the Potomac in behind me. I have no great dread of any force 
that may come in my front, but a move on my flank may compel me to 
retire. I believe that we are doing very wellin drawing in supplies, but 
some difficulty exists in consequence of having too many purchasers in 
the field. The citizens at first agreed that 50 cents was enough for 
their bacon, but some agents of the Commissary-General have come over 
and are, I understand, giving $1. So we are obliged now to pay 75 
cents, and I suppose that it will advance to $1 in a few days. ‘ 

[ remain, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREERT, 
Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 

P. 8.—The enemy’s troops from the counties south of this are reported 

to have fled to Roanoke Island. 


= 
| 
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\ PETERSBURG, VA., April 19, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Comdg. Department of Virginia : 


; GENERAL : E received your order of the 15th instant to abandon the 
line of signals from Fort Powhatan to Smithfield, at Hog Island, on the 
16th instant at 2.30 p.m., and started at once for Ivor, where I found 
Captain Small had already preceded me. The work is'very heavy along 
the line of railroad in erecting stations. Added to that, our resources 
are limited, and the line is not as efficient as it could be made had we 
glasses. We ought to have two glasses at each intermediate station. 
AS it is now we have but one, and hard work to get them at that. My 
reconnaissance along the line of James River has been thorough and 
complete, and I think the line will be very serviceable when located to 
communicate to Smithfield should we keep a force there. I return in 
the morning to Ivor, and if the line is completed from there to General 
Longstreet’s headquarters I will at once proceed to again locate posts 
on the James River as far as Boykins’ old —— (Fort Boykins), just 
above the mouth of Pagan Creek and about 3 miles from Smithfield, 
which can be supplied by vedette, the woods and the character of the 
country generally precluding all possibility of running a line of signals 
direct to Smithfield unless we had undisputed possession of the river 
and the creek (by James River and Pagan Creek). 

I find Hog Island a delightful pasturage for 1,000 horses, the clover 
now upon it being ankle-deep; also herd-grass and timothy. Would 
it not be well enough to place a guard upon it and put our broken-down 
horses there to recuperate? All through Surry, Isle of Wight, Sussex, 
and Prince George where I have been is scarce of forage and high. 

Please send me written instructions what you desire me to do, and 
order me in detail what you desire should be done. The work of cut- 
ting out is very heavy, and I would most respectfully suggest that some 
company be ordered to report to me to act as guard to exposed posts 
and pioneers. 

Your obedient servant, 
J. F. MILLIGAN, 
Captain, Comdg. I. S. C. [Independent Signal Corps ?}. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 20, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. 8S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, cc. : 

GENERAL: Your note per courier is received just after daydawn. 
Have a careful examination of the enemy made and let me know his . 
dispositions as soon as possible. I shall be prepared to re-enforce you 
if the enemy is inclined to give battle below. 


Most respectfully, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 20, 1863. 
Major-General FrencH, Commanding, &e. : 
GENERAL: From what Captain Clarke says of the creek on your right 
it would be much easier to make a ford there than a bridge. Please 
have it examined and attended to as soon as possible. 


Yours, respectful 
Hos iin JAMES LONGSTREET, — 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


SA ce) SEM i =, Oe 
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HEADQUARTERS PETTIGREW’S BRIGADE, 
Hookerton, N. C., April 20, 1863—12 m. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HI“: 


GENERAL: Yours of 7 o’clock this morning is just received. <A half 
hour before I received a note from General Daniel, dated yesterday, con- 
taining the same information. As I hear nothing from him to-day I sup- 
pose the Yankees are not serious. J am 20-odd miles from Greenville. 
If I am to support Greenville and Kinston it is absolutely necessary that 
the depot commissaries at these two points should have enough to issue 
to troops arriving, for in this country it is utterly impossible to support 
troops while they are marching. Ihave just received a report that there 
is nothing at Kinston. The weather is very hard on troops on the 
march, and it is trying them too hard to add hunger to their other suf- 
ferings. I think that General Robertson should be ordered to establish 
the necessary courier lines. There must be maps of this country. I 
have some of the north of the Tar and south of the Neuse but none be- 
tween. Please order your engineer to have a copy made and sent to me. 

I received your letter about the Seventeenth [North Carolina] some 
time after it was written, but I was unable to learn their whereabouts 
until I received your note of this morning. Major Haskell having 
no orders I brought him and one battery with me; the remainder was 
left behind with Generals Daniel and Garnett. I have just ordered his 
battery back to General Daniel. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. J. PETTIGREW, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, N. C., April 20, 1863—6 a. m. 
[Maj. Gen. D. H. HIL:] 

GENERAL: Your note of yesterday is just received. I shall at once 
set to work to fortify Southwest Creek, as I presume you mean that 
stream. Batchelder’s Creek is only 10 miles from New Berne. The en- 
emy was quiet yesterday. Now that they find their move on the north 
side was fruitless I presume they will be for trying the old route. Mar- 
tin’s regiment and Moore’s battery arrived late yesterday. Shall I keep 


them here? I suppose they can be of as much service here as anywhere 
else. ¢ 


Yours, truly, 


R. RANSOM, Jr., 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Suffolk, Va., April 20, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENcH, Jommanding, &e. : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to communicate to you the desire of the 
commanding general that you forward with as little delay as practica- 


te a report of the affair yesterday, involving the capture of Stribling’s 
yattery. . 


1 am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


G. MOXLEY SORREL, * 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


iam 
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cif] HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., April 20, 1863. 
‘Hon. JAMES A. Seppon, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Sir: The circumstances developed in the late engagement between 
the monitors and batteries at Charleston have confirmed me in certain 
opinions treated in my report on the defenses of this place, especially 
as regards Fort Caswell. If you will refer to that report under the sec- 
tion treating of Fort Caswell and the lower harbor you will see that I 
strongly recommend as auxiliary to Fort Caswell the occupation of 
Smithville both by troops and guns to prevent, as there urged, the es- 
tablishent of the enemy in the harbor. I would modify this only to 
press the point still farther by recommending a powerful permanent 
battery at Smithville. This I am constructing, and I only write to the 
Departinent now to endeavor to obtain the most powerful guns for it. 
Glancing at the maps you will see the range of the proposed battery op- 
posite Battery Island, and that it would cover the channel there besides 
materially aiding Fort Caswell should the monitors endeavor to pass 
the fort and take position inside to act on the reverse of our defenses. 
I should want guns that would be formidable to iron-clads and which 
could render the anchorage unsafe for them. These should be Brooke 
guns—trifled 42s or 8 or 10 inch columbiads. In addition to the position 
at Smithville I shall occupy with a battery (see maps) a high bluff at 
the mouth of Price’s Creek. This would have a strong fire on the Nar- 
rows, a difficult passage in the channel shown by the shoal soundings 
on the map opposite Price’s Creek, besides controlling the anchorage 
above Smithville. Farther up the river, at the point immediately above 
Governor’s Creek, I would place another battery for action upon the 
eastern anchorage. These works, constructed of sand, I am sure would 
require land forces on the part of the enemy to reduce them and would. 
be of the utmost importance to us in the event of a forced entrance into 
the harbor. The only difficulty will be in procuring the guns. 

Recollect the problem of obstructions here is one very difficult of so- 
lution, if not impracticable, and our main reliance must be on our bat- 
teries. You know we have an armament here vastly less powerful than 
that.at Charleston. The place itself is little less important to us; is 
far more so than Sayannah or any unoccupied seaport. I hope I may be 
able to obtain at least eight or ten more powerful guns. Heretofore I 
have been driving at the strengthening of our outer works first. Those 
are still deficient in heavy guns, but are much stronger than they were. 

The importance of holding the outer harbor here is so very great that 
I must be excused for continuing to press this matter. It involves both 
Caswell and Fisher, all our importation of arms through this place, as 
well perhaps as the place itself, and nothing should be léft undone that 
can be done. 

Very respectfully, 
WE WHITING, 
Brigadier- General. 
[Indorsement. ] 


It is not possible to defend Wilmington with its present inadequate 
armament. I have reason to believe that forces are being withdrawn 
from Charleston to support Foster. Wilmington and the railroad will 
be the next Yankee move. 
’ D. H. HILL, 

Major-General. 


_ “Fi 
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BRIGADE Huapquarrers, 
Diascund Bridge, Va., April 20, 1863—2.30 p. m. 


Major-General ELZEY, Commanding, €e. : 


GENERAL: My infantry and artillery have reached here within this 
hour. I delayed to get long forage, which is very scarce in this see- 
tion, and have effected much good in assisting the citizens of Williams- 
burg in removing their persons and effects from the reach of the enemy. 
The Yankee rascals tried to throw the hospital on my hands to embar- 
rass and pump me as to my purpose of permanent occupation. I de- 
clined to have anything to do with it, and they retired their superin- 
tendent, nurses, &c. I then gave it up to the State civil authorities, 
who, by my counsel, obtained from them ten days’ provisions without 
compromising our dignity or claiming from them any protection. I will 
send to Governor Letcher, through you, copies of all the correspondence 
as soon as I return to Chaffin’s Bluff. You may assure the Governor ~ 
that the patients will not suffer, as I know they will take charge of the 
asylum again now that I have retired. I could not draw them out of 
their intrenchments. They made no move, and I left all quiet, though 
they were in the last two or three days considerably re-enforced. I 
bave picketed the cavalry in two lines—an inner and outer line, the 
latter running across from the Chickahominy to James River Church, 
below Centreville; thence to Centreville; thence to the Six Mile Ordi- 
nary, and to a fork in the Telegraph road. below; thence to the cross- 
roads at Deneufville’s store; thence to Austin’s store; thence to Albert 
Hankins’, on the York River; the inner line running from Bush’s Mill 
to Mrs. Piggott’s gate; thence to Garrett’s gate; thence to Richard- 
son’s lane, and thence to Mount Folly, on the York River. Established 
a depot for forage and Colonel Shingler’s headquarters at Hickory Neck 
Academy, extending the quarters thence to Burnt Ordinary and Olive 
Branch Church. 

Before I leave for Chaffin’s I will move the cavalry headquarters up 
to Barhamsville and draw in the pickets across from Albert Hankins’, 
on York River, west bank of Scimmino Creek, to Whitaker’s Mill, and 
thence across to Bush’s Mill and the Chickahominy. 

Rodgers’ cavalry have scarcely any men besides couriers for duty, 
from desertion to the enemy. They cannot be trusted for an y duty, 
and Doby’s and Hawley’s companies barely supply their places in num- 
ber, and the necessity for Hawley here leaves the Chickahominy with- 
out pickets on the Charles City side. I beg you to take the Holeombe 
Legion and Robertson’s battalion away and to restore to me my old 
regiment of cavalry, which I raised and mustered (the Tenth Virginia 
Cavalry), with one company (the James City Cavalry, belonging to the 
. Fifth Virginia Cavalry) added. Thugs could have good men, familiar 

with the paths of James City, York, Charles City, New Kent, and Hen- 
rico. ‘The present strangers to our roads need guides to every post. 
Ihave saved the records of York, Warwick, and Elizabeth City Coun- 
ties and forwarded them to you to be handed over to Governor Letcher 
for safe-keeping. It is important I should know how long I am to re- 
main here, as, if long, my men must send for changes of clothing. I 
await your orders, and am, very truly, your obedient servant, 


HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE, 
; Hookerton, April 20, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hitz: 

GENERAL: Not knowing what to do with Major Haskell I ordered 
him to accompany us. He bears this himself to receive your orders. 
In addition to my two batteries, he has another here and you have 
ordered Captain Moore’s. To command this battalion, it would be very 
agreeable to me if you would assign him tome. In thatevent Captain 
McCreery should be assigned to other duty, as his rank is inferior to 
some of the officers he commands. 

Would it not be proper for General Robertson to establish a line of 
couriers between this place and Kinston ? 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
J. J. PETTIGREW, 
Brigadier-General. 


CHARLESTON S. ©., April 20, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hin, Goldsborough, N. C.: 


No troops or iron-clads have left here to support Foster as yet. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., April 20, 1863. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Charleston: 

GENERAL: For the last four weeks I have been around Washington 
and New Berne with three objects in view: To harass the Yankees, to 
get out supplies from the low country, and to make a diversion in your 
favor. In the first two objects we succeeded admirably, whipping the 
enemy in every skirmish and fight. Washington was closely besieged 
for sixteen days, but they succeeded in getting two supply boats into 
town, furnishing about twenty days’ rations to the garrison. I then 
abandoned the siege. 

Thave failed to get information from New Berne for some days. The 
usual channel of communication is cut off, and Iam very much in the 
dark as to whatis goingon. My last information was that a brigade had 
gone up from Morehead City. This must have come from Charleston. 
I send Captain West specially to you to ascertain whether any troops 
have left your point. Iam inclined to think that the rascals have aban- 
doned all idea of attacking Charleston and that Wilmington will be 
their next move: Should this beso I hope that you will beable to give 
us back our North Carolina troops. We have now but four brigades in 
the State. I have rejoiced greatly at your success, and trust that you . 
may continue to enjoy the smiles of a protecting God. Our hope must 
be in Him. 

Yours, truly, 
D. H. HILL, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 20, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. D. H. HILt, 
Comdg. District of North Carolina, Goldsborough : 


GENERAL: I inclose you Major Kennedy’s report, and also letter from 
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Colonel Griffin, together with communication from Lieutenant Harvie, 
whom I sent down to inspect the courier line.* 

The conduct of Captain Nichols’ company on two different occasions 
has been disgraceful in the extreme, and I must either have authority 
to appoint competent officers to this and other companies in Griffin’s as 
well as Claiborne’s regiments, or the companies requiring them must be 
disbanded. It is not entirely the fault of the men, and I feel sure with 
proper commanders I would not again be subjected to the mortification 
and disgust occasioned by the misbehavior and cowardice of these men, 
who have been taught nothing by their officers unless it be to run from 
the enemy. The proceedings of boards of examination forwarded to 

Richmond have never been heard from and probably never will be. In 
such cases (I mean where officers are found incompetent and inefficient) 
please inform me what I must do when no action is taken by higher 
authority. 

Nichols has tendered his resignation and his other officers are incom- 
petent. Can I not appoint officers to this company? I should like to 
put Captain Wright in command of it at once. Situated as I am I 
should be permitted to act promptly when occasion requires, and I 
should like to be informed if you will sustain me in taking the steps 
necessary to place these two regiments in a state of efficiency without 
loss of time—without waiting to hear from the Department at Richmond. 
In ease all the officers of a company are worthless the power to appoint 
is admitted; but the action of the Department is first necessary as re- 
gards those reported incompetent. If nothing is ever heard from their 
decision surely no charge can be made according to the requirements 
of the Jaw. I send the small courier as requested. 

With the mounted men of the three disbanded companies I am form- 
ing a company of couriers as arranged. If upon examination they do 
not appear sufficiently intelligent I shall substitute it for one of Clai- 
borne’s more suitable for such duty. Unless you object I shall relieve 
Captain Pitt and order Colonel Griffin to take charge of that line as 
heretofore. Itis very important that Claiborne’s whole regiment should 
be disciplined. 

Owing to the scarcity of forage and the arrival of Pettigrew’s brigade 
I shall have to move in a few days. Where shall I go? As soon as I 
can straighten the command I now have here, finish with an examining 
board now in session, &c., I shall report to General Longstreet, as I 
presume Ferebee is on his way to Blackwater, although you did not 
tell me. : 

Please answer at your earliest convenience. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry. 


o 
WAR DEPARTMENT, ENGINEER BUREAU, CO. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., April 20, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report as suggested by 

His Excellency the President, and requested by youin a recent indorse- 

ment on a communication by the honorable Secretary of the Navy,t re- 


*Not found. +Of April 10, 1863, p. 976. 


; 


t 
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questing that an opening be made in the James River obstructions at 
Drewry’s Bluff for the passage of the C. 8. steamer Richmond. 

Col. WH. Stevens, chief of construction department of Northern 
Virginia, in a recent letter to this Bureau, after careful examination and 
consideration, expresses the opinion that a satistactory opening for the 
passage of vessels may be made in ten days. While this opinion as to 
time seems rather too sanguine, I think it clear, however, that the un- 
dertaking is not one necessarily requiring much delay for its realization. 

This opening can be so arranged as to be closed on short notice by 
sinking a vessel at its lower extremity and keeping ready at points higher 
up rafts for the same purpose. The barrier, however, will be neither 
so perfect nor so safe after as before the completion of the opening. 

I do not think it advisable to cut a canal through the low grounds on 
account of the treacherous nature of the soil. Such a canal, by the in- 
fluence of successive freshets, might enlarge to dangerous dimensions. 

In conclusion, considering the fact that there are two bars in James 
River between Drewry’s Bluff and City Point over which the Richmond 
can pass only in time of freshets, and further that her machinery and 
speed are so defective, I most respectfully but earnestly represent that 
it will be judicious to make an opening in the James River obstructions 
only when a second iron-clad is on the eve of completion. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. F. GILMER, 
Colonel of Engineers and Chief of Bureau. - 


| Indorsement. ] 


The view in relation to the propriety of waiting for an additional iron- 
clad vessel is concurred in. 
dv. Ds 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 21, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: I have just received a letter from General Longstreet, dated the 
20th instant, stating that the enemy crossed below Hill’s Point on the 
evening of the 19th; attacked and captured Stribling’s battery at that 
point operating against the gunboats. He again expresses a desire that 
the Richmond would only show herself in the James River, and thinks 
that alone would strengthen his left by 10,000 men. I do not know that 
anything can be done by the Navy and only express his wishes. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 21, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding: 


GENERAL: The commanding general desires to know what arrange- 
ments or dispositions you have made for watching the gunboats or 
other movements of the enemy on the river. If you have made none he 
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wishes you to take steps at once to have them carefully observed. The 
last report that we have from the river is that General Hood is in pos- 
session of the old fort. - 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, — 
G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 21, 1863. 
Maj. G. MoxLtEY SORREL, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

DEAR Sir: I am in receipt of your communication asking what ar- 
rangements or dispositions I have made for watching the gunboats or 
other movements of the enemy on the river. When the lieutenant- 
general commanding placed the artillery under my orders I found a 
battery in Henry’s work and another at Hill’s Point, and I placed the 
two heavy guns in a work which I caused to be erected. The general 
is aware that the guns at Hill’s Point were taken by the enemy, and 
that. Bradford’s guns were ordered by General Hood to be withdrawn 
last night, and that he ordered the heavy guns to Providence Church. 
The only infantry force that belonged to my command was the Fifty- 
fifth North Carolina Troops, which he ordered down there to support 
the batteries, and that has been ordered back to its brigade. I hada 
few sharpshooters down on the Western Branch of the Nansemond, 
but those I ordered back, thinking it unnecessary to keep such a small 
force on the left of General Hood, whose line extends to near by its 
mouth. When the general ordered the heavy guns to Providence 
Church I took it for granted he designed them for other service. Inas- 
much as the troops of General Hood extended to Hill’s Point I did not 
think the watching of the movements of the enemy devolved on me. 
I will thank the general to state what should be the number and char- 
acter of the forces he wishes me to send there, and if he wishes it done 
to-night, and I will order them at once. As I observed, General Hood’s 
ee extend to the mouth of the Western Branch of the Nansemond 

iver. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 21, 1863—11.15 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL: Your communication of this evening is received and will 
be fully considered to-morrow. Meantime the commanding general 
desires you to make some arrangements to-night to keep at least a look- 
out on the river to discover what may be going on. More extended and 
systematic dispositions may be effected to-morrow. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, - 
G. MOXLEY SORRIL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS FRENCH’s COMMAND, 
April 22—1 a, m. 
In accordance with the directions contained herein Brigadier-General 
Jenkins will dispatch a force of 25 men to take post near Riddick’s 
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farm, who will observe closely all movements of the enemy and give 
timely notice of the same. Two mounted men are sent to act as couriers. 
Please acknowledge and return this paper. 
By order of Major-General French: 
GRAHAM DAVES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., April 21, 1863. 


Brigadier-General WHITING, Wilmington, N. O.: 


Three thousand feet submarine wire will be sent you. By authority 
Secretary of War, Cooke’s brigade will be sent you in place of Evans’. 
Shall send Hall’s regiment soon. Please send back Evans’ regiments 


by the transportation. 
‘ G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


— 
we 
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GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., April 21, 1863. 


His Excellency ZEBULON B. VANCE; 
Governor of North Carolina: 

DEAR Sie: I think that infantry would be of little service in Moore 
County without the co-operation of cavalry. I wish to send 25 horse- 
men and 50 infantry. This is, however, a bad time to weaken my force. 
I learn that there are one hundred vessels now at Morehead City, and 
that troops are pouring in from Charleston. The Charleston expedition 
is abandoned, and Wilmington and the railroad are the next object of 
Yankee cupidity. 

General Longstreet wrote me to ask you to call out the militia. I do 
not know that any good could result from it except the exposure of the 
skulkers. The men staying at home now are consumers and not pro- 
ducers. They ought to be kicked into the ranks by some means. One 
of your stirring appeals would do good. Your scathing rebuke of de- 
serters and skulkers makes even cowards blush. I fear that the dis- 
content and demoralization of the troops have been mainly caused by 
unwise ebullition of temper on the part of our local press. Would to 
God that our editors could fight the common enemy and let their pri- 
vate quarrels Jie over. If conquered by the Yankees our doom will be 
the most miserable known in history. ‘There is no insult and no indig- 
nity which these infernal wretches will not inflict upon us. I earnestly 
hope that you will call out every able-bodied man in the State, but es- 
pecially that you will issue a proclamation in regard to deserters and 
skulkers. 


Yours, truly, Dy) Heo 
F . 4h, 


Major-General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Greenville, N. C., April 21, 1863—4 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, Commanding, Ge. : 

GENERAL: The force that came up on the Washington road yester- 
day will not exceed 300 or 400 men and two pieces. The force at the 
cross-roads evening before last was represented as being very large; a 
large number of ambulances and wagons. They retired last evening. 
I sent the cavalry down the road to look after them. I sent a small 
mounted force on the roads to Swift Creek. I have not yet heard from 
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the one that comes by Black Jack Church and into the Washington 
road at Tafts. From the upper road the captain reports that he saw 
Whitford, who was near the enemy as late as 2 o’clock m the morning. 
They were then in possession of Swift Creek and were cutting and 
working a good deal. Whitford represents this force at 4,000. Should 
they advance [ will make the main fight 3 miles from town, the best 
position this side of the Swift Creek road, but still much in favor of the 
enemy. General Pettigrew is at Adams’ Bridge. I will endeavor to 
keep you advised. 
Very respectfally, &c.,: 
JUNIUS DANIEL, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Greenville, N. C., April 21, 1863—5.30 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. J. J. PETTIGREW, Commanding, ce. : . 
GENERAL: There will be no necessity of your marching here to-night. 
I have not yet heard from the force I sent in the direction of Washing- 
ton, but they (the enemy) must still be near Washington, or I should 
have heard trom them. My information from Swift Creek is that they 
still occupy it and are at work upon something. In regard to attack- 
ing them I do not see how we can do so unless we attack the force at 
Swift Creek, or those at Washington should come out again. 
I will write you again when I get reports from below. 
Very respectfully, 
JUNIUS DANIEL, 
Brigadier- General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 5S. A., 
Richmond, April 22, 1863. 
General G, T. BEAUREGARD, Charleston, 8S. C.: 

Gerieral [ill telegraphs that New Berne has been strongly re-enforced 
from Charleston; that heavy force is marching on Kinston, and that he 
needs help. General Whiting confirms the transfer of troops and gun- 
boats to New Berne. Render all the aid you safely can. 

J. A. SEDDON. 
Secretary of War. 


CHARLESTON, April 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILu, Goldsborough : 
_ Send you Cooke’s brigade, although much needed, enemy being still 
in force at Port Reyal and North Edisto; his six monitors in latter 
bay. 
' Ane G. T. BEAUREGARD. 
[Same to Brigadier-General Whiting. | 


CHARLESTON, 8. ©., April 22, 1863. 
Brig. Gen, W. H. C. Wuirina, Wilmington, N. C.: 

Hvans returns immediately to Wilmington. Soon as enemy’s fleet 
shall leave Port Royal and North Hdisto will send you another brigade 
besides Cooke’s, 

G. T, BEAUREGARD, 
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CHARLESTON, 8. C., April 22, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. 8. WALKER, Pocotaligo, 8. C.: 


Cooke’s brigade must return to Wilmington soon as possible. Regi- 
ment will be sent you from Savannah. Use transportation to send on 
Cooke’s troops. Answer. , . 

THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., April 22, 1863. 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. : 


Have already ordered Cooke’s brigade to report to General Whiting ; 
Evans to remain in North Carolina until further orders. I will hold 
Clingman’s ready to move so soon as I can ascertain what enemy’s 
forces intend doing here. ‘ 

G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


ADAMS’ BRIDGE, April 22, 1863—6.30 a, m. 
Major-General HILL: _ 


GENERAL: Your special courier has just arrived with your dispatch 
of 9.30 p. m., 21st instant. 

I have already sent a dispatch to you at Kinston announcing that I 
am going to Hookerton, there to await orders. But I shall now proceed 
from that pomt to Kinston by the direct road, whatever that may be. 

I have forwarded your previous dispatches to me to General Daniel, 
so I suppose he knows what to do. Jl have given him no instructions 
from myself. 

Yours, very truly, 
J. J. PETTIGREW 
Brigadier-General. 


You know I am ignorant of the topography around Kinston. Please 
have a guide and a map for me if I am to go into position. 


: Gum Swamp, N.C., April 22, 1863. 
_ [Maj. Gen. D. H. HiL1:] 


GENERAL: Capt. [B.] Lane has just returned from the reconnaissance 
on which he went early this morning. He went to within half a mile 
of Core Creek and sent a lieutenant ([M.] Lee) and 3 men over the 
creek, who went half a mile beyond the creek, to the late encampment 
ofthe enemy. It appears like the encampment of abrigade. They lett 
this morning before day. An old family near that place say there was 
4,000 or 5,000. Nothing has been done lately to the railroad bridge, 
but it can easily be prepared for use, being only about 25 feet long. 
The track was destroyed by being overturned, the sills still adhering 
to the rails, and you will at once see that it can be rendered fit for use 
by simply turning the superstructure back to its original position, which 
can be done rapidly when sufficient force can be brought to bear. The 
enemy have righted up the track for about 3 miles this side of the creek. 
The track has been upturned in the manner described from a point 
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about 15 miles beyond this. Thence upward the sills or cross-ties have 
been burned and the iron bent, and it will require time to reconstruct 
the track. ag 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


WM. J. CLARKE, 
Colonel [Twenty-fourth North Carolina Troops], Comdg. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Suffolk, Va., April 22, 1863. 
Hon. JAmms A. SEppoN, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 
18th. Ifthe enemy has abandoned the intention of reducing Charleston 
it would be well to have all the troops sent from North Carolina returned 
as Soon as practicable, and indeed some of those comprising the regular 
garrisons. Generals Clingman’s and Evans’ brigades could be placed 
at Wilmington and General Cooke’s at Goldsborough. 

We were so unfortunate as to meet with a serious disaster on the 
18th in losing Captain Stribling’s battery, 55 of his men, and 70 of 
General Law’s brigade. The enemy succeeded in making a complete 
surprise by moving down the river with one of his gunboats until he 
got nearly under the fire of the battery, as though it was the intention 
_ to run by the battery, then he opened fire upon our fort at or upon 
Hills Point from gunboats and land batteries as though his desire was 
to draw our attention from the gunboat which seemed to be trying to 
get by our battery. Under this fire and the seeming desire of the boat 
to pass the enemy landed probably 200 or 300 men in the vicinity of 
our fort and captured it by complete surprise. I have not made any 
report of the facts before this because I had hoped to have General 
French’s report of the facts officially. It has been so long delayed, 
however, that I have thought it proper to mention this much that you 
may be apprised of the facts so far as they have come to light. As 
well as I can judge at present the misfortune is due to the entire want 
of vigilance on the part of the troops in the fort. The fort is on the 
Nansemond, just above the mouth of Western Branch. The 70 in- 
fantrymen were, I understand, sharpshooters selected for the service. 
A regiment (about 700 strong) had been stationed by General French in 
supporting distance of the battery, but no call was made upon it for aid. 
One of our scouts just from Fort Monroe reports the enemy re-enforcing 
him to a considerable extent, and that the enemy’s intention now is to 
effect a surprise by landing the Army of the Potomac on both sides of 
the James above us. His late successful dash at our battery and the 
limited. time for which he holds many of his soldiers may induce him to 
attempt some extraordinary movements. Please keep me advised of 
any important information that you may receive. 

I remain, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LON GSTRERT, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Since writing this letter I have received dispatches from Generals 
Hilland Whiting reporting the arrival at Beaufort, N. C., of the enemy’s 
forces and fleet from Charleston. I hope that General Beauregard may 
be ordered to re-enforce General Hill sufficiently to enable him to resist 
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the advance of the enemy in North Carolina. I do not apprehend any 
immediate move against Wilmington, but the enemy may attempt to 
break up our line of railroad. 
Most respectfully, J. i, 
[Indorsements.] 
} APRIL 25, 1863, 

Respectfully submitted to the President for information. 

General Beauregard is returning the troops sent from North Carolina, 
In presence of General Hill’s force I do not apprehend any serious move- 
ment of the enemy toward our railroad. They will probably be content 
to hold their fortified places. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary. 


: _ APRIL 30, 1863. 
Respectfully returned by the President to the honorable Secretary of 


War. 
G. W. C. LEE, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


NEAR SUFFOLK, VA., April 22, 1863. . 
(Received at Richmond, Va., April 23, 1863.) 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 

Dispatches from Generals Hill and Whiting report the expedition 
against Charleston abandoned by the enemy and that the army and the 
fleet have arrived at Beaufort, N.C. May Lask that General Beauregard 
be ordered to return to North Carofina the troops that came from there 
last winter? Please acknowledge receipt of this. ; 


Respectfully 
: JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS FRENCH’S DIVISION, 
April 22, 1863. 
Maj. G. MoxLEY SORREL, 
Adjutant-General, Dept. of North Carolinaand Virginia: 
Magsor: In accordance with instructions from the lieutenant-general 
commanding a detachment from one of the companies of the Fifty-fifth 
North Carolina Troops was sent last night to do picket duty near Hill’s 
Point. It is respectfully suggested that these men be relieved, inasmuch 
as they went off hurriedly late at night and took no rations. 
I am, major, very respectfully, &c., 
S. G. FRENCH, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. Frenou, Commanding, ce. : 
GENERAL: I have notified General Hood of the detachment of the 
Fifty-fifth North Carolina Troops doing duty on the river and asked 


him to relieve it. 


Very respectfully, yours 
eat < , G. MOXLEY SORREL, 


_ Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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pic Wak DEPARTMENT, ©. 8S. A., 
Richmond, Va., April 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hint, Goldsborough, N. 0. : 

I have telegraphed General Beauregard to send you all the aid he 
can safely spare. We can spare none here or at Petersburg. You have 
doubtless informed General Longstreet. 

J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Suffolk, Va., April 22, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, €e.: . 

GENERAL: In reply to your letter of the 21st the lieutenant-general 
commanding directs me to say that he desires to know what sharp- 
‘shooters you had on the Western Branch which you ordered in, inas- 
much as you state that you had no infantry other than the Fifty- 
fifth North Carolina in your command. He ordered the heavy guns 
back to Providence Church during the oceupation of the left bank of 
the river by the enemy, and while the men of that battery were occu- 
pied in bringing off the ammunition that had been left behind in their 
hasty withdrawal from their position on the river. The battery at Fort . 
Henry was withdrawn during the night of the 20th to prevent a chance 
of a surprise. The enemy retired from this side of the river yesterday, 
and the lientenant-general commanding expects that you will resume 
the responsibilities of the river batteries and their protection, if it is 
agreeable to you; otherwise he expects you to advise him that he may 
‘Inake other arrangements. 

The commanding general is somewhat surprised at your idea of the 
heavy guns being intended for other service because they were ordered 
to Providence Church, inasmuch as there was no ammunition for either 
of the guns when they were ordered back. In assi gning to you the charge 
of the artillery, and particularly the river defenses, the commanding 
general had every confidence in your ability to select positions for bat- 
teries and to assign proper infantry Supports for their protection. He 
has not given himself any anxiety upon the subject further than to in- 
sist upon your taking to the support of the batteries the whole of the 
Fifty-fifth North Carolina Regiment instead of only the three companies 
proposed by you. In your note of the evening of the 19th you reported 
to the commanding general that you had three companies of this regi- 
ment in the old fort. This seems to have been a mistake. The com- 
manding general expects you to make sueh arran gements as you deem 
necessary to secure the river from another surprise, and to have such 
batteries placed upon it as may be required to prevent the passage of 
gunboats. He will be glad to offer Suggestions upon any particular 
points on which you may have doubts. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

5s G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 22, 1863. 
Maj. G. MoxLEy Sorret, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


DEAR Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of this morning. The 
sharpshooters referred to were 25 men detailed from General Jenkins’ 
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brigade. By the general commanding placing the artillery under my 
charge I cannot admit that I was charged particularly with the river 
defenses. That embraces what was being performed by other troops 
than mine. In answer to the general’s kind inquiry if it will be agree- 
able to me to resume the responsibilities of the river batteries and 
their protection, I reply it will not be. General J. B. Hood’s command 
on the left extends far down the river to Hill’s Point, and as the work- 
Ing parties, tools, and the main protection must come from him, while 
my command is about 9 miles distant, there will be a want of unity of 
action. If the brigades of Generals Jenkins and Davis were on the left 
I would take charge of the batteries with pleasure and the defense of 
the river. 
Yours, very respectfully, 
S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, OC. 8. A., 
: hichmond, April 22, 1863. 
General R. HE. LEE, Fredericksburg, Va.: 

General Hill telegraphs that large re-enforcements have been brought 
by the enemy from Charleston to New Berne; that they are marching 
in force on Kinston, and that he needs help. I have telegraphed Gen- 
eral Beauregard to send all he can safely spare. 

Reliable information is just received that on Sunday night last eleven 
large transports with troops landed at Yorktown, each believed to con- 
tain not less than 750 men. A good deal of field artillery also landed 
at Yorktown. Seventeen large transports likewise passed the York 
River on the way to Fortress Monroe or Norfolk. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., April 23, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, Wilmington, N. C.: 
Cannot now spare heavy guns from here. Six monitors are still in 


North Edisto. Savannah also loudly calls for some heavy guns. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


“ CHARLESTON, 8. C., April 23, 1863—9.30 p. m. 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War, hichmond, Va.: 
Am informed four heavy Whitworth guns have arrived at Wilming- 


ton on Merrimac. Cannot two be sent here?’ They are much needed. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. C., April 23, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, 
Commanding, &c., Goldsborough, N. C.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 20th instant, through Captain West, 
has been received. I thank you for your timely move on Washington, 
and regret much the circumstances which prevented the capture of Ios- 
ter’s forces. I hope you will still bé able to do so before long. 
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t able to tell precisely what has become of all Hunter’s 
ect ih ee, but it is robable a part has been sent to re-enforce 
Foster. I have in consequence ordered Cooke’s brigade to report at 
once to Whiting and General Evans’ brigade to remain in North Caro- 
lina until further orders. Clingman’s will be sent also as soon as it may 
be absolutely required and I can ascertain more positively that Hunter 
has weakened himself too much to be dangerous to this place or Savan- 
nah. You may rely that I will afford you and Whiting all the assistance 
in my power, for the enemy must not be allowed any success within the 
reach of our available ros elie 2 ee a 

ishing amy ood lue remain, } 3 i 

Wishing you ample g cca 5 BAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 


HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF SOUTHERN VIRGINIA, | 
7 April 23, 1863. 
General M. JENKINS, Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: I shall assume the immediate command of the division 
composed of your brigade and that of General Davis. Will you please 
let your assistant adjutant-general give to Major Daves, assistant adju- 
tant-general, the names of the regiments now on picket duty? The 
details will hereafter be made by Major Daves. My chief commissary 
could not leave Petersburg, and the same commissary will have to act 
for the command. Maj. [John B.] Morey, chief quartermaster, will take 
prompt measures to forward all necessary supplies. 

Yours, very truly, 
S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 23, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, 

Commanding, &e., Petersburg, Va.: 


GENERAL: There is great need of more cavalry in this army. Our 
cavalry has been reduced by hard and long service, and the enemy’s 
recently has been very much increased. They have drawn from Mary- 
land the cavalry which has been Serving on the left bank of the Potomac, 
in the interior, and the counties on the Rastern Shore, in addition to the 
re-enforcements they have received from the North. They now have 
six brigades, formed into three divisions, composing a corps, under Gen- 
eral Stoneman, and in recent operations on the Rappahannock General 
Stuart reports that they ride over him by sheer force of numbers. It 
therefore has become necessary to strengthen that arm of the service, 
and I desire to know whether there is not more cavalry in North Caro- 
lina than you require. There are two North Carolina regiments of cav- 
alry in this army, and if I could get three more I could form a North 
Carolitia brigade. Can you spare three regiments or a brigade, or what 
can you“spare? Please let mé know at your earliest convenience, or 
order such regiments forward as you can spare. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


. 
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. STATE OF NorTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, N. C., April 23, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hitt, 

Commanding, Goldsborough, N. 0.: 


_ GENERAL: Ycurs of yesterday is justreceived. In view of the alarm- 
ing information it conveys of this probable invasion of the State, I will 
not press for the troops to be sent to Moore County at present. I will 
at once issue an appeal to the people to send in the deserters and ab- 
sentees and do everything I can to bring up every man to his post. I 
do not think, general, that the militia ought to be called out, for various 
_ reasons: Their help would be little, their consumption of rations great, 
and beyond any sort of doubt their removal now from their crops would 
be followed by the most disastrous consequences. If you think it.neces- 
sary when the enemy’s movement is fully developed I will call out the 
militia officers, of whom there are some 2,000 or 3,000, which will be a 
larger number, I fear, than we can arm and make available. I can bring 
them to Raleigh at once by an order. I earnestly hope, however, that 
such a thing will not be necessary. In accordance with a previous 
request, | have’addressed a note to the city editors, urging them to 
avoid exciting any panic among the people and to be cautious not to 
speak of the movements of troops, &c. 
Very respectfully, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Chaffir’s Farm, Va., April 23, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. ARNOLD ELzEy, Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: Yesterday morning I issued all the necessary orders, as 
you instructed me, and moved back all the forces which I took down 
' from this place. They will reach here this morning, or some time to- 
day, as the weather permits. We left all quiet, the enemy making no 
demonstration, and still re-enforcing and fortifying at Fort Magruder. 
I placed the headquarters of the cavalry at Barhamsville, as better for 
them in all respects than Diascund, having shorter transportation of 
forage and a closer eye on the Pamunkey and York Rivers. I ordered 
Hawley’s company back to its position on the Lower Chickahominy, 
below Diascund Creek. The pickets are arranged in inner and outer 
lines, with infantry scouts all in and about Williamsburg. 

And now, general, again I urgently appeal to you to send to the Fifty- 
ninth and Forty-sixth Regiments their companies, detailed for police duty 
at Richmond. The two of the Fifty-ninth and five of the Forty-sixth are 
absolutely required on the Peninsula, if we are to protect the people in 
making crops this year. They are near Richmond, and produce there 
is most convenient to the city. We can maintain no forces down below 
without making there something to eat, and that object is more im- 
portant than the police of Richmond. Will the city battalion never be 
organized ? 

Lam confident thatif the iron-clad boat (the Richmond) was sent down 
the river it would yet make General Longstreet’s attempt a success. 


Very respectfully, yours, truly, 
HENRY A. WISH, 


Brigadier-General. 


Petia a 
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SPECIAL ORDERS ADJT. AND INSPECTOR GENERALS OFFICE 

INO. 89. Richmond, Va., April 23, 1863. 

* * * * * * * 
XXII. The defenses at Drewry’s Bluff and Manchester will be in- 
cluded in the Department of Richmond, under the command of Major- 
General Elzey. 
* * * * * * SS 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


TRANTER’S BrinaGeE, N. C., 
April 24, 1863—3 p. m. 
GENERAL: Grey Ligget is near Washington. I will send for him 
forthwith. Forty men will be sent with Captain Graham’s battery as 
directed. Colonel Griftin’s pickets arein that direction. I ean rely, how- 
ever,onmyownmen. Capts.[J.B.] Cherry and [William] Sharp, whom 
I sent to the vicinity of Plymouth, are in. They report, on what they 
regard as reliable authority, that there are 5,000 Yankees in Plymouth 
and expecting an attack from us. They are fortifying the place. The 
force in Washington two days since numbered 8,000; they were the same 
that caine up the right bank of the river. Two thousand of them re- 
turned yesterday for New Berne with wagons on the transports. This 
information is from Mr. J. Randall, just from W. But why the wagons 
on transports? T inclose you General Potter’s order, which please for- 
ward to Maj. Gen. D. H. Mill. A large number of persons in consequence 
of this order have left town and are now on the hill near Mrs. Ellerdee 
with their effects, and suffering greatly. Would it not be well to send a 
flag of truce, protest against the rascally conduet, and ask leave to remove 
the suffering women and children? I learn they are in great distress. I 
can rebuild the Tranter’s Creek Bridge if you wish it, and will furnish - 
transportation for the plank, which are 5 miles off. I would be glad to | 
learn your wish on the subject. I send, as you requested, the names of 
the men who captured the deserter for you: Corpl. W. A. Allen, Alfred 
Redfern, Stephen Myers, John Edwards, E. R. Simons, and W. H. 
Bogegan. 
Iam, general, most truly, your obedient servant, 
D. D. FEREBER, 


Colonel. Fifty-ninth North Carolina Troops. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 24, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL: I hope that you will try and have the battery at the right 
fixed to-night, if possiblé, and the bridge across the run at your right 
flank fixed to-morrow, if it is not already done. It is important that 
these things should be attended to promptly. Have your artillery har- 
nessed and hitched by daylight in the morning. The battery on the 
railroad should be arranged at once, else the enemy may move out and 
erect a battery that would sweep along the railroad embankment. 

Most respectfully, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 


Caution your front line to be particularly on the alert in the morning. 


j 
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HEADQUARTERS, April 24, 1863—4 p. m. 
_ Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENcH, Commanding Division: 
GENERAL: The commanding general directs that you have the bat- 
teries on your line hitched up at once. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


General Pickett reports that the enemy have opened heavily on his 
front with artillery, with strong infantry support. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 24, 1863—5 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding Division: 


GENERAL: The commanding general directs that you get your troops 
under arms as soon as you can. 
Very respectfully, 

G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL PICKETT’Ss HEADQUARTERS, 
April 24, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, Ge. : 

GENERAL: The effort of the enemy this evening proves to have been 
nothing more than a strong reconnaissance. It is all over now and your 
troops may return to their bivouacs. The commanding general directs 
you to have everything ready early in the morning and your batteries 
hitched up. 

Respectfully, yours, 
G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


The commanding general desires you to order Bradford’s battery to 
report to Major Dearing at General Law’s headquarters early to-morrow 
morning. 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., April 25, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hii, Kinston, N. C.: 
Scouts are mistaken. Five monitors are in Waisto and one at Port 
Royal. Only one supposed gone North disabled. Some troops are still 
on Folly Island, Edisto, and Port Royal. Probably some gone to North 


Carolina. 
oy G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 25, 1863, 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, ée. : 


GENERAL: Capt. [Thomas J.] Goree thinks that he saw distinctly 
new works about 600 yards in rear of the old line of works and near the 
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tents. Did your examination extend as far back as this? If you have 
time you had better have a minute examination made to-night and let 
us know. ane 
Most respectfu 
2 fe JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE CAPE FEAR, 
Wilmington, N. C., April 25, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. -D. H. Ht, 
Commanding, de., Goldsborough : 

GENERAL: Yours of the 23d received. General Cooke and his troops 
are arriving, but General Beauregard has received General Evans in 
his stead, so I have only made an exchange, but am a gainer by the 
swap. Beauregard says the enemy are still in force in his front, but 
that the moment I am menaced he will aid me. I do not think a land 
attack can be made upon me here with you in position at Kinston. I 
should of course require more troops thar I have now, but should ex- 
pect them from Beauregard. In the mean time we are daily growing 
stronger as against a sea attack. 

The Merrimac, Charleston, Margaret, and Jessie all came in day 
before yesterday. We had quite a spirited engagement over the two 
former. As you expected, my 30-pounder Parrott burst in the engage- 
ment. The Merrimac brings me three splendid Blakely guns, 8-inch 
rifled 130-pounders. Two of them are for this place, one gone to Mis- 
sissippi. I shall place one at Caswell and one at Fisher. I have three 
10-inch columbiads at Caswell. 

I wrote you about torpedoes. I have only a few here, hardly enough 
for the obstructions. You had better apply to Rains, chief of Conscript 
Bureau. I think there are any number of them in Richmond. 

Tnclosed please find a letter from my scout,* which may give you some 
intelligence. 

As to telegraph, use the cipher for important words. I have both 
the War Department cipher and Beauregard’s. 

Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier-General. 


a 


Kinston, N. C., April 26, 1863. 
Maj. J. N. WHITFORD, Swift Creek Village: 

DEAR Sir: I learn that my scout Kinsly has lost the confidence of 
the Yankees and that George Smith is suspected. It seems, then, a dif- 
ficult task to put Foster on a wrong scent again. B.and ©. tellme that 
our deserters are also suspected, and that the last two sent down are 
in irons. I wish, therefore, to arrange a plan with you for chasing the 
deserters and firing upon them until you run them into their lines. 
This would relieve all suspicions and enable me to stuff Foster to my 
heart’s content. Come up to-morrow or next day and we will arrange 
the plan. . 

I was at Core Creek, on the Dover road, on Friday. The mills are not . 
destroyed as reported. I wish you to have the scouts arrested wh 


* Not found, 7 
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gave the false report. We must have true information, and the care- 
less and sensational scout deserves punishment. General Ransom is un- 
well and may be detained here four or five days, but I would prefer you 
to come to-morrow. I think that you can break up the negro nest on 
Goose Creek Island. I will draw Foster off towards Plymouth while 
you are operating there. 

The Big Pine tories must be cut off, but I fear a fight with them lest 
you kill some of my spies among them. Could you not manage through 
Smith to give them notice in a quiet way to get off somewhere. You 
can’t be too cautious inthismatter. Suspicion might be excited and the 
_ whole thing prove a failure. 

Send F. Riggs down to-morrow, and let me have a full report from 
that section by the 1st of May at farthest. 

I cannot too emphatically caution you that your men must not trust 
to the report of others, but must see with their own eyes everything 
they report. 

The accounts of the Yankee treatment of Spinola amuse me very 
much. He made his escape in good time, however, and deserves credit 
for his foot-race if not for his fight. 

If you cannot come up to-morrow send up Lieutenant Barrington or 
Lieutenant Whitford, now I believe a captain. 

The note of mine found at Hill’s Point was not important, at least I 
think not. 

Respectfully, 


De HVEILE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Suffolk, Va., April 26, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. ARNOLD ELZEY, 
Commanding Department of Richmond, Va.: 


GENERAL: Thecommanding general desires you to cause the wharves 
and landing places on your side of the river wherever the enemy might 
effect a landing to be burnt or otherwise destroyed. Please direct their 
destruction to be thorough and complete. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 
Richmond, April 27, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: Your letter of the 25th instant, inclosing a letter from General 
Whiting, has been received, and in reply I inclose herewith copy of my — 
letter to General Whiting on the subject to which he refers in his letter 
to you. ‘ 

General Whiting’s letter is herewith returned. 

T am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, S. R. MALLORY, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


% ibe i a , eg 
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Navy DEPARTMENT, C.8. A., 
Richmond, April 25, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WH1TIna, C. 8. A, 
Commander-in-Chief, Wilmington, N. C.: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 21st instant has been received. Know- 
ing your want of heavy guns I would have sent you the Raleigh’s bat- 
tery before had it been ready. But two of the guns designed for her 
are anywhere near ready. They will be sent with ammunition and 
equipments in a few days. They are two 11,000 pound double-banded 
Brooke 6.4 guns, whose penetration, as shown by our iron targets, equal 
that of the 7-inch. Their bolts weigh 90 pounds. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; S. R. MALLORY, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, April 21, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A, SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond : 

Sir: Please to ask the Secretary of the Navy if he will lend me the 
armament of the Raleigh, especially the Brooke rifles, until she is ready 
to use them. She will not be ready for at least three months, and during 
that time I may be attacked and those guns would be of incalculable 
service in the defense. 

Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 27, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL: I received last night a dispatch from Maj. [William] Nor- 
ris, chief of signal corps in Richmond, stating that a special scout to 
Washington City had returned Saturday night. After giving the 
strength of General Hooker’s army, which he had put down very heavy 
(between 150,000 and 160,000), and that he had been re-enforced from 
Baltimore, Washington, Alexandria, and Harper’s Ferry, he says that 
10,000 or 12,000 men had been sent to Suffolk which were not taken 
from Hooker’s army. Although I think his statement very much ex- 
aggerated, yet all accounts agree that Hooker has been re-enforced, and 
that troops from the rear have been brought forward to the Rappahan- 
nock. ‘This looks as if he intended to make an aggressive movement, 
but by what route I cannot ascertain. 

A dispatch from Stuart, of the 26th, received last night, states that 
Stoneman is in force in the neighborhood of Warrenton; that a brigade 
of infantry is guarding the Rappahannock Bridge and the fords each 
side; that the trains are running regularly on the Orange and Alex- 
andria Railroad to Bealeton, but that he does not learn they bring up 
any troops. 

1 am glad to learn by your letter received yesterday by special cou-— 
rier that you are getting everything out of North Carolina as rapidly 
as possible. Can you give me any idea when your operations will be 
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completed and whether any of the troops you have in North Carolina 
can be spared from there? As regards your aggressive movement 
upon Suffolk, you must act according to your good judgment. Ifa 
damaging blow could be struck there or elsewhere of course it would 
be advantageous ; but if the place was taken I doubt whether we could 
Spare a garrison to hold it, and storming of his works might cost us 
very dear. ; 
I am, very respectfully, yours, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


P.S.—Is not the Eighth Corps, which you mention in your front, 
Keyes’, from Yorktown? 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Suffolk, Va., April 27, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: If the reports of officers of the quartermaster’s and subsistence 
departments are to be relied upon, it will require a month to haul out 
the supplies of this portion of the country. If it is desirable that we 
should remain for that purpose the Richmond would be of great assist- 
ance to us; it would at least secure Richmond City against any sudden 
move of the enemy and protect my left. Unless a part of this force is 
necessary on the Rappahannock it would probably be well for us to 
hold our line as it now is instead of giving up the country back to the 
Blackwater again. I learned yesterday that there are a number of guns 
in the old river forts that were abandoned by us when this country was 
givenup. Ihave sent Captain Clarke (engineers) down to examine the 
old works and guns and report their condition. I presume that many 
of these guns may be made useful if we can have carriages made for 
them. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
~ Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 27, 1863—1 p. m. 


Lieutenant-General LONGSTREET, 
Commanding, ce. : 


GENERAL: I started this morning at 8 a.m., and, with Generals Jen- 
kins and Davis, have walked the margin of Spikes’ Run from where the 
right of my line strikes the run to where General Garnett is defending 
the ford, on the old Somerton road. The distance is over three-quar- 
ters of a mile, and the ran, while it is an obstacle, is no barrier to in- 
fantry. It can be crossed at any point throughout its length between 
those points by infantry. There are several log crossings 1n the inter- 
val. I have your note, and will have an examination made with a view 
to have a ford for artillery. I mention the condition of Spikes’ Run 
that it may be duly considered as a part of the general line. 


Very trul 
inet S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
65 R R—VOL XVII 


1026 _ NORTH CAROLINA AND S. BE. VIRGINIA. —_ [Cuav. XXX. 
HEADQUARTERS, | 
Near Suffolk, Va., April 27, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. 8S. G. FrenNon, Commanding, ke. : 

GENERAL: The commanding general desires you to cause the earth 
in front of the rifle-pits on your line to be so increased in thickness as 
to enable it to resist the fire of artillery. He also wishes you to cause 
the interval between your works and the brush or abatis in front to be 
filled up with the same kind of brush or abatis, the whole when com- 
pleted to cover 60 or 70 yards in front of the works. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
‘G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


STATE oF NoRTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, N. 0., April 27, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Seoretary of War, Richmond, Va. : 

Str: I received a message from you by Judge Ruffin in regard to 
supplies for the army and desiring to know if I could not turn over to 
the Confederacy the stores on hand belonging to the State. It affords 
me great pleasure to assure you that the crisis in regard to provisions 
in this State has passed over, and the conviction is now firm in all minds 
that there is not only enough but tospare. The passage of the impress- 
ment act and the near approach of a harvest, which promises to be 
abundant, have brought to light many hoards that the fear of famine | 
kept out of the market. The call for aid to the army has met with a 
liberal response from our generous people, and I trust all fears may be 
dismissed. The quantity of provisions on hand was not large belong- 
ing to North Carolina. They: were purchased under authority of an act 
of our Legislature to prevent suffering in the families of soldiers and 
consequent disquiet and desertion inthe army. The demand has been 
much less than I expected, and in a few weeks I shall be able to see 
what can be dispensed with. I hope to be able to turn over some 
250,000 pounds of bacon and some corn to the Confederacy, precisely 
how much I cannot now say. The purchases of ‘Government agents 
can also be increased when the State and most of the private individ- 
uals cease to be in the market. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


! 


TUESDAY NicguHt, April 28, 1863. 
(Received May 1, 1863.) 
[Maj. WILLIAM NORRIS :] 

_The enemy on the Peninsula have not been re-enforced by a man 
since I last reported (April 22). There is only a camp guard at New- 
port News; three companies of the Third New York on garrison duty 
at the fortress, and Robertson’s battalion (six companies) at Camp 
Hamilton ; Keyes, with one brigade (and that a small one) and a few 
cavalry, is at Yorktown and Fort Magruder. I have positive informa: 
tion that rations are regularly drawn for 40,000 men at Suffolk. Beef- 
cattle are butchered at Newport News and the meat sent direct to Suf- 
folk. Dix has called for 10,600 more men. This information was thus 
obtained: A friend of ours was at the fort and saw the post commis- 
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sary of subsistence of Newport News, who informed him that he sent 
40,000 rations of beef. Great fear is manifested because of the rumored 
coming of our gunboats. All Government material at N ewport News 
& ready to be moved at a moments warning. The usual fleet is in the 
iver. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. H. CAUSEY, 
Captain, C. 8S. Army. 


, HooKERTON, N. C., April 28, 1863—9 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hii: 


GENERAL: Yours of 6.15 p. m. is just received. I will be ready, but 
Tam very doubtful of their coming to Goldsborough if they say they 
are coming; though if this be a demonstration, and they have sent their 
re-enforcements back from Washington, I know not where the real at- 
tack can be. Unless General Longstreet has more hope of doing some- 
thing at Suffolk than I have, I wish him back on the railroads. I hope 
the commissary will be ready for us at Kinston when we come, for the 
commissariat question is my great bother. ~> 

Yours, very truly, 
J. J. PETTIGREW, 
Brigadier- General. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, NORTH CAROLINA, 
Raleigh, April 28, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Srr: From the best information to be obtained it seems now pretty 
certain that the enemy has abandoned further attempts upon Charles- 
ton and will direct his attention principally to the invasion of North 
Carolina during this season. I desire to say that coast of North Caro- 
lina is very poorly defended indeed. The Roanoke, the Tar, and the 
Neuse, embracing the richest corn-growing region of the State, upon 
which the army of General Lee has been subsisting for months, have no 
heavy artillery for their defense. The attack on Washington recently 
failed through the defect of artillery and the very alarming inferiority 
of the ammunition. I very much fear that region will not be planted, 
so disheartening is the prospect of defense. One-fifth of the care taken 
in rendering Charleston impregnable would be well bestowed in strength- 
ening the defenses of Wilmington, which are now confessedly weak. It 
is a point equally important in a military view in every respect, and 
calls as loudly for the protection of the Government, and yet nearly all 
the heavy guns of the Confederacy seem to have been sent to Charles- 
ton, and other points are left to take the chances. An attack upon Wil- 
mington by half of the number of iron-clads which assaulted Charleston 
would be equivalent to the capture of the city. Can nothing be done to 

_ strengthen that point? 

From Roanoke Island to the late siege of Washington the history of 
the war has been a succession of calamities in North Carolina which none 
but the ungenerous and untruthful can charge to a want of bravery and 
»atient endurance on the part of her people. I shall not pretend to say 
that our defense is intentionally neglected, but that it is very poorly 
provided for is a fact too patent to deny, and that it can be better pro- 
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vided for I hope is true, from the fact, which I am assured is true; that 
every Sea-port in our possession is stronger than Wilmington. It is 
discouraging to know this when we consider what North Carolina has 
done for the cause in men and means. We certainly ought to fare no 
worse than our sisters. tt : 

Tam again called on by General Hill to call out the militia. Consider- 
ing that our white male population is already taken to the age of forty; 
that nearly twenty of our richest counties have been stripped of their 
slaves; that over 1,500 are yet at-work on the fortifications, it seems a 
physical impossibility to prevent a famine should all the balance of our 
labor be abstracted from the farms in the middle of the planting season, 
yet I could call them out with less reluctance, and put raw plowmen to 
contend with iron-clad ships of war with less regret, if I were honestly 
convinced that everything possible to do had been done, and that such 
a course was unavoidable. What the resources of the Ordnance De- 
partment. are of course I donot know. But may I hope that now that 
the attack upon Charleston is over, the defenses of Wilmington and 
navigable rivers of the State will receive the earnest attention of the 
War Department, and the requisitions of the generals in command will 
meet with every possible fulfillment? Permit me to assure you in the 
candor which I usually employ in addressing you, that an earnest and 
vigorous effort to defend these exposed points would work a most happy 
effect in the dissatisfied public mind of the people. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


RICHMOND, VA., April 29, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. Frencu, Petersburg, Va.: 


GENERAL: The Secretary of War directs that you send here all the 
available forces at your command in and around Petersburg with the 
least delay practicable. In order not to interrupt railroad transporta- 
tion this force will move by marching. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


RICHMOND, VA., April 29, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. H1x1, sa : peat 
Commanding, &e., Goldsborough, N. C.: 


any . , . . . 
“eee The following telegram has just been received from Gen- 
eral Lee: : 


ans ey ie poseine ne Deep Run, about the same place as before. The fog 
las heen so thick during the night and mornine that we ec 3€ ; s 
Taken with the reports ‘received fro if itt it hae Tike aboneete eee 
where his main effort wall be aed om ee eft, it aoe like a general advance; but 
V he s main effort w ade cannot say. roops 7 
FO eae he yal in ee Say roops not wanted south of James 

rer hs tte moved in this direction and all other necessary preparations 
made, 

R. E. LER. 


This renders it important that such forces as you deem judicious 
should be concentrated at Richmond, to be in supporting distance. 
General Lee may telegraph you. In absence of instructions from him 
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make such arrangements with above view as your judgment shall dic- 
tate. A like dispatch has been sent to Lieutenant-General Longstreet. 
_ Lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[APRIL 29, 1863.] 
[General LONGSTREET:] 


The following dispatch has just been received from General Lee: 


FREDERICKSBURG, Va., April 29, 1863. 
The enemy is in large force on north bank of Rappahannock, opposite the railroad, 
at Hamilton’s Crossing. He is crossing troops below the point at which he crossed in 
December, and extends lower down the river. I have discovered nothing lower than 
the mouth of Massaponax Creek. He is certainly crossing in large force here, and it 
looks as if he was in earnest. I hear of no other point at which he is crossing, except 
below Kelly’s Ford, where General Howard has crossed with his division, said to be 
14,000, six pieces of artillery, and some cavalry. Stoneman will probably cross about 
the Warrenton Springs, and I fear will make for Gordonsville and may destroy our 
roads. J have nothing to oppose to all that force up there except the two brigades 
of cavalry under General Stuart. All available troops had better be sent forward as 

rapidly as possible by rail and otherwise. 
R. E. LEE. 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


RiIcHMoND, VA., April 29, 1863. 
General LONGSTREET, 
Franklin, Va., near Blackwater : 

I have sent dispatch to you by messenger more in detail. Be pre- - 
pared to move your command in accordance with that dispatch with the 
least practicable delay. 

S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., April 29, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General LONGSTREET : 
The following telegram just received since the one already communi- 
cated to you: 


If any troops can be sent by rail to Gordonsville under a good officer I recommend it. 
Longstreet’s division, if available, had better come to me, and the troops for Gordons- 
ville and the protection of the railroad from Richmond and North Carolina if practi- 
cable. General Howard, of the enemy’s forces, making toward Gordonsville, has six 
batteries with him. Please order the forwarding of supplies. 

The Secretary, in view of the above, directs the return of your com- 
mand, or at least such portions of it as can be spared without serious 
risk; also any surplus force that can be spared from General D. H. 
Hill. Rhett?’s command has been sent to Gordonsville. These move- 
ments are required to be made with the utmost dispatch. 


Respectfully, &e. 
a Seat S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, 
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Kinston, N: C., April 29, 1863. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Charleston, 8. C.: ; ae 
GENERAL: I see it stated in the: New York papers that Hunter had 
but 7,000 men who could be spared to co-operate with Du Pont. How 
true this is I do not know, but all the papers concur in the statement 
the land force was small... I have force enough here, if concentrated, to 
fight Foster successfully, but the troops are necessarily scattered over 
near 100 miles. With the Neuse, Tar, Roanoke, and Chowan running 
nearly up to the railroad, it is an easy matter for the Yankees to make 
raids into the richest agricultural portion of North Carolina and of the 
South and carry off hundreds of negroes and destroy an incalculable 
amount of property. It is impossible to protect the farmers’ interests 
of this fertile region without a division of force and consequent weak- 
ness. I learn from General Whiting that Evans’ brigade has gone back 
to Charleston, and the object of this is to ask if you could send me 
Clingman’s brigade. If the attack should be renewed at Charleston I 
could return it rapidly, as I would encamp it on the railroad at Magno- 
lia Depot. General Longstreet has got all my cavalry worth a sou, and 
a sudden cavalry raid on the railroad might be successful in destroying 
the bridges and trestle-work below Magnolia. 
With great respect, 
D. H. HILL, 
Major-General. 


Kinston, N. C., April 29, 1863. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Charleston, S. C.: 

GENERAL: I send you report of a trustworthy scout. Iam satisfied 
that I’oster has applied for and is getting back the twenty regiments 
furnished to Hunter. This will give him a force more than double of 
mine, and troops, too, which have seen more service. The Yankees have 
shown unusual boldness lately, and this with them always indicates the 
presence of a large force. Yesterday my outposts were pushed back to 
within 5 miles of this place and they are near me in heavy force. I 
cannot bring my three brigades to this point lest a sudden movement 
be made from Washington on Greenville and Tarborough. I am very 
. desirous to get Clingman’s brigade at Wilmington, that Cooke might 
be on the railroad. Clingman’s troops have been much demoralized and 
I learn can only be trusted behind earthworks. ‘I have no idea that the 
Yankees under Hunter will make a land advance. Foster, however, is 
bold, but ambitious and fanatical. I have obtained a copy of a letter 
from him to Dix last winter (December), in which he proposes to destroy 
the railroad at Kinston and march upon Wilmington. The defeat of 
Burnside arrested that pretty little plan. I hope that you can send me 
Clingman’s brigade. 

With great respect, 
D. H. HILL, 
Major-General. 
[nclosure.] 


R SWANSBOROUGH, N. O., April 2’ 
Maj. JAMES H. Huu: ewes, 
Mason: The highest estimate that any one in whom I can rely has 
made of the number of troops sent up to New Berne is 5,000. Of the 
number of vessels I have been unable to learn anything further than has 
been already dispatched you. Through a scout of General Ransom’s I 
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learned that on Saturday at 3 p. m. Heckman’s brigade passed down 
the road through Shepherdsville, as the scout believed, to Beaufort, but 
I have learned from another source that their destination was more prob- 
ably Carolina City. The enemy, I ath informed, are fortifying at or near 
that point on Newport River, extending to the Sound, a distance of 4 
miles. For this. purpose they have deen pressing the negroes. This 
movement of Heckman’s brigade was sent to General Ransom last Sat- 
urday night at 2a.m. I would have sent it immediately to you, but 
knowing that it would reach you almost as soon by that route as by this 
I concluded to await news from my usual source, by which I would get 
something more, or at least confirmatory. In this I was in part disap- 
pointed. The conductor did not visit the road himself, but through him 
from anotber man, who saw the cars pass, said that they were loaded 
with troops from New Berne. With this dispatch you will find the Bx- 
press of the 14th instant, a very interesting paper. - 
Please send me a half quire of paper and a pack of envelopes. 
Very respectfully, yours, Wc., 
Rk. J. SHARP. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 29, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HI11, ; 
Commanding North Carolina Department : 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 26th is received. JI am somewhat re- 
lieved to find you are not threatened with anything immediate from the 
enemy. They always move slowly, and must do so in North Carolina, 
where they have no railroad for their transportation. I hope that all 
the troops sent to South Carolina will soon be returned to you. Idoubt, 
though, if the enemy intends any decided move in North Carolina or 
here. The enemy will try any dodge or trick, however, which gives any 
promise of success. Re-enforcements have been sent here (to Suffolk) 
but I am not satisfied as to the extent. J am of the opinion, however, 
that I can hold my position against any attack from the front. We 
shail be here at least two weeks longer hauling out supplies. I expect 
you to keep General T’oster’s forces off of me and I shall consider my- 

-self quite safe. There are no other forces to accumulate against me. 
We have recovered some twenty-odd siege-guns that were left near here 
when we gave up this county last year, which I hope that we may be 
able to send you as soon as we can get carriages for them. This is all 
that I can promise you in artillery. 1 can get nothing in Richmond, or 
little at best. If you cannot keep General Ioster’s forces oft of me you 
must be prepared to join us with part of your force in case General 
Foster should move in this direction from North Carolina. Have your 
scouts out and keep yourself well advised of the enemy’s movements. 
We are in telegraphic communication with you now via Petersburg. . 
I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Ricumonp, Va., April 30, 1863. 
General G. T, BEAUREGARD, Charleston, S. C.: 
Send a full brigade immediately to North Carolina to report to Gen- 


ill, 
ee S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General 
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Ricumonp, VA., April 30, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. D. H. Hix, Kinston, N. O.: 
Send a brigade immediately to this place; Ransom’s preferred, if no 
loss of time is involved. 
S. COOPER, 


* Adjutant and Inspector General. 


. RicomonD, VA., April 30, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, Suffolk, Va.: 
Move without delay with your command to this place to effect a junc- 
tion with General Lee. . 
S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and.Inspector General. 


——_—. 


4 SUFFOLK, VA., April 30, 1863. 
General 8S. CoorEr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 

GENERAL: You can send General Wise’s bri gade to Gordonsville and 
telegraph General D. H. Hill for a brigade and replace it, and General 
Beauregard for Clingman’s brigade for General Hill. 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hitz: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 27th is received. The battery on the 
Chowan will hardly be needed, as the probabilities are that this com- 
mand will soon be moved to the Rappahannock. If this is done one of 
the brigades in North Carolina will be needed here to hold the line of 
the Blackwater. But I presume that Generals Evans and Clingman 
will return to you before the brigade is called for. IT very much doubt 
the policy of holding all the points of your line or of attempting to do 


against either, I should think your better arrangement. The greater the 
number of points that the enemy holds the better, inasmuch as he in- 
creases his line and diminishes the number of available troops. When 
the enemy does advance I think that it would be well to let him get 
well out from his base before giving him battle. Then, if you can geta 
strong position behind him, you will force him to attack you and will be 
almost certain to destroy him. I regret that you have ordered so much 
of the cavalry here. I only wanted one regiment and called particu- 
larly for Colonel Claiborne’s, because I thought it was in such a condi- 
tion as to be of little use to you, and could scout the counties south of 
this and at the same time help to consume forage that we might not be 
able to haul off. I desire that you recall all the cavalry that you have 
ordered except one regiment. If my troops are recalled to the Rappa- 
hannock I expect to return with them; but no move will be made for 
several days yet. 
I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 
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’ ; ‘ RALEIGH, N. C., April 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D.. H. Hint, : 
. Comdg. Dept. of North Carolina, Goldsborough, N. C. : 

GENERAL: I received to-day your letter of the 28th instant. You are 
right in saying I would not like the command of the defenses of the 
Roanoke, including Hamilton and Weldon. While this is true, I prefer 
it to my present position and will gladly take it rather than remain here. 
Please give the order at once. I beg, however, that you will not con- 
sider this as giving up any chances may have for some more important 
position, and should another be offered you must not consider me change- 
able if I take it. I hope you will give me the two regiments now in the 
State not belonging to brigades—the Seventeenth and Forty-second. 
The Fifty-fifth North Carolina, now near Suffolk, has never been regu- 
larly brigaded. General Longstreet might be willing to send that back 
to the State. Leventhorpe’s regiment has been recently attached to 
Pettigrew’s brigade and Faison’s Fifty-sixth more recently to Ransom’s. 
All of them have never been under my command. Ido not now know 
a position that would be agreeable to me, and can therefore make no 
suggestions. I am, however, much obliged to you for the kind offer 
to do what you can to accommodate me. 

Very truly, yours, 
J. G. MARTIN, 


HEADQUARTERS, April 30, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. 8S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, de. : 

GENERAL: General Hood reports that the enemy is again attempting 
a landing on this side the river near the old fort. The commanding 
general desires you to have your troops in readiness to move to the point 
threatened. 

Very respectfully, 
G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS FRENCH’S DIVISION, 
April 30, 1863. 
In accordance with the within information, General Jenkins will hold 
his brigade in readiness to move at a moment’s warning. 
By order of Brigadier-General French : 


GRAHAM DAVES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Please return this. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Suffolk, Va., April 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. S..G. FRENCH, Commanding, &e.: 
GENERAL: I am directed to ask that you will relieve to-night the 
pickets of General Anderson’s brigade by a portion of Brig. Gen. J. R. 


Davis’ command. a Re eke ant 
am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servatr 
Se aa a at yO MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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a > Hpgrs. Depr. oF 8. C., GA., AND FLA., 
BNE oo oe Charleston, S. C., April 30, 1863. 
* * # * ie * * : 
. Brigadier-General Clingman is relieved from duty in this de- 
catia Sad will report with his brigade to Brigadier-General Whiting, 
at Wilmington, N.C. The commanding general parts with this fine bri- 
gade with the hope that in losing it from his command the good of the 
service will be subserved and an opportunity afforded for distinction and 
substantial service against the enemy of the Confederate States. 
* * * 


1 of General Beauregard : 
By command 0 en. g JNO. M. OTEY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


RicumMonD, May 1, 1863. 
General R. E. LEE, Fredericksburg, Va.: 

Orders were sent on Wednesday to General Longstreet to move for- 
ward his command to re-enforce you. He replied he would do so imme- 
diately, but expected to be a little delayed in gathering up his transpor- 
tation train to prevent its falling into the hands of the enemy, then in 
sight. General D. H. Hill, at Kinston, was also directed to send for- 
ward a brigade (Ransom’s), and from his reply it may be expected here 
to-night, when it will be immediately pushed forward. You have already 
been informed by the President of the 1,400 troops sent from here to 
Gordonsville. I do not look for the arrival of Longstreet’s command 
here before to-morrow evening, on account of difficulty in collecting his 
train, which may be employed in collecting subsistence in the counties 
in North Carolina (East), 

: S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector- General. 


RICHMOND, May 1, 1863. 
General Rk. HE. LEE, Fredericksburg :. 


The following dispatch has just been received from General Hill: 


Kinston, May 1, 1863. 


Two strong regiments have left in train for Petersburg; remainder of Pettigrew’s 


brigade will start when trains can be gotten, Could not disabled soldiers take the _ 


place of the negligent operators on the line? Your telegram of yesterday reached me 
9a, m, to-day. 


D. H. HILL.. 


S. COOPER, ‘ 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


RicHMOND, VA., May 1, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen, JAMES LONGSTREET, 


Near Suffolk, Va. : 

Since my dispatch to you last night I have received your letter of 30th. 
The order sent you was to secure all possible dispatch without incurring 
Joss of train or unnecessary hazard of troops. 

; 8S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, 
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gigs oa ; May 1, [1863.] 
General BEAUREGARD, Charleston : 


Please send Clingman. Enemy have crossed Rappahannock. Fight- 


ing commenced. 
W. H. C. WHITING. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE CAPE FEAR, 
Wilmington, May 1, 1863. 
Mr. J. H. FLANNER, Present: 

Sir: The affair of the steamer Lizzie is entirely in the hands of the 
War Department and has been ever since her arrival in this port, at 
which time I stated the circumstances of the steamer, the objections to _ 
her being permitted to leave, which in my opinion are very strong, and 
the necessity, in both a military and naval point of view, which I con- 


_ ceived to exist for her remaining in the river for Government service, 


concluding with the statement that I shouid not permit her to leave 
without the orders of the Department. ‘To this letter I have received no 
reply, nor to subsequent letters, nor to my telegraph sent previous to 
your own application. To the latter I fully expected you would have 
before this received an answer. I will, however, telegraph again to-day, 
requesting an immediate reply. 

I do not know that any distinction should be made between a native 
and a foreign owner when the latter may be either an enemy or belong- 
ing to a nation which does not choose to recognize us and whose Gov- 
ernment has prohibited the business*in which she is engaged; if any, 
perhaps in favor of the native. Iam sorry if the owners have suffered 
in common with many others from some of the inconveniences of a state 
of war. But with reference to this trade which this vessel and others 
are engaged in, I must say that I have advised the Government to take 
possession of them all. The telegram I have referred to is as follows: 

May 1, 1863. 
Colonel GorGas, Richmond : 

What decision has the Department come to in case of steamer Lizzie, formerly Mar- 
iner ?- Answer as soon as possible. 

I presume the Government would remunerate the owners for any 
damages sustained by them as engaged in a legitimate trade, on account 
of the action of the military authorities. 

Very respectfully, 
P W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. — 


CHARLESTON, 8. C., May 1, 1863. 

Brig. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C.: ; 

Clingman received orders yesterday to report to General Hill. Will 


leave to-day and following. Iron-clads still as before reported. 
7 G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, 
Ohaffin’s Farm, Va., May 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. ARNOLD LLzEy, Commanding, &e.: 
GENERAL: I received your order respecting the burning of all the 
wharves and landings on this side of James River late last evening. At 
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9 a.m. this morning I proceeded to execute the order, and have destroyed © 
two wharves—Cox’sand Aiken’s. The destroying of landings, as ordered 
by General Longstreet, I do not understand. To-morrow the working 
party will proceed to Deep Bottom, Curtis’ Neck, Turkey Island, and 
Ladd’s, destroying all the wharves as low down as we can reach. Will 
you please say by return courier how low down I must go? The order 
embraces all the wharves on this side of James River. It will require 
more force than I have under my command to execute it. Shall I pro- 
ceed as far as I safely may to the mouth of the Chickahominy? : 
' General, permit me to say this is a vain expenditure of labor. The | 
enemy can land any 5 miles as well without as with the wharves. I say 
this under a’sense of duty. 
Very truly and respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY A. WISE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Abstract from Iield Return of Troops, Department of Richmond, Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey 
commanding, for May 1, 1863. 
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Hpgrs. DEPT. SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA, 
Charleston, S. O., May 2, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, Commanding, Kinston, N. C.: 


GENERAL: Your favor of the 29th ultimo has been received. Two 
regiments of Clingman’s brigade left here yesterday for Wilmin gton; the 
other two will probably leave to-day. You have also been telegraphed 
to that effect. I will also be happy to assist you to the extent of our 
means, So soon as I shall know positively the departure of the balance 
of Foster’s troops still on Folly Island, near the mouth of the Stono, and 
on Seabrook’s Island, North Edisto. The enemy’s iron-clads are still 
already ere in Port Royal and five in North Edisto. What 
1e proposes doing with them is more than can | i : 
ably he has not done so himself. eae ae 

Wishing you ample success in your future operations, I remain yours 
very truly, . 

8 ed be BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 


[May 2-7, 1863.—For correspondence and orders, in refe e i 
from Army of the Potomac, see Series I, Vol. XXV.| aay 
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Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET: 


GENERAL: It will not be possible to furnish transportation from 
Franklin for any of your command. March to Ivor Depot, where the 
railroad, with such limited transportation as can be commanded, will be 
placed at your disposal. Capt. BE. B. Branch, assistant quartermaster 
at Petersburg, has been telegraphed to inform you at Franklin of this 
arrangement. Please inform Captain Branch, assistant quartermaster 
at Petersburg, at the earliest moment you may want the cars. 

: S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


SUFFOLK, VA., May 2, 1863. 
General S. COOPER: bi 
I cannot move unless the entire force is moved, and it would then 
take several days to reach Fredericksburg. I will endeavor to move as 
' goon as possible. 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tteutenant-General, Commanding. 


[Copy telegraphed to General Lee same date. ] 


HEADQUARTERS, May 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, &c. : 


GENERAL: Your note is received. AS many as Six or eight couriers 
have been sent Major Mitchell and Colonel Baker to use the utmost ex- 
ertions to [move] everything across the Blackwater to-[night], and I 
hope that everything may be before night to morrow. But we [must] 
be prepared to wait in case everything should not get over. I have no 
particular objections to a fight should the enemy pursue us. General 
Hood will take care of everything in his vicinity until all is over the 
river. 

Most respectfully, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 
4 


HEADQUARTERS, May 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FrENcH, Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: Your note is received. Iam glad to hear that the Fifty- 
fourth New York was well punished. We will move back to-morrow 
night. You ought to advise your signal line on the James River to 
what point it should retire to-morrow. You need not tell that we are 
going to move back, but only order them back to some point that will 
be safe for them. 

With respect, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tievtenant-General, Commanding. 


By 1 
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ORDERS HEADQUARTERS, _ 

ce Nana , | Suffolk, Va., May 2, 1863. 

This command will move back to the right bank of the Blackwater 
immediately after dark to-morrow night: Major-General French’s com- 
mand by the South Quay road, Major-General Pickett’s by the Somer- 
ton road, and Major-General Hood’s by the Blackwater road, the last 
crossing the Blackwater at Franklin. These commanders will make all 
arrangements that may be necessary to facilitate the movement and 
will be careful to give instructions to every portion of their commands, 
The rear guards will be composed of at least two good regiments and a 
battery of artillery. General Armistead’s brigade will be withdrawn 
from the White Marsh road at sunset, leaving his line of pickets, which 
will be withdrawn at dark and then move on to rejoin the brigade. The 
picket lines in front of General Pickett’s main position, General French’s, , 
and General Hood’s will be withdrawn at 11 o’clock at night as quietly 
as possible, and will march rapidly until they rejoin their commands, 
All batteries will be moved back at sunset to some point where their 
movements cannot be heard after dark, and will there await the orders 
of their division commanders. General French will halt his command 
, at the intersection of the Somerton and South Quay roads, and Gen- ~ 
eral Pickett will leave a brigade and battery near Holy Neck Church to 
guard any of our trains that, may not be able to cross the river before 
the troops reach there. Major-General Hood will move on and eross 
the river with his entire command, when he will have the pontoon 
bridge removed and the other bridges so nearly destroyed as only to 
allow persons on foot to pass. A party of select axmen will be left with 
each rear guard with orders to fell such large trees in the streams and 
swamps as may assist in delaying pursuit on the part of the enemy. 
Should the enemy’s cavalry attempt to annoy our rear, every effort will 
be made to destroy it by ambuscade or otherwise, but too much time 
must not be lost in endeavoring to do so. Discreet officers will be 
selected to relieve and conduct the picket lines. Captain Barham’s 
cavalry will report to General French at sunset to-morrow. General ‘ 
Rickett will give orders to the cavalry now temporarily serving with 
him, and General Hood to Captain Graham’s cavalry. All vehicles not 
absolutely necessary with the troops will be sent back as early to- 
morrow as possible. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Longstreet : 

G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


te 


GENERAL ORDERS, } DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, c 
No. 4. Near Suffolk, Va., May 2, 1863. 
I. This division will be in readiness to move toward Franklin to-mor- 
row night, immediately after dark, on the South Quay road. 

‘II. All teams and vehicles not absolutely necessary will be sent for- 
ward to-morrow and will cross the Blackwater and go into camp about 
3 miles from Franklin, all stopping near Colonel Baker’s cavalry camp. 

Iif. General J. R. Davis’ brigade will move in advance (left in front) 
to be followed by General M. Jenkins’ brigade. 

IV. General Jenkins will detail two regiments of his brigade as a 
rear guard, and with these regiments Capt. George Ward’s battery of 
artillery will march, forming a portion ot the guard. A suitable num- 
ber of ambulances will go with the rear guard. Should the enemy 
pursue, especially with his cavalry, strenuous efforts will be made to 


me 
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destroy it, by ambuscade particularly, unless such ambuscades should 
cause too much delay. With the rear guard will be left a select num- 
ber of axmen, who will in the swamps, at the crossings of streams, and 
other places fell large trees across the road to retard the pursuit of the 
enemy. A part of these men might move in advance to partly fell the 
trees before the rear guard passes. Captain Barham’s cavalry will also 
form part of the rear guard. 

V..The field batteries will be harnessed up and move to the rear about 
a mile from these headquarters at sunset to-morrow, and their position 
in line of march will be in advance of the infantry, and General Davis 
will, with his infantry, aid them in crossing any bad places in the road, 
so that no delay will be caused. 

VI. The pickets in front wili be withdrawn at 11 o’clock to-morrow 
night in the most quiet and secret manner possible, and will then march 
rapidly to join their respective regiments.’ The withdrawal of these 
pickets will be entrusted to careful and prudent officers, selected for the 
purpose, and the general commanding wishes General Jenkins to give 
them careful instructions in this respect.. Teamsters are forbidden to 
crack their whips or shout at their animals. 

VII. This command will halt.at the junction of the South Quay and 
Somerton roads until any wagons that may be out foraging shall have 
returned. 

By order of Maj. Gen. S. G. French: 

GRAHAM DAVES, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. BS. A,, 
Richmond, Va., May 3, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, Ivor Depot, Va.: 

We have information that two detachments certainly, perhaps three, 
of enemy’s cavalry, with some light artillery, are vonverging on Rich- 
mond. Their distance at present is not more than 12 or 14 miles from 
the city. Hurry as fast as possible re-enforcements. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, May 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding: 

GENERAL: I shall start in about noon to try and look at the ground 
on this side before night. Major Mitchell hopes to get the wagons over 
to-night. If he succeeds in this, General Pickett is ordered to move on 
over with his command and send Colonel Baker to report to you. You 
will remain on this side until we see if the enemy means any pursuit. 
Generals Pickett and Hood are ordered to act with you in case of emer- 
gency inmy absence. This was not necessary really, but I thought best 
to give the order that there should be no misunderstanding. I shall 
leave three fresh couriers at Holland’s Shop. Anything important send 
there and it will be taken over by a fresh man—that is, up to sunset; 
after that they will go on and join me. My headquarters after night 
will be at the house where General Jenkins was betore we crossed over. 
I am sorry to find this side of the sheet so badly soiled. 


Most respectfull i 
Die cons JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS, May 3, 1863.)) 
Maj. Gen. FrencH, Commanding, &e.: be, 
GENERAL: General Hood reports a regiment of the enemy landed at 
the old fort. He may give us battle to-day; but unless his movements 
are decided we must not be detained in ours. 


Most respectfull 
oe aa JAMES LONGSTREET, | 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, May 3, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. 8S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, &c. : 
GENERAL: General Hood reports the enemy displaying force in front 
of General Law. Have your two brigades and your artillery ready to 
support on the left, or to re-enforce either your own pickets or those of 
General Hood. Let General Hood’s picket line know that you are to 
support them in case an attack is made, so that they may know where to 
send for support. 
Very respectfully, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, May 3, 1863-—3 p. m. 
. Maj. Gen. 8S. G. FRENCH, Commanding, &e.:. 


GENERAL: Your note is received and General Pickett is ordered to 
draw his troops to the left, leaving a regiment and battery only on the 
White Marsh road. As General Pickett moves on toward the position 
you have, you can move on to the left; only a little, however, so as to 
be able to support Hood should the battle become hot. 

Most respectfully, 


JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Davis’ brigade can be moved a mile or so to the left at once. 


HEADQUARTERS, May 3, 1863. 
Major-General FRENCH, Commanding, éc. : 

GENERAL: Your note is received. The force at Chuckatuck cannot 
be more than a few hundred men from vessels. It is impossible that 
more could be put over in transports as yet. Possibly the enemy may 
put cavalry over to annoy us to-night. If the left is seriously threat- 
ened move in that direction, but not until it is certain that General 
Hood is severely pressed. I think his force fully able to sustain itself, 
Advise General Pickett if the matter becomes serious and he will move 
two brigades to where you are. 

Most respectfully, 


JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


I shall not start back until things become more settled. 


Z 
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HEADQUARTERS PETTIGREW’S BRIGADE, 
: April [May] 3, 1863. 
Maj. T. O. CHESTNEY, Assistant Adjutant-General : 7 
Major: From what General Elzey tells me it is very probable that 
the Eleventh Regiment North Carolina troops, now here, and the Fitty- 
second and Forty-fourth, expected, will be sent up to me at Hanover 
Junction to-night. Please order wagons to carry their ammunition to 
them (railroad depot), and let your quartermaster point out to them 
where their baggage can be stored, for they have no wagons. 
Yours, 
J. J. PETTIGREW, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Suffolk, Va., May 3, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Commanding Division : 


GENERAL: The commanding general desires you to be extremely 
careful in the selection of officers to relieve and conduct your picket 
lines to-night. Let only those be chosen who are thoroughly acquainted 
with the roads they are to take. Generals Hood and Pickett are in- 
structed to communicate freely with each other and to you such matters 
of note as may occur. Will you also keep them advised of anything 
that may come under your observation ? 

I am, general, very respectfully, 
G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, VN. C., May 3, 1863. 


Major-General HILL, Commanding, &c., Kinston, N. C.: 


I send you a letter* from Shays, containing some interesting reports, 
which, though he does not vouch for them, may have something in them. 
He writes from Swansborough, which you know is at the mouth of White 
Oak. No doubt the enemy is fortifying at Carolina City to protect the 
terminus of the railroad in case of retreat and against raids. He may 
have a design also of putting some works on White Oak, being perhaps 
alarmed by the activity of our troops lately and fearing a descent upon 
their communications. Any advance toward Swansborough would be 
doubtless with that view or to harry the country. In that case cavalry 
would move toward Smith’s Mill to prevent the force from being cut off. 

I am sorry you insist upon Cooke’s brigade going to Magnolia, The 
importance of this place and the very limited number of troops at my 
command indicate that those few should be the best possible, not the 
worst. It must be said in addition that when threatened, no matter from 
what quarter, I am expected to hold the enemy in check until assistance 
can be sent me. To do this 1 must not sit down behind breastworks, 
but must maneuver. It was to get reliable troops that I consented to 
exchange Evans for Cooke. However, I will go to work on Clingman’s 
brigade and get it into shape. If it were not for some of the officers 1 
dare say there would be but little difference. T'wo Brooke rifles belong- 
ing to the Raleigh are on their way forme. Please give orders to hurry 


* Not found, 
66 R R—VOL XVIII 
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them along as fast as possible with their ammunition. Clingman’s regi- , 
eats are beginning ib arrive. Some of Cooke’s will, I dare say, be able 
to go this evening. _ 


Very respectfully, W. H. ©. WHITING 
“ 2 a4 


Major-General. 


DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, May 3, 1863. 
[Maj. Gen. 8S. G. FRENCH :] 
GENERAL: All I desire you to do is to support two regiments, which 
1 have on picket, until to-night. 
Respectfully, general, your obedient servant, é 
J. B. HOOD, 
Major-General. 


P. S.—They have formed in a heavy line in Law’s front, and have set 
the woods on fire to try and smoke out his skirmishers. They have also 
formed in front of my two regiments near you. Please be ready to sup- 
port them. 


FRANKLIN, May 4, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

I am left here with two brigades, or 4,000 men, to defend a line of 40 
miles in length, from Fort Powhatan to South Quay, with 25,000 of the 
enemy in front. 

I protest against being left with an inadequate force. I must have 
at least three brigades. 

S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General. 


FRANKLIN, May 4, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War: 
I can send troops from here now if cars can be sent for them. 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Ineutenant-General, Commanding. 


Ivor, VA., May 4, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, : dia ids 


Secretary of War: 
We had a sharp skirmish yesterday. If the enemy does not molest 
us again, General Hood’s division will be at Ivor early to-morrow. 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General. 
; : 
Meets AY Sepvon. FRANKLIN, May 4, 1863. 
Secretary of War: 
Hood’s division will be at Ivor at 8 o’elock to-morrow morning. 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General. 
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. | FRANKLIN, May 4, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General LonastrEEt, Richmond: 


I must insist on having three brigades left here, on a line 40 miles 
in length, from Fort Powhatan to South Quay. I have telegraphed the 
Secretary of War. 


S. G. FRENOH. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
South Quay, N. C., May 4, 1863—2 p. m. 
General JENKINS: 


General Jenkins will take charge of crossing the division to the right 
bank of the Blackwater and the removal of the pontoon train. 


: S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
South Quay, N. C., May 4, [1863]—2 p. m. 


Lieutenant-General LONGSTREET: 


GENERAL: My whole force is on the other side. I cannot well with- 
draw it and leave down the pontoon bridge, and there are none of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonei Pools pontoneers here. Please send them at once. I 
can make a good delense on the other side. Will the pontoneers be 
here soon? I will call and see you as soon as I cross. 

Yours, truly, ' 
S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Where are the teams for the pontoon wagons? I can take the bridge 
up with my men to-night. 


HEA DQUARTER 
South Quay, N. C., May 4, 1863. 
Maj. G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Sir: In regard to your note of this morning, I reply that I did comply 
with the general’s orders, and I think did even more than comply. On 
the 3d instant the general wrote me, “You will remain on this side 
until we see if the enemy means any pursuit.” And it was arranged that 
instead of stopping in position at the intersection of the roads L was to 
form line of battle nearer the river than at the intersection of the roads, 
on better ground. When I. found General Pickett not’ at the intersec- 
tion I guarded the road on which IJ fell back with two regiments and a 
battery until he passed. My orders were to defend the passage until 
we found if the enemy pursued, and in compliance with this order I kept 
all my command on the other side. Besides, the contingency of my re- 
maining at the intersection was to do so if Mitchell’s wagons had not 
passed. General Longstreet gave his assent to me and General Jen- 
kins that we should take a position nearer the river than that mentioned 
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in the order of retreat. The intersection of the roads is marked but 1 _ 
mile from the river on the sign-board. I presume the general will re-. 
- member agreeing with us that we should hold the position which Gen- 
eral Jenkins named just before he was ready to leave on the 3d instant. 


Yours, respectfully, 5. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General. 


I might add that when I reached the intersection of the roads General 
Pickett’s wagons had passed and his artillery was passing, and before 
the head of his columns made their appearance my command moved 
to position and there remained until they were ordered to cross on this 
side—in fact are crossing now. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Franklin, Va., May 4, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. S. G. FrencH, Commanding Division : 


GENERAL: Colonel Ferebee’s regiment of cavalry has been ordered to 
Ivor to await orders there from you. The commanding general desires 
you to relieve the four companies of the Fifty-ninth Georgia Regiment 
in time for them to rejoin their regiment as it passes, which will be to- 
morrow. He also wishes you to relieve General Benning’s brigade at 
once, and to establish your guards on the Blackwater by to-night. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obecient servant, 


G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MAY 4, 1863—5 p. m. - 
Major-General ELZEY: : 


GENERAL: Amid the thottisand contradictory statements of respect- 
able citizens, cavalry, scouts, &c., the following seems to be the condition 
of things: On my arrival here yesterday at sunset I learned that the 
enemy were at Ashland and had captured a train. I think this was only 
one regiment (Twelfth Llinois), from which we have captured several 
stragglers. It thence proceeded to Hanover Court-House, burnt prop- 
erty, &c.; thence a portion went off inquiring the road to the White 
House; the rest came back by the South Anna Bridge at night and 
passed up the country. The best intelligence (which I believe) is that 
there are none now at Fredericksburg, but they have gone in large force 
south. Some are still on the Fredericksburg Railroad below Ashland. 
The prisoners say they started with eight days’ rations, now nearly ex- 
hausted. Cannot the force in Richmond, here at Gordonsville, and 
under Hampton co-operate to catch them ? 

The news from General Lee’s army continues very favorable. Pas- 
sengers say that the bridges behind the enemy at Chancellorsville are 
sunk, and we hope to capture that portion; that they have Marye’s 
Hill, but we will retake it to-day. Firing suddenly ceased at 12 m. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient Servant, 


J. J. PETTIGREW, 
Brigadier- General. 


/ 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, ©. 5S. A., 
‘ Richmond, Va., May 4, 1863. 
Governor VANCE, Raleigh, N. C.: 


General Hill and yourself can either better appreciate the position of 
things in North Carolina and the propriety of calling out the militia. 
In my judgment it would require strict: necessity to induce the call of 
the militia at this season. I do not advise it. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


: HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. O., May 4, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. D. H. Hin1, Kinston, N. C.: 


Yours of 3d received. I wrote you yesterday, I think. Cooke and 
most of his force will be at Magnolia this evening; balance follow in 
next thirty-six hours. I presume your aide in speaking of my scouts 
alluded to my cavalry. I place no reliance upon them whatever. Have 
but two scouts (Fairly and Shays), and they by no means depend on 
rumors or talk. As for cavalry I saw too much of them in Virginia and 
here too. I have just received dispatch from Fredericksburg. Enemy 
badly whipped with heavy loss; retreating over the Rappahannock. 
Jackson severely wounded; Heth and A. P. Hillslightly; Paxton killed. 

Very respectfully, 
Woo GC. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, t HEADQUARTERS, 
No. —. Near Franklin, Va., May 4, 1863. 


J. Major-General French will proceed at once to arrange his troops 
for the defense of the line of the Blackwater. 

Il. The divisions of Major-Generals Pickett and Hood will proceed 
as rapidly as possible via Ivor to the city of Richmond, where further 
instructions will meet them. 

Ill. The battalions of artillery under Majors Dearing and Henry will 
march by dirt road to Petersburg, where orders will meet them. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Longstreet: 

ce G. MOXLEY SORREL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


PETERSBURG, May 5, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 
Your telegram of to-day is received. I leave at 7 o’clock this even- 
ing for Richmond. 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General. 


GORDONSVILLE, May 5, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 
A courier arrived from Baltimore, sent by Mr. Edmund Law Rogers, 
relative of mine, brings information that on Wednesday evening Fos- 


\ 
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ter’s and Hunter’s troops were on board transports bound for, Chesa- 
peake Bay. They are either to co-operate with General Hooker on the 
Rappahannock or land at White House in case our army is forced back 
from, Fredericksburg. But small force left in North Carolina. Please 
do not publish the name of My. Rogers. Please acknowledge receipt 


elegraph. 
te WeReTaD W. H. F. LEE, 
Brigadier-General. 


PETERSBURG, VA., May 5, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. S. G. FRENCH, Franklin: 


The enemy’s cavalry is reported to be in large force north and west 
of Richmond. Endeavor to have all roads blockaded by felled timber 
to prevent the escape of the enemy’s cavalry to any other force of his 
south of James River. Trees felled across the roads in [all crossings of] 
streams would be most likely to effect this. Is General Pickett’s divis- — 
ion on the march for this place? He should march by the Jerusalem 
pike and keep with him Dearing’s and Henry’s battalions of artillery 
and get here as soon as it is possible. Send him this advice if he has 
not already received it. Have roads by which the enemy may approach 
you blocked, except such as you must use yourself, and have those well 

guarded. 

JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


PETERSBURG, VA., May 5, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hitt, Goldsborough : 


The enemy’s cavalry is reported north and west of Richmond. It is. 
Supposed to be a very large force. Try and have notice given to the 
citizens in all directions of this, and get them to go to work and block 
every road by which the enemy may try to effect a junction with his 
other forces in North Carolina. Fell trees in all crossings of streams 

_ particularly. ‘3 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 


Kinston, N. C., Ma 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hix, LOR Ns Oy MAO 


Commanding at Goldsborough : 


GENERAL: I will move to-morrow to carry out the verbal instructions 
vou gave me before leaving. I propose to leave the Second Battalion 
on this side, near the obstructions; to leave Colonel Martin on the Wil- 
mington road to carry on the work there, as I think it should be com- 
pleted, and to leave a regiment at Wise’s Fork, and to send one regiment 
on the Neuse road to M oseley Creek, and with the remainder of my own 
a Beene brigade to move to Core Creek. The distance is'too. great 
ae ai Reaaeeah ei 4 L.will therefore encamp to-morrow night some 12 or 
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LT inclose dispatches* received relating to the movement of the enemy 
about Pollocksville and on the road to Shepherdsville. I am afraid 
Captain Wharton has been captured. 
Your dispatch from the Secretary of War has been received. 
I have no information from New Berne since you left. 
Very respectfully, 
JUNIUS DANIEL, 
Brigadier- General. 


HrApQuarrErs, 
: Richmond, Va., May 6, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hitz: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 5th was received but a few moments 
ago. 

We have reports from scouts and persons from Maryland that Hun- 
ter’s and Foster’s armies are to come to Virginia. 

The repulse of Hooker’s force does not yet appear to be entirely de- 
cided. He has been driven back at all points, but holds still a position 
on this side the Rappahannock, near the United States Ford. 

Your views regarding our policy I think sound, particularly as I urged 
the same course as yourself, and it must have been at the same time. 
Burnside’s failure on account of mud was quite evidence enough to me 
that we had abundance of time to operate wherever we chose. 

I shall endeavor to have forces sent you from South Carolina, and 
shail in all probability call for your forces as the enemy moves north. 
Watch his movements carefully and keep us advised. 

The enemy’s cavalry is still at Columbia, Va., and may try to effect 
his escape by uniting with Foster. Have all routes that be would most 
likely take blocked well (for as great a distance as time will admit of) 
with felled trees. This the citizens must do, as their only means of sav- 
ing their horses and slaves. They can delay the cnemy until we may 
have time to overtake him and destroy him. J am trying ‘to get a 
mount for Hood’s division to send in pursuit. I wish that you would 
impress every horse that you may be able to find not in necessary use 
on farms. This is no time to have horses for pleasure; all such must 
be put into service. If you do not need them send them here. 

I remain, general, yours, most respectfully, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, C. 5S. A., 
Richmond, May 6, 1863. 

General D. H. Hint, Goldsborough, N. C.: 

General Lee urges you should send him Ransom’s division. Do so 
if you can with any safety. Hooker remains on the south side of the 
Rappahannock in a strong position at the Mine Ford. General Long- 
street arrived here last night. His forces are yet in Petersburg. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


* Not found. 
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GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., May 6, 1863. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, CO. S. A.: 


; s reported on the transports could scarcely have come from 
arn es If my scouts and spies can be relied upon, Foster has 
a large force in this State, some forty-five regiments. One or two of 
these were expected to leave about the 1st May, term of service having 
expired. These may be the troops seen on the transports. s 

I have written several times in regard to the utter worthlessness of 
the cavalry—Partisan Rangers—in this State. Yesterday a company 
was surprised and captured. They will neither fight nor watch. 

I earnestly repeat my request to have authority to dismount and con- 
script all who are surprised and who run. Unless you clothe me with 
this authority I can do nothing with them, and would prefer to have 
them sent out of the State. 5 : 

In the whole brigade of cavalry there has been but 1 man killed in 
the war. I propose to have a magnificent monument erected to his 
memory. 

With great respect, 
D. H. HILL, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. 0., May 6, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. [D. H.] Hinz, 
Commanding, Goldsborough, N. C.: 


GENERAL: I am sorry to hear of the loss of a cavalry company at 
White Oak. I think our cavalry is the poorest in the world. I only 
depend on Major [George] Jackson, Fairly, and Shays, who are worth a 

whole regiment. Ihave not yet received a report of this affair; will 
probably hear to-night. One regiment of Clingman’s is at the advanced 
lines; one of Cooke’s ought to be near Bannerman’s, where are works. 
You will see it on the map. The remainder of Clingman’s are on the 
road, on hand for need. I do not think Foster is ina hurry to advance. 
He has certainly got some troops from South Carolina, but not yet, L 
think, all; Jackson is of opinion about 5,000. If he tries the Sound 
road he ought to be a lost Foster; but I should have another brigade 
to insure holding him at bay long enough to destroy him. The news 
is very good from Lee; he has certainly given Hooker a terrible thrash- 
ing. That last battle, driving Sedgwick over the Rappahannock and 
reoccupying Fredericksburg, is masterly. But what is Stuart doing, 
allowing that band of Scamps to harry the country? Not one should 
escape. Iam much concerned about J ackson. 

I send you a return of field and Siege guns. Your chief of ordnance 


ordered field and heavy armament of this command which he is not 
entitled to. I wrote you about it. 


Very respectfully, 


TW. Eg WHITING, 
Major-General. 


dh ita) ides Soe 
a a 
a 
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ORDNANCE OFFICE, Wilmington, N. C., May 6, 1863. 
Consolidated Report of siege guns and field artillery in ihe District of the Cape Fear. 


" ° 


Ordnance. Carriages. Caissons. ores 
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Nore.—The siege carriages are without limbers. 


Respectfully submitted. 


JNO. M. PAYNE, 


Tieutenant, Ordnance. 
| Indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS, 
$ Wilmington, May 6, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded. 
I wish the caliber of the field batteries, the small number and the 
great want of rifled and entire want of Napoleon guns, to be noted. 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
May 7, 1863. 
Lieut. Gen. JAMES LONGSTREET, Commanding, ce. : 

GENERAL: I have just received yours of 2d instant upon my return 
to my former camp. 

My letter of the 1st instant, to which you refer, was intended to ap- 
prise you of my intended movement and to express the wish rather than 
the expectation that one of your divisions could co-operate in it. 

1 did not intend to express the opinion that you could reach me in 
time, as I did uot think it practicable. The emergency that made your » 
presence so desirable has passed for the present, so far as I can see, and 
I desire that you will not distress your troops by a forced movement to 
join me, or sacrifice for that purpose any public interest that your sud- 
den departure might make it necessary to abandon. The only imme- 
diate service that your troops could render would be to protect our 
communications from the enemy’s cavalry and assist in punishing them 
for the damage they have done. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
kh. E. LEB, 
“” General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Richmond, May 7, 1863, 


Maj. Gen. D, H. HILL, 

Commanding, &e., Goldsborough : 

GENERAL: We have reports from different sources that the plans of 
the enemy are to concentrate Hunter’s and Foster’s armies for a general 
attack upon Richmond. Make all needful arrangements to prevent 
such a contingency. : : a 

Your force will, of course, be obliged to come up here; so with the 
chief foree at Charleston. If you find such movements in progress you 
will so shape your own to meet them without awaiting further orders 
from these headquarters. ; 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARYERS, 
ftichmond, Va., May 7, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, ; 
Secretary of War: 

Str: His Excellency the President expressed the desire last night 
that 1 should join General Lee at Fredericksburg at once. 

I regard the opening and securing the communication of General 
Lee’s army with this city of the first importance, and fear that this may 
not be accomplished if I leave it unfinished. There are some indications, 
too, that the enemy may bring one or two other columns against this 
city, with the hope of getting possession by a sudden dash. I think it 
more important that these things should be considered and that we 
should have our forces so in hand as to meet any such contingency. I 
propose, therefore, to remain here until I can so arrange and dispose of 
my forces as to free General Lee’s army of the force which now threatens 
his communications. 

I remain, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tdeutenant-General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., May 7, [1863]—10 a. m. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, C. 8S. A.: 

Inclosed are the last reports* from scouts. Foster has sent out of New 
3erne and Washington the citizens who have hitherto furnished infor- 
mation.. I think that these papers clearly establish that the Charleston 
expedition is abandoned, and that the few troops leaving New Berne 
are more than replaced by others. I have believed ever since the fail- 
ure at Charleston that Foster would demand and get back the twenty 
regiments furnished to Hunter. 

General Daniel has gone down with two brigades (his own and Ran- 
soin’s) to feel the enemy about Core Creek. If they fall back without 
show of fight it is clear that Foster is not strong there and that he is 
massed upon the railroad between New Berne and Morehead, fearing 
that the Confederates will cut it, Unfortunately this is a difficult task. 
There are but three approaches to it throu gh the swamps and these are 
fortified. I-have but three brigades outside of Wilmington (Daniel, 


*Not found. 


3 


ee 
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, 


Cuar. XXX.]_ = CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 1051 


Ransom, and Cooke); two are at Kinston, and the third has one regi- 

ment at Weldon and three below, at Magnolia Depot, 50 miles above 

Eo uetom If you think that one more should be sent, I will send 
ooke. 


I feel confident that Ransom and Daniel can whip Foster. But with 


_ Foster’s superiority of numbers and great water facilities he can cut the 


railroad and make most destructive raids on the Roanoke, Chowan, and 
Tar, and it will be impossible to prevent them. 
There is nominally a large force in the State, but there is a heavy gar- 


vison in Wilmington, and the four regiments of cavalry are not worth 


four companies of inferior infantry. In fact, did we not need a large 


_ number of couriers over this 300 miles of coast, I would prefer them to 


be ordered off. ; 

L have laid the facts before you in regard to the Confederate strength 
and that of the Yankees as far as can be ascertained, and must leave it 
to your discretion whether to order off more forces or not. 

Most respectfully, ; 
DA BUG, 
Major-General. 
HIEADQUARTERS, 
Tarborough, N. 0., May 7, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hinn, 
Comdg. Dept. of North Carolina, Goldsborough, N. C.: 

GENERAL: Upon my arrival here last night I found that Colonel 
Evans had gone toward Greenville instead of Rocky Mount, as we sup- 
posed. I immediately recalled him. 

Claiborne’s regiment has, strange to say, not yet arrived. As soon 
as possible I shall relieve the companies of the Sixty-third (Evans) 
below Kinston, and also the couriers between Goldsborough and Green- 
ville and between Snow Hill and Kinston, as all the men belong to Fere- 
bee’s command. . 

Please inform me by Captain Worthington (who will deliver this) 
how many men those lines will require under existing circumstances. 
There are a great many more at present than are needed on that duty 
since the withdrawal of the troops from Hookerton and Greenville. 

While on the railroad I should very much like to send the dismounted 
men of Claiborne’s regiment to procure horses, and if this request meets 
your approbation instruct Captain Worthington to telegraph me at 
once before the men leave here. You can readily perceive, general, the 
necessity for the step proposed, which I hope you will approve. Colonel 
Claiborne is absent from his regiment, Iunderstand. Was the authority 
granted from your re 2 nie , 

ary respectfu our obedient servant 
ced ices ea B. H. ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Where had Claiborne’s regiment better encamp? About Greenville 
forage is scarce and Griffin is there. 


HEADQUARTERS, May 8, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
Str: I have the honor to return herewith a letter and dispatch from 
General Lee. All of our reports represent the enemy’s main cavalry 


+ 
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<te, 


. rning to the Rappahannock by the same or nearly the same nt 
se ca ‘that fe came. I ie that no effort has been made by our forces 
or citizens to obstruct his routes, 
si ith great respect, your most obedient servant, 
ce a ranee pees SYTAMES LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 


I received a dispatch from General R. BE. Lee asking the arrange- 
ments that I have ordered in reference to his communication with this 


city. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF RICHMOND, 
May 8, 1863. 
General J. J. PETTIGREW: 

General Hood’s division is en route for Hanover Junction. General 
Lee desires the wagon road from there to Fredericksburg repaired. If 
you move ahead of Hood, see to it; if not, he will attend to it. I send 
by first train to the Junction 100 shovels, 50 picks, and 25 axes to care 
of your quartermaster. 

Respectfully, 5 
ARNOLD KELZEY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE CAPE FEAR, 
Wilmington, May 8, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hitt, 


Commanding, &c., Goldsborough : 


GENERAL: Yours of 2 p. m. yesterday received. Iam sorry Cooke 
has to go. Beauregard is sending off two strong brigades to Pember- 
ton, and the coast will be very greatly weakened. We are all, from 
Savannah to Weldon, mutually dependent on each other. I do not 
think Ransom should be removed, unless at the last emergency. But 
I do not know the exact position of affairs in Virginia. The enemy 
seems to have received a terrible thrashing. But his numbers, accord- 
ing to their own account 158,000, may give us great trouble yet, unless 
they are too demoralized to fight well. I suppose Lee has 60,000 at 
least. It will be a difficult matter to defend Wilmington and the rail- 
road with three brigades. Longstreet will have to help. I will send 
you a statement of heavy ordnance. The enemy would not cross at 
Snead’s Ferry; the river is too wide, over 1,000 yards, and with any 
wind or flats are not practicable. We have a picket there, as 
also at Swansborough, in advance. 

I cannot very well spare Major Cameron. Should he be absolutely 
necessary to you I should have to supply his place. 

Very truly, yours, 


W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


GoLDsBoRovGH, N. ©., May 9, 1863. 


ecretary of War, O. 8. A.: 
Your letter and order in regard to deserters has been received.* De- 


sertion is alarmingly on the increase in my Own command. 
Besrererenee Seat, Snes ee SN WE ae eee 


a On 
* Not found, 


Hon. JAMES A. SEppDon, 


; 
i 
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There is a powerful faction in the State poisoning public sentiment 
and looking to a reconstruction. The soldiers are induced by these 
traitors to believe that this is an unjust war on the part of the South 


_ and that their State soldiers and citizens have been slighted and wronged 


by the Confederate States Government. 

Unless the Government will boldly take this matter in hand and 
arrestthe editors and speakers who are daily uttering treason, the crime 
of desertion will go on, and I fear that there will be thousands in armed 
resistance to the Government. The teaching of one paper in this State 
is treasonable in the highest degree, and the editor certainly is a tory 
at heart and almost openly. . 

Respectfully, 
D. H. HILL, 
Major-General. 
[Indorsement.] . 
MAy 10, 1863. 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 

It might be well to correspond with the Governor of North Carolina 
in relation to the subject matter of the within. 

J. D. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., May 10, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, C. 8. A.: 

Inclosed you will find a letter from Major Whitford, commanding bat- 
talion guerrillas. His spelling is rather original, but he is a good, brave, 
and truthful man. The other letter is from Mr. Marshall, until recently 
our only reliabie source of information in New Berne. Foster has expelled 
him, however, and my information is very vague. We have an employé 
in Foster’s military family who is as true to the South as President 
Davis. But unfortunately all the communications from this person 
came through Mr. Marshall, and I have now no agent working in town. 
With Foster’s control of the waters and railroad from Morehead City 
to New Berne, he has been able to deceive my scouts by movements of 
troops backward and forward. Our troops have been incessantly harass- 
ing them day and night for two months, and the soldiers whose enlist- 
ment will expire soon are in a very pleasant state of mind to stay. The 
Yankees hold the whole county of Carteret, but except to make raids 
confine themselves to Plymouth, Washington, and New Berne. They 
do not venture out more than a mile from the first, 3 miles from the sec- 
ond, and 8 from the third, except in the direction of Morehead City. 

There are but three approaches to the railroad from New Berne to 
Carolina City, and these are strongly fortified. The Yankees have been 
engaged for three weeks in fortifying line from Newport River to Bogue 
Sound. This looks like an evacuation of New Berne in case of a strong 
pressure. Ought not that squeeze to be given? 

I would not ask for more infantry, but would like to have good rifle 
guns, not of Richmond make. 

Since Foster’s disgraceful whipping at Blount Creek by General Pet- 
tigrew he has shown no disposition to give a field fight, though the most 
insinuating methods were used by General Daniel to coax him on. 


With great respect, D. H. HILL 


Major-General. 
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Swirt CREEK, May 9, 1863. 


GEN’L: To-day when your courrier came with your dispatch to me 
I was off trying to get information from the enemy. My scouts on Tar 
River report seven or eight steamers went down Tar River on the nights 
of the 7th and 8th instant. Those steamers are not at New Berne, or 
was not yestiday evening; they had not passed up Nuse River. The 


Yankees at Mrs. Grice’s place, this side Washington, told the citerzens. 


at Cross-Roads yestiday that Yankee General Palmer’s brigade and 
Yankee General Naglee’s brigade has gone to re-enforce, Hooker. 
They said Spinola was yet in Washington with his brigade. The 
movements about New Berne is now on the railrode. I can’t get any 
person in their lines under no pretence; they turn all back from this side 
Nuse River. My two men that was crossing Nuse to and from is 
both sick. I understand persons from south side Nuse River can go 
in town and return. I don’t know-whether they can or not. If some 
citerzens that could be reliad upon, that lives below Pollocksville, in 
Jones County, [would go,] that is the best way now, as they will not 
allow any person from the north side to go in town. If they would 1 
would soon know what Foster is up to. I don’t know the people on the 
other side Nuse, or I would go in Jones County and get up a line of com- 
munication soon. I think Major Nethercutt could get some person to 
go in, as he knows every man in Jones County. I have scouts in every 
direction below here to find out there movements all I can. I think a 
demmonstration in front of New Berne would stop Foster from sending 
off his troops to Hooker. Iam glad to hear of Hooker’s defeat. I will 
get that to the Yankees soon. They know in Washington and New 
Berne that Hooker is whiped. 
Yours, very respecufully, and obediant servant, 


JOHN N. WHITFORD, 
Major, Comdg. Outpost, Swift Creek. 


Swirt CREEK, May 8, 1863. 
[Maj. Gen. D. H. Hitx:] 


DEAR GENERAL: Rumor informs us at this place that thirty families 
have been sent up on the railroad from New Berne in the direction of 
Kinston three days ago; other rumors Say that the Yankees have not 
decided whether to send them to Street’s Ferry or to Core Creek. I am 
now waiting to hear from my letter to Foster; and should they send 
them out, and I down here, do me the favor to have my wife informed 
that I have engaged quarters for her and our effects with Mrs. Virginia 
Dudley, in Kinston. I should also take it as a great favor to be in- 
formed by: the first courier if my family should be sent in that direction. 

Several persons have tried to get to New Berne from this place, and 
all have failed except one lady that crossed the river and went down on 
the railroad. She came up Wednesday, and says they were all packed 
up to start, but were afraid (the Yankees) that the train or boat would 
be captured by our forces, as there was no flag of truce, &e. 

I know of no better way than to stay here until they move in the 
matter, as there is no telling what they will do. They have paroled a 
prisoner and sent him out, who states that they are sending great quan- 
tities of negroes away on transports. Others that have lef New Berne 
and gone to Bay River tell the same tale, and all agree, too, as to their 
fortifying Morehead City. They let no person go to town from the north 


ce 
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side of the river; I think it indicates some mysterious move on their 

part. They have been practicing, too, with very heavy guns, something 

that has not been done by them for six months before. From their 
great secrecy about everything, and pretending to be on the eve of send- 

ing out the citizens and failing each day to do it, looks to me like an 

evacuation of the place. I think it is all done to keep up appearances, 

and could I be certain as to the fortifying of Morehead City I should 

feel confident. — 

There has been an order issued by Foster to the effect that no more 
goods be brought to New Berne by their merchants; that is so. Iam 
certain that, the taking and holding it has not done much in the way of 
restoring the Union, and has been rather a failure than anything else; 
and as they have stolen all that is in their reach I think they have con- 
cluded to leave New Berne and make arrangements to hold Fort Macon 
and Hatteras and perhaps Roanoke Island. 

I think I shall be able soon to open a-direct communication to New 
Berne should they leave any of the citizens there. They have got the 
news of their defeat at Fredericksburg and acknowledge that Hooker 
is whipped. Several ladies were down to Barrington yesterday and say 
that the colonel told them that Hooker was whipped and asked them 
if we had heard it. They knew nothing about General Jackson being 
wounded. I hope that General Jackson may recover from his wounds, 
as the’country would lose one of her noblest sons, besides his great 
services as one among the greatest generals of the age. I pray God he 
may recover from his wounds. 

Very truly, yours, 
W. H. MARSHALL. 


RIcHMOND, May 10, 1863. 
Maj. WILLIAM Norris, Chief of Signal Corps : 


Sir: I returned from the enemy’s lines, in the vicinity of Newport 
News, yesterday morning before daylight, bringing the following intel- 
ligence: 

“Troops from every quarter are hurrying toward the discomfited army 
ot Hooker. Many have been withdrawn from Suffolk, and only 400 or 
500 are left at Fortress Monroe. General Dix, with 5,000 men, 500 
wheelbarrows and intrenching tools, left the fortress on Wednesday, it 
is reported, for the White House. Five hundred cavalry left Yorktown 
the same day. It is my belief that Dix will not now proceed so far, as I 
think he was only to occupy that position provided Hooker was victo- 
rious, and then this much-coveted city was to have been assailed on all 
sides. Depredations are daily committed on the defenseless citizens 
near Suffolk by Dodge’s cavalry. I bring a paper of the date of the 
7th, which I have sent ean honorable Secretary of War. 

uly, your obedient servant 
ices ” | 0. Hy CAUSEY, 
Captain, C. S. Army. 
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a turn of troops commanded by Maj. Gen. 8. G. French, for May 10, 
Abstract from Hield Return of ee (No station ition) 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 


May 11, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. J. J. PETTIGREW, 


Commanding, &c., Hanover Junction : 


GENERAL: General Pickett informs me, on what he deems reliable 
authority, that a regiment of infantry, one battery of artillery, and 200 
cavalry of the enemy are at West Point, the confluence of the Pamun- ; 
key and Mattapony Rivers. He thinks it possible that they may ascend 
the north bank of the Pamunkey and attempt to reach Hanover Junc- 
tion.. I give you this notice that you may be on your guard. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE CAPE FEAR, 
Wilmington, May 11, 1863. 
H. P. WALKER, 


H. M. Actg. Consul for the States of N. C. and 8. C. at Charleston: 

Sir: I have received your letter of this date relating to the schooner 
RP auloger to pane toa British subject engaged in running 

© blockade, and seized in this port by the militar authorities of the 
Confederate States of America. : : [ 

fam not aware that my Government has recognized you as the repre- 
sentative of Her Britannic M ajesty. Her Britannic Majesty’s Govern. 
ment has certainly not recognized the Government of the Confederate 
States. I decline, therefore, to discuss the subject with you or to re- 
lease the vessel, but will forward your communication to the Secretary 
of State and await orders, 

In the mean time, as Her Britannic Majesty’s Government does not 
recognize the jurisdiction of the Confederate States here, and the United 


States Government claims it 9erhaps it 
7a tee »~P p would be as well to apply to 


Very respectfully, 


W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. | 


© 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
- Kinston, N. C., May 12, 1863. 

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hr, 

Commanding at Goldsborough : 


GENERAL: Yours of this date has been received. Colonel Martin 
moved to-day for Greenville. Brabble takes his place on picket. 

AS soon as Captain Coleman returns, or I am well enough to make the 
examination, Iwill have the work extended as you desire. 

I am much obliged to you for your kind offer to relieve me by Gen- , 
eral Cooke, and if everything is quiet here I would like very much to 
go home for a week or ten days, as my health is poor and I have some 
business, giving in my taxes, &c., which can only be done by myself, as 
Iam the only male member of my family in the State; and as I have 
paid no attention to my affairs in more than two years I would not be 
able to do so without an examination. I will be in a mile or two of the 
telegraph office in Weldon and could return any day should anything 
oceur. : 

I expected to have had some information from Lieutenant Foy to-day, 


but have not heard from him. 


Our scouts report the enemy’s picket posts some 6 or 7 miles below 
Core Creek. They had not to-day relaid the track torn up 4 miles below 
Core Creek. . er. 

I was very much grieved to hear of the death of General Jackson, and 
think that our victory was a dearly-bought one. 

Very respectfully, 


JUNIUS DANIEL, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Fredericksburg, May 12, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. D. H. HI: 


GENERAL: Your letters of the 8th and 10th, with inclosures, are re- 
ceived.* I think that there is every probability that the enemy intends 
fortifying somewhere near the coast below New Berne, and leaving 
small garrisons in North Carolina to occupy the forts, with the purpose 
of sending all the rest of his force here. Ihave already heard that Suf- 
folk is only occupied now by a small force, some 18,000 having come to 
re-enforce Hooker’s army. The same thing will be done with the forces 
in North Carolina. In view of this, I have suggested that Clingman’s 
and Evans’ brigades be brought to North Carolina and that Ransom’s 
and Cooke’s be brought here; also the troops from the Blackwater, and 
that you have command of Petersburg and everything south of that and 
north of South Carolina. This I presume will be the arrangement for 
the summer. By threatening the enemy’s capital we will be able to 
draw all of his available force here, and as our strength here increases 
his must do the same. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


JAMES LONGSTREET, . 
Theutenant-General, Commanding. 


* Not found. / 
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War DEepartMEnt, C. 8. A., ry 
Richmond, May 12, 1863, 


General W. H. C. Wurtine, Wilmington, N. C.: 


Let me know what force you have and what aid you can, in case of 
necessity, lend to Charleston. . J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


WILMINGTON, N. C., May 12, 1863. 


Hon. JAMEs A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond : 


I have Clingman’s. Ona pinch, can send three regiments of that, but. 
General Hill should be notified. Arrangements should be made to 
transfer them back should point of attack be changed. 

W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


MAY 12, 1863. 
General BEAUREGARD, Charleston : 


Anything threatening in your front? Secretary wants to know what 
i can spare you. Let me hear direct. Will do all in my power. 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


MAY 12, 1863. 
Major-General HILL, Goldsborough : 


Secretary wants to know what I can do for Charleston in need. Can 
let three regiments go on a pinch, but told him you must be notified. 
Have you heard anything ? 

W. H. C. WHITING. 


BURWELL’s Bay, May 13, 1863. 
Maj. WILLIAM Norris, Chief Signal Corps : 


Str: Major-General Keyes, with one division of infantry and a bri- 
gade of cavalry, is at or near the White House, unless he has fallen or 
been driven back since Monday. The cavalry are from Stoneman’s 
division. There are few troops at Suffolk, none at Newport News, and 
a very small garrison at Fortress Monroe. Blockading squadron con- 
sists of two iron-clads of the Monitor model—the Galena and Minnesota. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CO. H. CAUSEY, 

Captain, O. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF RICHMOND 


? 
General S. CoorEr, May 13, 1863. 


Adjutant and Inspector General: - 
' Sir: Ip compliance with the wishes of the Secretary of War, I have, 


Wed a” ~ — 
7 
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the honor to make the following report of the forces in and about Rich- 
mond for lis information: 


DEPARTMENT OF RICHMOND. 


Brigadier-General Wisg’s brigade, now occupying the Peninsula. 
Colonel Rhett’s command (artillery, for defenses) has been ordered 
back, and supposed to be on its way. 

Garrisons at Chaflin’s and Drewry’s Bluffs. E 

City of Richmond.—Brigadier-General Winder’s command—City Bat- 
talion, seven companies; Wren’s battalion of cavalry, two companies ; 
Col. H. H. Walker’s guard forces, seven companies. 

Major-General Pickett’s division—South side, near Manchester. 

One regiment and one battery of Brigadier-General Pettigrew’s bri- 
gade, near Richmond. 

One regiment of Brigadier-General Robertson’s cavalry, near Rich- 
mond. : 


RECAPITULATION. 

Department of Richmond, including Colonel Rhett’s command: Effective ; 
HOMGUSS SAS! S525 Se Mise Sele e Ee eae eh Ene ie et eon eee GE a em 4, 288 
Brigadier-General Winder’s command... 22. -.- 22-2 o-oo. eon cow eee e ee anne 1, 300 
Noy Or GreneralebickethsSaVeusac sc cesen see ascmee ce anciecacrc saat cone sate 8, 000 
Regiment and battalion of Pettigrew...--. (ongobeniag pon padsbaccnsddncdSisae 750 
Resument oth obertsons(Gavialty,) 2 .-c<- sa ssosacels Sess ced asses seen cess 500 
INGER) & ce Ftc BencnbIQdbeb0 SE SOO EBSD AEE EE SE ene RSs Sec Sane eee 14, 838 


I have the honor to request that this communication be laid before 
the Secretary of War at your earliest convenience. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ARNOLD ELZEY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
ktichmond, May 13, 1863. 
General D. H. Hit, Goldsborough, N. C.: : 
Necessity compels me to reduce the force at Charleston very low. 
General Whiting, on inquiry, informs me that on a pinch he can send 
to the aid of Charleston in case of attack three regiments. I inform 
you of this, and in addition suggest if, as I believe, the enemy have 
nearly withdrawn, let your arrangements be made to allow in case of 
necessity the transfer of a larger force. 
J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


CAVALRY CAMP, 
Near Williamston, May 18, 1863. 
Maj. ARCHER ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Goldsborough: 

Masor: I have just returned from Jamesville, the lowest point occu- 
pied by our cavalry pickets on the Roanoke. — 

I met Lieutenant-Colonel Towns, of the Sixty-second Georgia Regi- 
ment, on the road, who had been absent two days visiting his picket 
stations. He saw to-day aman from Plymouth day before yesterday. 


4 
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¥rom him he learns that General Wessells is certainly in com mand thet 
with two New York regiments, not exceeding 500 men each, and on 
battery; no cavalry. The cavalry and some other troops had left the { 
town—supposed toward Suffolk. | a 

The enemy is throwing up some intrenchments on a high point near — 
Plymouth, either for the purpose of changing his camp, which is repre- 
sented to be very filthy, or protecting some fisheries at the point. — 
Colonel Towns considers this information entirely trustworthy. 

I examined Fort Branch yesterday and feel satisfied, if properly gar-— 
risoned and provisioned, it can repel any attack of the enemy by land 
or water less than a regular siege. The supply of ammunition 1s good, 
and provisions for 1,000 men for thirty days are being placed in as rap- 
idly as present circumstances permit. Coniho Creek, of which the gen- 
eral spoke to me, will be a very serious obstacle to a land attack on Fort 
Branch. The three roads crossing it near and below the fort are being 
effectually impeded. One of them has been closed entirely and the bridge 
destroyed. At one of the others intrenchments have been prepared and 
at the third are being prepared. This creek, however, is no impediment 
to an advance on Tarborough. : 

If the troops of my brigade are to be used exclusively to close Ply- 
mouth and Washington between the Tar and Roanoke, my impression 
is they should be moved nearer and occupy a line beginning from James- 
ville or Gardner’s Creek, near that town, and running toward Tranter’s 
Creek, thence to the Tar River at or near Pactolus. On this subject I 
feel some hesitation in yet expressing a positive opinion. 

If my brigade is to be held with a view to protect Weldon or some 
_ other point, it should not be removed beyond Hamilton or Greenville, 
except for picket guard. e 

Will you please inform me if any troops are to be stationed at Wel-- 
don and if they are to be under my command ? 

I shall go to-morrow to Greenville and thence to Tarborough, where 
I shall spend a day or two examining the quartermaster’s and commis- 
sary departments. ; 

The order substituting Colonel Griffin’s cavalry regiment for Colonel 
Evans’ has been received. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. MARTIN, 
Brigadier-General. 


P. S.—Since writing the above the pickets have brought in 2 Yankee 
prisoners, who say that both General Wessells and General Hunt are 
in Plymouth with five regiments—the Highty-fifth, Ninety-second, and 
Ninety-sixth New York, and One hundred and first and One hundred 
and third Pennsylvania; that the troops which left there recently went 
to New Berne, and they think General Wessells’ brigade is going to 
Suffolk soon. ie 


« 


HANOVER JUNCTION, May 14, 1863—1 p. m. 
Major-General ELZnyY, Commanding, Richmond : 


GENERAL: Tuesday night I sent a company of cavalry out, with in- 
structions to go as near West Point as they could and find out what 
was going on there. I received a report dated 12 m. yesterday, ‘‘ King 
William County, 4 miles outside of the enemy’s pickets.” From what 
they heard, the enemy had landed on Thursday last some 3,000 infantry, 


“¢ 
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a regiment of cavalry, and some light artillery. They were fortifying 
_ ACrOSS the Peninsula, a mile or so from the Point. It was thought that 
the post was intended as a refuge for stealing parties, runaway slaves, 
&e., but I fear they will give us more trouble than that, for they can 
march up in force, threaten the railroad north of North Anna, perhaps 
attack it, or cross suddenly at Hanover Court-House, do the same on 
the south side, and return by the White House. As for finding out the 
strength of any such party, my experience of the cavalry and citizens 
during the last raid has convinced me it is impossible. As Richmond . 
is So much nearer the White House and West Point you have much 
better means of obtaining intelligence than I have, and I think ought 
to be able to give me such information as may be necessary. It seems 
to me that this triangle between the railroad and the North and South 
Anna Rivers should be fortified. Had I the tools I could do it myself, 
but [ might be ordered away in the midst, and it would be a great deal 
better to send an engineer from Richmond, who could continue until 
the work was done. Works would be required on the North Anna at 
the crossing of the Telegraph road, the Fredericksburg Railroad, Mor- 
ris’ Bridge, and Bear Island Ford; on the South Anna, at the crossing 
of the Central Railroad, of the Fredericksburg Railroad, and the Tel- 
egraph road; at the two crossings on Little River, and perhaps at the 
Junction. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. J. PETTIGREW, 
Brigadier-General. 


° HEADQUARTERS, May 14, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D.-H. HI11, 
Commanding, North Carolina : 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 8th is just received. The impressment 
of horses was ordered at the time that the Yankee cavalry was in posi- 
tion to threaten a.raid through North Carolina. It is not necessary 
therefore to impress further, but all horses that you may have impressed, 
and-that are not necessary to the support of families or used in tilling 
the soil, had better be retained for our purposes if you are in need of 
them. 

1 think that the enemy will probably abandon North Carolina and 
Southern Virginia, except some posts occupied by small garrisons, and 
concentrate his great force in front of our army here. If he does I 
think that a brigade at Goldsborough and one at or near Petersburg 
will be all of the infantry force that you will need. As I know of no 
other reliable officer whom we can place in that command I have sug- 
gested your name, knowing that you would prefer it to a position here. 

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
5 JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Thieutenant-General, Commanding. 


Ricumonn, May 15, 1863. 


Maj. Gen. D. H. Hix1, Goldsborough, N. C.: 
GENERAL: I have received your letter of yesterday’s date, and in an- 
swer to the several, suggestions therein I am authorized to state: 
1st—in reference to the bridge and provost.guards within your com- 
mand. If these guards have been mustered in for local defense it will be 


es - 
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necessary to refer to the terms entered into with them at the time oftheir 


muster, and if they have not secured service at a particular spot they 


would have to be diseharged, if found useless, when their places may be — 


supplied by the militia or by disabled soldiers, as suggested by you. In 
the event of their discharge such of them as are liable to conscription 
should be immediately enrolled for general service. 


2d. You will consider the guard to the prisoners at Salisbury as sub- 


ject to your orders, to be disposed of in such manner as in your judgment 


the interests of your command shall require, first sending the prisoners - 


by proper escort to this city to report to General Winder. 
3d. In the cases of such of the cavalry of your command as may per- 
mit themselves to be surprised or may behave badly in the presence of 
the enemy, you will make special reports of the facts to this office, in 
order that authority may be given you to dismount, and where such be- 
havior is repeated, disband the men whose conduct may be so reported; 
those ordered to be disbanded and who may be subject to conscription 
to be enrolled to serve as infantry. 
4th. You will cause an inspection to be made of Colonel Wheeler’s 
regiment, and if the organization is found unwarranted by the number 
of troops you will report the fact to this office for orders in the ease. 
5th. In respect to the exchange of full brigades of your command with 
skeleton brigades in General Lee’s army, I have to state that as General 
Lee is now in this city a conference will be had with him on the subject 
of such exchanges, when you will be informed of the result. 
Iam, general, Wc., 
S. COOPER, 
Acting Inspector- General. 
* 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) ADJT. AND INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 116. § Richmond, May 15, 1863. 
* * x | * *# * * 

VIII. Maj. Gen. G. E. Pickett will move forward immediately with 

his command and take position at Hanover Junction. 
* * * * * * * 

X. The artillery battalion attached to Drewry’s Bluff and the officers 
and crew of the gunboat Richmond recently ordered to this city will 
return immediately to their former commands. 

eS * * * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-@eneral. 


: HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, N. C., May 16, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hitt, Goldsborough : 


GENERAL: Your dispatch of this date directing me to proceed with 
my brigade to Richmond has been received. Two of the regiments will 
be ready to leave by 10 o’clock a.m. The others will be ready so soon 
as transportation can be furnished. The two regiments would have 


been ready sooner, but all except one were on picket duty at the time 
the order was received. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
4 JUNIUS DANIEL, 
Brigadier- General. 
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RicuMonpD, VA., 


: May 16, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HIL1, 
Commanding Department of North Carolina: 


GENERAL: In reply to your letter of the 14th instant, I will state that 
the extent of the re-enforcements you can send to the Army of Northern 
Virginia must necessarily depend upon the strength of the enemy in 
your front. 

The plan you propose of exchanging your full for its reduced bri- 
gades I fear will add but little toits real strength. It would increase it 
numerically but weaken it intrinsically by taking away tried troops 
under experienced officers and replacing them with fresh men and un- 
instructed commanders. I should therefore have more to feed but less 
to depend on. =: 

T can exchange Daniel’s brigade with one of those you propose, but 
cannot designate which until I return to camp, as I am not sufficiently 
acquainted with their condition to make the selection. You can there- 
fore put Daniel in motion at once. Wansom and Cooke I consider as 
belonging to the Army of Northern Virginia and have relied upon their 
return. 

As far as I am able to judge, the plan of the enemy is to concentrate 
as large a force as possible to operate in Virginia. Whether he will 
unite the whole under General Hooker on the Rappahannock or oper- 
ate with different columns I cannot say, but from the information I re- 
ceive he is withdrawing troops from South Carolina and the country ~ 
south of James River. 

It is of course our best policy to do the same and to endeavor to repel - 
his advance into Virginia. If he weakens his force in North Carolina 
I think you will be able, by using all your local troops, such portion of 
your regular cavalry and regular brigades as may be necessary, to 
repulse and restrain his marauding expeditions and protect the rail- 
roads and the farming interests of the country you now hold.. Every 
man not required for this purpose I desire you to send to me and 
rely upon your good judgment to proportion the means to the object in 
view. 

I think it now too late for any important expedition to be undertaken 
by the enemy in the Carolinas. They will, I think, place themselves 
on the.defensive in those States, endeavor to deceive us by threatening 
our communications, &c., and send their available troops where they 
can operate to more advantage. I have no fear that they will be able 
to mislead you. 

I hope you will be able to collect and secure for the use of the 
army all the provisions. and furage in the districts in which you are 
operating. 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
k. EK. LEE, 
; General. 
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FEADQUARTERS MARTIN’S BRIGADE, 3 
. Tarborough, May 16, 1863. 


Maj. ARCHER ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Goldsborough, We Giant 

Masor: [returned here last night from Greenville. I found Captain 
Coleman had laid out a line of defenses around the town. They do not 
fulfill all the conditions necessary to a good defense, but I thought it | 
the best the ground would permit. I understood the captain to say | 
General Hill had decided to put the line of defense at Greenville, and 
J did not examine any other point. 

Colonel Griffin was absent from his headquarters visiting his pickets, — 
and I did not see him. The adjutant showed me the picket stations on 
the map, and they seemed to be well selected. — 

The telegraph operator at Rocky Mount is said not to understand the 
English language. It seems to me very desirable that this line should 
be extended to Tarborough at once. I also think it would be less ex- 
pensive than to keep a line of couriers on the road. 

I shall leave here to-day for Hamilton, where my headquarters will 
be established till I can become well acquainted with the roads or Gen- 
eral Wessells shall move from Plymouth. The presence of this general 
in Plymouth with his brigade made it advisable, in my judgment, to 
move Colonel Martin’s regiment to Hamilton. I found also that on ae- 
count of the scarcity of tools the working detail from the Forty-seventh 
Regiment would not be heavy. 

i I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. G. MARTIN, 
Brigadier- General. 


i] 


HEADQUARTERS MARTIN’S BRIGADE, 
: Hamilton, May 17, 1863. 
Maj.. ARCHER ANDERSON, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., General Hil’s Hdgqrs., Goldsborough: 

Mayor: I returned here last night. Another prisoner from the 
Ninety-sixth New York Regiment was brought in yesterday. I exam- 
med him carefully to-day. He confirms in all essential points the in- 
formation derived from the two whom I examined at the cavalry camp 
near Williamston. He says the Ninety-second New York, one of Wes- 
sells’ brigade, was left in the fort opposite New Berne, but a Massachu- 
setts regiment took its place in the brigade at Plymouth. The regi- 
ments are small; only nine companies in the Ninety-sixth New York; 
all the officers of Company G in that regiment having resigned—the men 
were transferred to other companies. The prisoner’s company had not 
more than 25 for duty and the regiment did not exceed 300. He thought 
all the others were rather larger, but could not say positively. General 
Hunt had been in Plymouth and in command of Wessells’ brigade dur- 
ing the absence of the latter on account of the death of his wife. but had 
returned to New Berne. : 

I think I have made such arrangements as will give me information 
from Plymouth through our own people in a few days. 

The Seventeenth reached Hamilton yesterday. Colonel Griffin re- 
ports that there are 500 of the enemy’s infantry at Hills Point and the 
same number at Rodman’s farm ; ten regiments of infantry, several — 
pieces of light artillery, and about 40 cavalry (Jocknick’s), besides a 
company of 40 cavalry, now in Washington. It is thought there is no 


in 
_ Cuar. XXX] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 1065 


other cavalry on the south side of Tar River. The enemy has infantry 
and cavalry pickets 14 miles from Washington on the Plymouth, J ames- 
ville, and Williamston road, and fences across the two first named. He 
has strengthened his earthworks near the town, the work having been 
done by negroes. Also that there is no direct communication with 
Washington on either side of the river. Enemy not active and the cit- 
izens have not been much troubled on the north side. Bacon is still 
brought oyer the lines. This I believe is extensively done, and I think 
it advisable to permit its continuance and allow the persons doing so to 
return without difficulty. 
Tam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. G. MARTIN, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, | 

: May 19, 1863. 
Brigadier-General PETTIGREW, 

Commanding Forces at Hanover Junction : 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 14th instant is received. 

The commanding general desires me to inform you that he thinks it 
best that you should dispose of all your cavalry to the east and south 
of the railroad and depend upon the cavalry of this army to cover you 
in the direction of the Rappahannock and Gordonsville, your cavalry 
being disposed so as to watch the enemy in the direction of West Point 
and the Peninsula. The general further desires that you will always 
keep your command well in hand, so as to be able to operate in any 
direction with the greatest promptness. 

You will find inclosed the order regulating the transportation of bag- 
gage of the army. You are desired to regulate the transportation of 
your command according to this order. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


A. L. LONG, 
Colonel and Military Secretary. 


HAMILTON, N. C., May 18, 1863. 
General Hii, Commanding, dc., Goldsborough : 


GENERAL: I regret I should not have understood your wishes about 
the Seventeenth North Carolina Regiment, as I would not then have 
moved it to this point. As it is here, and the officers and men are well 
acquainted with the roads and swamps of this vicinity, due from a tour 
of field service, I shall order Colonel Gibbs to Greenville. 

I shall leave for Greenville to-morrow to make it my headquarters. 

Your letter of the 17th was received at 1o’clock. This will be sent 
by return courier. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. G@. MARTIN, 
Brigadier-General. 


None of the unattached companies have arrived here, and nothing 
has been heard of any of them in answer to the Governor’s order. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Fredericksburg, May 20, 1863. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Sir: The services of General Longstreet will be required with this 
army. Upon his leaving the department south of James River I had 
supposed its command would have devolved upon General D. H. Hill 
as the senior major-general. He informed me this morning that he 
directed the three major-generals in command of the several districts to 
‘report directly to the War Department. I would recommend, therefore, 
that General D. H. Hill be assigned to the command of the department 
~ between James River and the Cape Fear. The battery at Drewry’s 
Bluff, if considered more convenient, could be embraced within the com- 
mand of General Elzey. I wish General Hill to make such disposition 
_ of his troops as to give me all the force that can be spared from North 
Carolina. Jenkins’ brigade, belonging to Pickett’s division, is still on the 
Blackwater, and I do not like to order it up until I hear whether proper 
dispositions are made to relieve it. Itis much wanted with its division. 
Our scouts report that General Heintzelman, with his corps from Wash- 
ington, has joined General Hooker, Governor Curtin having promised 
' to defend Washington City with 20,000 State troops. Ihave not heard 
yet of any fleet of transports ascending the Potomac. Single transports 
are frequently seen coming up the river. Yesterday forty transports 
were counted at Aquia Creek. Regiments of the two years’ men are 
being discharged, I learn, as their time expires, and it is thought are 
sent off at night. : 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R, E. LEER, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
May 20, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. ARNOLD ELzEy, 

Commanding Department of Richmond, Va. : 


GENERAL: A party of deserters from the North Carolina regiments 
of this army left canip last night, taking their arms and equipments with 
them. Some of them are supposed to be m aking for Ashe County, North 
Carolina, and many, it is said, cross the James River at Lumberton, 
about 45 miles above Richmond, and Roanoke at Horse Ford Mill. 
General Lee directs me to request that your guards be instructed to be 
on the alert for them, and if practicable the points indicated be watched 
and guarded, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


_W. H.. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Abstract from Field Return of troops commanded by Maj. Gen. S. G. French, May 20, 
1863. (Ivor, Va.) 
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* One company detached. + A portion only. Not classified. 
§ Does not include exchanged prisoners. . No report. 


BURWELL’S Bay, May 21, 1863. 
Maj. WILLIAM NorRISs, Chief of Signal Corps: 

Sir: I have the honor to report my safe return, with dates of the 20th 
instant. The Yankees at West Point have been re-enforced, but from 
the best information I can obtain they do not, 1 think, number more 
than 10,000. Five or six light batteries and all the spare horses and 
mules at Fortress Monroe were sent to Yorktown on Monday. The foree 
at Suffolk still numbers about 15,000. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. H. CAUSEY, 
Captain, C. S. Army. 


RicHMonpD, May 21, 1863. 
General D. H. H1IL1, Goldsborough : * 


You had better wait for receipt of General Lee’s letter to you. Ihave 
telegraphed him to send a cepy. The President says the letter refers 
the matter to your discretion according as you may find the strength 
of the enemy to be. 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


STATE OF NoRTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, May 21, 1863. 
His Excellency President DAvVIs: 

DEAR Sir: Captain Elliott, commanding a company of State troops, 
captured last Saturday two steamers in the Albemarle and Chesapeake 
Canals, one of them carrying a large mail. Upon overlooking the mail, 
in addition to various items of intelligence, we found a letter from a 
man by the name of Montgomery, in Washington City, to General Fos- 

’ ter, at New Berne, proposing a general negro insurrection and destrue- 
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tion of all railroad bridges, &c., in the South. I inclose you a copy of 
the letter, giving all the minutia of the damnable scheme, You can of 
course make such use of it as you may think best. The necessity for 
increased diligence in guarding our bridges, Sc., is apparent. 

The letter has not yet been made public. 


Very respectfully, &c., Z. B. VANCE 
; “i. ° e 


[Inclosure.] 


WASHINGTON, D. O©., May 12, 1868. 


Major-General FosTER, 
Comdg. Department of North Carolina, Beaufort, N. O.: 


GENERAL: A plan has been formed for a simultaneous movement to 
sever the rebel communications throughout the whole South, which has 
been sent to some general in each military department in the seceded 
States, in order that they may act in concert and thus secure success. 
The plan is to induce the blacks to make a concerted and simultaneous 
movement or rising, on the night of the Ist of August next, over the 
entire States in rebellion; .to arm themselves with any and every kind 
of weapon that may come to hand and commence operations by burn- 
ing all railroad and country bridges and tearing up railroad tracks and 
destroying telegraph lines, &c., and then take to the woods, the swamps, 
or the mountains, whence they may emerge, as occasion may offer, for 
provisions and for further depredations. No blood is to be shed exeept 
in self-defense. The corn will be in roasting-ears about the Ist of Au- 
gust, and with this and hogs running in the woods, and by foraging 
upon the plantations by night, they can subsist. This is the plan, in 
substance, and if we can obtain a concerted movement at the time 
named it will doubtless be successful. The main object of this letter is 
to state the time for the rising, that it may be simultaneous over the 
whole South. To carry the plan into effect in the department in which 
you have a command, you are requested to select one or more intelligent 
contrabands, and after telling them the plan and the time (night of the 
Ist of August) you will send them into the interior of the country, 
within the enemy’s lines, and where slaves are numerous, with instruc- 
tions to communicate the plan and the time to as many intelligent 
slaves as possible, and requesting of each to circulate it far and wide 
over the country, so that we may be able to make the rising understood 
by several hundred thousand slaves by the time named. 

When you have made these arrangements please inclose this letter 
to some other general commanding in the same department with your- 
self—some one whom you know or believe to be favorable to such move: 
ment—and he in turn is requested to send it to another, and so onuntil 
it has traveled the entire rounds of the department, and each command 
and post will in this way be acting together in the employment of negro 
slaves to carry the plan into effect. : 

In ae way the plan will be adopted at the same time and in eencert 
ae a ed set ae sere all engaged in it will learn the 
ing together in the movement. Te ut eae namber: of generals Gee 
PRA ie Pile totee ce ccc 0) give this last information, and be- 

sing this er to some other general, put the numeral I after 

the word “Approved” at the bottom of this sheet, and when it has gone 

the rounds of the department the person last recel Se we : a 

reinclose it to my address, that I may +] know aun oe aay a Da 

Petite Bian si ahi ib ae a ay thus know and communicate the 
) NO Ple § carried out at the same time, 
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Be assured, sir, that I will inform every department in the seceded | 


States of the plan and the time, that the movement may thus be gen- 
eral and simultaneous. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


AUGUSTUS 8. MONTGOMERY. 


Norn.—This letter may be sent to other departments farther south 
after having gone the rounds of yours, which will show to all that the 
plan is being generally adopted. 


DEPARTMENT OF NortTH CAROLINA. 
Approved. ; 
C. MARSHALL, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT SOUTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Ivor, May 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. ARNOLD ELZEy, Richmond, Va.: 


GENERAL: I have received your telegrams respecting Smoot’s bat- 
tery. Ever since I have been here (after leaving Richmond) we have 
been occupied with the enemy. They appeared at Carrsville with 
12,000 men, thirty pieces of artillery, and cavalry, and commenced tak- 
ing up the railroad. They were driven back 2 miles to where they were 
strongly intrenched. Last night information came that there were 
three gunboats coming up the Chowan and that they were not far 
below the Meherrin, and to-day they are in strong force within 8 miles 
of this place; nevertheless I ordered back the guns, though much 
wanted to protect the steamers we have at Franklin and for the de- 
fenses of the river. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
S. G. FRENCH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
; May 22, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, 
Commanding District of North Carolina : 


GENERAL: I am informed by telegram from General Cooper that you 
have received my telegram but not my letter from Richmond of the 16th.* 
I herewith inclose you a copy of the letter. J have nothing in addition 
to say, further than our scouts have not reported the passage of any 
large fleets of vessels (transports) from Suffolk up the Potomac, but 
have reported a number of individual vessels bearing troops. _ Re-en- 
forcements of 30,000 men have also reached Hooker from the direction 
ot Washington since the late battles. Four gunboats are reported as- 
cending the Rappahannock below Urbana, and a scout who has just 
returned from the enemy’s lines reports that every indication leads to 
the belief that he is preparing for an early move. 

Your particular attention is called to the inclosed letter, and you are 
desired to push forward re-enforcements from North Carolina as rapidly 


* See Lee to Hill, of that date. 


i 
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as circumstances will permit. I wish to be able to oppose the full 

strength of this army to the enemy when it becomes necessary to meet. 
him again. (Ke Rien : 

I am, very respectfu our obedient servant, 

Scat gil R. E. LEE, 

General. 


CAMP FREDERICKSBURG, May 22, 1863. 


General ARNOLD HLzEY, Commanding, ée. : 

GENERAL: Captain Capps, Fifteenth Virginia Cavalry, on duty in 
King William County, reports that Mr. Davis, whose home is at West 
Point, and who at this time is employed in the Confederate Navy, has 
been noticing the movements of the enemy, and states that they have 
left in part. Three transports left on the 15th loaded with troops. 
There appears now to be there two squadrons of cavalry, one company 
artillery, and a small portion of infantry. About 1,000 negroes are at 
work on the intrenchments. All-the gunboats and transports have left 
except two, They appear to be ferry-boats. Have you received intelli- 
gence corroborating this, or can you ascertain what is the condition of 
things? It was reported yesterday that four gunboats were ascend- 
ing the Rappahannock and had come within 12 miles of Tappahannock. 
Milroy has recrossed the mountains and returned to the valley. Our 
scouts north of the Rappahannock report indications of another move 
on the part of General Hooker. Seven pieces of artillery and some in- 
fantry have reached Stafford Court-House from Dumfries. Heintzelman 
is said to have joined him. Reports from Alexandria state that 30,000 
new troops are to be sent to him. May I ask you to report these cir- 
cumstances to the Secretary of War for his information 2 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 


General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 122; Eichmond, May 22, 1863. 
* * * 2 * * * 

X. Major Wren will proceed with his battalion in the direction of 
Lynchburg, Va.., to guard the passes on the James River. Quarter- 
master’s and commissary departments will provide forage and rations. 

* * * * * * * 

XX. Brig. Gen. George II. Steuart, Provisional Army of the Con- 
federate States, will proceed without delay to Fredericksburg, Va., and 
report to General R. E. Lee for assignment to duty. 

* * * * % : % * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 

Assistant Adjutant-G@eneral. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, May 23, 1863. 
Major-General HI1, Commanding, &e., Goldsborough : 
GENERAL: I send you a note from Shays.* They seem over the 
lines to be busy fortifying themselves. I do not thinkk* hey will shortly 


*Not found. 
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advance, though the manner in which we are stripped of tr 
Savannah up must be a great bait for them. ae Use 
I am in hopes we may hear something more favorable about the 
Southwest. Pemberton is said to have had over 60,000. What can he 
be about? * * * 
Very. truly, yours, 
: W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Fredericksburg, May 25, 1863. 
General D. H. Hitz, 

Commanding Department South of James River : 


GENERAL: I have received by courier your letter of the 21st. I am 
_much gratified to learn that the enemy has been so harassed and pun- 
ished during the past months, and wish that your force was sufficient 
to drive them from the State. If your information is correct that their 
troops are moving from the State I hope you will be able to spare the 
brigades belonging to this army. They are very essential to aid in the 
effort to turn back the tide of war that is now pressing south. 

Since the battle of Chancellorsville the enemy has made a lodgment 
_ at West Point, the confluence of the Pamunkey and Mattapony Rivers, 
and are fortifying that neck. Whether it is a feint or preparation for 
. anew base of operations I do not know. I have thought it probable 
that the troops from your department may be in process of transference 
to that point. I therefore desire that you direct Brigadier-General 
Jenkins to join his division (Pickett’s) at Hanover Junction, and Brig- 
adier-Genera] Ransom to repair to Richmond. Should it be necessary 
to move him farther he wili receive orders from General Elzey, to 
whom he will report. You can retain Brigadier-General Cooke for the 
present, or until you can more fully ascertain the intentions of the en- 
emy, and see what dispositions you can best make for the protection 
of your department. I think, if necessary, troops may be drawn from 
South Carolina and Georgia to re-enforce you, as I can hardly suppose 
that the enemy contemplates any serious invasion of that department 
this summer. I think, too, the season has passed for making any move- 
ment in North Carolina more than raids of devastation or attempts to 
retain there our troops in idleness. I hope you will be able to frustrate 
and punish all such efforts. 

I am very much in need of cavalry, and if you can spare another reg- 
iment, as you suggest, I will be much obliged to you to order it to repair 
to Orange Court-House and report to General Stuart. I am told there 
is aregiment on the Blackwater, whose horses are in good condition, 
which, if you could replace by another, it might be well to send. 

If you require General Robertson to command or organize the cavalry 
in your department I will return him to you. 


I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
Rk. BE. LEE, 


General. 


NAVAL COMMANDANT’S OFFICE, 
Wilmington, N. C., May 25, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General LONGSTREET, 
Commanding Military Department, Petersburg, Va.: rs 
GENERAL: L have:serious misgivings as to the safety of the gunboat 
; ° ri . ° zi x, ‘ e k 
and floating battery building near Scotland Neck, upon the Roanoke. 
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Unless there be a cavalry force on the left bank to give notice of | 
enemy’s approach, by a sudden raid across from Winston, our work ca 
be destroyed by a night’s raid, thus crushing all our hopes of repossess- 
ing Albemarle Sound. - } 
It is not for me to suggest any course to you, who are so much better _ 
qualified to determine what should be done, and I simply express my 
anxiety for the vessels, upon which we are working with all possible 
rapidity, and ask you to protect them, for I have not men sufficient to 
compose the crew of the iron-clad almost completed here. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 
W. F. LYNCH, 


Flag-Oficer, Commanding Naval Defenses, North Carolina. 


{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS, June 7, 1863. 
Respectfully referred to Major-General Hill. 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tieutenant- General. 


Ve 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

P May 26, 1863. 

His Excellency ZEBULON B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh : 


GovERNOR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 21st instant, with its inclosures, for which I return you my 
thanks. ‘ test 

I think the course pursued by you with reference to the letter of Mont- 
gomery, in withholding it trom publication, judicious and proper. Lwould 
suggest that measures be taken to advise all the State authorities and 
military commanders privately of the proposed insurrection, in order 
that they may be upon their guard and take the necessary precautions 
to prevent the movement and protect public and other property. 

1 thank you for the copy of the order showing the regiments of nine 
months’ men that go out of service, and hope your adjutant-general - 
may succeed in ascertaining the number of regiments in the Depart- 
ment of North Carolina. The information would be useful and I should 
like to have it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
kh, E. LEER, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
‘ May 26, 1863. 

The Hon. SECRETARY oF War: a 
Str: [ have the honor to inclose to you a copy of a letter forwarded 
to me on the 21st instant by His Excellency Governor Vance, of North 
Carolina.* Governor Vance states that it is a copy of an original letter 
addressed to General Foster, and recently takén in a Federal mail cap- 
tured by some of our troops in the State service. The Governor also 
says that he has not Siven publicity to the letter, a course which I have 
advised him that I consider prudent and judicious, I have suggested 


eit! 


* See inclosure to Vanco’s letter, p. 1068, 


: 


‘ 
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to Governor Vance to cause the State and military authorities to be 


confidentially advised of the proposed movement, that proper precau- 


tionary measures may be adopted. Without knowing anything of the 
letter or the writer, further than may be inferred from the apparent in- 
dications of the connection of the latter either with those in authority 
or with others who have united to carry out this diabolical project, I 
deem ib my duty to lay the matter before you for such action as you 
may see fit to take in the premises. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


R. E. LEE, 
General. 
5 oO 
GENERAL ak, Hpqrs. DEPT. oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
No. 20. Goldsborough, May 26, 1863. 


The department commander announces the well-known fact of the 


death of the great and good Jackson, not merely in order to pay a trib- 


ute to the illustrious dead, but also to incite the troops to imitate his 
example. His name has been identified with almost all the great battles 
of the war, and his genius and courage have been the chief elements in 
Southern success and Yankee discomfiture. The eagle glance and iron 
will of the great commander were happily united in him with the patient, 
uncomplaining endurance of the common soldier. 

His wonderful battles have contributed largely to our independence, 
and his great fame has shed a halo of glory over his beloved South. 
But his virtues as a man will be as fondly remembered by his country- 
men as the brilliant deeds of his military career. He has taught us 
that he who most fears God the least fears man; that the most exalted 
courage may be associated with the modesty of the shrinking girl; that 
the lips which were never defiled with ribaldry and profanity could 
cheer on most loudly amidst the roar of cannon and the clash of arms. 
His whole life was a rebuke to.the intriguing, the selfish, the cowardly, 
the vulgar, and the profane. 

The pure man will be loved as mutch as the heroic soldier will be ad- 
mired in the future ages of the republic. 

Let us drop our laurel upon his bier, but remember that we may best 
honor him by striving day and night, and with his unwavering trust in 
God, to secure the independence for which he gave his life. 

D. H. HILL, 
Major-General. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, N. C., May 27, 1863. 
Major-General WHITING: 

GENERAL: Ransom has been ordered to Virginia. His first regiment 
leaves to-day. This makes us very weak. The mail captured by the 
guerrillas showed the astonishing fact that there are thirty-one regi- 
ments at New Berne, and that instead of sending off they have been 
receiving troops.. Nine regiments are there mentioned which were not 
in my original list and of which I have never seen any mention in their 
papers, Take care that we are not all bagged some of these days. 

Jones, the great brigand, was really killed in my chase of him the 
other day. He was a bold, dangerous, bad man., His work has been 
that of the Comanche. ; 

_ Lam afraid that our scouts knew nothing of the strength of the Yan- 
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kees ; they have been relying entirely upon what the citizens tell them, 
and now that the blockade is strict they know nothing. I hope that 
your works are strong on Sound and Holly Stretch road. 

Direct to Petersburg. 


Very respectfully, D. H. HILL 
A ’ 


Major-General. 


- HEADQUARTERS, 
. Goldsborough, N. O., May 24, 1863. 
[General A. H. CoLQuiTt:] 


*« GENERAL: This will be handed you by Major Nethercutt, who has a 
battalion of Partisan Rangers on the Upper Trent road. 

General Ransom is leaving at a very unfortunate time, as the Yankees 
are certainly in large force at New Berne, and neither you nor Cooke 
know the country. 

You will find Major Nethercutt a very trustful, reliable, and worthy 
man. He is thoroughly posted in regard to the country. Major Nether- 
cutt has about 500 men. Capt. C. G. Wright is there with a battalion of 
300 men. Maj. J.N. Whitford is at Coward’s Bridge with some 400 men. 
He should be ordered up in ease of an advance upon Kinston. You 
can thus bring into battle upward of 5,000 men. General Martin is at 
Greenville with two regiments and could be sent for in case anything 
serious should occur. He is your senior, and after General Ransom has 
left he will be in charge of this State. Telegraph to me promptly at 
Petersburg should there be a serious movement. 

Do not attempt to fight farther out than the Southwest. You can 
whip any force upon the Neuse and Lower Trent road; but should the 
Yankees swing round on the upper road—the Upper Trent and Wil- 
mington road—you may cross over to attack their rear or fall back across 
ate aver. It will never do to fight in the earthworks just over the 

ridge. 

Have the new bridge finished rapidly ; clear away all the trees on the 
other side for at least 500 yards and have strong batteries and rifle-pits 
to protect the bridge. After you have finished the bridge the old 
bridge could be destroyed in case of an advance. Those silly works 
near the bridge on the other side could then be destroyed, as the Yankees 
would use them as batteries against the town. 

I hope that you may have great success in your new field. Study the — 
roads and country rapidly. 

With great respect, 
D. H. HILL, 
Major-General. 


GoLDsBorouGH, N. 0., May 27, 1863. 
Geveral R. EB, LEE, Commanding Army: 

GENERAL: I wrote to you two days ago that the information through 
the captured mail showed that there were thirty-one regiments in New 
Berne and possibly six more, as six others, not mentioned in the letters 
were known to be there before the battle of Chancellorsville. I received 
your order last night to remove Ransom. My transportation is very 
limited, and it will take three days to get him off. I hope that you will 
replace Kansom by one of the shattered brigades, else the railroad can 
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_ be cut and possibly Wilmington be taken. The removal ot Ransom [ 

regard as hazardous at this time unless you inove soon. , I go on to-day 

to Petersburg to be provost-marshal there. 

_ __As soon as I know where Brigadier-General Jenkins is I will order 

him to join General Pickett. 
With great respect, 


Eee 


D. H. HILL, 
Major-General. 


__P. S.—I have sent you about 9,500 on paper, possibly 8,000 effectives, 
if the partisan cavalry can be called effectives. I have received in 
~ return about 1,500 effective men, really good and true. 
: Tam much obliged to you for the offer of Brigadier-General Robertson 


but he has been once in this department. : 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
May 28, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hix1, 
Commanding, &e., Kinston, N. C.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 25th instant is received. I regret to 
hear of the occurrence reported by you, and fear that the regiment 
allowed itself to be surprised. I am gratified, however, that you drove 
the enemy back so promptly to his intrenchments and did all in your 
power to retrieve the disaster. 

With reference to the Federal force in North Carolina, I have ob- 
served that the department has been divided into three districts, a list 
of which, with.the names of the commanders, I inclose. The name of 
General Foster'is not mentioned. He may still command the depart- 
ment or he may have been withdrawn. Iam at a loss to account for 
the troops that have appeared at West Point, unless they came from 
North Carolina; I do not think they were taken from the Army of the 
Potomac. All the information received indicates that none have gone 
down the Potomac. On the contrary, troops have been reported com- 
ing up the river, and Hooker has received re-enforcements since the 
late battles. I supposed that the troops at West Point might have 
come from North Carolina and that General Foster may be in command 
or that he will be. The division of the department into districts would 
indicate that active operations on an extensive scale were not contem- 
plated, but rather the occupancy of the country. 

I think your view with regard to the letters correct, and that the 
writers addressed them to their correspondents in ignorance of their 
having left North Carolina, a fact that would of course be withheld as 
long as possible from the knowledge of the public. 

My letter of the 25th instant will have already apprised you that I 
desire Jenkins to be ordered to rejoin his division at once at Hanover 
Junction, and Ransom to proceed to Richmond, where he will receive 
further orders through General Elzey, if it be necessary. The same let- 
ter will have advised you that you can retain General Cooke for the 
present, until you have better ascertained the enemy’s intentions and 
made the best provision for the defense of your department. 

When General Longstreet left the south side of the James a consid- 
erable amount of transportation remained, from which Colonel Corley 
has directed Colquitt’s brigade to be supplied. I thought this better 
than to send the transportation he left here, as the distance is great. 
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I inclose you a statement of the artillery on the Blackwater and near 
Petersburg.* The heavy batteries of Dabney and Smoot are intended 
to operate on the rivers and are best for that purpose. I wish you to” 
send me a report of the field batteries in nee: pid yc and would be — 
gle ; other you have any surplus of good ones. 
glad to know whether y y surp g 2s LER, 

General. 


——__— 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. BS. A., 
Richmond, Va., May 28, 1865. | 
Maj. Gen. D. H. H1Lu, Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL: Your letter of to-day has been just sent me by the Adju- 
tant-General, and I learn with some surprise that both Ransom’s brigade 
and that of General Jenkins have been ordered from your department 
to join General Lee. I received on yesterday a telegram from General 
Lee, recommending that Cooke’s brigade should be ordered to this city, 
and suggesting that in case of need General Beaurégard should re-en- 
force you. On conference with the President, to whom this telegram 
was exhibited, it was resolved before giving a positive order for such 
movement to consult you as to its effect on the safety of your command. 
General Lee must have concluded this recommendation had not been 

complied with when he ordered up Ransom’s and Jenkins’. From your 
exhibition of the forces of the enemy in North Carolina I am of the same 
opinion with yourself, that with a knowledge of the facts both brigades 
would not have been ordered from you. The best plan will be, as you 
have started Ransom’s brigade, to send that on and retain both Jen- 
kins’ and Cooke’s, at least until further communication can be had with — 
‘General Lee and his counsel taken on the new aspect presented by 
your statement of the enemy’s forces in North Carolina. 

General Lee evidently supposes that the forces of the enemy have 
been largely withdrawn from both North Carolina and Suffolk and — 
have been concentrated on the Rappahannock and at West Point. He 
states in his telegram that Foster has been withdrawn, and he presumes 
with his force has been sent to one or other of the last-named points. 
It will certainly be better that he should have fuller information before 
you carry out his instructions fully. 

With high esteem, very respectfully, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


e 
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE CAPE FEAR, 
Wilmington, May 28, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hit, 
Commanding, de., Petersburg : 


GENERAL: I have your letter, and don’t like the news either of Ran- 
som’s departure or the force of the enemy. What can we do? Oooke 
cannot defend Kinston by himself and I cannot aid him. I should find 
hard work to hold Wilmington by my force, and he cannot aid me. I 
don’t think Beauregard can help me now. Do try and get some troops 
down here. They will surely make a raid on the railroad as soon as 
they learn you are gone, and the scoundrels hear almost everything. 


=: 


*Not found. 
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_ The Governor is calling back his negroes, which troubles me greatly. 
You know I am not yet ready and have not yet guns enough. The labor 
of the past two months has been immense. . 

Very respectfully, ¢ 
‘W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. ° 


SPECIAL ORDERS, es AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 127. Richmond, Va., May 28, 1863. 


* * * * e * * 


II. The Department of North Carolina will hereafter include the De- 
partment of Southern Virginia as far north as to embrace the city of 
Petersburg and its environs, and including the Appomattox River. All 
the troops within this department, thus extended, will be under the 
command of Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill. The arrangements for the parole ‘ 
and exchange of prisoners by the Appomattox River will, as heretofore, 
be under the control of the agent for exchange (Colonel Ould), and the 
disposal of the prisoners, after paroled or exchanged, will be directed 
by the orders of Brig. Gen. [J. H.] Winder, commanding the Depart- 


ment of Henrico. 
Ill. Maj. Gen. S. G. French is relieved from the Department of 


Southern Virginia, and will proceed without delay to Mississippi, where 
he will report for duty to Gen. Joseph E. Johnston. 
* * * * * * *% 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


RicHmMoND, May 29, 1863. 
General R. EH. LEE, fredericksburg, Va, : 

GENERAL: Hill says he has reported to you as to condition in North 
Carolina. 

To withdraw Ransom’s, Cooke’s, and Jenkins’ brigades is to abandon 
the country to the enemy, if last information be correct. 

Jenkins’ brigade was exchanged for the one which had previously 
guarded the approach across the Blackwater, and which is understood 
to have gone up with General Pickett. 

Ransom has been promoted, to relieve General French, ordered to 
Mississippi 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Richumonp, VA., May 30, 1863. 
His Excellency ZEBULON B. VANCE: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 21st instant, conveying a copy of a letter captured from the enemy, 
in which a plan is proposed to General Foster for a general insurrec- 
tion of the slaves on the night of August 1, to destroy railroad bridges, 
&c. Please accept my thanks for the information conveyed. The mat- 
ter has been referred to the special attention of the Secretary of War, 
who will communicate a warning to generals commanding armies in the 


field. | 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


e 
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CONFIDENTIAL. | HEADQUARTERS, | 


i, A 
Fredericksburg, May 30, 1363. _ 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVI§: 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope you received my reply to your dispatch of 


. yesterday. ky F ; 
When in Richmond I gave General D. H. Hill discretionary instrue- 
tions, stating my belief that the contest of the summer would take place 


+} 


in Virginia, to apportion his force to the strength of the enemy, and send — 


me every man he could spare. He declined to att under those instruc- 
tions and requested positive instructions. He now offers objections 
which if previously presented I should not have issued the latter. You 
~ will see that I am unable to operate under these circumstances, and re- 
quest to be relieved from any control of the department from the J ames 
to the Cape Fear River. I have for nearly a month been endeavoring 


to get this army in a condition to move to anticipate an expected blow — 


‘from the enemy. I fear I shall have to receive it here at a disadvantage 
or to retreat. The enemy will either make a combined movement to 
force me back or transfer his army to the James River. If I was stronger 
I think I could prevent either and force him back. 

You will perceive by the return of the 20th, forwarded to the Adjutant 
and Inspector General, the effective strength of the army. If I could use 
it altogether or had only to oppose General Hooker’s army I should be 
content. . But my wish has been to organize a force to defend Richmond 


against the army apparently collecting on the York River. I can get — 


no positive information as to its strength. I have no knowledge of the 
scouts sent in that direction. General Longstreet when on the Black- 
water sent a person to Washington. He could get no farther than 
Baltimore. No one but the military was allowed on the ears from 
Baltimore to Washington. He said while in Baltimore troops were con- 
stantly passing to Washington, said to be Mitchel’s, from the West, 
going to General Hooker. At Old Point, on his return, he saw some of 
loster’s troops, and was informed that Generals Dix, Keyes, and Foster 
were at West Point. There were only three companies at Fort Monroe. 

I receive this information with some allowance, but it may be taken 
as evidence that troops are being thrown into Virginia. 

I only directed Ransom’s brigade to be sent to Richmond; Jenkins’ 
to Hanover Junction; Cooke’s to wait till movements of the enemy could 
be further ascertained. 1a 

General Longstreet says Pickett has no brigade in the place of Jen- 
kins. He had temporarily a brigade formed of two regiments from 
General Sam. Jones and two from General Marshall. It was first under 
Pryor and afterward under Colston. Three of the regiments were sent 
back to the West; one is still in Petersburg, or rather one that was ex- 
changed for it. 

This army has been diminished since last fall by the brigades of Jen- 
kins, Ransom, Cooke, and Evans. It has been increased by Pettigrew’s. 
I consider Colquitt’s exchanged for Daniel’s. General Hill has retained 
in North Carolina a regiment from Pettigrew and Daniel. General 
Hooker’s army, as far as I can form an opinion, has been increased. 

I have given Your Excellency all the facts in my possession to enable 
you to form an opinion as to what is best to be done. I fear the time 
has passed when I could have taken the offensive with advan tage. From 
the indications that reach me, the enem y is contemplating another move- 
ment. I have not discovered whatit is. There may be nothine left for 
me to do but fall back, General Hill has in North Carolina Jenkins’, 


« 


Char. XXX.]  =CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 1079 


Davis’, Cooke’s, Ransom’s, Clingman’s, and Martin’s brigades, a large 
amount of field artillery, and three regiments of cavairy; one of the 
latter, in addition to the two sent, he has offered to send ine. I have 
directed him to suspend the execution of the orders from me and await 
orders from the Adjutant and Inspector General. 
Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


a f 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
May 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hit1, 
Commanding Department South of James: 


GENERAL: Your letter of May 27 has been received. I telegraphed 
to you this morning to suspend the execution of my order of the 25th 
instant. The President will give you such orders as he may see fit. I 
know nothing of the force in your front, but I attach no importance to 
the estimate of the enemy’s forces in New Berne based on the captured 
mail. These letters only go to show that the writers thought these reg- 
iments were in New Berne at the time they wrote. 

One of Longstreet’s scouts, in whom he places some confidence, has 
just returned from Fortress Monroe. He reports some of Foster’s forces 
at that point, and that Foster, Dix, and Keyes are at Yorktown and 
West Point. 4 

From the returns of Pettigrew’s and Daniel’s brigades the effective 

_foree of the two is 5,844. Two cavalry regiments give 1,068 effectives. 
Estimating the third regiment of cavalry at 500, this will give a total 
effective of 7,500 sent from your department. Each of the two brigades 
is reported to have left one regiment in North Carolina. 

Lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, , 

R. E. LEE, 

General. 


RicHmMonpD, May 30, 1863. 
General D. H. Hin, Petersburg, Va.: 

What force can you spaze to General Lee on the basis of his proposi- 
tion to you? Wasa regiment of Pettigrew’s and another of Daniel’s 
brigade left in your department? What became of the force on the 
Blackwater which was substituted by- Jenkins’ brigade? Did it join 
Pickett’s division and was it a brigade? 

S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


War DEPARTMENT, C.S. A., 
Richmond, May 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hiti, Commanding, &e.: 

GENERAL: I inclose you a copy of a confidential letter just received 
from General Lee.* You will perceive he anticipates a serious effort 
on the part of the enemy by a sudden inroad to possess themselves of 
Richmond, and urges timely preparation. This impression on General 
Lee’s part accounts in a measure for his orders for the removal of troops 


“* See Lee to Davis, p. 1078, 
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from North Carolina, for he had recommended a brigade, at least, to €. 


be held here. : ! 7. 
My latest intelligence from the Peninsula is that the force thereisnot _ 


very large and is thought either to be removing or to be concentrating 


at Yorktown. If the design of sudden attack on Richmond be really 


contemplated I think it not unlikely that instead of resorting to the 
Peninsula route, on which they have hitherto failed, a sudden advance 
from Suffolk by way of Petersburg may be preferred. It would bewell, 
therefore, that you should keep yourself as well advised as possible of | 
the movements of their troops in that direction, amd it might be advis- 
able, quietly but effectively, to accomplish such organization of the 
arm-bearing population remaining in that city as General Lee recom- 
mends here. I shall endeavor to carry out his suggestions in this city; 
but of course such force can be little relied on; and in view of the im- 
portance, in every point of view, of defending this city, I shall be com- 
pelled to have the aid of one of your brigades. That of Ransom’s, a part 
of which has already reached and been detained here, had better for 
the present be placed here or so near as to be in supporting distance 
in case of emergency. I must rely on you to make such dispositions as 
you deem judicious to render any other assistance in your power should 
it be needed, or at least to give timely notice of any hostile movements 
from the south side. Lincline myself to think the enemy have work 
enough before them on the Rappahannock to demand all their forces, and 
that such intimations as have reached General Lee are intended to mis- 
lead. Still, he is very cautious and judicious in formin g his conclusions, 
and his advice renders every precaution possible incumbent on us. 
_ With high esteem, very respectfully, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE CAPE FEAR, 
Wilmington, May 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hit, Commanding, &e., Petersburg : 

GENERAL: I will try to put a small force at Magnolia, though it 
pinches me. It cannot be possible that Cooke is to leave too. Ran- 
som’s going is hard, but to Strip the whole line in the face of the large 
force in front of ts is giving up the railroad. I hope you have repre- 
sented the condition of affairs, especially your discovery of the increase 
of force at New Berne. The Northern papers are full of accounts of the 
sending on all the North Carolina troops to General Lee, and urging 
Foster to attempt Wilmington, representin g that now is the time. No 
doubt the raseally blockade runners carry information also. Recollect 
that if they drive Colquitt from Kinston they will also take Goldsbor- 
ough, destroy the bridge once more, as they did before, and no aid can 
reach me. I can’t look for any from Beauregard, who has been depleted 
to all he can bear. Please to urge this. It seems to me that one of the 
small brigades of the Virginia army mi ght be spared. The risk of strip- 
ping this whole line is very great. I don’t understand Pemberton’s ar- 
rangement; never did; but still have great faith and much hope in 
Old Joe. It will be a dreadfub disaster to us if Vicksbure is lost 

Very truly, ii e: 
We BiG WHITING, 
Major-General. 
P. S.—The troops at Kinston, it seems to ine, ought to, if beaten back, 
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retreat this side the Neuse to make a junction with me. If the bridge 
is burned and they separated from me, I could not, should Foster turn 
his whole force upon me, hope to save the place, except by a miracle. 
However, you will judge of that. I have written to the Secretary. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, May 30, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, . 
Secretary of War, Richmond: 


_. Sir: Though the Department must be aware of the general danger 
to which this line is now exposed there are some considerations which 
I beg leave to urge without, I hope, impropriety. 

Major-General Hill informs me that he captured a mail from the en- 
emy by which it appears that he has in New Berne thirty-one regiments, 
an increase of nine over any previous estimates in our possession. A 
very moderate count will give between 12,000 and 15,000 men. Against 
this we have but two small brigades; that is, if General Cooke is under 
orders, and I understand he is. The danger which I anticipate is the 
destruction of the railroad at Goldsborough, as was done before. But 
on the previous occasion I was assisted by General Beauregard to such 
an extent that Wilmington was comparatively secure. Should this 
recur I cannot expect anything from General Beauregard, who has 
probably detached ali he can to the West. With the bridges down be- 
tween here and Petersburg I could not receive troops from above, and 
Foster would be at liberty to concentrate his whole force upon me by 
land. He would not need iron-clads, for I would not have force enough 
to man my works. The whole subject of the maneuvering and of the 
line of attack has been pointed out and discussed in many previous 
communications. I am now only pointing out the dangers that now 
threaten, in the hope that you may be able to provide some re-enforce- 
ment. 

All the Northern dates during this month contain advices of the 
stripping of this line to re-enforce General Lee, and urge Foster to 
make the attempt on Wilmington while in its present condition and 
before the sickly season sets in. My scouts in the front give me the 
same information. 

In view of the great responsibility which rests upon me I have felt it 
my duty to advise you of this state of things and what may possibly 
occur here. 

I have no doubt that in spite of all my precautions—much more strin- 
gent, as I am told, than anywhere else in the country—this miserable 
blockade running by private parties furnishes the enemy. with all the 
information they require. 

I respectfully urge the consideration of the above and its reference 
to the President. 

Very respectfully, 
W. H.C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 
{Indorsements. ] 1 


Respectfully referred to the President. Bes: 
It is feared serious hazard is run, but I see no mode to avoid it. 
Local organizations, which I will press, are the only resources at com- 


mand. 
J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


eo. § 
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SECRETARY OF WAR: : 

Is this not the same information which was before you when discuss- 
ing the distribution of troops with General Hill when he was last in this 
city? If the evidence of force at New Berne, &c., has not been sent to 


General Lee, it would be well to forward copies of these mes Ms 


JUNE 3, 1863. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 

Let copies of these letters be made out and sent with a letter to Gen- 
eral Lee, stating that at the suggestion of the President they are sent 
for his information and that his attention is respectfully agree’ them. 

Secretary. 


PETERSBURG, May 30, 1863. 
General S. COOPER: 

All five of Pettigrew’s regiments and battery have gone to him. Four 
regiments, a battalion, and battery of Daniel’s have been sent, leaving 
one regiment behind. I do not know what troops General Jenkins re- 
lieved. I could exchange Cooke’s for Ransom’s brigade. 

D. H. HILL, 
Major-General. 
RicumonpD, May 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILu, Petersburg, Va. : 

Let one of the regiments.come here and retain the other two at Pe- 
tersburg. ‘ 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, C. 8. A., 
| Richmond, Va., May 30, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, Commanding, &e. : 

DEAR GENERAL: You must have received my letter in answer to 
yours for subterra shells before this. I have instructed Major Cross in 
the use of both subterra shells and submarine mortar shells. The lat- 
ter, I think, you can get here already cast, and from sad experience at 
Charleston in accidentally sinking one of our own vessels, which negli- 
gently was suffered to drift upon one of the latter (she sunk intwenty .« 
seconds), no doubt can exist of their efficacy; and I learn this morning 
it was one of the same which sunk the enemy in Yazoo River. 

I wrote a book with drawings, &c., and gave it to the President. It 
caused him to enter with zest into the schemes, and behold I find my- 
self ousted from my position as superintendent of Bureau of Conscrip- 
tion and ordered to Vicksburg. I protested, knowing General John- 
ston’s opinion, but it was no go, and he ordered the Secretary of War 
to write the following : 


War DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 
Richmond, Va., May 27, 1863 
General Josmpn E, Jounston, Commanding : ; om 

GENERAL: Brig. Gen. G. J. Rains having been detailed for duty in connection with 
torpedoes and subterra shells, has been ordered to report to you. The President has ‘ 


me Bo) 
e - > 


psld aks 
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confidence in his inventions, and is desirous that they should be employed both on 


’ land and river, if opportunity offers, at Vicksburg and its vicinity. Should commu- 


nication allow, you are desired to send him there; but if otherwise, to employ him in 


his devices against the enemy where most assailable in that way elsewhere. All 


possible facilities and aid in the supply of men and material for the fair trial of his 
torpedoes and shells are requested on your part. Such means of offense against the 
enemy are approved and recognized by the Department as legitimate weapons of ~ 


‘warfare. 


With high esteem, very truly, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


- 


Adieu, my dear general. 
G. J. RAINS. 


P. S.—A requisition upon Lieut. Col. George W. Rains, at Augusta, 
Ga., will get whatever sensitive priming-tubes you want. Iwent there 
and instructed in their make, and they have been furnished Mobile, 
Savannah, Charleston, &c., by the thousand. 


i RicHMonD, May 31, 1863. 
General R. E. LEE, 
Commanding, &e., near Fredericksburg, Va. : 


GENERAL: Yours of the 30th was delivered to me last night. Before 
it was received General Cooper had sent a dispatch to General D. H. 
Hill, which opened the correspondence of which you will find copies* 
inclosed. 

I had never fairly comprehended your views and purposes until the 
receipt of your letter of yesterday, and now have to regret that I did not 
earlier know all that you had communicated to others. I could hardly 
have misunderstood you, and need not say would have been glad to 
second your wishes, confiding, as I always do, as well in your judgment 
as in your information. 

The reports in relation to the enemy at West Point are not, I fear, 
quite reliable; but in the uncertainty of the case it had appeared to me 
that it might be well to bring up a brigade of General Hill’s force and 
place it on the south side of James River sufficiently near to the pontoon 
bridge to be used in any operations which a movement of the enemy on 
the north side might require. The recommendation of General Hill in 
relation to Ransom’s brigade, though not quite the same, may answer 
the purpose, and I have confidence in the cordiality and alacrity with 


‘which Ransom would meet such requirement. General Hill having 


mentioned Cooke’s brigade as one which he is disposed to exchange, it 
seemed best to order it up and rely upon his supplying its place, at ; 
least partially, by the organization of the various guards and the bat- 

talion at Salisbury, which he had asked for authority to embody in his 
army. ‘To complete Heth’s division without creating complaint on the 
part of North Carolinians it seemed to me desirable that there should 
be but one North Carolina brigade init. To observe that condition we 
had to choose between Jenkins’ South Carolina brigade and Davis’, of 
Mississippi; as Jenkins had been commanding on the Blackwater and 
was supposed to be acquainted with the country, and Davis was tem- 
porarily absent, it was thought for that and minor reasons better to 
detach Davis’ brigade. If General Hill’s force should prove inade- 
quate as the season advances we should be able to draw further from 
the troops in South Carolina and Georgia. Mr. Seddon, however, 
thinks nothing more is to be obtained there. You will perceive that 
no destination is given by the Adjutant-General to the brigades drawn 


: * Not found. 


1084 NORTH CAROLINA AND §. E. VIRGINTA. (Guay, XXX. 


from General Hill. Please send your orders to this place, so that the , 


troops may be moved in conformity to your wishes. _ at 

By the proposed arrangement you will have lost, without, receiving 
anything in exchange, the brigade of Kvans’, as, being able to get no 
. trace of the troops for which Jenkins’ brigade was reported to have 
been exchanged, I can only wonder as to what constituted the command 
on the Blackwater before the troops from Western Virginia went there. 
From the account which General Hill gave of a part of his cavalry, I do 
not think you would be benefited by receiving that which he proposes 
to send you. He asked for and received conditional authority to dis- 
mount a portion of that force. 

I note your request to be relieved of the command of the troops be- 
tween the James River and the Cape Fear. This is one of the few in- 
stances in which I have found my thoughts running in the opposite 
direction from your own. It has several times occurred to me that it 
would be better for you to control all the operations of the Atlantic 
slope, and I must ask you to reconsider the matter. I wish, I knew how 
to relieve you from all anxiety concerning movements on the York or 
James River against Richmond while you are moving toward the north 
and west; but even if you could spare troops for the purpose, on whom 
could you devolve the command with that feeling of security which 
would be necessary for the full execution of your designs? I readily 
perceive the disadvantage of standing still, and sorely regret that I can- 
not give you the means which would make it quite safe to attempt all 
that we desire. That any advantage should have been lost by delay is 
sad enough where the contest at best was so very unequal as to give little 
room for the exercise of what General Charles Lee called “that rascally 
virtue,” prudence. I do not know. what success we shall have in organi- 
zations for local defense, but should it be all that I can hope you know 
how far our army will still fall short of the numerical strength of the 
enemy. Missouri, Kentucky, the most populous portions of Tennessee 
and Louisiana, are contributing nothing to recruit our army. If General 
Kirby Smith should have success on the west side of the river he will 
soon have a large force by volunteers from Missouri and Southern Louis. 
iana, General Johnston did not, as you thought advisable, attack Grant 
promptly, and I fear the result is that which you anticipated if time was 
given. ‘The last intelligence indicates that Grant’s army is concen- 
trating on the Yazoo, where he connects with his gunboats and river 
transportation and threatens the line of communication between Jack- 
son and Vicksburg. The position, naturally strong, may soon be in- 
trenched, and, with the heavy guns which he ean bring by water, will 

‘require to be reduced by some other means than a direct attack. It is 
useless to look back, and it would be unkind to annoy you in the midst 
of your many cares with the reflections which I have not been able to 
avoid. All the accounts we have of Pemberton’s conduct fully sustain 
the good opinion heretofore entertained of him, and I hope has secured 
for him that confidence of his troops which is so essential to success 

Very respectfully, and truly, your friend, if 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


RICHMO 
General D. H. Hixr, MOND, May 31, 1863. 


Comdg. Department of North Carolina, Petersburg, Va.: 
GENERAL: I have received your dispatch and letter both, dated 30th 
instant. It has been determined that Major-General Ransom be put in 
command of the district of your department which includes the Appo- 
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mattox and Blackwater, and that his force consists of his former bri- 
gade and Jenkins’ brigade; Davis’ and Cooke’s brigades to be detached 
from your department and directed to report to General Lee. This 
arrangement will take place with least practicable delay, and you will 
give the necessary orders. The two regiments of Ransom’s old brigade 
now here will be directed to report to you at Petersburg for your in- 
structions. It is believed and hoped that, as this arrangement will 
leave you five brigades and three regiments of cavalry and such addi- 
tional force as you will be able to get from the bridge and: provost-. 
marshal guards and the guard of prisoners at Salisbury, your force 
will be equal to the wants of the service in your department. Should 
the enemy move up from South Carolina you can in that event be re- 


enforced from that quarter. 


Very respectfully, &., 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Kinston, May 31, 1863. 
General D. H. Hit, Commanding: 

GENERAL: There is nothing of special interest to communicate. My 
time since my arrival has been spent upon the roads, and I hope to be 
thoroughly acquainted with the country soon. 

The line of defense along the Southwest is too long as a fighting line 
for this small force. Regiments scattered at the different crossings 
could not be readily concentrated. On the Neuse and Dover roads we 
could resist successfully the enemy’s advance, but men could not be 
spared for the other roads. If the enemy should advance upon either 
of the other roads—that is, the Upper Trent and Wilmington—do you 
not think it would be hazarding too much if we should cross over to 
assail him in rear without having a force sufficient to check him in 
front? If we should whip him it would of course cure any imperfections 
in the plan; but if in the chances of war it should be otherwise the 
result might be disastrous. Whatever your skill and experience may 
suggest as the best course I shall endeavor to execute with all my 
power, and I trust you will give me your views in full and specifically. 

The new bridge will be completed in a day or two. Details are at 
work on the batteries and rifle-pits. Other details will be made to cut 
the roads and fell the timber as soon as the engineer is ready for them. 
When the work is done I think the town can be held against a much 
superior force. From the most reliable information that I have received 
I think that the force in New Berne does not exceed 7,000 or 8,000 
effective men. None of the regiments there have yet gone out of serv- 
ice. Major Whitford has sent in 10 Yankees captured and 3 deserters. 
As he desired to see you on business I have consented that he conduct 
them to you. 

If nothing more important demands my attention I shall keep enter- 
prises on foot to destroy the railroad bridge or damage the road between 
New Berne and Morehead City, and other things that may be harass- 
ing and troublesome. 

For the sake of the country and for my own character I trust that 
no disaster or unpleasant circumstance will occur in this hitherto unfor- 
tunate section while the responsibility rests upon my shoulders. You 
may rest assured that I will exert myself to prevent it. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, ; 
A. H. COLQUITT, 
Brigadier- General, 
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Abstract from Monthly Return of the Department of North Carolina, Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, 
commanding, for May 31, 1863 (headquarters Petersburg, Va.). 


ey 1 lee lara tek 
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District of the Cape Fear: ; 

OTMANENE LOCO). cas one cnew we eseves nena as 153 | 2,504) 2,587) 3,450] 3,984 |._.... 3, 746 
Clingman’s brigade . - 120 | ' 2,085 | 2,105 | ~2,551 | 3,828 |.-._-.|.-22 ee. 
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Ransour’s brigade}. 5.72. cnseseseeee ee ones 182 | 2,885| 2,897 | 3,274] 4,019 6 4,164 
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Unattached infantry || ...--.----..+-.-.--..--- 109 | 9 .4,.452)[ 1,452) UG46) 2 Gas esl os ee 
Field artillery outside of the District of the 

Cano Near Yimou wetid coun se eee cecekccec od 68 | 1,451 | 1,463 | 1,678} 1,951 BG Mets ten oo 
CAV ANE oe ea Sie mann vec dacceeaseweawe acedaae 70 920 940 | 1,188 | 1,575 Mh Ee 
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*June 12. Cooke's brigade has joined the Army of Northern Virginia since May 31. Includes 


battery attached. 


tIncludes infantry of Martin’s brigade and not Sixty-second Georgia Cavalry. 


{Includes battery attached; 149 captured. 


dune 12. Davis’ brigade has joined the Army of Northern Virginia since date of return. 
| Consists of two partisan battalions, provost and prison guards, and garrison at Fort Powhatan. 
June 12. One of these batteries moved to Richmond since date of report. 


Abstract from Field Return of troops, Department of Richmond, Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey 
commanding, for May 31, 1863. 
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HEADQUARTERS FoRCES on BLACKWATER, 
June 1, 1863. 


Maj. GRAHAM DAVES, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


_MAsor: I have the honor to report everything quiet. There are in- 
dications that the enemy contemplate withdrawing from Suffolk. 


reported that they are fortifying a line with ¢ 


It is 


he left on Deep Creek, 


some 6 or 7 miles this side of Portsmouth, and have been removing their 


ted 
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heavy guns, &c., from Suffolk to that point. Also that they are sending 
away valuables, &c. 
The scouts report that a brigade was sent away in transports some 
five days ago. The Yankee soldiers thought they were going to join 
' Hooker. 
I hope to obtain more definite information in a few days. 
I am, major, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
M. JENKINS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS MARTIN’S BRIGADE, 
: Greenville, June 1, 1863. 
Maj. ARCHER ANDERSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Petersburg, Va. : 


MAJOR: Colonel Martin writes to me that he has received informa- 
tion from a gentleman just arrived from Edenton, N. C., that a cavalry 
expedition is being fitted out at that place, destination unknown, and 
that all communication from there to Plymouth has been cut off. His 
informant is a trustworthy man. 

Colonel Martin further reports the enemy still fortifying at Plymouth. 

General Wessells’ full brigade there, supposed to be 2,500 men. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
J. G. MARTIN, 
Brigadier- General. 


GREENVILLE, N. C., June 1, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hi, Petersburg, Va. : 


GENERAL: Since writing to you this morning I have heard through 
a person employed to collect information from the people on this river 
the following : 

On Friday last one steamer loaded with troops came up the river to 
Washington; on Saturday two, also with troops; one of these was 
Foster’s boat. During the nights of Friday and Saturday several boats 
went down the river; no troops seen. The general impression made on 
the people on the river was that they were changing troops. Some of 
them, however, thought the enemy was re-enforcing preparatory to a 
raid. He has been very strict for several days in not allowing any 
communication with Washington. 

I am inclined to the opinion that he is organizing a formidable force 
at Edenton with a view to Weldon, from Colerain or Winton, on the 
Chowan. The Colerain route to Weldon has always been considered 
by our people the most dangerous one to us the enemy could take to 
approach Weldon. 

I have yet heard nothing of the movement of Moore’s battery or Neth- 
ercutt’s battalion. Have they been ordered to Bertie? 

I think the best disposition to make of Colonel Griffin would be to 
place him in command of all the troops beyond the Roanoke. Could 
the company of his regiment now at Franklin be sent to him in Bertie 
or Hertford ? 

Please let me know if you intended that I should act on the applica- 
tions for leave of officers. I supposed so, from several being returned 
to me without indorsement. 

I understand General Ransom bas left the State. 

Did you intend by your letters to me that I should assume command 


‘ 
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of all outside the District of Cape Fear, or will you give an order tO 
that effect? In either case please. designate the place you prefer for 
headquarters. ‘ 

I have heard nothing from General Ransom since you left. 

Communicate with me by mail at Tarborough, where a line of couriers q 
meets the mail. By telegraph I should hear sooner from Goldsborough, _ 
unless it is just in time at Rocky Mount for the Tarborough train, at 7 
o’clock in the evening. 

1 am, general, yours, with respect, 
J. G. MARTIN, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
June 2, 1863. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAvIs, 
President of the Confederate States, Richmond, Va.: 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I have had the honor to receive yesterday. your 
letter of the 31st ultimo. 

I am well aware of the difficulties pressing upon all parts of the coun- 
try and of your great anxiety to relieve them. The question which 
Seems always to be presented is a wise choice of difficulties. 

I think Cooke’s brigade had better be halted on the Chickahominy 
for the present, and Davis’ brigade sent forward to this place to com- 
plete Heth’s division. I regret to lose Ransom and J enkins, both good 
and tried officers, with veteran troops. As well as I now recollect, Pet- 
tigrew’s brigade was on the line of the Blackwater when the regiments 
from the West were brigaded there under Pryor. 

Upon the arrival of Genéral Longstreet he made some changes, de- 
taching Jenkins, in whom he had confidence, from Pickett’s division, in 
_order to place him in command. The Western brigade was placed sub- 
sequently under General Colston, and afterward the brigade was broken 
up and the regiments sent back to Generals Jones and Marshall. 

I do not know the condition of the cavalry proposed by General 
Hill to be sent to this army. He offered a regiment and I accepted it, 
but if it is of the character described by you it had better be retained. 
I understand there is a good regiment on the Blackwater as regards 
men and horses, but it is at present in an unfortunate condition on. ae- 
count of a difficulty between the colonel and otlicers. Tf that could be 
reconciled they would be very serviceable. 

[ think it would be better if General Robertson were in command of 
the cavalry within the State, as he is a good organizer and instructor, 
but General Hill does not appear to require him. I would then brigade 
the North Carolina regiments in this army, under Colonel Baker from 
that State, who is said to be a good officer. 

I requested to be relieved from command of the troops between the 
James and the Cape Fear Rivers because I did not see that I could 
advantageously exercise it, but, on the contrary, to continue in it mi ght 
be productive of harm. I could only exercise it beneficially by relying 
ep the sane ek of General D. H. Hill, who declined to act upon dis. 

at a ‘ N Pe ee ee . . 
his own discretion, Tho only object of octane ee eave hin to 
benefit of the service,. Ratt / oS Nei 
_ Lhope the forces we can place near Richmond will be able to secure 
it against attack from the York or James River. The local troops of the 

; woke ps of the 
city should be organized promptly and be kept in readiness for service 
at anymoment, With Cooke and Wise advanced, the one to the north 
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and the other to the east, under Elzey, we will have a sufficient out- 
guard, and for the present I will leave Pickett and Pettigrew at the 
Junction. If I am able to move I propose to do so cautiously, watching 
the result, and not to get beyond recall until I find it safe. 

If a brigade of cavalry under a good officer could be placed north and 
east of the city to repress the marauding expeditions of the enemy and 
prevent reconnaissances, I should feel it was safe. In case of emer- 
gency I think General Hill’s troops could be brought up from North 
Carolina and be replaced there by some from General Beauregard. 

I still hope that General Johnston will be able to demolish Grant, and 
that our command of the Mississippi may be preserved. The enemy may 
be drawing to the Yazoo for the purpose of reaching their transports and 
retiring from the contest, which I hope is the case. General Kirby 
Smith ought, if possible, to collect a sufficient force and occupy Helena 
or some better point on the west bank of the river. 

As far as I can ascertain the enemy seems to be quiet in Western Vir- 
ginia and the troops of General Sam. Jones are idle. They could also be. 
brought to Richmond or to Eastern Virginia if occasion require it. 

Lam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LER, 
General. 


GREENVILLE, N. C., Tuesday, June 2, 1863—a. m. 
Major-General H1Lu, Petersburg : 


GENERAL: I received this morning yours of the 31st. Colonel Griffin 
is now in Bertie looking after his picket posts. I will send for him at 
once and hope to have him ready to march promptly. Please recollect 
that this will leave me entirely without cavalry. 

No negro laborers have yet reported. A company of the Seventeenth: 
is still out for deserters. Would it not be better to return Captain . 
MacRae to the camp of instruction, to be used for this purpose, and the 

‘company of the Seventeenth take his place at Weldon? 

There have been a good many desertions from the Forty-second. 
The deserters of that regiment to be shot are here. Shall I send to: 
Richmond to the penitentiary the men so sentenced or to Fort Caswell? 
I think I could manage the Conscript Bureau, but I did not report my- 
self incapable of field service. I can and am willing to stand the in- 
creased suffering if it is necessary and whenever necessary. 

Very truly, yours, 
J. G. MARTIN, 
Brigadier- General. 


GREENVILLE, June 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. HILL, 
Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and N. Carolina, Petersburg, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 29th of May came here to-day by the 
mail about 2 o’clock. I have persons employed trying to get informa- 
tion of the enemy’s force and movements in and about Washington and’ 
Plymouth. As yet no decided success has resulted. 

The horses taken by Griffin and Claiborne were ordered to be returned 
some days since. I have not heard how many, if any, they now have. 
I think, however, I can make the arrangement you suggest about using 
infantry as couriers, &c., in place of Griffin’s men. ; 

Colonel Griffin has been spoken to once about answering your letter; 
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i é repared an answer which he would soon send, but it 
ene coat Teeiote you this morning that he was now in Bertie. 3 
You said nothing about Moore’s battery. What is to be done with 
Griffin’s artillery company? It seems to me a dead waste of horses to 

put an artillery company in one of our regiments of cavalry. : 
Reports in town to-day trom the country people on the other side of 
the river that the enemy is reducing his force in Washington. No fact 
ntioned showing this to be the case. 
pie of the men eo toward Plymouth reported te Colonel Martin to- 
day that only three regiments remain in and near Plymouth—Kighty- 
eighth Pennsylvania and Ninty-sixth and One hundred and third New 
York. The Ninty-sixth is at Warren’s Neck, still intrenching there, and 
also immediately around the town. It may be necessary for me to keep 
one company of Griffin’s regiment for some days, whilst I am making the 
arrangement for the infantry to take their places as cavalry or couriers. 
I have sent parties out on the Chowan to try to find out something of 
.what is going on there. Will keep you informed of everything I hear. 
I am, general, very truly, yours, 
J. G MARTIN, 
Brigadier-General. 


The enemy is evidently increasing his intrenchments at Washington 
as well as Plymouth. ILinfer from this he intends to reduce his force. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, C.S. A., 
Richmond, June 2, 1863. 
General R. E. LEE, Near Fredericksburg : : 

Reliable intelligence informs that the enemy have evacuated West 
Point, and probably to a great extent Yorktown and Gloucester Point, 
and are marching in a column of 2,000 or 3,000 men on both sides of 
the Piankatank northwest. This may be meant to cover some move- 
ment of Hooker to the Lower Rappahannock, and across or up the 
Piankatank, or it may be a mere diversion. You can best judge. I 
telegraph the above to the commander at Hanover Junction for his 
information. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, 
Taylorsville, June 2, 1863. 
Maj. Gen. ARNOLD ELzEy, Commanding, &c., Richmond : 

GENERAL: I received last night about 12 o’clock a telegram addressed ‘< 
to the commanding officer at Hanover Junction and from the Secretary 
of War, to the effect that a strong cavalry force of the enemy was re- 
ported upon reliable authority advancing up King and Queen County, 
and to guard the railroad bridges over the Mattapony. This being 
_more in General Pettigrew’s line, and he being under your command, at 

least so considered by me, I immediately sent a staff officer to com- 
municate with him. He placed little or no credence in the report; said 
that he had a cavalry scout already out in the direction indicated ; that 
all the railroad bridges are guarded. He did not seem to know, however, 
anythin g regarding Milford Depot. I attempted to telegraph Milford to 
ascertain what, if any, force was there, but failed. I advised him to 
send to Hanover Court-House a guard, but he replied he had no force 
to spare. I therefore, considering it important, started one of Arm- 
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istead’s regiments for that point at 4a. m. this morning. I suppose, 
however, General P. has communicated the steps he may have taken. 

Treceived a telegram yesterday from General Lee to send 8 wagons 
and a guard to Newton for bacon. Iknow ofnosuch place. Telegraphed 
immediately to find out what place was meant. As usual from those 
headquarters, received no reply. There is a place called Newtown in 
King and Queen County ; that may be the oneintended. I detailed the 
guard, but have not ordered the train off on account of the news of the 
cavalry raid. Please communicate with the Secretary of War in regard 
to these matters, letting him know what steps I have taken, and tele- 
graph me at once should anything have been developed. ; 

I send this by my aide-de-camp, Captain Baird, who will go in on 
horseback, neither myself nor staff being allowed to travel on the Fred- 
ericksburg cars without an order from General Lee. This circumstance 
and its great detriment to the facilities of expediting military move- 
ments of importance I have reported three times to General Lee’s head- 
quarters (first communication two weeks since), but cannot obtain even 
the scratch of a pen in reply. It would be well, general, to mention this 
fact to the Secretary of War, asking for some authority for you and 
myself to communicate directly with each other and by this train. I 
sent my assistant adjutant-general down by the Fredericksburg train 
the other day on duty and he was summarily ejected at Ashland. 

Captain Baird has just returned from a scout to the Rappahannock 
and can probably give you some information concerning that portion of 
the country. Iam under orders to be ready to move at a moment’s 
notice with three days’ rations; no route indicated. 

If there is nothing to prevent it, and you think it not injudicious, I 
will come in on the Central train and meet you at your office this even- 
ing about 6.30. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO, E. PICKETT, 
Major-General. 
[Indorsements. ] 
WAR DEPARTMENT, June 2, 1863. 

This paper was forwarded by General Pickett through me to General 
Elzey, who requested me to lay it before the honorable Secretary of 
War, as he was unable from sickness to see him personally. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. R. BAIRD, 


Aide-de-Camp. 


For conference with General Elzey 3d June, 1863. sigs 
pee Se, 


Secretary. 


SouTH ANNA BRIDGE, June 3, 1863. 

(Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON:] i 
The enemy encamped last night at Norman’s Ferry, on the Pamunkey, 
and are ee pene. I think, to South Anna Bridge. Until further 
developments I shall keep one regiment and one gun at N orth Anna; 
the balance I have concentrated here. I am glad you are sending more 
men. One more regiment will be enough. Reports vary as to their 
strength from 3,000 to 10,000. _My position at pouth ee Hy ROOnEs 

b emy turn me I have no fear. I will do my best. 
and unless the enemy nD. ALL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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PETERSBURG, VA., June 3, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, CO. 8S. A.: 
I hope that I will not be regarded as intrusive for again urging that 
Ransom be sent to North Carolina. su 
The political reasons are still stronger than the military. I am sat- 
isfied that if the Yankees get on the railroad there will be an amount of 
torvyism developed not now dreamed of. Mr. Warren, of Beaufort, one 
of the Governor’s council, said in a speech in the Legislature that if the: 
enemy got possession of the railroad it would be time for North Caro- 
lina to decide to whom her allegiance was due, the United States or Con- 
federate States Government. Holden and his followers are ready to go 
to Goldsborough to meet the Yankees and welcome them to the State. 
The Forty-second and Seventeenth North Carolina regiments are 
large and strong, and I would be willing to give up either of them to 
secure Ransom, and I presume either has as many men as his brigade. 
Very respectfully, 
D. H. HILL, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FORCES LOCAL DEFENSE, 
Third Line of Defenses, Darbytown Road, June 3, 1863. 
Maj. T. O. CHESTNEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, &c., Richmond, Va. : 

Masor: I have the honor to report that in obedience to instructions 
the forces for local defense are distributed on the Charles City, Darby- 
town, and New Market roads, viz, about 600 on the former, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Brown ; about 600 on the second, under Major Waller; 
about 350 on the third, under Lieutenant Minor (Navy). One thousand 
of the militia were reported on the way last night, and were directed to 
be posted on the Varina road. 

Everything quiet here. 

Very respectfully, 
G. W. C. LEE, 
Brigadier-Generai. 


P. S.—I omitted to mention that there is one boat howitzer on the 
New Market road and none on the other two roads of which I have 
charge. If there is danger of attack on these roads artillery is neces- 
sary. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ©. S. A., 
Richmond, June 3, 1863. 
General R. E. LEE: Sos Coa 
Information fully confirmed as to the evacuation of West Point and 
movement of column of 4,000 or 5,000 of the enemy, flanked by a cir- 
cling cavalry detachment, probably as scouts,on the north and west 
side, to the Rappahannock, in Essex, near Tappahannock. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


A PPB NDE Sse 


Embracing documents received too late for insertion in proper sequence. 


UNION CORRESPONDENCH, ETC. 


Organization of troops in the Depariment of Virginia, Seventh Army 
Corps, commanded by Maj. Gen. John A. Dix, January 31, 1863. 


Camp Hamilton, Va. Fort Monroe, Va. 
Col. ANTHONY CONK. Col. SAMUEL M. ALFORD. 
139th New York, Col. Anthony Conk. 3d New York, Col. Samuel M. Alford. 


11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company C, 
First Lieut. Augustus H. D. Will- 


jams. 
Battalion Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery 
(four companies), Maj. Joseph Roberts. 


NORFOLK, VA. 
Brig. Gen. EGBERT L. VIELE. 


99th New York, Col. David W. Wardrop. 
148th New York, Lieut. Col. George M. Guion. 
173d Pennsylvania, Col. Daniel Nagle. 
19th ‘Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Charles Whipple. 
j1th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company M, Capt. Gerard Reynolds. 
New York Light Artillery, 7th Battery, Capt. Peter C. Regan. 


SUFFOLK, VA. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN J. PECK. 
Corcoran’s Lrish Legion. Terry's Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. MICHAEL CORCORAN. Brig. Gen. Henry D. TEerry. 


69th New York, Capt. Jasper M. Whitty. | 130th New York, Col. Alfred Gibbs. 
155th New York, Col. William McEvily. | 167th Pennsylvania, Col. Charles A. 


164th New York, Lieut. Col. James C. Knoderer. 

Burke. 177th Pennsylvania, Col. George B. Wiest- 
170th New York, Lieut. Col. James P. ling. 

Melvor. 


Provisional Brigade. 
Col. Ropert S. FOSTER. 


13th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Cyrus J. Dobbs. 
6th Massachusetts, Col. Albert S. Follansbee. 
112th New York, Col. Jeremiah C. Drake. 
165th Pennsylvania, Col. Charles H. Buehler. 
166th Pennsylvania, Col. Andrew J. Fulton. 
7th Company U. 8. Sharpshooters, Capt. Joseph S, Arnold. 
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Unassigned. 


1st New York Mounted Rifles, Col. Charles C. Dodge. 
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Col. Samuel P. Spear. ; 
Massachusetts Light Artillery, 7th Battery, Capt. Phineas A. Davis. 
4th U. 8. Artillery, Battery D, Capt. Frederick M. Follett. 
4th U.S. Artillery, Battery L, Capt. Robert V. W. Howard. 
Wisconsin Light Artillery, 2d Battery, Capt. Charles Beger. 
Wisconsin Light Artillery, 4th Battery, First Lieut. George B. Easterly. 


YORKTOWN, VA.* 
Maj. Gen. Erasmus D. Keyzs. 
Busteed’s Brigade. Reserve Artillery, Fourth Corps. 
Brig. Gen. RICHARD BUSTEED. Lieut. Col. EDwarpD H. FLoop. 
4th Delaware, Col, Arthur H. Grim- | New York Light Artillery, Sth Battery, 


shaw. Capt. Butler Fitch. % 
169th Pennsylvania, Col. Lewis W. | Ist Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery 


Smith. E, Capt. Thomas G, Orwig. 
178th Pennsylvania, Col. James Johnson. | 1st Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery 
179th Pennsylvania, Col. William H. H, Capt. Andrew Fagan. 
Blair. 5th U.S. Artillery, Battery M, Capt. James 
McKnight. 
Unassigned. 


172d Pennsylvania, Col. Charles Kleckner. 
6th New York Cavalry (3d Battalion), Maj. William P. Hall. 
5th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Lieut. Col. William Lewis. 
Ist New York Light Artillery, Battery F, Capt. William R. Wilson. 
Ist New York Light Artillery, Battery H, Lieut. Charles E. Mink. 


CONFEDERATH CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


HEADQUARTERS. Petersburg, Va., March 12, 1863. 
His Excellency ZEBULON B. Vancr, Governor of North Carolina: 


Str: Your favor of the 4th instant was received at Wilmington on 
the 8th. The removal of General Pryor from the Blackwater was made 
necessary by other movements of troops. I can assure you and the good 
people in whose behalf you write that the change will in no way dis- 
parage their interest. The officer now in command on the Blackwater 
is one of our most energetic and enterprising brigadiers. I can safely — 
assure you that yourself and the citizens will be quite well satisfied with < 
the change after the officer is known. General Pryor’s command was 
only in this department for the winter. It will soon return to the com- 
mand where it properly belongs—Western Virginia. I hope that this 
ay) be a satisfactory explanation of the recent change on the Black- 
water. 

I thank you sincerely for your kind expressions about myself, and 
trust that I may be able to fulfill your expectations. We have many 
difficulties to contend with, and one of the most serious is the want of 
system and order in our transportation. If you can assist us in regu- 


lating this, I think that we can promise you important results in our 
operations. 


* Includes troops at Gloucester Point and Williamsburg, Va. 
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It was my intention to have done myself the honor to make you a 
flying visit, but I find that I cannot well quit my post. 
With the greatest respect, I am, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Tteutenant-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSPECTOR GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 112. Tichmond, August 15, 1863. 

I. A court of inquiry having been convened at Richmond on the 29th 
of July, 1863, pursuant to Paragraph XVII, Special Orders, No. 176, 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current series, to examine into 
certain charges preferred against Maj. William Norris, chief of the 
signal corps, and having made the required examination, the report of 
facts proven, with the opinion of the court thereon, is published for the 
information of all concerned. 


REPORT OF FACTS. 


1. Major Norris was not intoxicated on the 31st of May, 1863. 

2. He did not reveal the alphabet of the signal corps on the 31st of 
May, 1863. 

3. The enemy knew, or had opportunity to know, the locality of the 
signal stations between City Point and Clairmont before the 31st of 
May, 1863, none of which were disclosed to him by Major Norris on 
that day. 

4, The dispatch shown to Captain Mulford by Major Norris was a 
private dispatch, conveying a report of successes at Vicksburg. 

5. There was no improper intercourse between Major Norris and any 
officers or persons in the service of the enemy, on the 31st of May, 1863. 


OPINION. 


I. The court is of opinion that the charges in this case have been 
loosely made, and without due care and investigation, and should not be 
further entertained. The court is also of opinion that the private and 
official character of Major Norris remain unaffected by this proceeding. 

IJ. The charges, of which Major Norris has been thus fully exonerated 
by the court, were made without that consideration which their serious 
character demanded, and in a manner that subjects the prosecutor, Lieut. 
R. A. Forbes, Second Company Independent Signal Corps, to the grave 
censure of thedepartment. The personal and official character of an offi- 
cer is not to be lightly assailed. The accuser will be held to support his 
charges by evidence; and in an especial manner is he required to avoid 
creating the impression that the loose, unofficial statements of others 
are facts within his own knowledge. The greatest care and considera- 
tion should be manifested by those preferring charges, particularly 
when the reputation, personal and professional, of a superior is called 
in question. 3 

ILI. The court of inquiry, of which Lieut. Col. George Deas, Adju- 
tant-General’s Department, was president, is hereby dissolved.. 


By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


a4 
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ALTERNATE DESIGNATIONS OF ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED IN THIS 
VOLUME.* 


Adams’ (Zachariah T.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery D. 

Alexander’s (Aldon) Artillery. See Montgomery True Blues Artillery. . 

Alexandria Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Alford’s (Samuel M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Allen’s (L. W.) Cavalry. See Wren’s Cavalry. 

Allen’s (L. M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 64th Regiment. 

Allen's (William A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 51st Regiment. 

Allis’ (James A.) Artillery. See New York Troops. | 

Amory’s (Thomas J. C.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 17th Regiment. . 

Anderson’s (Hiram, jr.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 92d Regiment. 

Angel’s (James R.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery K. 

Armistead’s (A. D.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Armor’s (David M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 101st Regiment. 

Arnold’s (Job) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Arnold’s (Joseph 8.) Sharpshooters. See New York Troops, 1st Battalion. 

Ashby’s (George E.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery E. 

Avirett’s (John Alfred, jr.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops. 

Bachman’s (W. K.) Artillery. See German Artillery. 

Badham’s (William, jr.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Bat- 
talion, Battery B. 

Baker's (John A.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment. 

Ball’s (William B.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Barham ’s (Theo. G.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops. 

Barnes’ (Calvin) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Barnes’ (H. M.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 10th Battalion, 
Company B. 

‘Bartholomew’s (Walter G.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 27th Regiment. 

Barton's (James) Infantry. See Massachusetis Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Beach’s (Francis) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Beger’s (Charles) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Battery. 

Belger’s (James) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery F. 

Belknap’s (Jonathan 8.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 85th Regiment. 

Bell’s (D) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 

Bierer’s (Everard) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 171st Regiment. 

Blair’s (William H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 179th Regiment. 

Blake’s (John A.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Regiment, Heavy. 

Blount’s (J. G.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Boggs’ (Francis J.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, 12th Battalion. 

Boughton’s (Horace) Infantry. See New York Troops, 143d Regiment. < 

Bowler’s (George) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 46th Regiment. 

Boyce’s (R.) Artillery. See Macbeth Artillery. 

Brabble’s (KE. C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 32d Regiment. 

Bradberry’s (John J.) Infantry. See North Carolina T; roops, Confederate. : 

Bradford’s (W. D.) Artillery. See Confederate Guards Artillery. 

Bradley’s (Thomas) Sharpshooters. See New York Troops, 1st Battalion. 

Brady’s (H. J.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 177th Regiment. 

Branch’s (J. R.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Brockway’s (C. B.) Artillery, See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery E. 

Brown’s (H. W.) Cavalry. See 8. H. Mix’s Cavalry. 

Brown's (Jack) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 59th Regiment. 


* References are to index following\ 
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Brown’s (John C.) Infantry. See Enfans Perdus Infantry. 
Brown’s (John E.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 42a Regiment. 
Brown's (William R.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 168th Regiment. 
Brown’s (W. Leroy) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 5th Battalion, Local Defense 
(Arsenal). 
Buehler’s (Charles H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 165th Regiment. 
Buffum’s (Martin P.) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 4th Regiment. 
Buie’s (Duncan M.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 
Bunting’s (S. R.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 
Burgwyn’s (H. K.,jr.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 26th Regi- 
ment. 
Burhans’ (Charles H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 96th Regiment. 
Burke’s (James C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 164th Regiment. 
Burnham’s (George 8.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 22d Regiment. 
Burpee’s (Thomas F.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 21st Regiment. 
Burroughs’ (Edgar) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 15th Regiment. 
Burwell’s (Philip L.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 
Cabot’s (Edward C.) Infantry. Seo Massachusetts Troops, 44th Regiment. 
Cady’s (A. Lester) Artillery. See Jay E. Lee’s Artillery. 
Camden Guerrillas. See Willis B. Sanderlin’s Infantry. 
Campbell's (David) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 5th Regiment. 
Campbell’s (Edward) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 85th Regiment. 
Cantwell’s (J. L.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 51st Regiment. 
Cape Fear Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 
Carroll’s (Gray) Artillery. See Stribling’s Artillery. 
Caskie’s (William H.) Artillery. See Hampden Artillery. 
Cassel’s (John) Cavalry. See S. P. Spear’s Cavalry. 
Chambers’ (John G.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 23d Regiment. 
Chambliss’ (John R.,jr.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 13th Regiment. 
Chesterfield Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 
Church’s (George E.) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 11th Regiment. 
Claassen’s (Peter J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 132d legiment. 
Claiborne’s (W. C.) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 7th Regiment. 
Clark Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, Rankin’s Artillery. 
Clarke’s (William J.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 24th Regi- 
ment. 
Clark’s (John D.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery H. 
Clopton’s (Thomas C.) Cavalry. See Wren’s Cavalry. 
Codman’s (Charles R.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 45th Regiment. 
Coffin’s (Frederic J.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 8th Regiment. 
Cogdell’s (D. A.) Infantry. See John N. Whitford’s Partisans. 
Coit’s (J. C.) Artillery. See Chesterfield Artillery. 
Cole’s (George W.) Cavalry. See 8. H. Mix’s Cavalry. 
Comfort’s (Felix) Infantry. See Enfans Perdus Infantry. 
Confederate Guard Infantry. See Virginia Troops. 
«Confederate Guards Artillery. See Mississippi Troops. 
Conk’s (Anthony) Infantry. See New York Troops, 139th Regiment. 
“Connally’s (John K.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 55th Regi- 
ment. 
Cornog’s (George T.) Cavalry. See S. P. Spear’s Cavalry. 
Crabb’s (George W.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery A. 
Crosby’s (Hiram B.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 21st Regiment. 
Crowninshield’s (Casper) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Cullen’s (Edgar M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 96th Regiment. 
Culpeper’s (J. F.) Artillery. See Palmetto Battalion, Battery C. 
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Cumming’s (James D.) Artillery. See Cape Fear Artillery. 

Cumming’s (Emory) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 23d Battalion. 

Curtis’ (N. M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 142d Regiment. 

Curtiss’ (Carlton B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 58th Reziment. 

Dabney’s (W. J.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Dandy’s (George B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 100th Regiment. 

Darling’s (John A.) Heavy Artillery. See Joseph Roberts’ Artillery. 

Davis’ (Hasbrouck) Cavalry. See Jilinois Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Davis’ (James E.) Artillery. See Montgomery True Blues Artillery. 

Davis’ (Joseph D.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 167th Regiment. 

Davis’ (Phineas A.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 7th Battery. 

Davis’ (William W. H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 104th Regiment. 

Day’s (Joseph M.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 40th Regiment. 

Day’s (Samuel C.) Artillery. See Joseph J. Morrison’s Artillery. 

De Forest’s (Jacob J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 81st Regiment. 

Denny’s (J. Waldo) Infantry. See 4. B. R. Sprague’s Infantry. ‘ 

Derrom’s (Andrew) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 25th Regiment. 

Devane’s (W.S.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 61st Regiment. 

Dobbs’ (Cyrus J.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Doby’s (James) Cavalry. See Holcombe Legion. 

Dodge’s (Charles C.) Mounted Rifles. See New York Z roops, 7th Regiment, Cavalry 

Dodge's (John C., jr.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 52d Regiment. 

Donohoe’s (Michael T.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Drake’s (Jeremiah C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 112th Regiment. 

Drennan’s (James M.) Infantry. See J. B. RP. Sprague’s Infantry. 

Duke's (R. T. W.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 46th Regiment. 

Durkee’s (Charles) Infantry. See New York Troops, 98th Regument. 

Dyer’s (Samuel A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 175th Regiment. 

Easterly’s (George B.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 4th Battery. 

Edmands’ (T. F.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Edmundson’s (H. A.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 27th Battalion, P. R. 

Blliott’s (John Thompson) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Ellis’ (Andrew J.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Battalion, 
Battery A, 

Elwell’s (Andrew) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 23d Regiment, 

Enfans Perdus Infantry. See New York Troops. 

England’s (Theophilus L.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 89th Regiment. 

Bure’s (M. L.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 

Evans’ (P. G.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment. 

Ewer’s (Barnabas, jr.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Fagan’s (Andrew) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery H, 

Faison’s (Paul F.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 56th Regiment. 

Parrar’s (Judson 8.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 26th Regiment. 

Fauquier Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Fellows’ (John F.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Ferebee’s (D. D.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 

Ferguson’s (Alonzo) Infantry. See New York Troops, 152d Regiment, 

Fitch’s (Butler) Artillery. See New York Troops, 8th Battery. 

Fitz Simmons’ (Charles) Cavalry. See S. H. Mix’s Cavalry, 

pile iine's (J. A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Con federate, A9th Regiment. 

Bobanshes 8 (Albert S.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 6th Regiment. 

ey (Frederick M.,) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Bat- 

Folk’s KGSerEe N.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 7th Battalion. 

Foster's (Robert 8.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 13th Regiment. 


' 
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Frankle’s (Jones) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Prench’s (D. A.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Fuller’s (Thomas C.) Artillery. See J. B. Starr’s Artillery. 

Fulton’s (Andrew J.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 166th Regiment. 

Garden’s (H. R.) Artillery. See Palmetto Artillery. 

Garrara’s (Jeptha) Cavalry. See S. H. Mix’s Cavairy. 

Garrett’s (W.N.) Infantry. See LZ. IM. Allen’s Infantry. 

Gee's (B. H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 59th Regiment. 

German Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Gibbs’ (Alfred) Infantry. See New York Troops, 130th Regiment. 

Gibbs’ (George C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 42d Regiment. 

Gibson's (A. A.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 2d Regiment, Heavy. 

Gilliss’ (James) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery A. 

Goode’s (J. Thomas) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, 4th Regiment, Heavy. 

Graham’s (Edward) Artillery. See Petersburg Rocket Artillery. 

Graham's (G. W.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Graham's (J.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regt., Bat’y OC. 

Graham’s (W. A.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 

Grammer’s (W. T.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Gray’s (Charles O.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 96th Regiment. 

Gregory’s (David E.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 144th Regiment. 

Griffin’s (Joel R.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 62a Regiment. 

Grimshaw’s (Arthur H.) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Guion’s (George M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 148th Regiment. 

Hall’s (E. D.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 46th Regiment. 

Hall’s (Newton) Artillery. See S. H. Mix’s Cavalry. 

Hall's (William P.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Hampden Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Hampton Legion. See South Carolina Troops. 

Hargrove Blues, Infantry. See Virginia Troops. 

Harris Light Cavalry. See New York Troops,2d Regiment. 

Harris’ (Thomas W.} Cavalry. See P. G. vans’ Cavalry. 

Harrison’s (George P., jr.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 32d Regiment. 

Hart’s (T. D.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 104th Regiment. 

Hasbrouck’s (Henry C.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Bat- 
tery L. 

Hawkins’ (Rush C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Hawley’s (Louis J.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Haynes’ (Thomas W.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Heckman’s (Charles A.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 9th Kegiment, 

Heine’s (William) Infantry. See New York Troops, 103d Regiment. 

Hill’s Company. Official designation unknown. See Captain Hill. 

Hill’s (James C.) Infantry. See hk. 7. W. Duke’s Infantry. 

Hiller’s (Irederick L.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 16th Battery. 

Hinds’ (George W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 96th Regiment. 

Hitchcock’s (George H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 132d Regiment. 

Holbrook’s (Charles L.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 43d Regiment. 

Holcombe Legion. See South Carolina Troops. 

Holiand’s (W. A.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Hook’s (Cornelius, jr.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery C. 

Howard’s (R. V. W.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Battery L. 

Howell's (John H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery M. 

Howell’s (Joshua B.) Infantry. See Pennsyvania Troops, 85th Regiment. 

Hudson’s (James, jr.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Humphrey Troop, Cavalry. See John A. Baker's Cavalry. 
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Hunt’s (Lewis C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 92d Regiment. 

Jack’s (Joseph) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 168th Regiment. 

Jacobs’ (Ferris, jr.) Cavalry. See S. H. Mix’s Cavalry. 

James City Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 5th Regiment. 

J enney’s (Edwin 8.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery F. 

Jocknick’s (George F.) Cavalry. See 8. H. Mix’s Cavalry. 

Johnson’s (James) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 178th Regiment. 

Johnson's (James A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 172d Regiment. 

Johnson’s (William) Infantry. See New York Troops, 148th Regiment. 

Jones’ (John A.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 44th Regiment. 

Jones’ (John Richter) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 58th Regiment. 

Jordan’s (John V.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 31st Regiment. 

Jourdan’s (James) Infantry. See New York Troops, 158th Regiment. 

Keese’s (Oliver, jr.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 118th Regiment. 

Kenan’s (Thomas S.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 43d Regiment. 

Kennedy’s (T. J.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Kilpatrick’s (Judson) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment. 

King’s (Reuben V.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 85th Regiment. 

Kleckner’s (Charles) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 172d Regiment. 

Kleinz’s (Christopher) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Knoderer’s (Charles A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 167th Regiment. 

Kurtz's (John) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Lamb's (John C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 17th Regiment. 

Lane’s (James §.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Lechler’s (A. A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 176th Regiment. 

Ledlie’s (James H.) Artillery. See New York 7) roops, 3d Regiment. 

Lee's (Francis L.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 44th Regiment. 

Lee’s (Horace C.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 27th Regiment. 

Lee’s (Jay E.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 24th Battery. 

Lee’s (John C.) Infantry. See New York Troops; 99th Regiment. 

Leggett’s (Robert) Infantry. See Connecticut T,; roops, 10th Regiment. 

Leventhorpe’s (C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 11th Regiment. 

Lewis’ (George W.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Lewis’ (W. B.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 10th Battalion, 
Company A. 

Lewis’ (William) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Littleton’s (John K.) Cavalry. See Wren’s Cavalry. 

Logie’s (William K.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 141st Regiment. 

Lyman’s (Luke) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 27th Regiment. 

Lyon’s (C. A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

McAfee’s (L. M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 49th Regiment. 

Macbeth Artillery. See South Carolina T; Troops. 

McBryde's (M. H.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

pee enlaee (William G.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 5th Regiment. 

McCauley 8 (C. M. T.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 10th Bat- 
talion, Company C. 

McChesney’s (Joseph M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

McClees’ (N.) Artillery. See J. W. Moore’s Artillery. 

MoConihe’s (J ohn) Infantry. See New York Troops, 169th Regiment. 

Sea eid (Martin) Artillery. See John FP. Vallee’s Artillery. 

MoEvily 8 (William) Infantry. See New York Troops, 155th Regiment. 

McIntire’s (A.) Cavalry. See P. G. Evans’ Cavalry. * 

Movor's (Janice P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 170th Regiment. 

Behn s (David B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 158th Regiment. 

McKnight’s (James) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery M. 
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McMahon's (James P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 164th Regiment. 
MceMahon’s (J. J.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 63d Regiment. 
McNary’s (William H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 158th Regiment. 
Macon Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 
Macon’s (M. C.) Artillery. See Richmond Fayette Artillery. 
MacRae’s (A.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 
Madison Light Artiliery. See Mississippi Troops. 
Magruder’s (John Bowie) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 57th Regiment. 
Mallett’s (Peter) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 
Manchester’s (H. A.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Marine Artillery, 
Marshall's (J. K.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 52d Regiment. 
Martin’s (S. Taylor) Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 
_Martin’s (W. F.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 17th Regiment. 
Maxwell's (Wilson C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 103d Regiment. 
Mercer’s (William E.) Artillery. See William J. Riggs’ Artillery. 
Merriman’s (T. Adams) Infantry. See New York Troops, 92d Regiment. 
Mink’s (Charles E.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery H. 
Minor’s (R. D.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 4th Battalion, Local Defense (Naval). 
Mitchell’s (B. B.) Cavalry. See 8S. P. Spear’s Cavalry. 
Mix’s (John) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Mizx’s (Simon H.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Mizell’s (Jonathan T.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 
Moise’s (E. W.) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Montgomery True Blues, Artillery. See Alabama Troops. 
Moore’s (A. C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 29th Regiment. 
Moore’s (A. D.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regt., Bat’y E. 
-Moore’s (J. G.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Battalion, Bat- 
tery C. 
Moore’s (Julius W.) Cavalry. See John A. Baker’s Cavalry. 
Moore’s (J. W.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Battalion. 
Morris’ (David B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 101st Regiment. 
Morrison's (Joseph) Infantry. See New York Vroops, 89th Regiment. 
Morrison’s (Joseph J.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Kegiment, Battery B. 
Moschell’s (John F.) Cavalry. See S. H. Miz’s Cavalry. 
Moseley’s (E. F.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Murchison’s (Alexander) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Regt. 
Murphy’s (Mathew) Infantry. See New York Troops, 182d Regiment. 
Murray’s (Albert M.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery A. 
WNagle’s (Daniel) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 173d Regiment. 
Welson’s (William B.) Cavalry. See Thomas Legion. 
Nethercutt’s (J. H.) Rangers. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 8th Battalion. 
Wewkirk’s (Abram F.) Cavalry. See John A. Baker’s Cavalry. 
Wichols’ (J. W.) Cavalry. See J. &. Griffin’s Cavalry. 
Wields’ (Benjamin) Artillery. See Delaware Troops, 1st Battery. 
Norfleet’s (Hamlin) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 
Norfolk Blues, Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 
Nyce’s (John) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 174th Regiment. 
Onderdonk’s (Benjamin F.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 7th Regiment. 
O’Neil’s (John) Artillery. See William J. Riggs’ Artillery. 
Orwig’s (Thomas G.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery E. 
\ Osborn’s (Francis A.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 24th Regiment. 
Osborn’s (Thomas O.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 39th Regiment. 
Otis’ (John L.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 10th Regiment. 
Owens’ (W. A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 53d Regiment. 
Page’s (P. R.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 26th Regiment. 
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Palmetto Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Palmetto Battalion Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Palmetto Sharpshooters. See South Carolina Troops. 

Pardee’s (Benjamin S.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 1Cth Regiment. 
Paris’ (Andrew B.) Artillery. See Staunton Hill Artillery. 

Pasquotank Guerrillas, Infantry. See Elliott's In ifantry. 

Patton’s (Alexander G.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Pease’s (William R.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 117th Regiment. 
Peirson’s (George H.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Ti roops, oth Regiment. 
Perkins’ (Elisha A.) Cavalry. See John A. Baker's Cavalry. 
Petersburg Rocket Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Pickett’s (Josiah) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 25th Regiment, 
Plaisted’s (Harris M.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 11th Regiment. 
Poage’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 50th Regiment. 


Pollock’s (W. K.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery C. 


Pond’s (Francis B.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 62d Regiment. 
Pond’s (Nathan P.) Cavalry. See 8. H. Mix’s Cavalry. 


Pool’s (Stephen D.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment 


Porter's (Francis E.) Infantry See Massachusetts Troops, 8th Regiment. 


Potter’s (Edward E.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 


Preston’s (William C.) Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 


Radcliffe’s (J. D.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 61st Regiment, 
Randolph’s (John) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2a Regiment. 


Rankin’s (R. G.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 
Ranson’s (Alfred) Artillery. See New York Troops, 23d Battery. 


Ransom’s (M. W.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 35th Regiment. 


Raulston’s (William C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 81st Regiment. 
Regan’s (Peter C.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 7th Battery. 

Reid’s (Thomas M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 182d Regiment. 
Reilly’s (James) Artillery. See Rowan Artillery. 

Reinhart’s (H. W.) Cavalry. See John A. Baker's Cavalry. 

Reynolds’ (Gerard) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Regiment 
Rhett’s (A. Burnet) Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 
Richardson’s (Colin) Cavalry. See 8. H. Mix’s Cavalry. 

Richmond Fayette Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Richmond’s (Silas P.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Richter’s (Henry M.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 25th Regiment. 


Riggs’ (William J.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery H. 


Ringold’s (Benjamin) Infantry. See New York Troops, 103d Regiment. 
Ripley’s (Edward H.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 9th Regiment. 


Roberts’ (Joseph) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Regiment, Heavy. 


Roberts’ (W. Dewees) Cavalry. See 8. P. Spears Cavalry. 
Robertson’s (J, R.) Cavalry. See Firginia Troops, 32d Battalion. 
Rodgers’ (Andrew J .) Cavalry. See J. R. Robertson’s Cavalry. 


Rogers’ (S. H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 47th Regiment. 


Rowan Artillery. See North Carolina Troops. 

Ryerson’s (Henry 0.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 10th Regiment. 
Sanderlin’s (Willis B.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, C. 
Sanders’ (Enos C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 
Sanders’ (Horace T.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 19th Regiment. 
Schultz's (Carl) Artillery. See Charles Beger’s Artillery. 


Shaw’s (H. M.) Infantry. See North Corolina Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment. 


Shingler’s (W. P.) Cavalry. See Holcombe Legion. 
Shurtleff’s (William S.)Infantry. See Mascach usetts Troops, 46 
Slaten’s (C, W.) Artillery. See Macon Artillery, 


onfederate. 
Union, 1st Regiment. 


th Regiment. 
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Sikes’ (J. H.) Cavalry. See W. C. Claiborne’s Cavalry. 

Simpson’s (John G.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery * 

Simpson's (Thomas) Artillery. See James Belger’s Artillery. 

Sisson’s (Henry T.) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Small’s (Nathaniel W.) Signal Corps. See Confederate 7) roops. 

Smith’s (Benjamin G.) Cavalry. See John A. Baker's Cavalry. 

Smith’s (Lewis W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 169th Regiment. 

Smoot’s (D. L.) Artillery. See Alexandria Artillery. 

Spear’s (Samuel P.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Sprague’s (Augustus B.R.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 51st Regiment. 

Stahl’s (William H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 19th Battery. 

Stark’s (A. W.) Artillery. See Armistead’s and French’s Batteries. — 

Starr’s (J. B.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Regt., Bat’y B. 

Staunton Hill Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Stedman’s (Griffin A., jr.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Stevens’ (Aaron F.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Stevens’ (C. H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Stevenson’s (John 8.) Artillery. See Joseph Roberts’ Artillery. 

Stevenson’s (Robert H.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Stewart's (Charles H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Stone’s (Henry M.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Storer’s (Jacob J.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Stribling’s (Robert M.) Artillery. See Fauquier Artillery. 

Sturdivant’s (N. A.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Swindell’s (Edward S.) Rangers. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Tabb’s (William B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 59th Regiment. 

Tait’s (George) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Taylor’s (Alexander W.) infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 101st Regiment. 

Tevis’ (C. Carroll) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Tew’s (George W.) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Thomas’ (George W.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery I. 

Thomas’ (W. H.) Legion Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Thorp’s (Thomas J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 130th Regiment. 

Tolles (Samuel) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Trige’s (Robert C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 54th Regiment. 

Troxel’s (Elias 8S.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 158th Regiment. 

Upham’s (Charles L.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Vallee’s (John F.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 4th Battery. 

Van Wyck’s (Charles H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 56th Regiment. 

Voris’ (A. C.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 67th Regiment. 

Vought’s (Philip G.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Wall’s (John) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery G. 

Wallace’s (G. A.) Infantry. See W. B. Tabb’s Infantry. 

Waller’s (Richard P.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 2d Battalion, Local Defense 
(Quarlermaster’s Department). 

Ward's (George) Artillery. See Madison Light Artillery. 

Ward’s (John E.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Wardrop’s (David W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 99th Regiment. 

Washington’s (J. A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 50th Regt. 

Waties’ (John) Artillery. See Palmetto Battalion, Battery B. 

Wead’s (Frederick F.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 98th Regiment. 

Webb's (Louis H.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Webb’s (W. W.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Wellman’s (Abijah J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 85th Regiment. 

Wheelan’s (James N.) Cavalry. See Charles C. Dodge’s Cavalry. 
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Wheeler’s (John J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 56th Regiment. 

Wheeler’s (8. J.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 12th Battalion. 

Whipple's (Charles) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 19th Regiment. 

White’s (Alvin) Infantry. See New York Troops, 117th Regiment. 

White's (David B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 81st Regiment. 

Whitford’s (John N.) Partisans. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Whitney’s (Stephen) Artillery. See Mrederick M. Follet?’s Artillery. 

Whiton’s (John C.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 43d Regiment. 

Whitty’s (Jasper M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 69th Regiment. 

Wiestling’s (George B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 177th Regiment. 

Wilkins’ (Edward) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, Eastern 
Shore Home Guards. 

Williams’ (Augustus H. D.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Williams’ (Robert) Cavalry. Seé Massachusetts Troops, ist Regiment. 

Willson’s (John M.) Cavalry. See 8. H. Mix’s Cavalry. 

Wilson’s (William R.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery F. 

Winans’ (Ira) Infantry. See New York Troops, 99th Regiment. 

Woodford’s (Stewart L.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 127th Regiment. 

Wren’s (John F.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 40th Battalion. 

Wright’s (C. G.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Wright’s (8. T.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Wyatt’s (James W.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops. 

Young’s (W.L.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 10th Battalion. 

4Zabriskie’s (Abram) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 9th Regiment. 


et 
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Brigades, Divisions, Corps. Armies, and improvised organizations are “‘ Mentioned” under name of 
commanding officer; State and other organizations under their oficialdesignation. (See Alternate 
Designations, pp. 1096-1104.) 


Page. 
Abandoned and Captured Property. See Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned 
Lands. : 
PAIL Et Cr MVE CN TIONCOE mcm acces: Jasco tencSosacbecs stocccnsaecoee teste 342 
rfAlipercrombie, John< J... Mentioned: ~ ..:.<-026 so0~ce-<ecsescacscee 271, 323, 372, 608 
Absentees. Communications from an 
Davis, Jefferson...--. emia lncinieacie srs cie cela sibs mare se easiest a ae 1053 
{SON 1 0)5 9 3 Uemeanes | Seeeh icet meee eke PoC Senet hee Dai G ee Cees Sone Ce mee 1052 
WeerNO Det heir ce semen le Ae tie oiae iste ov = ioe lena Genin aime cica sis acing eoeeeeres 1066 
NortheCaroling, Governor Of. 2. Jaca. 5 cs sas cea sccee ear esinctmss ase 821, 860, 928 
ARO ew OrOdericie SlOOp. my MOntONned=— ccc esc cc eccla) see cieeeeme ecccas ore cee 431, 437 
PACK CTLY FP AIBCLo 1. MENbIONROC) pcccecjecteceriass/sarincs'enecas acetcaecsuos ewe 140 
Adame, chomas. = Menhoned i. 2. .-)-inn soccer esc ccciccc ade mmncoreccsusicore 880 
Pcanine 2achatial cde NON blONCd:. cic ccicinisie soaclcnin ose ajcoveeciewec s acises 34, 1049 
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A. 
Correspondence with Innis N. Palmer... s<-2--<-<<< wooo <--s00 ssc 578, 589 
Orders, General, series 1862: No. 214, 492. 
Orders, General, series 1863: No. 88, 580. 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C.S. A. 
Correspondence with 
ES GAVINOS ALG s Gren ieeeclacice es tcanicievee wnse,ac/cislomivecie.aeiciene 817, 826, 833, 1031 
PAZ SPALUOLUE oe wale ceianies ot Seana = cmc acim anclqnceeie lonaes veces 1058 
EAT aN a Omens a mina e Ciee cre rata tec soe slesicae see scenes siemens 114 
FOREN Map O DMIMC Gre sn sie cia lai of ainiep ciematee ie aialsg nes 773, 846, 861, 864, 873, 1028 
PeeRaiT | ee AOg Papeete elas ciclo iene pnd etc tne datas, a a nele ele mciiciieas emcee =i 888 
ED hele cie sie se.ccisSice wees 1028, 1032, 1034, 1061, 1067, 1079, 1082, 1084 
Wee RO berbigecer oe aech os tciccie's seas aes aooeaeese 875, 1028, 1029, 1034 
Wong sbie o bw aN GSe mane tee seina selec cssclsccres ae sein scans ae ain ens 895, 
; 900, 907, 909, 913, 914, 918, 927, 930, 1029, 1032, 1034, 1037 
ee AN MUMS eee foo rae Soe ee eegh nets peaches coon: 851 
PVE Weed Mee eter saa Moet sania ites A Vans welon diciolein <ic'sve\cic simmsie 7Al 
Viorel aN vied Siete taey ao ees ii etter) ah nis wil pialatnia ie) sleinie Se) aia’ mie'eisin's) 01> (aie 958 
iCROtty GCOLTO Ein ac slacn aa sees iieiaa(sloc no Sacecccescesieceeeacesicnne 884 
PP RUGIATHOMCGLePOSS serosa) etal staiae acto eteaiclars ciclo cic) naipisisiatcisis oie o gine eleimeleiafer~issei<im 958 
LOIN, NWS 1B IAN CF SSSA RS! Ae, Te Seem eee meriae beencesdsdane 848, 913, 922 
WWigniveiey dis 180 Be Sead SOc Sen nee aCe ORS So OAC Osh eae Eee Mem rece 931 


Orders, General, series 1862: No. 69, 748. 

Orders, General, series 1863: No. 34, 953; No. 112, 1095. 

Orders, Special, series 1862: No. 211, 743; No. 262, 770; No. 288, 793; 
No. 298, 807. 

Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 32, 872; No. 44,889; No. 99, 1020; No. 
116, 1062; No. 122, 1070; No. 127, 1077. 


Aiken, Mr. Mentioned ....-..---.. ---. ----2- 02 ee ee ee ee cee ee eee cere eee 456 ~ 
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Alabama (290), C. 8.8, Mentioned---------- +--+ +--+ -2-2 cere cores baseen, S05 03% t 


Alabama Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—Batteries : Montgomery True Blues, 190, 191. . 
Infantry—Companies: Avirett’s, 154,508, Regiments: 4th, 782; 44th, 336, 
337, 637; 48th, 338. 
Albemarle, District of the. (Union.) See North Carolina, Department of. 


Alden, Alonzo. Mentioned ...-....-. .----- +--+ ---- se --e2 tee eee cere ee ---- 272; 295 
Alert, Steamer. Mentioned .--.-..-----------+-+--+ -----+ --- 20+ + 2-2-2 57-2 241 
Alert, U.S. S. Mentioned .....-.--..----------+-------+----- 276, 595, 611, 617, 662 - 
Alexander, Schooner. Mentioned.....----.-------------+ +--+ ---+---------- 437 
Alexander, Aldon. Mentioned .......------------- +--+ +--+ seece+ +--+ +--+ 191 
Alexander, Barton S. Mentioned..--..-.-----.----.-----------+ -------+--- 373 
Alexander, H. P. Mentioned .......--..-----.----- ------+---++------------ 947 
Alexander, John M. Mentioned ....-.....--.---------- --+--+ -------------- 18 
Alexander, W. T. Correspondence with Engineer Department, C. S. A -.-..- 928 
Alford, Samuel M. Mentioned ........---..----.------.------------------- 411, 
441, 442, 467, 468, 486, 494, 499, 532, 546, 574, 675, 677, 733, 736, 1093 
ica ye Lean DUG, me MENTONEM. sccm ae, secs selene we 3a miei le almieiele eele ee eee eee 242 
mlerhanian, Ship., Mentioned << 22 cocenc cine a seimacmee emcee emia eele meee 554 
PlcneAchne Nasher.: sMenUlONG0 ..- -<cnemcums a aoe an ee ne eae eae eee 14 
LNCS ELE REY AY ern 8 Coy hfe ES SS ee eps a Sapa ES eae 853, 867, 893 
ibenwhichard td-0 Mentioned, cease... aoe coc ae eimnee mo eae eee ee 364, 365 
CAMLOT BUY ATS VCD TIONGG acc wisiemie, o Wieimie oleic nue <a d.dnim ois cic cl eee ae ee 1020 
PMIGB AVY TEAM. MONIONCO: 62. = oe nic c wines oecins menace ae qale Sale eee 70 
PGI Tait A.7 Men blONCU..... nes em ere once anges yainace op cee eee 117-119 
PMUeOOd wELOraCe.. MOntiOned. - \sc<cs~ sense ee(cmiagares mee eeieraee eee eee 880 
ea aAMes A. MentiONCd: .<<5.<scc0 «asus avian inman <= se oe oot eee 71,72 
Allison, Steamer. Mentioned ......... 58, 105, 106, 172, 181, 182, 223, 224, 229, 237, 646 
PREG gO Eras) OU tLOUCU = << ore wie cnn eco sc we ain vcins eee a wae einciicntine toe 351 


Amory, Thomas J. C. 
Correspondence with 


Woarer; JOHN: Gian c sein oe nate nced bences coatesioncce a cette 527 
Mone Tell SOND EY ca amas n<eiawiitiniciciss'e culeetiocelces cei tee Meee a 27 
WME UL ONCM eae) i selene sons cr Oadin bee eee ne 21, 26, 


27, 54-57, 66, 81, 85, 127, 129, 130, 186, 237, 246, 248, 251, 252, 343, 345, 346, 
349, 351, 365, 378, 402, 411, 468, 500, 524, 533, 548, 577, 598, 665, 666, 678, 736 

Reports of 
Goldsborough, N.C. Operations Dec, 14-17, 1862, during expedition to. 7 


New Berne, N. C. Demonstration on, Nov. 11, 1862 .......-.--...-.-- 24 
PemnorandConeral., Mentioned .. 0. .-.% weemen coca usu se deuce ee 435 
meecorson, Aroher. Mentioned |... 02.0602... sce ccc cee ee eee 986 


For’correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see D. H. Hill. 
Anderson, Fort, N.C. Attack on, March 14, 1863. 
Communications from 
Memeraon Hiram, [t,o . i. wccoccpcccneadccecccncact eee tee eee 185 
Barstow, Nathaniel § 


BiSit © aise ie tv's n's'ow amine ah clalela wn u'lesain eicie’ sainie SEE 185 


OWE NEUROL TS san ».ciss ove. Sne's anvnin nsw neinnting < da pa ee eRe Eee 185 
BEAM OT le es = cae me nes nano nein diane anmane se Cet Oe 189 
PONCE, BVI a asain nies ano anecngsncnen cece on see ee 134 


See also 
March 6-10, 1863. New Berne, N. C. Expedition from. Reports of 
Fricker, Joseph. Taylor, David A. 
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Anderson, Fort, N.C. Attack on, March 14, 1863—Continued. 
See also 
March 8-16, 1863. New Berne, N. C. Expedition against. Reports of 
Foster, John G. Hill, D. H. 
Haskell, John C. Pettigrew, John J. 
msiderson, GT; Mentioned -...<-.. 5-6 «esse - 268, 605, 607, 632, 690, 915, 917, 1033 
Anderson, Hiram, jr. 
Cortespondence with John G. Foster. .......-. ccacseuncsecavecctssccete 185 
IS SONOS INES lv SB een Be Sear Cea Sree enn dn 100, 172, 184-186, 500, 577 
ABCCTSON MI ONMEE 1 MENtONed. sc <jn1aycicj-/cesew arin ca lacincaccbcct odo seme 512, 585 


For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Henry W. Wesseils. 


~eraerson, tichard: Ho Mentioned (sc ceiceconrsajcicisietdais s see eee Le Pee 488 
PEBALeMW WON. Awe Mentioned <2 5-.n< 022 2ou<cee acicclccvevwan Cae tase ee 391, 395, 461 
Andrews, William G. Mentioned............ RaaTe cislel esos chs atctete hata a eee 849 
Andrews, William S. 

MEmhOne dis. toes ses a easel). IP eM coin wate Misc Sueetecs <cvee seus 258 

Report of expedition from Yorktown, Va., April 1, 1863 .................. 257 
NIP ec aINC Sekt sy - MOM OMEM i ciacia).u'cmmete race Rare cela Sout Melee ta Nabea eee 64, 65 
Annie L. Hdwards, Schooner. Mentioned........-....-......2..----- 223, 224, 242 
Antioch Church, Va. Skirmish at, May 23, 1862. See Norfolk and Peters- 

burg Railroad, Va. Operations on the, May 15-28, 1863. 
Arago, Steamer. Mentioned..--.....-.. 2-2. ...2.--2-.-- [ee PER es 470 
Armfield, R. F. Correspondence with Governor of North Carolina ......-.. 886 
Permisteads AyD. Mention 6drerenee ees aie 23d Soaiee See a. 2 ese 920 
Aazmistead, G.-A. Mentioned... 2: 2. 5s. ccc wees cee eset 385, 915, 917, 929, 1038, 1090 
SEIMOT Davi eine MONON CM sce x)... ccs sscicccveese s-ccdseneses cts sSeee 181, 500 
Arms, Ammunition, etc. Supplies of. See Munitions of War. 
Army Corps, 7th, Department of Virginia. Orders, General and Special. 
See Virginia, Department of. 

Army Corps, 9th. 

Barnside, Ambrose: b., resumes command.of :. 2.5 050. . scc os «elec see 539 

Composition of Third Division of, left in Department of Virginia......--.- 570 

Third Division of, transferred to Suffolk, Va ...-.. 2.2. 2.0.2.0 cece 3, 558, 562 

Transfer of, to the 

Ohio; Department Of orc seci<e see 3, 562-565, 946, 948-950, 953, 954, 956, 966 
Virginia, Department of ...--...--.. 2, 149, 534, 536, 876, 877, 879, 888, 889, 896 

Army Corps, 18th, Department of North Carolina. 

Brigade and division organization resumed ...-.....-.--.---.---------- 598, 599 

(OCS IMIG Ln cee CEB Acs 6 RE COB R60 SOSnOO ORES HonOot ROT Hoe 0 pane baba Gade 492 

Posters ohm G., assignedsto! command. (2 ocennmescec coceee dese bers toccee 492 


Orders, General and Special. See North Carolina, Department of. ( Union.) 
Army Corps, Longstreet’s. Transfer of, for defense of Richmond. 2, 876, 880, 882-884 
Army Headquarters. 

Correspondence with 


Abela ja at lad 0) En Cape pet fatee pany chek wie eters) ote etchslotelmjelt lola'e/ayel cs wie cc ieiate' ree 712 
MIM SIC Om AMLDTOSC I) siete cei caine eel ee jee nla ei alec = em 491, 497, 511, 537, 539 
Culm G COLC CRW temic sige ein alo was %aiatal= aie eee lale old cela ainiola wim allel sel y icin inl 712 
Dix, John A ..-.--.--. -22------------- 11, 126, 285, 378, 382, 384-390, 392, 393, 


395, 396, 398-401, 406, 409, 417, 435, 456, 459-462, 466, 473, 477-479, 482, 487, 
488, 490-492, 494, 496, 497, 502, 503, 508, 509, 511, 513, 515, 517, 518, 522, 528, 
529, 531, 534, 536, 549, 551, 553, 555, 556, 558, 563, 563, 570, 579, 603, 608, 610, 
613, 618-620, 622, 624, 625, 632, 634-636 , 649, 653, 657, 660, 663, 666, 671, 679, 
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ESIABGOL iin Ape LON (ONO se wes esc eedi ees ooo oo. oom ea eet "122 
British Consul, Charleston, S. C. For correspondence, ete., see H, P 
Walker. oe 
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BirressStephenwm Mentioned. 2. occ cine = cane mace erie een see elo ma 259 
Bure yllel ise jis Mentioned — ooo oo econ e ons Sein etter gem iss mine je a= i= 192 
urate Hames El = MONUMONE oo ceo cecls anc onan osecliseiepeactpa= = ele sicetepiaaie = 577 
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OE PPE ne EG NUE LOD OE fo a onic oe antes = occa p someaieel gr aloe says Sha 7 inst 1093 
Burke, William H. Mentioned.........--.-.-------------------- 157, 158, 246, 251 
Burleson, Asa R. Mentioned......-----.-. ---- --+----- 222+ +--+ 222+ -- 220-2 280 
Burnham, George S. Mentioned....-.....----..------------- +--+ s22e-+ ---- 734 
Burns, William W. Mentioned.....-..--.--. 0-0. eee cece cece es cece ee erence 565 
Burnside, Ambrose E. 
Assipnmients Lo ecOmimand .... 0m. concen vn cin ceca naka ncseeeces- ss edies eines 539 
Co-operation of, with Dix and Foster. Communiéations from Army Head- 
FD GBA eiesel ae se seh doc Goce noon Cones aacee Herero Lomr oan 3 497 
Correspondence with 
Army Headquarters....-.-.------------- 2-22 e-- +--+ 491, 497, 511, 537, 589 
French, William H.....-...--- 2-2 e--- ---- e202 eee ee eee eres 562. 
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Burnside, Ambrose H.—Continued. . 
Mentioned ........--..-++.--+. 12, 284, 424, 457, 477-479, 483-485, 496, 507, 508, 525, 
539, 565, 567, 570, 784, 789, 813, 814, 817-820, 830, 837-839, 844, 882, 883, 886, 


889, 907, 908, 911,944, 946, 948, 950, 953, 954, 960, 961, 963, 966, 1030, 1047” 
Resumes command of 9th Army Corps. ............ cec- cece cece cece ceeee. 539 
Burnt Ordinary, Va. 
Reconnaissance to, Dec, 17, 1862.25s25 222522428225 Eso sce. 2 
Skirmish at, Jan. 19, 1868. See Williamsburg, Va. Scout from, Jan. 19, 
1863. 
wurpee, Thomas F. Mentioned... :.sas. oscisrsiss sanctus se tees een ee 735 
Strroughs, Mr. Mentioned... 100. seswssew sass wees Susceees cuts eee cee 393 
Burroughs, Bdgar.- Mentioned -<: 2.22535 6522 seca cece code dass boon chee ones 744, 749 
Bush, Elizabeth, Schooner. Mentioned ............2-2.2222-22-eeecee eee. 534 
Buen; George. Mentioned <: 22252522 s:22c0cicase2 2024) ey ee eee 534 
Bushnell, Lyndes C. Mentioned ..-. 22-2 2222 22.2 222.25 coc. cose odode oe ae 322 
past sbdward. «Mentioned . ui ccc... vvcccecace caentnlee lus a eee petal 
Busteed, Richard. 
Pesaguinelits bo COMMA 6. oe ve eee Ves eseee tees Sones eee 482 
Correspondence with ‘ 
Dix, GObn A: icci0 0. occsecsess. cee aaa 568, 569 
Keyes, -Hraemts D-ii22s0205606 coos cece scee ee 206 
deewis, William o92<Scocs sc. 0 os etieeeto eee ae 203, 204 — 
LON CE: SEES SE eR Seem ee 2 T) wae eee 205, 482, 568, 576, 1094 
Report of skirmish at Williamsburg, Va., March 29, 1863 ..............._. 203 
Butler, Augustus G. Mentioned -.......2.2...2020 200 ceee cece cece sees... 70 
mutler; Charles: - Mentioned: <22:; 22: ccscec222c2- aacces eee) ee 198 
sntler, Emory. Mentioned ..:--:..2: 0226225. 0. 00/ 69 
Butler, Francis H. Mentioned ..:-2.:2<5:..2. 222, ee 288 
Butterfield, Daniel. Mentioned.............22...........-... 2... 549, 680, 683-685 
For correspondence, as Chief of Staff, see Joseph Hooker. 
eattz; Charles ‘W. Mentioned :-.2 22.04.5222 ...2225_ ee, 36, 37, 280 
Buyers, John. Mentioned ................... ees cece cern wa mele sae e ee ene 
Buzzell, Lewis H. Mentioned ............ a 220 Cece ecwe cans ence eeep eee ee ae 
eet eenmuel PF: Mentioned <-_ 2.2202... ee, Ae 256 
Byrd’s Plantation, Ware River, Va. Expedition to, April 1, 1863. See York- 
town, Va. Expedition from, April 1, 1863. 
Byrne, John. Mentioned .......................... ie eee 141 
Spee etitioned meee concede 1022 
eo ward C.- Mentioned -. oo. 2.2.35... 577 
Bey) oe Meeater. Mentioned... occ, 64, 73,177 
Bey Steiner, Mentioned. 0..2. 2. a, 492, 501, 502 
pees dtenry 8. Mentioned .... ...-...c3c.c4 nn 565 
gee Solin W. Mentioned... 2... sc.c ce 1052 
ees David. “Mentioned 22... esis 11, 388 


BIR S'S) = Sel sic's <6] win saan re Sln.m coin SCE ee 577 


For correspondence, ete., as Asst. Sec. of War, see War Department, C. 8. 
Cantwell, J.L. Mentioned 


SET TTS snh ones etencceseesdeme eon eae eee 760, 984 
pee ee Meiitioned 0s dan 272 
Cape Fear, District of the. (Confederate. ) 
Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, ete. 
Foe eee ee eae ce 809 
LAAs ete eee ERIN 879 


Jan. 31, 1863 
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Cape Fear, District of the. (Confederate)—Continued. rs 
Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc. 
Protiber debesewe ase. steele vis oss es eh SA SS 25-901 
EREO DMO NEDGRMta eich said ce ete Stee cok oi SOL es! 916, 917 
Mare hth GS 1863 iSosas soasae coos anos de ise BATT RS: 922 
_ Report of siege guns and field artillery in .........0.000 002022 cee eeeceee 1049 
Whiting, W. H. C., assigned to command of ...-.........2.22.c222.--2-- 770 
Capps, Edward W. Montiodea eiciateeie leis Wises aS SIEES ores nie Ss Se ee Ee 1070 
Captured Property. See Abandoned and Captured Pieper, Ys 
Carraway, William ‘W. Mentioned :. 5.225... 2.dceedes bese f2-s Seb A 767 
MeetiadI StU Os 32) NIONLIONOUL soccer elt cece esa k ee LO se en eee 874 
Carroll, Gray. 
Correspondence with L. M. Stumaleer ieaSse ez tice HUST . eee 329 


Montione@ is .s.i00 .secesds corde ie sta sscebeteee cee. Seve... bose S8ROR4 
Carrsville, Va. 


Affair near, Nov. 17,1862. Report of John J. Peck .........-..--222..---. 33 
Skirmishes near. 
Oct. 15, 1862 .2..25 Bet cdeceasaabe EU Ses ee ree cee Oe i 


May 15-16, 1863. See Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad, Va. Operations 
on the, May 12-26, 1863. 


Cartwright, Charles E. Mentioned :::-s: -.22.. sccc3 ssc2s5csbse0 sce sesso 299 
Cartwright, John. Mentioned ..::.ssecsssccsoscsecess Co essevescse egies: 259 
Case, A.L. Mentioned ......-- C0 GORE IE SEES ODODSOOT OSES OCI SE 423, 426, 427, 656 
Casey, Silas! Mentioned (23. 2-3/0 ood aS 100, 392, 459 
Casey, Thomas -L: Mentioned ::-:::.2c2ssecs2 sse0ssee li ec ccces. cesS s eT 
Casitic aw, tn Montioneds ft sticcisissiessesssd css csea se bas sf scees Seed it 334, 335 
Caspar Heft, Schooner. Mentioned -: 34952722 SNA TO ees 416 
Casselman, William. Mentioned:.-.255225:25.00 25.2.5 fens asses edoete oe 310 
Casselaraolur Mentioned 222 4...2S55. aces oes ale Se dP 574 
Gzstellowdack, “Mentioned: <cisscic- ro scicss sce sediccsee weno ae obeee chee 74 
Castong———_—-. | MenbiONned «25520 552 see sscese cacscascles sostse ssccteiinats eee 178 
Gascony L,  Mentloned/c Mast. Josea ea ceecn\caccalsispedoeledse et <etetee 170, 178 
CaS wrele A Cie We se MOMbONCE. 57.550. 2 asses 4snse las sects estes clos sane fae 366 
Caswell, Fort, N. C. Engagement at, February 23, 1863........-....--. 2 


Cattelly Oa iVlOOrem Mentioned = seo jana ee eee ciclinwinl Sean ee ocisaiesen ‘416, 417, 427 
Causey, C.H. Correspondence with William Norris . ..978, 993, 1026, 1055, 1058, 1067 


Cedar Point, N. C. Expedition to, March 7-10, 1863...-....--....-...---- 3 
Ceres Uwe. 5-5) Mentioned: 5.5 12ctede sees se Jonni sealc es 213-215, 218, 223, 285, 242-244 
Chamberlin, James R. 

MOM ONEG oats ara rae ralsee tase eldacencsccieneeeciseusicsises 30, 70-72, 159, 163, 247 

Report of demonstration on Kinston, N. C., March 6-8, 1862 ......-------- 163 
Chamberlin, Thomas. Mentioned ......--...------------------- + s0--20--- 264 
Chambers, John G. 

TUN IL OOlete reece eae ore oe eto ore afalat a otal aw ata" Aaa nota eee cee oa ames 25, 76, 468, 501 

Report of operations Dec. 11-16, 1862, expedition to Goldsborough, N. C.. 78 
Chambliss, John R,, jr. Mentioned.......-...--.--..------0+ -+ 2222 ---+-- 751, 764 
Champion, Steamer. Mentioned..---.------.----+ -202 +. ee eee eee eee eee eee 510 


Chancellorsville Campaign. April 27-May 6, 1863. 
Communications from 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A... 1028, 1029, 1032, 1034, 1037 
IDNs CIC I. S58 ea atee cobs COC Q SUN Ono OSC URE CoC emE aerate 671, 680, 706, 714 
Hilzey, Amold : 552. 2055 243 65ecs ess cece seo sse cence coe eee eee tes 1052 
Use esis pease Actes view elec eslspinciaas’- snes css2 ore ccesla™ newrivo~s 1034 
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Chancellorsville Campaign. April 27-May 6, 1863—Continued. . 
Communications from : 

OO ker 1 OSODL tee abla wee eters ee iota 644, 658, 667, 672, 679, 683, 684, 691, 692: 

MUGS, MRO MELT LNs nope aisleate meicise cme e'sim mis sele'nirit ee minaret 1024, 1028, 1029, 1049: 

Mee Wie Hc EY oes ene 2 so so R aman sewiclenw aes laee>~— 5s eee ope ements 1045 

Hongstreet, James). -.2 ccae 20+ suse beeeiones 1032, 1033, 1037, 1042, 1045, 1050: 


Peck, John J ..-.......--.----+---+-------- 644, 658, 667, 680, 683-685, 692, 709 


Waar Department, Ci. ose. oo 26229 s-n0 0 dv bok been ene aes 1047 


See also Dix to Foster, p. 667. 


Co-operation of Dix-and Hooker: .---. <<). -b.20)5 Secon. Ue seen eee ie wow tG2ee 
625, 649, 650, 690-692, 697-699, 701, 702, 704-707, 709, 714, 727, 728 
See also Stoneman’s Raid, April 29-May 7, 1863. 


Ghapin, Samuel.; Mentioned -....- «2... s<seee case s- -b- a5. sb eee 90 
Cuapman,b. F'.. Mentioned) Mie. 410 sec:3 res wayne skeaeek ceakess see fix Me 7 
Chapman;iS..b'.) Mentioned) 2. 22. d.c~.nc-5 saan stan = teaeeae see. eee eee 335 
Charleston,:Steamer. Mentioned; .- 24.1. ds-un-eccin- soe ss0d- eee eee 1022 


Charleston, S.C. Defenses of. Communications from G. T. Beauregard.... 1017 
Charleston Harbor, S. C. Engagement in, April 7, 1863, Communications 


from 
Nar Department, |C.iS <. 2.0.22 -cc-0ssn oe sere eee: ae eee 962, 971, 972 
VR GAs WV dd Glas oye aa wand sneciae san any knee Ouceetie. cele geeieeeen nen 962, 972 
Chase, Salmon P. Mentioned... ............ so<+ sees. 382, 383, 402, 407, 412, 413, 


417-421, 423, 426, 427, 431, 433, 436, 438, 448, 449, 452, 456, 572, 573, 581, 587 
For correspondence, ete., see Treasury Department, U. S. 


GCreeveruboury, A... Mentioned... 5... ....3....-- esses eee ee 78 
Cherry, Ji Bo Mentioned, 6s 4+ v.620'5 seee cen snece:s vice os nde bnckelle cen nen nana 
Ghesapeake, Schoonor. ..Mentioned.........-.. 5 sasebuuslc-suascebeds #enEEOE 425, 
Chesebrough) \Colling.— Mentioned... ...< ..-<iaaqeed eee. | ane 10 


Chestney, T. O. For correspondence, etc., as Asst. Adjt. Gen. , see Arnold Elzey. 
Ghilfon; RH... Mentioned... .-00.<0:s< 4205-4440n, + senbioeiceeaeeee cee ae 


Ee PoOOra AU. 6: Mentioned |. .ans c<<-<m0-<<5-s<squne dene ceeeneeeeee 391 
Chuckatuck, Va. 

Affair at, April 28, 1863. Communications from §. P. Lee ........-. .-.... 650 

Skirmish at, May 3, 1863. See April 11-May 4, 1863. Siege of Suffolk, Va. 

Renews of 
Crosby, Hiram B. Getty, George W. 
Dutton, Arthur H. Peck, John J. 

Church, George E. Mentioned -....... 0.00... o oe eecce ccc cece wee cece. 734 
Churchill, Joseph M. Mentioned...... 2.222.020... ee cece eee eee eee 350 
City of Hudson, Steamer. Mentioned...............22.......-0..---. 450 
peoaeen,.Fiater J... Mentioned i... ai<ssssmued~« case cuweniy anata toa 
Claiborne, W.C. Mentioned........2........0..0... 31, 43, 249, 755, 906, 1051, 1089 
Buarsy eaonry dc. - Mentioned... 2. 6... .e ccc ces cececeew ccc... ‘dad paises eae 779 
Peimaee penne. Mentioned... caccensnccnceasacccucte aes - 65, 366, 368 
Brice; OND iw Mentioned «0.0 ose sien sian ecieedn te vdde euuldck. Aue 989, 1003, 1025 
Clarke, William J. Correspondence with D. H. Hill.... Eh ood cen IRM 
Ser COtwe Mentioned oo. nn cacasenecnnnacacucesmudde.. 131, 132, 367, 369, 514 
Beem) SCOP: © Mentioned 062 1.2.5 h5- 09 -sicoias = oe Bacon nn 893 
Soeeeygchard F. Mentioned....................0..-.suewaemeeeesuailes 100 
EP menay sD. Mentioned ........ 1.20.05. ..c0 secs aesweceelehees odoaedict. 48, 49 
Clingman, Thomas L. ; 

Assignments to command SIS Sle nS cnlae nis 6) 5, Se) wi ¢ aa eiisiniig arm Sng ech 1034 
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Clingman, Thomas I.—Continued. sie 
MembONe dS teioeratccwmchrescs cee ae ebiodee anced eee eee eeidhlaclers eidicietls 109-114, 120, 
762, 770, 782,786, 791, 803, 807-809, 832, 833, 849, 865, 866, 878, 882, 1013, 
1014, 1018, 1030, 1032, 1034-1036, 1041, 1042, 1048, 1057, 1058, 1079, 1086 
Report of engagement at Goldsborough Bridge, N. C., Dec. 17, 1862....... 117 
Clothing, Camp and Garrison Equipage. Supplies of. See Munitions of 


War. 
Salomon Plas NOMtIONCs 32s s acaslse c's coelss ~ Soe ees selon Soke eReeL anne 565 
Cocken-Erederick, - Meritionedie ote es: nec cek Sika Sone ew ccone bleeleee. 216, 221 
Codman, Charles R. 
(MOUTON ECE = eis ct. sowetaat ease coxa le cck saeeoeed Gace we 345, 346, 468, 500, 577, 736 
Reports of 
Goldsborough, N.C. Operations Dec. 14-16, 1862, during expedition to- 80 
Kinston, N. C. Expedition toward, April 27-May 1, 1863 ..........-. 349 
OHiCLe UOT Aes NONOLONCWMccoutcc cee set cee ret a ee tone eee oe ees 552 
Coffin, Frederic J. Mentioned............. SE ROO ree aarti a. 254, 468, 501, 737 
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Color clnton. _ Montioned: 2.4 toc coca soe cbccbe coceb ee cecocnLe ct eeew one 100 
Cole, George W. ; 
Correspondence with Simon H. Mix..... SCE SENG ADo TES CADOob ote Sou serisod 508, 509 
BMomrbiorredines soon ne vaian anicicicee celts cacnc led teme ce eel aee Deak eee 56, 91, 92, 508 
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Collins, C. R. Correspondence with Engineer’ Department, C. 8. A...-...-.. 756 
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Colored Troops. Recruitment, organization, etc. Communications from 
OSHGU see) OMIM CHaaaseh cael seeats cee ce tee einizisiri= a pos entation wis dele eras = caw elanniaae 723 
(Samii; 1BGlSa- Sse 6508 cago cescid. oo co guE Opto acon Bee UOeBOGSd Dounce siaee te 525 
See also Halleck to Foster, p, 659. 
Colquitt, A. H. 
Correspondencerw itu). Else irc: ciate wictecicie ssisin ews wcle cele ~ cea 1074, 1085 
OSTEO a ee RD aR aes Sete 1075, 1078, 1080, 1086 
Colquitt, Peyton H. Mentioned...........-.-...---------------- 801, 865, 866, 871 
‘Colston, R. E. 
Assignments to command .......--. ---- 2+ +--+ eee nee eee ee ee eee eee eens 807 
TMA HOLL Cite eee eects wins ies e mnial elnino = aS dle.c's Wicisielelsinin eis cie oicisete S= Se is 385, 536 
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‘Colyer, Thomas, Steamer. Mentioned ..-.-..----.----------- 240, 241, 618, 640, 646 
Comfort, Felix. Mentioned. .-....-.-.-------------+ ----22 +--+ ++ +--+ ++ 50, 501, 577 
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Reconnaissance to vicinity of, April 12, 1863. Report of C. C. Tevis .... 341 
miners, Bir. Mentioned:......-. << .con2s atiges socut's ds0ccu cee 570 
peeis, Ack. “Mentioned 2.5. ....200 Josvotel th .c kek gene ae 241 
Peaneepraia. Mentioned soc. 12... cass .acy ce dueedec se Us gee 462 
Hill, A. P. 

Correspondence with Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C!S. A..... 888 

Mentioned.......... Biles es sbi S se CEN SS ccere wt els Sure ge eee eee 385, 706, 856, 1045 
Hill, Daniel H. 

sebtipeae 00 eOldeTs os va.50 2. 6.224 ac son ne sdes nanadees eee 894 

Assignments to command ..... 2.2.2.5... ceca cence eecnee ducces. 847, 872, 294, 953 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. BSv-ANcie. Rea 1028, 


1032, 1034, 1061, 1067, 1079, 1082, 1084 


Bearman ANG UA. soc tx 42 nee 892, 1007, 1012, 1017, 1021, 1030, 1036 


Clarke, William J 


RETA oe ves ne +. A ee 1074, 10-5 


Daniel, Junius stteeeee 914, 924, 930, 932, 944, 951, 954, 974, 1011, 1046, 1057, 1062 


2S e/e\inicniale a'gin Osi is) ein\n Sinatalereia tele aie saac eye 1018. 


pad 
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3 Page. 
Hill, Daniel H.—Continued. : 
Correspondence with apne 
Garaettje. (BB... 5... cl css 918, 955, 971, 975, 978, 984, 988, 989, 991, 992, 1001 
ODDS mGearme, Cues acct teem er eactee Fea ah ena cee ate > gaa 946 © 
eeRAd NS) SO MP DNs ee nD aie Se re ate? 1063, 1069, 1071, 1074, 1075, 1079 
LE SINE NEA a ge a aa aC see 898, 902, 
908, 920, 923, 925, 931, 932, 937, 941, 943, 947, 948, 953, 956, 962, 964, 
968, 972, 973, 975, 989, 990, 1031, 1032, 1046, 1047, 1050, 1057, 1061, 1072 
Pee WY abl ire daale tare Cae ooh nat ta Pata shin Ke an ees ee 1054 
Mamie ds Ge see oe enema Sees 985, 1033, 1059, 1064, 1065, 1087, 1089 
NAN en antment, Coaster see dec sr otcde tie onic. ace an eve eiie Gran Dag 919, 
Norph Carolina, Governor Ol. sects cee coe ce Sacsaee eke eens 1011, 1019 
Pipe) 19 1 ASS IE CoE ar ea eg 195, 883, 921, 985, 990, 1004, 1007, 1013, 1027 
; RUIN San Cree Uyetre Siac eeyatee sea em eet oits ainbrs, 4 oi e Sennen ico Brest 1082 
AIS OMM MRR Retr serra see cectie cle osc ne« 957, 971, 981, 985, 986, 1000, 1004 
EVO ERE SOM SD wile sey ila ainsel ae Statue wearer aus ie evs a aoatiec 912, 1007, 1051 
Waren artnet, Os roses 2 ot Sapte cee ecee cin peifeeac Seee eee ope Soe s 861, 
890, 983, 1005, 1016, 1047, 1048, 1050, 1052, 1053, 1059, 1076, 1079, 1092. 
WVvabnstOTdsrd OLON sas ceccince accom Gala ateaae Siac ee ene cccne seheapatae 1022, 1054 
VEE E ST ACOA gs RU PRIS iad nA Os ea a Mane eg 893, 896, 904, 910, 


972, 982, 987, 1022, 1041, 1045, 1048, 1049, 1052, 1058, 1070, 1073, 1076, 1080 


NGINIAK DINGY leek Bed SaarAMoNe oy Bab Sucloda s Sou SUE Ore Saiee UN map i neericsca aaesee 189, 


190, 210, 211, 216, 220, 230, 232, 236, 245, 246, 275, 277,278, 281-283, 285, 
291, 323, 330, 344, 385, 488, 549, 555, 562, 564, 587, 590, 605, 606, 614, 620, 622, 
623, 626, 627, 632, 644, 648, 650, 655, 667, 668, 684, 685, 689, 690, 692, 696, 699, 
700, 705, 742, 819, 831, 847, 851, 872, 891, 892, 901, 905, 907-909, 914, 916, 917, 
923, 924, 930, 937, 943, 945, 946, 949, 953, 959-961, 966, 969, 970, 973, 979, 
981, 983, 996-999, 1012, 1014, 1015, 1017, 1020, 1028, 1029, 1031, 1032, 1034, 
1035, 1045, 1058, 1064, 1066, 1069, 1077, 1078, 1081-1084, 1086, 1088, 1089 


Report of expedition against New Berne, N. C., iageh S—16, 1863" lo emaaae 188 

Hill, James C. - Mentioned. .-.--. .----- -- one ee eee ae nae ewe oo oem ce ees 892 
ea EL me WUCTI DLOMCO A: Salers mtnin eine mieiai= Sle minetfle </niniemaii nian. oss atginn'=\le ain 116 
Hill, James H. For correspondence, as A. A. G., see W. H. C. Whiting. 
Hill, Samuel. Mentioned ......---.-------------s-.---- SS ab Sons Se UeSc oSesES 562 
Will; Theron D. Mentioned -:-.------ --2- ------ - 2-2-5 2 nivec even ee 2 -- 2 59, 60 
Hiller, Frederick L. Mentioned .....-.......2.-.2---- --- nee s20 0 teens eo oe- 735 
Hill’s Point, N. C. 


Affair at, April 16,1863. See reports of Foster, p. 212; Potter, pp. 218, 219. 
Engagement at, April 2, 1863. See report of Foster, p. 212. 
Hill’s Point, Va. Skirmish near, May 3,1863. See April 11-May 4, 1863. Siege 


of Suffolk, Va. Reports of 


Dutton, Arthur H. Getty, George W. Peck, John J. 

Hindes, Pulaski. Mentioned.......--.------------ ---- +--+ 20+ ---- 202 +--+ -- 62 
Hinds, George W. 3 

AVIGa TOW Ce eet aie Sete teaiar ress ante cling eile is iam aain piatalnin wie e'eisin win mine inisi= sane 500 

Report of engagement at Kinston, N. C., Dec. 14, 1862 ....-.------------- 100 
Hines, John C. Mentioned ...--.---------- 2-20 200- eeeeee eee cere ee cere eee 198 
Hinton, Mr. Mentioned...--..----.------------ SPRY oneile Ss slels haga ara me wee Ge 
Hitchcock, H. A. Mentioned ..---..----..----+ -----+-----2 eee eee eee ee eee ; 59 
Hitchcock, George H. Mentioned .----...---...---.-------------++---- - 168, 578 
Hobbs, Moses. Mentioned ....-..-----.----- see - 2+ 2222 eee nee ee eee eee ee oe 


Hoffman, Southard. Mentioned ....-----..-.--.------- » 89. 
For correspondence as A. A. G., see John G. Foster ; also Innis N. 1 almer. 


Hofman, Mr. 


MentlOnen ec ecmecerte ec ce ice waloticccc en ccwnsewnm sce aan annee 961 
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Hoke, R.F. Mentioned ..--.-.-----------+------+ ee eee eee eee eens bemece 3 
Holbrook, Charles L.  - 
Mentioned....--..-.--1------- wee ee eect ce eeeeeeee eee e es 69,76, 468, 500, 577, 736 


Reports of 
Goldsborough, N.C. Expedition to, Dec. 11-20, 1862........22---.... 80 
Kinston, N. C. Expedition toward, April 27-May 1, 1863 ..-.......... 349 


Molden william. Mentioned se: - 2 2. in emecae aie oir enien ae eee 512 
Toldem william Wy, MenGONEd 2.2. cone caccce ence sls cna ae eee a anaes 1092. 
Holly, Thomas F. Mentioned .......--..----.------------------ Pe ee 257 
Holmes, THeopuilus HE: | Mentioned: -oi2-)c2 2. + .-te< seepesiesene ees eee 859 
Holt, Es. 0. Metitioned .---:----2 +2 ee sne 2-2 nbs sees toph eo wane eee ee eee 156 
omans,Georse Hy . Mentioned 2.222552 tooo. secne pence nsiae eee eee 350 
Hood, J. B. 

Correspondence with Samuel G.-French .....2.2-. 22-02 secees wnee- eens 1042 
* Mentioned .--.-..-----.----- +--------- 2-2 se sees ee ee eee e- 275, 291, 324-326, 332, 


334, 337, 339, 488, 549, 579, 583, 587, 604, 605, 625, 632, 641, 679, 680, 683, 690- 
692, 732, 876, 880, 882, 890, 898, 899, 915-917, 923, 925-927, 933, 937, 942, 944, 
963, 970, 989, 995, 1002, 1010, 1015, 1017, 1033, 1037-1042, 1045, 1047, 1052 
Hook Cormelius,.jr.. Mentioned <2. 52 sence cee eee eee 46 9, 501 
Hooker Gooree o Mentioned :<2- 2... on 5-0 cescs sae cee ee eee 96, 101, 102 
Hooker, Joseph. 
Co-operation of Dix with. See Chancellorsville Campaign, Va., April 27- 
May 6, 1863. 
Correspondence with 


Ariny Head(Garers <-Sceca- c-slentes= edo crnens eee tease eee eee 683, 709 
he pl LY, Bete ae pea ah dete 667, 671, 672, 689, 727, 730, 732, 733, 738 
Reyos, Erasmus Doig... ecmasnaa> vendescnsces cs seuueepese 683, 687, 730, 739 
Kilpatrick, “Sadsone. - 0. coe. e rem aen somices we vewele as eee 721 
Peck, JOR J 2. ase waievnwnwewesvenns cesinca’s acvnes gence en eee 582, 
586, 600, 606, 644, 653, 655, 658, 667, 672, 679, 680, 683, 684, 691, 692 

Mentioned.-...-.. 189, 267, 279, 281, 282, 284, 285, 324, 549, 567, 586, 587, 604, 610, 616, 


624, 680, 632, 633, 639, 644, 649, 650, 662, 668, 680, 683- 685, 687, 691, 693, 696, 
699, 706, 709, 711, 714, 720, 721, 723, 724, 728, 730, 738, 739, 876, 877, 882, 883, 
896, 898, 911, 922, 942, 944, 951, 953, 954, 959, 967, 1061, 1002, 1014, 1024, 1036, 
1046-1048, 1054, 1055, 1057, 1063, 1066, 1069, 1070, 1075, 1078, 1087, 1090 


propxing, Mr. Mentioned +... -. ooo... cas ws cece nccenasneue eee eee 797 
Hopkins, Dickinson S. Mentioned ........-... 2.2005 seceys cace nese enn 341 
Bropirin, ©’. Mentioned... - cose ccencs an scemas cso: Ouse eteee eee 666 
moron, Charles S. Mentioned. - oo... 2. <. cn encccc ce ote eee 271, 277 
moron, William Ll. Mentioned --.....--/: .-ccsasess scence eee 364, 365 
Secew ot. Mentioned - .-... 11. cawervesenns cane sch cue cece eenn eee 570 
Reoward, James. Mentioned... 2.022 to. concer ceneteacnue eee 742 
geowaerd, OliverO. Mentioned ..i4.5. echt wits scisks ees Donn ee 1029 
Howard, Robert V. W. Mentioned ..---...2... 0.000. .c2220 000 eee 126, 1094 


Howell, Joshua B. 


Be eOOO. os us cua wks pol sete epee Ewen RaeOeN 79, 96, 99, 500, 548, 577, 678, 738 
Report of operations Dec. 13-17, during expedition to Goldsborough, N.C. 101 
Hudgin, Walter G. Mentioned 


Beaion, City of, Steamer. Mentioned... 
Hudson, James, jr. Mentioned .... 2.0... 22.02. cc 2 ccc ce cecc coc cecececee ene. 578 
Pepa Mentioned -... ...25k.dee psec bie sc ence elec ore cee 342 
Huger, Battery, Va. Capture of, April 19, 1863. 
Communications from ° 
Carroll, APRALY =. 22s =... 2c EST eR Ene 329 
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Page. 
Auger, Battery, Va. Capture of, April 19, 1863—Continued. : 
Communications from 
MDS O ON Nate c a tamale tate TAC seca ees NWO PD SL cut eae 637 
rene lp are Gras. quake ee seep ele ete S ale A eins 327, 328, 337, 340 
; HOME SURCO Gane) AILCS Soe eek te EES DIR a ke et eat Re we ce eee 326 
BECK OLN Cnat eats ee eene ra kes ohn Ba Rey top le), ies ete ee 637 
RE UULOLOM ENV a, Hic a aee en rer  S t ee ean et Woe ab baat aoe 335 
SOU CTI CS Re Da CAM Se Seis Catena a Mestad ted. wipe = 328 
COUSIN AVES ol ER GS Ra ee ee oe ee a ORE re tema ee Ler te 2 ae 328 
: See also Longstreet to Seddon, p. 1014 
Reports of 
J BXG ASB Wil Me tach Le as 9 tek AM ein ll ke PO oe oe) tia PE ABS eee 333 
Wonmallye J) OhimnaKeeee wee eter Miav mie ae Het Anais LN 5 wae a gues 338 
HD GATING Te VAM CGe gence meee oP ee ae ee Cee ee Seance sae ae ees 334 
HIRO IC Hans BING ln rere ee eas eee eh es oe ay Hi oy a, a Re 324 
LOPE YEES|S 5 PO) 60 le ito ie ee ee PME eA Race tC SAS AGE 6 Sete BEBE 337 
SSH UTR ARE ECT 1D pal es SN SA lc ges gue RY Pa RG 331 
Sore Litt owe Ne oe woe tg cate en cls ee Ee Rel seta OMe eee ee Seen 336 
Ward Olin mee mae te eset oe sons iersie AS eres PUES moppeen. SSL! 
See also April 11-May 4, 1863. eee of Suffolk, ia Bence a ae 
Dutton, Arthur H. Getty, George W. Peck, John J. 
HMurnes Onn. 2 Mentone darn se suis sae ewte sae « sta e Solan — oe oiee ne wlote elem locos 295 
PUPS RINE! MEMLIONCO. pases as aoe ee Ben Se LS BE LL oasis emaiewo lees 194 
Ie nes attiCiid mM ON blONOd 2 s-a.ccaets ta terres oe aoe che wae ene e nec eeanee see 134, 138 
PI CNSLOM MR OUET bias MCN tlONEds 2. - > edo acaac vane cies Jad a < ds ee ose eee 287, 676 
full Commodore, U.S. 8. Mentioned *... ..22--+. .ocsesuucsecucke 211, 213-215 
RC we ie ORION fener oe Sinko Se soe acct cio Seoul ce ato Sadak aes 580 
Ein pore ys .Georwe. Ww... Mentioned .. si gcc neclaaae ctceleciesceiasetten tows 308 
munch oack, W'S. S.. Mentioned =.) 22.2 22..)-2 2252 25, 170, 172, 185, 223, 224, 230, 231 
Hunicary Station, Va. Skirmish at, May 4,.1883" 3.02.5 --5.5-5--sc8s..-- 3 
Rae ee Patines, MeEnbIONe 7-2-2 32) sinc con. ne ier= als) Sire ie wie ce ciatee ee 498, 507, 885 
Hunt, John S. Mentioned.-.............. ee tee clea ists PRT a oie ae ce 280 
Hunt, Lewis C. 

Templo med saan ete acls cies ee stone crt ncn aes Here est 96, 500, 548, 599, 679, 1060, 1064 

Report of éngagement ab Konaton,(N. |©-5) Decrls, Leb 2ige a acteateelen nana 99 
EEE mv cm Cvs Men vloneducacn .nctjse 2c aeejan cin siettetenlels aciciieeirc ssc ~s 2 368 
Hunter, David. 

Controversy with Foster. See Note, p. 538. 

Mentioned ..---. 567, 570, 577, 633, 711, 890, 904, 905, 911, 1018, 1030, 1046, 1047, 1050 
Hunter Woodis, Steamer. Mentioned.-........-..---..----- ---- ee--0n ------ 611 
PatChines, Wi. Vi. MONbIONEO, — soca. a seete rte cn awe aa cnnalna ween snsnes =-- 2s 602 
Hlatchine Robert. | Mentioned . oe - -oa1- doin ta arinaseicaves same e= ass naan 880 


Illinois Troops. Mentioned. 
Cavalry—Regiments: 12th, 360, 701, 705-708, 1044. 
Infantry—Regiments: 39th, 35, 37, 377, 487, 548, 577, 678, 738. 
Indiana Troops. Mentioned. 
Infantry—Regiments : 13th, 17, 18, 44, 125, 182-139, 286, 289, 293-295, 298, 377, 487, 


_ 575, 676, 734, 1093. 

Intercourse. See Trade and Intercourse. 

International, Ship. Mentioned......--...--.....---------- ------+--+----- 492, 494 
Tredelln@.r, pMengioned jen. sce is oss cries en mele enen eons 744 
Ironsides, U.S. 8. Sec New Ironsides, U.S. S. 

Wack Posepls, MOniMOned 6.2... 62s nob onc we sein aie aos en aoe eerie ieee ne 578, 737 
MAGIBOM Dy Alee MentiOned= sc. sneer cls oes - 1 4- fwen acim benders wees 80 
Jackson, George. Mentioned..--......-..------------+- ent cee 121, 122, 1048 
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Page. 
Jackson, Thomas J. ‘ 
Death of, announced...- 0... ------ eee eee eee en en ee eee nee en ree eee eee - 1073 
Memtioned ss scr. scse eel nr 39, 284, 385, 551, 552, 714, 739, 1045, 1048, 1055, 1057, 1073 
Jacksonville, N. C. Skirmish near, Jan. 20, 1863. See New Berne, N. C. 

- Reconnaissance from, Jan, 17-21, 1863. : 
Jacob Marten, Sloop. Mentioned.....--.------------ +--+ ---+ +--+ +--------- 595 
Jacobs, Ferris, jr. ; 

IMemitiOnG (tua aoetcacee clita te cciseeced -aaaate fie Fock 69, 154, 159, 163, 164, 366, 556: 
Reports of yp 
Goldsborough, N. C. Operations, Dec. 13-14, 1862, during expedition to- Te 
Kinston, N. C. Demonstration on, March 6-8, 1863 .2.-....--.-..--.- 162 
Dames Lieutenant. Mentioned \o. 25 <.0 Jee ewe «ces cee sepunceas anes Seed ae 280, 566 
James River, Va. - 
Defenses of. 
Communications from 
EBTOWI BC Kotad wee a.e'e Sciwinminia wee ocaw' em ence) dam ane oe eee eee ee eee 921 
DE) GNIS pra) OM CLE OM = wine weaintae alt as veel a ot as ste alee eee eee ee 870 
Hinen. chy. Satu Gls Grecmcera salon = ple «nyaclon ioe oe aisle cleats eee eee 870 
Ongsineeh, VaMes 22s 2. sac oe tet, eee See ee ee 908 
Smith Gusta vue W cases ons se wank eee CeCe cece ten ee eee ae 870, 871 
War Departments On Stes csc 2 n= ccais 4a ee ee 743, 870, 871 
Davidson, Hunter, placed in charge of submarine ........---..------ 743 
Naval operations. Communications from 
Bagineer Department, C..8) A. c.cceccine eae oe ete eo ee ae 743 
Mali gan, Si. Wi asute soca win nla loeiaiiveh cia tara aati Oe Bealeton er aterere ase eee 741 
Navy Department, U.iS5- 35.4... ischeee sete oe etc te eee 376 
Operations on south side of, Aug. 20, 1862-June 3, 1863. 
Communications from 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Oftiee CES IAs a= eee eee 846, 909, 1084 
Army: Headquarters. <p ccc: sc <tc paix See oe ee 459, 479, 511 
Daniel, JUnins. es coon ee get nwicweroe eludes Uae eee 745 
Dix, JohnvAy 5. 4scec 386, 387, 398, 400, 403, 408, 410, 454, 455, 459, 460, 464, 


465, 473, 474, 476, 477, 479, 483-486, 507-509, 513, 517-521, 534, 537, 538, 540, 
541, 549-551, 553, 555, 556, 558, 561, 563, 567, 579, 627, 628, 698, 717, 719, 720 


Dodge, ‘Charles ©. 2. 2-i0s-oot oie aac sick ce: ccuee See 551 
B20; AMOI « voice 5.nin new eww awry reine gee OEE ae a 871, 919 
Blerebee, Di. ew neancmagscencr uncueu cents oe ie 745, 748 
BOER, OS's cone camvneee ene, anata ieee Laee enn 399, 483-485, 488, 495 
Hirehieh, Sanaiel Gr. Gye akan ce ele se Dae nein 846, 906, 1069 
Batman, William oo. sees evoes eahveeue ste ost ee 808, 809 
POD RING Mie ioe ee come mniceues auneet Eee 940, 946, 961, 1086 
Keyes, Eraemus Ds o._ wayteshvecas «deueeventin ae 592, 593 
ee, Robert BH... -.) oe na en enue ce eusy Coun ne 784, 846, 851 
TuG6) G, <0» sdWEN, Vole URE Leto cen. see ae 393, 413, 519, 566, 693, 713 
Longstreet, James oes cee cence todeee 909, 910, 918, 950, 956, 1045, 1094 
Manetield, Josoph K. Pl. 2.2. - 21.2... cue ce nee ee ee 385 
Navy Deparément, U8. sk coe. ee ee 442 
Peckrone yc ee ee 401, 416, 441, 444, 446, 453, 455, 458-460, 464, 


465, 474, 476, 482, 485, 504, 507, 510-513, 516, 517, 519-522, 524, 528, 530, 531, 
534-537, 539, 540, 542, 5438, 550-552, 555-558, 562, 564-566, 571, 573, 582, 586, 
626, 627, 639, 644, 652, 654, 657, 658, 673, 699, 705, 710, 714, 719, 723, 725, 744 
Beat, Roger Ass. oto ae Es oO ees 790, 845, 877, 879, 888 
oh siqi'viiaw'/sagipals Uateee ya UL UConn Sore VL nage 

titers sree eee eee. 743, 747-749, 751, 800, 845 
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James River, Va.—Continued. ant 
Operations on south side of, Aug. 20, 1862-June 3, 1863. 
Communieations from 
PoUrabcon,, Uranklinws o.2 owns. vs cease sponses ga oe secre ai ee ie 693 
PACE CLUE tah ee be oalowatis at Mawen- secu eee Le ee do 
. War Department, C.S..........- ba Bee oe Be Oat i. orn ae 845, 850 
Co-operation of Navy, U.'S., with Army ol. .02 02.20 ese. eee 393, 


400, 403, 410, 411 413, 519, 566, 693, 694, 698, 702-704 
See also FuhGs 

Aug. 31, 1862. Franklin. - Skirmish at. 

Sept. 2- 3, 1862. Suffolk. Expedition from. 

Oct. 3, 1862. Blackwater. Skirmish on the, near Franklin. 

Blackwater. Affair on the, near Zuni. 
15, 1862. Carrsville. Skirmish near. 
25, 1862. Zuni. Skirmish near. 
29, 1862. Blackwater. Skirmish on the. 
31, 1862. Franklin. Skirmish at. 

Nov. 12-14, 1262. Suffolk. Operations about, including skirmishes (12th) 
at Providence Church and (14th) at Blackwater Bridge 
and Zuni. 

17, 1862. Carrsville. Affair. near. 
18, 1862. Franklin. Skirmish at. 
Dec. 1, 1862. Beaver Dam Church. Skirmish at. 
2, 1862, Blackwater. Skirmish on the, near Franklin, 
8-12, 1862. Suffolk. Reconnaissances from, to the Blackwater, and 
skirmishes at and about Zuni. ge 
22, 1862. Windsor and at Joyner’s Kerry. Skirmishes near. 
; 28, 1862. Suffolk and at Providence Church. Skirmishes near. 
Jan. 8-10, 1863. Blackwater. Laxpedition from Suffolk toward the. 
9, 1868. Providence Church. Skirmish near. 
30, 1&63. Deserted House, or Kelly's Store, near Suffolk. LEngage- 
ment at. 
Feb. 5, 1863. Olive Branch Church. Skirmish near. 
7, 1863. Olive Branch Church. Skirmish at. 

Mar. 7- 9, 1°63. Suffolk. Reconnaissance from, and skirmish (9th) near 
Windsor. 

17, 1863. Franklin. Skirmish near. 
a 1863. Norfolk. Affair at. 

April 11-May 4, 1863. Suffolk. Siege of. 

May 12-26, 1863. .Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad, Operations on the, 
and skirmishes (15th, 16th) near Carrsville. 

15-28, 1863. Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad. Operations on the, 
and skirmishes (17th) near Providence Church and 
(23d) at Antioch Church and Barber's Cross-Roads. 
Also Dix to Halleck, pp. 388, 389, 395,396; Dix to Lee, p. 412; Dix to 
Lincoln, p. 458; Lincoln to Dia, p. 458; Keyes to Halleck, p. 587; 
Diz to Voster, p.667; French to Vance, p. 760; Smith to Lee, p. 786. 
James, W. H. 


‘ 


Correspondonee with North Carolina, Governor of..-..--.---++-+-+--+-+-- 957 
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Mantin  William.; Mentioned: oo... eels ce ysis oc cle wee csi let ee ee ele eee 995 

Martin, William F. 

Correspondence with Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C.S.A-.-.. 851 

IMenION GOR 20 atc thobeh catia out tom ees 760, 865, 975, 984, 1046, 1057, 1087, 1090 

Martindale; John H...Mentioned ann. .2.2:- cn acntecare seeiuanre Senermiee sete eee 608 


Maryland Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 
Infantry—Regiments: 2d B.S. Home Guards, 449; 5th, 377, 387. 
Massachusetts Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light—8atteries : 7th, 35, 37, 132, 133, 135-137, 139, 140, 200, 288, 
289, 293, 294, 305, 313, 355, 377, 408, 468, 483, 487, 576, 677, 735, 1094. 

Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 12,390; 2d, 260, 343, 576, 629, 677. 

Infantry—Regiments : 3d, 47, 48, 57, 60, 84-87, 90, 167, 168, 173, 175, 176, 225, 
237-239, 248, 249, 371, 372, 457, 469, 501, 548, 578, 584, 599, 674, 679, 737; Sth, 
60, 63, 73, 84-86, 186, 187, 219, 220, 223, 249, 346-348, 363, 365-367, 369, 370, 
457, 469, 500, 548, 577, 584, 598, 678, 736, 737; 6th, 35, 37, 132, 135, 139, 141, 
286, 487, 575, 676, 1093; Sth, 148, 225, 249, 468, 501, 548, 578, 599, 674, 679, 737; 
17th, 24, 25, 55-57, 60, 64, 65, 75-79, 85, 88, 92-04, 97, 98, 219, 220, 222, 246, 
248, 249, 259, 343, 345, 349-351, 378, 468, 500, 548, 577, 598, 678, 736; 23d, 24, 
25, 55, 60, 75, 76, 78-80, 93, 96, 97, 222, 378, 468, 501, 548, 577 , 602, 678, 737 ; 
24th, 6, 7, 9, 23, 24, 56, 60, 83, 378, 468, 500, 547, 548, 577, 679, 738; 25th, 25- 
30, 57, 60, 84-88, 90, 158-160, 162, 164, 186, 187, 199, 363-367, 369-37 1, 378, 469, 
500, 548, 556, 577, 598, 640, 678, 736 ; 27th, 57, 60, 84-88, 212, 214, 216, 217, 
343, 345, 346, 348, 351, 352, 363- 370, 378, 469, 500, 548, 577, 598, 678, 736 ; 40th, 
287, 323, 372, 676, 734; 43, 57, 60, 69, 75, 76, 80, 186, 187, 215, 217-220, 222, 
246, 248, 249, 252, 346, "349, 457, 468, 500, 548, 577, 598, 678, 736; 44th, 22, 24, 
56, 60, 83, 145-147, 212, 215-217, 222, 345, 351, 457, 468, 500, 548, 577, 599, 679, 
737; 45th, 55, 60, 75, 76, 80, 81, 97, 104, 220, 343-245, 349-351, 365, 457, 468, 
500, "548, 577 , 598, 678, 736 ; acth, 55, 60, 64, 84-86, 88-91, 186, 187, 220, 346, 
363-367, 369, 457, 469, 500, 548, 577, 598, 640, eo 736; 51st, 54, 60, 63, 72, 


75, 81, 82, 129, 130, 176, 177, 186, 468, 500, 527, 548, 556, 577, 598, 678, 736, 914. 
Massascit, Steamer. Mentioned snipinin'e es Sesin}=eie is ie) Sel tre 147, 259, 640 
WMasten, Cornelius S. Mentioned ...... oc. -2c cc sceses cons uc Ue, 291, 292 


Mattamuskeet Sue N. &. Expedition to, March 7-14, 1863. Report of 


W2b tetas ens ies sce veeecemanc tines tee 180 
Matthew (Colored), . 
Wem onediemems. 20 cus <9) yu t E. Biakk «0's sete ree eet te 
PSSREMCDU OD 2 22 wn wnthns>ss'aine cn gk ud euienaceas dees ae en 526 
Matthews County, Va. 
Destruction of Salt Works in, Noy, 22, 1862. Communications from 
PH HONDA. sain vansneiva neq sicamennin-sunccin dieaeish eee -. 462 
Nastes) FROME SM, .n.--. 22-0 snn cnends kackiees ose oan 462 
Expedition into, May 19-22, 1863, 
Basaniuies tions from Erasmus D, ROye8 o55.ncnti sens. ee 359 
Co-operation of Navy, U. 8. » Wibh Army: cwcssigis see. ck Oe 359-361 
Reports of 
GUUS, TODA Ee acs dns on ctken ciety fle cas eOOn 
Reeves, Mrasm ae Do ooo. earenwasis sa, coy ee 359 
pulbattick, Judsonet.. 31... ... (.icaci sa geet 360 
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Matthews County, Va.—Continued. ae 
Reconnaissance to, Dec. 12, 1862. See Yorktown, Va. Reconnaissance from, 
Dee. 11-15, 1862. 
Read. hay wrentioned ¢ 80s) baUe TG eset PE 952, 1036, 1086 
Maxwell, Wilson C. 
MG INULONE Memes ie! Aare eee esd fate cee oe st cae os aN 18, 35, 37, 96, 99, 500, 577, 737 
Report of engagement at Kinston, N. C., Dee! TA STS62 Ree a cte—.  aee a eed: 
Beyer Ont. MONtONED. 5 = oo nw soins Seem cece devas dots ooo oceca tenets 68 
Mey Orr S GL wee TOMbIONCC tsi lec nle neces saan acer. Shea bane. con eee 977 
PCAC wate mE MON tONCA =. oe at coe eee epee Tce oe ee eee 849 
PC ANS NV ener dee Mentioned) 25. < Jock wscciceutecaeieck 2oos nc ncw een. ee 122 
Medals of Honor. (Union.) Awarded. Demonstration on Kinston, N. C., 
MiaivE 20-2 OOo me saat Mee tesa gine tas see eee ae st oe eee 369 


Meigs, Montgomery C. Mentioned ..............22..222........ 467, 537, 582, 637 
For correspondence, etc., see Quartermaster: General's Office, USSwA. 


Melton, Samuel W. Mentioned P2013 SBARUEPO ASA aAeABOS jiHse 742, 749, 771, 922 
For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see Gustavus W. Smith. 
Memminever,.Charles-G. “Mentioned s. 225. wack ne ck ck ce elec. ne ait lS 
Pyle Zies se AL; MLCNGIONEM -Sehissaec «sce 0) pe meee te seicewiels 2 Se eee ee. 140 
Mercer, H. W. Correspondence with G. T. Beauregard..............-.-.... 817 
AVEGKC Cine VL AIM) Elche MGIIIONOW 5 © lolaicratac'a fo rsior-easisyeb Miele mien «06 Seiae eae oe 9 
Merrimac, Steamer. (Blockade Runner.) Mentioned tee AS Se eee ee 1017, 1022 
Merrimac, Steamer. (U.S. Transport.) Mentioned ..............--.. 389, 390, 392 


Merrimac, No.1, C.8. 8. See Virginia, C. 8. 8. 
Merrimac, No. 2, C.S8.8. See Richmond, C. S. 8. 


MMerniiman eA dams. Mentioned. .—<..6 5-2 seiseels en cle cece sels asjeees saceee 100, 737 
Merrimon, A. S. 

Correspondence with North Carolina, Governor of.........-....-.------ 881, 893 

MOS LINONEG | 0542s BAR ASABE OOO Srp 590 9 -c6ts SSE eno Saeeoder 5 He Saseseroe oA 897, 898 
Mera ronrye La MeNtIONCM. 6. - ccemeinnsauiee eriaae sem saci 61, 170, 171, 184, 185 
MiciscredUmt ROMAS dp MenvlOned cass s<caaace tee siswlee sec meet oct cece s 64 
Wiessinr cipal cl meV leCtilON GOs amainq) main aletatekaiaia' oe iesiemtete oial= a aiele ate o 15,512 
MEctamMoLa ts peamel.s MOnmONOds. aco. cecesea smcicccccncsoaemeonare co 444, 448, 450 
Mic Cale eniy pe MON MONE a acone ater an asinicinaelabicine apse tala tale belee a e/Acta cine 514 
Weve mene vee me MenGlONCd mm ratece cl risleicin sie eee so ntaiceleinioeiam eo minieicmisiai= 179 


MEIC AMG COULG me MCT UON GU aeislaewee aeieir-mwiesinisair oulseminicislalne eels seieiease=i= LOO 
Michigan Troops. Mentioned. 
Infantry—Regiments: 26th, 272, 286, 676, 734. 
Middlesex County, Va. Reconnaissance to, Dec. 13, 1862. See Yorktown, Va. 
Reconnaissance from, Dec. 11-15, 1862. 


PMc dade we vison blONCd onc -enteme cleanin miles nine ea= mn -laicaceie = 30 
(itive), (CMS (ane V0 can Re ecae soe cen con. -66 CoE Ose Cocca Seta aeoapG ce ceceened 822, 

t 823, 827, 831, 832, 834-836, 840-842, 855, 1011, 1019, 1027, 1028, 1045 
Wisller) Levi me CODLONCU 1a cicic owes) scinicicciscies! melee wwieeicivic's ciel orivines ele nisne sieci= 100 


Milligan, J. FP. 
Correspondence with 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S, A.--. .----------------- TAL 
Btomei Oanitel Gries 4)20-.\escisaeiacn cae valle See ins Joe vewe-- tess ese te) L005 


Veriton Cl meee once iew cree cia teininis cise eininic om aleie i ciciere o cintale ice wintale 750, 788, 997 
Millward, James, jr. Mentioned ......---.--.-.----- 409, 421, 425, 428, 433, 588, 621 
Milroy, R.H. Mentioned ..-...-..-+. 0-22 -202 enee eee eee eee eee eee teers 819, 1070 
Mink, Charles EH. Mentioned ....--..-.--.----.------------- 50, 360, 576, 734, 1094 
Minnesota, U.S.S. Mentioned..........-----------------+----- 383, 886, 993, 1058 


Minor, R.D. Mentioned .... -...-- 200 -e- ven cence eee n ee cee e er cee e eer eee 1092 
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Page. 
Minot, Bdward J. Mentioned...-...----.--+2 cece scree ceee cree cee nee ceeeee 349 
ississippi Troops. Mentioned. 
aati iehe—entraries' Confederate Guards, 324, 325, 331, 334, 900, 
916, 917, 929, 989, 1010, 1021, 1056, 1067; Madison Light, 1038. 

Infantry—Regiments: 2d, 11th, 566; 42d, 566, 751, 759, 764. 
Mitchel, O. M.[?]. Mentioned .... ..2.---- ---- 20 e222 eee eee ee cone ce nene 1078 
Mitchell, B. B. Mentioned .......--------+ seeeee cee cee e coon eee eee eee 575, 735 
Mitchell, James T, Mentioned......--.---------+---++ +--+ ------ ---------- 18 
Mitchell, S. P. Mentioned..--....-. --- -040 ---- 22-2 ener eee 896, 1037, 1039, 1043 
Mix, John. 

Mentioned <2 ce. crc c ce ee cccc eee ced cccccseen ses cmsicessiniaats 5-7, 24, 25, 70, 91, 411 

Report of attack on Washington, N. C., Sept. 6, 1862-...--..... atte oa ae Z 
Mix, Simon H. 

Correspondence with 

Cole, George W tcc cscccwee sccwee seve ciniiewesd weleleniceld eaeessleaacms 508, 509 
FOster, -JONN G...- o2. cece core cnacweas se obs daetinnvcewera Sua weheen oe 508 

Mentioned! 2 2ssses cee cece 390, 469, 501, 527, 533, 547, 549, 576, 678, 679, 736, 737 

Report of reconnaissance from New Berne, N. C., Jan. 17-21, 1863-.-...-.. 127 
Mizell, Jonathan T. Report of attack on Plymouth, N. C., Dec. 10, 1862 .... 48 
Modern Greece, Steamer. ‘Mentioned :~. 22/252 hon deseecees con ee ule 415, 416 
Moffatt, Edward S. Mentioned ....... 2220.22.50 200. - seen A ee a 61, 62 
Monday, Samuel L.. Mentioned /.02. 0.5.02 .cise vocwles we eeeese cee OGsDmE 
Monitor, U.S.-5.,.-Mentioned 132202 2 S05. SSSR assets see dele 1 ae 400, 504, 837 
Montauk, UL S.S. ‘Mentioned’... 02) S2sateecs s dees ee oe ae 505 
Montebello, ship: Mentioned 2-- ac. casctenwatscteels tema a aan ree ere ene ode) SOL 
Montgomery, E?]. Mentioned .o5.sss25. see aceasta coe eee 690 
Montgomery, Augustus S. 

Correspondence with John G: Moster.c. 022 2es asclse. Glee see 1068 

IMGUIGION EGS scrcleeeene costae Ru ctee vaste Could Gas renee a eeeneneaee 1067, 1072 
Menteomery Jolin. E.--Mentioned- ....::.scc.css ee enon eee eee 79 
Monticello; U. SiS. - Mentioned... 2.3. .s0cc dese eee eee 2 
Moody, John. S. Mentioned 2.2... 220.20 aqsase s tect Lue dee . sae Dna 
Moore; ANIC, - Mentioned). 2. 1.2 so sw sooosccace seu SOaeeee fee 807 
Nioore, AY De Mentioned 202... vos. vec ce ws Dads ee JUSRCi S Sane ee ee 2555 
Moore, Helen. Mentioned ; .. 1.22... 6.07. ccaae vesdedae ee eee 893 
Bioore, Henry -J.- Memtioned:. ..... ... 0... biece owe OS. CeU eee 14 
Moore, J. G.” Mentioned ss... 2... 2... sacbes . eu 1049 
Moore, Wade. “Mengioned.-.~ .. 2.i.. asi.dccs eck eee OSU 893 


Motenus, Harvey B.~ Mentioned. 322. 0.3.4.) Ai guuc aes ee 165 
Borey, Join EB. \Meutioned............ 20.5. Seat eee 744, 1018 
Morgan, Joseph. ““Manmtioned..... 2.02. s.scceccdeedan dee caentild Gent Sune 259 
Morgan, Thomas A., Steamer. Mentioned.........2..--.eecec. --- 544, 545, 592 
Morris, Commodore, U.S. 8. Mentioned .............-..--.. 256-258, 596, 607, 698 
Morris, David B. 

Correspondence with John G, Foster...... 2.2. ....-.scccces cocdecence ucee 182 

Mentioned... Saaaaagee oc... xen Sema: Sets ngeGds 181, 223,557, 577, 737 

Report of expedition to Mattamuskeet Lake, N. C., March 7-14, 1863...... 180 


Morris, P.A.S. Mentioned...... 22.20.00... cose cece ecee eee e ek. Po heataae 43 
Morris, Richard H. Mentioned...............__. 277, 280, 303, 305, 307, 310, 317, 672 
Morris, W.S. Correspondence with Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C. S.A... 958 
eeeeee, William ‘W. Mentioned... 2c2k.. gunbdacte.- Jk aula 671 


=n abele ste Jae 4 ta eee 575 
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Page. 
Miorse,,U;S..S, Mentioned: ..............--.-525 357, 393, 408, 413, 417, 425, 699, 704 
PACING GOSe DN Ey Py MOUTLONGU. hex sl lo) es acmestede cB and 157, 158 
Peon taibestotvc.. ‘Mentioned 201.05... << oceccccccts coce.canthedoucce "457 
Mortons WW illiand, | Mem bione dy cis 3q sje). waasiniadd badass idnweeidneods coc awn epee SoS 
Moschell, John F. 
Correspondence with Thomas J. OC. Amory......-2-. 00. ..ecccceceee scenes 27 
PNOITIC TUR SANS SAAR GE ft Arar oe SM RSE RREGRE Hae tice ob de ny ops An 63 
Reports of 
Goldsborough, N.C. Operations Dec. 11-16, 1862, during expedition to- 70 
New Berne, N. C. Demonstration on, Nov. 11, 1862..............2-+- 29, 30 
Moncloywrar in Montioneds sass veces weet. ede ek a oe ee ee 744, 762 
roses ht ede Mentioned ssa cosos Cee Ree oon a Webb acoewcGk . oeee 896, 899, 942, 943 
Mosier devine Mention ddiguse. sjcereesecateus oc ae tee tet duseas ec eee Gees 162,165 - 
Paosd, Thomas, «Mentioned: 232tef, ucsGie sik cadexi da. LSehad ace luc? sce 260 
WMrotLlev-pmnhomas: Is. 7) Mentioned siec... ci. 5.2eviicwin cs con cdesde webeheeedeee 357 
DEO UU Miva Wliceae Ml ON GLONE Uremic usaoeimieitincGisties cae ceeeaseiecic net kate akeen wees 273, 274 
WEOMLEOR ROLES OM wel OM LION GUase cei nincala (Sec eee ainteice aie let caeeeik~ aece bce 87 


Mount Olive Station, N.C. Affair at, Dec. 16, 1862. Report of J. Garrard... 69 
See also Dec. 11-20, 1862. Expedition to Goldsborough, N.C. Reports of 


Foster, John G. Smith, Gustavus W. 
Mount Washington, U.8.S. Mentioned -................... 276, 616, 651, 661, 662 
WEITOLG yd Olt Er. MCT UONEE sone caren c cae cess nets ae cee ee ss sees See eR ae 1095 
INFGENOL TIC erg.) MOLE OIONE meee coe ns elec are eee Osos Scie oe eee 133 


Munford, George W. For correspondence, etc., see Virginia, Governor of. 
Munitions of War. Supplies of, etc. Communications from 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. 8. A.. 1... 222. 02 - eee cee 817 
aE ELC LOM TAIN CUS emtclnninia)o(a\s = ele eie wate aie sia fata = tleae alta etre oie acetate 392, 540 
Duglut, TGs Satin A6 BRS SBP B RESO OS SOOO EOS ESE DOE COC OO REO ONG OREO re cice 664, 672 
Sediineacn tl, Canal aetemaegion Apram OO CemS EOS OU bOOREREO TON GNSeLoser iach 5b 817, 821 
IDeRUS, UGHRa ti < Sa oA Rosse eSn SO AO OSU CHOOT Eon eRdersbesGouose Soo 761, 860, 870 
ree one ks 22 c5255 A ee eek .. 466, 470, 482, 483, 485, 491, 521, 532, 667 
Mncinecs Depaeenienby Cea Ain ccine els cinalsinin <2 enc) on 1c atetaie's oe ters ee yaraen 330, 769 
Gigpe, Ci 8)s6 aeaec Assam mereCcr Sarco cCadCosponEards coms SbaGges oe co SsaIaer 483, 491 
ISON ued KONI Cie Soe ape ARSON ARIGOB SOOO NI SEG IARC OS™ OSG OOO DOE aise Oe 540 
[PieiiGlel (SUING mesermenoonsieKierene COR BEOOAI CORO OT SOE EO SCOT Oa0 GSOn eae 874 
Guag@iits Le lita Sans Shop ahoncaeh cdc sees gas Asocso stead apeceuoroeaack 988 
alRyTBaSs hy old eepeamebanaonnooenecs SooScbesasinaabog Sooere COSOI0 D680 DASEHD ee 957 
Jem. Ne Chae seidhinbbon conc ccbacecSoeneCOBUNe Hous cag CAG Sd DPOSeeOHOanG 863 
Deine He JB ans meceetoo UaCoeCeDes Jago Seb ASS SACP AC me JOCSSReb Danone 664 
TbieS5 1RGo) OGIO J Bhaemessh pane ieorioioco Cone BCU IGSCe ROS OOO ICIG Iu Saar OOO 771, 943 
TLS Sh IE JS 5 e68 boaSeen4 Saees Sedind Sago stomenemoc bee. copo cose OSE Beare Jal Ooe 
NOS ee U TS NCR thee sone oat ewes coss fen eealann © Nabiehe ot ces decl>n eee eee 
Naowtha@ 210) tila, G OvernOT One aeeiece tain tate ata alee aa = 2)o1 > 758, 769, 771, 856, 1026 
Peek; JoWn'S 22222-52222 oo seas onic aaa e ene e esc see cane ee wae so oe een e ne 391, 521 
Robertson, B. H..-...--- ---- ---- 2-22 eens cee eee eee ee ee cee cee eens en 
Ruffin, Frank G..--..------- 22-22. eon ee eee ee eee eee eee eee eee 766 
Smith, Gustavus W ....--.------ 2-22 ceed eee eee ee none ee ne eee eee ee 781 
Subsistence Department, C. S.A -.-- 222. --25 .eseee oe eee eee eee eee 764, 912 
War Department, C. S....------------ 202 eee eens cee eee eee eee 860, 871, 873 
Riemer WISI C seauese 222.(aue. o2= 2 868, 899, 904, 910, 940, 972, 988, 1000, 1005 


See also Smith to French, p. 768; Whiting to Smith, pp. 773, 783; Whiting to 
Vance, p. 790; Pryor to Smith, p. 845; Smith to Seddon, p. 858; 
Hill to Seddon, p. 890; Daniel to Hill, p. 924; Ransom to Hill, 


p. 981. 
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t Page. 
Murchison, Alexander. Mentioned ...... 2.2.2 c-s0snesese tees secasnes anes eee 
Murdoch; Joseph. Mentioned... 2.2. .css ceed cacwcesescets+ suni-) ssceeee aoe 
Murphy, Mathew. 
Itinerary of 3d Brigade, 1st Division, 7th Corps. Siege of Suffolk, Va., 
April Q-May Boot cciele nates # a ninjatanlainleialotaysinlel> et=) a avara ave at ane een 
Mentioned........-...-------+-2------ 132, 140, 277, 280, 284, 286, 296, 575, 676, 735 


Murphy; ‘Peter -M. - Mentioned)... cece tener eeeen 3 seen ee = eee 7,8. 
Murray, Albert, via. Mengonedst 22-2 2a-4 - === 5= Aecisee eee sienna ce eee 305, 307 - 
Murray, Alexander,s Mentioned”. v2... setae oe ae ae nie -.-. 52, 58, 183, 579, 588 
NE Una yi wkd. kts DIGntlONed tds ae seteas = Mac aedicse tea cet einen ee ee 274, 280, 307 
Mutiny. 
Manne Artiliery. Ordexof John. G, Foster:..c.<<n<enseeeeees eee soe eenen 471 
2d KE. 8. (Maryland) Infantry. Communications from John A. Dix ....-.. 449 
7th New York Cavalry. Communications from 
Diss SORT Av Soiree a ei are'a de wwretermrete DY IS IE ies ae 550 
Dodge Charles: C~2-5. Sc sO. ache ae sarc eae a 551 
Becks, iJ O11 J SR iaetege ciao ional areas ater eet ora acee ote a 551 
96th New York Volunteers. Communications from John G. Foster -.----- 513 
Myer A}, Jf Mentiondd #s Sk eaiwet oi Ren ee ee ee a 258 
Whyiers: A‘. Care MonpionedWatce tetets os oc s-0\o ss one oe ae eee 107, 758, 761, 859 
For correspondence, etc., see Quartermaster-General’s Office, C. S.A. 
Myers, Charles D. Correspondence with Samuel G. French ......---...---- 997 
Myers, B. T.D. Correspondence with Engineer Department, C. S. A....-.-- 825 
EV ora, Jie Men hORed cask tmts our «welds versa vhenwstemajes de cle 512 
Meyers, Stephen. —.Menkiqneds).0 x thence sides dvdew Sood Marat 1020 
py ok, George. Mentioned’. 2a... tyn<eizdath Gitweu van Odea 87, 368 
Be ALS Rol MONG ODEG cai nates: cee don,caents codec wakecunghte eee 515, 699, 704 
Bevery aniel. .; Mentionoiu.«. Mid sac issu dacncs fos bake ui eee 575, 735, 1093 
aimelay Jamon, 9. Mentioned . <ics s-2isk vnncedieineascancuaee ccs, ike 149 
Waglee, Henry M. 
PSC SAMOMIS be GOMMANA) ci s3ti<as snes es oncscaisescs ages ac. ueteean eee 563, 652 
Correspondence with 
DUNT ORO USCIS wins odin Spidnsis ney > «dpsinss «ce 607, 608 
POP ORM GAG orc a, Saas RT ae oe 462, 479, 482, 501, 505 
POC wig ein -nninsine Gin'vp Sint Fana'n sale Lacan. Be ae 212, 


216, 219, 221, 222, 380, 462, 468, 479, 491, 494, 496, 499-501, 505, 512, 516, 524, 
528, 533, 547, 548, 563, 576, 594, 622, 623, 652, 678, 695, 737, 822, 824, 844, 1054 
Reports of 


Cloucester Point, Va. Skirmish at, Nov. 16) 1862 202 jee eee 32 
Washington, N.C, Expedition to, April: '7=19" 1863 2 ae ee 220 
Yorktown, Va. Reconnaissance from, Dee, 11-15, 1862. 2, uae eee 49 
Sramembyelne. 8c. Mentioned... 0. oicnivacancccurusa,ceue bene 580, 533, 857 
Be ee ON ED a. ois cana accnionpevobncicsec ee Ome "762 
Nash, Nathaniel. Mentioned........._.. Sa \siainre (emis cuiae See osha oat ae 404 
Boer cnard. Els, Mentioned..........sccseesesses..0s,.0sc0 do eee 520 521 
Naval Vessels. Construction of, Communications from 
Bs PBI, C108 oa saceds costes, vanden ct ep ae 766, 875, 919 
Pei AQUA NGOVOTAOT OF. osu ae ete 77, 912 
BS tL Canine nas nntveks +s csaccessonvsgercneie, en eEnte 939 1035 
See also General Jesup, U.S. 8. . 
Navy, ss 5S. Co-operation with Army. Communications from 
Be IU Sr ws iis 6 on nkig vo ing vs nbv cust ssn 
Bee eniatinent, 08... so, nee 
Bonin tee sewees voecen vosnnrus ne RE 820, 863, 869 
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Navy, U. S. 
Co-operation with Army. Communications from 

Dek, JQ 22 Coe es EET MEBOCE Don Cr ees ae coo nee aaa wana 654, 696, 697, 709. 

iON eRe OREN Ore eeapaidls <(ciam aa tain/a ania «anim ad haces fa cee ey des 647,715 

ACO Sep beh ators Sictelcpos wesc sae 630, 631, 673, 681, 688, 696, 709, 713, 717, 731 

See also ; 


Aug. 20, 1862-June 3, 1863, Eastern Shore, Va. Operations on the, 
James River, Va. Operations on south side of. 
North Carolina. Operations in. 
Peninsula, Va. Operations on the. 
Sept. 6, 1862. Washington, N. C. Attack on. 
Oct. 3, 1862. Blackwater, Va. Skirmish on the. 
Nov. 1-12, 1862. New Berne, N. C. Expedition from. 
22, 1862. Matthews County, Va. Destructionof Salt-Works in. 
Dec. 8-12, 1862. Blackwater, Va. Reconnaissances to the. 
10, 1862. Plymouth, N. C. Attack on. 
12-15, 1862. Neuse River, N. C. Operations on the. 
Jan. 7-9, 1863. Yorktown, Va. Expedition from. 
13, 1863. West Point, Va. Expedition to. 
Feb. 1-10, 1863. Plymouth, N. C. Expedition to. 
Mar. 10-13, 1863. Plymouth, N. C. Demonstration on, 
14, 1863, Anderson, Fort, N. C. Attack on. 
30-Apr. 20, 1863. Washington, N. C. Siege of. 
Apr. 1, 1863. Yorktown, Va. Expedition from. 
6, 1863. Nixonton, N. C. Skirmish at. 
7, 1863. Gloucester Court-House, Va. Expedition to. 
11-May 4, 1863. Suffolk, Va. Siege of. 
- 16, 1863. Pumunkey River, Va. Affair on. 
May 15, 1862. Emily and Arrow, Steamers. Capture of. 
Robinson’s Plantation, King and Queen County, Va. 
Expedition to. 
19-22, 1863. Matthews County, Va. Expedition into. 


ncprive onsahosotncers Otc (LICE) ie toso acim) =.ainnols mm wiahs atalsimte = Sivinieintn ale eric fers 400 
Navy Department, C.S. Correspondence with 

AWE aoe Wr oe are cap Ode cae oY ace Se head lh Pea suhis dias cer b alos 919 

Noxrthi@arolinan GoviernOnOL i.) sa cee == a\eclns nlm nce ecm a cimcinee 766, 777, 875, 912 

Wear Department CiS - 22 sa - 9 nnn an cnn ee wianinninismvinne o seieaelewienns 976, 1023 

VN WG IBLE SaG50n4 Seems neces Seesben tans 66s qoEonSoconIOnedseOneS 1024 
Wavy Department, U.S. Correspondence with 

Army Headquarters...---.----------- e220 -- +20 eee cone eee eee eee ene eee 388 

ibery Sb IE See eaeiosecco don sec ceobe a eens (Aden Sa57 30 -o6lseonbr 429, 430, 442, 448, 650 

War Department ..----..---..--.-- 2-20 ------ 2-2 + ese 376, 430, 442, 451, 452 
Negroes. 

Enlistment of, for U. S. Navy. Communications from S. P. Lee.......--. 489 

Freedmen and Slaves. See Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands. Also 

Slaves. 

iNeilieD,, schooner.» Mentioned 2 ooo ee eee. cen canin sonore oan -- tenn 243, 244 
Nelson, Charles. Mentioned ........-..-+.------ 22-222 coos eee ee ee eee eeee es 886 
Nelson, William B. Mentioned ...-.....--.----------+ 2-220 cere ee eee eee 853. 
WNethercctt, John H. Mentioned ~.....--.---..2.-2-.---..----- 858, 914, 1084, 1074 


Neuse, District of the. (Union.) See North Carolina, Department of. 
Neuse River, N. C. Operations on the, Dec. 12-15, 1862. 
Co-operation of Navy, U.8., with Army ..-.-.------------++-+--- 58, 61, 105, 106 
Report of Horace A. Manchester... .--.-------+-+------++s-eece cece cece eens 105 
See also report of Foster, p. 58. 
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Page. 
Neuse Road, N. C. Reconnaissance on the, Jan. 27-28, 1863. Report of J. 
Richter Jones... sss cisccwwslsw svelte tse bigidlo wt Ste Jd ewe eee 131 
New Berne, N.C. 
Demonstration on, Nov. 11, 1862. 


Communicationsfrom John F. Moschell.........2.. +++. A eo 27 

Reports of 
Aniory; Thomas Jy Coic2 095 42765. dea oti eden ee ee ee 24 
Derinyy Ii-Waldosscsitac.. 2st s.2 tae Fees - as neie esse meee 25. 
Drennan, James Mi eet eke «2s asst Sees c.- eae eee eee 27 
Moschell; Jolin; J sais oars <a Bete ab eh etoee s ncciiseeeecriecs seems 29, 30 
Richter; Henry Metis: =. ctcsas usaotd esas eaeees eee 28 

Expedition against, March 8-16, 1863. 

Communicationsftom D2 A, Bill (243 2 sas).sos. cote t ioe Paes 195 

Itinerary of Palmer’s division, 18th Corps, March 7-15 ............... 186 

Reports of 
Daniel; Junias, Mareh ®-44.,. rv. ctw seed. A0eh eee eee 196 
Poster, Jolin @iats tui. a.d. eee 183 
Garnett, Richard: Bv.:2.ci01..k sd. week Pe ee ee 
Haskell, John Gi, Marelt-214 .102.00 Sh, ee eee 190 
Bill, DoH . 2.08 SEAT calls seek eee 188 
Pettigrew, Job Ji. so92.8s. aes oul ee 192 
Prince, Henry; Matele 15-167: 20a. et bekt. Alcan 187 
Robertson, B.Aiy Marel S4isiweve_ 5. Hoe a eee 197 

See also 


March 13-14, 1863. Deep Gully, N. C. Skirmishes at. 
14, 1863. Anderson, Fort, N. C. Attack on. 
Expeditions from 
Noy. 1-12, 1862, 


Communications from John G. Foster......2.....2- sc. ceeeee cee 447 
Co-operation of Navy, U. 8., with SIRS. cone eee 22 
Reports of 
AInOlas Fob ssh. uk d, clata'e ‘wlan lnWln = bictvte'cia lela ctr ree an 23 
Wouter Tohis: Geis .css/sctcnacacttaheod oles  ae 20 
Stevenson, Thomas Gc csJaeiy Rt. ed 22 


March 6-10, 1863. 
Communications from 

Foster, John G ........ 

Prince, Henry 


tislais Sieleisie sn) b'wia b wit w clelcelela asics EU eee 177 

Reports of 
Farquhar, Francis U.......... JSS SHER eRe ee ee eee 174 
hibloker j-bebep hy. aive: ss 214+.<cv aces Seen eee 17k 
CATER, TOPERW eS cet. en ck eke pas SO 179 
Loew tay Gseagmi Wai le pviudisuwed cet. Sh 177,178 
Hicrtney Henke iehctekte ct vewwdsih acell weve ae 166 
Rice, Pitkin Ween set se ok Jeeisivie Sele enn ole. ERO Sem 
Richmond, SilaeeR ok use Jiu. d eed oie 175 
SprAg0e,: A. Basha ineniineaia lee LEN eee 176; 
Taylor, David sii as na canirindDbORT RIE eee 170 


Reconnaissance from, Jan. 17-21, 1863. 
Communications from 
Amory, Thomas J. © .......... ent 
Dix, John A 
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New Berne, N. C.—Continued. vos 
Reconnaissance from, Jan. 17-21, 1863. 
Reports of 
Mii MOM FB 3d etd: ieee POSS Le ecd eke eee 127 
Pprague, AugantesB, Becta iS A Ok 129 
See also Foster to Halleck, p. 524. 
HNewhouldsedini) Mentionéddi08. ol 1 ie a ced aloo ed Ree 545 
New Hampshire Troops. Mentioned. 
Infantry—Regiments : 10th, 286, 301-304, 308, 317, 318, 562, 570,575, 676, 735 ; 
13th, 287, 301, 303, 305, 308, 312, 315-318, 562, 570, 575, 676, 735. 
New Jersey Troops. Mentioned. 
Infantry—Regiments : 9th, 25, 55-58, 60, 63, 65, 70, 74, 76-78, 85, 88, 91-96, 98, 
99, 102, 222, 378, 469, 501, 548, 577, 602, 678, 737 ; Oth, 272, 286, 297, 676, 
735; 25th, 287, 303, 305, 312, 313, 316, 317, 562, 570, 575, 676, 735. 
INew, Tronsides;-U/St S> Mentioned). 2 esac t.docs ih kok Seeded ceceee Jct 400 
Newkirk, Abraham F. ; 
Correspondence: with W.-H. Cs Whiting et 220s Josie ea A ee 808 
Miemuione dicta. cote k stone & seek thee ES FE Se 34, 821 
Newport News, Va. Army Corps, 9th, transferred to, Feb. 9-21,1863...... 149 
Newspapers. 
Dix contradicts statement in New York Times ............ 2. .20020- 00000. 579 
Newbould, Mr. Expelled from Department of Virginia...............-. - 545 
New. York;iSteamen, Mentioned 22.0 6252. cecse ec hc een awe cede ceca nd 502 
New York Times, Editor of the. Correspondence with John A. Dix..-.-.. 579 


New York Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light—Battalions: Rocket,* 402, 414. Batteries: Allis’t 55, 68, 
71, 366, 569; 7th, 377, 468, 487, 575, 677, 735, 1093; 8th, 487, 576, 677, 734,” 
1094; 16th, 272, 288, 294, 677, 735; 19th, 272, 288, 677, 735; 23d, 54, 57, 
63-65, 69, 82, 223, 240, 243, 252, 469, 472, 501, 527, 549, 578, 679, 737; 24th, 
25, 54, 55, 60, 63-65, 73, 85,177, 469, 472, 501, 549, 578, 640, 679, 737. Regi- 
ments: 1st (Batteries) F, 377, 468, 487, 576, 677,734, 1094; H, 49, 377, 468, 
487, 576, 677, 734, 1094; 3d,t 21, 54, 85, 103, 181, 402, 414, 447, 469, 471, 472, 
501, 549, 557, 578, 679, 737; (Batteries) B, 55, 58, 60, 63-65, 77, 78, 86, 91, 92, 
96, 99, 102, 104, 175; D, 65; B, 56, 60, 63-65; F, 60, 63-67, 69,98; G, 7,212, 
216, 217,390; H, 6-10, 57, 58, 60, 63-65, 85-87, 89, 167, 187, 225, 249, 252, 345, 
363, 365, 368-370; I, 56, 60, 63-65; K, 57, 60, 63-66, 69; M, 372; 1st Marine, 
22, 60, 105, 106, 390, 471, 472. 

Cavalry—Batta/ions: 23a, 737. Regiments: 2d, 360, 361, 706-708; 3d, 6-10, 
24, 28-31, 54-57, 59, 60, 64, 67-75, 86, 127-129, 154, 156-160, 162-165, 177, 178, 
181, 187, 212-214, 216, 220, 225, 226, 239, 240, 246, 251, 345, 351, 353, 362, 366, 
369, 370, 390, 402, 441, 447, 469,500, 501, 508, 509, 524, 527, 533, 547, 549, 556, 
557, 569, 576, 671, 679, 724, 726, 737, 1064; 6th, 50, 124, 260, 263, 377, 468, 487, 
576, 677, 707, 734, 1094; 7th,§ 4, 15, 17, 18, 31, 123, 126, 127, 133, 138, 179, 180, 
278, 288, 289, 291, 292, 296, 299, 303, 305, 306, 321, 322, 377, 468, 483, 487, 511, 
530, 540, 550-552, 576, 677, 735, 1035, 1094 ; Lath, 737. 

Infantry—B8atta/ions : Enfans Perdus, 50, 377, 380, 487, 496, 501, 582, 548,, 
574, 577, 678, 738; 1st Sharpshooters, 286, 292, 293, 575, 676, 734, 1093. 
Regiments: 34, 272, 283, 377, 385-387, 389, 468, 486, 487, 499, 574, 677, 691, 736, 
979, 1026, 1093; 4th, 377, 385-387, 389 ; 9th, 271, 279, 286, 302, 308, 562, 570, 
575, 582, 592, 593, 598, 671, 676, 691, 979; 13th, 25th, 377; 54th, 1037; 56th, 
49, 51, 487, 501, 548, 577, 678, 738; Sst, 487, 501, 548, 577, 603, 678, 737; 


ee 


* Became 23d and 24th New York Batteries in Sept., 1862. 
+ Howitzer battery, attached to 83d New York Cavalry. 

+ Batteries designated when practicable. 

§ First Mounted Rifles. 
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Page. 
ops. Mentioned—Continued. : 

Bie Reina : 85th, 60, 92, 95-98, 100, 249, 259, 377, 487, ea 548, 577, 
584, 599, 679, 737, 1060; 89th, 271, 276, 286, 302, 304, 305, 308, 312, 314, 317, 
562, 570,575, 640, 676, 735; 92d, 60, 95-97, 99, 100, 104, 172, 184, 377, 487, Bae; 
548, 577, 599, 679, 737, 1060, 1064; 96th, 18, 56, 59, 60, 92, 95-98, 100, 101, 103, 
104, 248, 249, 377, 487, 500, 518, 548, 577, 584, 599, 679, 722, 737, 1060, 1064, 
1090; 98th, 487, 501, 548, 577, 603, 678, 737; 99th, 272, 277, 287, 292, 293, 
299, 359, 376, 377, 468, 487, 499, 501, 575, 676, 677, 729, 735, 1093 ; LOOth, 33, 
49, 50, 487, 501, 548, 678, 738; 103d, 278, 286, 301, 302, 305, 208; 308, 312, 
316, 562, 570, 575, 584, 676, 735, 1090; 112th, 125, 133, 135, 137, 279, 286, 289, 
293, 294, 487, 575, 676, 734, 1093; 115th, 124, 496, 497, 499, 508, 515, 529; 
117th, 271, 278, 286, 303-306, 309-311, 318, 608, 676, 735; 118th, 272, 287, 
294, 299, 359, 677, 735; 127th, 287, 294, 323, 676, 734; 130th, 35, 37, 125, 
132-137, 139, 286, 292, 293, 392, 487, 575, 676, 734, 1093; 132d, 168, 173, 225, 
249, 459, 487, 548, 569, 578, 599, 679,737; 139th, 468, 487, 499, 574, 595, 677, 
734, 1093; 141st, 287, 323, 676, 734; 142d, 287, 323, 357, 676, 734; 143d, 
287, 294, 306, 313, 323, 676, 734; 144th, 287, 306, 323, 676, 734; 148th, 468, 
487, 575, 677, 735, 1093; 152d, 272, 286, 299, 676, 734; 155th, 125, 126, 132, 
134, 135, 137-141, 286, 289, 296-298, 487, 575, 676, 735, 1093; 158th, 173, 225, 
249, 454, 468, 470, 487, 499, 548, 569, 578, 599, 679, 726, 737; 164th, 125, 126, 
135, 141, 286, 289, 296-293, 487, 575, 676, 735, 1093; 168th, 576, 677, 734; 
169th, 272, 286, 294, 295, 608, 676, 734; 1'70th, 286, 239, 296, 297, 306, 313, 
487, 575, 676, 735, 1093; 175th, 487; 182d,* 132-135, 137, 138, 140, 286, 
296, 298, 487, 575, 676, 735, 1093. 


INICHOIS  OeuvV. ety LelitiONCd....u.ct'scee acc ca seuce cee eee with onwmar te eee 1008 
WicollxdJameseRi £: Mentioned! .2a2i4 22. eee ieee ee eee 10 
Wicollisyivester Dain Mentiondd, 2.5. 220.eut codecs seo eee te (oan 
PoNiclds- benjamin, Mentioned 224. .4285. +202 Aces ose see ee eee 735 
Nixon hichard. eMentioned: soc. somcceccce dciatas ct dec cumin case Joe 280 
Nixonton, N.C. Skirmish at, April 6, 1863. 
Co-operatiomofeNavys UnS., cwith Army~..2-.ileoes-exieeeeee eee eee 259, 260 
epontiofEnes CrSanders ; is. 5 ossdee lees eiasves |. Sele eee 259 
PNODIewMrsy - Mentioned \s82.25. s0n.28.. aoe.o sw oioees eee ne ee 727 
Nolan whatrick’) SMentioned 20 2ieicdsecc) eee. ie ee 134, 139 
‘Non combatants. Communications from 
IAPR WEEMS wilder cine wivin's cncude caccts ath clu Saaee lel eee 405, 409 
SOC MOU 0) eee ce 600 
Be GnO mmm wesee rcs ctl ee ke, Balhos Se ot. eee ae ole 404-406, 411 
BE OR SAO ED) late ine eaters ciiccin alu'te dalla « Ritati- cee 4S eee 626 
See also Hastern Insane Asylum, Va. 
Torcom, dames. Mentioned ..22\i. 064s sec odeadleWaschccslddudeeeduala 526, 527, 552 
Ptorieet eiamlin. “Mentioned ..icwatdss oid). S eC dk on ese ale eee 19 


Norfleet House, Va. Engagements near the. 
April 14, 1863. See report of Peck, p. 274. 
April 15, 1863. See reports of Getty, p. 301; Peck, p. 274. 
Norfolk, Va. 
Affair at, March 25, 1863. Communications from 
BUSTED cae elie a, sa aad a ew aeons 1 eh ee Eee ee Se aioe eee 568 


Blockade of. See Blockade. 
Election of member of Congress. Communications from 


(DED... Se arene ate Mee: ROS icioe 474 
SYP IOAN IS oo 6 3 9.2 ence dn vs ede oa ecm tee eee ee 472 
NDS DOI pa Clon COMED AL 6 6 5 sje one opin s'v noeian'se oe ennees ce ouaee ee 501, 502 


* Also called 69th New York National Guard Artillery. 


INDEX, : 1163 


Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad, Va. Operations on the, May 15-28, 1863. ea 
Communications from 
De Pee BU cova cca gcaininc'isseece wacke (i cke cohei en. 725, 726 
ec EprOMMa eat tos 29 oes cans ioe ot wen My ek ig ts th oe eeece. 724, 726 
Itinerary of Wistar’s Reserve Brigade, Department of Ninoinial reds coc ae 359 
Reports of 
Dix, John A--=... CBSE GR OR tbe Barc nana Sie aise ACP, oi ee Se 357 
NAO CEB OUI Heer om yess ere seh ssn aide a asc a notes ee ets eee ee 358, 359 
. Norris, William. 
Correspondence with C. H. Causey................. 978, 993, 1026, 1055, 1058, 1067 
Court of Inquiry in case of. Facts and opinion............-.-.1...------ 1095 
INGIILL OME Mey es ser tes ee ret: casi Te Was See ne Ce eee 878, 1024, 1095 
North Carolina, C.S.S. Mentioned BM celts a SE ee Gite satire cuca Seer ter 981 
_ North Carolina. 
PNG GLESS FONG] Ciorsaitvm CELL Mees; n\iteiee ace ese nc ase cote cc cae hee cee 894 
Coast and river defenses. Communications from 
Cooker Names s Warren oe wee seteta ie fe cease sein ee wiekus oc Seechccees sae cacen 767 
Engineer Department, C.S.A..---- 754, 756-758, 761, 763, 765, 767-769, 813, 884 
SONA YANG MV eULLOD aero see Oa eR Ps ielate ee Memes Sela sonia ses aa claseiecee 767 
ONSADeOb eGR = = Sepeeyas se 2 = = ois Sale Secleee eels Ae ees ea toes 1072 
HEC Woop beer ereerln ote tiie Seba <ncb = aies o/ a's peetrces cee ae ees 789, 858, 1071 
NamyeDepartiment a cSrrseantssse vices ceiece = cesta wueee ce ee castee eees 766 
NorthyCarolinasGovermonOls.s.s tions oe boc cates «cals oc npse ens winwrse 777, 1027 
SHEET AIL CEN TISUENTTIST VU YC no 8 aca rr ea Sree a eae ee pe ae Sener 757 
NMAEDD OD AEEM ONG nC See els cae lain o cles orci aie te ersioe betes nicie od eiale's nestle Siecle 853 


See also Lrench to Vance, p. 760. Also Wilmington, N. C. Defenses of. 
Conscription act. Enforcement of. Communications from 


AOTIMEG GL is 1 SSS ARs Cane Coders BASARM Ee aan a en EeemNnnrgien magAcs 886 
TV OVC OMY ite Ace ee ati Saecicleieisiny =[aie!-(cia'e Nele/siein Sswcieiniwicienl siewe ge esnas eats 880 
NEC ommK OCHO) Beet caine ia tells ate cateeiaatlel clea 2 sipes ta ete miaicl sie ol aianlaiaieta <le’ciels 998, 999 
ERA iC; SSPE ash he onan Gos seesecose IH Ronmbiborn Cdoawaoenehee 792, 754 
North Carolina, Adjutant-Generaliofie mc. cns0rs aclaieie een a= eran ae 7538, 754 
Norpin Carolina govern On) Of ayrcteel-2 cisicl~ (eine oineiele'e acciwlelomio viele alelaizie 753, 771, 821 
VERO) SO NS Cecagencho bane so dcepo8 SbUp Goods Eade cor Oona GuOOTe pracse 745 
role 0 Mii See wes Se eRE eonceCE oO oEeE BODerG Cercnot Adood sarelooncer BacO0E 772 
WarDepartment, CoS 2.22 ce on ccele wie sinew sniwicieanines'wicicesiece=eeins 752 
Depredations in. Communications from 
Iban, Wee Mlsaas sheeebece cbc onecee sec SCUdC Hanon BEE CeO monaEe 810, 853 
Demis JB Scae chased Connon See Son bOne GUSnC0 BODO Dee Sno Den cremmrms 958 
THIN IBV CA yeeme neo jb oedot oneog. oon Onde eGs60 COL Oo- nate sec sem more 853 
INIGSELTO Og) enslnca. ape oe 5p Ged hoor = aOdocos Saninoy SoCo hoa Cotae ser 821, 881, 893 
ENoniiiCanolimamGovernor Ole ete Jeli sseeedens <== <= = = 854, 867, 897 
War Department, C.S .... ..-.-.-2-- e-- eee eee ee ee en ee ee eee eee 909, 957 
Whiting, W. H. C...- 22. 122-22 1s etn 2 een cen eens eens se cene 879 
Habeas corpus. Writ of, suspended at Salisbury, N. C., and vicinity -.... 793 
Hill, D. H. Assigned to and assumes command of troops Ci see se, 847, 872, 894 
Military departments embracing.--. .--------+ e-2eee eee e ee eee cee eee- 748, 953 
Militia. Communications from 
Davis, Jefferson... 2.2.22 -nc2 ee oo oee cnn ece seine eens cone ee eee 823, 834 
TSUN 1B), 18 Pe ogee on Sie Se eaco ee SSCOn Eee Seen er Se ceO COOOnSn oC rar aoc 1011 
North Carolina, Adjutant-Genveral of.....-.---.------------+-+---- +++ 841 
North Carolina, Governor Of ......---..------- +--+ --- 2 cree eee etree 1019 
Smith, Gustavus W .....-.----.-------- 0 eee ne ee cone eee eee eee 832 
War Department, C.S -.-.------------ +--+ + eee eee eee 822, 827, 831, 836, 840 


See also Smith to Seddon, p.854; Vance to Seddon, p. 1027; Seddon to Vance, 
p. 1045. 
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North Carolina—Continued. ; 
Operations in, Aug. 20, 1862-June 3, 1863. 
munications from 
Be alan? and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A ete cen sraeaeete 872, 1067 
\ Army Headquarters....---- sees --++- 2202 cers rercee ccs o oreeee 469, 659 
Baker, John A ----------------+++--- eGdia aided ere Bate estes ree e tet teee 858 
Beauregard, G. T -.-.----- eee eeee cere cere cece rere cces 791, 833, 838, 839 
Clarke, William J...----------++-2e0 e220 reer cree rete AP ePrice: 1013: 
Cole, George Wo. .de---<nee- -sena eon consi onne neasiscco sone Saas 508, 509 
Colquitt, A. Hi .. .-20cc<- «a2 c-00 o4~o -nosearins Onen neon asnes cams 1085 _ 
Daniel, Junius.-..---.-------- 914, 924, 930, 932, 944, 1011, 1012, 1046, 1057 
Davenport, H. Ki... coe. ise-ownenin- seremnccionsa panecs sane oacae 453 
Davis, Jefferson ....---- ----0+ cece ence ene e cere eens cone cereneccre= 757 
Evang, N. G 22. -ee eee one cone cone teen nn teen cree cee nee eee 824, 834 


Ferebee, D. D..-.. ---------+ eee ee cen e ree rere eres cect cee sees 1020 
Foster, John G.. ...--- 00 -- 20-22 ence cence ce cone cencceee G4, 644, 656, 700 
French, Samuel Gt. .-..-.--.---ee e222 eeeeee ++ oe ---- 760, 762, 822-824, 864 


Garnett, R. B . .--2.. --- 220 een een ene cee ne ene te eeee ee 918 
Gibbs, George C .....----. 2-20 eee ene cece ne ee eee cen eee ee eee 945 
Hall, Neo nnd ssisies osc sen ce ae em cmicmns/saein= @ieacie's a sern Sale nies 726 
BaD) sks es 946, 1007, 1011, 1022, 1030, 1048, 1050, 1053, 1073, 1074, 1092 
AOTC Ri Sal Ne) OS SARE eRe eee eS 514, 559, 696, 713, 716, 718, 724 
Whee; Franeis Lino sasc cece ccc nag + oe eeen e=saeeoeoeaae 560, 561, 566, 567 
W560 GHC ee anne weecceaclwece'’s sae aisel cies onsale ee eee 602 
HBA REN LS cre) RE ORES ES SHmereeErseaaoccc 875, 906, 933, 966, 1024 
MG Gs Sig ce eo sles wal so minim mintere gieie Satnie ei ceiae eee eee 443, 453, 680 
VO WAS AD We = wes acm sae clea) ntwieie\s| cle stwieia eminem mie en ements eee 824 
IDEN ai CBRN eRe See Ree COPE EBACE SSSR DOnERE SHS ate iso nsenec oe 569 
Longstreet, James...... ....- 898, 900, 902, 905, 908, 909, 914, 920, 923, 925, 
926, 933, 947-949, 953, 961, 962, 964, 973, 975, 1014, 1031, 1032, 1047, 1050 
MAD KO... a0 = ea cele wae me are nies eiccieas eas ete sete ae ee 561 
Miers taille, Wi cs 2 cere ate, nin cinieimyeln, nie © min ep etaie le <tee ote le, ete ne eee ee 1054 
Martins jit er =e nnct-nc evict 965, 1033, 1059, 1064, 1065, 1087, 1089 
Mix SimoncH = << 2.\:c6 cae acces saw niko aulsapae te cree eee eterna ateneEs 508 
North. Carolina, Governor Ol..sicu- sssccciccscmecciee sees cement 749, 1019 
PALMER SIDS IN «co sacse ts< gpacmie ate tale oe ere rere eaten 569, 6387, 638, 641 
Parker, WUGam, A. ain... iom «con cinwis cnnce otter een siete te ee ate A775. 
OCS SOND i scicin: cosis weiecscyoeinkes, «cincc 0 « eicee Se ete eee 537 
BOP EV OTO NG fla Ul oe cinta ele oem ee eae aot os 883, 921, 1004, 1007, 1013, 1027 
Pickett; JOSiab 2... ciccs,cucmares deck camecedc et et eet een 602, 640 
POOL SONN ar incite ainic aiviaiesnic eis Siamiciclo sins ole ew cisene ee Cee 745 
Potter, Ba ward: Hoo. ccs ccccc cece cle ecidae a coche cme teeter ae nee 390 
PEIN COS ONLY: « o<.c, [a <\n.sicicis aivine «scice wed eee cee CL ee eee 670 
EN AES OOM EU as enc mieten atecl miele erties 957, 960, 971, 981, 985, 986, 1000, 1004 
NO DOUUSOM, stich lina a acl ate cretmere clan ere Weicaelcjee cee ersemtetere 912, 963, 1007, L051 
SAPD, Reece wanes mrawcind we nelne cicas coe cere tite eee 1030 
Smith, Gustavus Wo. .s-c.ds-cnen Coee scibes antes Sette ae en ee 749, 
777, 808, 811, 816, 832, 836, 838, 840, 841, 844, 854, 858 

Spinola, By IB) stn. 200 ccinedeacccaweteane cee Coenen eee 733: 
PLA CTIO WARD sr ENot sc colyae get eer eHeardmeniTseecacstic 560 
Soule ys) Me oe aac osice cee ee ene Oe ee 564 
VV SUUIIS Tics Nite ara, cittare fia aie <im:win'e sacle tare cance OSS MERC 674 


BiBinisia eat lola las ale nfclealt wieia ay echsme alge ERE oe 1054 
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North Carolina—Continued. ree 
Operations in, Aug. 20, 1862-June 3, 1863. 
Communications from 
Whiting, W. H. C....... 808, 837, 838, 858, 863, 864, 867, 907, 910, 987, 1070 
MOochard sek hora agreed «otis seen eee to eae 2 ee eS 462 
Co-operation of Navy, U. Serv DO ATM yieeemeete teceer ass wee a 443, 457, 462, 
475, 533, 541, 557, 578, 534, 585, 586, 602, 612, 617, 618, 656, 657, 659, 680, 681 


See also 

Aug. 30, 1862. Plymouth. Skirmish near. 

Sept. 6, 1862. Washington. Attack on. 

17-20, 1862. Shiloh. Operations at and about. 

Nov. 1-12, 1862. New Berne. Expedition Srom, including skirmishes 
(2d) at Little Creek and Rawle’s Mill. 

11, 1862. New Berne. Demonstration on. 
18, 1862. Core Creek, Skirmish at. 
25, 1862. Ellis, U. S. 8S. Capture of the, on New River. 

Dec. 10, 1862. Plymouth. Attack on. 

11-20, 1862. Goldsborough. Expedition from New Berne to. 
27, 1862. Elizabeth City. Skirmish at. 

Jan. 17-21, 1863. New Berne. Reconnaissance from, to Pollocksville, 
Trenton, Young’s Cross-Roads, and Onslow, and 
skirmishes (19th) at White Oak Creek and (20th) 
near Jacksonville. 

27-28, 1863. Neuse, Dover, and Trent Roads. Reconnaissances on 
the. 

Feb. 1-10, 1863. Plymouth. Expedition from New Berne to. 

2, 1863. Wale’s Head, Currituck Beach. Destruction of Salt- 
Works at. 

7, 1863. Edenton. Skirmish near. 

10, 1863. Batchelder’s Creek. Skirmish at. 

12-13, 1863. Batchelder’s Creek. Hxpedition from, and skirmish 

(13th) at Sandy Ridge. 

13, 1863. Washington. Skirmish near. 

23, 1863. Fort Caswell. Engagement at. 

Mar. 1- 6, 1863. Swan Quarter. Expedition from New Berne to, and 

skirmishes (3d 4th) near Fairfield and Swan Quarter. 
6- 8, 1863. Kinston. Demonstration on, including skirmishes 
(7th) at Core Creek and near Dover. 
6-10, 1863. New Berne. Expedition from, to Trenton, Pollocks- 
ville, Young’s Cross-Roads, and Swansborough. 
7-10, 1863. Cedar Point. Expedition from Newport Barracks to. 
7-14, 1863. Mattamuskeet Lake. Expedition from New Berne to. 
8-16, 1863. New Berne. Expedition against, including skirmishes 
(13th, 14th) at Deep Gully and attack (14th) on 
Fort Anderson. 
10-13, 1863. Plymouth. Demonstration on. 
23, 1863. Winfield. Skirmish at. 
24, 1863. Rocky Hock Creek. Skirmish at. 
30, 1863. Deep Gully. Skirmish near, 
30-April 20, 1863. Washington. Siege of, and pursuit of the 
Confederate forces. 
April 6, 1863. Niwonton. Skirmish at. 
27-May 1, 1863. Kinston. Expedition from New Berne toward, 
and skirmish (28th) at Wise’s Cross-Roads. 
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‘ Page. 
North Carolina—Continued. 
Operations in, Aug. 20, 1862-June 3, 1863. 
See also 
May 5, 1863. Peletier’s Mill. Skirmish at. 
15, 1863. Lmily and Arrow. Capture of the steamers. 
20-23, 1863. Kinston. Demonstration on, and skirmishes (22d) at 
Gum Swamp and (23d) at Batchelder’s Creek. 
Also Smith to French, p. 762; Smith io Lee, p. 786. 
Proclamations of Governor to people and soldiers of....-.....-..-...-.. 758,860 
Wiion sentiment Inh.c.- 3. 2. tpee ene ters See ee a een eee 463, 815, 1058, 1092. 
North Carolina, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office. 
Orders, Circulars, series 1862: Sept. 22, 754. 
Orders, Circulars, series 1863: Jan. 12, 841. 
Orders, General, series 1862: No. 7, 753. 
North Carolina, Department of.* (Confederate. ) 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. 8. A...-..-.2...---2-----. 1077 


Davis, J etheraa nin % siiscls ceind,2< iacnou attics baled uae Da eae 
Ee, Robert 2.0. sue des. «. ge coeur 1075 
ManDepartmontsC:. S.cscicnnswaa dena acccho dees .Caabe ee ee 1076 
Clingman, T.L., assigned to duty in.........-. LenS ny cae we eT 1034 
Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc., May 31, 1863252 22 -. 1086- 
Embraced in the Department of Virginia and North Carolina ............ 748 
Hill, D. H., assigned to command of..........2.-2.- saceee eeoe secce.... 953- 
Piunits ox ded fon. 23. 2 sWee nomic dskalesn sug dbeces. ee 1077 
Orders, Geveral, series 1863: No. 20, 1073. 
Proposed extension of limits, Communications from Robert E. Lee...... 1066: 
Re-catablished, ‘and limits defined ....2:.2020des!e.- 015-2 bccn ae 953. 
North Carolina, Department of. (Union.) 
Address to soldiers of the. (Poster) i003 cack acndn® whee SS ee 


Army Hepaquarters.,. 5 Age eek. ee | ee 490, 539, 709: 


Burnside, Ambrose E Tele cininetesiwele'c aninina lt oe eaiebn SU eeE C Ue eee eee aE ae 
Dix, ODN Av anaa dhs Sanaseidiedes Jebel aeckl,. Sees a e 528: 
Foster, John G Cet ead shes latins meine nish bee clndemet -cancme MAd, 457604 GOUy ear 
Artillery. Organization Of, Unis. . cooldown ee ee AT2Q 
Naglee, Henry M., assigned to duty in.............. Sv'st Met wee omer OGam 


Orders, General, series 1862: No.64,471; No.65,472; No.76,475: No. 81, 59. 

Orders, General, series 1863: No. 14, 512; No. 18, 60; No. 22, 518; No. 
26, 523; No. 54, 598; No. 60, 644; No. 62, 652; No. 64, 659 ; 
No. 68, 671; No, 79, 723; No, 81, 729. 

Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 11,512; No. 13, 514; No. 14, 516; (Prince), 
No. 1, 224; (Spinola), No. 1, 242; No. 2, 243, 


Palmer, Innis N., essigned toduty ima. isc, seed acaus Gece eee 492. 

Re-enforcements for, Communications from 
Arm DORA OU ITUOTS occ snaiwcin Urea. , AES 481, 490-492, 608, 612, 634, 711. 
VE aA CC». er 490-492, 494-496, 502, 504, 505, 511, 518, 634, 695. 
Ferry, O. B Rinks tsdiesswrnsnns sohesisatlods eae eect peers 
ORIG pane snesinsinhioline sant cae Rare a ne 401 476, 562 
BPE aoe ions ar nnisnacandie Lake ieee | Le ; "602: 
Naglee, Henry M.......... ‘slabisiaybie cleo te be baila Sate See _... BOL, 505 607° 
eck @ohnedaemee. 0s. - : fave sje ee Js aired Zon eine BON EOE 


See also Foster to Halleck, pp. 622, 623. 


* From Sept. 19, 1862, to April 1, 1863, embraced in the Department of Virginia and North Carolina.. 
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North Carolina, Department of. (Union)—Continued. a 
Subdivisions of. 
Albemarle, District of the. 
Constituted; and limits defined 2.1. ales .50ces bec cade oehoees« 652, 660 
Wessells, Henry W., assigned to command.........-..2+-. +. ucerge 652 
Beaufort, District of. 
Constituted, and limits defined... ..052.5 ..secbeae cok ccedende 659 
Spinola, F. B., assumes command of.......22.....0..ceeses secces 733 
Neuse, District of the. 
Constituted, and limits defined.......-.........------- ACO err. Ser Oo 
Designated MoDistrict of Beantort 22-226 6de0% 52045. 2n 8 sate ee 659: 
Naglee, Henry M., assigned to command..............----.-ee--- 652 


Pamlico, District of the. 
Constituted, and limits defined .-....-...2.........22-.002-0--- 652, 660 
Orders, eoneel series 1863: No. 2, 669 ; No. 3, 670; No. 5, 682. 


Prince, Henry, assigned to edmunds se) Une eet ais Shy. oe ves 652 
Union troops in. 
Constituhedsl sthrArmy: Conpss 1. ase. fect cs tines 2d eset ee: Soe eaee 492 
Organization, strength, etc. 
NOES Pal SO2 bic. ete eryentrads cea coals ao Sade cs Pose ean e 378 
DEP loU MI SCC paste Aes J. ates eee Ste Eee tes noee tees 411 
INOW, GOMUSCIG: Seal mee teens ies eis Wer kt 2 ae kee eee 468, 469 
Decal pl SG2 ee ctesc facbess seb e aeaSacte sete ees sone eee elas 500, 501 


Vago US OS ep apteean optse Bets ley tee «2 See ee nee oe BOGS 
Bebe 2a Coomera weaate- Sayre s qaian niente = ciseeccasae oes Pod (049 
MARCH BG emia aetna araleiaicteahsistemieiatch i peice aerosfecios ceaiseinteROLOHO CS 
PRPS SO el SUS rials Sets -sctosiatise Sebi oie wise elsicwintaaeteiesiatee So ROTO; OO: 


MEUM en CUoroisa ok Seicineitiat Donic cba seals Heir aaee ob athen oe taes sees 736-738 
North Carolina, District of. (Confederate.) Orders, General, series 1862: 
No. 2, 754. 


North Carolina, Governor of. 
Correspondence with 


Anrmitield] Reb) se cectece es Beene pi ois otaictaoceee ete we hist: iektes seme: 886 
(CHiN, 18s IU 6 agers soon So DSOS obene beso SOanSoCaaOScre Soasco aanes 852 
Paws eI CELSO gn: a acicictse c owicsaettei ace eels 757, 758, 761, 770, 771, 1067, 1077 
IDEAS, \WWinlEd IM ise cmeaes 5-5 eee RBC pe 6 COOP OL TUSETOG ao Snide ee Geeeoe 810, 867, 897 
Dror Clara set OO le Gateistelo=t-otetatotatcl ofaisicloiciolelesteiaahenta) ate cintese= 760, 762, 778, 784, 801 
JEN. ISIGHT Ae comoe Sterne nsnecdsto.ces HOgdEn Coes oR ecrnoo ae Sade cenaee 853, 854 
ISUOIN IDs Tel ec Gasp ecco Soon OA CSUs CEO EOURDOOUD HOOREO eRe CO oom Es 1011, 1019 
PAMCS MV iegeel te wots 2 eco <2 SESE CHEER ASE TE OEP DEC co SSCIGeS SORE eee 957 
Pr shiney Ate (ype eee os ee rote ha uta's te tainiche wie oity=ie dlelele» cisisin sie ieelacieis' = 0s cinisi= 863 
JON, WOES cage HoOL BE Bebe Gene Cape SPOS OOSOOEY GOSS eECOIxOOONO Hae Soc ae 880 
1G), [Yel eCra 1) Orisa pppoe O56 500 Conbdd 56 OC b0 CUE CSU OCU SEE SeeESOOc 928, 1072 
Longstreet, James ..--.. REO DES CEE H EO c AC OSHASET Ser EOE ene EcCDrEer. 1094 
Moerrimon, A> S)2s 255-6 eo0. 5. cece alee s = <e cise @aine wine ~ enn nwsisen 881, 893 
Navy Department, C.S ..--..-.-.-------------- +--+ -2----- 766, 777, 875, 912 
(BOO JOH Wep as) sec = so osa=icie seam omieisieniciainieinini= sino = onesie remains 745 
anes. We Ci eee, cabasecnt SobanIbOe DOCS EAA Sts HE Reno eee Oe eE er ion noon 770 
Ruffin, Frank G - 22222 .-- 226.2 20s 2 oo nee conn noes cone ene none -- => 766 
Silopie NeW pee eyo eee oo he lo wine ea i atcisiw ea elclnininwislenmnmee aowe =eerieinnn ine 772 
Smith, Gustavus W....-..----------- +--+ 2-222 es cence teens cee 749, 856 
Subsistence Department, C. 8. A ..---..----------- - +--+ ee ee eee? 764, 769 
War Department, C. S ..---. .----. ------ ------ = 2-222 eee ee 779, 792, 
821, 822, 827, 831, 840, 851, 873, 895, 897, 902, 909, 934, 957, 1026, 1027, 1045 
Whiting, W. H. C ......---- -2-- ----- = seen e cee n ne cone eee nee 790, 879, 887 
Proclamations to the people and soldiers of North Carolina. .....--.---- 753, 860 


1168 . INDEX. 


Page. — 


rth Carolina Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate. ) 
ve Artillery, pies battalons: 10th,* 786, 809, 865, 866, 917, 922; (Compa- 
nies) A, B, C, 922. Companies : Barnes’, 922; Buie’s, 865, 866, 917, 922; 
Holland’s, 922; McBryde’s, 922; MacRae’s, 922; Rankin’s, 865, 866, 
917, 922; Tait’s, 922; Webb's, 142. Regiments: 3dt (Companies) F, 120. 

Artillery, Light—Battalions: 3d,} 121, 122, 865, 866,879, 901,917; (Batteries) 
A, 1049; B, 807, 1049; C, 1049. Batteries: Bunting’s, 113, 807,975; Cape 
Fear, 807; Lane’s, 335, 884, 916, 917, 963, 995; Rowan, 782, 904, 917, 
975, 991. Regiments: 1st,§ 110, 113, 118, 120, 457,803; (Batteries) C, 190- 
192, 1020; B, 255, 1004, 1007, 1087, 1090; F, 865, 866, 917; 2d|| (Batteries) 
B, 111, 113, 115, 117-121, 807, 954, 971, 975; D, 34, 866, 917. 

Cavalry—Battalions: 7th,772; 12th, 255, 1062. Companies: Norfleet’s, 19; 
Swindell’s Rangers, 924. Regiments: 2d. 743, 746, 751, 759, 764, 921, 963, 
1038; 3d, 34, 111, 112, 529, 564, 693, 750, 767. 865, 866, 917, 941, 963, 990, 1056, 
1067; 4th, 19, 121, 122, 197, 457, 670, 750, 755, 771, 984, 1044, 1051; 5th, 121, 
122, 160, 197, 198, 631, 638, 713, 755, 913, 957, 1051, 1060. 

Infantry—B8attalions: Mallett’s, 113, 807; Whitford’s, 192, 194, 253, 508, 
883, 894; Wright’s, 1074; 2d, 974, 1046; 8th, 72, 154, 225, 240, 255, 631, 932, 
933, 945, 1074, 1087. Companies: Bradberry’s, 809, 865, 866, 879, 901, 917; 
Burwell’s, 807; Elliott’s, 356, 1067; Sanderlin’s, 356. Regiments: 1st, 
3d, 982; 8th, 117-119, 457, 791, 866; 11th, 113, 121, 122, 791, 808, 1033, 
1041; 17th, 47,49, 146,199, 457, 760, 975, 984, 1004, 1033, 1064, 1065, 1089, 
1092; 25th, 364; 26th, 192,193, 457,803; 31st, 121, 122, 441, 457, 791, 804, 
866 ; 32d, 951; 35th, 170, 961, 982; 42d, 201, 202, 945, 946, 1033, 1089, 1092; 
43d, 160,951; 44th, 192, 1041; 45th, 163; 46th, 1011; 47th, 113, 1064; 
49th, 226, 240, 255, 982; 50th, 945, 974; 51st, 117-119, 457, 760, 781, 782, 
791, 866, 879; 52d, 18, 19, 111, 117-120, 556, 803, 1041; 534,745,951; 54th, 
751, 759, 764; SSth, 325-328, 332, 338-340, 556, 788, 910,997, 998, 1002, 1010, 
1015, 1016, 1033 ; 56th, 364, 658, 785, 791, 808, 896, 1033; 57th, 751, 759, 764; 
58th, 362; Glst, 113, 115, 118, 119, 760, 781, 782, 785, 791, 808, 865, 866, 917; 
64th, 810, 853. 

Miscellaneous—Thomas’ Legion, 811, 853. 

North Carolina Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) * 

Infantry—Regiments : 1st, 6,7, 9, 13, 14, 47-49, 157, 201, 202, 212, 213, 216, 217, 
259, 260, 533, 547, 549, 576, 675, 678, 679, 737. 

North Carolina and Southern Virginia, Department of. See Firginia and 
North Carolina, Department of. 


Northerner, Steamer. Mentioned .-.-................ 145, 147, 181, 182, 223, 224, 584 
Northern Virginia, Operations in, 
Sept. 3-Nov. 15, 1862. Communications from Gustavus W. Smith........ 751 


Noy. 15, 1862-Jan. 25, 1863. See Dumfries and Fairfax Station, Va. Raid 
on, Dec. 27-29, 1862, 
April 27-May 6, 1863. Chancellorsville Campaign. 
Northern Virginia, Army of. (Confederate. ) 

Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 14, 847. 

Re-enforcements for. Communications from 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, Oo SmAs ae sae 1079, 1082 
Daniel, Junins..._.. eee Sad Sacsiocte eaten eee LOGS 
Davis, FeSRon Fae Sociale See cee eleldedicin, "eaeete ciate ae re ee eee 1083 


«Companies designated when practicable, 
t Called also 40th Regiment. 


{ Batteries designated when practicable. 


§ Called also 10th Regiment. Batteries designated when practicable. 
|| Called also 36th Regiment. 


— © 
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: use ae Pago. 
Northern Virginia, Army of. (Confederate)—Coutinued. 
Re-enforcements for. Communications from 


IDES, UO Jae ce aaa earns ook) eee Re ae eee ea een 727, 738, 740 
DUCTS SESS Se APES Pe cee ne ee na ac a ie 1074, 1082 
Hoo kere Lose nhymecsn me cny ohn to. a A ee Re eM ea eee 
USGS) TSTRNES TAN ASTel Ds ele coaha yea es eM ag MRS 739 


Lee, Robert E ..-...-.........-.-. 1018, 1065, 1066, 1069, 1071, 1078, 1079, 10m 
Pee ese foment oie atic ca aS ac Ne sous alah eae ee ee 


War-Department, C..S :..2-.--:.--- es ea a Ani clo te seta aes or nes 1079 
Steuart, George H,, assigned to duty in ...-........2-2.-.-.-- SpA es 1070 
Bitorthrop; Lucius B.. Mentioned <:--.:.----.2-+-cc00e-0s-.. 7G, 771, 774, 777, 942 
For correspondence, etc., see Subsistence Department, C. 8. A. 
North Shore,:Steanier. Mentioned ....2-2.2-.- 266, 2so2--a-- 228, 229, 241, 242, 355 
NOLES tare Sceame#nisrWentlOonedes. 24 5.2)120 2. oan ot eee eoce cca s bb see 188 
North State, Steamer. Mentioned......:............ 105, 106, 157, 15&, 181, 182, 613 
Woyes, Mr. Mentioned.-...-. BEGG BOOe = Cee Seow ss patacilat eee dat ee A09 
Marvesmeharescki Men tioued:s -aanieee ) Sain se «cg was s cle araten sone > sem abe 295 
IN OVeSs maeRi vi Ep arNlOnigONeQs. .oclexresct. =<. Sag asohn men Sarevs tied vasa sees 725 
ISG, UCI. SUI) 0 Sean S=Sbe a Cane, CHCESe aaron it ae 20 a2 sinks SRA 577, 738 
Opevehams eVVAlliamieA:. a Mentioned: 25 cc - sisise cece eps genet coches alate on 832, 849 
Ofericn Daniel. “Mentioned a: <)a. S25 52. toast Sha Ce. a n'a ne sa cmeacdo= Seek 156, 213 
Ocean. Wave, Steamer. Mentioned ....2-6 0025.22 cc oes ca oe oe eens 105, 106, 526, 527 
SiC Oriel Eee A me Mie nG Oe Cigar esie co aso as a injwla= ise sini cis s!5 sae eines w= mein pep eved= aS 565 
OL Connors COUN ge MenblOneG oo sae ae sees rae nn cr she ced wmigam clon s <sesies once 225 
Ohio, Department of. Transfer of 9th Corps to. Communications from 
PE UDIESIOe PNT DEORE Bie ar sheen oied cc fone soe 86 = Jews § sicwe vols Ns openitaiessben 564 
Wy wea ger Pe eo se aie Sian ale Se aici dh Ono = shecintiea eee sina eee 565 
See RMR MA CEL a ees ols wi chin oisinlee mei ios bln oix’g. 2 Soe a Vieleiee Saab elnces eigen os 562 
Panieee Mn Pea isc's oo ase let aed wea e's Soe eh i pS see es Oe ee 563-565 


See also Lee to Longstreet, pp. 946, 949, 954, 966; Longstreet to Lee, pp. 948, 
950; Longstreet to Hill, pp. 948, 956; Longstreet to Whiting, p. 949 ; 
Longstreet to Ransom, p. 949; Elzey to Longstreet, p. 953. Also 
n Summary of Principal Events, p. 3. 
Ohio Troops. Mentioned. 
Infantry—Regiments: 624, 35, 37, 377, 487, 505, 548, 577, 678, 738; 67th, 377, 
487, 497, 548, 577, 678, 738. 


Olds, Glaucus BE. Mentioned....--..-..----.-----------+------ error e eee 767 
Olive Branch Church, Va. Skirmishes at and near. 
Feb. 5, 1863. Report of Christopher Kleinz...--. --..--+----++++--+-+---- 143 


Feb. 7, 1863. 
Communications from 


Keyes, Erasmus D ......---- +--+ --- 222 e202 cone eee teen eee ee 151 
Wise, Henry A .... 2-20. +--+ snes oe eee ee ee ee eee ee eee eee 153 
Reports of 
Keyes, Erasmus D-.....--..---- e222 22 e222 een ee eee eee ee eee 149, 150 
Kleinz, Christopher ...-...----------- -+---+ 22-22-2222 sere eee 150 
Tabb, William B..---.---------+ ------ 22-222 eee eee ee ee eee eee 152 
Wise, Henry A.-.--..----2 ---- 00-22 + one eee ene ene ee one eee eee 152 
Onderdonk, Benjamin F. Mentioned ....---.---.----------- 123, 278, 279, 576, 735 
O'Neil, James S. Mentioned ..---...---.---+--+--+ --- eee prec ee tener renee 100 
O’Neil, John. Mentioned ..-.-.---- +--+ 2-4 -+- 20+ eee ee cee ene tere cere 9 
O’Neil, Thomas. Mention Gd en aise Secreto aid om cin cic) ccics.cneelnine aie aieess 159, 370 


Onslow, N.C. Reconnaissance to, Jan. 20, 1863. See New Berne, N.C. Me- 
connaissance from, Jan, 17-21, 1863. 
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Ord, B.O.C. Mentioned .-.. 0.2.26 002 seccns onnccecoeo ce LOracstteies 716, 727-729 . 
Ordnance Department, C. S. A. Colredpondehed with e.. 
Engineer Department, C. 8S, A..----+----- +--+ ++ +--+ +--+ BesaciGacmsn ©: es Fe 
Whiting, W. Fi. C 22. een e ce enn e wre oe oe oe cee ne oe eee ee cent en nnee » 10 
Ordnance Department, U.S. A. Correspondence with T. G. Baylor )-seee 672 
Ordway, Albert. Mentioned .-.--- .----------+ ---0-+ eeee -- 2-2 - eee eee eee 646, 647 
Organization, Strength, etc. ’ 
Confederate Troops... -. .-- 22+ sn een ce ee eee en cena eee ns wens ceonene 780, 751, 


759, 764, 788, 793, 807, 809, 810, 865, 866, 879, 888, 900, 901, 915- 
917, 920-922, 929, 930, 952, 978, 1036, 1056, 1058, 1059, 1067, 1086 


Union Plroopsaness-acitets ease weeice oor eae 376-378, 384, 385, 396, 411, 467-469, 486, 
487, 497, 499-501, 532, 533, 546-549, 574-578, 675-679, 733-738, 1093, 1094 
fwies Thomas G. Mentioned 2.2. io. 5 ce scec voce wesc ce usude see selene mnt 734, 1094 
Sie Francis A. Mentioned ..-............-- ess 468, 500, 514, 548, 577, 678, 738 
Osborn, Lbomas.O;, Mentioned ce. - eccececriee ce one eee eereee 35, 37, 577, 738 
Otis; John is: | Montioned”. 5. fo cnc elect en ah as sansa se aes sea ea nee eee 738 
Ould; Robert.) Mentioned. acca eccscee<vewslsdee cuss en es Seas 388, 474, 771, 1077 
Outwater, Janies DD. Mentioned. - 2... 5. 2 eos eee co ke oe ees SORE eee 280 
Owens) William. A. . Mentroned..c. 50.2 52-5 5.05. ence ceva seceeeenoeee ..) 7a 
Padrick, Pilot. Mentioned...-.. nou Se porcini SWarnlw eons ste ease Renee Siete ane 215 
Pape Mra TMOIbONEO waco cccce cece ene ceee + ameeeanets teeeeeecee eee eee 526 
PARC Petre WLOMtONGU. ee cence cn cats aeeece es holden eee aaa ee 920 
Palette PNLONUONGUv ts cae cwaswcwuoce veaee 751, 759, 764, 793, 807, 810, 866, 901, 917 — 


Palfrey, H. A. For correspondence, see Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C. 8. A. 
Palmer, Innis N. 


Assigumenta to COMMANG.. ~~ cc. ceces cavondascadseseeuns dees hese pece 492 
Correspondence with 
Adjutant General; U.S.A os irs... ona sSacaucdaeae ne cede cae 578, 589 
AC VPRIE NO UAT LOTS calc sci c ssa ae steer eeteeee EP IS ot eee 612, 617, 637 
Der OND A sae Gies fenicen cere as eee wate ow Geren ae eee ee 578, 579, 585 
Mosher; JOHN G. secs toneoce cok 227, 228, 552, 584, 594, 612, 618, 638, 646, 647, 665 
Keys, Hragmus Dns ovowceconciatceecesancccceeccel ne eee 592, 593 
ee aorace, Ce ccc ccse. tet oats cose enone Esky gem pete eee eee 602° 
Lewis, George W .... Ls .ssen swecescauseus nc cuauee tooo eae enee eee 569 
PAGHGDG, JOSIE oS. Ae cece tnanesteccuss coc enteeen 594, 602, 640, 641 
Pringé, Henry... swe. vw Leenks ewer ge coeee eae ee 228 
SPUNOLE, Pe Bic ee wee Sarees done weneurecee Chetan ent eee 248, 251 
Itineraries of 1st Division, 18th Army Corps. 
Kinston, N. C. Demonstration on, May 20-23, 1863. Ske beac esueetee 364 
New Berne, N. C. Expedition Goainee March 8-16, JEGSISR aoe eee 186 
Washington, N.C. Siege of, March SOA pril 20; 186s |e ee 219 
BROMO eso cra ed wens: wawtnicn nine Soeur CCe ee 186, 187, 211, 212, 224, 228, 


229, 231, 233-235, 241, 243, 248-250, 349, 350, 353, 372, 492, 547, 548, 576, 577, 
585, 588, 591, 593, 594, 598, 601, 603, 607, 622, 629, 674, 675, 678, 736, 984, 1054 
Report of expedition toward Kinston, N. C., April 27-May 1, 1863 ...... 343-345 
Palmer, William H. Mentioned... 2... 1... 0.2200 oc cee cece en veee concen c. 70 
Pamlico, District of the. (Union.) See North Carolina, Department of. 
Pamunkey Peninsula, Va. Operations on, Aug. 20, rae arte 1363. See 
Jan. 7— 9, 1863. Yorktown. Expedition from. 
April 16, 1863. Pamunkey River. Affair on the. 
May 7, 1863. West Point. Occupied by Union forces. : 
31-June 1, 1863. West Point. Evacuated by Union forces, 
Pamunkey River, Va. Affair on, April 16, 1868, 
Communications from Erasmas D. Keyes. 
Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army . 
Report of Peyton Wise.. 
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Drv stt rene ese cerees cone cesees G42, 628 
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Petal Mizar Mentioned... osc. os. keds eade ome dee ie ddventecel fag 998, 999 
Pave oemaniuinlns.a Men tioneduscunsued. sence ee sosaee . sce. tan Seem wale 378 
ELIS 3 eee ee LOT UL OLG (hetsnrsinns a8 ele clots iereid wie oy tw ieee ee a 1049 
Parke, John G. Correspondence with 
Emmy dleaduarters iene swicki iete ts te ki dau des 1h OMe aed lee 565 © 
Beeneide PA MpTese Eices nyeateee ives w cavonie yt back skeen dooceee eck 563-565 
Parker vi riyave..  Menbionedieideace nes sct cess Malle aeyuawe Waele pee oe ths) 
Parker, Foxhall A. Mentioned....................--. 50, 124, 462, 428, 489, 510, 522 
iaBset ac OMe Men WOneds sare emetic canis nee huee ee decceueemme eee ee 764, 766 
avicer Socthive Mentioned sos: Mee oe alsne Kee ae ANS Se SO ee te Bae, 552 
Parker, William A. Correspondence with John G. Foster ..--- RNs a eae 475 
Rac Bons WV w Mentionedi rec woeldcuek coma Soe LENSE othe 936 
Asst Wan Soio. e MeMbONe dE aes sicae eee e acoso eee soe Jae 505, 837 
PatapEcoy Wincor mMemiOne dls). ue -cieccncsescumationteclecs. Ac ac Steen 5 530, 857 
Patton, Alexander G. . 
NE NRAAOMEE Sao tate Hees Seba bee vuln at ee eo: Path: eo TRAE See 289, 296, 358 
Report of skirmish on the Edenton Road, Va., April LO LCC See eee reree ar = 291 
ratty Weattin, Schooner, Mentioned <..ccc.cccecieee freee chee cde eouaee Sew eee 259 
PA Ca alt) meV LOMLIOME Ma, = oracles ts aisle cia since Poisheeyai ss ee «AREA ee OO 
Po clOM kk; pe VLETICLONCU cee bipcicenteeeelseie st Liebe | Mala Saar eoneeUee cee 1045 
Peabody, Oliver W. Mentioned.-.......... fale Soe Tine ha GO Oe tae eee a ee 350 
Pearce, J. H. For correspondence as Asst. Adjt. Gen., see Henry A. Wise. 
Peat Cyne 4) SCHOONET me MeMtONed io iat Sem aiicisevnclsein ce eisc a ee eae 402 
Pears, Richmond) Mi wr Mentioned. (2% Weare seus eae we ek wanes sieehle seas 887 
Pease, William R. 
Drei eee et ee oe dea sree Uelkkadacklssasee 280, 303, 304, 307, 318, 320, 735 
Reports of siege of Suffolk, Va., April 11-May 4, 1863 -.....-..-.-..---- 309-311 
Peck, John J. 
Correspondence with 
MMV see ad QUATLOLS jae -rieteiet ies em ne alates es “siecle locicla\ee idiveeminewe 391, 
472, 600, 605, 606, 610, 614, 619, 620, 626, 632, 653, 667, 684, 692 
OTD) 1 Me) OUI Avra 27st eee lace ae eles tay cteln eis-ele 7a dosed: ese “401,408,414, "416, 


441, 444-446, 453-455, 458-460, 464, 465, “469, 470, 474, 476-479, 482, 484, 485, 
504, 505, 507, 509-513, 516, 517, 519-522, 524, 528, 530, 531, 534-548, 550-553, 
555-558, 560-562, 564-567, 571, 573, 610, 614-616, 620, 621, 625-628, 633, 635- 
637, 639, 641, 644, 650, 652-655, 657-659, 663, 664, 667, 671-673, 680, 684, 685, 
687, 689-691, 699, 701, 705, 709, 710, 714, 716, 718-720, 722-726, 729, 730, 738 


WodsenC@hartes Opes csc stenccee se tees ee aes celts csc ein signet als Poe able 551 
HOstere Ole Gs soe ss Matis siete a sistate wtalsl aia'ns) ele el aloha lels oaatinlnlsija oct 41, 42, 589 
TOO en mel OSC Ieee (tate ercaet= aialajo ahstalove le igi ele e = (orncla satnaiceiats sei sabsels 582, 
a 586, 600, 606, 644, 653, 655, 658, 667, 672, 679, 680, 683, 684, 691, 692 

IOV CSMPL EAS INUS A) uses arseia ara tieteia eas teial csuasieine sects 593, 597-600, 603, 606 
CONS Pioire batten len ei eo eee 595, 606, 607, 611, 617, 618, 621, 634, 635, 643, 702 
Stratton, Franklin A...... Nee cei ist we erie Males etlsvclectn cleto tes ale 693 
Viele, Egbert os I SRN ale Red Met PIN KEE acts oe 542, 614, 620, 627, 654, 722 
pee eee oee 2, 13, 15, 16, 20, 35, 38, 40, 41, 43, 54, 58, 95, 125, 126, 136, 139, 201, 


02, 262, fea, 273, 274, 283, 284, 295, 299, 312, 359, 377, 379, 380, 385, 388, 

sh 392, 395-399, 401, 403, 411, 413, 437, 458-460, 465, 467, 468, 473, 477-480, 

486, 499, 501, 509, 513, 519, 531, 582, 536, 540, 542, 545, 546, 549, 551, 555, 556, 

563, 574, 575, 580, 582, 585, 586, 589, 591, 592, 595-597, 599, 600, 603, 604, 606, 

609, 610, 613, 617, 619, 621, 632, 636, 642, 643, 653, 656, 661-663, 666, 668, 675, 

676, 683, 687, 649, 694-696, 699, 701, 711, 712, 732-734, 738, 322, 824, 834, 1093 

Reports of : 
Blackwater, Va. 

Reconnaissances to the, Dec, 8-12, 1862 ..--0- eee- ever eerrr rene eres 36-40 
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Peck, John J.—Continued. 
Reports of 
Blackwater, Va. 
' §kirmishes on the. 


Oct. 3, 1862 .- 2-2. -- - cece cone ee ee ee eee ne oe ne eee ee eee eee 16,17 
Dec. 2, 1862 -...---. ------ --- = en eee eee ene eee ee ePao3 36 , 
Carrsville, Va. Affair near, Nov. 17, 1862 ...--.---.--------.--------- ea 
Deserted House, Va. Engagement at, Jan. 30, 1863..--.-...-------- 182, 135 
Franklin, Va. 
Skirmishes at and near. 
Oct. 31, 1862 225 22 eee cone ce eee neem ne cone coer e enn nee ne 20 
Now lS, 1862 ¢. oc ci ce said orem nc ielel einen wees siete fatale ale tieltete ta a 33, 34, 
ep Maroh, 17, 1868 0200s502)J0-ne=-semaee See ee ee ee 199 
Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad, Va. Operations on the, May 15-28, 
USO SH Beckie eo Selaete or oltewedi ve ter eela realest ia Wasa oles 358, 359 
Providence Church, Va. Skirmish near, Jan. 9, 1863..--... i drtecites 127 + 
Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad, Va. Operations on the, May 12-26, 
V863! he ce aescnsae esc cenwae'e es sateen tea eee eee 354, 355 
Suffolk, Va. 
Operations about, Nov.12-14, 1862... 3. 5... Semaine ss eee ee 31 
Siege of, April 11-May 4,.1863 20-2. caveeleccceu> geees 274, 20), ame 
Winfield, Noi@s Skirmish at) March’ 23, 1863\...7.45-0 ee ee eee eee eee 202, 203 
Peebles, James. B.. Mentioned... .52-..- 2. ss .8es esc aa toe 931 
Reeram K.B, “Mentioned sec See co os oc ctoe eecte celta s oc Se eee 385 
Peirson, George H. : 
Mentioned erect. comune tect eceeans 223, 346, 347, 363, 364, 370, 371, 469, 500, 577, 736 
Reports of Kinston, N. C. 
Demonstration on, May 20-23, 1863 2... 22) cc ac~ coe esos as seen ee 365 
Expedition toward, April 27—May 1, 1868..........-....+:.-.-.-.----. 347 
Peletier’s Mill, N.C. Skirmish at, May 5, 1863. See report of Foster, p. 362. 
Felham,iJohn.s Mentioned .32_ 36 cscs eeeeeoncass cee cee Se 940 
elouze;Louls'H: Mentioned... sc cecccs- 35. ce acest eee ee 543 
Yor correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see John A. Dix. 
Pemberton, John C. Mentioned.-...... bees hey .eeaeeee 816, 1052, 1071, 1080, 1084 
ender, W.D. FMentioted $15.2. 220. occ owe seein ooo cee ee ee 782, 856 
Pendleton, James M.° Mentionéd’.- 0.242. 2.0 cee ee eee Z 
Pendleton, W. N. 
Correspondence with James Longstreet ...... 2... .2ccce cece wene cece caceee 335 


Mentioned........ 
Peninsula, Va., The. 
Defense of, measures for. Communications from 


ee wwe oe pews 


Army Headquarters .... o-- ose a0>scamsn eeemsieaccueee eae 375, 382 * 

McClellan; George B...2t.- 2s. dds bs ..uop pean cee ee eee 373, 375 

Navy. Department, U..§...2...222.-.2.08 Pe gigi siaiela Cees een eee eee 376 

Operations on, Aug. 20, 1862-June 3, 1863. 

Communications from 
Army Headquarters. 2.201 ).cc65 eet ee eee 388, 479 
Bwird, EB Ris ssc cine cp obehcelpae cee aU ee oie ee 1091 
LOPES RONEN ASL See a Shon Se so 568 
Cansey, C,H: . seiee wen vic wi ethos sinig nee ian eee 1067 
Councill yds Calvins.. (ea nee ee Soho ie A ee ae 797,799 
Dickinson, William .2:> 2.27 jcdscee ieccs coe ee 809 
Dix, John A...+.. 385, 445,517, 569, 651, 689, 693, 705, 707, 716, 717, 729, 730 


Denese eee slew new sine ene cciisini Gta eee eee ee eee 965 
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Peninsula, Va., The—Continued. ia 
Operations on the, Aug. 20, 1862-June 3, 1863. 
Communications from 
TEA Biome Diam wa lets cevciae tires Stictees y oe avis Lda eau scedeule we oogh ek ewes 1091 
Harman, William ........-.. Ae ta ied AW oe Lh Re hn Te 808, 809 
REN ES PI LASTS) Doren sees tides ae S ae ae so take See Nes ohne Se 488, 
492, 517, 529, 573, 596, 598, 604, 605, 611, 622, 629, 641, 652, 687, 689, 693, 714 
USrnie Rf MSh een aa geese bos Sau Cs acs Se cts One aa Ses 607, 612 
eet. Wks cldscce sce Ped cdeeeb ade eats es. Se eee 1092 
ee RObOnb Mice cee seaios aaa keto aces Neen Weeeials 979, 1065, 1070, 1071 
PCO Sele an aot Ae Aas AS ere Sasa OBE Se 387, 391, 442, 522, 597, 605 
Powis,«Wimiain cons ws islonees toeadetesnccSb Ac sae saeiee eet eee 517 
Bon estresb,; James so cater ritiantse see lcissesOeeeb auaueas sce~ ose (96851023 
Wavy Depantmen tis cea1 sae seen cus cael tase eames 442 
Peck John dic o--- Feebere aintsaistaktorn af cTawaveislapo ya nee Senne ae Sees 729, 730 
PObtI ATE Wi) sdlo Perse tn wane ote WR aoe a sites iste ee ae eee 1041, 1060 
BICKelheOSOrre da aaasp aes ct dete ceria e teary cease ce tate Sale aee 1090 
SHEE EBV iy Paee ae Se ees care eed OU oh ie a ee 742 
ILM Care ae? Gee oer ceo e Goes ae Come BOAR ee foe ear! PE Vinten 
Ware eparhmetty© cou sac smee ae cae ok eee nea oe een cme Meee seme UOT 
este O Derg Miter cra sepas were e ast ate ates cia eat sa ae wese cess tee OOS 
Wise Gn iya Nts see eee cys ae 795, 798, 800, 920, 975, 994, 1006, 1019, 1035 
€o-operationsot Navy; We S.,. with Armyass---2cccen- be -c8 2 eces cones tO; 


380, 387, 388, 391, 397, 522, 596-598, 604-607, 611, 689, 698, 699, 704, 731 
See also 


Sept. 9, 1862. Williamsburg. Skirmish at. 
Nov. 22, 1862. Williamsburg. Reconnaissance from. 


Dec. 17, 1862. Diascund Bridge and Burnt Ordinary. Reconnaissance 
to. 


Jan. 19, 1863. Williamsburg. Scout from, and skirmish at Burnt Ordi- 
nary. ; 
Mar. 29, 1863. Williamsburg. Skirmish at. 
April 11, 1863. Williamsburg. Skirmish at. 
Also Dix to Haileck, pp. 388, 389, 395, 396; Keyes to Halleck, p. 609; 
Smith to French, p. 762; Seddon to Longstreet, p. 967. 

Penn, William (Vessel). Mentioned . Lee eae FE ee POY ATL 3 PERM ET ee AAS 
Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Heavy—Regiments : 2d,387; 3d, 272, 288, 468, 487, 574, 576, 671, 
677, 735, 736, 1026, 1093. 

Artillery, Light—Regiments: 1st (Batteries), A, 287,570, 575, 676, 735; HE, H, 

487, 576, 677, 734, 1094. 

Cavalry—Regiments: 4th, 377,390; 5th, 11, 12,50, 51, 124, 131, 148-152, 201, 
205, 206, 262, 263, 377, 468, 487, 493, 517, 576, 595, 596, 598, 677, 734, 1094 ; 
11th, 18, 35, 123, 125, 132, 133, 135-137, 139, 140, 200-202, 278, 288, 289, 293, 
356, 377, 468, 483, 487, 574-576, 607, 677, 693, 735, 736, 941, 1093, 1094. 

Infantry—Regiments : 52d, 49, 487, 501, 548, 577, 678, 738; 58th, 131, 153-155, 
160, 161, 225, 226, 239, 240, 343-345, 347, 348, 351, 352, 362-371, 377, 487, 505, 
514, 547, 548, 577, 665, 678, 724, 729, 737 ; BSth, 55, 60, 79, 95-97, 99, 101-104, 
377, 487, 500, 548, 577, 678, 738; 88th, 1090; 101st, 92, 95-97, 100, 103, 180- 
182, 223, 248, 249, 377, 487, 560, 548, 577, 584, 599, 679, 737, 984, 1060; 103d, 
18, 35, 37, 60, 96, 97, 99, 100, 102, 104, 181, 182, 249, 377, 487, 500, 548, 577, 599, 
679, 737, 1060; 104th, 32, 33, 487, 501, 548, 577, 678, 738 ; 158th, 173, 188, 
224, 240-242, 249, 254, 487, 499, 548, 578, 599, 679, 737 ; 165th, 125, 135, 286, 
289, 293, 487, 499, 575, 676, 734, 1093; 166th, 286, 289, 293, 487, 499, 575, 676, 
734, 1093; 167th, 132-136, 139, 141, 286, 487, 499, 575, 676, 734, 1098 ; 168th, 
168, 173, 176, 487, 499, 548, 578, 599, 679, 737; 169th, 260, 360, 487, 499, 576, 
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Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned—Continued. 
Ee Srevimanta, 169th—(continued), 677, 734, 1094; 171st, 173, 240, 
242, 249, 254, 487, 499, 548, 578, 599, 679, 737; 172d, 487, 489, 499, 576, 677, 
734, 1094; 173d, 487, 575, 677, 735, 1093; 174th, 487, 499, 505, 548, 577, 678, 
738 ; 175th, 173; 223, uae 242, 243, 249, 254,487, 499, 548, 578, 599, 679, 737 ; 
176th, 487, 499, 548, 5 577, 678, 738; 177th, 487, 499, 575, 677, 735, 1093; 
178th, 263, 266, 487, 499, 576, 629, 677, 734, 1094; 179th, 487, 499, 576, 677, 
734, 1094. : 
Perkins, Edwin J. Mentioned-....----- rata dior niabeu aa ee a ee eee 106 
, Perkins, Blisha'A.. Mentioned ........-0------ <2. -2--25-5 eid ga kin ee sine wae 529 
Perkins, William W. Mentioned.-.....- Bids asc Dee eee ee eee eae 59, 60 
Perry, Commodore, U.S. 8S. Mentioned....-......---. 46, 146, 199, 355, 522, 524, 602 
Pateras 2. Pi Mentioned.) ina... ose nd eine ceeds ac fae ee ee fata 66 
Petersburg, Va. Defenses of (immediate). Communications from 
Rrench,, Samuels Ge. face eta ct ee es Ponandnts Side eee see eee 742 
Smith, Gustavus: W > Saacec 2 Abe kee st ae canis atoea tes see eee ee 762 
See also Smith to Lee, p. 786. 
Pettigrew, J. J. 
Correspondence with 
Daniel.) unis). sci 5 sce salon = cise ctr ane omens eis eyoma seo eae ae ee 
Eze ys VAIO Meee occ ais ccaelu aces 5 sata cae ae ae 1041, 1044, 1052, 1060 
Hore bees Dy Wace feo a yasa tetas mints ny mis ajar = a aie eel ee ree Ta 
French, Samuel, Go. ooo cckemedia,e rece ost aabee coe eee 744 
LS ANUS) On S Reamer ae Reem eee eee 195, 883, 921, 985, 990, 1004, 1007, 1013, 1027 
ee; Roberiph se52 son Sous asensanee ocnee sees ne eee 1056, 1065 
Mentioned ...4...- coker ake 110, 117, 166, 184, 185, 188-191. 196, 230, 236, 245, 249, 


250, 274, 282, 285, 435, 444, 537, 566, 590, 750, 752, 788, 803, 804, 807, 808, 830, 
841, 855, 865, 872, 874, 888, 891, 901, 916, 917, 924, 932, 988, 941, 945, 954, 974, 


990, 991, 1008, 1012, 1033, 1034, 1053, 1059, 1078, 1079, 1082, 1086, 1088 8-1091 é 


Report of expedition against New eens, N.C., March 8-16, 1863.......... 192 
melps, Mra, «Mentioned «4 o0n-< 0. datmennnanae aca Shee ee 495 
Ppouiz, Dawson, Mentioned...s, j20.cccc canst lees eae ee ee 582 
Philadelphia Inquirer. Extract from ‘The Gallant Campaign at Suffolk”... 282 
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See also Notes; pp. 871, 875; Longstreet to Seddon, p. 996. 
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South Carolina Troops. Mentioned. hs 


Artillery, Light—Battalions : Palmetto (Batteries), B, C, 866. Batteries : 
Chesterfield, 142, 145, 324, 332, 333, 1056; German, 917, 995; Macbeth, 
113,115,917; Palmetto, 2d, 917,995; Preston’s,* 821, 866; Rhett’s[?], 

74, 


Infantry—8attalions : 7th, 866. Regiments: 1st, 5th, 6th, 564; 16th, 866; 
17th, 113; 22d, 71,79, 113; 23d, 113; 24th, 809, 821, 833, 866; 25th, 74, 
66; Palmetto Sharpshooters, 564. 
Miscellaneous—Hampton Legion, 940; Holcombe Legion, 113, 751,759, 
764, 793, 795, 798, 920, 975, 994, 1006. 

South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. Department of. (Confederate. ) 
Crineinan a. L., relieved from duty iis. ssl.+e<'<00icsclessccledcssan ce 1034 
Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 95, 1034. 

South, Department of the. (Union.) 

Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 190, 602. 
Re-enforcements for. Communications from 


Oe OUR sAdgee seen yemicrs Se eit ata aie en tn ae nen Oe tees DOOM OSORIO 
HOSUeT, J) ONMy Grates sao e sees ee ee Ol Old, 1G, 520) 520 524 Ho0soaS 
See also Dix to Halleck, p.\529. 
Viele, Egbert L., assigned to duty in the -.--..............- Pats Stone een the 567 
Southeastern Virginia. Operations in, Aug. 20, 1862-June3, 1863. Communi- 
cations from 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A...-.. 2222-2 .2e-e eee £84 
CHS Gyig Gell bate as Sere hee ee ene Sintereaa 978, 993, 1026, 1055, 105s 
YIN e ae ae ieee aici otaicse s paciac Vcimeee manish od seein seseecie toes his cts E02 
AO Ve A TAO eet teee acy s.- e pim nc oe nc op cite teas ciinisc cc Onn et Gace eee ee emOOO 
ESECTIE [UpanS UEMMUIC UN CH ei oe Baia an x dhe ings Sicla's) a enlace loin wlaeyee meh e ae ase ee cle ey Seam AO 
Lee, Robert Ei ......-...-..-.--.. 876, 880, 882, 883, 898, 921, 927, 946, 949, 954, 1024 
Longstreet, James ........-..-.- 896, 903, 923-926, 946, 948, 950, 958-960, 1057, 1061 
Pryor, Roger A .-...- eal ee minin orae eee aie eure acm nate ate 877, 879, 888, S89, 895 
\Weote 10 ey ore TING A Geist ee) Bene eae oe oncuonaeneoee 877, 879, 882, $85, 889, 927 
Vii Niemen aed om eee Bane SoBales Boe ae esate ae ar eeeseeduasurieeemapcaoras, thy 
See also 
Eastern Shore. 
Gloucester Peninsula. 
James Tiver. 
Pamunkey Peninsula. 
Peninsula, The. 
Southern Virginia, Department of.t (Confederate.) 
Confederate troops in, organization, strength, etc. 
BrP IO 1863 ooo on orn rs enn 2 sae rows won ona one asgeuseeus 978 
Mary 10, 1863-2 > csccrcene sce eons sore ans pe eateries Serial Oo 1056 
May 20,1063 . 22. 2-20 22-20 e cnc ete oe teen ne ween one ns beeen sess 1067 
Constituted, and limits defined .-...----.--------+---- Eis ae cee Sta e 953 
French, Samuel G. 
Assigned to command Of....---.---2---.s-er+ see eee cece crete eer eeccts 953 
Relieved from conmimand of.. ...--.---- ---- ee oe ee eee eee eee errr 1077 
Merged into Department of North Carolina ...----.----------+++++22%-+>- 1077 


Orders, General, series 1863: No. 4, 1038. 
Orders, Special, series 1863: Nos. 3, 7, 327. 
Southfield, U.S.S. Mentioned .-..---.------------ 


46-48, 223, 230, 243, 259, 443, 613 


+ Formally constituted April 1, 1863, 


*Company A, Ist Heavy Artillery. 
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Page. 
South Quay Bridge, Va. Skirmish at, May 1, 1863. See report of Peck, p. 274 ; 
‘6 Record of Events,” p. 271; Itinerary, p. 298. 
South Quay Road, Va. Skirmish on, April 11,1863. See report of Peck, p. 274. 
Southwest Creek, N. C. Skirmishes at, Dec. 13-14, 1862. See Dec. 11-20, 
1862. Expedition to Goldsborough, N. C. Reports of ” 

Cole, George W. Heckman, Charles A. Smith, Gustavus W. 

Evans, Nathan G. Howell, Joshua B. Wessells, Henry W. 

Foster, John G. Ledlie, James H. Zabriskie, Abram. : 
Spaulding, S. R., Steamer. Mentioned ....-..----.----.----+ 504, 630, 631, 705, 706 
Spear, Samuel P. 

Moentionediz2ct o> beece sen aees vemenp nei <5 domesia inne seed Be, 0 ppbOread ay 


43, 132-134, 137-139, 199, 277-279, 289, 293, 300, 401, 414, 416, 453, 470, 474, 
483-485, 507, 509, 510, 513, 550, 551, 558, 560, 563, 576, 653, 710, 735, 941, 1094 


Reports of 
Blackwater, Va. Expedition toward the, Jan. 8-10, 1863 ............ 125 
Deserted ‘House, Va. Engagement at, Jan. 30, 1863....-...-....-:--. 140 
Franklin, Va. Skirmish near, March 17, 1863.............-..---. ---- 200 
Spence, Alexander:,, Mentioned. 2... 0s. ss2ccvicnanemsecctese ceases ce eee 568 
Spencer, JobnAy Mentioned... 52.2. fos arena tessieeee oe eee 134,139 
Spinks, Jackson C. Mentioned ........-...- w=+ a0; eekeen amet aaa meee 44 
Spinola, Francis B. 
ASSI@NMEeNtsUO COMMANG oo 6 to sceeslbeceecis gases sacs ess = sees eene eats 733 
Correspondence with 
MROSUGD ce OLI Gp oi cies cena ccdices suwebeitiac aoae ccs. Ue ee 668, 733 
Halimers lnimis Neos toes < cteniestcseks gavecuewiee sar ace o> ae 248, 251 
Weeasells; Flonry: Wo. 2 <atc weiss veirete Gaefe easel net anak ot ons ee 253 
Itinerary of Ist Brigade, 5th Division, 18th Army Corps, siege of Washing- 
ton, N. C., March 31-April 21, LEGS: ce em ata tee 254 
Mem biOT eG a5 6 Joe oie clave cto Sn aoe oe ne ee 123, 167, 172, 173, 176, 216, 
219, 224, 228, 229, 233-235, 237, 254, 468, 485, 486, 488, 491, 494, 496, 497, 499, 
505, 548, 578, 584, 589, 590, 594, 599, 617, 622, 646, 669, 679, 737, 1023, 1054 
Reports of 
Blount’s Creek, N.C. Action at, April 9,1863 ..:......---s---ee----- 245 
Swift Creek Village, N.C. Expeditions to, April 13-21, 1863 ....... 246, 252 
Washington, N. C. Operations during siege of. 
April 1-4, TSG 3 oo eS ee acs enemt CUR GE n cae ee ene oe eee 240 
April-8-9,: 1863.4... wn iseces con adaued Ree e eee kee 244, 247 
Spibwe mvvailheam.. Mentioned <<. cece steescasteccice sec meee eae sean! Cll Ou 
Sprague, Augustus B. R. 
Correspondence with John G. Foster’ ....2. o.oo seouce yeocdeoucwiy dcuces 560 


MUG GLOTE See aiate/cnc cas aa) ania a es mee eee oer 170, 172, 468, 500, 577, 736 

Reports of Y 
Goldsborough, N. C. Expedition to, Dec. 11-20, 1862.........-.-.--.- 81 
New Berne, N. C. 


Expedition from, March 6-10, 1863............--.. + walision twiaeeiion 176 

Reconnaissance from, Jan. 17-21, 1863... 22. ..c2. eccce cece caw ece 129 
SPrecue yw iiam.. Mentioned... oil. sence dducwecackyeeh eee 461 
Shrines stdgh..- Mentioned .... 62-2. 5020s 1. ce beekeeedee eeee ane 880 
S. R. Spaulding, Steamer. Mentioned .......-...........--.. 504, 630, 631, 705, 706 
ium Pore, wits. Mettioneds. ....... 2... ve Wke We wanes cas Ueccas See 512 
CBC Y SOrmte nk. Mentioned .. ...).'....2./scscseaddiws boda cele 552 
Stager, Anson. Correspondence with John A. Dix.... cece cee cce eee nce wens 483 
Biakh Wveuea es. , entioned -- 2... .0.. ats eso seca vn eeepc ee 7285 


Stanly, Ed. 
Correspondence with John G. Foster. .... 0... 0002s cece ee cce cece ee 182, 498, 525 


MOntiOned aunWeayenies 6 <~0o.6 dace dare 157, 449, 497, 498, 505, 506, 826, 905, 986 
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- 


2 
Stanton, Edwin M. Mentioned... 22.2. cece ccee cee ccecccocee sc e.. 394, 3 395, 
: “> 401, 402, 407, 410, 414, 417-420, 430, 433, 485, 438, 440, 444, 445, 448, 


450-454, 469, 473, 480, 508, 521, 570, 587, 650, 651, 659, 711, 718, 731 
For correspondence, etc., see War Depar iment, U.S. 


Stark, BRGUEMontionuil. nay nC ee ae Meee a ns ae 920 
OE URS te aed CETUS (aco ee ih i 120, 121, 865, 971 
State of Maine, Steamer. Mentioned.....,.. 0c... coce ooccee cence cece. 387 
Stedman, Griffin A., jr. 

“LE DELON NSS 16 Cg Ss elay Ph ME Reale Oil el Rh A a Re Re OG | AA Dal ag 313, 575..4a0 
Reports of 

_ Providence Church Road, Va. Reconnaissance on the, May 3,1863.... 315 

: Suffolk, Va, Operations daring siege of, April 11-30, 1863...2.....--- 315 

Erepping Stones sW 5. 0-0s Mentioned cate arcs ae nee el eee Vids 


276, 304, 305, 314, 317, 510, 661, 666, 697, 702 
Stepping-Stones, U.S. S. , Comdg. Officer. Cera pond nce withS.P.Lee. 510 


Stetson, Abisha. Minion: RUS de UBC esS TRE Sem adci a Oa BE ne aene wate oS eee 148, 206 
Deezer Grolse nas Mentioned aac cco bet ceccrc se Darn Cenc soe eee 18, 123, 140, 558 
Steuart, George H. 
Assignments to command...--. Sein as otarapetaiey viaiefats, at = aMaictere a sae er ete e 1070 
Wie tintOm Clee ee mena 2 ae sate Ne etac Sonne ewe «se Sue coer eee ER eros 1070 
SLCVeMS elileuvenant. Men pON CO .: cmay. See fences <ccieeh enolate eee 955 
Levens Aarons be Mong ONG or peels ci ce oe annie fe ae aoe 307, 312, 315, 575, 735 
Stevens, Clement tia Mentioned). 2. cco ss secs sec secaces 801, 821, 828, 857, 896 
Stevens bazard: sa MOnblONCW es. cic ot aie a sine eins asco win «ote ke eeareeen 276, 308, 313 
Stevens, Walter H. . 
Correspondence with Engineer Department, C. 8. A....-..-...-.----.---- 884 
GING S & 3 ER PE SESE ep beeCO rasa REC eCe HORE Fe Sacer 109, 110, 869, 885, 1009 
_ Report of operations, Dec. 16-17, 1862, expedition to Goldsborough, N. C.. 110 
Stevenson. Captain.» Mentioned se eo ae seins cae cle an wens oateccmce snes OOF 
Stevenson, John S. Mentioned .........-.. Be sne Sass See aes Be ee ae 735 
SrevensOny hy le NOD LI ONO ce th i sie comirelneiabia iis Weise tela wn ole um rave leimuaintecnals 83 
Stevenson, Thomas G. 
Meniionedeane: t= eecris a 21, 22, 54, 56, 85, 378, 402, 411, 468, 500, 548, 599, 679, 700 
Reports of 
Goldsborough, N. C.. Expedition to, Dec. 11-20, 1862 ...-.-..-.------ 52 
New Berne, N. C. Expedition from, Nov. 1-12, 1862 ......-..--.---..- 22 
Stewart, Andrew. Mentioned.......--..-.---.----------------+---++----- 97,104 
Stewart, Charles H. Mentioned .............--------------.------+------- 578 
Stewart, Charles S. Mentioned .----...---..-------.-----+------ 280, 707, 718, 720 
Stewart, James, jr. Mentioned.....-.-.----------------------++--+-+++--+-- 95 
Stirling, Charles R. Mentioned ..-.-..--.----.------------+---++-+--+----- 280 
Stone, Surgeon. Mentioned... .----------------++----+ sess ere eee creer cree 424 
Stone, Henry M. Mentioned...--...----.-,------------.------ 66, 173, 246, 252, 501 
Stone, de IM. Mentioned .3 222. 2-2 on coe be hte nn tbe 22 cn we nein e agen ee 02 
Stoneman, George. Mentioned...---.--.-..----- 701, 706, 708, 1018, 1024, 1029, 1058 
Stoneman’s Raid. April 29-May 7, 1863. Communications from 
WixewWolim Aves ss<. sce = loses sean meee fe meniy ma in eenimce 684, 689, 702, 730 
Hooker, Joseph... -----------+ -----+ --22-+ cece cers cert eects OES (ata Aes 
Keyes, Erasmus D ...---.---+------+ es--02 --2 oe 22 cere c errr: 687, et 101, 730 
Kilpatrick, Judson.....----. ---- --~0--- +26 eee ee ere nee neers sree ile tee 
King, ST Da tL Se eee eee eee Bice aa iaia isin einai nyele Seinifai aiminicl fave S ebeinicinic™ 706, 708 
Longstreet, James 22-2 <. 22-22 ci-2 ose cmsi es ree cies erste tte eee 1046, ee 
Reale Old) caaqluesabiGrad ssacotequencaoe Peas eerie Sapien seston 684 
1044 


Prepare wy Die seers nccmcee arses ne cehn sets Vor ctlgas meen ene nricse- 


1188 | INDEX. 


° : Page. 
Stoneman’s Raid. April 29-May7, 1863—Continued. Communications from : 
War Department, C.S .....----- ------ 2-222 ee ee ee ens eee we cee nee ones 1039 
War Department, U. S..-...--------------+----- Oe E inure etna oan ee ins 708, 
See also 
May 3, 1863. Ashland and Hanover Station, Va. Skirmishes at. 
4— 5, 1863. Hungary Station, Tunstall’s Station, Hanovertown 
Ferry, and Aylett’s, Va. Skirmishes at. 
Also Dia to Halleck, p. 704; Longstreet to Hill, p. 1047. 
Also Note, p. 1036. : 
Storer) Jacob J.. Mentionedi.2 22... Jo. fuse es een e- ecinveconar see ensisee ee 316, 320 
Stratton, Franklin A. 
Correspondence with 
UIE) Sey) ONIN AA octane patente stl Per aly te a a . 689 
Beek SOU Jiet a ne os cia cas oes ate alee te eee nieratel te ela oer sire cee 693 
ROMSrts, Wie WWEW OES o's ogre aml sine ew orev ee one eee a eee ae eee ee 693 
WVilele; Mert leo oa s on seietarclacin eye e neteie = ae eee ee ae ee 
Mentioned eas eacacesc ser. 36, 37, 126, 199, 200, 202, 203, 271, 276, 277, 280, 285, 356, 358, 


524, 528, 530, 539, 542, 626, 639, 644, 650, 652, 654, 


Stribling, Robert M. 


657, 658, 663, 689, 699, 722 


Correspondence-with iL, M., Shumaker. 22 2.)c ace. seta cee eee eee 32 

IMIG CHICO LES SE ASMebe pac Beo CoCS ACE meee Se rene niece 325, 326, 328, 331-335, 989 

Report of capture of Battery Huger, Va., April 19, 1863............ 22... 1 336 
Stringham: /65E... Mentioned 2. ..2.5 5-2-0 -< ss see ee Yee oot ke 437 
Strone, Lieutenant. Mentioned)... 23. Js. 5. sc cies eee eee eee ri 
Strone,,baward Ni Mentioned:<:-2-- 6c. .tecgens sees seek Gcea ce eee 512 
Strong igames: Hi Mentionedk: <5. 2 soe sncsds see oenec othe ee 512 
SULONE shee. ey MONON Ed cen acin S ones eee eee eee eee 273, 274, 220 
Stroup; private, Montioneds s.-.se soc nosda te eae eee ars eee 19 
Stuart, d;b. 7 Mentioned <e- 5. . <= a= sans ee poe eee ee 39, 


341, 520, 815, 817, 818, 936, 996, 1018, 1024, 1029, 1048, 1071 


Studley, John M. 


Correspondence with John G,, Poster: ~.-.-.-- cases en seeine vee cere ee eee 564 

Mentioned <2 os. s's~ see scaqewineuee siteae--+eu See eeln see ae 129, 560 
erurdivant.N. A. Mentioned). 25.4. .alcesca sesso. Sees ee 750, 788 
Sturein, Russell, jr. - Mentioned. << swceq teen ar sae cee eee ea 349, 350 
Sturgis, Samuel D. Mentioned...-........ deh n wes ee ee Cee ae 562-565 
Subsistence Department, C.S. A. Correspondence with 

North: Caralina, Governor. of. ios 25a. cce knee cet See eee ee ee 764, 769 

SV GING WV a EL Clg erolatg nals S's alsin unc slate soi oe eT re 940 


Subsistence Stores. Supplies of. See Munitions of War. 
Suffolk, Va. 


Engagement near, Jan, 30, 1863. See Deserted House, Va. 
Evacuation of, by Union forces, July 3, 1863. Communications from 


Army Headquarters......-......-.. 


«is auaad tecee SIM Tame 


Barnard Jobi; G2. civevinn swank eels atecs eee See ee ee 712 
Callan, George Ws. .ces ccnacettaices Shes cece ee Une, Eee 712 
DIS DODEIA. Sores eb cp calc lee cen cwa dees SOuCU ee een ee 711,718 
PDEROD Ne AA Sa oan 5 ne ~ darn nnn ba slo tm eeehe eee nee 712 
Expedition from, Sept. 2-3, 1862. Report of John A. Dix .........--..... 4 


Operations about, Nov, 12-14, 1862. Report of John J. Peck............. 31 


Reconnaissance from, March 7-9, 1863. 
Communications from 


emer et arse ange ceqsae aa 
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_ Suffolk, Va.—Continued. es 
Siege of, April 11-May 4, 1863. , 

Casualties. Retorns of. Union troops ....... BES COCO OARS He Sese 286-288 
Communications from 

bin: MOQUQWAFLEES.. 0c. 058 ceststesse ce ceca de ee Sete Lis 595, 682 

ESSN Ue © aati eng MAR RA GOO ae aa dct Me nese ME 664, 672 

DE Nier) Ole LOO a acke Cece ee ea eee eee joewitale ate 976, 1009 

Pwse dOsO DU Etre te teers aa. cool ee. ee rat AGioeeee 993 

Dine OU athe ec ncaa ana ee ee ee ot eke ee ee ee ee ee 285, 


603, 608, 610, 611, 613-616, 619, 621, 625, 626, 628, 630, 632, 633, 635-637, 639, 
642, 645, 653, 655, 657-659, 663, 664, 667, 671, 682, 685-689, 691, 692, 701 


Migmeer Department, C..S. Accs: s25 «2 -<-c-sccctewetcccns 330, 977, 1008 
PLOUCH SAMUCl Ge eect n soma Nae cee mee ae eo Mend eae eee » URI 
be 993, 995, 1000, 1010, 1015, 1016, 1018, 1025, 1033, 1038, 1042, 1043 
OOM Iw cen mel ween ree cle. SREB eS tage SAEs Bee SA daoaes 1042 
foo korn Josep lin scr eee cess one tao cue rahe 606, 679, 683, 684, 691, 692 
FOMEANG HN cece Taleete ewe aes ae croeie ote ce ae ee ae te ee ee 963 
SJ OMMSOM Ate Es rete te meade Net Stn ce wets ac cena nhs Sate tees cee 664 
Keyes; Wrasmus iy. 272 ccsser sscses ence ce ctene oo «ce DOD OOK GOL A603; 604 
Lamson, R. H..--..- Mee eee Bsa eeacE SCSeRSA ASHE Aas ABE 642 
IDOE AIG AC). Sea SR SAS SBE Mase Une mee earner Bere asain Seer 610 
Tees ObetiMig ee sare eee roma aoa ae eee esa 906, 966, 974, 996, 1009 
eens. Boe: 611, 615, 616, 618, 621, 634, 635, 639, 642-644, 651, 660, 694, 702 
OM CSENC EL NaN eS mace mimeanr aes eee eee ecay-c sie sk. eae ae 910, 944, 


958, 959, 962, 963, 968, 969, 973, 977, 988-990, 996-999, 1001-1004, 1009, 
1010, 1014-1016, 1020, 1021, 1025, 1026, 1031, 1033, 1037-1042, 1044 


EU oar Nh aria win.c tone mie enlecisia ores ce cela sinase oaiiecerdee cecteeane 1003 
items, (CWBTRICR 1B soc, ccs oe DabeEcee aoe DnRaCio CSdebas Goaeen SSnnee 997 
Nicnvay. Wemaxhimenb OC Slexersteat oainislcier siete = acta ole oc = cnionele's afatc/caitaierniae 976 
I MeGl So OJOS FAS Roe So Sa oc 06 Soe SOO SSCA Se aE AB DEGeOOSnnEnSeSe 597, 


599,. 600, 603, 605-607, 610, 614-617, 619, 620, 625-628, 632-635, 637, 639, 
641, 644, 650, 653-655, 658, 663, 664, 667, 672, 623-685, 687, 689, 690, 692, 699 


EG old EEO OU Oe ee SR Me AS tS eR eOe S SUNBoIpEU acer 967 
Stratton, Franklin A......-- Masanceree sccm watetar Pee Gacee 689 
Wane ure, @ paleo ase Ba Nave a aiecee ee DL BSR Soe Seas OLS SSeISS 599 
ice IDej inane in Ob fia eeebboncsene jseceoesecnoossices 967, 976, 977, 998 


See also Heyes to Halleck, p. 604; Dix to Poster: p. 667; Longstreet to Lee, 
p. 942; Lee to Longstreet, p. 942; Longstreet to Hill, p. 964. 


Conerniniatary ain TODS), Aaere oeadace EHOnECHOneetesoescds deacon 270 
Co-operation of 

Navy, C.S., with Army -.----.-----+ +--+ +--+ ---+ ee 222s eee eee 907, 

910, 944. 950, 959, 967, 968, 974, 976, 977, 996-999, 1008, 1009 

Navy, U.S., with Army --.-.-.--------------------+------ 268-271, 275- 


280, 303-307, 309-311, 317-339, 580, 597, 600, 603, 607, 610, 611, 615-621, 625, 
626, 634-637, 639, 642-645, 650, 651, 660-663, 672, 685, 686, 694, 695, 702-704 


Extracts from 


Philadelphia Inquirer......---.----- .22-2+ +--+ 22-02 e ee tere eee 282 

RA Hiivsinil IDSo nO n a ae se Boe bee on Deno BARRE BEMeSe aeeaoobacncd eclee: 

Richmond Sentinel.....--.-----------6 eee nee eee eee BRE ASE 633 
Itineraries of 

Murphy’s brigade, 1st Division, 7th Corps, April 9-May 3, 1863.... 296 

Terry’s brigade, Ist Division, 7th Corps April 11-36, 1863....--.. 292 

‘Wardrop’s Reserve Brigade, April 24-May 11s eee arepdec Godlee 298 


‘Record of Events.” Department of Virginia .-.--..----------++---- 271 
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Page. 
Suffolk, Va.—Continued. 
Siege of, April 11-May 4, 1863. 
Reports of : ; 
Cotcoran, Michael. c.s..cincdm ps nine kt eee ne ce eer 288, 290 
Crosby, Hiram B., May 3, 1863.2... 2222 cee ee eee eee eee eee eee 321 
Davas, Charles Vic 0.25. 406 2s +0 wake bale cette ae eee Bae 5 272 
DAK, SOME ALS acca or tare balers elwialee alae aie Seis a eee ne 268, 269 
Dodge, Charles Cx... 0. soc. Sejacerahe secu apeiis aoe gee oe bees nee TS! 
Dutton, Arthur Hetsc.2 tasok. Jooseee canis Seen eee eee 316 
Fairchild SMarrison sic. .ase wes aes aa =a = Sele ens eee 308 
Foster, Robert S ........-.. Ree Perce te ed en ee 293 
Prench;;Samuel, Gi. : .c.ssen uecprsate 1 obese ase aa eee ores ie cy!) 
Getty, George: Wits cassle pes) aaee Coan sane ae heaee miata wee ie ie 301 
Gordon, .GeorgeyH.; ‘May 1-4) 18632) 4202052222... uae ee 323 
Harland; diward?< aces vets oss sostecatin hoe ee ee 312 
" Lesson, RB i.e Ae eos dewey Be dain as maee ese eee 662 
McConthe; John, April 17-MayA; 16Gaioeece- sce cae 295 
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Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, transferred to .............-..-... 3, 558, 562 
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Swan Quarter, N. C. ‘ 
Expedition to, March 1-6, 1863. Report of Colin Richardson............. 157 


Skirmish near, March 4, 1863. See Swan Quarter, N. C. Expedition to, 
March 1-6, 1863 ; 
Swansborough, N.C. Expedition to, March 9, 1863. See New Berne, N. C. 
Expedition from, March 6-10, 1863. 
Sweeny, Talbot.) Mentioned... 5.2.2... scasunpeceuasas ooo eee 629, 995 
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See also Itinerary 1st Brigade, 5th Division, 18th Army Corps, p. 254, 


Swindell, Hdward S. Mentioned .............22. 2c. 0e ceecee ceecee esse... 988 
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Tabb, William B. 
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MGM GUGM Sagas dhe nine 4 in an one cceupeteeeuee 152, 153, 206, 207, 877, 920, 976, 994 


Reports of rca 
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Report of engagement at Kinston, N. C., Dec. 14, 1862... . OICL Er aeerer 103 
Taylor, David A. 
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See also Dec. 11-20, 1862. Expedition to Goldsborough, N. C. Lteports of 
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Sec also Peck to Dix, p. 540; Dix to Peck, p. 541. Also Blockade. 
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Transportation. (Railroad and W ater)—Continued. ee 
_ See also . 
May 12-26, 1863. Seaboard and Roanoke R. R. Operations on the. 
15-28, 1863. Norfolk and Petersburg R. R. Operations on the. 
Also Palmer to Foster, p. 584 3 Whiting to Smith, p. 780; Smith to Sed- 
don, p. 858; Longstreet to Hill, p. 902. 
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Expedition to, March 6-7, 1863. See New Berne, N. C. Expedition from, 
March 6-10, 1863. 
Reconnaissance to, Jan. 18, 1863. See New Berne, N. C. Reconnaissance 
from, Jan. 17-21, 1863. ‘ 
Trent Road, N.C. Reconnaissance on the, Jan. 27-28, 1863. Report of J. 
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mrow bridge James i. Mentioneds:-.. atest. 2 coc enon bee eee es. 321, 322 
EOXe UP Eniags o-Mentionedess cea ee ee cee at cee One ee --. 188, 224, 242 
Pucker, Captain. Mentioned... ---<- 2... 2... <- Da SEES NS ACRE ene Ser 424 
RUCKGL to OLN we Menglonedi eras renee en carci so oc ae Sheree ste nce eee aee tee 409 
s For correspondence, etc., see War Department, U. S. 
Tunstall’s Station, Va. Skirmish at, May 4, 1863. See, Keyes to Dix, p. 701. 
Tuttle, W. W. 

' Correspondence with James C. Slaght --....--- SSA ey EIS AER IRIS 527 
Mentioned ....-.-- -----+ --- +--+ + 2-22 eee eee ee eee ee eee eee eee -- 526 
(S505 SPENCE een a A a pA ma eh i oa oe a A 526 

Tyler, George O. Mentioned...........-...---..- PES eR SEES RO EE oe 80 
Tyndale, Hector. 
PSR VOTE U USALO (COUN Wa SE Oe te arse te rero eee aia fhe lctalnie eae = ciate nein ie mntee eee 
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Tyson, Josiah. Mentioned .-....--...----...----- ee 202s cece ee cece ee eee eee 170 
Uncle Ben, Steamer. Mentioned .........---.----. ----------++---+-----+---- 416 
ime errmoatier, Un Sk Sh IMIGO OGG AAn6 Grad coodoc asceunpe sa cod rmasoEseeracas 602 


Union Troops. 
Casualties. Returns of. ; 
Deserted House, Va. Engagement at, Jan. 30, 1863.....--.-..-.-.--. 135 . 


Goldsborough, N. C. Expedition to, Dec. 11-20, 1862...-...-.--.-.--- 60 
Kinston, N. C. Demonstration upon, May 20-23, 1863...-.-----.----- 363 
Suffolk, Va. Siege of, April 11-May 4, 1863....-...---..----------- 286-288 
Washington, N. C. Siege of, etc., March 30-April 16, 1863.....-..--.- 217 


ioned. (Regulars. ) 

C esrep ks hihi ame : Ist (Baiteries), C, 469, 471, 472, 501, 5a), 
578, 679, 737 ; 4th (Batlerics), D, 17, 18, 20, 132, 135, 136, 139, 288, 295, 377, 
468, 483, 487, 576, 677, 735, 1094; L, 35, 37, 125, 288, 305, 306, 313, 377, 
A468, 483, 487, 576, 677, 735, 1094 ;, Sth (Batteries), A, 287, 303, 305, 318, 

570, 575, 676, 735; Sth (Batteries), M, 487, 576, 677, 734, 1094. 

For Volunteers, see respective States. 
Organization, strength, oF bei ae 
-Nor roling partment. Of .... -.-- ------ + ene eens eee ee teen 

SEIS ie De 468, 469, 500, 501, 583, 547-549, 576-578, 678, 679, 736-738 
Virginia, Department of ........-.-++2-+2+---+2+-- 376, 377, 384, 385, 396, 411, 
467, 468, 486, 487, 497, 499, 532, 546, 574-576, 675-677, 733-736, 1093, 1094 
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Adjutant-General’s €OsfBice;, Urs: A chess Succ age sid geet me eee eee 492 
Dix, John A ..---- 2-22 cee ene ep ene ener ee eee e ne cece ee cree cence eres 666, 672 
Poster) Onn.Gie - << csiesaian SS anew ace organs wield mnik la eit alae: aehacel coe et ne 472 
Peok, Jobni J. 200s «22 ccwnciesee wcan amreieneaiecien es diawnen «aga ~>=sss)erepOrn 
Wessells, Henry, W...- .----- +2202 eee ene enna cee teen eee ee eee ees 598 
See also Colored Troops. ; , 
Upham, Charles L. Mentioned.......--....-..----- +++ ss-200------+---- 313, 735 
Upshur, C. Littleton. Mentioned .....-.-.---200- 2. cece mnwe cnes soncieewap ana 876 
Maiden, Judith: Mentioned). <2. 6 <:<cec.ecsc comm san ae cn aenne aan see ec mes 799, 801 


Waiden, Victoria. Mentioned 22.52... < -osssmns 0am eeeen sue ae le aaa een Oe 
Vallee, JohniF. .Mentioned 3.0 625 onelee oniseeuina eosin Goa 42s POS, LOO La ms dere 


Walley: City... 8.8. Montloned. ic... desaudsenssndvend acgaq uaa’ 146, 355, 391 
Van Alen, James H. 
ASSONMENtS tO COMMANG.. ase cscens oe ceme se nuiesuisumealsuaa a siaeauin ene ani 427 
IM@TGIOMEG S5.< satis eagejn ates ales atewelelc = mskeke aia operate nem an) oie eed Se ee 374, 377, 427 
Van Buren, D. T. 
Copnespondence. with: JONNeA. Dis. . casas s <eelea na eae e pee ate 585 
MECH HON ss. cea ccs cee Rema ci corse a atalatenne ne sig ich wha ma ace aera ep es Verona 542, 543 


For correspondence as A. A. G., see John A. Dix; also Erasmus D. Hanes, 
Mance,Zebulon-B,, “Mentioned oa: 2-- eens es eee see si gaa nee eel ae 
441, 447, 457, 752, 753, 769, 777, 779, 782, 789, 792, “803, 819, 823, 832, 842, 854, 
855, 860, 861, 874, 880, 888, 896, 928, 935, 937, 1053, 1065, 1072, 1073, 1077 
For correspondence, etc., see North Carolina, Governor of. 


Van Heusen, Stephen. Mentioned: 5... -2.2-.-.cstscecas cess eee Skee 67 
man’ Ness, William: W:.. Mentioned::. vc. o.e oe ee me ae coe cee 565 
Wan wWiycl:.'Charles it: Mentioned -coc..0-.sc. se aed ease en aoe coe weseen Aaa 
Vaughan, W.R. Mentioned............. ine ao Dian elaine Rep a eee ene ee ae 341 
Waughn Augustus’ D: Mentioned: 2. nc. 25. s.0ccee eee eee a ee ee 295 
Matin, George: Mentioned: ..cc.o. maccdescscesce cos oeoe oo ee na 
Wenable; S)W..) Mentioned." 2... cates sce ee hee c one 874 


Vermont Troops. Mentioned. 
Infantry—Regiments ; 9th, 272, 287, 299, 302-305, 317, 318, 359, 625, 677, 735. 
Vessels. See Naval Vessels. 


Meri, Fie A. Mentioned . 2 <<... od<Wessc> tus gens ameetuee foe uee cee 130 
actors 8.08, > Menkioned \..ccsc0 seas opdside wana vedanw sale gen eae ame 423 
Viele, Egbert L. 
ASAISNMSH tie £0 COMMAND ..c4.s as vninnaadesmannteaevonvetctase sake comet 567 
Correspondence with 
Dix JOHN Avie sen Se ewe dm aria eee 356, 384, 404, 501, 502, 542, 568, 611, 615 
| RTSTON Shs] 0) 0 cl eae EN SS eh NE oe ee 542, 614, 620, 627, 654, 722 
Bretton, Kranklin A... uses teaeece cucee Meee een 356 
Mienmonediwecic wou. 275, 279, 356, 376, 377, 384, 393, 404, 405, 408, 409, 411, 412, 


417, 421, 423, 427, 467, 468, 474, 486, 494, 499, 519, 520, 523, 531, 532, 535, 542, 

546, 567, 568, 570, 574, 575, 580, 583, 595, 615, 626, 675, 677, 712, 733, 735, 1093 

Virginia, C.S.S. (Merrimac,No. 1.) Mentioned..................-...... 385, 416 
Virginia. 

Military departments embracing 

Militia. Communications from 

Virginia, Adjutant-General of 


oa ee de LOR eee Oe tees ee 748, 953, 1077 


Wirgiis, Governor of .. 2... sk wsdon cence eee eee ne 834 
Wat Weparmment, C. 8... ool osnaeete eee een sasaanohict emacs “827, 840 
Operations in, Aug. 20, 1862-June 3, 1863. See 
Northern Virginia. bi 


Southeastern Virginia, 
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Virginia, Adjutant-General of. 
Correspondence with Virginia, Governor of .............. Cageacica soa eeues 834 
Orders, Special, series 1863: Jan. 95835; 

Virginia, Department of. (Union.) 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 


emy Head tarters< 2: S8ot nfee rcv ecec acu ha ln. ccc gia Re ee ky 482, 570 
Dixsy J ohn A seewe ce wees sae 388, 389, 395, 396, 435, 458, 462, 488, 563, 568, 582, 667 
BRGY OS pAAKGRINUGHD oia/sa sunt ASEM OR peewee se et net tae 586, 587, 60Y 
Pineal wiser sia teks cas arms oud canes Meee ae ee aie ae 458 
Bolles, John A., appointed “ Provost-Judge” to try cases in.............. 508 
Busteedwivichard sassioned to dubysNess..2220 2 evel ee len 482 
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Cordon; George H.; assigned to duty in. : s+... 1-22. o4.cuse vues boda de eact 659 
Keyes, Erasmus D., assumes temporary command of ...........--.....-.. 586 
Mansfield, J. K. F., veolioged from Oey e Vs sg imimim 5 3532's is ae eee eae eae 387 
Nemiponld sMasvexne lleduitome te lee ae atc een cae acs heat ne cel nea eee 545 


Orders, General! series 1862: No.6,503. Corps: 7th, No. 19, 12. 
Orders, General series 1863: Corps; 7th, No. 13,543; No.32,270. April 

6, 586. 
Provisional court established. Orders of John A. Dix ..........-2....--- 503 
“Record of Events” during siege of Suffolk, Va., April 11-May 4,1863.... 271 
Re-énforcements for. Communications from 


Army PLGA QUAarbersmie settee te csi cmet as cena dacttinsguer scab cee clams 388, 
389, 392, 393, 401, 466, 534, 536, 608, 613, 619, 620, 624, 637, 660, 679 
Dix, FohnvAs 2222: Pee es 390, 392, 494, 508, 515, 536, 619, 621; 624-626, 671 
Giant Zola pS sae ok 21.7 aie Cintra miele ols vale a tat oldie cre cles Soe eee Meee 608 
Mercypallonnye)..,assioned tO ditydn.. = sosc oes cs cce to nciee tease eemes 494 
Transfer of 9th Army Corps to -..-..-- s.. 2, 149, 534, 536, 876, 877, 879, 888, 889, 896 
Tyndale, Hector, assigned to duty in ...-.......- Re a Nota eh ae soa 740 
Union troopsin. Organization, strength, etc. 
INT CEG Ie DRS ae scerceeooee eee [GEE PS SOL Mn sEO Onno Areas 376, 377 
Sept; eh OC2 Reece nance niecininc wire </-naninn aie ates Meare tae ear festa eters 384, 385 
Seine CU) VES! oo kas AACA eRe meoe ce poor ose see Ee a nanabamssa se aes ake 395 
Seine OO; UC See Sh Abode de sh See oa qocene oe Scmaau ae Snceoos Seadsc de _ All 
Wiewe Ss WEB. 5 secs Scnmae CBA o seco oeped seonvocanascaoce concedes 467, 468 


(Oe, SAO) TEE Gaass Siao aacoSqAnne Gonero uO UeEnonoes Speman conn te hele) Ack 
yen, Os TSG. ooo so GAS G8Ss He sen en deol. Soom odarnc sHieeedascmeneace. Ze 


Dec. 31, 18622. oon a clon mown ven ae view nse wenn cement oan en aw en a= = 499 
Daneel OOo reek eine oes atacnn) st acai amicinnlais-wlenis.alaim nin vine <= 532, 1093, 1094 
Se et boc Eee riers gee, Oa ein Dodiad Veet Tats Wee ae a 546 
March 27, 1863 (3d ree 9th Army Corps). - Be HAP Oe sec Bimcuar TAU) 
Maret S80 186822555 22c252s¢ecbst naa snanndsatess Weewe0%s on cnet > -00 OIA-DTO 

- April 30, 1863 A eR OO PRO TIAG SESE DEO COD CERNE UO ee nae Heeoe 675-677 
May 31, 1863 <2 --- 3.22. 2s nee aoe nea n nem non nnn een eee none 733-736 
Viele, Egbert L., relieved from duty in....---. -----++---+ +--+ 222+ e22+-- 567 
Wistar, Isaac J., assigned to duty in .-.--------+-------- +2222 eee eee 686 

- Virginia, Governor of. Correspondence with 

Elzey, Arnold...-..------.----- -202 22-222 eee nne cnet e tenet eee Pee OE 978 
Virginia, Adjutant-General of.....--...---+-----+--20 ere cert certs 834 
War Department, C.S ...--.---------- 0-2 -----+ --- 222 eo ean Mariette el 


Virginia and North Carolina, Department of.* (Confederate. ) 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. 8. A ..------------- 


Davis, Jefferson |... -- 222 - cone ce cans wnt d noes same orem ens seerre etter? 891 


* Geographical command of Smith, afterward Longstreet, 
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Virginia and North Carolina, Department of. (Confederate)—Continued. 
» Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
Bromoh,Samwel Gace 2. Sete wttercte rte me aa oa) atetermseies ia tate ale ale ote eee eh ot SE 


ELV DP EL SEY = clea niem a ms nn see aleinle aol senate aiate cite Soka a eee te eee eee 890 
eemROWELi IH sccsice ec ch = ale qetat teem a tarelecy a ele ere eee 817-819, 856, 911 
Longstreet, James ...---..+--------- ---------- ee aie eae rete ete aerate 930 
Statin; GUustavas: W cascades oocce cas wo epee a eee Ae tee ate le oie eee Seer 786, 872 
Wim Departirentey C7, See ates artes eraol sete aera ler en et es eee ete teeter 814, 861, 891 
Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc. 
Sis Oleon Uh elt alee 2 or anes tenmere: meccnenca sen crear. ee ae ee cieee 750, 751 
OGG 205, LB OS Riecien c cians stow ietelele alma niece sece Stm ap haat et ra ete ie ene ee 759 
(O20 fer) baa he Ror aa ee Beare arora seg eters aa poe URS aadsicicscos 764 
INOW o0) L8Os vee hice Wence clan ac esieieme aisle hdaa he Jo ene ome terre chee (eree crear 788 
Pear tO; 186022 ou. oi. SUR a 793 
NING Oy, MOOS ais aweiain'e oa cteeola a sine a) «ats ol wee ee ate eo ee ee 865 
OWS 20 pL CG 3.ctetaceaa «2 5= 5. chien ante aw qacemeta a ia ee dee ate ce 888 
Webs Lo les ss a- =e Sa Sie ee) Sapim epee oS Eee os ee ee a ee 900 
MOTO WGO3 28m teats Sec ce cee} oc a ceet. se eqns eee tee eee eee 901 
peMaRch-OAERR Pe fos. Ae eee US. MAG eee 915 
Marelt 10; 1663.0 5.- <ennkawc vc se'e sy uenee tectn ee sew eee ane ee 916, 917 
IMBE CHO pL SGo cs. 2 saulea sao op tee nei win owe'nlae wate See ea aie ete a aaa aerate ee 
Maral 20; 1863. 25 oasis chile new eens sacas esos cetn ocean ee 930 
Constituted, and limits defined \... 2.0.4 .snascee see Come Ronen ae 748 
French, Samuel G. : 
Assigned to and assumes Command --_-s-se---- cesees csee Oooo 861, 864 
Temporarily assigned to command of artillery serving on the Black- 
AV MMOL 2 oa cin wise mics aye cals Sinaia 4 See ae a eee eens See ae 988 


Orders, Circulars, series 1862: Dec. 12, 794. 

Orders, General, series 1862: No. 15, 794. 

Orders, Special, series 1863: ,April 14,988; May 2, 1038; May 4, 1045; 
No. 39, 909; (French) No. 2, 995. 


Longstreet, James, assigned to and assumes command of.......-....--- 895, 896 
Pickett, George E., assigned to duty in’....-):.0. be ene eee 889 


Re-enforcements for. Communications from 
Bewuregard, Genk 5. <1 emactantasce «seeeca cen eee 
Clin Man eal gly yak a) 0 sce Ne sere eee 


DV ANIS VU CHOTSOM. ws ar sete pene ss co sete nee ae eee eee 770, 823, 848 
Pronen, Samiel G2... s...teas aus: »fewewoee pean ee te eee eee 822, 823 
Lise, Robert Bo... 220.2 20......00.. 2. chs cd theses enn, $01) B12) Bir 81g: eam 
SIND. Gustavus, Wiscceie ce akece cates 5 cole ceen Een nt akan 768, 838, 847 
WarDepartment, C8) /.2s.7 0 ae eM... 801, 810-812 
See also Smith to Lee, p. 786; Notes, p. 871. 

Smith, Gustavus W., assigned to command of ........-.......-.----... 748 


Subdivisions of. See 
North Carolina, Department of. 
Richmond, Department of. 
Southern Virginia, Department of. 
Virginia Troops. Mentioned, 

Artillery, Heavy—Regiments : 4th, 920, 995. 

Artillery, Light—B8attalions: 12th, 1056, 1067. Batteries : Alexandria, 331, 
333, 1001, 1069, 1076; Armistead’s, 920; Blount’s, 995; Branch’s, 917; 
Dabney’s, 787, 807, 997, 1076; Fauquier, 279, 324, 325, 328, 329, 331-338!" 
989, 995, 1001, 1004, 1009, 1014; Prench’s, 920; Hampden, 335, 995 ; Mar- 
tin’s, 142, 145, 331; Norfolk Blues, 787; Petersburg Rocket, 17, 19, 
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Virginia Troops. Mentioned—Continued. ; vist 
Artillery, Light-—Batteries : Petersburg Rocket (continued), 35, 36, 42; 
Richmond Fayette, 334, 995; Staunton Hill, 866, 917; Stardivant’s, 
900, 916, 917, 930, 978; Wright's, 142, 145; Wyatt’s, 190, 191. Regi- 
ments ; 1st, * 900, 916, 917, 930, 978, 1067. 
Oe ey Battalions: 27th, 142, 807; 32d, 795, 798, 800, 920, 975, 1006 ; 40th, 
341, 1059, 1070. Companies: Barham’ s, 1038, 1039. Regiments Sth, 341, 
1006; 9th, 342; 10th, 795, 920, 976, 1006, 1019 13th, 751, 759, 764, 787, 
845; ‘15th, 749, 752, 759, 764, 787, 845. 
(pnts Balishone: City, 684, 1059; 2d, Local Defense (@. M. Dept.),1092; 
4th, Local Defense (Naval), 1092; 5th, Local Defense (Arsenal), 1092. 
Companies: Confederate Guard, 900, 916, 917,930; Hargrove Blues,t 
$00, 916, 917, 930, 978. Regiments: Ist, 929; 5th, 658; 8th, 215; 14th, 
340; 17th, 289; 26th, 920,995; 29th, 341, 807, 900, 916, 917, 930; 32d, 978, 
1067; 46th, 208, 342, 343, 892, 920, 1019; SOth, 142, 145,519, 807 ; 54th, 142, 
145, 807 ; 57th, 929; 59th, 207, 208, 209, 920,995, 1019; Gist, 7, 759, 764, 
787,845; 63d, 142, 145, 807. 
MG eae ee atiients- 18th, 22d, 26th, 31st, 39th, 42d, 43d, 49th, 50th, 
53d, 63d, 64th, 66th, 69th, 73d, 83d, 84th, 96th, 98th, 101st, 110th, 
117th, 156th, 168th, 172d, 195th, 835. . 
Molva homie sae NOTULOMC Cae nite 51sec aA oem tet atone. even et =e ees 181 
WACO LAGE EG Ha, — IAN Dea eT SEE lO eats es es a OR ee A eee sae - 433 
OL eA TIT eNO MUL OM OM cree oeies wa mise ae saint sites sinla Eile wiserals sel cme ete ep OM dhs 
iG ered Le Ga eC MI LION GO 2c weitere. sco reine win clelcinioe oo 2 oe ohne via esieta nina sat AO 
Wadley, William M. 
Correspondence with War Department, C. 8 .-....-225.--3c-00-5-2eeceee< 874 
eae Corse nae al te ee he a buates hen ueeueeeaee 859, 873 
Weds wore, cames: «.. Mentioned iui. (22.224 Sic wie eemis sce atone seen ae 409 
MRA ele y muOWIS an LOM bLONCG 2.1 < piers cio cto ee ath ci ciecim eines aricle - 26,30 
Wie Eee ecex can Men TLOned ma nuiccisstideie os sai deei ae eo = see alee 622, 651, 652, 995 


Waldron, S. W., jr. For correspondence as A. 1G, Ga see ele Prince. 
Wale’s Head, N.C. Destruction of Salt-Works at, Feb. 2, 1263. Report of 


Francis BE. sec idan # Nosed eae ee Ae BABE So. allt 

Wraless Thomash, jr. Mettioned.-2.. 2-2 -ce a- 22 weiner oe ee srienr ones 2 00 
Walker, George H. Mentioned ...-....---- .----. ----------------------- 257, 258 
Walker, H. H. Mentioned -..-...--....--------- «+--+ ---- wen: Gear 749, 802, 10 
Walker, H. P. Correspondence with W. H. C. Whine: ARSE Roepelnaaees =, WOO 
Walker, Lindsay R. Mentioned ...--...----.----.-----------+---+--++---+-- 762 
Walker, W.S. Correspondence with G. T. Sat ert HES SAB RS St mere recom 1013 
Wall, Richard. Mentioned ..---....--..----- -----+--+---+++-+-+--- Cee Ss 90 
Wallace, G. A. 

WGN 1 Bs Se ASS Bel SOC Soe EES Seren CIS ce Sane On emaecr mc nrr 207 

Report of skirmish at Williamsburg, Va., March 29, IES CR}oe SSS5I6= BEA RICE 208 
Waller, Richard P. Mentioned ....-.-.--..----- ceeccreeee Bo emo ee ee . 1092 
Wallick, William F.M. Mentioned ...-----------------++--++ e022 errr ree gue 
Wallis, J. W. Correspondence with John G. Foster ..--- Cee eee tee ere ee 
Walton, J.B. Mentioned ..-----.-.----22---2-- 2222s re tes renee certs oe 
Walton, Thomas. Mentionéd ..---.---------+ s-++ +--+ sseerr cree err renee 296 
War Department, C. S. Correspondence with 

Bait tee ee eae pene Senne wom oer a mayne hriacs Ate mses ta Hee NE 

Beauregard, G. T .-----------------+------- 799, 811-813, 816, 822, 1012, 1013, ‘08 

Dain cls Ne teen teats den alee cero se sparen == 2rosenc se Titer ae 1082 


Davis, Jefferson - ---- Bi 


4 Four batteries serving at Petersburg, Va. t Orig aly Cuninus any I, 12th Virginia THMAbry. 


1198 is INDEX. 
P Page 
War Department, C.S. Correspondence with—Continued. 
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Elliott, Gilbert. 22.2. wecwes cee ene en wen ence wnele = BBODAR SPCR BEA e Satie Aci: 853 
Bugtheer Department, C. S. A ceens -cwticonwes smneurninchas OOO, CLO; GOe,0 01, 000M 
Hronohy Samuel Goj0. so nto bene seen ss 45, 144, 742, 822, 823, 826, 867, 874, 1042 
ER RD eisiscio% win. coal te ass elo sta! dette wine acm ania Sia) oad a elie a eg eee 1091 
Harvie; Giewi8) Bo. . 5. vic ona. cn comes ane cs deed nsice die wmnwe secre na wine sion oe 951 - 
Hill, D. H. 861, 890, 983, 1005, 1016, 1047, 1048, 1050, 1052, 1053, 1059, 1076, 1079, 1092 
J pinciant DOSS HW oe << /aiclaieicle mein mse © Reis ol aneie wincales coe ane ot ee ee 1082 
POMOGOMMUOL oc cee ac sca Tee Ae sere mae Nee ae eee aaa ee ee Ree ee 935, 936 
Wee, Wo bert Bic. sews eee wees 801, 802, 805, 810, 812, 814, 817, 819, 825, 844-846, 
851, 876, 877, 879, 880, 882, 889, 974, 998, 1009, 1017, 1066, 1072, 1090, 1092 
IDEA NERY 5 El eee eA PRE ctor ery er eM ALi tc tee es So) gai 1045 
ongsbreet, SaMos.ss.c0.ss cee sssates csc awe n te coeeee ees 326, 910, 967, 970, 972, 
977, 979, 981, 983, 996, 998, 1002, 1014, 1015, 1025, 1039, 1042, 1045, 1050, 1051 
TUG WV gel iss falcisieis we! onts oles ee Jasin veel adie te eee eee eee 789, 858 
Martin dG ok ko tp. uvs code Sig 2 wees wale win\ wha’ aaeyde’ derma Ste ea eee ve eee ea 
Navy Department, C. S.......--. sie wdnla nec vsisisvivew ace wean amael emaaieee 976, 1023 
Nori Carolina, Governor. 0f.0 52) <<. sic tose ane aoe eee een eee oe 19; 192, 
821, 822, 827, 831, 840, 851, 873, 895, 897, 902, 909, 934, 957, 1026, 1027, 1045 
LV.ON MORON Ariaptatmae|2 Me Seles s Seated a aene ice eee eae ae 77, 879, 885, 888, 889 
Quartermaster-General’s Office, C. S. A..... Geib dercieleitie eats Nesta s -aeaereeese el07 
RIEU Ly GUSTAVO Wie & wo aca atminiel e.g = aR ave oeetas Ste a Oho eae eee 471, 742, 776, 782, 
792,799, 801, 805, 808, 832, 836, 838, 844, 845, 847, 850, 854, 858, 870, 871, 878 
AVIRE PUA CO VORMOL OL «2 eon anc ceri cies See se eee ae ee 827, 834, 977 
RaMLet We. ME cs cer oa. an ccna tc cconsce tee tee gehen ae a 874 
WAMU rn Wise eCo hn acto ose ate ene 774, 781, 782, 862, 867, 872, 875, 892, 897, 


899, 904, 912, 938, 939, 951, 962, 971, 977, 980, 983, 988, 1005, 1024, 1058, 1081 
War Department, U. S. 
Correspondence with 


Dix (OND AN iets wisetyna'ein es we eares oo = ieee oe ee 382, 387, 391, 

395, 418, 433, 436, 440, 443, 449, 451, 452, 454, 461, 472, 474, 480 , 482, 521, 714 

Boing Maia Ses oS. UL. awa d doleeeisit ida eae eae 706, 708 

NayyeDepartment,U. S..co<cane--cceeeuec local ee eee 376, 430, 442, 451, 452 

Treasury Department, U. §........-<csncsnac solu Stee aetn on eee 429 

Geders, March’ Sl Ve63 6.5.4 ciwetvcw wos Cevastenk PERG ae Toone 580 
Orders in cases of 

Abandoned and Captured Property .<...<.-. :osasc stn oeueeneUeneeenne 580 

STSde And Interconrae ./5.. cats wawacesive sn Gdn ea cee ee 580 

Ward, Mentioned SaSmea(e cents oo alee minecins) so ame. eee Eee ee eee 409 

Ward, Edward W. Mentioned . wisiia\sleieieiwim ieie/sim Siri Siecle oils See eee ee ee 760 


Ward, Giles F.. Mentioned................. 
Ward, John E. 


PECRULONGH a sevenig an ave aes in chow ate Oud ove tut inehe dec ee en een 317,575,735 
Report of capture of Battery Huger, Va., April 19, 1863:5. So petseeee se aes 314 
Nerd, Robert B..; Mentioned ...0./..c. Wace -csa'vanwes veceicns se ceta eran 132 


Wardrop, David W. 
WGntLON GOs tn stticecace cena ece ES Re eae 272, 279, 287, 298, 359, 575, 677, 729, 735, 1093 


Itinerary of Reserve Brigade. Siege of Suffolk, Va., April 24-May 1...... 298 
Warner, John A., Steamer. Mentioned........-...........-. 0... 295, 387, 422, 429 
Mreren, Hdward J. Mentioned (oii we scctcg chs. osbudsue docs le qeeeenene 1092 
Washburn, Israel, jr. Mentioned.,.c. oo... ce. eoce cane uccebsseatcbeaneenl 461 
Washington, N. C. 

Attack on, September 6, 1862. 

Co-operation of Navy, U.:S.,. with Army. o-<.. oY .sue. vceueeee sss 5 


Defenses of (immediate). 
Communications from 
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PR UICO OOF Ve etna Sone ewer ee ein at het. we es eel ede 669, 670 


BOLO Re areca, ties shee Ske Ch Sl ae a Aaa ea 
Prince, Henry. 
Assiznod-to-command Of thei. .¢ cesses uscemcdeancovnt. aieueeuee 
Relieved from command of pee Piatjcrats igi elcie eee = ace oe ere etre 
Expedition to, April 17-19, 1863. Reports of 
OSHC T SONI Custer. caie oa ott Renee ge, ett oan on ee, Re ee 
BROl AM OM ALICB WAT oc Narnia al lidar gnc ioe ves de ose pe ene te 
Naglee, Henry. Min Aono. - dec ces on Sass a aisiny cele cone aes 
See also March 30-April 20, 1863. Siege of pe ee N. C., and pursuit 
of Confederate forces. Reports of 
Foster, John G. Palmer, Innis N. (Itinerary). 
Siege of, and pursuit of Confederate forces, March 30-April 20, 1863. 
Casnalties; phetrnsiof.: Union Troops.ss-s. -.--sdse rss nde te eke eee oe 
Communications from 
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217 
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Garnett, Richard B...-..---. 955, 971, 975, 978, 984, 988, 939, 991, 992, 1001 
Hunter, David.-..... osm yeceiaen pete en aegmaost eee eee ce AU 
Keyes brasmusa iss: 2esnue nse ons. 2 eee pee ee 585, 588, 589, 591-593, 601 
lifes. ish Le Se eas ede SHO Hen Gata Am AASOGAGe a 1a CASE Sages stom at 631 
Longstreet, James .... .-.- 931, 932, 937, 941, 943, 945, 968-970, 972, 973, 990 
Barreto igen a slam Tate cece seers oie ie cin ete sk = ade sec low sc eeinwie means 601 
Palmerlumisunie cae sere lacie ctcoe sie repr eieteieteemnntee eer en 227 
228, 248, 251, 578, 579, 584, 585, 589, 593, 594, 612, 617, 618, 646 
1PG(u igs d UNI remcsaldatear aodrre OosU Doar sS Oceacnpents (sacar oo Sm rt 590 
Potpierew (0 Sie och see seek So as Soap ot Aa hameeya soe s mss CON, 
Princomlionlyweere sce aes Ae econ erent ceceaeree Rea 228-230, 236 
Wet 18 brehaiy Ded Peat Oe ee See eee eras eck mace ome 565 
Wabi tio) aWierltle Oras tegaecm anya tee. . 943, 972 
See also Dix to Halleck, p. 579 ; Fissae es in ee pp. 1. 942, 959, 960; 
Lee to Longstreet, p. 943. 
Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with Army ..--..---- +--+ --22e+---2 222+ 211- 
: 215, 217, 218, 223, 224, 228-232, 241-244 
Itineraries. 
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Palmer, Innis N., 1st Division, 18th Army Corps.----------------- 219 
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For correspondence, etc., see Navy Depar tment, U.S. 
Wellman, Abijah J. 
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Spinola, F. B., 
April 1-4, 1863 -... 2222-22025 eee oe cece one won cone -- wenn ne #240 
April 8-9, 1863 ..---....-. mine = eee ate qaaieiese alee ate econ “. 244, 247 
Taylor, David: Al owen ce saceer enenedeesnns emma sd tal et teres til a eer a7 
See also 
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13-21, 1863. Swift Creck Village. Expedition to. 
16-21, 1863. Kinston. Expedition toward. 
17-19, 1863. Washington. Expedition to. 
, 20,1863. Sandy Ridge. Skirmish at. 
Skirmish near, Feb. 13,1863. Reports of 
Jocknick, George <2 52.) iiskc.n-cecasecesuucucnc meee ier ee eee 156 
Hoya, LT Or ers one elie Sten! sein clecis aie ei ea.s' ete ieee ae 155 
Washington, N. C., Comdg. Officer Confederate forces nearest. Corre- 
spondence with Edward E. Potter...-.:-.--.. 2222-222. cece. 424 
Washington, Department of. Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 57, 608. 
Wroashineton James A. Mentioned 2.002... ..2-was sa ceete la eee 945, 956 
Washington, John C. Mentioned -...---.-.-.-- 0.022. .022- 22 222. 2-2. 924, 982 
Weaterpury. in, (ontioned -ticcs.s ~-.0 scwenacnececnecce: sae Dee 333 
Wratermdn;, James EH: Mentioned 2.207222 Secees cbc, seca nee ee 40 
Watson Pet. Mentioned Si ie esse Soest. TEC LSS kee ee ee 436 
For correspondence, etc., see War Department, U. 8. 
Watts, bnomas Ei Mentioned’s - 22-2... 22. sacisnacuse coon eee oe 888 
Wave Queen, Steamer. Mentioned........ 225. -......--. OI ee aa R97 
Wad, Fredero F. © Mentioned 2.5... .<2o 10. peti ices See ae 577, 737 
NVGDD, FW W0i-, DIGHTIGHOE ces 8 0. awk a Sac eale nude scene vacant eee me 577 
Wrober, Mas. s) Mentioned «<6 accss twos cscs sce sc ce tc C ee eee eee 377 
Webster Ralph Cry Mentioned 0. 222... sce cc ceo Cote eee 97 
Weehawken, U;SiS;) Mentioned <-.5.-.--22.<.cc es onsen eee 530, 533, 857 
Welles, Gideon. Mentioned -.-.250.. 2... 055.2 s-caup scuueue ecu en 2, 


INDEX. 1201 


Wessells, Henry W.—Continued. ie 
Report of ie i Dec. 5-21, 1862, during expedition to Goldsborough, 
West Branch, Va. Engagement at mouth of, April 14, 1863. eomtenin i= es 
May 4, 1863. Siege of Suffolk, Va. Reports of 
Getty, George W. Peck, John J. 
West, Department of the.* French, Samuel G., assigned to duty in...--.. 1077 
PWesrmnud, Steamer, Mentioned... ....-..-.ccpc-ceheten eee 276, 
280, 305, 408, 413, 483, 484, 610, 616, 621, 625, 636, 658, 674, 697 
peer ncreOreG.; MOUtIONeU 22. ..5505. 62222 -h oe dine ee scel el tee 1007, 1017 


ae remamiesa Mentioned. sc cc sc os tee ee eee ee 880 
West, Robert M. 
Correspondence with 


Keyes, Erasmus D ..... aR tet nie arnt ogee tn cma - 266, 629, 693 
SUPE Semete’sre Pre ome Seen ee eee a ere enn nee 266, 612 
Mentioned 2:22 ss....< 262-266, 595, 596, 598, 601, 607, 677, 693, 717, 728, 729, 734, 995 


West Point, Va. 
Affair near, April 16, 1863.. See Pamunkey River, Va. 
Evacuation of, by Union forces, May 31-June 1, 1863. 
Communications frem 


Army Headquarters...........- 2d eblonbban SHSSeabosdc SésbES dasaGe 730 
JD yey IIS A Sh ec ste Se ae mT tle le 727, 732, 733 
IDSs el Be ses da S Ee ECE GEE ae Se EARS ma eet Ayia Se al aiceg Be, 3 731 
NareDOpArOMMOMts Cer Sr eanarcces ces stce eatin = Steere sins os 1090, 1092 
Itinerary of Gordon’s division, 4th eer May 4-June 1, 1863.._..--.. 372 . 
RC pOMOMmGLOroe Ha GOLdOmn cote ence te cne tac ots see ainee eee Ose 


Expeditions to, — 
Jan. 7-9, 1863. See Yorktown, Va. Expedition from, Jan. 7-9, 1863. 
Jan. 13, 1863. 


Communications from Erasmus D. Keyes...........--...---.----- bytes 
Co-operation of Navy, U.S8., with Army ......-. Bes Oadae Heose Scene 515 
Occupation of, by Union forces, May 7, 1863. Communications from 

AVBIOS) JSICRICIG UA NAIEIORE SSS GEER See oSab Hea oe sae oeae Oeoe eae eb sE 624, 701, 709 
MDT) OMIA errata onc Sate eatoret< «| a aic/oln afelataleie'n mi 649, 690, 691, 699, 701, 702, 704-706 
Sows TRUONTNS ecko PoC g eGR Eee Shao eaeero ree nae edos Sadeeesnae sacnceScans 706 
iLGiy JRO WARM ABRE A Gand SOS SOO dao Bae oe Senne oraa oe AeoeONecma bese esse 1056 
Wee, Se Pores Se HSE eS cae SE Berea SSN ee One eG cherie codeiar Ho sapeer 698, 704 
(2Oghes dO Wide SessSSRSSGEe AeeHS BOSS SE ape OneU De ECW ooo C EA OleEed Cnencd 690 


See also Dix to Lee, p.697; Dix to Halleck, p. 707. 
West Virginia Troops. Mentioned. 
Infantry—Regiments: 16th, 608. 


Wetherill, Samuel. Mentioned.-.....--...-------+-----+-+----- 33, 125, 126, 140, 280 
Wharton, Captain. Mentioned .--...----.---------- +--+ ---2 2-22 erent eee 1047 
Wheaton, William L. Mentioned -....---------------------+------+-+---- 585, 613 
For correspondence as A. D. C. and A. A. A. G., see Innis N. Palmer. 
Wheelan, James N. Mentioned.....----..------------ 4, 126, 133, 138, 180, 303, 305 
Wheelan, William. Mentioned-.....---------------------++----2+ 2-22 2----- 19 
Wheeler,John J. Mentioned .--.-.-..--------------------+ --2 2-2 eee ees 49, et Sei 
Whipple, Charles. Mentioned.-...-..--------------------+--25 052 0r077- 575, 1093 
White; A. Mentioned .--... .--------- ---- e-- nee enn ee ene enn en rere ree 538 
White, Alvin. Mentioned ...--.---------0++ ---- ------ ee err teen errr trees pe 
White, David B. Mentioned...--. .--------------20--+ errr errr errr re nt 737 
White, Hdward. Mentioned..-..--------------0-+ ----ercrcr reer 119 


« Joseph EK. Johnston’s geographical command. 
76 R R—VOL XVIII 
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White Hall, N.C. Engagement at, Dec. 16,1862, Report of B. H. Robertson. 121 
See also Dec. 11-20, 1862. Expedition to Goldsborough, N.C. Reports of 


Amory, Thomas J. C. Hall, Newton. Pickett, Josiah. 
Chambers, John G. Heckman, Charles A. Smith, Gustavus W. 
Codman, Charles R. Holbrook, Charles L. Stevenson, Thomas G. 
Fellows, John F. Jenney, Edwin S. Taylor, David A. 
Foster, John G. Ledlie, James H. Zabriskie, Abram. 


White Hall Bridge, N.C. Affair at, Dec. 15,1862. See Dec. 11-20, 1862. Ex- 
pedition to Goldsborough, N. C. Reports of 


Foster, John G. Smith, Gustavus W. 
White, John E. Mentioned....-.. Vig waealn on daw elesip ant woe At eet a aoe 272, 299 
Whitehead, U.S. 8S. Mentioned .6.. 0.2.0. cone cone cen cances oo00 sa=-b= 223, 243, 260 
Whitehead, Mr. Mentioned ....-..-...---------- eirawisla tae b widign Me ermeae 125 
Wohitehead: Jeff. .Mentioned.:.-.6...2c5es emcee sscecsecescpmuseesidaeened<= 44 
Winitenead, Wa ba Mentioned d2---. -njccescon soe sonieecle= == hemes eee d4 


White House, Va. Expedition to, Jan. 7-9, 1863. See Yorktown, Va. Expe- 
dition from, Jan. 7-9, 1863. 

White Oak Creek, N.C. Skirmish at, Jan. 19, 1863. See New Berne, N. C. 
Reconnaissance from, Jan. 17-21, 1863. 


Whitford, Edward. Mentioned :s. 2). cee fss/s anoesei-paeebancns sere eee ieee 1023 
Whitford, John: D: .Wentioned.o<--:.1-¢-.<- ~~ + scomesinpe ieee cae eae eee 859 
Whitford, John N. 
Correspondence. with D_ He Hill --- 2c. cee neon an betes de eee ees 1022, 1054 
Mentioned -<s25-c0-<.2c000 194, 255, 824, 914, 921, 924, 971, 990, 1012, 1053, 1074, 1085 


Whiting, Jasper S. For correspondence, etc., see Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, C. S. A. 
Whiting, W. H. C. 


Addregs:topeopie of sw ilmington, N.C. ..0c naneeicmencelees ececch ce aeee 787 
Assignments to command....-.....--....-.- eis ate Se isen wee teenie mite ose er 770 
Correspondence with 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A-.....---------- 848, 913, 922 
HS MCET eI OUN PA mnie ale Se isie ress picts aeepe eee puk Sa POR ae eRe 821, 844, 850, 851, 858 
BeanrecaniGe, su -ccischen ie anism coe auc hee ce 780, 791, 805, 806, 816, 821, 822, 
825-827, 833, 836, 838, 839, 842, 850, 871, 875, 881, 1011, 1012, 1017, 1035, 1058 
Benbow, Heiser cins stinstein maroc scaeieaiincel bee eee ree 873 
HUA DN OL Adicio Ehi ser shutevcanio'g cin cks= sincere Srenlcieicre a copa eee 1035 
FCUCM SAMO G ec acks cael cas Sees cutee tent eae 785, 852, 855, 863, 868 
CS OO | Sa ee MOA 801 
Gwwathmey,, Washineton ...n acemcscaniccs soetas cone ce aoe eee 843 
Harrigon Georg erP:. jl -cjntacsies scene ok cece koe ee ee ne 831, 851 
Pe ATIOK, SONNY Frecrviaietdcinwinashiclsis cw wiorsic lode Siem ae Cate ee 848 
EDU DS Ete atstre ciate sale cscs ote ara seers See oe oe ee 893, 896, 904, 910, 
72, 982, 987, 1022, 1041, 1045, 1048, 1049, 1052, 1058, 1070, 1073, 1076, 1080 
ARTEL WSR eo gra wahannintin: Wins Civialw <tesosecgchalelaorc Ries ete a 843, 857 
Longstreet, James........ 905, 907, 913, 920, 943, 945, 947, 949, 961, 962, 972, 973 
DCD ViicL weltenp ns caas wap tek scien walked sags ton uot ne 820, 863 
Navy Department, CoB cose d sews esiceneus ucenscwpen cee eee 1024 
Now kitts, Abrabaim icc. <eca> verecewsc vn pieh neues eae anaee 808 
North Carolina, Governor of .....--ssec-<occne-sceacceseteuee 790, 879, 887 
Ordviance Department, C.'8. A... wk. coc coaekc ou es Oe eee 868, 1035 
OCCU, FHMER Do in ce ecawe waibcn¥ia sai sencesiaete Cea ee Tee 794 
Li sY2) 3 Og MAD bapa © j<inbid nia)icinig/siejnialsis woaa, vcatyeineic eee rep eee 1000 
MUAED herd ncmer Se cicctiemmaesee ocete Sis vin we) woes s\n siws o'a'uiere aye ae eae 1030 


Simonton, Charles H.. 


rsinRaisaleicne <u lecineinme.ciecisesewesidentevercenwres) aE elG 
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Whiting, W. H. C.—Continued. 
Correspondence with 

ROO ER CSE ANUIY. Wc Sote.eclec cars nacldeks cece. ds 773, 780, 783, 786, 789, 791, 

794, 802-806, 808, 816, 830, 833, 837, 838, 844, 850, 855, 857, 858, 864, 867, 869 

Subsistence Department, C. S. A ..........-02 Bid eeratdnn = hale ireicteie cares ote 940 

DWathors Mies acko cers veanesia sutsvasertecyyid vdeiesAle cee ces! 1056 

War Department, C. § .....-......2.2. 774, 781, 782, 862, 867, 872, 875, 892, 897, 


899, 904, 912, 938, 939, 951, 962, 971, 977, 980, 983, 988, 1005, 1024, 1058, 1081 
Mentioned... ....... 108, 167, 189,770, 771, 773, 776, 722, 783, 787, 788, 793, 794, 801, 
809, 832, 833, 836, 838, 840, 844, 856, 858, 859, 864-866, 868, 871, 873, 875, 879, 
890, 901, 903, 905, 909, 911, 916, 917, 921, 925, 938, 941, 947, 949, 961, 962, 964, 
965, 969, 972, 983, 986, 990, 998, 1000, 1012-1015, 1018, 1023, 1030, 1034, 1059 
Report of capture of U. S. S. Ellis, on New River, N. C., Nov. 25, 1862.2... 34 


NyHItHer. VWV-kt- ~ Mentioned -<xt Sincue ccncauns Jeg dee ee 2a UU Gece seuce 144 
Whitney, Russell M.- Mentioned ...0ceccsecseccacyier checks bob tee cnn ccoe 259 
Whitney, Stephen. - Mentioned ...isscscorssess cay b salis ctv tees ae 18, 134, 280 
WWAiton; John -C; Mentioned i. cen ccccwesees etic cg stews ncane ieoeeneeea ce 736 
Whitty, Jasper M.- -Mentioned......ccccesccecceqete sos dbdew decd woes cece ee 1093 
Wwaytale thomas» Gr. -- Mentioned <.<22).<.icjowienbswigipoeciwreccostec detest eee 509 
Widow, Schooner. 

Mentioned xu.cadvds cet tech etuwetece cee sd cerecensmicn se dblehweedecstchesecs 985 

Seizure of. Communications from R. B. Garnett. ...-.. 02.2.2... 2222202. 984 
Wiestling, George B... Mentioned... 0.2 scccs vec ee cece cde seseee alte seeens 735, 1093 
Wilcox, Cadmus M.. Mentioned .....0.5 ccs cecss beset cbs Je5ss cocc coe. 104; 705 
VV iH Clap Es oA ee MONET OMOC trate seco! tas = <ielels oe einlaseininle evi orice «Jere ue eae a= 659,723 
Wilder, C. B. 

Gorrespondencs with, John A. Dix 2.2... ces ci paces du ts beh smiscwn 70,591, 739 

MECNPLONOCsvasse sors ss cbse ese stew eae s soar ll Ouis seU Eto omisel ements 391, 395, 570 
Wiley, W. J. Mentioned -.--.... 22. .----- 202 2 o oe one cee ne ons ween wake —_ 198 
Wilkes, Charles. Mentioned......---.------ +--+. ------ -- o-- 022 ee 2 ee eese 438, 555 
Wilkeson, Bayard. Mentioned........-.-.-- Patan sebsiiee oo~ piece naeeiaeeere et 134 
Willard, Benjamin. Mentioned ... 2. .0cc0 2-5 -0re cree ete ooo wns etmentinees' 880 
Willard, Blkana-: Mentioned .... 2.06 ccccespstiswcscetaes nics setinsies sadecs 880 
Willard, Lee: Mentioned= <-- cist ct tcc abe tisecten ose tuewccsessses eats 880 
Willard, Lucinda. Mentioned ..---.-.-.-----.---+-- seeeee -- 2-2 22+ eee oe 

illard, William. Mentioned... ... 022. 2-2-2 seen ne cow e ce nse wet cen see Se 

Mara Orlando B. Mentioned.-..--...---..---+-------+- sese+- 149, 457, 562-565 
William Penn, Vessel. Mentioned...-......------------------------+-+---- 448 
Williams, Augustus H.D. Mentioned ........---.------------++---+------ 1093 


Williams, Fort, N.C. Fort at Plymouth, N.C. (So called)..-.--..---.---- 644 


Williams, Griffin S. Mentioned ...--..----. ---------------2-+ e222 ee eee e eee an 
Williams, John. Mentioned ...--..------.---- +--+ 20+ eee ee tenner e eeee eee eee - 
Williams, L. B. eae RMSE coed SOS aOR eas ase a Dao oe ee eta see MO RINa = me 
illi cen MOMtONEC.< caiesecictesaicincicice sees a Sbmiql-etviahieie ws ham secie =. 
irate Biss For correspondence as Assistant Adjutant-General, see George 
; B. McClellan; also Joseph Hooker. ef 
Williams, Thomas. Mentioned ..--...----- ----s--22+ cere ee center rete eee Fs 
Williams, Willis. Mentioned ......---..----+ .s---+ e-eeee cree ce eee certs 
Williamsburg, Va. 
Reconnaissance from, Nov. 22, 1862. 4 
Communications from John A. Dix ....---------+-- eee2 2+ cere rete: ie 
Report of John A. Dix -... 22. ----00 e--- eee ee cone cere seer e trees sees 
from, Jan. 19, 1863. 
ee ee sess from Erasmus D. Keyes ..---.--+- ---------- +--+ +--+ es 


Report of William G. McCandless ...--.-----2++ -----+seeeessrerer ee 
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Williainsburg, Va.—Continued. P 

Skirmishes at. 
' Sept. 9, 1862. 
Communications from 

Army Headquarters.... ee---- on -- ene eee ween eee e eee e ne ene ee- 1] 
Dix, John A 2... 2222 -- eee e ne cee n ne cores cone cen ne cnee cane 387, 390 
Court-martial in case of Jacob P. Wilson ......--+..--------+----- 11-13 


Report of John A. Dix .--.-+-+ +--+ 20+ eens eee eens eee eee eee ee afi & 
March 29, 1863. 
Communications from 


Busteed, Richard £2. . 222 <ss4-sem-cem~cnlaaa=pqeee-oer 203, 204, 206 

Dix, JolingA 2.22052 0555 epee setecie= nee a eee - Soe eee 2 sae 205 
Reports of 

Buateed, Richard, 22+ ess00<+--+oceene epee skews a Mieeeeamem 203 

Lewis, William ....-. ----..---- e-00 <2 22 222 eee aes ene eee sem OF 

Tabb;, William B . <0. o.6-owoece uae datiaus sleigh - 94 eels Peele ee neEC ONE 

Wriallace, GA ¢ cc oncencacebes svcncneteseiei 9 Jem eee seme 208 


Wrise;Elenry Acs. .2ece- cveens nenoacas saeitann ames amet. = aamen Cue 
April 11, 1863. 
Communications from j 
Dig OREN cue onc su caus 'ecp eet eae news eons need ene semi antey 728 
Keyes,. Erasmus) D 2s2< .< Jenitsee desis eee fits ets. - 20s 200,090 
King, Rufus... -<.-o-< ceca cuac sawacis ios ne a. 29 eee a oe eG 
West, Rohert,M <2. scanetsacsacscslseteenee se. =a eee se 266 
Reports of 
eyes; Hrasmus D) 2526 Jo cesce 2. oc cectec se ae <sne 3-55 ee eee 


Hime IRULWS. 63 csc sence en cen nade poo seb eeted Sele eee 262-266 
Williamson,;Samuel> MM... Mentiqned<..)5< .- << 52. ca wen adacisen see eee 148, 150 
Willson, John M. 

Mien Glonetle neear seat. asa wcle wide Sa neloe conc at ceo eee eee 8, 68, 368, 424, 559 


Report of skirmish at Sandy Ridge, N. C., April 20, 1863 .....2......22... 239 
Wilmington, N. C. 


Address:to people of, . (Whiting)... ..~..<...<teedasde bees See 787 
Defenses of (immediate). Communications from 
Adjutant and iat aid General’s: Office, C.. ShAnaiuenee . eens 770, 773, 817 
Beauregard GD so. 2 os 5 clon wcea/s owe cae See eee 836, 838, 839, 1011, 1017 


Engineer Sanran Cub aiicteeae see’ 
Frobel, B. W 


Vand tiles «2 RECO eee Leo 


SEEDERS eee eee Seeerek cece a ctee Be boise ccs ON eee 842 
EEG) MDE cn Seas Cis Uses cacudeeies SEU OLE Rees cee ee 893, 1005 
Longstreet, James joc: ick ade esau eer Ee eee ee ee 913 
HELO TAWard Biitice's<~ nal wscicew merase cele ce 4 See een ee 6 RE SSIEE wee 858 
Navy: Department, C.S ics. crtc.cs<.c.- case atone Lees eee 1023, 1024 
Uae ee ee eer ers oe 770 
WiarsDepartment,.C.. Siu cvctues ce ccwcen ccs oe blr eae eee 912 
iWabibin Ws. EC csi oocd). DES Ra ee ere Gre 773, 


774, 790, 820, 827, 831, 842, 848, 848, 852, 857, 862, 863, 867-86Y, 873, 887, 
892, 896, 899, 904, 913, 922, 980, 982, 988, 1000, 1005, 1022, 1024, 1049, 1076 
See blag Vance to Seddon, p. 1027. 
Operations about. Communications from 


Beauregard, G. Dy... .... oon sisi wal oko cle0 Sh seine Me Meee OO: 
TASER EG NAL” NAYS | SUS ee ee 851 


Whiting, W. H. C. wa nha 821, 842-844, 848, 850, 851, 1041, 1045, 1048, 1052 
Re-enforcements for. Communes from 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, ©. S. A ....2.-. eee eo cee 826, 1031 
Beauregard, G. T........ 816,817, 822, 825, 826, 836, 1011-1013, 1017, 1034-1036 


i: 


mm 
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Wilmington, N. C.—Continued. 2 Page. 
Re-enfurcements for. Communications from ; 


SS I MOTSORN IS hae ota Sei aoe VER Eaee wast.» SeEhthe Heeseeh we 1015, 1082 
KE k UN SU oe ge eee ea ee E HD 
Hongstrects Jamesieaesst 2curesas leona. RE th keg eh 920° 
maith Gustavus Wise © Pee sok oh. ab ee 770, 776, 782, 788, 792, 816, 830, 832 


War Department, C.S8 ... 776, 777, 782, 816, 980, 983, 1012, 1015-1017, 1081, 1082 
VARGO CANN ese) ee Maryse nos Noa cass coed ce he 173," 
rye ~ LA Lond Rc aa a ote a 
774, 780-783, 7 85-787, 789-791, 801, 825, 833, 897, 1022, 103 ©, 1080, 1081 
See also Smith to Lee, p.786; Longstreet to Sole, pp. 996,1014. Also 
Notes, pp. 799, 908. 
Supplies for. Conumnorec tiene MDT Wiis ABE OS ANN hye geek ee hope ccene—-- OAC 


Whiting, W. H. C., assigned te command of the Cape Fear River....-... 770 
MVolponusheamen .Mentioned)0-- 22. . s 52. pe wctee oh ele 105, 177, 241, 242 
Wilson, C. C. Mentioned............ Bn Rte Crt ee ee ae mete Oe 865, 866 
Wilson, H. W. Mentioned ...............- ee ee ei eae an NS | 59, 527 
Wilson, Jacob P. 

Court-martialan: CASG\Of -ccsdeuondisn-<scicece EES et eT. es 11-13 

HVE cera OG (| epee eet ep hiaas ate Lat so fava hia Ae on STEN ak Se ene tS a 12, 13, 390 
MBO Meo ames wer MeONtLOn ed... ove soos oil 3 Sooo, Sag usenet Scion aac oe 
Wilson, John B. Mentioned...-.......... RI ie) stale siya teas) Ge stata ae aeuaeare 544 
WwHleon ev slitam Foe Mentioned ee: acies.axien Siecle cae cays ae ac Hawes cD LON Ba LOOSE 
VSS eK ele WECTULIO MEM mis ie) ios 7 tes lafxinteo capdniciscaietae ieaweces, elamate nfo We ewe 376, 377 


Winder, John H. 
Correspondence with Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. 8. A..-. 931 


Blentionedn os. uses o.-sck <a ..- 707, 708, 749, 751, 793, 794, 978, 1059, 1062, 1077 
Windsor, Va. Skirmishes near. . 
Deen2 slsb2, Report. of OrrisiS. Perrye. cs. =<potssat oe 4 octtmeacaecs 123 


March 9, 1863. See Suffolk, Va. Reconnaissance from, March 7-9, 1863. 
Winfield, N.C. Skirmish at, March 23, 1863. Reports of 


axe Ee Mo ani Avene rats te Pe ais sie ck aed Mees tapas <a eee ere 201 
NCIS eT ce) ONMTN Getetepetere s Lene Sia Seer see tamieirmel= aie) ==: S\ommiceicyeintetioe tatelaiece Steele te 202 
L2G Os VIGO IM Ge, Gasp ROS aes Sete Mae eee s 3 eer OPA e reer aoe 202, 203 

See also Gibbs io Longstreet, p. 945. 
WWannisinmet steamer, Mentioned a sas. 5.95 bea ase nee eee 361 
WWII SEOU-cOLp ets  MGNGIONCH, .< = 1-0 cm awe e een ns weenie lai = eeiisiaaynnio'Si-eleinine 165 
VWanterpotham*sonn R:. Mentioned. 2... ----2. 62... sens emt amleemej-n << 134, 138 


Wisconsin Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—Batteries : 2d, 133, 137, 288, 294, 302, 303, 507, 317, 318, 377, 
468, 487, 576, 677, 734, 1094; 4th, 278, 268, 293, 294, 303, 306, 309, 310, 317- 
319, 321, 322, 377, 468, 487, 576, 677, 734, 1094. 
Infantry—Regiments: 19th, 271, 287, 299, 303, 305, 317, 318, 359, 377, 468, 487, 
575, 625, 677, 735, 1093. 
Wise, Henry A. 
Correspondence with 


Councill, J. Calvin... -..- .----+-7---- oss en cece ee eee een ee cones 797-800 
Dickinson, William .........----- -----+ ---+ + +--+ ee ee cere ere rte 809 
IDyixeyciiolnn JAS Gae2 886 Sho saeco ceeoro Up aaUD ce Sore Sao Gena rean Soe tsci I G64 
DiI 1 ES Wii cceteecann baerco ne sme. ose? au ce eo snuRemnp deine Oso oan 892 
Elzey, Arnold......--..---------------- 153, 892, 920, 975, 994, 1006, 1019, 1035 
“Harman, William ......--2- ----0------ 6 2005-0 nt ere ergs gee teens 808, eu 
Smith, Gustavus W ...-.------ 22+ == == enon ne eee ee ne ene ere 795 
886 


Tabb, William B....--.---------+------ ee 
Mentioned <-22-22--.--ss2s22s557----2 262- 265 435, 464, 563, 598, 600, 601, 604, 607, 


610, 622, 628, 629, 641, 651, 652, 673, 684, "728, 733, 751, 759, 762, 764, 786, 793, 
800, 807, 810, 814, 866, 901, 917, 952, 965- 968, 970, 1032, 1026, 1059, 1086, 1088 
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Wise, Henry A.—Continued. 
Reports of 
Olive Branch Church, Va. Skirmish at, Feb. 7, 1863.....--.---- tévdes 152 
Williamsburg, Va. Skirmish at, March 29, 1863....---..------+------- 206 
Wise, Peyton. Report of affair on the Pamunkey River, April 16, 1863 ....-. 342 


Wise’s Cross-Roads, N.C. Skirmish at, April 28, 1863. See Kinston, N. C. 
Expedition toward, April 27-May 1, 1863. 
Wistar, Isaac J. 
Assignments to command. ....--. .----- ---- e-- 22+ eee ee eens eee eee teres 686 
Itinerary of Reserve Brigade, Department of Virginia, during operations 
on the Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad, Va., May 15-28, 1863. - 359 


IMIOTIEVORE teeta eatera ee a!8 view cine tate nlccic soe emia a wie ae efaaa me aletelete rete aes 686, 729, 735 
* Withers, John. For correspondence, etc., see A. and I. G.’s Office, C. 8. A. 
Wioodiord, otewart tl, Mentioned! 2222 soso eo eas semen baci = eee 734 
Woodis, Hunter, Steamer. Mentioned ........2.. 2... 220 ecneeeeeeeeeeeesee ©6061 
WVOOUS TUG). MENLIONCO 2... ccccmccncncena dsueecineee seecmeneaceen ea acne 893 
Woodward, Thomas J. Correspondence with C. W. Flusser ...-....---.--.- 462 
Wool, John E. Mentioned...--..--..---- 388, 389, 392, 428, 430, 436, 437, 442, 449, 480 
WOOL ames, —— MONbhlONUO:. <. J. ccicc cose cocclesusicaviclacacee aanmeeiname ence 880 
Worth, Gustavus A. Mentioned...) cen. oo -  sans enc weeleam es see t= eee ee 280 
Worth, William K. Mentioned .............:.2....-4 inls ease Sewer aaa is 
Worthington, WON: ‘Mentioned: 225. .occrssccc o-- 3a. dace ceuncemeeee 121, 122, 1051 
Wren, Job Eye MenttOned eccc cas son soc cce sareeel- Jo = amt ee idae acta aan 1070 
Wie ht, Abts IMENbIONCO ya \occwian'es cad sve acaces ces oeees cere caGne tee aerate 385 
WYtieiit Clement. G Mentioned «-<cc-camecescce<centotceecalcceee semanas 1008, 1074 
Wien, Dempsey. Mentioned ..ccc.c.---4 aceciocmeemiccweess cece oe eee 259 
Wright, EF. M. “Mentioned -:.....:...-.02-. de cwuslevaeasenss wa assent eee 788 
Wiieht toratlo G. ~ Mentigned at... ce ccccecle cee at eee ee eee eae ene 948 
Wright; William. Montioned...<-<racecs sce ack coe eeemee eee eee ee 259 
Wright Ss Tio Mentioned’) 22s 0. <2 5. cccnsocc cee ceeen ee eee 144, 145, 750 
iWeyandotte, U.S. Merntionédec-..-.---.cercc. soe eee 432, 439, 444, 450, 588 
Wyatt, James W:. Mentioned - 5-222)... 202. cc oe nee 191 
Yorktown, Va. 
Defenses of. 
Board of Army Officers to examine. 
PPPOE’ 0. acces sactscnk Geeta os eck ne yee eee aeesusiosce 79 
MUOPOLE OF wes coc an epee cheese cou semen eee tna ae 379 
Review of report of, by G.. W: Cullum:..-.. -c 2202 <. ee eee 381 
Communications from 
Reyer; Htaenis D322 ok. oe eode es eee eee 378, 380 
MoClellan,-George B: 6.0. cco cb iodnce sec ne eee ee 373, 374 
Pei, JOH Too. coicctcce ds wud cesses deen ster ee 391! 
Memorandum of ordnance and ordnance stores......... sec. eecc----.. 381 


Expeditions from. 
Jan. 7-9, 1863. 


Co-operation of Navy, U. 8., with ALINY \ Soc. e baada senescent ae 
Report of Erasmus D, Keyes 


tei e cee beet neues seeeen ee Eee 124 
April 1, 1863. 
Co-operation of Navy, U. S., with ATMY 226 3202s eee 256-258 
Reports of 
Andrewe; Willisin'S<.0..2'.20cc0 Joon on < Sedee 257 
GIs, FoF eecsne ne Seat cce step enece ce ican: SReEE ee 256, 258 


Sur Sisley win -'s smn eeu sence secmane en Cee ee 256 


eee ee 
= fas 3 


pe 
* 
ie: 
“i 

eS: 


INDEX. 1207 


Page. 
Yorktown, Va.—Continued. 
Reconnaissance from, Dec. 11-15, 1862. 
Communications from 
Dix yOhnMA LT soca. Sislom nies sieioocine ciecisioee seoetinstineciecesineceecse 479 
Peaiice HOnbya Nl i. oc s5 code sn: oseecassl benef xe eee 479, 482 
epornvofellennyeM sNaclees es. os. 5\see. eo. lee ee 49 
Van Alen, James H. Relieved from command at.....--...--2-- «cee Bae lL 
MAILE RGCOLEe Emm MenuiOne dances sees toss ith ce cc ceeiicato a ee Meare 274, 280 
Reaoan eel ss Crowe MEMO ase at uise \esecis sconces Cae Se oe ee ee ee 193 
POUN CAV ib MON LONE ssa 0s. ini ccc cale searediss Seo eG on eee 849, 922, $23, 1049 


Young’s Cross-Roads, N. C. 
Expedition to, March 7, 1863. See New Berne, N. C. Expedition from, 
March 6-10, 1863. 
Reconnaissance to, Jan. 19, 1863. See New Berne, N. C. Reconnaissance from, 
Jan. 17-21, 1863. 
Zabriskie, Abram. 
MESMbrOMe Cemmicia css ac ceete ce stalteleelocisis. coltivle a Neltisiiadeine oa clan Sse me me OOOO UUme oN 
Report of expedition to Goldsborough, N. C., Dec. 11-20, 1862 -.......-.-- 94 
BePleruWiGey | MentlOne ds <=. oi <:ecniccele'ecincs saclacieeeisisislescisme es aicpisls cajeeels 114 
ONG EAN Clo MONtION EC, sconce slo, ose, se/os)ecelvicinitisivic's eiecwo Seielele states en eam 
Zuni, Va. 
Affair near, Oct. 3,1862. See Blackwater, Va. Skirmish on the, Oct. 3, 1862. 
Skirmishes at and near. 
Octo 1 SO 2a RepOND OL ON PAn DIK cr a ccc cine iemteesihe aie Jeeiertaete 19 
Noy. 14, 1862. See Suffolk, Va. Operations about, Nov. 12-14, 1862. 
Dec. 8-12 1862. See Blackwater, Va. Reconnaissance to, Dec. 8-12, 1862. 
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